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PREFACE  TO  THE  THIED  EDITION. 

This  Edition  has  been  corefally  revised,  and  new  facts 
and  statistics  have  been  obtained  from  the  latest  available 
sourcea  Some  errors  have  been  corrected  and  omissions 
supplied,  and  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  section  on  the  Fiji  Islands,  which  have  now  acquired 
importance  as  a  flourishing  British  Colony.  The  popula- 
tion, agricultural  returns,  and  other  statistics  of  the 
Australiem  Colonies  have  been  brought  down  to  the  date 
of  the  census  of  April  1881,  wherever  possible. 

GoDALHixo,  Se^ptember  1882. 
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PREFACE. 


The  present  yoltime  differs  somewhat  from  the  rest  of  this 
smes  of  works,  in  consisting  ahnost  wholly  of  new  matter. 
This  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  meagre  treatment  of 
Malaysia,  Australia,  and  the  Pacific  Islands,  in  Hellwald's 
book,  which  was,  as  regards  this  portion  of  it,  on  so  small 
a  scale  that  I  found  it  impossible  to  enlarge  or  add  to  it 
without  rewriting  the  whole.  The  few  short  paragraphs 
devoted  to  the  Exploration,  to  the  Natural  History,  and  to 
the  Colonies  of  Australia,  were  altogether  inadequate  as  the 
basis  of  an  English  geographical  work ;  and  the  S8une  may 
be  said  of  the  equally  brief  notices  of  the  laige  and  im- 
portant islands  of  the  Malay  Archipelago.  As  an  example, 
I  may  refer  to  the  account  of  Borneo,  in  which  the  only 
reference  to  the  two  English  settlements  is  as  follows : — 
''while  the  English  have  made  more  or  less  permanent 
settlements  in  Labuan  and  Sarawak." 

This  paucity  of  available  material  has  rendered  it 
necessary  for  the  volume  to  be  practically  rewritten,  and 
I  have  thus  been  enabled  to  make  it  as  complete  a 
*  Compendium"  of  the  geography  of  Australasia  as  was 
possible  within  the  prescribed  limits.  I  have  endeavoured 
to  secure  uniformity  of  treatment  by  giving  the  same  kind, 
as  well  as  the  same  amount,  of  information,  in  the  case  of 
corresponding  islands  and  colonies,  wherever  the  accessible 
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materials  admitted  of  it,  and  to  proportion  the  amoTint  of 
detail  in  the  description  of  each  colony,  island,  or  group  of 
islands,  to  their  intrinsic  importance  and  general  interest. 
Separate  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  Natural  History,  the 
Aborigines,  and  the  Geology,  of  Australia — the  latter 
being,  I  believe,  the  first  attempt  to  give  a  popular  but 
accurate  sketch  of  the  present  state  of  knowledge  of  this 
interesting  but  extremely  diflBcult  subject.  The  character- 
istics and  habits  of  the  various  races  of  mankind,  the  relics 
of  prehistoric  man  that  occur  in  the  Pacific  Islands,  and 
the  more  interesting  features  of  the  natural  history  of  the 
different  regions  and  great  island  groups,  have  all  been 
briefly  described. 

With  every  wish  to  utilise  the  translation  of  Hellwald's 
book  as  far  as  possible,  I  have  only  been  able  to  do  so  to 
the  extent  of  little  more  than  one-tenth  part  of  the  present 
volume. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  number  of  islands  and 
groups  comprised  within  the  area  treated  of,  none  of  any 
importance  have  been  left  without  proportionate  notice; 
and  I  venture  to  hope  that  the  volume  will  be  found  to 
contain  a  condensed  but  accurate  summary  of  geographical 
information  on  one  of  the  least  known,  but  most  varied 
and  most  interesting,  of  the  great  divisions  of  the  earth. 

Crotdon,  Jmuary  31,  1679. 
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B  AUHTEALLUl  BTBPPCS. 


AUSTRALASIA. 
CHAPTEE  L 

INTHODUCTIOK. 
1.  Definition  and  NoTnendaiure. 

The  present  volume  will  be  devoted  to  a  description  of 
the  gteat  insular  land — Aiutralia,  and  of  all  the  archi- 
pelagoes and  ieland-groups  which  extend  almost  unintet- 
mptedlj  liom  the  south-eastern  extremity  of  Asia  to 
moie  than  half-way  across  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It  thus 
includes  all  the  islands  of  the  Malay  Archipelago,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  are  usually  joined  to  Asia,  as 
wdl  as  the  various  groaps  of  islands  in  the  Pacific  which 
have  received  special  names — as  Micronesia,  Pol3me8ia, 
etc.  The  term  Australasia  has  been  used  in  very  different 
senses.  In  the  original  (German  edition  of  this  work  it 
included  the  whole  area  as  above  defined,  except  the 
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Malay  Islands  west  of  New  Gomea,  which  were  united 
with  Asia.  In  the  last  edition  of  the  JEncyclopcgdia 
BrUanniea  (now  publishiog)  it  is  held  to  comprise  only 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  with  the  large  islands  as  far 
as  New  Guinea  and  the  New  Hebrides.  Oceania  is  the 
word  often  used  by  continental  geographers  to  describe 
the  great  world  of  islands  we  are  now  entering  upon ; 
but,  as  defining  one  of  the  six  great  divisions  of  the 
globe,  Australasia  harmonises  better  with  the  names  of  the 
other  divisions,  and  at  the  same  time  serves  to  recall  its 
essential  characteristics — firstly,  that  it  is  geographically 
a  southern  extension  of  Asia;  and,  secondly,  that  the 
great  island-continent  of  Australia  forms  its  central  and 
most  important  feature. 

2.  JSxteTU  and  BirirHnUion  of  Zands  and  Islands., 

That  portion  of  the  equator  stretching  from  the 
southern  extremity  of  the  Indo-Chinese  peninsula  at 
Singapore  to  the  opposite  shores  of  America  near  Guaya- 
quil, occupies  almost  exactly  180  degrees  of  longitude,  or 
half  the  circumference  of  the  globe;  and  throughout 
almost  the  whole  of  this  vast  distance  it  traverses  the 
blue  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  This  boundless  watery 
domain,  which  extends  northwards  to  Behring  Straits  and 
southward  to  the  Antarctic  barrier  of  ice,  is  studded  with 
many  island  groups,  which  are,  however,  very  irregularly 
distributed  over  its  surfaca  The  more  northerly  section, 
lying  between  Japan  and  California  and  between  the 
Aleutian  and  Hawaiian  Archipelagoes,  is  relieved  by  no- 
thing but  a  few  solitary  reefs  and  rocks  at  enormously 
distant  interval&  Between  the  tropics,  islets,  reefs,  and 
groups  of  coral  formation  abound;  and  towards  the 
southern  limits  of  this  belt  latger  islcmds  appear,  which 
increase  in  size  as  we  go  westward,  tiU  we  reach  New 
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Guinea  and  the  other  large  islands  of  the  Malay  Archi- 
pelago. To  the  eastward,  the  Pacific  is  almost  entirely 
destitute  of  islands,  till  a  few  occur  near  the  American 
coast;  80  that  an  imbroken  belt  of  ocean,  nearly  two 
thousand  miles  wide,  forms  a  mighty  barrier  between 
Australasia  and  the  continents  of  North  and  South 
America  A  little  to  the  south  of  the  tropic  of  Capri- 
com»  islands  almost  wholly  cease  in  the  Central  Pacific ; 
but  going  westward  we  meet  with  the  important  New 
Zealand  group,  and  farther  on  the  island-continent  of 
Australia,  with  its  satellite  Tasmania,  closely  connected 
with  New  Guinea  and  the  other  Malay  Islands.  It  thus 
appears  that  all  the  greater  land  masses  of  Australasia 
form  an  obvious  southern  and  south-eastern  extension  of 
the  great  Asiatic  continent,  while  beyond  these  the  ialands 
rapidly  diminish  in  size  and  frequency,  till  in  the  far  east 
we  reach  a  vast  expanse  of  unbroken  ocean. 

Estimated  by  its  actual  land  area,  this  division  of  the 
globe  is  only  a  little  larger  than  Europe ;  but  if  we  take 
account  of  the  surface  it  occupies  upon  the  globe,  and  the 
position  of  its  extreme  points,  it  at  once  rises  to  the  first 
rank,  surpassing  even  the  vast  extent  of  the  Asiatic  con- 
tinent Erom  the  north-western  extremity  of  Sumatra,  in 
OS""  east  longitude,  to  the  Marquesas  in  ISS""  west,  is  a 
distance  of  127^  or  more  than  one-third  the  circumfer- 
ence of  the  globe,  and  about  a  thousand  miles  longer  than 
the  greatest  extent  of  Europe  and  Asia  from  Lisbon  to 
Singapora  In  a  north  and  south  direction  it  is  less 
extensive ;  yet  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  in  22"*  north,  to 
the  south  island  of  New  Zealand  in  47''  south  latitude,  is 
a  meridian  distance  of  69  degrees,  or  as  much  as  the 
width  of  the  great  northern  continent  from  the  North 
Cape  to  Ceylon.  Its  extreme  limits  are  indeed  much 
greater  than  above  indicated,  for  in  the  West  Pacific  the 
islands  extend  to  beyond  30^  north  latitude ;  in  the  east 
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we  have  Easter  Island  and  Sala-y-Gromez  full  30  degrees 
beyond  the  Marquesas ;  while  in  the  south  the  Macquaiie 
Islands  are  about  600  miles  south  of  New  Zealand. 


3.  Geographical  and  Physical  Features. 

Within  the  Umits  above  described  are  some  of  the 
most  interesting  countries  of  the  world.  Beginning  at 
the  west,  we  have  the  Malay  Archipelago^  comprising  the 
largast  islands  on  the  globe  (if  we  exclude  Australia),  and 
unsurpassed  for  the  luxuriance  of  its  vegetation  as  well 
as  for  the  variety  and  beauty  of  its  forms  of  animal  life. 
Farther  to  the  east  we  have  the  countless  islands  of  the 
Pacific,  remarkable  for  their  numbers  and  then:  beauty, 
and  interesting  from  their  association  with  the  names  of 
many  of  our  greatest  navigators.  To  the  south  we  have 
Australia,  a  land  as  uniqjae  in  its  physical  features  as  it 
is  in  its  strange  forms  of  vegetable  and  animal  life. 
Still  farther  in  the  Southern  Ocean  lies  New  Zealandi 
almost  the  antipodes  of  Britain,  but  possessing  a  milder 
climate  and  a  more  varied  surface. 

Being  thus  almost  wholly  comprised  between  the 
northern  tropic  and  the  40th  d^ree  of  south  latitude, 
this  division  of  the  globe  possesses  as  tropical  a  character 
as  Africa^  while,  owing  to  its  being  so  completely  oceanic^ 
and  extending  over  so  vast  an  area,  it  presents  diversities 
,of  physical  features  and  of  organic  life  hardly  to  be  found 
in  any  of  the  other  divisions  of  the  globe,  except,  perhaps, 
Asia.  The  most  striking  contrasts  of  geological  structure 
are  exhibited  by  the  coral  islands  of  the  Pacific,  the  active 
volcanoes  of  the  Malay  Islands,  and  the  extremely  ancient 
rocks  of  New  Zealand  and  Tasmania.  The  most  opposite 
aspects  of  vegetation  are  presented  by  the  luxuriant  forests 
of  Borneo  or  New  Guinea  and  the  waterless  plains  of 
Central  Australia.     In  the  Sunda  Islands  we  have  an 
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abnndaiice  of  all  the  higher  and  larger  fonns  of  mammalia ; 
while  farther  to  the  east,  in  Australia  and  the  Pacific 
Islands,  the  absence  of  all  the  higher  mammalia  is  so 
marked  as  to  distinguish  these  countries  from  every  other 
part  of  the  world  Where  the  land  surface  is  so  com- 
pletely broken  up  into  islands  we  cannot  expect  to  find 
any  of  the  more  prominent  geographical  features  which 
characteriBe  large  continents.  There  are  no  great  lakes, 
rivers,  or  mountain  ranges.  The  only  land-area  capable 
of  supporting  a  great  river  is  exceptionally  arid,  yet  the 
Murray  of  Eastern  Australia  will  rank  with  the  largest 
European  rivers,  its  basin  having  an  area  about  equal  to 
that  of  the  Dnieper,  Mountains  are  numerous,  and  are 
much  higher  in  the  islands  than  in  Australia  itself.  In 
such  remote  localities  as  Sumatra,  Borneo,  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  and  New  Zealand,  there  are  mountains  which 
just  fall  short  of  14,000  feet  In  New  Guinea  they  prob- 
ably exceed  this  altitude,  if,  as  reported,  the  central 
range  situated  dose  to  the  equator  is  snow-covered ;  while 
in  Australia  the  most  elevated  point  is  little  more  than 
half  as  high. 

4.  Ocean  Depths. 

The  land  and  water  of  the  earth's  sur&ce  is  so 
imequally  distributed  that  it  is  possible  to  divide  the 
^obe  into  two  equal  parts,  in  one  of  which  (the  land 
hemisphere)  land  and  water  shall  be  almost  exactly  equal, 
while  in  the  other  (the  water  hemisphere)  there  shall  be 
almost  eight  times  as  much  water  as  land.  The  centre 
of  the  former  is  in  St.  Greorge's  Channel,  about  midway 
between  Pembroke  and  Wexford ;  and  the  centre  of  the 
latter  will  be  about  600  miles  S.S.E.  of  New  Zealand. 
Australasia  is  therefore  situated  wholly  within  the  water 
hemisphere,  and  many  of  its  islands  are  surrounded  by  an 
ocean  which  is  not  only  the  most  extensive  but  the 
deepest  on  the  globe. 
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The  Pacific  Ocean  is  deepest  north  of  the  equator, 
wheie  soundings  of  from  15,000  to  18,000  feet  have 
been  obtained  over  an  extensive  area ;  and  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact  that  the  depth  increases  as  we  approach  the 
Asiatic  continent.  Between  the  Philippines  and  the  Man* 
anne  Islands  a  depth  of  nearly  27,000  feet  has  been 
fonnd;  close  to  Japan,  23,400  feet;  and  just  south  of 
the  Kurile  Islands,  the  enormons  depth  of  27,930  feet 
In  the  South  Pacific  the  depths,  as  far  as  yet  ascertained, 
vary  between  10,000  and  17,000  feet;  but  here,  too,  the 
deepest  soundings  are  near  the  larger  land  masses,  close 
to  the  New  Hebrides  (16,900  feet),  between  Sydney  and 
New  Zealand  (15,600  feet),  and  a  little  south-east  of 
New  Guinea  (14,700  feet).  A  comparatively  shallow  sea 
extends  round  the  coasts  of  Australia,  which  gradually 
deepens,  till  at  a  distance  of  from  300  to  600  miles  on 
the  east,  south,  and  west,  the  oceanic  depth  of  15,000 
feet  is  attained.  The  sea  connecting  Australia  with  New 
Guinea  and  the  Moluccas  is  rather  shallow,  with  inter- 
vening basins  of  immense  depth.  In  the  Banda  sea  there 
is  a  basin  at  least  12,000  feet  deep ;  while  in  the  Celebes 
and  Sooloo  seas  are  similar  basins  of  over  15,000  feet; 
and  in  the  China  sea,  west  of  Luzon,  one  of  12,600  feet. 
Farther  westward  the  sea  shallows  abruptly,  so  that 
Borneo,  Java,  and  Sumatra  are  connected  with  each  other 
and  with  the  Malay  and  Siamese  peninsulas  by  a  sub- 
marine bank  rarely  exceeding  200  or  300  feet  deep. 

6.  Baces  of  Mankind. 

Australasia  surpasses  most  of  the  great  continental 
divisions  of  the  globe  in  the  variety  of  human  races  which 
inhabit  it,  and  in  the  interesting  problems  which  they 
present  to  the  anthropologist  We  may  reckon  at  least 
three,  or,  as  some  think,  five  or  even  six  distinct  types  of 
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mankind  in  this  area.  First,  we  have  the  tnie  Malays, 
who  inhabit  all  the  western  portion  of  the  Malay  Archi- 
pelago firom  Sumatra  to  the  Moluccas ;  next  we  have  the 
Papuans,  whose  head-quarters  are  New  Guinea,  but  who 
range  to  Timor  and  Flores  on  the  west,  and  to  the  Fiji 
Islands  on  the  east  The  Australians  form  a  third  race, 
uniyerBally  admitted  to  be  distinct  from  the  other  two. 
Then  come  the  Polynesians,  inhabiting  all  the  Central 
Pacific  from  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  Kew  Zealand. 
These  are  usually  classed  with  the  Malays  on  account  of 
some  similarity  of  language  and  colour,  and  are  therefore 
erroneously  called  Malayo-Polynesians.  But  they  present 
many  and  important  difTerences^  both  physical  and  mental, 
bom  all  Malays,  and  the  best  authorities  now  believe  them 
to  be  an  altogether  distinct  race.  The  now  extinct  Tas- 
muTimTia  are  also  of  disputed  origin,  some  writers  classing 
them  with  the  Papuans  of  Kew  Guinea,  while  others  refer 
them  to  ihe  same  race  as  the  indigenes  of  Australia. 
Besides  these,  we  hare  the  dwarfish  race  called  Negritos, 
who  inhabit  some  parts  of  the  Philippines,  and  are  allied 
to  the  Semangs  of  the  Malay  peninsula,  and  perhaps  to 
the  AnHjimftn  Islanders. 

The  Australian  natives  occupy  unquestionably  the 
very  lowest  social  position  in  the  human  family.  The 
Papuans  inhabit  the  division  of  Australasia  collectively 
known  as  Melanesia ;  and  the  distinction  that  has  been 
drawn  between  the  Papuans  proper  and  a  special  Mela- 
nesian  type  seems  needless  and  fanciful.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Papuan  must  not  be  identified  with  the  Austra- 
lian, the  results  of  extensive  philological  researches  being 
entirely  opposed  to  such  a  conclusion.  The  Australian 
idioms  are  characterised  exclusively  by  suffix  formations, 
whereas  the  Papuan  tongues  show  a  preference  rather  for 
prefixes, — a  fundamental  difference  altogether  excluding 
any  relationship  between  the  two  linguistic  systems. 
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The  black,  wooUy-haiied,  Papuan  type  is  foiind  not 
only  in  the  Melanesian  group,  but  tiaces  of  apparently  the 
same  dark  race  may  be  detected  throughout  the  whole  of 
Polynesia  and  Micronesia.  Eyeiywhere  in  Polynesia  we 
meet  with  individuals,  who,  in  their  dark  and  even  black 
complexions  and  curly  or  woolly  hair,  closely  resemble 
the  Papuans. 

The  light  type  is,  on  the  other  hand,  represented  by 
the  Malays  and  Polynesians,  who  in  some  places,  such  as 
Samoa  and  the  Marquesas,  are  in  no  respects  inferior  to 
the  average  European,  either  in  their  complexion,  physical 
beauty,  or  nobility  of  expression.  Nevertheless,  these 
higher  tribes  are  all  disappearing  under  the  fatal  contact 
of  our  much-vaunted  civilisation ;  and  nowhere  is  the 
steady  process  of  extinction  developing  on  such  a  grand 
scale  as  amongst  the  South  Sea  Islanders. 

Australasia  also  afibrds  us  an  unusual  number  of 
interesting  examples  of  inmiigration  and  colonisation  by 
higher  races.  The  Malay  Archipelago  was  the  scene  of 
the  earliest  European  settlements  in  eastern  Asia,  the 
Portuguese  and  Spaniards  taking  the  lead,  to  be  quickly 
followed  by  the  Dutch  and  English.  Each  of  these 
governments  has  colonies  in  some  of  the  Malay  Islands, 
and  the  French  have  more  recently  established  them* 
selves  in  New  Caledonia  and  Tahiti.  Australia  and  New 
Zealand  are  examples  of  highly  successful  colonisation^ 
and  their  recent  material  progress  has  been  as  striking  aa 
the  contemporaneous  development  of  the  Western  United 
States.  Here,  too,  we  have  examples  of  the  overflow  of 
the  vast  population  of  China.  In  all  the  cities,  towns,  and 
villages  of  the  archipelago,  from  Malacca  on  the  west  to 
the  Aru  Islands  on  the  east,  the  Chinese  form  an  import- 
ant portion,  and  often  indeed  the  bulk  of  the  population ; 
and  fionce  the  gold  discoveries  in  Australia  they  have 
extended  their  emigration  into  many  parts  of  that  exten- 
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BiYe  country.  In  Java»  and  less  distinctly  in  Sumatra 
and  Borneo,  there  are  numerous  remains  showing  an 
ancient  Brahminical  occupation,  previous  to  the  later 
Mahometan  conquest  of  the  coxmtry.  And,  lastly,  through- 
out the  whole  archipelago  and  in  Polynesia,  we  find  traces 
of  a  recent  extension  of  the  Malays  and  their  language  at 
the  erpense  of  less  dvilised  tribes. 

6.  Zoology  and  Botany, 

The  larger  part  of  Australasia  forms  one  of  the  great 
jK>ological  regions  of  the  earth — ^the  Australian— charac- 
tezised  by  possessing  a  number  of  very  peculiar  forms  of 
life,  as  well  as  by  the  absence  of  many  which  are  com- 
mon in  almost  every  other  part  of  the  globe.  Its  mam- 
malia almost  all  belong  to  the  marsupial  type,  which  is 
only  represented  elsewhere  by  a  few  opossums  in  America. 
Honey-suckers,  paiadise-biids,  lyre-birds>  and  cassowaries 
are  confined  to  it,  as  well  as  numbers  of  very  remarkable 
parrots,  pigeons,  and  kingfishers ;  while  such  widespread 
and  familiar  types  as  vultures,  pheasants,  and  woodpeckers 
are  altogether  wanting.  The  snakes  and  lizards  are 
numerous  and  peculiar;  while  insects  and  land-shells 
abound,  and  present  a  number  of  the  most  interesting  and 
beautiful  species.  The  western  half  of  the  Malay  Archi- 
pelago belongs  zoologically  to  tropical  Asia,  and  possesses 
almost  every  form  of  animal  life  found  in  the  Siamese 
and  Birmese  countries,  but  for  the  most  part  of  peculiar 
species. 

Plants  are  equally  interesting.  The  Malayan  flora  is 
a  special  development  of  that  which  prevails  bom  the 
Himalayas  to  the  Malay  Peniosula  and  South  China. 
Farther  east  this  flora  intermingles  with  that  of  Australia 
and  Polynesia,  The  Australian  flora  is  highly  pepuliar 
and  very  rich  in  species ;  while  that  of  New  Zeidand  is 
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poor  but  very  isolated.     A  sketch  of  the  general  character 
of  each  of  these  floras  will  be  given  farther  on. 

7.  Oeologieal  JBdations  and  Past  HisUyry. 

The  western  half  of  the  Malay  Archipelago,  as  &r  as 
Java,  Borneo,  and  perhaps  the  Philippines,  has  undoubt- 
edly, at  a  comparatively  recent  period,  formed  a  south- 
eastern extension  of  the  Asiatic  continent.  This  is  indi- 
cated by  the  exceedingly  shallow  sea  which  connects  these 
islands  with  the  mainland,  but  still  more  clearly  by  the 
essential  unity  of  their  animal  and  vegetable  productions. 
Tigers,  elephants,  rhinoceroses,  tapirs,  and  wild  cattle,  are 
found  in  Borneo,  and  many  of  them  even  in  Java ;  and 
the  mass  of  the  vertebrata  of  these  islands  are  either 
identical  with  those  of  the  continent,  or  closely  related 
to  them.  But  as  we  go  farther  east  to  the  Moluccas,  New 
Guinea^  and  Australia,  we  have  to  pass  over  seas  of  enoiv 
mous  depth,  and  there  find  ourselves  among  a  set  of 
RTiimftlfl  for  the  most  part  totally  unlike  those  of  the 
Asiatic  continent,  or  any  other  part  of  the  globe.  Yet 
these  have  certain  resemblances  to  the  fauna  of  Europe 
during  the  Secondary  period  of  geology,  and  it  is  very 
generally  believed  that  the  countries  they  now  inhabit 
have  been  almost  completely  isolated  since  the  time  of 
the  Oolitic  formation. 

New  Gkunea^  the  Moluccas,  Celebes,  and  the  island 
chain  as  far  as  Lombok,  or  some  pre-existing  lands  from 
which  these  have  been  formed,  were  in  all  probability  still 
attached  to  the  Australian  Tnaiuland  for  some  time  sub- 
sequent to  its  severance  from  Asia.  Cape  York,  at  the 
northern  extremity  of  the  Carpentarian  peninsula^  is  con- 
tinued by  a  chain  of  high  rocky  islets  all  the  way  to  New 
Guinea,  while  the  depth  of  Torres  Strait  itself  flowing 
between  New  Guinea  and  Australia,  nowhere  exceeds  nine 
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fathoms.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Loniaiade  Archipelago, 
north-east  of  Australia^  is  nothing  mote  than  a  snbmeiged 
portion  of  the  Bonth*eastem  extremity  of  New  Guinea. 
Tasmania  mnst  similarly  be  regarded  as  the  true  southern 
point  of  Australia,  as  the  intervening  Bass's  Strait  is 
shallow,  and  this  island  was  within  a  comparatiyely  recent 
geological  epoch  undoubtedly  connected  with  the  mainland. 

Hence,  in  Peschel's  opinion,  Australia  was  formerly 
far  more  extensive  than  at  present.  It  has  dearly  been 
encroached  upon  along  its  eastern  seaboard,  for  here 
stretches  the  dreaded  Oreat  Barrier  Beef,  whose  coral 
walls  sink  to  considerable  depths  below  the  surface^  and 
which  still  shadows  forth  the  former  limits  of  the  coast 
line  in  this  directioiL  On  this  same  eastern  seaboard, 
though  much  more  removed  from  the  mainland,  we  meet 
some  larger  islands  which  (though  perhaps  before  the  Ter- 
tiary epoch)  may  well  have  formed  part  of  the  Australian 
continent  Conspicuous  amongst  them  is  the  non-vol- 
canic island  of  New  Caledonia^  which  is  at  present  slowly 
subsiding. 

Australia  must,  in  fact,  be  altogether  regarded  as  a 
continent  of  the  Secondary  or  early  Tertiary  period  now 
gradually  disappearing;  and  this  phenomenon  of  subsidence 
is  displayed  even  on  a  still  vaster  scale  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean.  AU  the  so- 
called  '^  atoUs,"  or  true  coral  islands,  have  been  built  up 
on  a  foimdation  of  sunken  land,  and  the  bottom  of  the 
ocean  is  itself  even  now  subsiding  more  and  more.  Of 
the  former  lands  now  submerged  beneath  the  ocean  waves, 
nothing  has  survived  except  the  highest  mountain  crests 
still  represented  by  the  countless  South  Sea  Islands. 

8.  Oeograpkical  Divisions. 
For  the  purposes  of  this  work  we  shall  consider  Aus- 
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tralasia  as  consisting  of  six  parts,  each  of  which  has  a 
distinctive  name  and  is  usually  treated  as  forming  a  geo- 
giaphical  unit,  although  some  of  them  are  leally  hetero- 
geneous, and  should  be  differently  subdivided  to  accord 
with  their  zoological  relations  and  geological  history. 
These  divisions  are — (1.)  Australia,  including  Tasmania ; 
(2.)  Malaysia,  including  the  islands  of  the  Malay  Archi- 
pelago from  Sumatra  to  the  Philippines  and  Moluccas,  and 
forming  the  home  of  the  true  Malay  race ;  (3.)  Melanesia^ 
including  the  chief  islands  inhabited  by  the  black  and 
wooUy-haired  race  &om  New  Guinea  to  the  Fiji  Islands ; 
(4.)  "PoljneBisL,  including  all  the  larger  islands  of  the  Cen- 
tral Pacific  fiK)m  the  Sandwich  Islands  southward ;  (5.) 
Micronesia,  comprising  the  small  islands  of  the  North 
Pacific;  and  (6.)  the  New  Zealand  group. 

These  will  be  further  subdivided  as  occasion  requires, 
and  will  be  taken  in  the  order  above  indicated. 
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CHAPTER  IL 


THE  PHYSICAL  GEOGRAPHY  AND  CLIMATE  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

?  1.  Dimenstans,  Form,  and  Oviline. 


.,4 


NTIL  recently  the  Australian  continent,  especially  in  its 
restem  half,  was  one  of  the  least  known  regions  of  the 
^ilobe.     But  for  some  years  past  the  exploration  of  the 

^^  toimtiy  has  made  such  rapid  strides^  that  we  are  already 
31  a  position  to  form  a  clear  idea  of  its  general  character, 

t    While,  even  r^arding  its  more  special  features  very  little 

'JSy^  soon  remain  to  be  done. 

^;^  With  a  total  area  of  2,983,200  square  miles — ^that  is, 
*  rather  less  than  Europe — ^the  Australian  continent  forms  a 

'^'^^  somewhat  unshapely  mass  of  land,  with  little-varied  out- 
lines, and  a  monotonous  seaboard,  washed  on  the  west  by 
i  the  Indian,  and  on  the  east  by  the  Pacific  Ocean.     In 

'^^  the  North  it  is  separated  ifrom  New  Guinea  by  Torres 

^jk  Stiait^  90  miles  in  breadth ;  and  in  the  south,  fh>m  Tas- 
mania by  the  much-frequented  yet  dangerous  Bass's  Strait 
Parallel  with,  and  about  60  miles  distant  J&om  the  east 
coast,  stretches  the  Great  Barrier  Beef,  which,  throughout 
its  entire  length  of  1200  miles,  presents  only  a  single  safe 
opening  for  ships ;  and  which  reaches  northwards  almost 
to  the  extremity  of  York  Peninsula.  This  peninsula, 
which  is  the  most  distinctive  geographical  feature  of  the 
Australian  continent,  forms^  with  the  more  westerly,  but 
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far  less  boldly  developed  peninsula  of  Amhem  Land,  the 
great  northern  bight  known  as  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria. 
Corresponding  with  this  inlet  is  the  Great  Australian  Bight 
on  the  south  coast,  but  neither  of  them  materially  affects 
the  general  character  of  this  continent  as  a  compact  and 
but  slightly  varied  mass  of  land  The  west  coast  is,  on  the 
whole,  richer  in  bights  and  inlets,  and  also  possesses  several 
good  harbours.  In  the  south,  besides  the  already-men- 
tioned Great  Bight,  nothing  occurs  to  vaiy  the  monotony 
of  the  coast  line  except  Spencer  and  Vincent  Gulfs,  with 
the  neighbouring  Kangaroo  Island,  and  the  narrow  Yorke 
Peninsula,  not  to  be  confounded  with  that  of  like  name 
in  the  nortL 


2.  ffewenrf  Conttmr  of  the  Country. 

The  conformation  of  the  land  is  no  less  simple  than 
the  outlines  of  the  coast  It  rises  generally  from  south 
to  north,  and  from  west  to  east  Mountains  of  consider- 
able size  are  found  in  the  east  alone,  where  they  stretch 
in  several  ranges  parallel  with  the  coast  from  Bass's  Strait 
northwards  to  the  low-ljong  York  Peninsula.  But  even 
in  Western  Australia  we  meet  with  elevated  uplands 
sinking  abruptly  in  some  directions.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  assumption  that  Australia  forms  a  vast  table-land, 
with  elevated  borders,  and  sloping  towards  the  interior, 
where  its  lowest  level  is  that  of  Lake  Eyre  (70  feet  above 
the  sea),  must  be  taken  with  considerable  qualifications. 
It  is,  however,  so  far  true  in  a  general  way,  that  lowlands 
form  the  prevailing  feature  of  the  inland  country. 

The  Australian  highlands  themselves  form  no  con- 
nected whole,  being  everywhere  intersected  by  depressions 
of  all  sorts,  to  such  an  extent,  that  a  mere  rising  of  the 
sea-level  of  no  more  than  500  feet  would  probably  con- 
vert  the  whole   continent  into   a   group  of   numerous 
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klands,  yaiying  in  size  and  eleyation.  These  highlands 
generally  present  the  appearance  of  hilly  upland  plains, 
and  ore  mostly  covered  with  park-like  and  grassy  forests, 
but  without  the  undergrowth,  here  called  *'  scrub,"  which 
is  elsewhere  peculiar  to  Australia.  Here  the  liver  valleys 
are  generally  fertile,  and  more  especially  adapted  for  agri- 
culture. Ilie  cultivable  land,  however,  is  everywhere  dis- 
tributed somewhat  disconnectedly,  and  in  the  form  of 
isolated  oases  over  the  country. 

The  gorges  through  which  the  streams  mostly  make 
their  way  from  the  hills,  are  usually  deep  and  difficult  of 
access,  but  are  nevertheless  distinguished,  especially  in 
the  south,  by  a  rich  and  almost  tropical  vegetation.  Above 
the  upland  plains  there  often  rise  rocky  mountains,  in 
most  cases  forming  connected  chains,  in  many  places  pre- 
senting steep  and  rugged  escarpments,  elsewhere  sloping 
gently  and  gradually  down  to  the  plains.  Nor  are  terrace- 
like  formations  altogether  wanting,  though  these  are  of 
limited  extent  and  imperfectly  developed. 

A  further  peculiarity  of  the  Australian  highlands  is 
their  distribution  mainly  along  the  coasts  round  about  the 
interior,  where  no  extensive  mountain  ranges  have  hitherto 
been  discovered.  Of  distinct  coast  ranges  six  have  already 
been  determined,  the  most  important  of  which  is  that  of 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales,  in  the  south-east  comer 
of  the  continent. 

8.  Mountains  and  Tahle-lands, 

The  Victoria  highlands  form  a  hiUy,  upland,  and  mostly 
fertile  plain,  above  which  rise  two  distinct  ranges,  running 
north  and  south,  the  Grampians  and  the  Pyrenees,  east 
of  which  extends  the  Great  Dividing  Bange ;  while  the 
southern  slopes  are  distinguished  by  a  series  of  low 
volcanic  hills,  with  craters  only  recently  extinct    Farther 
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east  these  higblanda  sre  separated  by  a  broad  depression 
from  the  chain  of  tbe  Australian  Alps,  or  Wairagong 
Mountains,  culminating  in  Mount  Kosciusko  (7308  feet), 
just  vitbiu  tbe  borders  of  New  South  Wales,  and  tbe 
highest  elevation  of  the  continent.  Separated  from  them 
by  upland  valleys  are  the  wooded  but  infertile  Blue 
Moimtains  and  the  Liverpool  Eauge,  running  exception- 
ally east  and  weet,  and  along  whose  northern  slopes 
stretch  tbe  rich  and  lovely  Liverpool  Plains.  East  and 
west  of  them  extend  other  more  elevated  plains,  reach- 
ing far  north,  and  forming  the  fine  pasture-lands  of  New 
England,  which  stretch  almost  to  the  northern  limits  of 
the  highlands.  These  consist  of  tbe  Dividing  Bange, 
skirting  the  valley  of  the  coast  river  Erisbane  on  tbe  west, 
and  sinking  northwards  down  to  tbe  valley  of  the  Burnett. 
On  the  western  slopes  of  the  Dividing  Bange  lie  the  rich 
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and  pleasant  grassy  plains  of  the  Canning  and  Darling 
Downs,  watered  by  the  river  Condamine,  flowing  inland. 

North  of  the  two  last-named  rivers  begin  the  Queens* 
land  highlands,  stretching  in  a  comparatively  narrow  chain 
in  a  north-westerly  direction  as  far  as  the  l?""  S.  lat., 
and  divided  into  two  formations  by  a  depression  in  the 
valley  of  the  Lower  Burdekin.  The  greatest  elevations 
axe  found  at  the  northern  extremity  of  this  range,  where 
it  attains  near  the  coast  a  height  of  6400  feet,  while 
between  these  and  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  is 
an  elevated  hilly  tract  about  2500  feet  above  the  sea.  The 
inland  slopes  of  these  mountains  are  generally  very  fertile, 
and,  towards  the  north,  are  often  distinguished  for  their 
exuberant  vegetation. 

Passing  west  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  we  find  an 
extensive  tract  of  high  table-land,  which  appears  to  attain 
its  greatest  elevation  where  the  Alligator  Eiver  flows  be- 
tween precipitous  walls,  said  by  Leichhardt  to  be  of  the 
enormous  height  of  1 8  0  0  feet^   This  plateau  becomes  lower 

1  It  is  doubtfiil  whether  these  figures  are  correct,  as  they  are  only 
foanded  on  an  estimate  of  Leichhardt.  Unfortunately,  still  more  erroneous 
ideas  hare  become  current  as  to  this  part  of  Australia,  owing  to  the  map 
iUostratini^  Leichhardt*s  Journal  giving  S800  feet  as  the  height  of  these 
precipices^  and  these  extravagant  figures  have  been  repeated  in  many  maps 
and  referred  to  by  many  writers  down  to  the  present  day.  There  can  be 
little  doubt,  however,  tiiat  it  is  an  engraver's  or  copyist's  mistake,  and 
ought  to  be  1800  feei,  and  even  that  is  a  mere  guess  and  liable  to  be  much 
exaggerated.  This  was  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  geologist  of  the 
North  Australian  Expedition  of  1855-56,  first  in  the  Proceedings  qf  the 
Boyal  OeographiccU  Society,  vol.  L  p.  280,  and  again  in  the  Journal  of  the 
same  society,  vol.  xxviii.  p.  137  (1858) ;  but  no  one  seems  to  have  taken 
any  notice  of  his  views — another  instance  of  how  difficult  it  is  to  get  an 
error  corrected  which  has  once  been  promulgated  in  print  on  apparently 
good  authority.  Twenty  years  have  now  passed,  and  it  is  time  that  the 
mistake  should  be  again  pointed  out.  Messrs.  Gregory  and  Wilson  passed 
across  the  country  about  eighty  miles  south  of  the  point  referred  to,  and 
they  nowhere  found  it  more  than  about  1600  feet  above  the  sea,  and  none 
of  the  rocky  valleys  they  encoxmtered  were  more  than  600  feet  deep.  Pre- 
oipicefl  of  8800  feet  exist  nowhere  but  in  the  vicinity  of  great  mountain 
ranges,  and  certainly  imply  a  maximum  height  above  the  sea  of  double 
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towards  the  Boper  and  Victoria  Biveis,  and  then  gradually 
emerges  southward  into  the  great  central  plains ;  but  much 
of  it  appears  to  be  of  exceeding  fertility,  and  full  of  varied 
and  picturesque  scenery. 

Amongst  the  least  known  regions  are  the  highlands 
of  the  north-west,  which  are  intersected  by  the  Victoria 
Biver  flowing  into  the  Queen's  Chaimel,  and  separated 
southwards,  by  a  low  ridge,  from  the  desert  lowlands  of 
the  interior.  Northwards,  the  land  descends  in  broad 
terraces,  interrupted  by  mountain  chains,  and  forming 

that  of  the  precipice,  or  7600  feet  In  the  Blue  Monntains,  where  the 
plateaa  reaches  from  8000  to  4000  feet  above  the  sea,  the  celebrated  pre- 
cipices and  ravines  of  Govett's  Leap  are  about  1000  or  1500  feet,  and  no- 
thing surpassing  them  is  known  in  Australia.  In  1862  M'DouaU  Stuart 
passed  across  the  same  table-land  nearly  parallel  to  Leichhardt's  track,  and 
only  forty  miles  distant  from  it.  His  journal  shows  that  the  country  was 
here  no  higher  than  Mr.  Wilson  found  it  a  little  farther  south,  and  the 
highest  cliffs  he  mentions  are  from  250  to  800  feet  If  we  turn  to  Leich- 
hardt's own  •TbumoZ,  expecting  to  find  some  full  description  of  what  would 
be  one  of  the  greatest  geographical  marvels  in  all  Australia,  we  discover 
nothing  whatever  about  it  On  the  map  we  find  the  ''steep  walls  8800 
feet  high  "  indicated  as  occurring  between  his  stations  of  November  10th 
and  November  11th.  But  on  these  dates  we  find  no  mention  of  anything 
extraordinary ;  but  on  November  17  th  a  great  valley  is  reached,  the  de- 
scent into  which  is  very  dificult  and  required  a  considerable  circuit,  owing 
to  the  steep  rocky  walls  estimated  at  1800  feet  high.  The  map,  we  find, 
was  drawn  from  Leichhardt's  materials  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Perry,  the  Deputy 
Surveyor-General  of  New  South  Wales,  and  was  engraved  in  London  by 
AiTOWsmith,  and  there  is  no  statement  that  Leichaidt  supervised  or  cor- 
rected either  the  draft  map  or  the  engraving,  which^  indeed,  he  could  have 
had  no  opportunity  of  doing,  as  he  had  stsrted  on  his  last  ill-fated  expe- 
dition when  his  Journal  was  published  in  London.  It  is  now,  we  think, 
fully  time  that  this  mythical  "8800  feet"  should  be  entirely  expunged 
from  our  maps  and  geographical  works,  and  that  even  the  sufficiently  mar- 
vellous **  1800  feet"  be  inserted  as  merely  an  estimate  and  not  a  measure- 
ment It  is  necessary  to  call  attention  prominently  to  this  error,  because, 
even  in  a  work  of  such  high  authority  as  the  new  edition  of  the  Bnafelo- 
poedia  Britannica,  in  the  article  "Australia,"  we  find  the  old  statement 
repeated  as  an  established  geographical  fact,  as  follows  : — "On  the  north 
side  of  the  continent,  except  around  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  the  edge  of 
the  sandstone  table-land  has  a  great  elevation ;  it  is  cut  by  the  Alligator 
River  into  gorges  8800  feet  deep." 
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fruitful  plains  watered  by  the  forks  of  the  Victoria,  while 
desolate  lowlands  again  stretch  away  eastwards. 

The  west  Australian  highlands  are  divided  into  two 
sections,  which,  though  connected  together,  are  of  very 
diJBTerent  formatioiL  The  northern  division  consists  of 
wide  and  mostly  fertile  plains,  crossed  by  isolated  chains 
running  east  and  west,  and  intersected  by  the  valleys  of 
the  Ashburton,  Gascoyne,  and  Upper  Murchison,  all 
flowing  westwards  to  the  Indian  Ocean.  The  southern 
section,  beginning  with  the  Middle  Murchison,  presents 
a  very  different  aspect,  of  a  character  highly  tmfavourable 
to  the  development  of  social  culture.  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  small  oases  with  water,  grass,  and  timber,  the 
broad  plains  are  here  extremely  unproductive,  being  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  fresh  water,  and  overgrown  with 
thickets  and  low  brushwood.  There  are  but  few  moun- 
tain ranges,  the  elevations  consisting  more  frequently  of 
low  disconnected  hills.  A  prominent  feature  of  the  land 
are  the  large  salt  basins,  containing  either  brackish  water 
or  else  nothing  but  mud  largely  impregnated  with  alkalies. 
Many  of  these  basins  doubtless  form  connected  river 
systems,  though  certainly  of  the  most  imperfect  and  de- 
fective character,  such  as  those  of  the  Upper  Swan  River, 
and  of  the  Blackwood  in  the  south :  but  in  most  cases 
their  claim  to  be  regarded  as  such  has  not  yet  been  estab- 
lished. The  western  limits  of  these  highlands  towards 
the  coast  form  a  series  of  ridges,  of  which  the  most  con- 
spicuous is  the  Darling  Bange. 

Lastly,  the  south  Australian  highlands,  which  are  the 
least  in  extent,  stretch  from  the  south  coast  northwards 
along  the  eastern  shores  of  the  St.  Vincent  and  Spencer 
Gulfs ;  and  are  limited  eastwards  by  the  lowlands,  and 
on  the  north  by  the  lacustrine  region  centering  in  Lake 
Torrens.  Here  the  most  important  chain  is  the  Fliuders 
Bange. 
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4.  The  Interior. 

The  interior  of  Austaralia  consists  mainly  of  lowlands, 
which  penetrate  even  to  the  coast  at  certain  isolated  points 
where  the  outer  ranges  are  separated  firom  each  other. 
These  lowlands  are  almost  uniformly  of  an  extremely  un- 
favourable character,  forming  some  of  the  most  forbidding 
and  desolate  regions  on  the  face  of  the  globe.  The  flat 
and,  rarely,  hilly  plains,  though  often  interrupted  by  de- 
tached rocky  mountains,  have  mainly  a  sandy,  clayey  soil 
of  a  red  colour,  more  or  less  charged  with  salt  They  are 
covered  chiefly  with  thickets  and  **  scrub  "  of  socisd  plants, 
generally  with  hard  or  prickly  leaves.  This  "scrub," 
which  is  quite  a  feature  of  the  Australian  interior,  is 
chiefly  formed  of  a  bushy  Eucalyptus  which  grows  some- 
thing like  our  osiers  to  a  height  of  eight  or  ten  feet,  and 
often  so  densely  covers  the  ground  as  to  be  quite  impene- 
trable. This  is  the  "Mallee  scrub"  of  the  explorers; 
while  the  still  m(^  dreaded  "  Mulga  scrub "  consists  of 
species  of  prickly  Acacia  which  tear  the  clothes  and 
wound  the  flesh  of  the  traveller. 

There  is  here,  moreover,  an  extraordinary  deficiency 
of  water,  and  a  total  absence  of  springs ;  nothing  in  fact 
but  the  rare  heavy  downpours  converting  the  land  for  the 
time  being  into  an  impassable  swamp,  which  the  long-con- 
tinued ensuing  drought  again  reduces  to  a  stony  consist- 
ency. Still  there  are  sections  of  these  lowlands  present- 
ing special  individual  features,  besides  which  there  exists 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  continent  a  connected  series  of 
upland  plains  and  ranges,  which  may  be  grouped  together 
as  forming  collectively  a  central  Australian  highland 
region. 

In  the  country  inunediately  north  of  Spencer's  Gulf 
is  an  extensive  area  which  may  be  called  the  lake  district 
of  Australia,  and  which  is  nearly  a  thousand  miles  in 
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length  from  south-east  to  north-west  Eirst  we  have  Lake 
Torrens,  more  than  a  hundred  miles  long,  but  not  very 
wida  Lake  Eyre  farther  north  is  much  larger.  To  the 
west  is  the  extensive  Lake  Gairdner,  and  to  the  east  of 
Lake  Eyre  are  Lakes  Blanche,  Gregory,  and  several  others. 
All  these  lakes  are  salt,  and  are  subject  to  great  fluctua- 
tions in  size,  grassy  plains  being  found  in  some  years 
where  extensive  sheets  of  water  at  other  times  cover  the 
country.  Around  them  extends  for  the  most  part  the 
dreariest  coimtry  imaginable,  consisting  of  sandy  ridges, 
either  bare  or  covered  with  scrub,  and  almost  entirely 
without  permanent  supplies  of  water,  although  in  some 
places  small  permanent  springs  have  been  discovered. 
Far  to  the  north-west  of  Lake  Eyre  is  the  equally  extensive 
Lake  Amadous,  bordered  by  salt-crusted  flats  of  treacherous 
mud  which  have  proved  disastrous  to  many  of  the  ex- 
plorers. To  the  north  and  north-west  of  Lake  'Eyre  for 
ten  degrees  of  latitude,  the  country  is  almost  wholly  desti- 
tute of  permanent  water,  and  tins  region  is  also  marked 
by  the  presence  of  the  "spinifex"  or  porcupine  grass 
(Triodia  irriUms).  This  is  a  hard,  coarse,  and  excessively 
spiny  grass,  growing  in  clumps  or  tussocks,  and  often 
covering  the  arid  plains  for  hundreds  of  miles  together. 
It  is  the  greatest  annoyance  of  the  explorer,  as  it  not  only 
renders  travelling  exceedingly  slow  and  painful,  but  wounds 
the  feet  of  the  horses  so  that  they  are  often  lamed  or  even 
killed  by  it  The  tussocks  are  sometimes  three  or  four 
feet  high,  they  are  utterly  uneatable  by  any  animal,  and 
where  they  occur  water  is  hardly  ever  to  be  found. 

If  we  draw  a  line  from  the  western  entrance  of 
Spencer^s  Gulf  on  the  south,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Victoria 
Siver  in  the  north,  we  shall  have  on  the  west  side  of  this 
line  an  almost  unbroken  expanse  of  uninhabitable  country 
reaching  to  the  settlements  of  West  Australia.  This  vast 
area,  extending  from  the  north-west  coast  to  the  shores  of 
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the  great  AustraUan  Bight,  is,  roughly  speaking,  about 
800  miles  square.  It  has  been  crossed  hj  several  ex- 
plorers with  the  greatest  difficulty ;  and  although  a  few 
oases  have  been  found  at  long  intervals,  its  general  cha- 
racter is  that  of  a  waterless  plain  interspersed  with  low  and 
sometimes  rocky  hills,at  times  absolutely  barren,  but  usually 
covered  with  dense  scrub  or  with  the  spiny  Triodia. 

A  little  to  the  east  of  the  same  line,  and  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  continent,  is  a  group  of  highlands,  the 
Macdonnel  Banges  and  Mount  Stewart,  among  which  are 
grassy  plains,  fertile  valleys,  and  more  or  less  numerous 
watercourses.  These  are  continued  towards  the  north  by 
the  Murchison  and  Ashburton  TTilla,  till  they  merge  into 
the  northern  plateau  of  the  Victoria  and  Boper  Sivers. 
Farther  east  is  an  unknown  country,  most  of  which  is  prob- 
ably arid  and  uninhabitable  where  it  is  not  absolutely 
desert,  and  this  stretches  away  till  we  reach  the  more 
fertile  plains  of  Western  Queensland. 

It  is  thus  evident  that  Australia  abounds  in  basins  of 
inland  water,  which,  however,  are  mostly  saline  and  are 
seldom  flooded  all  the  year  roimd.  They  also  differ  from 
other  lakes,  in  so  far  as  they  depend  for  their  supplies 
mainly  on  the  rainy  monsoons,  possessing  no  regular  in- 
fluents or  even  surface  springs,  and  lying  mostly  in  the 
centre  of  waterless,  stony  deserts.  For  Australia,  in 
this  respect  more  African  than  Africa  itself,  is  essen- 
tially the  land  of  wastes  and  steppes.  As  its  most 
elevated  regions  lie  to  the  windward  of  the  continent,  the 
trade-winds  in  surmounting  these  lofty  ranges  already 
lose  a  large  portion  of  their  moisture  before  reaching  the 
interior.  Hence  the  steppes  begin  close  to  the  western 
slopes  of  the  eastern  coast  ranges.  At  first  well-watered 
grazing  grounds,  such  as  the  Darling  Downs,  they  gradu- 
ally become  drier  and  drier  as  we  proceed  westwards. 
The  air  is  farther  heated  in  the  heart  of  the  continent  by 
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contact  with  the  buining  soil,  pieyenting  the  condensation 
of  the  hnmidity  that  still  remains  in  the  easterly  winds. 
Of  constant  lecurrence  in  the  jonmals  of  the  wearied 
travellers  crossing  the  interior  of  the  contiQent  is  the 
remark,  that  the  donds  gather,  the  heavens  become  over- 
cast, threatening  a  downpour  every  moment,  but  always 
with  the  same  disappointing  result.  The  clouds  disperse 
before  the  vapours  are  sufficiently  condensed  to  produce 
rain.  The  heated  ground  raises  the  temperature  of  the 
superincumbent  air  to  such  a  degree  that  the  abeady  per- 
ceptible moisture  is  again  dissolved  into  vapour.  The 
fatal  consequence  is,  that  Australia  possesses  nothing  but 
coast  streams  or  intermittent  watercourses  in  the  interior, 
and  although  it  appears  on  the  maps  as  a  large  island, 
the  heart  of  the  country  is  occupied  by  deserts  as  arid  as 
those  of  the  great  continents. 

5f  Rivers, 

Foremost  among  the  river-valleys  is  the  region  of  the 
Murray  and  Darling  in  the  south-east  of  the  continent, 
forming  jointly  a  water  system  worthy  to  be  compared 
with  those  of  the  Old  and  New  Worlds.  like  the  Amazon, 
it  sends  out  forks  and  ramifications  crossing  many  degrees 
of  latitude  and  longitude,  and  it  gathers  its  waters  from 
the  most  opposite  quarters.  All  the  inland  rivers  of  East 
and  South  Australia,  between  the  26th  and  36th  parallels 
drain  into  one  or  other  of  the  two  main  streams,  whose 
joint  course  stretches  across  thirteen  degrees  of  the 
meridian,  forming  a  triangle  the  points  of  which  might  be 
represented  in  Europe  by  the  cities  of  Turin,  Konigsberg 
and  Belgrade.  The  volume  of  water  flowing  through  the 
winding  beds  of  these  rivers  and  creeks,  though  at  times 
swoUen  to  enormous  proportions,  is  usually  far  from  con- 
siderable, and  occasionally  for  months  together  very  limited. 
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As  in  this  coatinent  generally,  ik%  scenery  of  the 
Murray  ia  c&st  on  veiy  grand  lines.  Pleasant,  undiilating, 
and  graceful  corres  sttetcbiug  avay  for  interminable  dis- 
tances, and  retainii^  the  same  character  for  days  together, 
are  succeeded  in  one  place  by  bold  mountain  masses,  in 
another   by  boundless  plains,  vast    as   the  ocean,  and 


relieved  only  by  the  shimmering  and  hazy  reflection  of 
some  distant  tree,  or  by  the  equally  deceptive  im^e  of  a 
few  stunted  shrubs  exaggerated  out  of  all  proportion  by 
the  mirage  and  other  atmospheric  illosions.  Seen  from 
its  high  banks,  the  river  presents  almost  everywhere  the 
picture  of  a  majestic  stream,  the  grandeur  of  which  is  often 
enhanced  by  the  numerous  channels,  lakes,  and  lagoons 
adding  animation  to  the  surrounding  riverain  scenery. 
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Nevertheleas,  this  region  consists  laigely  of  dreary, 
waterless  plains^  generally  covered  with  dense  bush, 
rarely  reHeved  by  low  woodlands  and  open  glades.  It 
forms  two  distinct  sections,  that  of  the  Murray  on  the 
south  and  the  Darling  on  the  north.  The  former,  which 
is  the  most  important  of  all  Australian  streams^  rises  in 
the  Warragongs  or  Australian  Alps,  and  after  receiving 
the  waters  of  the  Goulbum  and  Loddon,  is  joined  by  the 
Muirumbidgee,  swollen  by  the  Lachlan  from  the  north- 
east, whenever  that  stream  does  not  ran  dry.  A  little 
farther  on  it  forms  a  confluence  with  the  Darling,  also 
from  the  north-east,  and  which,  like  the  Murray,  is  itself 
formed  by  the  union  of  two  head  streams,  collecting  all 
the  waters  flowing  firom  the  western  slopes  of  the  New 
England  and  other  coast  ranges. 

On  the  east  coast  the  Fitzroy  and  BurdeMn  rivers 
are  the  most  important,  the  latter  draining  an  extensive 
area  in  a  north  and  south  direction,  and  about  200  miles 
inland.  The  northern  rivers  are  numerous,  but  not  im- 
portajitb  The  Flinders,  which  enters  the  head  of  the 
Gulf  of  Carpentaria^  is  the  most  extensive^  its  tributaries 
having  their  sources  in  the  elevated  country  about  300 
miles  to  the  south  and  south-east.  In  the  north-west 
the  only  rivers  of  importance  axe  the  Eoper  and 
Victoria^  which  flow  through  an  elevated  country,  through 
deep  gorges  and  among  magnificent  scenery,  and  the 
lower  courses  of  which  are  navigable  for  considerable 
distances.  On  the  west  coast  there  are  no  rivers  of 
importance  ;  for  though  several  of  them  have  courses  of 
200  or  300  miles,  they  scarcely  exist  in  dry  seasons,  and 
are  only  navigable  for  boats  for  very  short  distances.  In 
the  south  there  is  a  complete  absence  of  rivers  from  near 
King  George's  Sound  to  Spencer's  Gulf. 

The  drainage  of  the  interior  is  effected  by  numerous 
creeks  and  watercourses  which  only  run  after  periods  of 
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rain,  and  which  either  lose  themselyes  in  the  desert  oi 
terminate  in  some  of  the  depressions  which  form  the  salt 
lakes.  The  most  extensive  of  these  inland  riveis  are  the 
Barcoo  and  the  Finke,  which  flow  into  Lake  Eyre  from 
the  north-east  and  north-west  respectively.  These  drain 
a  great  extent  of  countiy,  but  usually  form  mere  series  of 
water-holes. 

The  rivers  of  Australia  are,  almost  without  exception, 
subject  to  excessive  irregularities  of  drought  and  flood. 
In  the  eastern  half  of  the  continent  especially,  great 
floods  occur  at  long  intervals,  when  rivers  rise  suddenly, 
overflow  their  banks,  and  carry  devastation  over  wide 
areas.  At  other  times  the  raios  fail  for  years  together, 
and  rivers  which  are  usually  deep  and  rapid  streams 
become  totally  dried  up.  The  state  of  the  coimtry  is 
then  deplorable ;  not  a  blade  of  grass  is  to  be  seen,  and 
cattle  perish  in  great  numbers.  A  tract  of  country  may 
thus  be  described  as  a  flooded  marsh,  a  fertile  plain,  or 
a  burnt-up  desert,  according  to  what  happens  to  be  the 
character  of  the  seasons  at  Uie  period  when  it  is  visited. 

6.  Climate  of  Avstralia. 

Although  Australia  is  such  an  extensive  country,  and 
is  divided  between  the  tropical  and  temperate  zones,  it 
has  nevertheless  much  less  variety  of  climate  than  might 
be  supposed.  It  may  generally  be  described  as  hot  and 
dry,  and,  on  the  whole,  exceedingly  healthy.  In  the 
tropical  portions  the  rains  occur  in  tlie  summer,  or  from 
November  to  April ;  while  in  the  temperate  districts  they 
are  almost  wholly  confined  to  the  winter  months.  The 
greatest  quantity  of  rain  falls  on  the  east  coast,  being  60 
itiches  at  Sydney,  f^iTniniflliiTig  consjiderably  inland,  so  that 
at  Bathurst  (96  miles  from  the  sea)  it  is  only  23  inches, 
at  Deniliquin  (287  miles)  20  inches,  and  at  Wentworth 
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(476  miles)  14  inches.  In  the  south,  at  Melbourne  and 
Adelaide,  the  rain  is  abont  25  and  20  inches ;  in  Western 
Australia  about  30  inches;  in  Queensland  from  40  to 
80  inches  on  the  coast,  but  much  less  at  a  moderate  dis- 
tance inland.  From  Bockingham  Bay  northwards  the 
rains  are  tropical  The  temperature  of  course  varies 
greatly  with  latitude  and  position.  In  the  extreme  south, 
at  Melbourne,  the  temperature  varies  from  about  SO"*  to 
100°  Fahr.  in  the  shade,  the  mean  being  68^  or  the 
same  as  Lisbon.  At  Sydney  the  mean  is  about  S''  higher. 
At  Adelaide,  though  farther  south,  the  mean  temperature 
is  somewhat  greater  than  at  Sydney ;  while  at  Perth, 
farther  north,  it  is  about  the  sama  South  Australia  and 
Victoria^  and  in  a  less  degree  New  South  Wales,  are 
subject  to  hot  winds  from  the  interior  of  a  most  distress- 
ing character,  resembling  the  blast  firom  a  furnace.  The 
thermometer  then  rises  to  115^  and  occasionally  even 
higher  when  extensive  bush  fires  increase  the  heat 
Sometimes  the  hot  winds  are  succeeded  by  a  cold  south 
wind  of  extreme  violence,  the  thermometer  falling  60^  or 
70''  in  a  few  hours.  In  the  desert  interior  these  hot 
winds,  nearer  to  their  source,  are  still  more  severe.  On 
one  occasion  Captain  Sturt  himg  a  thermometer  on  a 
tree  shaded  both  from  the  sun  and  wind.  It  was 
graduated  to  127**  Fahr.,  yet  the  mercury  rose  till  it 
burst  the  tube  1  The  heat  of  the  air  must  therefore  have 
been  at  least  128'',  probably  the  highest  temperature 
recorded  in  any  part  of  the  world,  and  one  which,  if  ,long 
continued,  would  certainly  destroy  life.  The  constant 
heat  and  drought  for  months  together  in  the  interior  are 
often  excessiva  For  three  months  Captain  Sturt  found 
the  mean  temperature  to  be  over  lOl""  Fahr.  in  the 
shade ;  and  the  drought  during  this  period  was  such  that 
every  screw  came  out  of  their  boxes,  the  horn  handles  of 
instruments  and  combs  split  up  into  fine  laminse,  the  lead 
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dropped  out  of  pencils,  their  hair  and  the  wool  of  the 
sheep  ceased  to  grow,  and  their  jBnger-nails  became  biitde 
as  glasa 

Notwithstanding  the  extreme  heat  and  sadden  changes 
of  temperature,  the  climate  of  most  parts  of  Australia  is 
universally  admitted  to  be  exceptionally  healthy.  Epi- 
demic diseases  are  almost  unknown,  and  the  death-rate  for 
the  whole  white  population  is  under  19  per  thousand,  that 
of  England  and  Wales  being  25.  On  the  east  coast,  sea- 
breezes  during  the  day  render  the  heat  less  oppressive, 
while  in  the  winter  westerly  winds  prevail  On  the  west 
coast,  the  heat  and  dryness  of  summer  are  also  tempered  by 
sea-breezes  and  by  occasional  showers  and  thunderstorms ; 
while  in  the  four  winter  months  north-west  winds  prevail, 
accompanied  by  abundant  rains.  Although  subject  to  great 
occasional  irregularities,  the  climate  of  Australia  m  the  tem- 
perate zone  is  on  the  whole  equable,  storms  and  electrical 
disturbances  being  less  frequent  than  in  England. 

7.  ClimcUe  of  New  Sovih  Wales, 

Mr.  H.  C.  Bussell,  the  Government  Astronomer  for 
New  South  Wales,  having  recently  published  a  volume 
devoted  to  the  meteorology  of  this  colony,  we  will  give  a 
summary  of  his  interesting  results  in  further  illustration 
of  the  specialties  of  Australian  climate.^ 

^  The  self-iegifltering  tide-gaage  established  by  Mr.  Russell  at  New- 
castle, near  Sydney,  has  been  the  means  of  making  some  interesting  obser- 
vations on  the  rate  of  propagation  of  vibrations  caused  by  earthquake 
shocks.  In  May  1877  there  was  an  earthquake  on  the  coast  of  Peru,  when 
ships  at  sea  felt  powerful  vibrations  (not  waves).  If^.  Alfred  Tylor,  F.G.S., 
having  been  making  experiments  on  the  rate  of  transmission  of  such  vibra- 
tions, wrote  to  Mr.  RusseU  to  look  at  the  register  of  his  tide-gauge  at  a 
date  specified,  and  was  informed  that  unusual  vibrations  of  the  registering 
pencil  had  occurred  at  the  time  indicated.  The  rate  of  transmission  of 
these  vibrations  across  the  entire  Pacific  Ocean  was  about  five  miles  a 
minute. 
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Within  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales  itself  may  be 
fonnd  a  great  range  of  climates — from  the  cold  at  Eiandra, 
where  the  thermometer  sometimes  falls  8  degrees  below 
zero,  and  wheie  eight  feet  of  snow  has  fallen  in  a  single 
month,  to  the  more  than  tropical  heat  and  extreme  dry- 
ness of  the  inland  plains,  where  frost  is  never  seen,  and 
the  thermometer  in  summer  often  for  days  together 
reaches  from  100''  to  116^  and  where  the  average  annual 
rainfall  is  only  12  to  13  inches,  sometimes  even  none  at 
all  falling  for  an  entire  year. 

The  climate  of  this  part  of  Australia  is  beneficially 
affected  by  a  warm  equatorial  current  setting  south  along 
the  coast  This  famishes  moisture  in  the  summer,  and 
mitigates  the  cold  of  winter.  Bain  here  comes  from  the 
east  or  south-east  with  great  storms  of  wind,  and  it  is 
sometimes  so  violent  that  on  several  occasions  20  inches 
have  been  known  to  fall  in  twenty-four  hours.  On  the 
east  of  the  mountains  the  average  rainfall  is  40  inches, 
and  the  number  of  wet  days  102  ;  while  in  the  interior, 
on  the  west  of  the  mountains^  it  is  about  14  inches  with 
70  wet  days. 

The  summer  heat  on  the  eastern  watershed  is  less  than 
in  the  interior,  but  to  many  persons  it  is  more  trying, 
because  it  is  a  moist  tropical  heat,  whereas  in  the  interior 
it  is  dry  and  bracing. 

8.   Winds. 

In  order  to  comprehend  the  nature  and  causes  of  the 
winds  in  this  country,  it  will  be  well  to  consider,  first, 
what  would  take  place  if  the  greater  part  of  Australia 
were  sunk  beneath  the  ocean.  The  trade-wind  would 
then  blow  steadily  over  the  northern  portions  from  the 
south-east,  and  above  it  a  steady  return  current  would 
blow  to  the  south-east,  while  strong  westerly  and  southerly 
winds  would  prevail  over  the  southern  half  of  the  country. 
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Into  this  system  of  aerial  currents  Australia  introduces 
an  enormous  disturbing  element^  of  which  the  great  in- 
terior plains,  and  the  main  chain  of  mountains  running 
along  the  east  coast,  form  the  most  active  agencies  in 
modifying  the  winds.  The  former,  almost  treeless  and 
waterless,  acts  in  summer  like  a  great  oven  with  more 
than  tropical  heating  power,  and  becomes  the  chief  motor 
force  of  Australian  winds,  by  causing  an  uprush,  and 
consequent  inrush  on  all  sides,  especially  on  the  north- 
west, where  it  has  sufficient  power  to  draw  the  north-east 
trade-wind  over  the  equator  and  convert  it  into  a  north- 
west monsoon ;  which  has  the  effect  of  obliterating  the 
south-east  trades  properly  belonging  to  this  region.  The 
north-west  monsoon  being  heated  in  the  interior,  rises 
up  and  forms  part  of  the  great  return  current  from  the 
equator  towards  the  south  pole. 

That  there  is  a  constant  overhead  current  from  north- 
west to  south-east  may  be  traced,  day  after  day  smd  month 
after  month,  by  the  small  clouds  which  mark  its  lower 
limits  passing  in  ceaseless  streams  to  the  south-east  The 
height  of  this  current  is  generally  about  5000  feet,  but 
it  is  sometimes  much  lower,  so  that  occasionally  it  is 
possible  to  fly  a  kite  at  Sydney,  which  rises  into  it  and 
is  carried  away  to  the  south-east,  while  the  sea-breeze 
below  is  blowing  from  the  east  or  north-east.  These  sea- 
breezes  are  also  due,  primarily,  to  the  inflow  towards  the 
heated  interior,  but  meeting  with  the  mountain  ranges 
they  are  usually  diverted  towards  the  south-west,  and  thus 
appear  as  north-east  winds,  a  diversion  partly  caused  by 
the  friction  of  the  great  north-west  current  overhead. 
When  the  monsoon  is  most  violent  it  carries  off  much  of 
the  sea-breeze  with  it,  producing  a  depression  of  the 
barometer,  when  southerly  winds  rush  in  till  the  baro- 
meter rises  again.  Thunder  and  lightning  usually  follow 
these  changes.     The  heated  north-west  monsoon  has  been 
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felt  in  Tasmania  at  a  height  of  5000  feet  In  winter 
the  heating  influence  of  the  interior  ceases,  the  trade- 
winds  move  farther  north,  and  the  normal  westerly  winds 
prevail  with  storms  and  rain  from  the  soutL 

The  well-known  southerly  '*  bursters "  are  violent 
storms  of  wind  occurring  in  summer  (November  to  Feb- 
ruaiy),  when  the  weather  is  fine  and  hot  with  a  north- 
east breeze.  If  then  the  barometer  falls  fast  in  the 
forenoon,  a  '' burster"  may  be  expected  before  night, 
usually  accompanied  by  thunder  and  much  electrical 
excitement.  Its  approach  is  indicated  by  an  appearance 
as  if  a  thin  sheet  of  cloud  were  being  rolled  up  before  the 
advancing  wind  Clouds  of  dust,  which  penetrate  every- 
where, announce  the  coming  of  the  wind,  which  reaches 
its  greatest  violence  in  an  hour  or  two,  varying  from  30 
to  70  miles  an  hour,  though  sometimes  reaching  90,  and 
on  one  occasion  150,  when  great  damage  was  done.  The 
change  is  sometimes  very  sudden  It  may  be  a  fresh 
north-east  breeze,  and  in  ten  minutes  a  violent  gale  from 
the  soutL  They  usually  end  with  a  thunderstorm  and 
rain.  In  the  autumn  (February)  the  rainfall  accompany- 
ing these  storms  is  often  excessive.  On  the  25  th  of 
February  1873  nearly  nine  inches  of  rain  fell  in  about  the 
same  number  of  hours.  At  Newcastle,  on  March  the 
18th,  1871,  the  heaviest  rainfall  ever  recorded  in  Australia 
occurred ;  ten  and  a  half  inches  of  rain  falling  in  two 
and  a  half  hours,  accompanied  by  a  fearful  squsill  of 
wind  and  rain  with  thunder  and  lightning.  During  the 
whole  storm  more  than  twenty  inches  of  rain  feU  in 
twenty-two  hours. 

The  hot  winds,  which  are  another  remarkable  feature 
of  the  meteorology  of  Australia,  occur  in  New  South 
Wales  usually  from  three  to  seven  or  eight  times  during 
the  summer ;  but  many  more  pass  overhead,  their  only 
efiTect  being  a  rise  in  the  temperatura     The  temperature 
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at  Sydney  yories  from  80^  to  110^  though  it  laiely 
reaches  100^  These  winds  are  felt  over  the  whole  east 
and  south  of  Australia,  and  they  are  even  said  to  he  dis- 
tinctly perceptible  as  far  as  New  Zealand.  The  hot  wind 
generally  comes  on  in  the  forenoon  and  lasts  all  day ;  hut 
sometimes  it  only  blows  for  an  hour  or  two.  It  is  pre- 
ceded by  very  fine  weather,  with  a  gradually  falling 
barometer  and  a  diminishing  sea-breeze.  It  sometimes 
passes  away  quietly,  but  is  more  usually  ended  by  the 
southerly  '*  bursters  "  abeady  described.  Hot  winds  are 
oppressive,  but  not  absolutely  injurious  to  health,  yet 
their  efifect  on  vegetable  life  is  very  marked.  Plants  aU 
droop,  and  those  with  tender  leaves  shrivel  up  as  if  fix>Bt- 
bitten ;  and  there  is  one  instance  on  record  in  which  all 
the  wheat  was  destroyed  over  30  nules  of  country  on  the 
Hunter  Biver.  In  Victoria^  and  especially  in  South  Aus- 
tralia, the  hot  winds  are  more  frequent  and  last  longer, 
and  their  effects  are  more  injurious.  They  are  evidently 
produced  by  the  sinking  down  to  the  surface  of  that 
north-westerly  current  of  heated  air  which,  as  we  have 
seen,  is  always  passing  overhead.  The  exact  causes  that 
bring  it  down  cannot  be  determined,  though  it  evidently 
depends  on  the  comparative  pressures  of  the  atmosphere 
on  the  coast  and  in  the  interior.  Where  from  any  causes 
the  north-west  wind  becomes  more  extensive  and  more 
powerful,  or  the  sea-breezes  diminish,  the  former  will  dis- 
place the  latter  and  produce  a  hot  wind  till  an  equilibrium 
is  restored.  It  is  this  same  wind  passing  constantly  over- 
head that  prevents  the  condensation  of  vapour,  and  is  the 
cause  of  the  almost  uninterrupted  sunny  skies  of  the 
Australian  summer. 

9.  Snow, 

There  is  only  one  instance  known  of  snow  having 
fallen  so  as  to  lie  on  the  ground  in  Sydney.     On  June 
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28^  1836,  it  snowed  for  half  an  hour,  and  lay  on  the 
gronnd  in  places  for  an  hour.  In  other  parts  of  the 
colony,  however,  the  case  is  different.  On  the  southern 
mountains  and  table-lands  three  feet  of  snow  sometimes 
falls  in  a  day,  and  in  1876  a  man  was  lost  in  the  snow 
on  the  borders  of  Gipps  Land  and  New  South  Wales. 
In  the  Maneroo  plains  east  of  the  Australian  Alps  in 
July  1834  a  snowstorm  lasted  three  weeks,  and  on  the 
mountains  the  snow  lay  from  4  to  15  feet  deep,  burying 
the  cattle  in  groups.  The  higher  parts  of  the  railway 
from  Sydney  to  Bathurst  have  been  seen  covered  with 
snow  for  40  miles  continuously.  At  Xiandra  in  the 
Australian  Alps,  one  of  the  highest  and  coldest  towns  of 
New  South  Wales  and  4600  feet  above  the  sea,  snow 
falls  continually  from  May  to  November,  sometimes  for 
a  month  together.  Many  of  the  higher  moimtains  are 
covered  with  snow  all  the  winter,  and  in  many  of  the 
valleys  and  ravines  near  the  summits  snow  lies  in  patches 
all  the  summer.  Below  the  summit  of  Mount  Kosciusko 
a  bed  of  snow  40  feet  thick  was  found  on  the  longest 
day,  and  it  accumulates  in  such  large  masses  that  some 
may  always  be  seen  from  any  elevated  point  commanding 
a  good  view  of  the  higher  moimtains.  On  Moimt 
Kosciusko  it  even  forms  glacier  masses  in  the  deep 
ravines,  which  axe  more  or  less  permanent.  Even  at 
heights  of  5000  feet,  in  situations  favourable  for  the 
accumulation  of  snow,  it  remains  all  the  year.  Yet  the 
highest  ^mountain  (7175  feet)  is  considerably  below  the 
line  of  perpetual  snow  for  this  latitude,  since  on  Mont 
Blanc,  nine  degrees  farther  from  the  equator,  the  snow- 
line is  8500  feet  above  the  sea.  The  difference  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  presence  of  the  warm  oceanic  current 
supplying  abundance  of  moisture  from  below,  while  the 
rapid  radiation  through  a  pure  and  usually  dear  atmo- 
sphere above,  lowers  the  temperature  so  as  to  condense 
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the  vapour  into  snow ;  thus  affording  an  illustration  of  the 
well-lmown  maxim,  that  heat  to  produce  an  ample  supply 
of  vapours  is  essential  to  the  production  of  excessive 
faUs  of  snow. 

10.  Droughts  and  Floods. 

The  rainfall  in  all  parts  of  Australia  is  very  unequal, 
but  less  so  on  the  west  and  south  coasts  than  on  the  east 
and  in  the  interior.  At  Sydney  the  annual  rainfall  has 
varied  from  22  to  82  inches;  the  consequence  of  such 
iixegularity  being  that  the  coimtry  is  subject  to  altema- 
tions  of  droughts  and  floods.  In  the  table-land  west  of 
the  main  range,  and  25  miles  south-west  of  Goulbum,  at 
an  elevation  of  2260  feet  above  the  sea,  is  situated  Lake 
Geoige.  In  1824  it  was  20  miles  long  and  8  miles 
wide,  enclosed  by  thickly-wooded  steep  hills.  It  gradually 
diminished  in  size,  till  about  1837  it  became  quite  dry 
and  was  converted  into  a  grassy  plain.  After  a  few 
yeais  it  gradually  filled  again,  till  in  1865  it  was  17 
feet  deep.  Two  years  later  it  was  only  two  feet  deep ; 
but  in  1876  it  was  again  20  miles  long  and  about  20 
feet  deep,  and  the  old  water-marks  show  that  it  has 
sometimes  reached  three  feet  higher. 

On  the  east  coast  of  New  South  Wales  hardly  any 
rain  fell  in  the  years  1814  and  1815;  and  again  in 
1827,  1828,  and  1829,  there  was  a  long  period  of 
drought,  during  which  the  beds  of  deep  and  rapid  streams 
became  diy  for  miles.  Every  blade  of  grass  was  destroyed 
over  large  tracts  of  country,  and  cattle  perished  by  thou- 
sands. At  intervals  of  a  few  years  similar  droughts  have 
occurred,  and  the  present  year,  1878,  has  seen  one  of 
great  severity.  Alternating  with  these  droughts  arc 
disastrous  floods,  caused  by  the  enormous  and  sudden 
rainfalls  already  referred  to.  On  March  22,  1806,  the 
Hawkesbury  river  rose  in  some  places  93  feet  above  its 
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ordinary  level;  two  hundred  wheat  stacks  were  swept 
away,  many  lives  were  lost,  and  hundreds  of  persons  only 
escaped  by  climbing  up  trees  or  to  the  roofs  of  houses. 
In  1809  there  was  another  and  still  greater  flood,  when 
the  water  rose  50  feet  at  the  town  of  Eichmond.  In 
1867  this  was  suipassed  by  a  rise  of  63  feet  at  Sich- 
mond,  only  five  feet  below  the  highest  spot  of  ground  in 
the  town,  so  that  the  destruction  to  property  may  be 
imagined.  In  consequence  of  these  floods  landslips 
occurred ;  fifty  acres  of  land  being  washed  away  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Hawkesbury  and  Grose  rivers.  The 
Hunter,  Darling;  Murrumbidgee,  and  many  other  rivers, 
have  been  subject  to  similar  flooda 
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CHAPTER   m. 

THE  NATURAL  HISTORY  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

1.  CJiaracteristies  of  Australian  Vegetation. 

In  Australia  the  vegetable,  no  less  than  the  animal 
kingdom,  presents  features  altogether  different  from  those 
of  other  continents ;  and  the  naturalist  finds  himself  in  a 
strange  and  isolated  world,  having  comparatively  little  in 
common  with  other  divisions  of  the  eartL  In  order  to 
exhibit  clearly  the  main  peculiarities  which  distinguish 
the  vegetable  world  in  Australia,  we  shall  first  describe 
the  general  aspects  and  prominent  features  of  the  vegeta- 
tion, and  then  discuss  some  of  the  botanical  characteristics 
which  throw  light  upon  its  early  history  and  relations 
with  other  parts  of  the  globe. 

The  extensive  seaboard  is  everywhere  characterised 
by  a  v^tation  of  a  remarkably  sombre  and  uniform 
colour,  occasioned  maLoly  by  the  peculiar  foliage  of  the 
Eucalyptus  and  scrub,  the  leaves  of  which  lack  that 
striking  contrast  of  shade  on  their  outer  and  imder 
surfaces,  which  contributes  so  largely  to  the  shifting  tints 
of  our  European  woodlands.  Instead  of  spreading  out 
horizontally,  the  foliage  mostly  hangs  vertically  from  the 
branches,  hence  produciag  little  shade  in  the  forests; 
travelling  through  which  is  thereby  rendered  aU  the  more 
fatiguing  in  the  hot  midday  sun. 

The  uniformity  of  this  vegetation  is  intensified  by  the 
great  area  over  which  the  same  forms  extend.  The 
change  of  the  seasons  also,  elsewhere  causing  the  firesh 
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and  vivid  green  of  the  early  spring  to  be  succeeded  hj 
the  softer  smniner  hues  and  glorious  golden  tints  of 
autanm,  ia  marked  by  no  such  striking  contrasts  in  the 
unvarying    mantle    of    dull   olive  gteen   clothing   the 
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Aoatialian  vroodlands.  Tet  in  the  midst  of  this  apparent 
monotony  we  light  occasionally  on  spots  covered  by  a 
gigantic  and  exuberant  growth,  here  and  there  disposed 
in  stately  avenues  free  of  scrub  or  underwood,  elsewhere 
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opening  on  sonny  glades  and  sloping  valleys,  watered  by 
purling  streams  and  clothed  with  the  softest  verdure. 
In  other  places  the  woodlands  form  a  fringe  round  an 
open  country,  varied  with  hill  and  dale,  and  pleasantly 
relieved  with  isolated  clusters  of  forest  trees,  covered  with 
the  richest  herbage,  and  decked  with  flowers  of  the  most 
varied  hues  and  forms.  Or  else  the  woodlands  change  to 
an  interminable  thicket,  where  countless  flowering  shrubs 
and  lovely  twining  plants  form  an  impenetrable  mass  of 
tangled  foliage,  such  as  can  be  matched  by  the  virgin 
forests  of  Brazil  alone. 

A  striking  contrast  to  this  luxuriant  vegetation  of 
the  woodlands  is  presented  by  that  of  the  various  kinds 
of  "  scrub  "  and  heath,  which  cover  so  laige  a  portion  of 
the  surface  of  Australia.  An  excellent  observer,  the  Bev. 
J.  E.  Woods,  remarks  on  the  incorrectness  of  statements 
as  to  the  general  fertility  of  a  country  so  laigely  covered 
by  what  are  practically  deserts.  Just  as  Tartary  is 
characterised  by  its  steppes,  America  by  its  prairies,  and 
Africa  by  its  deserts,  so  Australia  has  one  feature  peculiar 
to  itself,  and  that  is  its  ^scrubs."  Not  only  do  they 
recur  constantly  with  the  same  soil  and  the  same  peculi- 
arities, but  even  in  widely  distant  districts  their  flora  is 
very  similar.  There  is  something  in  them  peculiarly 
Australian,  and  as  they  are  repeatedly  mentioned  in  almost 
every  page  of  every  book  on  Australian  exploration  or 
travel,  some  account  of  what  constitutes  a  "  scrub  "  will 
be  interesting  to  our  readers,  more  especially  as  the 
writers  of  such  works  almost  invariably  look  upon  them 
as  too  familiar  to  need  description.  One  of  the  most 
common  terms  used  by  explorers  is  "  Mallee  "  scrub,  so 
called  from  its  being  composed  of  dwarf  species  of 
Eucalyptus,  called  "  Mallee  "  by  the  natives.  The  species 
that  forms  the  "  Mallee  "  scrub  of  South  Australia  is  the 
Euocdyptus  dumosa,  and  it  is  probable  that  allied  species 
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receive  the  same  name  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
The  appearance  of  the  ''Mallee"  is  something  like  a 
bushy  willow  or  osier,  the  stems  growing  close  together 
like  reeds,  so  close  that  there  are  often  ten  or  twelve  in 
a  square  foot  of  ground.  They  grow  14  feet  high  with- 
out a  branch,  and  when  a  road  is  cut  through  a  scrub  of 
this  kind  it  appears  like  a  deep  trench,  or  as  if  enclosed 
by  high  walls.  The  aspect  of  such  a  country  is  very 
gloomy.  From  any  eminence  you  see  nothing  but  a  dark 
brown  mass  of  bushes  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  The 
soil  is  generally  a  yellow  sand,  and  when  a  patch  of  it  is 
visible  it  gives  an  air  of  sterility  in  exchange  for  the 
monotony  of  the  scrub.  But  the  surface  is  generally 
unbroken,  seeming  like  a  heaving  ocean  of  dark  waves,  out 
of  which,  here  and  there,  a  tree  starts  up  above  the  brush- 
wood, making  a  mournful  and  lonely  landmark.  On  a 
dull  day  the  view  is  most  sad,  and  even  sunlight  makes 
it  little  more  cheerful,  for  seldom  bird  or  living  thing 
gives  variety  to  the  scene,  while  light  only  extends  the 
prospect  and  makes  it  more  hopeless.  In  the  south- 
eastern parts  of  South  Australia  there  is  a  tract  about 
9000  square  miles  in  extent  covered  with  an  unbroken 
expanse  of  tins  scrub,  and  similar  tracts  of  it  occur  over 
eveiy  part  of  the  southern  half  of  Australia. 

StUl  more  dreaded  by  the  explorer  is  the  ''  Mulga " 
scrub,  consisting  chiefly  of  bushy  acacias.  These  grow 
in  spreading  irregular  bushes  armed  with  strong  spines, 
and  where  matted  with  other  shrubs  form  a  mass  of 
vegetation  through  which  it  is  impossible  to  penetrate. 
Fortunately  this  is  far  less  common  than  the  "  Mallee,"  or 
the  labour  of  the  explorer  would  be  still  moro  distressing 
than  it  is.  Other  scrubs  are  formed  chiefly  by  the"  tea- 
tree"  of  the  colonists.  This  is  a  species  of  Melaleuca,  a 
beautiful  flowering  shrub  allied  to  the  myrtle,  and  very 
abundant  in  all  parts  of  Australia.     These  do  not  grow 
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in  such  dense  masses ;  and,  mingled  with  a  variety  of  otiier 
shrubs,  form  one  of  the  ordinary  and  least  disagreeable  of 
the  scrubs  which  occupy  so  much  of  the  interior. 

Next  in  extent  to  the  "  Mallee  "  scrub  is  the  country 
occupied  by  dwarf  shrubs,  and  generally  known  as  ''heath." 
This  usually  consists  of  vast  level  sandy  tracts,  dusty  in 
summer  and  boggy  in  winter,  supporting  no  grass,  and 
but  a  few  stunted  trees,  and  everywhere  covered  with  a 
tangled  mass  of  woody  vegetation  about  two  feet  high. 
In  spring  this  country  is  excessively  beautiful  from  its 
varied  and  bright-coloured  flowers,  among  which  are  tiie 
numerous  species  of  Epaciis,  Boronia^  Corrcea,  Dflwynnia, 
and  other  ornaments  of  our  greenhouses.  Mingled  vrith 
these  are  larger  bushes  of  Melaleuca  and  Banksia.  The 
latter  is  sometimes  abundant,  and  is  called  the  native 
honeysuckle  or  bottle-brush  tree.  It  is  an  irr^ularly 
branched  bushy  tree,  with  wedge-shaped  leaves,  and 
studded  all  over  with  yeUow  flowers  shaped  like  a  bottle- 
brush,  but  as  the  old  decaying  flowers  and  seed-vessels 
remain  for  years  on  the  tree,  it  always  looks  more  or  less 
unsightly. 

The  most  terrible  production  of  the  Australian  in- 
terior is,  however,  the  "spinifex,"  or  porcupine  grass 
{Triodia  irrUans),  which  extends  for  hundreds  of  miles 
over  sandy  plains,  and  probably  covers  a  greater  amount 
of  surface  than  any  other  Australian  plant  It  does  not, 
however,  appear  to  extend  south  of  about  28''  south  lati- 
tude, so  that  the  settled  districts  are  wholly  free  from  it. 

Many  remarkable  types  of  vegetation  give  a  special 
character  to  Australian  scenery.  Foremost  among  these  are 
the  noble  gum-trees  of  the  genus  Eucalyptus.  These  often 
attain  a  height  of  more  than  250  feet,  and  a  girth  of  from 
12  to  20  feet.  The  banks  of  the  rivers  and  watercourses 
are  generally  bordered  with  these  gigantic  trees,  which 
mark  the  course  of  the  stream  from  a  long  distance  as  it 
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wandeiB  through  the  open  plains  or  low  desert  scrub. 
Other  species  form  dense  forests  on  the  mountain  slopes, 
and  among  these  have  been  discovered  the  true  giants  of 
the  y^etable  kingdom,  surpassing  even  the  far-famed 
WeUingtonias  of  GaUfomia.  In  the  Dandenong  Bange, 
about  forty  miles  east  of  Melbourne,  the  ravines  contain 
numerous  trees  over  420  feet  high,  and  one  fallen  tree 
was  discovered  of  the  enormous  length  of  480  feet — 
undoubtedly  the  grandest  tree  in  the  world.  The  numer- 
ous species  of  Eucalyptus,  known  as  red  gum,  blue  gum, 
stringy-bark,  iron-bark,  box,  peppennint,  and  many  others, 
produce  valuable  timber,  each  having  special  qualities 
adapting  it  for  certain  uses. 

The  Casuarina^  Beefwood,  or  Shea-oak  of  the  colonists, 
are  names  applied  to  a  remarkable  group  of  leafless  trees, 
whose  long  drooping  rigid  branchlets,  resembling  those  of 
our  ''horsetails/'  render  them  the  most  singular  and 
picturesque  objects  of  the  Australian  flora.  The  wood 
though  soft  is  tough,  and  of  the  colour  of  raw  beef,  whence 
its  local  names.  These  trees  are  most  abundant  in  the 
south  and  west,  and  are  often  found  in  the  barren  wastes 
of  the  interior. 

The  grass-trees  (Xanthorrea)  are  a  peculiar  feature  in 
the  Australian  landscape.  From  a  rugged  stem,  varying 
firom  2  to  10  or  12  feet  in  height,  springs  a  tuft  of  droop- 
ing wiry  foliage,  from  the  centre  of  which  rises  a  spike 
not  unlike  a  huge  bulrush.  When  it  flowers  in  winter, 
this  spike  becomes  covered  with  white  stars,  and  a  heath 
covered  with  grass-trees  then  has  an  appearance  at  once 
singular  and  beautiful 

Nowhere  in  the  world  are  Acacias  so  abundant  as  in 
Australia,  which  contains  nearly  300  species  of  the  genus. 
They  abound  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  are  called 
"  wattles,"  their  elegant  yellow  blossoms,  usually  firagrant^ 
adding  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  the  country  in  early 
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spring.  Aromatic  foliage  and  odoriferous  flowers  are 
especially  abundant  in  Australia,  so  that  the  "  bush  "  is 
more  or  less  fragrant  throughout  the  year. 

In  contrast  to  the  usually  arid  and  somewhat 
monotonous  aspect  of  Australian  y^tation,  many  of  the 
deep  ravines  and  sheltered  valle3rs  of  the  eastern  slope  of 
the  mountains  of  New  South  Wales  are  clothed  with 
forests  of  wild  luxuriance.  One  of  these  districts,  which 
from  being  easily  accessible  is  better  known  than  the 
rest,  is  lUawarra,  situated  about  fifty  miles  south  of 
Sydney,  between  the  coast  range  and  the  ocean.  On 
descending  into  these  vaUeys  we  leave  a  dry  and  arid 
country  with  a  stunted  vegetation,  and  find  ourselves  in 
a  damp  and  humid  atmosphere  sheltered  by  rocky  barriers, 
and  presenting  on  every  side  a  luxuriant  wealth  of  foliage. 
Here  are  graceful  palms  rising  to  70  or  even  100  feet; 
the  Indian  fig  with  its  tortuous  branches,  clothed  with  a 
drapery  of  curious  parasites ;  while  graceful  tree-ferns,  30 
feet  high,  flourish  in  the  damp  atmosphere  of  the  sheltered 
dells.  The  forest  is  often  so  rank  with  creepers,  ferns, 
and  vines,  as  to  be  quite  impassable,  and  the  gigantic 
stag-horn  fern  grows  from  the  topmost  limbs  of  the 
loftiest  trees.  One  of  the  most  striking  plants  of 
Australia,  the  "  flame-tree,"  belonging  to  the  natural  order 
Sterculiacese,  when  covered  with  its  large  racemes  of  red 
flowers,  renders  the  lUawarra  mountains  conspicuous  for 
miles  out  at  sea. 

Among  the  more  remarkable  individual  plants  of  the 
Australian  flora,  we  may  mention  the  fire-tree  of  West 
Australia,  which  belongs  to  the  same  natural  order  as  our 
mistletoe  (Loranthaceae),  and  is  the  only  non-parasitical 
plant  of  the  order.  When  in  fiower  it  is  so  covered  with 
its  orange-coloured  blossoms  that  it  is  compared  to  a  tree 
on  fire.  The  Stenocarpiis  Cunninghami  of  Queensland  is 
a  tree  which  grows  50  feet  high,  and  when  in  bloom 
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displays  one  goigeous  mass  of  orange-tipped  crimson 
stamens.  The  "  Warratah  "  of  New  South  Wales  grows 
with  a  single  stem  about  six  feet  high,  bearing  at  its  ex- 
tremity a  crimson  blossom  resembling  a  full-blown  peony. 
This  and  the  last  belong  to  the  Proteacess,  a  family  highly 
characteristic  of  Australia.  Still  more  remarkable  is  the 
rock-lily,  a  giant  among  its  allies ;  for  it  sends  up  a  flower- 
stalk  30  feet  high,  bearing  at  its  summit  a  crown  of  lily- 
like flowers  several  feet  in  circumference.  Lovely  bulbous 
plants  and  strange-flowered  terrestrial  orchids  also  aboimd ; 
so  that,  although  much  of  the  Australian  landscape  is  bar- 
ren-looking, and  for  many  months  in  the  year  the  grass  and 
herbage  is  almost  completely  parched  up,  yet  no  country 
in  the  world  affords  a  greater  variety  of  lovely  flowers  or 
more  strange  and  interesting  forms  of  vegetable  life. 

Besides  the  vegetation  of  the  plains  and  lower  hills, 
the  loftier  mountains  of  Australia  possess  a  siugular  and 
beautiful  alpine  vegetation,  in  which  the  productions  of 
the  two  hemispheres  are  strangely  intermingled.  Here 
are  found  species  of  Banunculus,  Geum,  Gentiana,  Gaul- 
theria,  Myosotis,  Senecio,  and  many  others,  exactly  cor- 
responding to  the  alpine  plants  of  Europe,  though  mostly 
of  distinct  species ;  while  mingled  with  these  are  dwarf 
alpine  forms  of  purely  Australian  groups,  such  as  Oxylo- 
bium,  Brachycome,  Acacia,  Hovea,  and  Bossisea.  These 
distinct  types  occur  on  all  the  mountains  of  Victoria  and 
New  South  Wales,  which  reach  an  altitude  of  5000  feet; 
and,  strange  to  say,  not  only  are  many  of  the  genera  pecu- 
liarly northern,  but  a  considerable  nxmiber  of  species  are 
absolutely  identical  with  those  of  Europe.  Sir  Joseph 
Hooker  has  given  a  list  of  thirty-eight  species  of  plants 
which  are  almost  entirely  restricted  to  the  colder  parts  of 
the  northern  hemisphere,  but  which  yet  reappear  on  the 
mountains  of  Australia,  a  few  of  them  also  extending  to 
New  Zealand  and  temperate  South  America 
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2.  Botanical  Featv/res  and  BeUUixms  of  i^ 

The  Australian  flora  is  so  lemarkable  and  instractive, 
and  has  been  the  subject  of  such  a  philosophical  treatise 
by  one  of  the  first  of  living  botanists,^  that  no  apol()g7  is 
needed  for  the  introduction  of  a  popular  account  of  its 
more  interesting  features  into  a  geographical  inanual 

The  flora  of  Australia,  taken  as  a  whole,  is  distin- 
guished by  several  peculiarities.  Thus,  it  contains  more 
genera  and  species  peculiar  to  itself,  and  fewer  plants 
belonging  to  other  parts  of  the  world,  than  any  other 
country  of  equal  extent  Many  Australian  plants  have 
a  peculiar  habit  or  physiognomy,  giving  in  some  cases  a 
peculiar  character  to  its  forest  scenery,  such  as  the  Euca- 
lypti, the  Proteacese,  the  Casuarinse,  as  well  as  the  Grass- 
trees,  the  Banksias,  and  many  others.  A  great  many 
species  possess  anomalous  organs,  as  the  pitchers  of  Ceph- 
alotus,  the  deciduous  bark  and  remarkable  vertical  leaves 
of  Eucalyptus ;  the  phyllodia,  or  dilated  petioles,  which 
take  the  place  of  leaves  in  many  Australian  species  of 
Acacia ;  the  ragged  foliage  of  many  Proteace®,  etc.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  these  marks  of  specialty,  the  proportions 
of  the  great  botanical  subdivisions  to  each  other  is  the 
same  as  in  other  parts  of  the  world ;  there  are  no  widely 
distributed  orders  absent  from  Australia,  and  there  is  no 
Australian  order  (with  two  small  exceptions)  that  is  not 
found  also  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  It  is  also  to  be 
noted  that  even  the  most  characteristic  types  of  Austra- 
lian vegetation  are  closely  allied  to  other  groups  which 
are  widely  spread  over  the  globe.  Thus  the  Australian 
Epacrises  are  allied  to  the  heaths,  the  Goodeniacese  to  the 
Campanulas,  and  the  CasuannesB  to  the  Myricacese.     It 

^  On  the  Flora  o/AuOralia;  its  Origin,  Affinities,  and  DistrihuHon  .• 
being  an  Introductory  Essay  to  the  Flora  of  Tasmania,  By  Joseph  Dalton 
Hooker,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  L.S.,  and  6.S.  London :  Lovell,  Reeve,  and  Co. 
1859. 
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follows,  that  although  the  Australian  flora  is  highly  pecu- 
liar, it  is  not  a  peculiarity  which  implies  a  distinct  origin, 
but  merely  a  great  isolation  firom  the  rest  of  the  world. 
About  8000  species  of  flowering  plants  have  been  dis- 
covered in  Australia ;  and  it  is  now  so  well  known  that 
probably  not  more  than  2000  remain  to  be  discovered, 
making  a  total  of  10,000  species.  This  is  a  greater 
numbear  than  are  contained  in  all  Europe,  which  is  so 
much  more  varied  in  climate  and  aspect,  while  the  surface 
of  fertile  ground  clothed  with  a  varied  vegetation  in  Aus- 
tralia is  hardly  more  than  a  fifth  of  the  similarly  clothed 
surface  of  Europe. 

Ck)ntraiy  to  what  we  might  expect  to  be  the  case, 
this  enormous  variety  of  plants  is  due  to  the  richness  of 
the  temperate  rather  than  the  tropical  parts  of  the 
country.  The  temperate  flora  is  estimated  by  Dr.  Hooker 
at  5800  species;  the  tropical  at  only  2200;  and  the 
results  of  recent  explorations  seem  to  show  that  there  is 
a  much  greater  probability  of  making  additions  to  the 
former  than  to  the  latter.  The  tropical  flora,  too,  is  far  less 
peculiar,  being  characterised  by  the  addition  of  certain 
Indian,  Malayan,  and  Polynesian  groups  to  a  portion  of 
the  temperate  Australian  flora. 

The  peculiar  v^etation  of  Australia  is  thus  wholly 
extra-tropical,  and  is  confined  to  the  belt  of  fertile  and 
mountainous  land  surrounding  the  desert  interior  on  the 
south,  east,  and  west.  Two-fifths  of  its  genera,  and  no 
less  than  seven-eighths  of  its  species,  are  altogether  con- 
fined to  it ;  yet  no  less  than  200  of  the  genera  are  found 
also  in  Europe. 

The  most  remarkable  feature  of  the  temperate  Aus- 
tralian flora  is  the  great  difference  between  its  eastern  and 
western  portions  ;  and,  what  is  more  remarkable  still, 
Western  Australia,  which  is  much  poorer  in  soil,  has  less 
extensive  and  less  lofty  mountains,  and  a  much  smaller 
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area  of  fertile  land,  yet  actually  possesses  a  richer  flora 
than  Eastern  Australia.  The  south-western  flora  consists 
of  3600  species;  the  south-eastern  flora  (including  that 
of  Tasmania),  of  only  3000  species;  and  of  these  num- 
bers only  about  300  are  common  to  both.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  it  is  in  the  number  of  species  that  the 
south-western  flora  is  so  much  superior ;  in  the  number 
of  distinct  genera  and  natural  orders  represented,  the 
south-eastern  has  the  advantage.  The  large  genera  com- 
mon to  both  sides  of  the  continent  are  remarkably  dis- 
tinct, not  a  single  species  of  Acacia,  Melaleuca,  or  Euca- 
lyptus being  common  to  the  two,  although  these  three 
genera  comprise  more  than  450  species. 

The  difiTerence  between  these  two  floras  is  also  very 
remarkable,  if  we  consider  genera  instead  of  species. 
There  are  about  180  genera  in  the  west,  which  are  either 
absent  or  represented  by  very  few  species  in  the  east ; 
yet  these  180  genera  include  nearly  1100  species.  Ko 
less  than  17  large  genera  are  entirely  peculiar  to  the 
west,  while  such  a  characteristic  Australian  genus  as 
Epacfis  is  altogether  absent  In  order  to  make  up  the 
greater  number  of  species  with  a  smaller  number  of  genera, 
we  find  that  the  West  Australian  genera  have,  on  the 
average,  moi'e  8X)ecies  than  those  of  the  east ;  the  former 
having  17  genera,  with  30  species  and  upwards  in  each ; 
the  latter  only  11.  Many  of  the  species  of  Western 
Australia  have  a  wonderfully  restricted  range,  so  that 
Swan  River  and  King  George's  Sound,  only  200  miles 
apart,  and  with  continuous  hmd  between,  are  much  more 
distinct  in  their  plants  than  Tasmania  and  Victoria,  sepa- 
rated by  a  wide  arm  of  the  sea.  It  is  to  be  noted,  too, 
that  this  Western  Australian  flora  is  purely  Australian, 
having  no  intermixture  of  those  European,  Antarctic,  or 
Malayan  types  which  abound  in  the  flora  of  East  Aus- 
tralia.   South  Australia  occupies  an  intermediate  zone,  and 
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appears  to  have  received  its  rather  poor  flora  by  migration 
from  both  the  east  and  west  It  possesses  hardly  any 
special  features,  and  is  therefore  of  little  importanca 

The  wonderful  assemblage  of  plants  so  pecidiarly 
Australian  in  diaracter,  and  so  abundant  in  genera  and 
species,  crowded  together  in  the  south-western  extremity 
of  the  continent,  on  a  comparatively  narrow  tract  of  land 
between  the  interior  deserts  and  the  sea,  offers  a  difficult 
problem  to  the  naturalist  It  is  evidently  not  derived 
from  any  other  existing  country,  and  it  is  equally  clear 
that  it  must  have  been  developed  in  some  wider  and  more 
varied  area  than  that  in  which  it  now  exists ;  where,  in- 
deed, it  has  all  the  appearance  of  the  remnant  of  an  even 
richer  flora  compressed  within  narrow  limits,  since  the 
rarity  and  limited  range  of  many  of  its  component  species 
are  usually  held  to  be  the  precursors  of  extinction.  Dr. 
Hooker  su^ests,  as  a  pure  speculation,  that  the  antece- 
dents of  the  peculiar  Australian  flora  may  have  inhabited 
an  area  to  the  westward  of  the  present  Australian  conti- 
nent, and  that  the  curious  analogies  which  the  latter 
presents  with  the  South  African  flora  may  be  connected 
with  such  a  prior  state  of  things.  When  treating  of  the 
geological  history  of  Australia,  we  shall  give  some  reasons 
for  believing  that  we  have,  in  this  suggestion,  a  clue  to 
the  solution  of  the  problem. 

8.  The  external  Bdatiom  of  fhz  Australian  Flora, 

The  most  interesting  external  relations  of  the  Aus- 
tralian temperate  flora,  are,  with  the  Antarctic  islands,  with 
South  AMca,  and  with  Europe. 

There  are  about  a  dozen  genera  of  plants,  especially 
characteristic  of  Antarctic  lands  (including  in  that  term 
all  the  islands  south  of  New  Zealand,  and  America  south 
of  Chili)  which  axe  also  found  in  the  mountains  of  South- 
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Eastern  Australia ;  ^hile  there  are  more  than  twenty 
species  common  to  these  two  districts.  There  is,  however, 
nothing  to  show  whether  these  were  originally  Anstralian 
or  Antarctic  plants,  or  in  what  direction  the  migration 
has  taken  place. 

The  South  African  flora  is  as  distinct  from  that  of 
tropical  Africa  as  the  temperate  Australian  is  from  that  of 
Malaya  and  India :  any  resemblance  between  these  two 
widely-separated  south-temperate  floras  is  therefore  of  great 
interest.  The  resemblance  consists,  first,  in  the  prevalence 
of  certain  types  of  plants, — as  terrestrial  Orchidese,  Dros- 
eraceae,  Liliacese,  Capparidese,  etc., — ^but  this  may  be  due 
to  a  similarity  of  climate  and  physical  conditions.  More 
important  is  the  occurrence  of  certain  families  and  genera 
which  are  found  nowhere  else.  Thus  the  two  families 
Proteacese  and  Bestiacese  are  abimdant  in  both  countries, 
but  have  only  a  few  straggling  species  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world.  There  are  also  five  genera  which  are 
strictly  limited  to  these  two  regions,  and  ten  more,  common 
to  these  and  the  Antarctic  lands,  but  not  found  else- 
where. Again,  some  groups  of  one  coimtry  are  closely 
represented  by  allied  forms  in  the  other ;  the  true  heaths 
(Ericeffi)  swarming  in  South  Africa,  and  their  dose  allies 
the  Epacrideffi  being  almost  equally  abundant  in  Australia 
and  the  immediately  adjacent  lands.  These  undoubted 
affinities  between  the  two  floras  are  the  more  remarkable 
because  their  radical  distinctness  is  no  less  certain.  There 
are  sixteen  natural  orders  in  each  which  are  altogether 
wanting  in  the  other.  Myrtles,  which  include  the 
Eucalypti,  are  exceedingly  abundant  in  Australia,  but  very 
rare  in  South  Africa;  while  Geraniums,  Oxalises,  Crassulas, 
and  Asclepiads  abound  in  South  Africa,  but  are  rare  in 
Australia.  The  aspect  of  the  two  floras  is  also  very  dif- 
ferent; succulent  plants — such  as  Crassulaceas,  Meeem- 
biyacese.   Aloes,   and   Euphorbiacese — ^giving    a    special 
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character  to  the  Cape  flora,  but  being  alinost  entirely 
absent  from  Anstralia^  where,  on  the  other  hand,  Coni- 
fens  and  lofty  forest-trees  with  eyergreen  foliage  abound 
to  an  extent  unknown  in  South  Africa  We  have  here 
evidently  two  radically  distinct  temperate  floras,  between 
which  some  small  amount  of  interchange  has  taken  place 
at  a  remote  epoch. 

The  European  element  in  the  Australian  flora  is  far 
more  prominent  than  either  of  the  preceding,  and  is  per- 
haps more  dif&cult  to  account  for.  Dr.  Hooker  gives  a 
list  of  thirty-seven  species  of  British  plants,  all  especially 
characteristic  of  If  orthem  Europe  and  Asia  and  quite  un- 
kaown  in  the  tropics,  yet  inhabiting  Australia,  mostly  on 
the  mountains  at  considerable  elevations,  and  therefore 
not  at  all  likely  to  have  been  introduced.  Besides  these, 
more  than  fifty  European  genera  are  represented  in 
Australia  by  allied  speciea  On  the  other  hand,  the 
existing  European  flora  does  not  contain  one  Australian 
species  or  representative,  or  betray  the  most  remote  direct 
botanical  affinity  with  the  Australian.  There  are,  how- 
ever, a  few  Australian  forms  in  China,  the  Philippines, 
and  Java,  and  a  remarkable  small  group  of  Australian 
types  on  the  summit  of  Kinibalou,  the  highest  mountain 
in  Borneo.  These  may  perhaps  be  the  remnants  of  a 
once  widespread  type  of  vegetation,  for  we  have  good 
evidence  that  groups  of  plants  now  peculiar  to  Australia 
formerly  inhabited  Europe.  In  the  rich  Miocene  deposits 
of  Switzerland,  Professor  Heer  has  discovered  a  number 
of  Australian  genera,  such  as  Banksia,  Grevillea,  Hakea, 
and  Dryandra^  all  belonging  to  the  Proteaceae ;  together 
with  others  resembling  Leptomeria,  Pimelea,  and  Eucalyp- 
tus. Fossil  wood  belonging  to  a  Banksia  has  also  been 
found  in  the  Eocene  deposits  of  Staines  near  Windsor ; 
and  as  in  several  cases  tiie  fruits  have  been  found  and  the 
foliage  has  the  same  microscopical  structure  as  that  of 
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living  Australian  species,  there  seems  no  reason  to  donbt 
that  some  of  the  most  characteristic  Australian  groups  of 
plants  were  then  found  also  in  Europe,  and  probably  in 
the  intervening  regions. 

The  high  antiquity  of  the  Australian  flora  is  proved 
by  its  great  amount  of  generic  and  ordinal  peculiarity. 
A  genus  is  rendered  peculiar  by  the  extinction  of  the 
intermediate  species  connecting  it  with  other  genera^  and 
when  many  genera  are  very  peculiar  the  extinction  must 
have  been  proportionally  great  There  must  thus  have 
been  an  extraordinary  destruction  of  the  species  which 
once  linked  the  Australian  flora  with  that  of  the  rest  of 
the  globe ;  and  as  such  extinction  is  mainly  due  to  geo- 
logical and  geographical  changes,  which  are  slow  in 
operation,  it  follows  that  the  isolated  Australian  flora 
must  be  a  very  ancient  one.  But  the  flora  is  not  only 
very  isolated  but  also  very  rich,  and  as  highly  organised 
as  any  on  the  globe.  But  a  rich  and  highly  organised 
flora  or  fauna  must  (on  the  evolution  hypothesis)  have 
required  a  very  large  area  for  its  development,  and  we 
must  therefore  (Dr.  Hooker  thinks)  assume  not  only  the 
antiquity  of  the  Australian  flora,  but  that  it  was  de- 
veloped in  a  much  larger  area  than  it  now  occupies.  The 
same  author  concludes,  from  his  study  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, that  the  European  and  Australian  floras  are  essenti- 
ally distinct,  and  not  united  by  those  of  intervening 
countries,  though  fragments  of  the  former  are  associated 
with  the  latter  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere.  There  are 
many  bonds  of  affinity  between  the  three  southern  floras, 
the  Antarctic,  Australian,  and  South  African ;  and  these 
may  all  have  been  members  of  one  great  vegetation  which 
may  once  have  covered  as  large  a  southern  area  as  the 
European  now  does  a  northern.  When  this  great  southern 
flora  originated,  or  where  it  acqidred  its  mriximum  develop- 
ment, it  is  vain  to  speculate ;  but  the  geographical  changes 
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that  have  resulted  in  its  dismembeiment  into  isolated 
gicnps  scattered  over  the  Southern  Ocean,  must  have  been 
great  indeed. 

The  Animal  Life  of  Australia. 

4.  General  Featvres  of  AtistraMan  Zoology. 

The  animal  kingdom  as  developed  in  Australia 
presents  us  with  anomalies  and  peculiarities  perhaps  even 
more  remarkable  than  are  exhibited  by  the  plants ;  but 
owing  to  the  great  difference  in  the  powers  of  dispersal  of 
the  various  animal  groups,  there  is  less  uniformity  in  the 
phenomena  they  present  Judged  by  its  highest  group — 
the  maTTiTnalia — ^Australia  is  by  far  the  poorest  and  the 
most  extremely  isolated  of  all  the  continents,  and  this 
class  affords  us  the  most  certain  proo&  that  no  part  of  the 
coimtry  has  been  united  to  the  Asiatic  continent  since  the 
latter  part  of  the  Mesozoic  period  of  geology.  Every  one 
of  the  most  characteristic  and  wide-spread  groups  of  the 
entire  Northern  Hemisphere  are  here  wanting.  There 
are  no  apes  or  monkeys ;  no  oxen,  antelopes,  or  deer ;  no 
elephants,  rhinoceroses,  or  pigs  ;  no  cats,  wolves,  or  bears ; 
none  even  of  the  smaller  civets  or  weasek ;  no  hedgehc^ 
or  shrews ;  no  hares,  squirrels,  porcupines,  or  dormice. 
The  only  representatives  of  all  these  familiar  groups,  or  of 
the  orders  to  which  they  belong,  are  a  number  of  peculiar 
species  of  rats  and  mice — all  small ;  and  the  "  dingo,"  a 
half -wild  dog,  which,  although  found  in  a  semi-fossU  state 
in  some  of  the  caves,  was  almost  certainly  introduced  by 
or  with  the  earliest  himian  inhabitants.  Yet  there  are  a 
considerable  variety  of  mammals  indigenous  to  the  coun- 
try, but  they  are  all  so  peculiarly  Australian  as  to  belong 
to  distinct  sub-classes — ^the  Marsupials  and  the  Mono- 
tremes,  of  which  the  only  representatives  in  any  other 
parts  of  the  world  are  the  opossums  of  America.      These 
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marsupials,  or  pouched  animals,  offer  many  peculiarities  of 
organisation  and  habits ;  and  the  strange  forms  and 
motions  of  the  kangaroos  and  wallabies,  their  erect  atti- 
tudes, short  fore-legs,  and  enormous  powers  of  leaping, 
give  perhaps  its  most  special  character  to  the  animal  life 
of  this  continent. 

None  of  the  other  classes  of  animals  afford  such  a 
peculiar  and  isolated  set  of  types.  The  majority  of  the 
birds,  which  are  abundant  and  varied,  do  not  materially 
differ  from  those  of  the  other  continents,  though  there  are 
a  number  of  interesting  and  some  exceptional  forms ;  such 
as  the  mound-builders,  which  do  not  incubate  their  ^gs, 
and  are  perhaps  as  low  a  type  as  the  marsupials.  Bep- 
tiles,  fishes,  and  insects  offer  a  still  smaller  number  of 
peculiarities,  though  each  afford  some  isolated  and  remark- 
able forms  which  will  be  noticed  under  their  several 
classes. 

6.  Mammalia. 

Australia,  with  Tasmania,  possesses  about  160  species 
of  mammalia.  This  is  very  much  less  than  the  numbers 
inhabiting  either  Europe  or  North  America ;  yet,  consider- 
ing the  much  smaller  area,  the  less  diversity  of  surface 
and  of  climate,  the  isolation  from  all  adjacent  lands,  and 
the  limited  amoimt  of  structural  variation  in  the  animals 
themselves,  it  must  be  considered  as  exhibiting  an  ex- 
traordinarily rich  development  Of  the  above  number 
twenty-three  are  bats,  a  group  which,  having  the  power 
of  flight,  agree  with  birds  rather  than  with  mammals  in 
their  relations  with  the  species  of  surrounding  countries. 
The  bats  of  Australia  belong,  in  fact,  to  groups  either  of 
world-wide  distribution,  or  which,  at  all  events,  extend  to 
India  or  Afidca.  The  large  fruit-eating  bat,  or  flying-fox, 
a  species  of  Pteropus,  is  the  most  remarkable.  It  is  found 
in  New  South  Wales  and  Queensland. 
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There  are  no  less  than  thirty-one  species  belonging 
to  the  Mnridse  or  mouse  family.  Some  of  these  are  true 
mice,  doeely  allied  to  such  as  are  found  with  us ;  others 
belong  to  distruet  genera  confined  to  Australia.  Some 
live  in  trees,  others  are  aquatic ;  but  they  are  all  rather 
small,  and  to  an  ordinary  observer  do  not  differ  from  such 
types  of  rats  and  mice  as  are  found  in  Europe  and  Asia. 
In  connection  with  the  theory  that  Australia  has  never 
been  joined  to  the  Asiatic  continent  or  any  of  its  larger 
islands  during  the  whole  Tertiary  epoch,  it  is  a  most  sug- 
gestive fact  that  the  only  indigenous  terrestrial  mammalia 
allied  to  Old  World  forms  should  consist  of  these  very 
small  creatures,  which,  of  all  others,  are  most  likely  to 
have  been  conveyed  to  its  shores  by  accidental  causes. 
When  floods  devastate  the  banks  of  tropical  rivers,  and 
carry  out  to  sea  uprooted  trees  and  islands  of  floating 
vegetation,  some  of  these  very  smaU  mammals  might  find 
protection  in  holes  and  crevices  which  would  not  suffice 
to  shelter  larger  animals,  and  might  thus  be  sometimes 
floated  to  distant  lands.  Those  which  established  them- 
selves at  a  remote  epoch  have  become  modified  in  their 
new  abode,  and  now  form  distinct  generic  groups ;  while 
the  more  recent  arrivals  are  closely  allied  to  the  species  of 
other  lands.  The  "  dingo"  or  native  dog,  has  already  been 
referred  to  as  probably  not  truly  indigenous.  It  is,  in  fact, 
difficult  to  understand  how  such  an  animal  could,  without 
assistance,  have  arrived  in  the  country  except  by  means 
which  would  have  equally  admitted  the  entrance  of  many 
other  animals.  It  differs  very  little  from  the  wild  or 
half-wild  dogs  of  India  and  other  countries,  and  this  is  an 
indication  that  it  is,  geologically  speaking,  a  recent  immi- 
grant; and  there  is  no  improbability  in  the  supposition 
that  the  entrance  of  man  into  the  country  dates  as  far 
back  as  the  cave-deposits  in  which  its  bones  have  been 
found.     The  shores  of  Australia  are  inhabited  by  several 
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species  of  seals  and  sea-lions  allied  to  those  of  the  other 
Aatarctic  lands,  while  on  the  vanner  coasts  of  Queensland 
is  found  the  sea-cow  or  dugong  {HaHcore  austraiis),  allied 
to  the  animal  found  in  the  Indian  seas,  but  believed  to 

he  a  distinct  species. 


"We  now  come  to  the  Marsupialia,  which  are  so  espe- 
cially characteristic  of  Australia.  These  are  distinguished 
from  all  other  mammals  ty  the  young  being  bom  in  an 
excessively  imperfect  state,  and  then  transferred  to  a 
pouch,  or  hag  of  loose  skin,  with  which  the  mother  is 
provided.     Here  it  attaches  its  mouth  to  the  nipple,  and 
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completes  its  developmeiit.  As  the  young  cieatnre  grows 
the  pouch  is  extended,  and  even  when  it  can  run  about 
and  feed  itself,  it  still  letoms  to  the  pouch  for  conceal- 
ment or  protection.  This  pouch  is  supported  internally 
by  bony  processes  tenned  the  maisupial  bones,  and  there 
are  several  other  anatomical  peculiarities  by  which  the 
remains  of  marsupials  of  either  sex  can  usually  be  dis- 
tinguished. 

The  laigest  and  most  remarkable  marsupials  now 
liyiiig  are  the  kangaroos,  forming  the  family  Macropodidse, 
of  which  about  nine  large  and  more  than  forty  smaller 
species  inhabit  Australia.  The  great  red  kangaroo  is  five 
feet  high,  and  sometimes  weighs  two  hundred  pounds.  The 
smaller  species  are  called  wallabies,  hare-kangaroos,  and 
lat-kangaroos ;  and  some  of  these  abotmd  in  every  part  of 
the  country.  The  larger  kangaroos  are  hunted  with  dogs 
bred  for  the  purpose.  They  are  very  swift,  and,  when  at 
bay,  dangerous;  sitting  upright  against  the  trunk  of  a 
tree,  and  ripping  open  the  dogs  as  they  spring  at  its 
throat  with  the  nail  of  the  large  and  powerful  middle  toe. 

The  PeramelidBe,  or  bandicoots  and  rabbit-rats,  are 
small  animals  with  sharp  nose  and  long  claws,  allied  to 
the  kangaroos,  but  running  on  all  fours  like  most  quad- 
rupeds. One  genus,  Peragalea,  is  called  the  rabbit-rat, 
because  it  forms  burrows  underground.  Another  peculiar 
form,  the  Choeropus,  or  pig-footed  bandicoot,  is  entirely 
tailless.  In  this  family  the  marsupial  pouch  opens  down- 
ward, instead  of  upwards  as  in  the  kangaroos.  They  all 
feed  upon  bulbs  and  roots. 

The  Fhalangistffi,  or  phalangers,  are  arboreal  and  noc- 
turnal animals,  feeding  on  leaves.  They  are  commonly 
called  opossums  in  Australia,  but  are  quite  distinct  from 
the  true  opossums  of  America.  They  live  in  hollow  trees, 
and  are  veiy  active  on  moonlight  nights.  They  constitute 
a  favourite  food  of  the  natives,  and  their  skins  form  the 
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"  dpossmn  "  rags  now  an  article  of*'  commerce.  Some  of 
the  species  are  as  large  as  a  hare,  while  others  are  not 
larger  than  a  dormonse,  one  indeed  being  even  smaller. 
Allied  to  these  are  the  beautiful  flying-opossums,  which 
have  a  lateral  membrane  between  the  fore  and  hind 
limbs,  and  a  flat  tail  with  diverging  hairs,  exacdy  as  in 
the  flying  squirrels  of  Asia,  which  they  greatly  resemble 
The  largest  species,  which  is  nearly  black,  measures  almost 
three  feet  in  length  to  the  tip  of  the  tail,  and  presents  a 
startling  appearance  to  the  stranger  who  sees  it  for  the 
first  time,  by  moonlight,  pass  silently  through  the  air  in 
the  stillness  of  the  forest.  Other  species  are  smaller,  the 
flying-mouse  of  the  colonists  being  one  of  the  smallest  of 
Australian  quadrupeds,  and  able  to  sleep  comfortably  in 
a  good-sized  pill-boz.  It  frequents  the  blossoms  of  the 
Eucalypti,  feeding  on  the  honey.  Allied  to  the  other 
phalangers,  but  very  distinct  in  form  and  habits,  are  the 
Tarsipes  of  West  Australia  and  the  Koala  of  the  eastern 
districts.  The  former  is  a  true  honeysucker  with  an 
extensile  tongue,  and  is  no  larger  than  a  mouse ;  while  the 
latter  is  a  comparatively  large  and  thick-limbed  animal, 
entirely  tailless,  and  about  two  feet  long.  It  forms  the 
genus  Phascolarctos,  and  is  called  by  the  colonists ''  native 
bear  "  or  "  native  monkey." 

The  Phascolomys,  or  wombat,  is  another  large  and 
thick-limbed  animal,  about  three  feet  long,  and,  next  to 
the  kangaroos,  the  largest  of  the  marsupials.  It  is  terres- 
trial and  nocturnal,  feeding  upon  roots  and  grass,  and 
forming  deep  burrows.  It  is  slow  in  its  movements,  and 
its  flesh  is  said  to  resemble  pork.  It  has  powerful  gnaw- 
ing and  grinding  teeth,  and  it  possesses  two  more  pairs  of 
ribs  than  any  other  marsupial  It  therefore  constitutes 
a  distinct  family  of  the  order. 

We  now  come  to  the  Dasyuridse,  or  '*  native  cats," 
which  are  carnivorous  marsupials  preying  upon  the  other 
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groups.  These  are  el^ant  cieatuies,  varionslj  marked 
and  spotted^  but  fierce  and  intractable.  They  dwell 
among  rocks  and  in  holes,  and  feed  chiefly  on  amaU 
mftTmnftIg  and  birds.  These  larger  species  form  the  genus 
Dasyurus ;  but  the  genera  Phascogale  and  Antechinus  are 
no  bigger  than  rats  and  mice,  and  feed  probably  on  insects 
and  mollusc&  Somewhat  allied  to  these  is  the  rare  and 
curious  banded  ant-eater  of  Western  Australia  {ifymieco' 
bvus  fascicUus).  It  is  the  size  of  a  squirrel,  beautifully 
banded  with  white  stripes,  and  with  a  long  and  somewhat 
bushy  tail  It  has  fifty-two  teeth,  a  greater  number  than 
any  known  mammal  except  the  great  Armadillo,  and  it 
is  believed  to  feed  chiefly  upon  ants.  It  is  probably  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  most  ancient  types  of  mammal, 
smce,  more  nearly  than  any  other  Uving  animal,  it  re- 
sembles some  of  the  marsupials  of  the  Secondary  period, 
especially  the  Microlestes  from  the  Trias  of  Wurtembuig. 
Two  much  larger  and  more  destructive  Dasyuridaa  inhabit 
Tasmania — ^the  Thylacinus,  or  "  tiger-wolf,"  and  the  Sar- 
cophilus,  or  "  native  devil"  The  former  is  the  size  of  a 
wolf,  the  latter  somewhat  smaller.  Both  are  ferocious 
and  untameable^  and  very  destructive  to  sheep.  Though 
now  confined  to  Tasmania,  their  remains  are  found  fossil 
in  the  caves  of  New  South  Wales,  showing  that  they 
inhabited  the  mainland  of  Australia  at  a  not  very  distant 
epoch. 

We  now  come  to  the  lowest  group  of  mammals — the 
sub-class  Omithodelphia  or  Monotremata,  consisting  of 
two  of  the  most  remarkable  animals  on  the  globe,  the 
duck-billed  Platypus,  and  the  Echidna  or  spiny  ant-eater. 
These  differ  from  all  other  groups  of  mammalia  anatomi- 
cally, and  are  the  lowest  in  organisation.  They  have  no 
teeth,  nor  a  marsupial  pouch,  but  they  have  the  peculiar 
bones  characteristic  of  marsupialsL  They  were  long  be- 
lieved not  to  be  true  mammals,  but  to  be  more  allied  to 
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birds ;  but  this  is  now  known  to  be  incorrect,  as  they 
really  suckle  their  young.  The  Platypus,  or  water-mole 
of  the  colonists,  is  about  twenty  inches  long,  has  very 
short  legs  with  broad  webbed  feet,  and  a  fiat  head,  from 
which  project  two  fiat  homy  jaws  almost  exactly  re- 
sembling the  bill  of  a  duck,  but  not  laminated,  and  the 
upper  jaw  has  a  broad  membranous  border.  It  is  covered 
with  thick  brown  for,  and  inhabits  the  rivers  and  lagoons 
of  the  south  and  east  of  Australia  as  well  as  Tasmania. 
It  makes  burrows  in  the  river-banks,  sometimes  forty  or 
fifty  feet  long,  in  the  extremity  of  which  it  forms  a  nest. 
The  Echidna,  or  porcupine  ant-eater,  somewhat  resembles 
a  hedgehog  in  size  and  appearance,  but  it  has  a  long 
snout,  and  a  long  cylindrical  and  fiexible  tongue,  like  that 
of  the  true  ant-eaters,  covered  also  with  a  viscous  secre- 
tion, and  used  in  the  same  way  for  capturing  the  ants  on 
which  it  feeds.  It  roUs  itself  in  a  ball  like  the  hedgehog. 
It  is  found  in  sandy  and  sterile  districts.  Two  dosely- 
allied  species  are  known ;  the  one  inhabiting  South  and 
East  Australia,  the  other  Tasmania. 

6.  Birds. 

Among  the  temperate  countries  of  the  world,  Australia 
stands  unrivalled  for  the  variety  of  form,  the  beauty  of 
plumage,  and  the  singularity  of  habits  of  its  birds.  Its 
parrots  and  cockatoos  are  more  numerous  and  beautafol 
than  those  of  many  tropical  countries.  The  golden-yellow 
and  velvety-black  r^nt-bird,  and  the  intensely  vivid 
metallic  plumage  of  the  rifie-birds,  are  almost  unrivalled ; 
many  of  the  pigeons  are  exquisitely  beautifdl;  while 
some  of  the  warblers  and  fly-catchers,  the  curious  little 
Maluri  or  Australian  wrens,  and  many  of  the  finches,  are 
imsurpassed  for  beautiful  combinations  of  vivid  colour. 
The  strange  yet  elegant  tail  of  the  lyre-bird  is  altogether 
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unique;  while  the  curious  habits  of  the  brash-turkeys 
and  the  bower-birds  are  equally  remarkable. 

Taking  the  Australiaa  birds  as  a  whole,  there  is  little 
of  that  marvellous  isolation  from  the  other  continents  that 
is  so  prominent  a  feature  of  the  Tnammalia.  All  the 
chief  orders,  and  most  of  the  important  and  wide-spread 
families,  are  well  represented ;  yet  there  are  certain  defi- 
ciencies of  great  importance.  Two  great  families  which 
range  over  almost  all  the  rest  of  the  globe — ^the  vultures 
and  the  woodpeckers — are  quite  unknown  in  Australia. 
The  pheasants  are  also  wanting,  as  well  as  two  families 
excessively  abundant  in  tropical  Asia — ^the  bulbuls  and 
the  barbets.  But  these  deficiencies  are  more  than  com- 
pensated by  the  presence  of  a  number  of  families  which 
are  altogether  peculiar  to  Australia  and  the  surrounding 
islands.  These  are  the  Meliphagidss,  or  honeysuckeis ; 
the  Platycercidse,  or  broad-tailed  parroquets ;  the  Tricho- 
glossidse,  or  bmsh-tongued  lories;  the  Megapodiidse,  or 
brash-turkeys ;  and  two  small  families,  the  Menuridse  or 
lyre-birds,  and  the  Atrichidse  or  scrub-birds. 

Australia  is  pre-eminently  a  land  of  flowers;  its 
largest  forest-trees — ^the  Eucalypti — having  blossoms  like 
a  myrtle,  while  the  flowering  shrubs  are  innumerabla 
No  less  remarkable  is  the  paucity  of  soft  and  juicy  fruits : 
and,  in  accordance  with  these  peculiarities,  we  find  that 
an  extensive  and  varied  family  of  birds  have  been  de- 
veloped, which  frequent  blossoms  ahnost  as  constantly  as 
do  the  humming-birds  of  America,  and  for  the  same 
purpose — ^to  feed  upon  the  secreted  l^gftey  and  the  small 
insects  attracted  to  it.  Their  organisation  is,  however, 
totally  unlike  that  of  the  humming-birds,  the  Meliphagidse 
having  a  brash-tipped  tongue,  and  exceedingly  powerfal 
grasping  feet,  with  which  they  ding  to  the  flowers  while 
rifling  them  of  their  sweets,  ^eing  thus  specially  adapted 
to  its  flora,  we  may  conrider  the  honeysuckers  as  the 
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birds  which  more  than  any  otheis  characterise  Australia. 
A  group  of  honey-sucking  parrots — ^the  Trichoglossidse, 
or  bmsh-tongued  pairoquets — are  also  peculiar  to  the 
Australian  region,  but  abound  more  in  the  tropical  islands, 
from  the  Moluccas  to  the  Pacific. 

Next  to  these,  as  a  special  Australian  type  (or  even 
before  them,  as  some  may  think),  come  the  brush-turkeys 
or  mound-makers — ^birds  of  low  organisation,  and  allied, 
though  remotely,  to  the  curassows  of  South  America. 
There  are  three  species  of  these  birds  in  Australia^  the 
TalegaUa  or  brush-turkey,  the  Leipoa  or  scrub-pheasant, 
and  the  Megapodius,  which  is  only  found  in  the  tropical 
parts  of  the  continent.  All  these  birds  have  the  curious 
reptilian  character  of  never  sitting  on  their  eggs,  which 
they  bury  under  mounds  of  earth  or  refuse  v^etable 
matter,  allowing  them  to  be  hatched  by  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  or  that  produced  by  fermentation.  Their  eggs  are 
enormously  large  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  bird, 
and  are  laid  at  intervals  of  several  days. 

The  parrots  of  Australia  are  wonderfully  varied  and 
very  beautifoL  There  are  white,  and  rose-crested,  and 
black  cockatoos ;  gorgeous  broad-tails ;  pretty  lories,  and 
elegant  grass-parroquets  and  love-birds.  The  pigeons  are 
hardly  less  beautiful ;  the  green  fhiit-doves,  the  bronze- 
wings,  the  crested  pigeon,  and  the  "magnificent"  firoit- 
pigeon,  being  the  most  notable.  The  emu  and  the  casso- 
wary are  the  well-known  Australian  representatives  of 
the  ostrich  tribe.  The  kingfishers  are  of  strange  forms 
or  brilliant  colours ;  while  the  enormous  mouths  of  the 
Podargi,  called  "more-porks"  from  their  singular  cry, 
render  them  one  of  the  strangest  and  most  unsightly  of 
birds.  Song-birds,  too,  are  not  wanting.  There  are  many 
musical  warblers  equal  to  our  own  favourite  songsters; 
while  the  wonderfully  modulated  whistle  of  the  piping- 
crow  or  musical  magpie,  and  the  mocking  notes  of  the 
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lyie-biid,  are  unequalled  among  European  biida  Not 
les3  lemarkable  on  account  of  their  habits  are  the  satin- 
birds  or  bower-birds,  which  construct  bower-like  struc- 
tures of  twigs  and  branches,  and  decorate  them  with 
coloured  feathers,  bones,  and  shells.  Some  of  these 
bowers  are  several  feet  long,  arched  over  at  the  top, 
and  are  the  resort  of  many  individuals,  both  males  and 
females,  which  run  in  and  out  as  if  for  amusement 

If  we  consider  the  limited  area  of  Australia,  the  great 
extent  of  its  desert  interior,  and  its  isolation  from  all  the 
great  continents,  the  abundance  and  variety  of  its  bird- 
life  are  very  remarkabl&  It  possesses  about  630  distinct 
species  of  birds;  whereas  Europe,  with  a  much  larger 
area,  has  less  than  500;  and  North  America,  with  its 
enormous  area  and  its  immense  accessions  of  migratory 
birds  from  the  arctic  regions  and  from  the  tropics,  has 
only  720.  Of  the  land-birds  of  Australia,  not  more 
than  one-twentieth  are  found  elsewhere — an  amoimt  of 
specialty  not  equalled  by  any  other  continent  or  extensive 
tract  of  country. 

7.  Reptiles,  Fishes,  and  Insects. 

These  groups  of  animals,  being  less  generally  interest- 
ing, may  be  more  briefly  noticed.  Beptiles  are  very 
abundant  in  Australia,  there  being  no  less  than  140 
dififerent  kinds  of  lizards,  and  between  60  and  70  snakes. 
The  largest  lizard  is  one  of  the  monitors,  which  reaches 
a  length  of  from  four  to  six  feet  Most  of  them  belong 
to  the  Old  World  families  of  the  skincs  and  geckoes,  but 
there  are  three  small  families  which  are  peculiar.  The 
lizards  of  West  Australia  are  very  peculiar,  no  less  than 
twelve  genera  being  restricted  to  this  colony  with  South 
Australia,  while  Victoria  and  the  eastern  colonies  have 
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a  mucli  less  number  of  special  types.     In  this  lespect 
lizards  agree  with  plants. 

Snakes  are  veiy  abundant  in  individuals,  and  there  are 
a  large  number  of  venomous  species.  The  two  dbief 
poisonous  families  of  the  rest  of  the  globe,  the  vipers 
(YiperidsB)  and  the  pit-vipers  (Crotalidse)  axe  entirely 
absent,  their  place  being  supplied  by  the  Elapidse,  a  family 
which  includes  the  Indian  cobras,  but  which  have  not  the 
broad  venomous-looking  head  of  the  vipeis.  Two-thirds 
of  the  Australian  snakes  belong  to  this  family,  and  all  ate 
poisonous,  though  only  about  five  are  believed  to  be  fatal  to 
man.  The  number  of  species  of  snakes  increases  regularly 
from  the  temperate  to  the  tropical  districts.  In  Tasmania 
there  are  only  three  species,  all  of  which  are  poisonous ; 
in  Victoria  t^ere  are  twelve ;  in  South  Australia  fifteen ; 
the  same  number  in  West  Australia ;  thirty-one  in  New 
South  Wales ;  and  forty-two  in  sub-tropical  Queensland. 
The  diamond  snake,  one  of  the  boa  family,  reaches  twelve 
feet  long,  but  is  quite  harmless.  The  black  snake,  one  of 
the  commonest  and  most  venomous  species,  is  from  five  to 
eight  feet  long.  There  are  many  species  of  small  sea-snakes 
on  the  warmer  coasts,  which  have  flattened  tails,  and  are 
all  very  venomous. 

Australia  possesses  a  large  number  of  frogs  and  toads, 
belonging  to  nine  distiuct  families;  but  there  are  no 
tailed  Amphibia  coirespondiug  to  the  newts  and  sala- 
manders of  northern  countries.  The  freshwater  fish  of 
Australia  are  tolerably  plentiful,  considering  the  paucity 
of  large  and  permanent  streams.  The  extensive  carp  and 
salmon  tribes  are  absent^  but  ten  families  found  in  other 
warm  and  temperate  countries  are  represented.  The 
most  remarkable  of  the  Australian  fishes  is  the  Ceratodus, 
recently  discovered  in  the  rivers  of  Queensland.  It  is 
allied  to  the  Lepidosiren  of  tropical  America  and  the 
Protopterus  of  tropical  Africa^  the  three  constituting  a 
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distinct  snb-dass^  the  Dipnoi,  an  exceedingly  ancient  type, 
as  shown  by  fossil  lemains,  closely  allied  to  the  living  Aus- 
tralian fish,  which  aie  found  in  the  Tiiassic  fonnation. 

Insects,  as  a  whole,  are  abundant,  and  are  both  hand- 
some and  remarkable ;  yet  the  most  conspicuous  group, 
the  butterflies,  are  veiy  scarce  in  the  temperate  parts,  and 
only  become  tolerably  abundant  as  we  approach  the 
tropica.  Tasmania  and  the  southern  colonies  of  Australia 
are,  in  fact,  not  so  rich  in  butterflies  as  Great  Britain. 
Beetles,  on  the  other  hand,  are  very  abundant  and  varied, 
and  many  of  them  are  exceedingly  brilliant.  Those 
bdonging  to  the  family  Buprestidse  are  not  surpassed  in 
any  other  temperate  country  for  numbers  and  beauty.  The 
Mantidffi  or  praying-insects,  and  the  PhasmidsB  or  walking- 
stick  insects,  are  also  very  abundant ;  and  some  of  the 
latter  are  of  enormous  size,  being  over  a  foot  long,  and 
curiously  knobbed  or  spined  so  as  to  resemble  dead  sticks. 

About  300  distinct  kinds  of  land  shells  inhabit 
Australia,  and  many  of  them  are  curiously  shaped  or 
d^antly  coloured. 
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CHAPTEE   IV. 

THE  GEOLOGY  AND  PAST  HISTOBY  OF  AUSTRALIA. 

1.  General  Considerations. 

Owing  to  the  energetic  researches  of  the  various  colonial 
geologists,  many  of  the  details  of  the  geology  of  Australia 
have  now  been  worked  out,  and  we  are  able  to  form  a 
tolerable  notion  of  the  past  history  of  the  country. 
Beserving  some  details  to  be  noticed  when  describing  the 
several  colonies,  we  shall  here  give  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
chief  classes  of  rocks,  and  the  light  they  throw  upon  the 
present  condition  of  the  land  and  the  more  important 
changes  through  which  it  has  passed. 

For  a  long  time  it  was  believed  that  no  Secondary 
formations  existed  in  Australia,  which  was  thought  to 
consist  wholly  of  very  old  and  very  new  deposits ;  the 
inference  being  that  during  the  whole  of  the  Mesozoic  or 
Secondary  period  the  country  was  above  the  sea,  and  that 
no  elevations  and  subsidences  of  importance  occurred 
throughout  that  enormous  lapse  of  time.  This  is  now 
known  to  be  erroneous;  and  Australia,  in  this  respect, 
offers  no  exception  to  other  parts  of  the  world,  although 
the  amount  of  Secondary  rocks  visible  on  the  present 
land  surface  is  somewhat  smalL  We  will  now  give  an 
outline  of  the  distribution  of  each  of  the  great  classes  of 
rocks — Paheozoic  or  primary,  Mesozoic  or  secondary,  and 
Cainozoic  or  tertiary,  as  weU  as  of  the  most  recent  quater- 
nary or  Post-pliocene  deposits. 
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2.  Palceazaic  Formations. 

These  ancient  deposits  constitute  what  are  now  the 
ief  mountain  ranges  of  the  greater  part  of  Australia, 
i6  Blue  Mountains  of  New  South  Wales,  the  Australian 
ps,  the  great  Dividing  Bange  of  Victoria,  as  well  as  the 
Tzenees  and  Grampians  in  the  south-west,  g^nsist  mainly 

SUuiian  deposits  of  two  periods,  the  lower  or  more 
ident,  and  the  upper  or  more  recent.  Granite,  syenite, 
id  porphyry  also  abound,  often  constituting  the  highest 
immits ;  but  these  are  all  intrusive  igneous  rocks,  and 
.ie  believed  to  be  of  much  later  date.  They  probably 
)Tie8pond  to  the  period  of  elevation  of  the  Silurian  beds, 
ot  to  that  of  their  deposition.  In  South  Australia  the 
mie  rocks  form  the  mountainous  back-bone  of  the  colony, 
xtending  far  into  the  interior.  Similar  rocks  constitute 
ae  dividing  ranges  of  Queensland ;  and  rocks  of  the  same 
ge,  though  of  different  character,  are  believed  to  consti- 
ute  the  high  table-lands  and  mountains  of  the  north. 
Vhen  we  come  to  the  west  coast,  however,  we  find  the 
.^alaeozoic  rocks  far  less  developed,  though  they  occur  in 
[he  Darling  range  and  near  Champion  Bay.  Here  the 
mountains  are  much  less  lofty  and  less  extensive,  and  the 
older  rocks  are  more  concealed  by  recent  deposits ;  while 
inland  there  is  an  extensive  area  of  granitic  rocks,  form- 
ing isolated  hills  and  peaks  in  a  mostly  desert  country. 

In  Queensland  the  carboniferous  formation  is  very 
largely  developed,  extending  200  miles  inland  between 
latitudes  29°  and  15°  south,  and  covering  an  area  of  more 
than  50,000  square  miles;  and  in  some  places  the 
deposits  of  this  age  are  thousands  of  feet  thick.  Fine 
coal  occurs  here  as  well  as  in  the  later  Mesozoic  forma- 
tion. Sandstones  and  limestones  belonging  to  the  car- 
ooniferous  or  permian  formations  also  occur  in  the  south- 
eastern district  of  Victoria.     All  the  older  settlements  of 
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New  South  Wales  axe  situated  on  a  sandstone  dep(^t 
which  contains  the  coal-field  of  the  Hunter  Eiver.  Tim 
has  been  sometimes  classed  as  a  Secondary  formation,  bus 
is  now  believed  to  be  Palaeozoic,  and  to  correspond  with 
the  true  coal  of  Europe.  No  carboniferous  rocks  are 
known  to  occur  in  South  or  West  Australia.  The  tin 
mines  of  Queensland  are  in  granite,  which  rises  through 
the  carboniferous  rocks,  and  which  may  be  of  a  mucL 
later  age. 

3.  Mesozoic  Formations 

Mesozoic  deposits  have  now  been  discovered  in  nmner- 
ous  localities,  most  abundantly  in  Queensland,  less  plenti- 
fully in  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria.  The  two 
southern  peninsulas  of  Victoria  consist  largely  of  lime- 
stones and  coal-bearing  beds  of  Mesozoic  age,  but  coal 
has  not  yet  been  found  in  large  quantities.  The  Wannon 
valley,  a  tributary  of  the  Glenelg  in  West  Victoria,  is 
another  region  of  Secondary  rocks,  which  altogether  occupy 
an  area  of  about  4000  square  miles  in  this  colony.  In 
New  South  Wales  the  extensive  sandstone   deposits  to 

^l  the  east  of  the  Blue  Mountains  are,  as  above  mentioned, 

sometimes  classed  as  Mesozoic.  Trias  occurs  at  the 
Clarence  River  in  the  north,  and  there  is  a  coal  deposit  at 
Paramatta,  near  Sydney,  of  Mesozoic  age.  In  Queensland 
much  of  the  interior,  west  of  the  Dividiag  Range,  appears 
to  be  of  Secondary  age  and  to  belong  to  the  Oolitic  for- 
mation, which  includes  the  southern  coalfield.  In  the 
north  and  north-west  of  this  colony,  extending  almost  to 
the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  and  southward  to  beyond  the 
Darling,  is  an  extensive  area  of  cretaceous  beds,  said  to 
occupy  about  200,000  square  miles,  or  about  one- third  of 
the  entire  colony. 

These  various  formations  have  been  determined  bj 

^  means  of  fossils  corresponding  to  those  of  other  parts  of 
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the  globe.  The  Sflurian  fossils  aie  similar  to  those  of 
Europe  and  North  America.  The  carboniferous  formation 
contains  fish,  corals,  and  zoophytes,  allied  to  those  of  the 
same  period  in  Europe,  while  the  coal  produces  such 
familiar  plant-forms  as  Sigillaria,  Calamites,  and  Lepido- 
dendion.  In  these  older  deposits  some  of  the  species 
appear  to  be  the  same  as  those  of  Europe,  but  in  later 
times,  as  might  be  expected,  greater  differences  appear. 
The  cretaceous  rocks  are,  however,  clearly  defined  by 
Belemnites  and  Ammonites,  and  by  remains  of  huge 
Plesiosauri  and  Ichthyosauri  of  peculiar  species. 

4.  Tertiary  Formaiicms. 

Tertiary  deposits,  often  of  uncertain  age,  but  supposed 
to  he  mostly  Pliocene,  occupy  an  enormous  area  in  all 
parts  of  Australia,  constituting  what  are  termed  the  desert- 
sandstone,  the  coral-limestone,  and  much  of  the  gravels, 
conglomerates,  and  clays  of  the  gold-diggings.  The 
desert-sandstone  covers  a  considerable  part  of  Western 
Australia;  stretches  across  the  interior,  where  it  forms 
the  castellated  sandstone  hills ;  occupies  all  the  interior 
of  South  Australia,  except  where  interrupted  by  the 
Primary  ranges  and  volcanic  hills ;  and  extends  over  the 
interior  plains  of  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  and  much 
of  Queensland.  Hardly  any  of  the  older  Tertiary  deposits 
have  been  met  with.  In  Victoria  there  are  a  few  beds 
supposed  to  be  of  Miocene  age  to  the  west  of  Geelong  and 
near  Cape  Otway.  The  Portland  sandstone  in  the  extreme 
vest  of  the  colony,  and  the  rough  limestone  of  Gipps 
Land  in  the  east,  may  also  belong  to  this  period.  Some 
portion  of  the  Murray  district  in  South  Australia  also 
seems  to  be  Miocene. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  no  fnarine  Tertiary 
deposit  has  been  discovered  in  the  whole  of  New  South 
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Wales  and  Queensland,  while  many  such  occur  in  the 
south  and  west,  reaching  in  Victoria  a  height  of  600  feet 
above  the  sea.  Numerous  plant-beds  have,  howev^,  been 
found  in  the  deepest  sinkings  for  gold.  Thus,  at  Haddon, 
in  the  Ballarat  district,  numerous  fossil  firuits  were  found 
at  150  feet  deep  in  the  lowest  auriferous  deposit  These 
fruits  all  belong  to  extinct  genera,  but  are  allied  to  Aus- 
tralian plants  of  a  sub-tropical  character.  Other  deposits 
show  species  closely  allied  to  those  now  living  in  the 
same  localities.  A  deposit  of  black  clay,  full  of  leaf- 
remains,  occurs  at  a  height  of  4000  feet  in  the  Australian 
f  Alps,  near  the  Eliandra  gold-field. 

6.  Q^aterrlary  or  Post-Pliocene  Deposits. 

Numerous  superficial  deposits  of  drifts  and  gravels 
which  belong  to  the  Quaternary  period,  occur  in  manj 
parts  of  Australia.  In  the  gold  districts  such  dq>osits 
form  ''  fiats,"  and  are  always  subsequent  to  the  latest  lava- 
flows.  In  the  interior  the  cave-deposits  of  Wellington  on 
the  Upper  Macquarie  Eiver,  and  those  of  the  Upper 
Murrumbidgee,  belong  to  the  same  period.  These,  as  well 
^^  as  superficial  clay-deposits  in  the  Liverpool  Plains,  Dar- 

ling Downs,  and  many  other  localities,  have  yielded  abun- 
dance of  interesting  fossils,  which  give  us  some  knowledge 
of  the  past  condition  of  the  Australian  fauna.  The  extinct 
species  aU  resemble,  in  general  character,  those  now  living 
in  Australia ;  but,  as  in  most  other  countries,  noany  of 
these  recently  extinct  animals  were  of  enormous  size. 
One  of  the  kangaroos  was  fully  a  third  larger  than  any 
living  species ;  while  the  Diprotodon,  a  huge,  thick-limbed 
animal  allied  to  the  kangaroos,  was  nearly  as  large  as 
an  elephant.  An  extinct  wombat  (Phascolomys)  was  as 
large  as  a  tapir ;  while  the  Nototherium,  a  creature  inter- 
mediate between  the  wombat  and  kangaroo,  equalled  io 
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size  the  living  rhinoceroB.  Besides  these,  forms  of  kan- 
garoo have  been  found  allied  to  the  Dendrolagi  or  tree- 
kangaroos  now  confined  to  New  Guinea ;  while  the  Thy- 
caloleo  was  a  huge  phalanger  as  large  as  a  lion,  and 
supposed  by  Professor  Owen  to  have  been,  like  it,  a  beast 
of  prey.  The  Thylacinus  and  Dasyurus,  which  now  live 
only  in  Tasmania,  were  formerly  inhabitants  of  Australia 
alsa  Bemains  have  been  discovered  in  several  localities 
of  a  huge  bird  larger  than  an  ostrich,  but  allied  to  the 
emus  and  cassowaries  still  inhabiting  the  country.  It 
has  been  named  by  Professor  Owen,  Dromomis. 

In  the  Lower  Murray  there  are  some  basaltic  rocks 
overlying  the  coral  limestone,  which  are  believed  to  have 
been  produced  by  submarine  volcanoes  during  this  period. 

6.  JExtind  Volcanoes  and  their  Products. 

Although  there  is  no  active  volcano  in  any  part  of 
Australia^  there  are  several  districts  where  extinct  vol- 
canoes abound,  and  where  they  have  played  an  important 
part  in  determining  the  character  of  the  country,  both  as 
regards  scenery,  soil,  and  mining  operations.  Beginning 
at  the  south,  the  first  important  group  of  extinct  volcanoes 
are  those  of  Mount  Oambier,  in  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  colony  of  South  Australia^  which  have  broken  through 
the  coral  limestone,  the  beds  of  which  are  perfectly  hori- 
zontal The  craters  of  these  are  now  occupied  by  beauti- 
ful lakes,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  have  emitted  any 
extensive  lava-streams.  In  the  colony  of  Victoria  extinct 
volcanoes  are  very  nimierous,  and  this  district  appears  to 
have  been  the  seat  of  volcanic  action  from  very  early 
times,  much  of  the  plains  on  both  sides  of  the  mountain 
range  being  basaltic,  the  product  of  volcanoes  of  all  periods 
ftom  the  Palaeozoic  to  the  Tertiary.  In  the  neighbourhood 
d  Ballarat  extinct  volcanoes  may  be  counted  by  the  score 
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from  any  commanding  eminence.  Some  laige  cones  lise 
from  the  level  of  the  plains,  and  dozens  are  passed  in 
journeying  westward  from  Melboxima  Some  of  these  are 
nearly  closed  at  the  summit,  while  others  have  a  crate^ 
rim  of  miles  in  extent  The  craters  are  sometimes  filled 
with  water,  and  vary  from  a  few  feet  to  hundreds  of  feet 
in  depth.  Some  of  these  craters  are  2000  feet  above  the 
sea.  Many  of  them  were  active  during  the  Miocene  and 
Pliocene  periods,  while  some  are  believed  to  have  con- 
tinued in  eruption  almost  down  to  historic  times. 

In  New  South  Wales  extinct  volcanoes  are  far  less 
numerous,  and  what  there  are  seem  to  be  less  perfectly 
preserved.  There  were,  however,  many  outflows  of  basalt 
during  the  Tertiary  period. 

In  Queensland  volcanic  peaks  reappear  in  the  west 
and  far  towards  the  north,  and  numerous  streams  of  Iete 
can  be  traced  from  them. 

7.  Geological  Features  of  the  Gold  Mines. 

The  extensive  workings  for  gold  have  thrown  so  much 
light  on  the  geological  structure  of  Australia  and  on  the 
changes  which  have  occurred  during  the  Tertiary  period, 
and  the  formations  in  which  the  gold  occurs  are  so  inter- 
esting in  themselves,  that  a  somewhat  fuller  sketch  of 
this  portion  of  the  subject  will  not  be  out  of  place.  The 
following  description  applies  more  especially  to  the 
Ballarat  district,  but  the  features  of  many  of  the  other 
gold-fields  do  not  oflfer  any  material  diflerence. 

The  Tertiary  gold-drifts  of  Victoria  belong  to  four 
well-defined  epochs,  which  are  classed  as  **  oldest^"  "  older  " 
"  recent,"  and  "  most  recent,"  and  they  are  believed  to 
date  from  the  older  Pliocene  period,  although  a  few 
isolated  patches  occur  which  may  be  Miocene.  These 
''  drifts "  all  rest  upon,  or  have  been  derived  from,  the 
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lower  Sflurian  strata,  which  is  teimed   the   ''bottom" 
"  or  bed-rock  ^  by  the  miners,  and  contains  the  "  reefs  " 
or  auriferous  quartz  veins  whence  all  the  gold  of  the 
"  drifts  "  has  been  derived.     These  quartz- veins  are  now 
laigely  worked,  the  quartz  being  crushed  and  the  gold 
extracted  by  washing  and  amalgamation.     Quartz  mines 
have  been   sunk  to  the  enormous  depth  of  1500  and 
2000  feet,  the  quartz  yielding  on  an  average  about  half 
an  ounce  of  gold  to  the  ton,  sometimes  rising  to  three 
and  a  half  ounces.     By  &a  the  greater  number  of  miners 
are  however  still  employed  on  the  "  drifts,"  which  often 
lie  at  great  depths.     These  have  to  be  penetrated  to  the 
bottom,  sometimes  a  depth  of  200,  300,  or  even  500 
feet,  where  the  gold  is  found  collected  in  leads  or  old 
river  beds,  called  also  "  gutters."     In  penetrating  to  these 
" deep  leads"  beds  of  hard  basaltic  rock  or  ancient  lava- 
flows  of  great  thickness  are  often  met  with.     These  were 
at  first  thought  to  form  the  bottom  of  the  drift,  but  it  was 
soon  discovered  that  by  piercing  through  them  the  drift 
might  be  followed  to  the  "  bed  rock,"  where  alone  any 
quantity  of  gold  could  be  usually  found.     If  the  sinking 
did  not  happen  to  reach  one  of  these  leads  or  old  water- 
courses, lateral  exploration  had  to  be  made  till  it  was 
found,  when  its  course  was  foUowed  with  more  or  less 
success. 

8.  The** Oldest "  Drifts. 

The  ''  oldest "  drifts  are  those  which  antedate  not 
only  many  of  the  existing  valleys,  but  also  those  old 
watercourses  now  buried  in  drift,  in  which  rich  gold 
deposits  are  found,  and  which  are  termed  "  leads  "  by  the 
miners.  They  consist  of  loose  quartz  gravel,  sandy  iron- 
stone, or  even  hard  siliceous  rock  enclosing  quartz 
pebbles.  Isolated  patches  cap  various  points  of  con- 
siderable elevation  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  valleys  of 
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the  Silurian  ranges,  but  never  on  the  lower  spurs  of  these 
Tanges.  Sometimes  the  drift  is  covered  by  a  layer  of 
basalt.  It  is  otten  non-auriferous  or  only  containing  a  tna« 
trace  of  gold,  but  in  a  few  localities  near  Ballarat  it  is 
very  rich.  It  ia  believed  to  have  spread  over  a  lai^ge 
portion  of  the  county,  but  to  have  been  since  removed 
by  denudation.  No  fossils  have  been  found  in  it,  except 
a  few  remains  of  wood  in  too  frt^mentary  a  state  for 
identification.  It  is  believed  by  some  geologists  that  the 
old  drift  must  have  been  formed  by  marine  action  during 
a  period  of  elevation  of  the  mountain  ranges  above  the 
sea.  Under  such  conditions  it  is  generally  admitted  that 
marine  fossils  would  rarely  be  preserved.  The  accom- 
panying illustration,  taken  from  the  Beports  of  the  Geo- 
logical Survey  of  Victoria,  well  illustrates  the  manner  in 
which  this  formation  occurs,  and  its  relation  to  the  exi 
outline  of  the  country. 
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"  OLDEST  DEIIT." 

AA.  SUoTiuiTocki.  &  Btult  C  0  C  C.  Oldert  Orift. 

9.   The  "  Older  "  Drifts. 

Under  this  term  are  included  the  gutter-drifts,  the 
volcanic  lava-beds,  and  the  drift  deposits  int«n-ening  be- 
tween the  latter.  The  gutter-drifts  occupy  well-defined 
channels  in  the  Silurian  bed-rock,  more  or  less  tortuous  in 
their  course,  and  with  a  steady  fall  towards  the  valley- 
bottom  or  the  seaboard.     This  drift  is  heavy,  consisting 
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principally  of  fragments  of  quartz,  with  hard  slates  and 
sandstones  and  some  clay  and  sand.  Numerous  remains 
of  v^tation  occur  in  the  gutter-drift.  Large  trunks  of 
trees,  branches,  and  fragments  of  wood,  and,  in  some 
iostances,  trees  in  situ,  their  roots  embedded  in  the  ancient 
soil,  and  their  upper  portion  enveloped  in  lava,  are  met 
with  in  the  gold-workings. 

Inmiediately  above  the  gutter-drift  comes  the  "  fourth 
rock  "  of  the  miners,  really  the  first  lava-flow,  which  took 
its  course  along  the  principal  valleys  and  ascended  a  short 
distance  up  their  tributaries.  It  is  confined  to  the 
deepest  groimd.  Above  it  are  various  deposits  of  clay, 
sand,  and  gravel,  separating  it  from  the  "  third  rock,"  or 
second  lava- flow  in  point  of  time.  Among  these  deposits 
andent  surface-soils  with  the  remains  of  vegetation  can 
sometimes  be  detected.  This  second  lava-flow  spreads 
rather  more  widely  than  the  first,  and  is  also  covered  by 
varying  thicknesses  of  clay  and  drift.  Next  comes 
the  "second  rock,"  or  third  lava-flow,  which  covers  a 
wider  area  than  any  of  the  others  in  Victoria.  Over  this 
come  clays,  and  then  we  have  the  "  first  rock  "  or  fourth 
and  latest  lava-flow,  which  forms  the  surface  rock  of  the 
plateau  west  of  Ballarat,  but  it  does  not  extend  far  south- 
ward. 

10.  "^ Eecmt''  Drifts. 

Since  the  last  lava-flow  the  formation  of  clays  and 
gravels  has  gone  on,  and  has  been  greatly  aided  by  the 
surface  waters  having  been  in  places  dammed  back  by 
the  lava.  Many  of  the  older  deposits  of  drift  have  been 
denuded  and  redistributed  in  these  more  recent  deposits, 
They  form  tolerably  level  flats,  and  sometimes  cover  the 
lower  hills,  the  intervening  valleys  having  since  been 
emptied  by  denudation. 

The  **  most  recent "  drift  consists  of  lava,  clay,  and 
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gravel,  occupying  the  beds  of  recently  eroded  gullies  or  form- 
ing surface-deposits  over  the  lower  portions  of  the  older 
drifts,  from  the  denudation  of  which  it  is  principally  derived. 
The  accompanying  sketch-sectiou  shows  how  these 
several  depoaita  occur : — 


E  TAKtOUB  DBIrre  AND  UlTA-rWWH, 
BO.  Oldeit  drin ;  b,  gatUr  drift ;  e,  oldur  drift,  covering  niHWHiTs  lan^mn : 
d,  roomtdilR^  a,  miHtniwDE  drift  i  1,2,M,  nccaalTe  Un-Oon.    The  "bed  nek,' 
li  LoHei  BUariui,  with  gruite  wnnetlmu  istnuUng. 

Gold  13  sometimes  found  in  the  few  inches  of  surface 
soil  and  rubble  overlying  the  Silurian  rock  on  the  slopes 
and  spurs  of  the  hills,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  quarta 
veins.  In  other  places  a  few  scattered  pebbles  of  quartz 
show  that  the  drift  which  once  was  there  has  been  removed 
by  denudation,  but  the  accompanying  gold,  from  its  supe- 
rior weight,  often  remains  in  the  crevices  of  the  rock,  or 
entangled  among  the  roots  of  grass  or  trees.  The  thicker 
deposits  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  and  in  the  guUies  inter- 
sected by  auriferous  quartz  reefs,  are  oflen  gold-bearing 
from  surface  to  bottom.  On  mapping  the  Uada  which 
have  been  worked,  it  becomes  evident  that  they  represent 
a  system  of  ancient  watercourses.  These  correspond 
generally  to  existing  valleys,  but  in  many  cases  no  indi- 
cation of  their  position  is  to  be  detected  by  the  contour 
of  the  surface. 
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11.  Qtiartz  JBee/k 

The  qiiartz  reefs  being  the  source  of  all  the  gold  found 
in  the  drifts,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  where  the 
latter  were  most  productive  the  former  would  be  the 
richest     This,  however,  is  not  found  to  be  the  case,  be- 
cause the  richness  of  the  gold  drifts  and  leads  will  depend 
diiefly  on  the  amount  of  denudation  of  quartz  they  repre- 
sent    Of  the  denuded  rock  a  large  proportion  will  have 
been  carried  away  by  streams  and  rivers  to  the  sea,  so 
that  the  accumulations  of  drift,  large  as  they  are,  only 
represent  a  portion — ^perh)sips  only  a  small  portion— of 
the  rock  grouind  down  to  produce  them.     Owing,  how- 
ever, to  the  great  specific  gravity  of  gold,  by  far  the  larger 
portion  of  it  sinks  at  once  to  the  bottom  and  remains  not 
far  firom  the  parent  rock ;  and  even  successive  floods  will 
not  carry  it  away,  but  only  cause  additional  deposits  in 
the  lower  beds.     Where  the  quartz  reefs  are  numerous 
and  have  been  subject  to  great  denudation,  a  very  rich 
deposit  of  drift  may  be  formed,  even  though  the  quartz 
itself  is  very  poor  in  gold 

12.  Frohable  Past  History  of  Australia^ 

Although  much  remains  to  be  done  in  working  out 
the  details  of  Australian  geology,  yet  sufficient  is  known 
to  enable  us  to  speculate  with  some  confidence  on  the 
changes  that  must  have  occurred  in  its  physical  condition, 
to  bring  about  the  present  state  of  things.  The  subject 
is  of  extreme  interest  on  account  of  its  connection  with 
the  striking  peculiarities  of  vegetable  and  animal  life — 
peculiarities  which  must  be  dependent  on  the  long-con- 
tinued isolation  of  Australia  from  the  rest  of  the  globe, 
and  on  its  area  having  always  been  sufficiently  large  to 
support  and  develop  a  varied  population  of  animals  and 
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plants.     Let  ns  then  endeavour  to  sketch  out  the  probable 
history  of  Australia  during  successive  geological  epochs. 

PalcBozoie  Epoch, — ^The  great  extent  of  Palaeozoic  sedi- 
mentary formations  all  round  Australia,  as  well  as  in 
some  parts  of  the  interior,  plainly  tells  us  that  at  this 
period  there  must  have  been  an  extensive  land  area  in 
the  vicinity  from  whose  denudation  these  rocks  were 
deposited  in  the  surrounding  ocean.  We  have  at  present 
no  evidence  of  the  direction  in  which  this  land  mainly 
lay ;  but  the  occurrence  of  extensive  strata  of  the  carbon- 
iferous age,  with  numerous  coal  beds,  over  a  large  area  of 
the  eastern  side  of  Australia,  would  lead  us  to  conclude 
that  in  this  direction  there  was  once  a  great  continent,  in 
whose  inland  lakes,  seas,  or  estuaries,  these  plant-bearing 
deposits  were  formed. 

Mesozoie  or  Secondary  Epoch — The  granite  and  other 
igneous  intrusive  rocks  piercing  through  or  upheaving  the 
Palaeozoic  beds  in  numerous  localities,  or  forming  isolated 
mountains  in  the  interior,  are  probably  of  various  ages, 
but  are  believed  to  date,  for  the  most  part,  from  the  Meso- 
zoie period.  The  character  and  position  of  the  Secondary 
rocks  in  Australia  is  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  exist- 
ence at  the  period  of  their  formation  of  a  large  extent  of 
dry  land,  with  adjacent  seas  and  gulfs  of  no  great  depth ; 
and  this  supposition  agrees  with  the  remarkable  develop- 
ment of  vegetable  and  animal  life,  whose  differences  from 
those  of  the  other  great  continents  are  such  as  to  imply 
isolation  from  them  during  a  period  dating  back  to  some 
part  of  the  Secondary  epoch.  The  oolitic  and  cretaceous 
deposits  of  Queensland  imply  a  considerable  area  of 
rather  shallow  sea  in  this  direction,  with  abundant  coral 
reefs.  There  may  be,  it  is  true,  deposits  of  Secondary 
age  buried  under  the  Tertiary  formations  of  the  interior ; 
but  this  is  not  probable,  and  even  if  it  were  the  case, 
it  would  equally  imply  a  considerable  area  of  Second- 
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aiy  land  to  supply  the  sediments  for  such  extensive 
deposits.  At  this  time  the  early  connection  of  Australia 
with  the  Asiatic  continent  had  probably  ceased ;  bnt  the 
former  conntry  may  have  extended  over  what  is  now 
New  Guinea  and  the  Moluccas,  as  well  as  southward 
over  Tasmania,  and  westward  towards  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

Xdinozoic  or  Tertiary  Epoch, — It  is  when  we  come 

to  the  Tertiary  epoch  that  we  obtain  some  more  adequate 

notion  of  the  condition  of  Australia  in  the  immediate 

past     The  abundant  mammalian  fauna,  so  completely 

isolated  from  that  of  all  the  rest  of  the  globe,  and  the 

pioo£3  that  this  fauna  was  once  even  richer  without  being 

less  isolated  than  it  is  now,  compel  us  to  the  conclusion 

that  during  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Tertiary  epoch  a 

more  extensive  and  more  fertile  continent  occupied  nearly 

the  same  geographical  position  as  Australia  does  now. 

Every   other   department  of  nature  presents  analogous 

peculiarities,  which  equally  force  us  to  adopt  this  view ; 

and  it  is  supported  by  the  fact  of  the  absence  &om  every 

part  of  Australia,  yet  explored,  of  any  extensive  marine 

deposits  which  can  be  certainly  classed  as  belonging  to 

the  earliest  Tertiary  age  (Eocene  or  Lower  Miocene).    This 

implies  that  during  a  vast  period  the  greater  part  of  what 

we  now  know  as  Australia  was  dry  land,  and  there  are 

indications  that  it  also  comprised  lands  which  have  since 

sunk  beneath  the  ocean,  or  been  carried  away  by  its  waves 

and  currents.     The  highly  peciQiar  flora  of  West  Australia, 

so  much  richer  than  that  of  the  eastern  colonies,  clearly 

implies  a  great  extension  here  towards  the  west  and  south, 

so  as  to  afford  an  area  sufficiently  extensive  and  varied 

for  the  development  of  so  many  special  types,  and  also  to 

explain  that  slight  affinity  with  the  Gape  flora  which  is 

a  marked  feature  of  West  Australian  botany.     The  islands 

of  St.  Paul  'and  Amsterdam  may  indicate  where  an  inter- 
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yening  land  once  formed  a  stepping-stone  for  the  inUst- 
migration  of  the  plants  of  Australia  and  South  Africa. 

Coming  down  to  later  Tertiary  times  (Pliocene),  we 
find  proofs  of  great  subsidence  and  enormous  denudation. 
A  large  area  near  the  coast  in  South  and  West  Australia 
consists  of  an  arenaceous  limestone,  the  cUbris  of  coral 
reefs  of  Pliocene  age.  The  fossil  corals  found  here  are 
said  by  Dr.  Duncan,  who  has  specially  studied  them,  to 
be  mostly  peculiar  forms,  some  few  being  identical  with 
European  pliocene  corals,  and  some  with  species  now 
living  in  the  China  Sea,  Bed  Sea,  and  Caribbean  Sea»  but 
none  identical  with  living  Australian  corals.  This  implies 
a  change  of  climate  and  of  distribution  of  marine  animals 
analogous  to  what  has  occurred  in  the  Northern  Hemi- 
sphere. A  considerable  expanse  of  country  must,  there- 
fore, have  sunk  beneath  the  sea-level  at  this  period,  and 
have  been  subsequently  raised  again ;  but  this  depression 
does  not  appear  to  have  extended  far  inland  or  to  the 
eastward,  where  no  marine  Tertiary  formations  have  ever 
been  found. 

13.  Origin  of  the  Desert  Sandstone, 

Another  late  Tertiary  formation — ^the  desert  sandstone 
— is  far  more  remarkable,  and  may,  in  fact,  be  termed  the 
geological  mysteiy  of  Australia.  It  is  supposed  to  occupy 
one-third  of  the  entire  country,  covering  vast  areas  of  the 
interior  from  the  western  plains  of  Queensland  and  New 
South  Wales,  right  across  the  continent  to  West  Australia. 
Owing  to  the  absence  of  organic  remains,  except  some 
imperfect  plants  and  fresh- water  shells,  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  its  age,  or  whether  it  is  all  of  the  same  age ;  but  it  is 
generally  considered  to  belong  to  some  part  of  the  later 
Tertiary  or  Pliocene  period.  In  Northern  Queensland  it 
rests  on  chalk,  and  is,  again,  in  parts  covered  by  lava- 
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beds.     It  consists  of  extensive  plains,  plateaus,  and  low 
bills;  the  latter  probably  indicating  the  level  it  once 
attained  all  over  the   country,  the  intervening   plains 
having  been  lowered  by  sub-aerial  denudation.     This  is 
also  shown  by  the  numerous  examples  of  isolated  rock- 
pillars  in  many  parts  of  the  country.     One  of  these, 
known  as  Chambers's  Pillar,  and  situated  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  Australia,  is  150  feet  high,  and  stands  on  a  low 
hill  about  100  feet  above  the  plain.     The  pillar  itself, 
which  is  about  10  feet  by  20  in  cross  section  and  of 
nearly  equal  width  from  top  to  bottom,  is  of  a  soft  white 
sandstone,  as  is  the  hill  on  which  it  stands.     The  upper 
part  of  the  pillar  is  red,  and  it  may  owe  its  preservation 
to  the  somewhat  greater  hardness  and  durability  of  this 
upper  layer.     In  the  same  neighbourhood  are  many  other 
remarkable  rocky  hills,  resembling  old  castles  in  ruins, 
standing  on  and  among  sandhills.     The  manner  in  which 
these  pillars  were  probably  formed  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  observations  of  Captain  (now  Sir  George)  Grey  on  a 
remarkable  group  of  pillars  found  on  high  table-land  in  the 
northern  part  of  West  Australia.     Several  acres  of  land 
were  here  covered  with  lofty  isolated  sandstone  pillars  of 
the  most  grotesque  and  fantastic  shapes.     In  one  place 
was  a  regular  unroofed  aisle,  with  a  row  of  massive  pillars 
on  each  side ;  and  in  another,  there  stood  upon  a  pedestal 
what  appeared  to  be  the  legs  of  an  ancient  statue,  from 
which  the  body  had  disappeared.     The  height  of  some  of 
these  columns  which  were  measured,  were  ifound  to  be 
upwards  of  forty  feet ;  and  as  the  tops  of  most  of  them 
were  nearly  at  the  same  level,  that  of  the  surrounding 
country  must  at  one  period  have  been  as  high  as  their 
present  summits,  probably  indeed,  much  higher.     From 
the  top  of  one  of  these  pillars  an  extensive  view  was  ob- 
tained showing  everywhere  signs  of  similar  degradation, 
on  80  large  a  scale  that  it  was  at  first  difBcult  to  account 
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for ;  but  the  sound  of  gurgling  water  soon  offered  a  due 
to  the  mystery.  On  descending  into  a  fissure  between 
some  rocks.  Sir  Greorge  Grey  discovered  beneath  the  sur&ce 
a  cavern  much  resembling  the  remains  that  existed  above- 
ground.  Through  it  ran  a  small  stream  which,  in  the 
rainy  season,  would  become  a  torrent ;  and  it  was  evident 
that  before  many  years  elapsed  the  roof  would  give  way, 
and  whafwere  now  the  buttresses  and  supports  of  a  gloomy 
cavern  would  emerge  into  day,  and  become  columns  draped 
with  creepers,  surrounded  by  vegetation,  and  resplendent 
in  the  bright  sunshine. 

In  South  Australia  and  Victoria  similar  extensive 
caverns,  supported  by  stalactites,  are  formed  in  the  Tertiary 
limestone  by  the  underground  passage  of  water,  and 
where  calcareous  deposits  extend  beneath  the  desert  sand- 
stone the  falling  in  of  its  caverns  woidd  lead  to  the 
breaking  up  and  more  rapid  denudation  of  the  overlyiog 
sand-rock.  The  denudation  of  such  a  soft  and  friable 
material  may  also  be  rapidly  effected  by  the  wind  alone, 
which,  carrying  sand  particles  with  it,  carves  out  exposed 
faces  of  rock  even  more  rapidly  than  water.  The  denu- 
dation of  so  much  of  this  deposit  is  not  therefore  difficult 
to  account  for ;  the  great  problem  being — ^How  was  it  first 
formed  ?  Most  writers  assume  that  it  is  a  marine  deposit, 
and  that  almost  all  Australia  must  have  been  at  this 
period  depressed  beneath  the  sea-leveL  But  the  abun- 
dance of  fossils  in  the  coralline  limestone  of  approximately 
the  same  age,  renders  it  certain  that  so  extensive  a  deposit, 
if  mariue,  would  also  contain  many  remains  of  shells  and 
other  marine  animals,  of  which,  however,  not  a  trace  has 
been  found.  Such  an  extensive  depression  is  also  incon- 
sistent with  what  we  know  of  the  abundance  of  large 
mammalia  in  the  immediately  succeeding  age  (the  Quater- 
nary), which  would  certainly  have  required  an  extensive 
land  area   for  their  support.     A   large  continent,  with 
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lofly  monntain  ranges,  is  also  necessary  to  supply  the 
amount  of  denuded  rock  leqnired  to  build  up  so  exten- 
siye  and  massive  a  deposit,  and  this  is  inconsistent  with 
its  f onnation  dniing  a  period  of  extensiye  submergence. 

It  seems  more  probable,  therefore,  that  the  desert 
sandstone  is  a  lacustrine  or  inland-sea  formation,  and  that 
during  its  deposit  the  surrounding  land  was  both  more 
extensive  and  more  elevated  than  it  is  now.     Instead 
of  being  submerged,  and  reduced  in  area,  Australia  was 
probably  then  at  nearly  its  greatest  size,  and  possessed  of 
all  the  features  of  a  great  continent     Its  mountains  were 
loftier  and  more  extensive,  its  rivers  permanent,  and  its 
whole  area  well  watered  and  productiva     Its  interior, 
instead  of  being  parched  and  desert,  was  a  great  lake- 
country,  perhaps  even  more  remarkable  than  eastern  equa- 
torial Africa  is  now.     These  lakes  or  inland  seas  were 
probably  formed  by  the  gradual  shutting  up  of  all  outlets 
from  the  central  plateau  by  volcanic  eruptions  or  by 
elevations  of  the  land,  so  that  the  drainage  towards  the 
interior  had  no  means  of  reaching  the  ocean.     All  exten- 
sive plateaus  have,  or  have  had,  such  enclosed  basins,  which 
are  probably  due  to  the  upheaving  forces  being  greater 
near  the  coast  than  inland.     Thus,  we  have  in  North 
America  the  r^on  of  the  great  lakes,  and  the  more 
elevated  basin  of  the  great  salt  lake  of  Utah,  a  portion  of 
which  has  been  drained  by  the  cutting  of  the  great  caHon 
of  the  Colorado.     In  Asia  the  great  basin  of  the  Gobi 
desert  is  more  extensive  than  the  lowland  interior  of 
Australia ;  and  were  this  basin  nearer  to  the  seaboard,  so 
as  to  be  supplied  with  vapour-laden  air,  it  would  soon  be 
changed  into  a  vast  inland  sea.     It  is  evident  then,  that 
under  the  conditions  we  have  supposed, — that  of  Aus- 
tralia having  been,  as  a  whole,  more  elevated  and  more 
extensive,  and  with  far  loftier  mountains  on  its  borders  to 
condense  the  oceanic  vapours  and  become  the  source  of 
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perpetual  streams, — all  the  lower  portions  of  the  intmor 
would  become  flooded,  till  enormous  fresh- water  lakes  were 
formed,  bounded  by  the  various  ranges  of  granitic  and 
palffiozoic  rocks.  In  these  lakes  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  denudation  of  the  interior  slopes  of  the 
mountains  would  be  deposited,  till,  after  countless  ages,  the 
highlands  would  be  considerably  lowered,  and  the  lowland 
interior  proportionally  filled  up.  The  extent  of  these  lakes 
at  any  one  time  may  probably  have  been  very  much 
smaller  than  that  of  the  country  now  covered  with  the 
desert  sandstone.  When  the  water  area  became  very  large, 
evaporation  would  equal  the  supply,  and  the  level  would 
remain  for  a  time  stationaiy ;  but,  as  the  lakes  became 
gradually  filled  up  by  the  growth  of  deltas  at  the  entrance 
of  every  stream  that  supplied  them,  the  waters  would  rise 
and  again  extend  the  area  of  water  surface,  while  slow 
risings  or  sinkings  of  certain  areas  would  change  the 
centre  of  greatest  deposition.  The  lapse  of  time  required 
for  such  a  formation  must  have  been  enormous  ;  and  over 
such  a  large  area, — always,  as  we  know,  the  theatre  of 
volcanic  action, — ^we  must  suppose  that  the  subterranean 
forces  would  have  been  constantly  at  work,  though  the 
chief  seats  of  their  energies  might  gradually  change.  By 
this  means  the  more  elevated  tracts  might  subside,  and 
the  old  depressions  become  elevated,  and  thus  the  area 
would  become  widened  over  which  the  fresh-water  deposits 
were  formed.  At  length  outlets  were  made  by  depres- 
sions in  the  mountain  barrier  at  the  north  and  south, 
while  some  of  the  rivers  cut  ravines  by  which  they 
obtained  access  to  the  ocean.  A  general  subsidence  of 
the  country  followed,  greatest  probably  on  the  west,  and 
leading  to  the  destruction  of  a  large  portion  of  the  old 
continent  Wide  areas  of  sandy  lake  bottoms  were  thus 
exposed,  and  the  general  lowering  of  the  mountain  ranges 
causing  diminished  rainfall,  the  climate  became  deterio- 
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lated,  and  the  inteTior  gradually  assumed  ita  present  sterile 
aspect  The  last  remains  of  the  great  bodies  of  firesh 
water  which  once  covered  so  much  of  the  interior  are  to 
be  seen  in  the  numerous  salt  swamps  and  intermittent 
lakes  of  the  south,  the  centre,  and  the  west  of  the  Austrar 
lian  interior. 


14.  Origin  of  the  Drifts  and  Alluviums, 

It  was  probably  while  these  great  changes  were  in 
progress  in  the  interior  of  the  coimtry  that  another  kind 
of  denudation  and  deposition  was  taking  place  on  the 
slopes  and  plateaus  of  the  eastern  mountains,  resulting  in 
the  "  gold  drifts/'  whose  origin  we  have  already  sufficiently 
explained  as  due  in  great  part  to  successive  lavarflows 
intercepting  local  drainage  and  checking  the  dispersal  of 
the  detritus  of  the  Silurian  rocks.  Some  of  the  drifts  on 
the  east  coast  have  been  found  to  be  below  the  sea-level ; 
and  this  supports  the  view  that  the  whole  country  was 
elevated  rather  than  depressed  during  the  later  Pliocene 
period.  Near  Smythesdale,  in  the  Ballarat  district,  a 
nmnber  of  fossil  fruits  were  discovered  at  a  depth  of  150 
feet,  in  a  layer  of  black  clay, — probably  an  old  surface 
soil,  just  above  the  gold-bearing  gravel  Baron  von 
Miieller,  the  Government  botanist,  considers  these  to  be 
all  of  extinct  genera,  but  allied  to  various  plants  now 
living  in  the  more  tropiccd  parts  of  Australia.  The  facts 
all  point  to  their  beuig  at  least  as  old  as  the  later  Plio-* 
cene,  and  the  more  tropical  aspect  is  quite  consistent  with 
the  country  having  been  somewhat  more  elevated,  if  the 
general  climate  was  then,  as  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere, 
either  warmer  or  more  uniform.  In  the  interior  plains, 
both  of  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria,  plant  remains 
have  also  been  found  in  gold-drifts,  at  various  depths,  all 
indicating  that  the  country  has  never   been  submerged 
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beneath  the  sea  during  the  whole  period  of  their  foimation. 
Some  of  the  sea-diffe  also,  near  Cape  Howe,  formed  of 
sand  and  clay^  are  full  of  plant  remains ;  clearly  indi- 
cating a  former  mnch  greater  extension  of  the  land  in 
this  direction,  admitting  of  the  formation  of  lacnstrine 
deposits  of  great  thickness. 

The  aUuvial  deposits  in  caves  and  on  the  interior 
plains,  with  their  wonderful  fauna  of  extinct  animals  of 
huge  size,  but  allied  to  those  still  living  in  Australia^ 
carry  down  the  history  of  the  coimtiy  to  the  period 
immediately  preceding  the  human  epoch,  and  add  their 
confirmation  to  the  view,  that  during  the  later  stages  of 
the  Tertiary  epoch  the  country  must  have  been  more 
extensive,  more  fertile,  and  in  every  way  more  fitted  to 
support  an  abimdance  of  animal  life,  than  it  is  now.  We 
may  very  reasonably  impute  the  extinction  of  so  many  of 
these  aidmal  forms,  to  the  last  great  deterioration  of  the 
climate  which  reduced  so  much  of  the  interior  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  desert,  and  rendered  vast  tracts  of  fertile 
country  subject  to  severe  and  protracted  droughts,  ahnost 
equally  inimical  to  animal  life. 

In  addition  to  the  proo&  of  subsidence  already 
adduced,  we  must  add  that  afforded  by  the  Great  Barrier 
Beef  which  stretches  for  1200  miles  along  the  eastern 
coast  of  tropical  Australia,  at  a  distance  of  from  20  to  90 
miles.  On  the  outer  side  it  sinks  abruptly  to  a  depth  of 
2000  feet  or  more,  and  this  may  be  taken  as  a  measure 
of  the  subsidence  since  it  began  to  form.  The  manner  in 
which  it  increases  in  width  from  north  to  south,  renders  it 
probable  that  the  subsidence  has  been  greater  as  we  go 
southward,  and  this  agrees  with  the  belief  of  Australian 
geologists,  that  the  eastern  side  of  Australia  has  been 
greatly  reduced  by  subsidence  and  denudation. 

It  thus  appears  that  alike  on  the  west,  south,  and 
east,  there  are  indications  that  Australia  was  formerly 
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more  eztensiye  and  more  elevated ;  and  we  have  seen  that 
this  wider  area  and  greater  altitude  offer  the  best  explana- 
tion of  its  many  geological  peculiarities,  while  they  are 
absolutely  indispensable  to  a  comprehension  of  its  wonder- 
ful development  of  animal  and  vegetable  life,  of  whose 
richness  and  variety  we  only  now  behold  the  diminished 
remnant. 

The  period  of  subsidence  has  probably  now  ceased, 
and  in  the  south  and  west  of  Australia  elevation  appears  to 
have  taken  its  place.  In  the  district  east  of  the  Murray 
in  South  Australia,  recent  sheUs  are  abundant  for  50 
miles  inland,  and  to  an  elevation  of  a  few  hundred  feet^ 
and  raised  beaches  axe  found  in  various  places  all  along 
the  coast  The  land  too  is  still  believed  to  be  rising,  for 
reefs  off  the  coast  have  become  more  extensive,  and 
sonndings  have  decreased  several  yards  in  the  last  fifty 
years,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  any  actual  difference 
of  the  water-level  has  been  noticed  at  the  seaports;  so 
that  the  changes  last  referred  to  may  be  due  to  a  change 
in  the  sea-bottom  rather  than  to  any  general  elevation  of 
the  coast  There  can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  there 
has  been  a  recent  slight  elevation  of  land  in  many  parts 
of  Australia 
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CHAPTEE  V. 

THE  AUSTRALIAN   ABOBIGINES. 

1.  Physical  CAaracterisim. 

Almost  as  pectQiar  and  isolated  as  its  flora  and  fauna 
are  the  black  aborigines  of  Australia,  who  are  now  rapidly 
disappearing  before  the  European  settler,  and  whose  low 
social  culture,  recalling  the  earliest  stages  in  the  history 
of  the  human  race,  stands  in  strange  though  by  no  means 
exceptional  contrast  to  their  fully  developed  speech.  The 
handful  that  still  survives  are  split  up  into  a  considerable 
number  of  tribes,  forming  collectively  a  special  type,  to 
be  carefullydistinguished  both  from  the  dark,  wooUy-haired 
Papuans,  and  from  the  olive-yellow,  lank-haired  Malays 
and  Polynesians. 

On  the  whole  the  Australian  falls  little  short  of  the 
average  European  in  height,  while  far  inferior  to  him  in 
muscular  development,  the  limbs  being  thin  and  excess- 
ively lean,  combined  sometimes  with  an  abnormal  corpu- 
lence. The  bones  are  delicately  formed,  and  there  is  the 
usual  total  absence  of  calves  so  characteristic  of  the  dark 
races  generally.  The  cranial  formation,  somewhat  finer 
in  the  male  than  in  the  female  sex,  is  on  the  whole 
narrow  and  lengthy,  with  high  cheek-bones,  the  lower 
portion  of  the  forehead  about  the  brows  projecting,  the 
upper  receding  rapidly.  The  nose,  narrow  at  the  root, 
thereby  causing  the  eyes  to  appear  drawn  together,  be- 
comes broader  and  somewhat  squat  farther  down.  The 
ears  are  inclined  a  little  forward,  the  mouth  is  latge  and 
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nnshapely,  wMa  the  teeth  are,  on  the  conttaiy,  fine  Bud 
white,  the  upper  row,  like  the  upper  lip,  moetly  overlap- 
ping the  lower.    The  jaw-bone  is  cimttacted,  the  chin  small 


and  retiring,  Uie  complexion  oftener  coSee-biown  than 
actually  black,  the  bait  richly  developed,  not  only  on  the 
head,  but  on  the  whole  body,  the  men  showing  a  thick 
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growth  of  beard  and  whiskers.  The  pitch-black  hair 
itself  is  somewhat  curly,  without,  however,  being  woolly, 
and  when  cleaned  from  the  mass  of  grease  and  dirt  that 
usually  cl(>g8  it,  is  fine  and  glossy.  The  effluvium  arising 
from  the  skin,  in  itself  peculiady  ofTensive  to  our  sense 
of  smeU,  is  rendered  still  more  unendurable  by  the  body 
being  greased  with  the  oil  of  various  large  species  of  fish. 
The  duration  of  life  rarely  exceeds  fifty  year& 

2.  Mental  QvudUies. 

The  mental  qualities  of  the  Australian  may  be  pro- 
nounced fairly  developed,  though  decidedly  inferior  as 
compared  with  those  of  most  other  savage  races.  In 
everything  pertaining  to  daily  life  he  displays  uncommon 
sldll,  and  his  arms  and  implements,  though  highly  primi- 
tive, are  still  well  adapted  to  their  purpose,  and  are  used 
with  great  ingenuity  in  the  pursuit  of  game.  In  fact,  the 
native  is  almost  unrivalled  in  tracking  and  running  down 
his  quarry ;  hence  may  be  employed  in  such  arts  as  call 
for  mere  mechanical  dexterity.  He  is  an  excellent  sports- 
man and  herdsman,  and  not  a  bad  artisan,  provided  the 
work  is  carefully  and  clearly  explained  to  him  beforehand. 
Possessing  a  considerable  imitative  faculty,  he  easily 
acquires  foreign  tongues,  and  even  displays  a  rude  talent 
for  art.  In  caves  on  the  north-eastern  coast  have  been 
found  tolerable  figures  of  sharks,  porpoises,  turtles,  lizards, 
starfish,  canoes,  and  of  some  quadrupeds.  On  some  flat 
rocks  in  New  South  Wales  are  figures  of  men  dancing,  as 
weU  as  of  kangaroos,  sharks,  and  other  animals,  and  many 
native  implements  are  rudely  ornamented  with  carved 
designs.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  they  are  quite  unable 
to  recognise  accurate  portraits  of  themselves,  while  rude 
outlines  with  the  head  greatly  enlarged  are  appreciated. 
The  higher  mental  qualities  of  foresight  and  self-restraint 
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are  veiy  slightly  developed.  No  care  is  taken  for  the 
moiroWf  and  life  is  passed  in  alternations  of  eating  and 
sleeping^  hunger  and  the  chasa  Each  recurring  winter 
brings  famine  and  privation,  but  no  attempt  is  ever  made 
to  store  up  food  in  time  of  plenty. 

The  opinions  of  different  writers  and  travellers  as  to 
the  mental  and  moral  characteristics  of  the  Australians 
are  very  divergent.  Sir  Thomas  Mitchell  does  not  think 
them  by  any  means  the  lowest  in  the  scale  of  humanity, 
adding  that  he  found  those  who  accompanied  him  in  his 
journeys  superior  in  penetration  and  judgment  to  the 
white  men  of  the  same  expedition.  Mr.  Eyre  found  them 
to  be  fiank,  open,  and  confiding,  and  easy  to  make  Mends 
with.  He  declares  that  they  have  been  greatly  misrepre- 
sented and  traduced,  and  that  much  of  their  assumed 
treachery  and  bloodthirstiness  is  the  result  of  the  cruelty 
and  ill-treatment  of  the  settlers.  Sometimes  they  display 
the  greatest  cruelty  and  heartlessness,  while  in  other  cases 
they  are  affectionate  and  generous.  They  often  show 
great  affection  for  their  male  offspring,  giving  up  to 
them  the  choicest  food,  carrying  them  when  they  are 
weaiy^  and  lamenting  their  death  for  months  or  even  for 
years.  Yet  their  old  men  and  women  are  often  abandoned 
when  ill  or  wounded,  and  their  wives  are  treated  with  the 
most  atrocious  barbarity.  Although  an  immitigated  selfish- 
ness seems  to  be  the  ruling  principle  of  their  actions,  yet 
in  certain  cases  they  give  up  self  for  the  good  of  others. 
A  successful  hunter  always  shares  his  game  with  the  rest 
of  the  tribe,  even  taking  the  worst  and  smallest  portion 
himself;  yet  when  unsuccessful  and  hungry  he  will  cruelly 
beat  or  spear  his  wife,  and  if  severely  pressed  by  famine 
kill  and  eat  his  own  children.  No  such  virtue  as  female 
chastity  is  recognised ;  and  as  a  wife  is  treated  solely  as 
a  slave,  and  severely  punished  whenever  the  husband's 
wants  are  not  fully  supplied,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that 
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infanticide  slionld  be  common*  The  rights  of  piopertj  are 
recognised,  and  form  the  sole  foundation  of  morals ;  and 
wives,  being  property,  are  wholly  subject  to  their  masters. 
No  one  takes  a  woman's  part,  even  though  known  to  be 
quite  innocent  of  that  for  which  she  is  punished.  And 
their  punishment  is  most  fearful.  They  are  knocked  on 
the  head  with  heavy  clubs,  speared  through  the  1^  and 
arms,  or  deeply  gashed  with  flints  in  various  parts  ci  the 
body ;  so  that  an  Australian  woman  is  usually  a  mass  of 
scars,  and  the  majority  are  said  not  to  live  much  beyond 
the  age  of  thirty. 

Summing  up  the  mental  characteristics  of  the 
Australian  aborigines,  Mr.  Wake  says — **  It  is  evident 
that  these  people  are,  as  compared  with  more  advanced 
races,  in  the  condition  of  children.  Among  all  the 
tribes,  whether  the  more  hostile  ones  of  the  East,  or  those 
which  in  the  West  appear  to  give  evidence  of  a  milder 
disposition,  there  is  the  same  imperfect  development  of 
moral  ideas.  In  fact,  none  of  them  have  any  notion 
of  what  we  call  morality,  except  the  simple  one  of  right 
and  wrong  arising  out  of  questions  of  property.  With 
this  moral  imperfection,  however,  the  Australian  natives 
exhibit  a  degree  of  mental  activity  which,  at  first  sight, 
may  be  thought  inconsistent  with  the  childish  position 
here  assigned  to  themu  It  is  evident,  however,  that  this 
activity  results  &om  the  position  in  which  the  Australian 
is  placed.  Extremely  indolent  when  food  is  plentiful, 
when  it  is  scarce  the  greatest  exertions  can  be  made  for 
its  acquirement,  and  the  repeated  exercise  of  the  mind  on 
the  means  of  accomplishing  the  all-important  end  of 
obtaining  food,  has  led  to  a  development  of  the  lower 
intellectual  faculties  somewhat  disproportionate  to  the 
moral  ideas  with  which  they  are  associated."  ^ 

^  C.  S.  Wake  on  the  Mental  Characteristics  of  PrimitiTe  Han  as 
exemplified  by  the  Australian  Aboriginea.  Journal  </th»  AnJthnpoUgioal 
InsUtuU,  ToL  L  p.  74. 
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3.  Clothing,  Dwdlitigs,  and  Food. 

In  most  places  the  Australians  go  quite  naked^  and 
seem  almost  wholly  nnconscions  of  the  sense  of  shame. 
In  the  south,  during  the  cold  season,  they  wrap  them- 
sdves  in  a  mantle  of  kangaroo  skins,  covering  the 
shoulders  and  back ;  while  when  traversing  thorny  scrubs 
they  sometimes  use  an  apron  of  skins  as  a  protection, 
though  they  neve[r  adopt  such  an  article  of  clothing  for 
decency.  No  covering  to  the  head  is  ever  worn,  though 
it  is  always  more  or  less  decorated  with  teeth,  fish-bones, 
feathers,  or  the  bushy  tail  of  some  animal  A  girdle  of 
hair  is  worn  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  dowak  or 
digging-stick  and  the  apron  when  required,  and  a  similar 
1)and  is  often  tied  round  the  head  to  keep  the  hair  out  of 
the  eyes,  though  this  object  is  sometimes  obtained  by 
plastering  the  hair  with  a  mixture  of  fat  and  ochre. 

Of  all  the  more  extensive  races  of  mankind  there  is 
perhaps  none  whose  dwellings  are  inferior  in  construction, 
comfort,  or  permanence,  to  those  of  the  Australians.  In 
parts  of  the  country  where  caves  and  rock -shelters 
abound,  some  of  the  tribes  are  true  cave-dwellers;  but 
for  the  most  part  they  construct  rude  huts  or  screens  of 
twigs  and  bushes,  sometimes  covered  over  with  bark, 
foliage,  or  turf,  so  as  to  keep  out  the  rain.  As  they  are 
constantly  wandering  about,  these  huts  are  never  per- 
manent constructions,  but  are  hastily  put  together  to 
afford  shelter  for  a  few  weeks  or  months  in  some  locality 
where  food  can  be  obtained.  Most  of  them  are  very 
small  and  low,  just  sufficient  for  a  single  family  to  shelter 
mider ;  but  occasionally  long  huts  are  met  with  in  which 
from  five  to  ten  families  sleep  in  common.  During  the 
fine  Australian  sunmier  they  live  without  any  shelter. 
Where  the  gum  trees  grow  to  a  large  size,  pieces  of  bark 
are  obtained  from  them  sometimes  twelve  feet  long  and 
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eight  or  tea  wide,  wliich  alone  fona  a  sufficiently  good 
hut.  More  rarely  huta  are  built  of  logs  of  wood  and 
turf  under  the  slope  of  a  hill,  so  substantial  that  they  can 
be  ridden  over  on  horseback. 


HATITX  AtrsTBALUB  BUT. 

Their  food  is  very  varied,  and  is  generally  obtained 
in  tolerable  abundance.  Of  animal  food  they  eat  almost 
eveiything  livii^  even  those  creatures  most  repugnant  to 
civilised  peoples.  All  the  mammalia  and  birds  of  the 
country  are  of  course  eaten  when  they  can  be  caught ;  but 
besides  these,  lizards,  snakes,  and  fitigs  are  highly  esteemed, 
as  well  as  the  larvse  of  many  insects,  white  ants  which 
are  very  abundant  and  are  eaten  alive,  and  even  a  kind 
of  moth  which  is  sometimes  caught  in  great  quantities, 
and  whose  body  is  a  fat  and  delicious  morsel  Frogs  are 
dug  oat  of  swamps  or  caught  in  ponds,  and  devoured  in 
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all  stages  from  the  tadpole  upwards.     All  kinds  of  snakes 
aie  esteemed,  the  head  alone  being  rejected.     Fish  are 
caught  in  the  rivers  or  sea;  as  well  as  many  kinds  of 
shell-fish,  especially  mussels.     Cannibalism  is  also  prac- 
tised in  most  of  the  tribes,  human  flesh  being  eaten  not 
only  from  necessity  but  from  choice.      Old  women  are 
often  killed  for  this  purpose,  and  even  wives  and  children 
in  times  of  scarcity.     The  common  mode  of  cooking  is  to 
roast  the  animal,  if  small,  by  throwing  it  for  a  few  minutes 
on  the  embers ;  but  the  intestines  and  fat  are  often  eaten 
law.     All  kinds  of  eggs  are  highly  esteemed,  and  both 
these  and  flesh  are  often  eaten  in  a  state  of  semi-putre- 
faction.     Occasionally  the  earth-oven  is  used  to  roast 
animals  whole ;  and  sometimes  even  water  is  thrown  on 
heated  stones,  and  then  covered  up  with  the  vegetables 
and  other  food — ^the  most  perfect  form  of  cookery  among 
the  Australian  natives,  who  have  never  so  far  advanced 
as  to  make  the  rudest  pottery,  and  are  thus  quite  ignorant 
of  the  use  of  boiling  water  for  culinary  purposes.     A  large 
TBiiety  of  vegetable  food  is  also  obtained,  although  no 
coontry  is  less  productive  than  Australia  in  fruits  or 
vegetables  acceptable  to  Europeans.     But  even  in  the 
most  sterile  parts  of  the  country  the  inhabitants  manage 
to  obtain  food.     One  of  the  best  vegetables  consists  of  the 
roots  of  a  species  of  wild  yam,  which  is  in  some  districts 
very  abundant,  and  often  more  than  three   feet  long. 
Next  in  importance  is  the  Typhi  kUi/olia  a  species  of  bul- 
rosL     It  is  dug  up  by  the  women,  the  roots  roasted,  then 
pounded   and   kneaded   into   small   cakes.     The  yoimg 
leaves  of  the  grass-tree  also  furnish  abundance  of  food. 
Many  other  kinds  of  roots  are  eaten,  and  in  some  cases 
the  bark  or  outer  skin  of  the  roots  of  trees  is  roasted. 
There  are  a  few  eatable  fruits  and  berries.     The  seeds  of 
the  Aeaeia  soph/yrce  and  of  many  other  Leguminosse ;  the 
gam  of  several  acacias,  the  fleshy  leaves  of  mesembiy^ 
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anthemtims ;  varioxis  species  of  herbs,  such  as  nastaitinin, 
caidamine,  and  chenopodium,  which  often  cover  acres  of 
ground  on  the  banks  of  rivers  and  on  flooded  grounds ; 
several  kinds  of  fangi,  and  manna  from  the  leaves  of 
Eucalyptvs  mannifera^  all  supply  food  in  more  or  less 
abundance.  Honey,  too,  is  obtained  from  banksia 
flowers,  from  the  body  of  the  wild  bee,  and  from  its  nest, 
which  is  found  by  gumming  a  small  white  feather  to  a 
captured  bee  and  then  following  it  tiU  the  store  of  honey 
is  discovered 

Much  ingenuity  is  shown  in  discovering  water,  and 
natives  will  live  for  months  where  Europeans  will  die  of 
thirst  Not  only  is  every  spring  and  rock-hole  in  the 
country  known,  but  water  is  often  obtained  in  the  driest 
sand  by  making  excavations  ten  or  twelve  feet  deep. 
Even  where  no  water  can  be  obtained  by  these  means,  the 
Australian  will  support  life  on  the  water  to  be  obtained 
from  the  roots  of  certain  trees  and  shrubs.  These  are 
followed  through  the  sandy  soil  for  twenty  or  thirty  feet, 
and  on  being  extracted  and  broken  into  small  pieces  exude 
a  sufiBiciency  of  water  to  satisfy  the  thirst ;  while  at  other 
times  the  dew  collected  on  long  grass  is  utilised  for  the 
same  purpose, 

4.   Weapcms  and  Tools. 

The  weapons  of  the  Australian  exhibit  more  ingenuity 
and  skill  than  their  houses,  their  clothing,  or  their  mode 
of  cookery.  They  are,  it  is  true,  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
bow  and  arrow ;  but  they  possess  weapons  of  their  own 
which  exhibit  an  equal  amount  of  invention — the  boome- 
rang and  the  throwing-stick.  The  boomerang  is  a 
flattened  piece  of  hard  wood  two  or  three  feet  long,  and 
rather  suddenly  curved  in  the  middle.  When  thrown  iu 
the  air  it  exhibits  strange  and  erratic  motions,  sometimes 
going  on  in  a  zigzag  course^  or  circling  upwards  in  a 
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spiral  manner^  or  returning  back  again  to  near  the  body  of 

the  thrower.     When  aimed  among  a  flock  of  bixdfl  its 

mratic  motions  cause  it  often  to  bring  down  seveiaL     In 

war  it  is  thrown  downwards  eo  as  to  stiike  the  ground, 

when  it  rebounds  with  great  force  again  and  again.     The 

tlirowing- stick  is  for  the  purpose  of  giving  increased 

velocity  to  a  light  spear  from  five  to  ten  feet  long.     It 

is  a  straight  flat  stick,  with  a  projecting  point  or  a  socket 

at  one  end,  which  holds  the  lower  end  of  the  spear,  while 

the  other  end  of  the  stick  is  grasped  firmly  in  the  hand 

and  the  spear  held  parallel  to  it  between  the  finger  and 

thumb  of  the  same  hand.     A  greatly  increased  impetus 

is  thus  given  to  the  weapon,  which  can  be  thrown  with 

great  accuracy  for  a  distance  of  fifty  yarda.     Largerepears 

of  Tarious  kinds  are  used  in  war  and  for  hunting,  together 

with  others  having  double  points  or  movable  heads  for 

catching  fish.     Many  of  these  are  barbed,  but  the  common 

speais  used  for  punishment  are  smooth-pointed.     Clubs 

of  various  Mnda  are  formed  of  heavy  wood,  some  sharpened 

like  swords  or  with  pieces  of  sharp  flint  let  in  to  form  a 

cutting  edge.     Long  and  narrow  shields  are  made,  which 

are  veiy  skilfully  used  in  stopping  spears.     Owing  to  the 

natives  having  no  cutting  tools  but  flint  and  shells,  the 

labour  bestowed  on  some  of  these  weapons  is  enormous. 

Their  spears  and  boomerangs  are  repeatedly  heated  and 

straightened,  and   each   time  proved  till   the  owner   is 

satisfied.     The  clubs  and  shields  are  often  cut  out  of 

solid  blocks  of  wood.     Mr.  Oldfield  found  a  large  gum 

tree  with  an  enormous  excavation  in  it  about  ten  feet 

from  the  ground.     This  cavity  was  about  five  feet  long, 

three   broad,    and   the   same   in   depth,   cut   somewhat 

obliquely  so  as  to  follow  the  grain  of  the  wood,  and 

having  in  its  centre  a  mass  of  wood  in  the  form  of  a 

native  shield.     It  had  evidently  been  intended  to  detach 

this  completely  &om  the  tree,  but  either  some  defect  was 
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fonnd  in  it^  or  the  workman  was  prevented  from  finishing 
his  task.  The  excavation  had  been  made  deep  enough  to 
go  beyond  the  sap  wood,  and  it  was  calcnlated  that  about 
thirty  cubic  feet  of  timber  had  here  been  absolutely 
scra^  away,  the  only  tool  UBed  havii>g  beea  a  piece  of 
flint  fixed  in  a  handle. 

Among  the  various  tools  and  implements  used  by  the 
Australians  are  stone  hatchets  of  several  kinds,  digging 
sticks,  spades,  bone  awls  for  boring  skins,  netting  needles, 
nets  made  of  sinews,  fibres,  or  hair,  baskets  and  mats, 
water-skins  and  cloaks  of  opossum  or  kangaroo  skin.  The 
flint  tools  are  shaped  by  means  of  a  wooden  hammer,  and 
they  are  secured  in  their  handles  chiefly  by  means  of  a 
hard  and  tenacious  cement  made  from  the  gum  of  the 
grass-tree,  tempered  by  fire,  kneaded,  and  mixed  with 
powdered  charcoal  Canoes  are  formed  from  the  bark  of 
gum  trees,  about  fifteen  feet  long,  three  feet  wide,  and  eight 
inches  deep,  held  open  by  cross  sticks.  These  are  us^ 
on  the  Murray  and  in  many  parts  of  the  south  coast,  but 
iQ  the  west  canoes  seem  to  be  quite  unknown,  and  in  the 
north  and  north-east  they  are  dug  out  of  tree  trunks. 
Some  tribes  make  fish-hooks,  which  are  never  used  by 
others.  The  whole  household  goods  of  the  Australian 
savage  consist  of  a  dowak  and  spears  carried  by  himself, 
and  a  few  digging  sticks  with  a  small  net  bag  carried  by 
his  wife.  This  bag  usually  contains  a  few  packages  of 
pigments,  some  pieces  of  flint,  a  piece  of  the  Xanthorrhea 
gum,  some  sedge  and  kangaroo-taiL  sinews  for  sewing,  opos* 
simi  teeth  or  bone  needles,  and  scaUop  shells  for  drinking. 

As  the  tribes  of  various  parts  of  the  coimtry  continu- 
ally come  in  contact  with  each  other  during  their 
wanderings,  they  obtaiu  by  barter  products  which  their 
own  district  does  not  supply.  Thus  the  Watchandies  of 
West  Australia  buy  a  particular  kind  of  fishing-net,  shells 
for  drinking-vessels,  and  a  much-esteemed  kind  of  flint 
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firom  the  north ;  boomerangs,  shields,  and  led  ochre  from 
the  south ;  and  a  kind  of  pipeclay  used  as  a  mourning 
pigment  from  the  east.  In  return  they  supply  the 
northern  tribes  with  ty-a-lo — ^the  gum  from  the  Xanthor- 
rhea  or  grass-tree ;  to  the  southern  men  they  give  the 
beautiful  rose-coloured  crests  of  a  species  of  cockatoo ; 
and  to  the  eastern  men  flints.  Of  these  articles  the  flints 
and  red  ochre  are  the  most  valued,  owing  to  their  being 
found  in  few  localities,  while  they  are  both  necessaries  of 
savage  life.  The  native  Australian  can  never  have  too 
much  of  these,  as  they  can  always  be  exchanged  for  other 
articles,  and  thus  to  some  extent  supply  the  place  of 
money.  Fire  is  obtained  by  rubbing  together  two  pieces 
of  wood,  but  as  this  is  laborious  and  almost  impossible  in 
reiy  wet  weather,  they  take  great  care  to  prevent  their 
fires  from  becoming  totally  extinguished,  and  should  this 
occur,  will  prefer  to  go  to  a  neighbouring  encampment  to 
piocure  it.  It  is  even  stated  that  some  tribes  cannot 
procure  fire  for  themselves,  but  this  is  very  improbable. 

5.  Occupations  and  ATmisements. 

The  life  of  the  Australian  native  is  one  of  alternate 
abundance  aad  privation,  idleness  and  activity.  The 
chief  occupations  of  the  men  are  himting  and  war ;  of 
the  women  the  procuring  of  vegetable  food  and  cooking. 
In  hunting  and  fishing  great  ingenuity  is  shown  either 
alone  or  in  combination.  Kangaroos  are  either  speared, 
netted,  or  caught  in  pitfaUs.  Hunts  are  sometimes  ar- 
ranged by  large  parties,  in  which  the  game  is  skilfully 
driven  down  ravines  or  valleys,  along  which  hunters  are 
secreted  at  intervals  to  spear  the  animals  as  they  pass. 
Rude  fences  of  bushes  are  often  made  to  leeward  of 
thickets,  in  which  a  few  openings  are  left ;  and  on  the 
game  being  driven  by  a  party  to  windward,  it  makes  for 
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these  openings  and  is  there  speared  or  captured.  Trees 
are  climbed  to  get  opossums  out  of  their  holes ;  while 
wombats  and  other  burrowers  are  dug  out  of  the  ground. 
Birds  are  wounded  by  the  boomerang,  or  are  caught  in 
nets  or  snares.  Long  nets  are  often  suspended  between 
trees  over  water,  and  wild  ducks  driven  into  them,  the 
birds  being  made  to  fly  low  by  a  native  secreted  in  the 
tree  imitating  the  cry  of  a  hawk  as  they  approach.  Others 
are  snared  by  nooses  suspended  from  reeds.  Fish  are 
caught  with  nets  of  various  kinds,  or,  by  some  of  the 
tribes,  with  hooks  and  lines.  Weirs  too  are  constructed ; 
or  the  fish  are  speared  from  a  canoe  by  firelight  During 
the  sunmier  the  Australian  obtains  an  abundance  of  food, 
and  lives  luxuriously,  but  in  the  wet  season  it  is  much 
more  difficult  for  him  to  procure  either  game  or  v^etable 
food,  and  he  often  passes  months  in  a  state  of  semi- 
starvation.  The  making  of  weapons  and  tools,  digging 
for  water  and  building  houses  or  canoes,  complete  the 
usual  occupations  of  the  men;  while  the  women  aie 
laboriously  employed  in  digging  up  roots  or  tubers,  search- 
ing for  fruits  or  cresses,  collecting  shell-fish,  grubs,  ants, 
and  other  such  eatables,  procuring  firewood,  carrying 
water,  making  nets  and  bags,  preparing  skins  for  clothing, 
and  carrying  the  whole  household  wealth  whenever  the 
family  or  tribe  are  moving  about 

Their  amusements  consist  chiefly  of  spear-throwing» 
dancing,  story-telling,  string-pu2zles,  and  singing ;  and  in 
adorning  themselves  with  paint,  grease,  and  feathers, — an 
adornment  confined  wholly  to  the  men.  The  dances 
usually  take  place  on  moonlight  nights,  and  are  either 
warlike,  licentious,  or  in  imitation  of  the  motions,  habits, 
and  chase  of  animals.  Whole  tribes  often  meet  on  these 
occasions,  and  many  ceremonies  are  gone  through.  They 
get  greatly  excited  at  these  corobbories  as  they  are  called, 
and  will  sometimes  continue  the  amusement  through  the 
whole  night 
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6.  OovemTneTU  and  War. 

The  Australians  seem  to  be  absolutely  without  any 
foim  of  govemment  other  than  that  of  the  family.  The 
tribes  are  bound  together  by  identity  of  language  and 
customs,  and  are  to  some  extent  confined  to  certain  terri- 
torial limits,  but  they  have  no  recognised  chiefs.  Yet, 
strange  to  say,  they  strictly  follow  certain  rules  of  conduct 
sanctioned  by  public  opinion,  which  hardly  any  one  is 
bold  enough  to  infiinge.  The  piivate  property  of  indi- 
viduals is  rigidly  respected,  insomuch  that  every  robbery, 
whether  it  be  of  a  weapon  or  a  wife,  has  its  appoint^ 
punishment,  which  is  generally  the  having  a  spear  thrust 
through  some  part  of  the  body,  usually  the  arm  or  thigh. 
The  offender  generally  submits  to  this  punishment,  coolly 
standing  still  while  the  injured  party  speais  him  in  the 
proper  form.  In  some  tribes  of  Western  Australia  the 
punishment  for  taking  away  another  man's  wife,  is,  that 
the  offender  should  hold  out  his  leg  while  each  male  of  the 
tribe  sticls  his  spear  into  it.  This  he  endures  stoically, 
though  the  wounded  limb  becomes  a  shapeless  mass  of 
torn  flesh ;  but  so  hardy  are  these  savages  that  with  no 
remedy  but  a  little  fine  dust,  the  wounds,  however  severe, 
heal  quickly.  For  the  woman  there  is  no  fixed  punish- 
ment, as  she  is  absolutely  in  the  power  of  her  husband, 
who  can  beat^  maim,  or  kiU  her,  just  as  he  pleases.  There 
are  also  many  complex  rules  as  to  names  and  marriage ;  as 
to  not  naming  or  looking  at  certain  relations ;  as  to  reveng- 
ing death  caused  by  an  enemy ;  as  to  the  abstaining  from 
certain  foods  by  women  and  young  persons ;  and  many 
other  customs  whose  details  would  be  out  of  place  here. 

When  one  tribe  has  cause  of  war  with  another  at  a 
distance,  formal  notice  is  sent,  and  a  time  appointed,  so 
that  the  encounter  has  all  the  character  of  a  duel  accord- 
ing to  rule  and  custom.     On  such  occasions  there  is  much 
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spear-throwing;  but  both  parties  are  so  skilful  and  so 
cautious,  that  comparatively  little  mischief  is  done. 
Sudden  fights,  however,  sometimes  occur  during  the 
Mendly  meetings  of  tribes,  and  these  are  more  bloody ; 
while  worst  of  all  are  the  massacres  of  small  parties  sur- 
prised or  surrounded  by  hostile  tribes. 

7.  JReligion — Ceremonies  of  InUicUion,  Marriage, 

and  Bwrial. 

The  Australians  have  no  religion  except  the  dread  of 
ghosts  and  demons.  There  is  no  belief  in  a  supreme 
deity,  and  no  form  of  worship.  There  are  even  no  idols, 
and  no  forms  of  propitiation  to  the  spirits,  except  that 
the  sorcerers  profess  to  cure  diseases  which  demons  are 
supposed  to  have  produced ;  for,  according  to  the  belief 
of  the  Australians,  as  of  most  other  primitive  peoples,  all 
evils  and  misfortunes  are  occasioned  by  wicked  spirits  and 
magicians,  and  hence  can  be  removed  only  by  breaking 
or  counteracting  their  power.  Nevertheless  they  seem  to 
believe  in  a  future  existence  analogous  to  the  happy 
hunting-grounds  of  other  savages ;  but  success  in  reaching 
these  does  not  depend  on  any  kind  of  conduct,  but  on  the 
deceased  person  being  properly  buried.  Men  who  are 
slain  in  battle,  and  their  bodies  left  to  rot  or  be  devoured 
by  wild  dogs,  are  supposed  to  become  evil  and  wandering 
spirits.  A  great  number  of  caves,  thickets,  and  even 
pools  of  water,  are  believed  to  be  haunted  by  such  spirits, 
and  will  not  be  willingly  approached  by  natives.  Owing 
probably  to  the  superior  power  of  the  white  races,  and 
their  occupation  of  many  of  the  best  hunting-grounds,  it 
has  become  a  common  belief  that  white  men  are  really 
the  spirits  of  the  natives  come  to  life  again ;  and  that 
they  themselves  will,  after  death,  change  into  white  men, 
and  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  that  superior  race. 
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Notwithstanding  their  veiy  low  condition  as  regards 

religions  beliefs  or  practices,  the  Australians  make  use  of 

some  of  the  initiatory  ceremonies  usually  associated  with 

religion.     Circumcision  is  used  in  the  north  and  in  the 

south,  but  not  in  West  Australia  or  on  the  Murray  Siver. 

In  South  Australia  the  males  have  to  pass  through  three 

distinct  ceremonies  of  initiation.     At  about  ten  years  of 

age  the  boy  is  covered  with  blood  from  head  to  foot, 

several  men  bleeding  themselves  for  the  purpose.     This 

is  to  accustom  him  to  the  sight  of  blood.     At  about 

twelve  or  fourteen  circumcision  is  performed ;  and  when 

about  twenty  he  has  to  submit  to  a  process  of  tattooing 

or  scarring,  which  is  produced  by  cutting  gashes  in  the 

back,  shoulders,  arms,  and  chest,  so  as  to  leave  scars  or 

raised  cicatrices.     These  ybxy  for  the  different  tribes,  and 

the  scars  axe  sometimes  made  prominent  by  the  patient 

lying  down  with  the  fireshly  cut  wounds  close  to  a  hot 

fire.     On  the  east  coast  the  two  front  teeth  are  knocked 

out  instead  of  circumcision ;  and  the  septum  of  the  nose  is 

almost  universally  pierced,  and  a  long  bone  or  other 

substance  thrust  through  it.     In  some  parts,  as  on  the 

Murray  Kver,  girls  are  subjected  to  a  horrible  process  of 

scarring,  the  whole  back  being  cut  in  horizontal  bands  of 

gashes  made  with  sharp  flints ;  and  sometimes  the  beUy 

and  arms  are  treated  in  the  same  way.     The  torture  of 

this  operation  is  dreadful,  yet  the  screams  of  the  patient 

are  the  subject  of  merriment  to  aU  around.     In  most 

cases,  however,  the  girls  voluntarily  submit  to  it,  because 

the  scarred  back  resulting  from  the  process  is  greatly 

admired.    In  some  parts  of  the  country  both  males  and 

females  are  subjected  to  other  initiatory  rites  even  more 

horrible  and  disgusting. 

There  are  no  rites  of  marriage,  the  wife  being  obtained 
either  by  purchase  from  the  father  or  brother,  or  by  a 
forcible  abduction.     There  are,  however,  certain  rules  by 
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which  marriages  are  forbidden  between  parties  haying  the 
same  family  name,  while  in  other  cases  females  axe 
devoted  to  certain  men  from  birth  in  accordance  with 
rules  and  customs  not  jet  fully  understood.  If  these 
regulations  are  broken,  the  woman  is  killed  and  often 
eaten,  while  the  man  is  subject  to  a  severe  punishment  by 
spearing.  When  a  man  has  once  obtained  a  wife  in  a 
proper  manner,  he  is  her  absolute  master.  She  is  expected 
to  provide  him  with  an  ample  supply  of  roots  and  other 
kinds  of  vegetable  food,  and  to  be  in  every  way  his  willing 
slave.  From  him  she  receives  nothing  but  the  bones  and 
refuse  of  the  game,  and  is  liable  on  the  slightest  caprice 
to  be  cruelly  beaten  or  speared;  while,  when  ill  or 
seriously  injured,  she  is  left  to  die  without  the  slightest 
compunction.  Few  women  are  free  from  frightful  scars 
on  the  heail,  and  marks  of  spear  woimds  on  the  body, 
while  some  are  completely  covered  with  such  proofs  of 
the  ill-treatment  of  their  husbands.  A  good-looking  girl 
is  nevertheless  much  admired,  and  the  result  is  that  she  is 
frequently  abducted,  or  bought  and  sold ;  and  thus  the 
early  life  of  a  young  woman  at  all  celebrated  for  lier 
beauty  is  generally  one  continued  series  of  captivities  to 
different  masters,  of  ghastly  wounds,  of  wanderings  in 
strange  families,  of  rapid  flights,  of  bad  treatment  from 
other  females  amongst  whom  she  is  brought,  a  stranger,  by 
her  captor ;  and  rarely  does  a  girl  possess  unusual  grace 
and  elegance,  but  she  is  soon  marked  and  scarred  by  the 
furrows  of  repeated  wounds. 

Polygamy  is  practised  to  a  limited  extent,  some  old 
men  having  three  or  four  wives ;  but  owing  to  the  ill- 
treatment  of  women,  and  the  infanticide  of  female  children, 
there  is  always  a  surplus  of  men;  and  as  women  are 
slaves  who  not  only  add  much  to  the  comfort  of  their 
masters  as  providers  of  food  and  carriers  of  burdens,  but 
who  also  serve  as  objects  on  which  to  give  fi:ee  vent  to 
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their  bmtal  passions,  they  are  much  coveted.  Hence, 
women  are  constantly  stolen  from  other  tribes,  and  expedi- 
tions for  this  purpose  form  one  of  the  chief  occupations 
of  the  younger  natives. 

Illness  and  death,  especially  of  the  young  and  healthy, 
are  attributed  to  the  spells  of  enemies  and  sorcerers. 
Divination  is  made  by  examination  of  the  state  of  the  body 
internally,  and  if  the  culprit  is  named  by  the  sorcerer, 
he  at  once  submits  to  be  speared  in  the  arm  by  the 
nearest  relation  of  the  deceased.  The  mode  of  burial 
varies  much  in  different  parts  of  the  country.  Sometimes 
a  circular  grave  is  made,  four  or  five  feet  deep,  and  the  body 
placed  in  it  urith  its  face  towards  the  east ;  and  a  high 
mound  is  made  over  it,  often  covered  with  bark  or  thatch. 
In  "Sew  South  Wales  the  body  is  often  burned  on  a 
i^nlar  pile  of  wood,  and  the  ashes  buried.  On  the 
Lower  Murray  the  body  is  placed  on  a  high  raised  plat- 
form of  sticks,  covered  with  grass,  and  left  to  decay.  In 
the  north  it  is  placed  in  the  branches  of  a  tree  and 
covered  with  bark  and  mats.  Sometimes  rude  huts  of 
boughs  are  built  over  graves.  Young  children  are  not 
buried  for  months,  but  the  bodies  are  carried  about  con- 
stantly by  the  mother  till  they  become  dry  and  mummy- 
Uke.  Women  are  often  not  buried  at  all,  or,  if  they  are, 
it  is  without  any  ceremony,  and  merely  for  the  sake  of 
getting  rid  of  the  body.  In  some  tribes  women  are  killed 
and  eaten  as  soon  as  they  become  old.  At  burials  of  men 
the  women-relations  ciy  and  lament,  and  cut  themselves 
with  flints  and  shells ;  and  the  graves  are  often  visited  by 
the  women  for  months  afterwards,  when  they  always  renew 
the  weeping  and  laceration.  As  a  sign  of  mourning  they 
cat  or  bum  the  hair  off  and  whiten  themselves  with  pipe- 
day,  sometimes  plastering  their  foreheads  and  noses  with 
it,  or  forming  a  complete  plaster  cap  over  the  whole  head. 
For  females  no  such  mourning  ceremonies  are  permitted. 
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8.  LaTiguage, 

The  languages  of  the  native  Anstralians  are  very 
numerous,  which  is  readily  explained  by  the  existence  of 
so  many  isolated  tribes,  some  consisting  of  only  a  few 
families.  But  notwithstanding  their  great  yariety  all 
these  idioms  seem  to  be  fundamentally  connected.  But 
beyond  this  mutual  relationship  to  each  other  they  have 
no  clear  afSnity  with  any  other  linguistic  funilies  of  the 
Old  and  New  World,  occupying,  like  the  race  itself,  an 
absolutely  independent  position.  They  are  of  polysyllabic 
formation,  and  as  the  accent  generally  falls  on  the 
penultimate  they  are  by  no  means  inharmonious.  Besides 
this  happy  outward  feature  they  are  also  well  developed 
in  their  inner  structure,  and  are  especially  rich  in  expres- 
sions for  such  sensuous  phenomena  as  are  most  attractive 
to  the  savage.  On  the  other  hand,  they  are  incapable  of 
expressing  abstract  conceptions  of  any  sort  Yet  they 
are  fully  adequate  to  the  limited  intellectual  requirements 
of  the  native,  whose  world  of  thought  is  entirely  restricted 
to  the  material  wants  and  impulses  of  his  daily  existence. 
It  is  also  remarkable  that  the  Australian,  as  is  evident 
from  his  speech,  has  no  sense  of  number — ^that  is  of 
abstract  thought — ^most  of  the  tribes  being  able  to  count 
only  up  to  three,  and  some  few  to  five,  which  then 
becomes  an  indefinite  expression  of  multituda  As  might 
be  expected  from  their  low  mental  culture,  their  national 
poetry  is  of  a  very  humble  order,  their  songs  consisting 
of  short,  disconnected  snatches  of  thought,  without  any 
deeper  associations  than  such  as  are  prompted  by  moment- 
ary excitement.  There  are  but  scanty  traces  of  fables, 
legends,  and  epigrammatic  or  proverbial  poetry,  such  as  are 
found  in  abundance,  and  often  happily  expressed,  amongst 
the  Hottentots  and  many  other  African  races. 
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9.  Ftdbable  Origin  of  the  Australian  Aborigines. 

Their  physical  features  no  less  than  their  mental  con- 
dition forbid  US  to  associate  these  people  with  the  inhabit- 
ants of  any  of  the  suiiounding  countries.       They  aie 
entirely  separated  from  the  Papuans  of  Kew  Guinea  by 
the  silky  hair^  ample  beard,  and  contrasted  features,  no 
less  than  by  their  total  ignorance  of  the  bow-and-arrow, 
which  is  the  chief  weapon  of  most  Papuan  tribes.     Still 
farther  removed  are  they  from  the  Malays  and  the  Poly- 
nesians ;  so  that  we  are  driven  to  suppose  that  they  are, 
Hke  the  v^table  and  animal  productions  of  their  country, 
the  remnant  of  an  ancient  and  peculiar  raca     This  is 
Tendered  the  more  probable  by  the  suigular  number  of 
defects  in  their  rude  mode  of  life.     They  never  in  any 
situation  cultivate  the  soil  for  any  kind  of  food-crop. 
They  never  rear  any  domestic  animal  for  food  or  com- 
panionship, except  l^e  dog,  which  was  ahnost  certainly 
mtroduced   with   man.      They   never  build  permanent 
dwellings,  but  content  themselves  with  mere  hovels  for 
temporary  shelter.     They  are  totally  unacquainted  with 
pottery,  and  have  no  vessels  in  which  they  can  boil 
water.     They  neither  manufacture  nor  possess  any  house- 
hold goods,  beyond  such  small  articles  of  clothing,  orna- 
ments, utensils,  and  weapons,  as  they  can  carry  on  their 
peisons,  or  in  the  family  store-bag.     None  of  the  sur- 
lonnding  countries  exhibit  man  in  so  low  a  condition  as 
this,  and  we  must  therefore  believe  that  the  Australians 
represent  a  primitive  race,  which  has  been  superseded  in 
other  countries    by  somewhat  higher  tribes,  which   in 
successive   waves    have   spread  themselves   from   their 
original  centres.     It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  the 
only  other  people  with  whom  the  Australian  aborigines  can 
be  associated  are  some  of  the  hill-tribes  of  Central  India, 
with  whom  not  only  their  physical  features,  but  to  some 
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extent  their  languages,  correspond.  The  Papuans,  who 
are  a  decidedly  higher  race,  and  most  resemble  A&icans, 
may  have  formed  a  second  great  wave  of  immigration, 
spreading  perhaps  by  means  of  islands  now  sunk  beneath 
the  waters  of  the  Indian  Ocean*  They  in  their  turn 
have  been  displaced  by  the  Malays  in  a  large  part  of  the 
islands  between  Australia  and  India,  the  Papuans  only 
maintaining  themselyes  as  far  west  as  Timor  and  Flores. 

Some  authors  have  attempted  to  divide  the  Austra- 
lians into  two  races :  but  it  seems  more  consonant  with 
the  facts  to  consider  them  as  essentially  one,  though 
partial  immigrations  and  intermixtures,  both  of  Malays 
and  Papuans,  may  have  led  to  certain  families  or  tribes 
presenting  somewhat  exceptional  physical  peculiarities. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  when  Australia  was  first 
settled  by  Europeans  the  native  population  could  not 
much  have  exceeded  150,000.  They  have  since  greatly 
diminished,  owing  to  the  occupation  and  settlement  of 
the  more  fertile  parts  of  the  country,  as  well  as  from  the 
diseases  and  vices  introduced  among  them  by  the  convicts 
and  lower  class  of  settlers.  Notwithstanding  all  these 
causes  of  depopulation,  great  numbers  still  roam  over 
the  interior,  and  it  is  beUeved  that  they  amoxmt  to 
from  70,000  to  80,000  ;  and  as  so  much  of  the  country 
they  inhabit  is  not  of  a  nature  to  invite  occupation  by 
the  white  race,  it  seems  not  improbable  that  the  degraded 
Australians  may  continue  to  exist  long  after  the  much 
higher  New  Zealander  and  Tahitian  have  disappeared. 
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CHAPTEE  VL 

BRITISH  OOLONISATION  OF  AUSTRALIA  ;   THE  DISCOVERT, 
>LORATION,  AND  MATERIAL  PROGRESS  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

1.  OtsUine  of  Australian  Colonisation. 

HOUGH  first  visited  by  French  navigatois,  later  on  bj  the 

tch  and  Spaniards,  and  last  of  all  by  the  English,  this 

ion  alone  has  established  itself  in  Anstralia,  and  daiins 

disputed  possession  of  all  the  mainland.     The  physical 

t    of  the   land,  as   already   described,   sufficiently 

lains  the  fact  that  other  less  foreseeing  peoples  felt 

^tle  inclination  to  make   permanent  settlements  in  a 

^fyoantry  which  produced  neither  marketable  slaves,  nor 

lii^ices,  nor  apparently  any  of  the  predons  metals — nothing 

fact  but  rich  pasturages.     Hence,  when  gold  was  here 

«. actually  discovered  in  1851,  drawing  universal  attention 

to   this   r^on,  as   it  had   to  California  a  short  time 

previously,  other  nationalities  found  that  it  was  too  late 

to  form  independent  settlements  anywhere  on  this  con- 

'  tinent,  which  had  already  been  either  permanently  settled 

by  the  enterprising  Anglo-Saxon  race,  or  else  formally 

dedaied  to  be  attached  to  the  Crown  of  England.     Since 

that  event  the  progress  of  discovery  has  been  very  rapid, 

and  British  colonies  have  been  everywhere  established, 

some  of  which  have  already  risen  to  a  high  degree  of 

material    prosperity  under  the    fostering   influence    of 

enlightened  institutions  modelled  on  those  of  the  "  mother 

of  empires."     The  whole  of  the  maroland  is  now  par- 
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celled  out  into  five  such  colonies ;  more  or  less  extensiye 
tracts  on  the  seaboard  being  actually  inhabited,  while 
much  of  the  desert  interior  remains  desolate  and  unpeopled 
Each  of  these  colonies  possesses  a  separate  admiiiis- 
tration  under  a  special  governor  appointed  by  the  Crown, 
and  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  most  cases  freely  elected 
by  the  people.  So  practically  independent  and  yet  bo 
loyally  attached  to  the  mother  country,  are  these  colonies, 
that  for  some  years  past  the  regular  troops  have  been 
withdrawn,  their  immunity  &om  foreign  aggression  being 
secured  partly  by  bodies  of  local  volunteers,  but  perhaps 
still  more  by  the  silent  influence  of  the  tremendous 
power  symbolised  by  the  presence  of  the  British  flag. 
The  financial  condition  of  the  colonies  is  extremely  satis- 
factory, the  revenue  being  in  most  cases  considerably  in 
excess  of  the  expenditure.  Liberty  of  conscience  is 
everywhere  established  as  in  England,  and  as  in  that 
country  the  Protestants  are  in  a  large  majority.  But 
the  religious  sentiment  is  perhaps  less  active  than  either 
in  England  or  in  America.  Science  and  art,  as  might  be 
expected,  are  still  somewhat  backward,  nor  is  popular 
education  as  forward  as  it  might  be,  while  the  industries 
are  still  in  their  infancy ;  hence  many  of  the  wants  of  the 
colonists  are  still  supplied  from  the  mother  coimtiy. 

2.  Early  History,  Discovery,  and  Maritime  Mxploration 

of  Australia^, 

Under  the  name  of  Jave  la  Grand,  Australia  is  repre- 
sented on  French  maps  dating  as  early  as  1542  ;  and  a 
Provencal  pilot  named  Guillaume  le  Testu,  whose  name 
is  appended  to  a  map  dated  1555,  is  believed  to  have 
been  its  discoverer.  But  the  earliest  distinct  reference 
to  Australia  in  any  book  is  the  following  passage  from 
the  Descriptionis  PtolemaiccB  Av^gmentum,  by  Comeliu? 
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Wytfliet,  printed  at  Louvaiii  in  1598:  "The  Australis 
Terra  is  the  most  southern  of  all  lands,  and  is  separated 
from  New  Guinea  by  a  narrow  strait.  Its  shores  are 
hitherto  but  little  known,  since  after  one  voyage  and 
another  that  route  has  been  deserted,  and  seldom  is  the 
country  visited,  imless  when  saUors  are  driven  there  by 
storms.  The  Australis  Terra  begins  at  one  or  two  degrees 
from  the  equator,  and  is  ascertained  by  some  to  be  of  so 
great  an  extent,  that  if  it  were  thoroughly  explored  it 
would  be  regarded  as  a  fifth  part  of  the  world."  It  is 
evident,  therefore,  that  the  northern  part  of  the  country 
was  tolerably  weU  known  long  before  Torres,  in  1606, 
sailed  in  a  Spanish  ship  through  the  straits  which  have 
received  his  name,  or  Dirk  HartQg  in  1616  explored  the 
extreme  western  coast.  The  extent  of  the  coimtry  south- 
wards was  first  ascertained  in  1627,  when  the  Dutch 
ship  "  Gulden  Zeepard  "  sighted  much  of  the  south  coast 
from  Cape  Leeuwiu  eastward.  A  few  years  later,  in 
1642,  Tasman  discovered  the  country  which  he  named 
Van  Diemen's  Land,  and  which  he  believed  to  be  the 
southem  extremity  of  the  great  Terra  Australis — ^which 
it  really  is,  although  separated  from  it  by  an  arm  of  the 
sea 

Dampier  was  the  first  Englishman  who  visited 
Australia  (in  1688),  but  only  the  north-western  coast; 
and  it  was  not  till  nearly  a  century  later,  iu  1770,  that 
the  finest  portion  of  the  country,  the  east  coast,  was  dis- 
covered and  explored  by  Captain  Cook  during  his  first 
voyage  roimd  the  world.  He  came  upon  the  Austra- 
lian mainland  in  April  1770,  at  Gipps  Land  in  Victoria, 
and  from  this  point  skirted  the  entire  eastern  coast 
to  Cape  York,  and  thus  first  made  known  to  the  world 
the  extent  and  outline  of  the  Australian  contuient  The 
expedition  stayed  a  week  at  Botany  Bay,  and  the  natural- 
ists  who  accompanied  it — Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  Dr. 
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Solander — ^revelled  in  the  many  cuiioiis  and  entdielj  un- 
known forms  of  vegetable  and  animal  life  which  this 
locality  produced.  During  their  stay  here  and  at  several 
other  places  on  the  east  coast,  neaxly  a  thousand  species 
of  plants  were  collected,  disclosing  to  botanists  a  new 
world  of  strange  shrubs  and  beautiful  flowers. 

Twenty-seven  years  later  Mr.  Surgeon  Bass  explored 
the  straits  which  have  been  named  after  him,  and  subse- 
quently, accompanied  by  his  Mend  Lieutenant  Flinders, 
circumnavigated  the  islaud  of  Tasmania.  Two  years  after- 
wards Flinders  explored  Moreton  Bay  and  Hervey's  Bay, 
the  entrances  to  which  only  had  been  seen  by  Ck)ok,  and 
in  1801  he  was  sent  as  Captain  of  H.M.S.  ''  Investigator  " 
to  complete  the  survey  of  the  coasts  of  Terra  Australis. 
On  this  voyage  he  carefully  examined  the  south  and  east 
coasts  from  King  George's  Sound,  surveyed  Spencer's 
Gulf  and  Gulf  St.  Yincent,  as  well  as  much  of  the  coast 
farther  east  and  north.  The  shores  of  Victoria  were 
explored  in  1800  by  Captain  Grant,  and  in  1802  by 
Lieutenant  Murray,  who  discovered  the  spacious  land- 
locked bay  of  Port  Philip,  at  the  head  of  which  now 
stands  the  populous  city  of  Melbouma  Captain  P.  P. 
liing  surveyed  the  K-W.  coasts  in  1818-1822;  while 
fix)m  1837  to  1843  the  surveying-ship  "Beagle,"  under 
Captains  Wickham  and  Stokes,  completed  our  knowledge 
of  the  Australian  coasts,  all  the  more  frequented  parts  of 
which  are  now  accurately  laid  down  on  our  charts. 

3.  Inland  EayplorcUion  of  Australia. 

The  first  British  settlement  was  made  at  Port  Jackson 
in  1788,  and  for  twenty-five  years  inland  exploration  was 
limited  to  a  tract  of  some  fifty  miles  wide  between  the 
Blue  Mountains  and  the  sea.  Several  attempts  were 
made  to  pass  these  mountains,  but  without  success ;  till, 
in  1813:  when  a  summer  of  severe  drought  made  it  very 
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important  to  discover  new  pastures,  three  colonists — 
Messrs.  Wentworth  and  Blaxland,  and  Lieutenant  Lawson 
—  succeeded  in  passing  the  barrier,  and  reached  the 
valley  of  the  Fish  Biver  and  the  fertile  Bathurst  Plains. 
The  GoTeniment  surveyors  then  carried  on  the  work.  In 
1815  the  Lachlan  Siver  was  discovered,  and  being  traced 
in  a  south- westerly  direction  for  300  miles,  ended  in  a 
vast  extent  of  marsh,  and  was  thought  to  empty  itself 
into  a  great  inland  sea.  Soon  after  the  Macquarie  Biver, 
flowing  to  the  north-east,  also  led  its  explorers  to  a 
marshy  tract,  and  was  supposed  to  confirm  the  inland  sea 
theory.  The  exploration  was  continued  to  the  east  over 
the  Arbuthnot  Bange,  the  Liverpool  Plains,  and  the  Peel 
and  Hastings  Bivers,  reaching  the  sea  at  Port  Macquarrie, 
and  adding  much  to  the  knowledge  of  the  interior  of  the 
country.  The  same  surveyor,  Mr.  Oxley,  starting  in 
1823  from  the  Hastings  Biver  northward,  traversed  the 
elevated  district  of  New  England,  and  entered  what  is 
now  the  colony  of  Queensland,  discovering  the  Brisbane 
River  and  Moreton  Bay. 

4.  Early  Explorations  of  Hume,  Stu/rt,  and  Mitchell. 

In  1819  a  young  colonist,  Mr.  Hamilton  Hume,  com- 
menced his  career  as  an  explorer.  He  discovered  the 
Mnrrombidgee  Biver,  and  in  1824  the  Murray,  and  after 
tracing  them  a  long  way  marched  south,  rounding  the 
spurs  of  the  mountains  till  he  reached  Port  Phillip. 
Captain  Sturt  then  took  up  the  work,  with  Hume  for  his 
guide.  He  traced  the  Macquarie  Biver  downwards  to 
the  marshes,  and  then  pushing  on  discovered  the  Darling. 
In  a  second  expedition  in  1831,  he  traced  the  course  of 
the  Murrumbidgee  and  Lachlan  into  a  great  river — the 
Murray,  into  which  the  Darling  was  also  found  to  empty 
itself  about  a  hundred  miles  farther  down.     Still  floating 
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down  the  staream.  Captain  Sturt  at  length  reached  the 
Lake  Alexandrina,  a  deep  inlet  of  the  sea  fonning  the 
mouth  of  the  great  Australian  river.  This  grand  dis- 
covery solved  the  mystery  of  the  dndnage  of  the  whole 
interior  of  Kew  South  Wales,  and  opened  up  a  great  and 
fertile  countiy  for  colonisation. 

Major  Mitchell,  Surveyor-Greneral  of  New  South 
Wales,  carried  on  the  exploration  of  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Darling ;  and  it  was  while  accompanying  these  expedi- 
tions that  Mr.  Cunningham,  the  botanist,  was  murdered 
by  the  aborigines  on  the  Began  Biver,  the  first  of  the 
martyrs  to  Australian  inland  discovery.  Major  Mitchell 
afterwards  tracked  the  course  of  the  Lachlan  through  the 
marshes  which  had  stopped  previous  explorers,  and  dis- 
covered much  fertile  countiy  where  Mr.  Oxley  had  met 
with  nothing  but  arid  desert — one  of  the  early  indica- 
tions of  the  now  ascertained  uncertainty  of  Australian 
seasons.  In  1836  the  country  beyond  the  Murray  in 
Victoria  was  examined,  the  Loddon  and  Wimmera  Bivers 
discovered,  the  Grampians  crossed,  and  the  river  Glenelg 
traced  to  the  sea.  Betuming  over  the  Dividing  Bange, 
he  passed  through  what  are  now  the  gold-diggings,  and 
descended  the  Goulbum  Biver  to  the  Murray.  He  thus 
traversed  much  of  the  finest  part  of  Victoria,  and  was  so 
much  struck  with  its  fertile  soil  and  beautiful  scenery, 
that  he  named  the  district  *"  Australia  FeUx,"  dedaiing 
that  he  had  at  length  found  a  country  ready  for  the 
immediate  reception  of  civilised  man,  and  fit  to  become 
the  abode  of  one  of  the  great  nations  of  the  earth. 

5.  Journeys  of  Eyre  and  StvH  to  the  Desert  Interior, 

Soon  after  the  colony  of  South  Australia  was  founded 
in  1836,  and  its  capital  fixed  at  Adelaide,  exploration 
was  commenced  towards  the  unknown  interior.     In  1839 
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Mr.  Eyre  (since  so  well  known  as  Governor  of  New 
Zealand  and  of  Jamaica)  discovered  Lake  Torrens,  con- 
nected with  the  head  of  Spencer's  Gulf  hy  a  narrow 
channel  of  mnd  and  water;  and  in  1840  he  explored  a 
portion  of  its  eastern  shores  and  the  adjacent  Flinders 
Sange,  but  was  obliged  to  return  for  want  of  water.  He 
had  intended  to  cross  the  lake,  but  found  it  an  impassable 
swamp  of  salt  mud.  He  then  turned  westward  and  com- 
menced his  perilous  journey  along  the  shores  of  the  Great 
Australian  Bight,  and  after  great  danger  and  many  sad 
disasters,  he  reached  King  George's  Sound,  in  Western 
Australia  (a  distance  of  1209  miles),  with  a  single  native 
boy,  having  left  Adelaide  more  than  a  year  before.  This 
was  the  first  extensive  journey  across  the  waterless  deserts 
of  Australia,  and  well  exhibited  the  perils  of  such  an 
attempt^  which  in  this  case  owed  its  success  to  a  fortu- 
nate accident.  When  Mr.  Eyre  had  reached  250  miles 
from  his  starting-point  (the  head  of  Spencer  Gulf),  he  had 
already  lost  four  of  his  best  horses,  which  deprived  him 
of  the  means  of  carrying  provisions  for  his  whole  party. 
He  therefore  sent  back  his  companion  Mr.  Scott,  with 
three  others,  and  continued  the  journey  accompanied  only 
by  Baxter  his  overseer,  two  natives  who  had  started  with 
him,  and  a  native  servant  of  his  own,  named  Wylie.  He 
had  with  him  ten  horses,  six  sheep,  and  provisions  for 
nine  weeks.  Before  moving  the  animals  it  was  necessary 
to  secure  water  for  them,  and  Eyre  himself  explored  in 
advance,  sometimes  five  or  even  six  days  at  a  time,  without 
finding  a  drop.  They  were  reduced  to  collecting  dew 
with  a  sponge  and  rags,  and  most  of  the  horses  died  from 
fatigue  and  thirst.  When  still  650  miles  from  their 
destination  they  had  only  three  weeks'  provisions  left,  and 
Baxter  proposed  to  return,  but  "Eyre  was  resolute  to  go 
on.  The  two  natives  then  deserted,  but  after  a  few  days 
came  back  starving  and  penitent,  and  were  permitted 

I 
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again  to  join  the  party.  But  in  the  night  they  shot  the 
overseer  and  ran  away,  taking  with  them  the  two  most 
serviceahle  guns  and  almost  all  the  ammunition,  and  were 
never  more  heard  of.  Eyre  was  now  left  with  his  servant 
Wylie  and  two  horses,  with  a  very  small  store  of  pro- 
visions, and  more  than  600  miles  of  imknown  desert  to 
traverse.  Their  whole  stock  consisted  of  40  lbs.  of  flour, 
four  gallons  of  water,  and  part  of  a  dead  horse.  The  last 
water  had  been  left  three  days  before,  and  they  knew  not 
when  more  might  be  obtained.  It  was  150  miles  farther 
before  they  obtained  a  fresh  supply.  Thus  they  struggled 
on  for  a  month,  living  on  horse-flesh,  fish,  or  occasional 
game,  with  a  little  flour-paste  or  damper.  They  then 
fortunately  discovered  a  whaling-ship  near  the  shore,  and 
were  kindly  received  on  board  for  a  fortnight,  and  this 
almost  certainly  saved  their  lives.  Being  sufficiently 
recruited,  they  continued  the  journey,  and  after  under- 
going further  hardships  for  twenty-three  days,  succeeded 
in  reaching  King  George's  Sound. 

In  1844  and  1845  Captain  Sturt,  who  had  so  suc- 
cessfully explored  the  great  rivers  to  the  west  of  the 
coast-ranges,  made  the  first  real  attempt  to  penetrate  into 
the  very  centre  of  Australia.  Starting  from  a  bend  of 
the  Darling,  about  130  mUes  above  its  confluence  with 
the  Murray,  in  October  1844,  he  travelled  in  a  north- 
westerly direction  for  about  250  miles  till  he  reached  an 
easterly  extension  of  Lake  Torrens.  Betuming  some  dis- 
tance, he  struck  due  north  to  the  Grey  Eanges,  wheite  he 
established  a  depdt,  in  which  he  was  delayed  six  months 
waiting  for  rain  to  furnish  a  supply  of  water  in  advance. 
He  then  pushed  on  in  a  north-west  direction,  passing  over 
a  barren  country  and  endless  sand-ridges,  and  at  length 
over  a  plain  thickly  covered  with  fragments  of  quartz 
rock,  and  entirely  without  vegetation-  This  was  suc- 
ceeded by  an  equally  barren  mud  plain,  and  then  more 
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sand-ridges  stretchiBg  away  into  the  unknown  interior. 
A  remarkable  feature  of  the  sand-ridges  was  their  perfect 
straightness  and  parallelism,  while  on  both  sides  of  the 
low  desert  tract,  fifty  miles  wide,  they  lay  in  exactly  the 
same  direction.  Farther  on  he  was  again  stopped  by  an 
extensive  plain  covered  with  the  dreaded  spinifex  grass 
and  a  mesembryanthemtim ;  the  soil  being  salt,  and  of 
such  a  nature  that  rain  would  have  rendered  it  absolutely 
impassable.  He  then  came  to  a  creek  or  watercourse 
with  water  abundantly  at  intervals,  and  followed  it  for 
about  60  miles,  when  it  became  salt  and  then  terminated 
in  the  sandy  desert,  whose  parallel  ridges  with  spinifex 
and  mesembryanthemum  stretched  on  every  side.  Cross- 
ing this  for  34  miles  with  no  sign  of  grass  or  water, 
he  turned  back  fi*om  a  point  beyond  which  still  lies  the 
laigest  blank  on  the  central  portion  of  the  map  of  Australia. 
It  was  a  horrible  country,  which  Captain  Sturt  believed 
to  have  no  parallel  on  the  earth's  surfaca  The  spinifex 
grass  was  close  and  matted,  and  the  horses  were  obliged 
to  lift  their  feet  straight  up  to  avoid  its  sharp  points. 
Prom  the  summit  of  one  of  the  sandy  undulations  ridges 
were  seen  extending  northwards  in  parallel  lines  beyond 
the  range  of  vision,  and  appeared  as  if  interminable.  To 
the  eastward  and  westward  they  succeeded  each  other 
Uke  waves  of  the  sea.  The  sand  was  of  a  deep  red 
colour,  and  a  bright  narrow  line  of  it  marked  the  top  of 
each  ridge.  Not  a  blade  of  grass  was  visible,  and  the 
aspect  of  the  country  was  declared  even  by  these  expe- 
rienced explorers  to  be  "  terrible."  This  is  Sturt's  Desert, 
and  the  nature  of  the  country  is  such  that  it  must  be 
always  iminhabitable.  About  200  miles  to  the  west, 
however,  the  telegraph  line  passes  through  a  compai'a- 
tively  fertile  district 
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6.  Ldchha/rdt  arid  Kennedy  in  the  North-East, 

We  must  now  turn  awhile  to  the  north-eastern  portion 
of  the  country,  where  an  enthusiastic  German  naturalist, 
Dr.  Ludwig  Leichhardt,  assisted  by  the  liberality  of  personal 
friends  in  Sydney,  devoted  himself,  from  1843  to  1846, 
to  the  exploration  of  Eastern  Queensland,  from  its  south- 
ern border  to  the  Gulf  of  Cai-pentaria.  His  great  journey 
in  1844,  from  the  upper  branches  of  the  Fitzroy  Biver  to 
the  head  of  the  gulf,  and  thence  along  its  western  shores 
to  Port  Essington,  a  distance  of  3000  miles,  was  per- . 
formed  in  little  more  than  four  months,  and  places 
Leichhardt  in  the  first  rank  of  Australian  explorers. 
Eager  to  apply  the  experience  gained  during  this  expedi- 
tion, he  conceived  the  gigantic  project  of  traversing  the 
entire  continent  across  its  centre  from  east  to  west  Stall- 
ing with  two  years'  provisions,  and  taking  with  him  450 
sheep  and  goats,  40  bullocks,  and  28  horses,  he  persevered 
for  seven  months,  when,  having  lost  the  whole  of  the 
cattle  and  sheep,  he  was  obliged  to  return.  Not  dis- 
couraged, he  obtained  fresh  funds,  and  organised  another 
expedition,  but  comparatively  small  and  ill  provided.  He 
started,  however ;  and  a  letter  received  from  him  while  at 
the  Cogoon  Biver,  less  than  300  miles  from  Moreton  Bay, 
was  the  last  that  was  ever  heard  of  the  enthusiastic  ex- 
plorer, and  his  fate  remains  a  mystery  to  this  day.  Parties 
went  out  in  search  of  him,  and  trees  were  found  marked 
L,  which  were  supposed  to  show  his  track ;  but  this  has 
been  considered  unsatisfactory  evidence.  There  can  be 
little  doubt  that  he  was  murdered  by  the  natives,  but 
where  and  when  will  probably  never  be  known. 

About  the  same  time  Sir  Thomas  Mitchell  was  ex- 
ploring farther  to  the  west,  and  opened  a  great  deal  of 
fine  country  in  what  is  now  the  centre  of  the  colony  of 
Queensland.      He   here   discovered    a   large   river    (the 
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Barcoo),  which,  after  tracing  for  about  150  miles  towards 
the  centre  of  Australia,  he  hastily  concluded  was  the  same 
as  the  Victoria  of  the  north-west  coast  His  assistant 
Mr.  Kennedy,  however,  traced  it  to  the  south-west  and 
south,  tiU  it  was  swallowed  up  in  the  great  central  desert. 
In  the  following  year  Mr.  Kennedy  was  appointed  to 
explore  the  country  between  fiockingham  Bay  and  Cape 
York,  but  never  reached  his  destination.  He  was  exposed 
to  numerous  attacks  of  the  natives,  and  was  at  length 
killed  with  most  of  his  party,  only  one  native  servant 
reaching  Fort  Albany. 

7.  Gregory  in  the  North-  West. 

There  was  now  a  lull  in  actual  exploration  of  the 
interior  for  nearly  ten  years,  when  it  was  again  energeti- 
cally taken  up,  and  prosecuted  on  the  whole  with  won- 
derful success.  During  1855  and  1856  Mr.  A.  C. 
Gregory  was  engaged  in  exploring  the  Victoria  Eiver  of 
the  north-west  coast  He  traced  it  first  in  a  south-easterly 
and  then  in  a  southerly  direction  for  a  distance  of  300 
miles,  when  its  course  became  dry,  passing  through  a 
sterile  desert.  Crossing  a  dividing  ridge  of  hills,  a  series 
of  pools  and  dry  channels  was  found  named  Sturt's  Creek, 
and  this  was  traced  several  hundred  miles  to  a  point  in 
lat  20*"  30'  S.  and  long.  128°  W.,  where  it  terminated 
in  a  salt  lake  in  the  desert. 

8.  MDouaU  Stuart's  Journey  across  the  Continent. 

We  now  come  to  one  of  the  greatest  and  most  suc- 
cessful of  Australian  explorers,  John  M*Douall  Stuart,  who, 
in  1858  and  1859,  had  examined  the  whole  district  of 
Lakes  Eyre,  Gardner,  and  Torrens.  On  March  2,  1860, 
he  started  from  Adelaide  on  a  journey  across  the  whole 
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continent  to  the  north  coast.  Passing  to  the  west  of 
Lake  Eyre,  he  found  a  tolerably  fertile  country  till  he 
crossed  the  Macdonnell  Eanges  close  to  the  tropic  of 
Capricorn.  On  April  23d  he  reached  a  mountain  in  & 
lat  about  22^  and  K  long,  nearly  134^  which  is  said  to 
be  the  centre  of  the  Australian  continent,  and  has  been 
named  Central  Mount  Stuart.  It  is,  however,  very  far  to 
the  north-west  of  the  true  centre,  though  it  is  abnoet 
exactly  midway  between  the  head  of  the  Great  Australian 
Bight  and  the  extreme  north  coast  at  Port  Essington  on 
Melville  Bay.  Passing  beyond  this  point  about  300 
miles,  and  when  less  than  200  miles  from  the  Gulf  of 
Carpentaria,  he  was  forced  to  turn  back  by  the  hostility 
of  a  numerous  tribe  of  natives.  Nothing  daunted,  on 
New  Year's  Day  1861  Mr.  Stuart  again  left  Adelaide 
(aided  by  a  liberal  grant  from  the  Colonial  Government), 
and  succeeded  in  reaching,  about  100  miles  beyond  his 
former  position,  to  lat.  17^  long.  133*";  but  an  impene- 
trable scrub  here  barred  all  farther  progress.  He  made 
strenuous  and  prolonged  efforts  to  pass  the  obstacle,  his 
horses  being  on  one  occasion  one  hundred  and  six  hours 
without  water,  but  without  success,  and  was  reluctantly 
compelled  to  return  for  want  of  provisions.  Arriving  safely 
in  the  settled  districts  in  September,  he  again  started  in 
less  than  a  month  on  the  route  now  familiar  to  him ;  and 
this  time  well-deserved  success  rewarded  him.  Leaving 
the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  far  to  the  right,  he  found  a  pass- 
age through  the  scrub,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
shores  of  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the  west  side  of  Chambers 
Bay,  in  July  1862.  In  December  he  reached  Adelaide 
in  safety,  though  greatly  worn  out  with  exhaustion  and 
scurvy ;  but  neither  on  this  nor  on  any  of  his  previous 
journeys  did  Mr.  Stuart  lose  a  single  man  of  his  party. 

This  journey  is  perhaps  the  most  important  in  its 
results  of  any  of  those  which  have  been  made  in  the 
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interior  of  Australia.  It  has  marked  out  a  track  from 
the  settled  districts  of  South  Australia  to  the  extreme 
north,  along  which  it  has  been  found  possible  to  construct 
a  tel^raph  line,  with  fixed  stations;  and  it  has  also  led  to 
the  discovery  of  perhaps  the  most  fertile  district  of  tropical 
Australia,  watered  by  a  fine  navigable  river,  the  Adelaide, 
and  which,  from  its  position  in  regard  to  the  islands  of 
the  Malay  Archipelago,  is  best  fitted  to  become  a  flourish- 
ing and  populous  settlement.  Mr.  Stuarf  s  party  consisted 
of  only  three  persons  on  his  first  attempt,  and  ten  on  his 
second  and  third  (successful)  exploration. 

9.   TJie  Fatal  Expedition  of  Bwrke  and  Wills. 

About  the  time  that  M'Douall  Stuart  commenced  his 
attempt  to  cross  the  continent,  a  great  expedition  was  de- 
spatched fromMelboume,  chiefly  at  the  expense  of  the  Victo- 
rian Government.  It  consisted  of  eighteen  persons,  several 
waggons,  many  pack-horses,  and  twenty-seven  camels 
imported  from  India  for  this  special  service.  Mr.  O'Hara 
Burke  was  appointed  leader,  with  Mr.  W.  J.  Wills,  a 
young  and  promising  astronomer,  as  second  in  command. 
After  much  trouble,  owing  to  the  unwieldiness  of  the 
expedition  and  the  insubordination  of  some  of  its  mem- 
bers, an  advanced  party  reached  Coopef  s  Creek  (the 
lower  course  of  the  Barcoo  Siver),  where  they  formed  a 
depdt  and  left  a  detachment  in  charge  of  it,  while  Burke 
and  Wills,  with  two  men,  King  and  Gray,  pushed  on  with 
one  horse  and  six  camels  for  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria. 
The  person  left  in  charge  of  the  depot,  named  Brah^, 
received  instructions  to  await  their  return,  or  till  failure 
of  provisions  compelled  a  retreat.  This  small  party  with 
great  difiBiculty  passed  the  M'Kinlay  range  of  hills,  and 
succeeded  in  about  six  weeks  in  reaching  the  Gulf  of 
Carpentaria  near  the  mouth  of  the  Hinders  Biver,  being 
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thus  actually  the  first  to  cross  the  continent,  though  on  a 
somewhat  shorter  route  and  through  much  less  new 
country  than  Stuart  But  in  this  case  the  result  was  most 
disastrous.  The  homeward  journey  to  the  depdt  was  toil- 
some and  difficult.  The  camels  broke  down,  and  were 
most  of  them  left  behind.  The  horse  was  kiUed  for  food. 
One  of  the  party,  Gray,  died  on  the  march,  the  other  three 
being  so  weak  that  they  could  hardly  dig  a  grave  to  buiy 
him ;  but  four  days  afterwards,  with  two  camels,  diey 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  depdt  And  now  occurred  one 
of  the  most  melancholy  episodes  in  the  history  of  Austra- 
lian exploration.  The  depdt  was  reached  on  the  evening 
of  April  21,  1861 ;  while  on  that  very  morning  Brah^ 
had  started  homeward,  having  left  what  provisions  he 
could  spare  (but  no  clothing,  tea,  or  stimulants)  with  an 
indication  of  their  position.  Burke  and  Wills  were  far 
too  weak  and  exhausted  to  follow  on  his  track  with  any 
chance  of  success  till  recruited  by  rest  and  food,  and  the 
two  camels  were  too  ill  to  travel  more  than  a  very  few 
miles  a  day.  After  a  few  days'  rest  they  endeavoured  to 
make  their  way  down  Cooper's  Creek  to  Mount  Hopeless, 
where,  at  a  distance  of  only  150  miles,  there  was  a  sheep 
station;  but  want  of  water  drove  them  back,  and  the 
camels  both  broke  down  and  had  to  be  shot  They  found 
friendly  natives  who  supplied  them  with  food,  and  they 
discovered  the  "  nardoo  '*  plant,  the  seeds  of  which  pounded 
form  a  kind  of  native  bread.  The  explorers  found  it 
agreeable,  but  while  it  satisfied  hunger  it  did  not  nourish, 
and  they  got  weaker  and  weaker.  About  six  weeks  after 
their  return  to  the  depdt  Burke  and  Wills  both  died  within 
a  few  days  of  each  other,  and  King  joined  a  party  of 
natives  who  treated  him  kindly,  and  with  whom  he  was 
found  about  three  months  later  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Howitt,  and 
brought  safely  home  to  Melbourne. 

After  Bishi  left  the  depdt  to  return,  he  fell  in  with 
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Wright,  who  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  remainder  of 
the  party.  Wright's  instructions  were  to  follow  on  to 
the  depot  at  Cooper's  Creek,  and  he  appears  to  have 
been  amply  supplied  with  provisions  and  stores ;  yet  on 
meeting  Brah^  the  whole  party  turned  back  to  the 
Darling,  which  they  reached  on  June  18th.  Brah^ 
was  thence  despatched  to  Melbourne,  where  he  arrived 
on  June  30  th,  and  reported  the  state  of  affairs  to  the 
committee. 

No  sooner  was  it  known  that  the  depot  had  been 
deserted  and  the  explorers  left  to  their  fate,  than  four 
distinct  expeditions  were  organised  for  the  relief  of  the 
missing  travellers,  or  the  discovery  of  their  remains.  Mr. 
Hewitt  was  sent  along  their  outwcuxi  track,  and,  as  already 
stated,  rescued  the  sole  survivor.  The  South  Australian 
Government  sent  out  Mr.  J.  M'Kinlay  from  Adelaide,  who, 
after  visiting  Cooper's  Creek,  traversed  the  whole  continent 
to  the  Albert  Biver  at  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria, 
and  thence  turning  east  reached  the  Burdekin  Biver  and 
Fort  Denison  in  Queensland.  The  Victorian  Government 
also  sent  an  expedition  to  the  north  coast,  in  case  the 
Burke  expedition  should  have  been  imable  to  get  away 
from  that  district  Mr.  Landsborough  was  taken  by  sea 
to  the  Albert  Biver,  whence  he  explored  about  200  miles 
to  the  south-west,  and  then  in  a  general  south-south-east 
direction  till  he  reached  the  Warregoo  Biver,  a  tributary 
of  the  Darling,  about  450  miles  west  of  Brisbane.  The 
Queensland  Government  sent  Mr.  Walker  with  a  party  of 
native  police,  from  the  Nogoa  Biver,  200  miles  south-west 
of  Bockhampton,  who  thence  explored  in  a  general  north- 
west direction  to  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria.  All  these 
expeditions  were  brought  to  a  successful  termination ;  and 
they  have  given  us  a  sufficient  general  knowledge  of  the 
interior  of  the  entire  eastern  half  of  Australia,  the  most 
important  gap  being  the  desert  region  east  of  Central 
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Mount  Stuart,  and  between  Sturt's  farthest  north  and 
Landsborough's  farthest  south  points. 

Two  other  explorations  of  less  extent  belong  to  this 
period.  The  first  is  that  of  Mr.  F.  T.  Gregory  in  North- 
West  Australia,  in  1861,  when  he  explored  about  800 
miles  of  country  at  an  average  distance  of  200  miles 
from  the  coast,  about  the  upper  courses  of  the  De  Grey, 
Ashburton,  Fortescue,  and  Oakover  Bivers.  The  other 
is  that  of  Messrs.  Jardine,  who,  in  1864,  explored  a  new 
route  along  the  western  side  of  the  great  northern  penin- 
sula from  Port  Denison  to  Cape  York. 

10.  JEstailishment  of  tlie  Telegraph  Liru  to  Uu  North  Coast. 

There  was  again  a  luU  of  several  years,  during  which 
time  the  electric  telegraph  was  successfully  carried  by  the 
South  Australian  Government,  along  the  track  discovered 
by  Stuart  from  Adelaide  to  Port  Darwin.  The  establish- 
ment of  numerous  stations  along  this  line,  where  perma- 
nent water  and  food  supplies  could  be  obtained,  offered 
a  tempting  base  of  operations  for  new  explorers ;  and  the 
desire  of  the  colonies  of  South  and  West  Australia  to 
communicate  by  an  overland  route,  led  to  the  concentra- 
tion of  their  efforts  in  this  direction.  Previous  to  1872 
the  entire  region  between  the  telegraph  line  and  the  settled 
districts  of  West  Australia  was  a  vast  blank  covering 
fully  one-third  the  area  of  the  Australian  continent ;  and 
wherever  it  had  been  touched  on  or  pierced,  it  had  been 
found  to  be  a  waterless  waste,  though  often  covered  with 
dense  scrub.  Eyre  had  traversed  its  southern  border; 
Gregory  had  penetrated  from  the  north  to  a  little  beyond 
lat  20'';  Stuart  had  explored  its  south-eastern  comers; 
and  Forrest,  in  1869,  had  entered  it  from  the  west  for  a 
distance  of  nearly  300  miles;  but  all  alike  had  been  driven 
back  by  want  of  water. 
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IL  JTie  Western  Deserts,  traversed  hy  Oiles,  JFarburtcm, 

and  Forrest. 

In  the  exploration  of  this  vast  unpromising  area,  the 
first  place  is  due  to  Mr.  Ernest  Giles,  who,  in  1872,  at 
his  own  expense,  but  at  the  suggestion  of  Baron  Yon 
Mueller,  who  aided  him  with  pecuniary  assistance,  started 
from  Chamber's  Pillar,  near  the  Charlotte  Waters  tele- 
graph station,  with  the  intention,  if  i)ossible,  of  crossing 
in  a  westward  direction  to  the  sources  of  the  Murchison 
Siver.  In  this  he  was  not  successful ;  but  he  discovered 
the  extensive  salt  lake  Amadeus,  and  explored  for  about 
a  hundred  miles  north  of  it,  the  whole  coimtry  being 
arid,  with  sandstone  ridges  and  spinifex  or  mallee  scrub. 
The  mountains  diminished  in  height  as  he  proceeded 
westward.  The  following  year  he  started  again,  aided  by 
the  South  Australian  Government,  and  travelling  about 
200  miles  south  of  his  former  course,  reached  a  point 
nearly  midway  between  the  telegraph  and  the  known 
part  of  West  Australia.  Here  the  country  consisted  of 
open  sandhills  or  gravel,  covered  with  spinifex,  and 
absolutely  without  water.  Turning  back,  he  struck  due 
north  about  a  hundred  miles,  finding  only  one  small 
water-hole  on  the  way,  and  then  came  upon  some  fine 
hiUy  country,  with  rocky  gorges,  nmning  streams,  a  beau- 
tiful waterfall,  and  abimdant  pasture.  Exquisite  flowers 
decked  the  ground,  and  the  place  was  an  oasis  of  beauty 
in  the  midst  of  a  huge  wilderness.  But  it  did  not  last 
long.  The  streams  ran  dry  as  soon  as  they  left  the  shade 
of  die  hills,  and  both  north  and  south  there  was  nothing 
bat  parched  desert.  Packing  out  water  in  kegs,  he  pushed 
due  west,  with  one  companion,  for  120  miles  over  an 
arid  coimtry,  when  one  of  the  horses  breaking  down,  he 
was  obliged  to  return.  Giving  the  horse  that  remained 
to  Gibson,  he  instructed  him  to  go  back  to  the  kegs,  30 
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miles  off,  give  the  horse  a  good  dxink,  and  then  posh  on 
for  the  camp,  and  bring  back  water,  adding, "  I  depend  on 
you  to  bring  me  relief."  Gibson  lost  his  way,  and  was 
never  seen  again.  Mr.  Giles  walked  on  the  whole  way 
to  the  k^  without  water.  Then,  carrying  the  keg  and 
his  other  baggage,  a  load  of  50  lbs.,  he  started,  and  was 
seven  days  reaching  his  depot,  having  been  without  food 
for  five  days,  and  being  able  to  walk  only  about  five  or 
six  miles  a  day.  On  his  return  track  he  passed  a  range 
of  hills  to  the  south  of  Lake  Amadeus,  which  lake  is  pro- 
bably more  than  200  miles  long. 

While  Mr.  Giles  was  thus  engaged,  several  other  ex- 
peditions had  been  sent  out  by  the  South  Australian  and 
West  Australian  Governments.  Mr.  Grosse,  with  camels, 
horses,  and  a  dray,  started  in  1873,  nearly  in  the  same 
direction  as  Mr.  Giles,  but  did  not  succeed  in  reaching  so 
far  west  He  discovered  the  remarkable  Ayer's  rock,  a 
pillar  or  pyramid  of  granite  about  1000  feet  high,  and 
not  far  from  it  Mount  Olga,  a  precipitous  mass  of  rock 
two  miles  long,  one  mile  wide,  and  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  high. 

In  April  1873  Colonel  Egerton  Warburton  started 
from  Alice  Spiings  (just  north  of  the  tropic)  with  seven- 
teen camels,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  the  Oakover 
River,  in  Western  Australia,  in  December,  after  extreme 
hardships,  with  only  three  of  the  camels  alive.  The  line 
of  this  exploration  was  about  on  latitude  21**  and  22^ 
passing  a  little  south  of  Gregory's  farthest  point  The 
country,  for  the  greater  part  of  the  distance,  was  a  fearful 
desert,  with  not  a  drop  of  surface-water  for  hundreds  of 
miles  at  a  stretch,  and  in  every  way  inferior  to  that 
traversed  by  Giles.  Colonel  Warburton  was  nearly  starved 
on  this  journey,  and  part  of  the  time  had  to  travel,  strapped 
at  full  length,  on  his  camel ;  but  he  was  the  first  to  tra- 
verse the  great  Australian  desert  from  east  to  west 
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In  the  following  year  (1874)  a  still  greater  feat  was 
accomplished  by  Mr.  Forrest,  who,  with  horses  only, 
crossed  through  a  longer  extent  of  uninhabited  country, 
firom  the  Murohison  Biver  to  the  telegraph  line  a  Uttle 
north  of  Peake  station.  His  route  passed  close  to  the 
point  whence  Giles  and  Gosse  were  turned  back  in  1873, 
and  he  was  delayed  seventeen  days  at  his  last  station 
before  reaching  it,  in  endeavouring  to  find  water  sufficient 
to  enable  him  to  go  on.  For  two-thirds  of  the  distance  across, 
the  country  is  without  permanent  water,  and  thoroughly 
iminhabitable,  though  often  covered  with  a  scrubby  vegeta- 
tion. Towards  the  telegraph  line,  however,  it  becomes  moro 
hiUy,  and  with  more  frequent  streams  and  water-holes ; 
and  there  are  hero  and  thero  patches  of  fertile  country. 

In  1875  the  veteran  explorer  Giles  was  furnished 
with  camels  and  assisted  by  the  South  Australian  Govern- 
ment, and  succeeded  in  crossing  from  Port  Augusta,  at 
the  head  of  St.  Vincent's  Gulf,  to  Perth  by  an  entirely 
aew  route  (see  Map).  From  the  Youldeh  Depot  to  the 
first  settlements  in  West  Australia  was  traversed  in  about 
four  months.  After  leaving  a  small  native  dammed-up 
pond,  in  longitude  128°  40',  no  water  was  found  for  a  dis- 
tance of  325  miles,  when  a  fine  spring  was  accidentally 
hit  upon  among  barren  sandhills.  This  probably  saved  the 
party  from  destruction,  as  for  150  miles  beyond  this  no 
more  water  was  found.  Southward  towards  the  coast 
the  country  was  open  and  grassy;  northward,  mostly 
covered  with  scrub  and  spinifex,  but  all  equally  waterless. 
In  this  expedition  Mr.  Giles  travelled  2500  miles,  and 
found  no  country  available  for  settlement. 

The  most  important  expedition  since  the  date  of  our 
first  edition  is  that  of  Mr.  A.  Forrest,  in  1879,  in  K-W. 
Australia,  when  much  fine  land  was  discovered  in  the 
valley  of  the  Fitzroy  Eiver,  and  between  it  and  the 
Victoria  River, 


126    COMPENDIUM  OF  GEOGRAPHY  AND  TRAVEL. 

12.  General  Resvlt  of  these  Explorations, 

The  western  half  of  Australia  has  thus  been  traversed 
in  three  nearly  parallel  lines  about  300  miles  apart; 
whUe  various  shorter  explorations  have  made  known  large 
portions  of  the  intermediate  country.  The  southern  and 
northern  coasts  are  also  fairly  known ;  and  we  are  forced 
to  conclude  that  nearly  half  of  the  entire  continent  of 
Australia  is  uninhabitable  by  Europeans.  Nowhere  else 
perhaps  on  the  globe  do  we  meet  with  the  strange  ph^io- 
menon  of  a  dense  vegetation  combined  with  an  aridity 
equal  to  that  of  the  Sahara.  For  the  traveller  the  country 
is  worse  even  than  the  Sahara.  For  hundreds  of  miles  at 
a  stretch  the  sandy  undulations  are  covered  with  the 
dreaded  spinifex,  or  porcupine  grass,  which  renders  it  im- 
possible to  walk  without  painful  precaution.  Again,  for 
hundreds  of  miles  is  found  the  dense  scrub  of  dwarf 
eucalyptus,  covering  the  ground  like  the  rods  of  an  osi^ 
bed,  ten  or  twelve  feet  high,  hindering  all  view  of  the 
country,  and  rendering  it  necessary  literally  to  bore  one's 
way,  like  a  mole,  underground.  Then  come  acacia  scrubs, 
which  add  the  annoyance  of  sharp  prickles  to  those  of 
the  other  kinds.  Mr.  Giles  tells  us  that  horses  dread  the 
Triodia,  or  spinifex,  like  a  pestilence.  The  constant  prick- 
ing of  this  grass  causes  raw  and  bleeding  swellings  round 
their  feet ;  and  to  escape  from  it  they  will  prefer  to  force 
their  way  through  the  densest  scrubs,  where  the  ground  is 
soft  and  the  spinifex  does  not  grow.  Here  they  rush 
along,  tearing  the  coverings  off  their  loads,  and  frequently 
forcing  sticks  between  their  backs  and  their  saddles ;  then 
comes  a  frantic  crashing  through  the  scrub,  loads  are 
forced  off,  and  horses  are  lost  sight  of,  and  it  may  take 
hours  or  days  to  recover  them.  Nor  do  the  travellers 
escape ;  for  their  clothes  get  torn  and  ripped  to  pieces, 
and  their  bodies  scratched  and  often  seriously  wounded 
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Sometimes  stinging  ants  abound  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  wearied  explorer  can  get  no  rest.  However  hot  and 
tired  he  may  be,  he  dare  not  lie  down  in  the  shade,  but 
must  remain  exposed  to  the  sun  or  lie  on  the  heated  soil, 
in  order  to  escape  this  torment.  In  other  parts  the  whole 
country  is  a  mass  of  angular  stones,  over  which  the 
traveller  has  to  pass  for  days  together,  without  finding  a 
spot  of  easier  groimd ;  while  in  some  districts  loose  sand 
is  heaped  up  in  ridges,  like  the  long  swell  of  the  ocean, 
and  appearing  almost  as  interminable.  Often,  after  pass- 
ing days  without  water,  when  at  length  it  is  discovered, 
it  turns  out  to  be  imdrinkable  brine,  or  it  exists  in  such 
small  quantity  as  to  be  insufficient  to  supply  the  wants 
of  both  men  and  horses  for  a  single  day.  Again,  the 
extreme  uncertainty  of  the  climate  and  rainfall  renders  it 
impossible  to  depend  on  the  accounts  of  previous  explorers 
in  the  same  district.  Where  water  is  at  one  time  abundant 
and  herbage  luxuriant,  there  may  be  found  a  year  or  two 
later  a  bumt-up  desert.  The  lake  described  by  one  traveller 
may  be  found  an  expanse  of  baked  mud  by  his  successor ; 
while  where  one  marched  over  grassy  plains,  another  may 
be  stopped  by  inundations  which  cover  the  whole  country. 
Exploration,  for  mere  discovery's  sake,  has  now  done 
its  work  in  Australia,  and  the  rest  may  be  left  to  the 
mudded  expansion  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  So 
many  outlying  stations  are  already  occupied,  and  the 
overland  telegraph  aSbrds  so  admirable  a  base  of  opera- 
tions, that  every  spot  available  for  settlement  will  be 
found  and  occupied  quite  as  quickly  as  desirable.  The 
work  that  has  been  already  done  in  so  inhospitable  a 
country  and  so  trying  a  climate  is  little  less  than  marvel- 
lous; and  the  story  of  Australian  exploration,  with  its 
episodes  of  heroism  and  martyrdom,  affords  a  convincing 
proof  of  the  undiminished  energies  of  our  countrymen  in 
their  southern  home. 
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Hatebial  Progeess  or  the  ArsrRALUir  Cowsaa. 
13.  Groutk  of  the  PopulatioR. 

Wlule  tbb  ezplorataoo  of  Anetralia  b&s  thus  mpidlT 
gone  OD,  every  available  part  of  the  coantry  has  been  c(ai- 
verted  to  the  uses  of  civilised  man,  at  a  rate  vtiich  has 
sometimes  rivalled  that  <^  the  Weatem  United  States. 
The  pn^reas  at  first  was  comparatively  alow.  In  1788 
the  first  settlement,  at  Botany  Bay,  consisted  of  about 
1000  individnals,  and  in  1835  the  entire  European  popn- 
lation  of  Australia,  vith  Tasmania,  was  about  80,000.  By 
1851  it  had  increased  to  350,000  ;  when  the  discovery 
of  gold-fields  gave  an  enonnons  impetns  to  emigration, 
and  subsequently  to  agricaltore  and  commerce.  The 
population  thence  increased  with  marvellous  speed,  and 
at  the  present  time  Australia  jaobably  contains  over 
2,250,000  inhabitants,  more  than  one-third  of  which 
(858,000)  are  congregated  in  one  of  the  smallest  of  the 
colonies,  Victoria;  while  one-fifth  of  the  whole  (501,000) 
are  to  be  found  in  the  two  great  cities,  Melbourne  and 
Sidney  and  their  suburbs  within  the  10  miles  radius. 


14.  Agriculture. 
An  enormous  extent  of  the  whole  continent  is,  as  has 
been  shown,  absolutely  uninhabitable,  yet  seventy-five  mil- 
lion acres  of  Crown  lands  have  been  sold,  equalling  about 
one-thirtieth  of  the  entire  area  of  the  country.     Of  this 
amount  more  than  six  million  acres  are  actually  under  cul- 
tivation, the  rest  being  devoted  to  graziiig  purposes.     The 
great    ^ricultural   specialty   of    Australia    is   its   wool. 
It  66  millions  of  sheep.     In  1878  the 
)ol  was  290  million  pounds;  and  its 
mt  it  realises  the  highest  prices  in  the 
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English  market,  and  reaches  an  annual  value  of  eighteen 
millions  sterling. 

Besides  sheep,  there  are  more  than  eight  millions  of 
cattle,  nearly  one  and  a  quarter  million  of  horses,  and  a 
million  of  pigs,  in  Australia ;  and  from  these  there  is  a 
great  export  of  hides,  tallow,  and  preserved  meats. 

The  chief  agricultural  products  are  also  extensively 
grown.  In  1879  the  wheat  crop  amounted  to  about  28 
million  bushels;  maize  to  6  million  bushels;  potatoes 
to  304,000  tons;  hay  to  852,000  tons;  while  the  vine- 
yards produced  1,871,000  gallons  of  wine.  Tobacco  and 
sugar-cane  are  alao  extensively  grown  in  suitable  parte  of 
the  country.  The  average  yield  of  the  various  crops  per 
acre  was  as  follows : — Wheat,  13*25  bushels;  oats,  31*44 
bushels;  barley,  25*51  bushels;  maize,  34*08  bushels; 
potatoes,  4*07  tons;  hay,  1*34  tons.  These  averages 
most,  however,  be  somewhat  reduced,  as  they  include 
Taamania  and  New  Zealand,  where,  owing  to  the  more 
&vourable  cUmate,  the  crops,  especially  cereals  and  roots, 
are  considerably  finer  than  in  Australia  itsel£ 

16.  Mineral  Wealth. 

Mining  forms  one  of  the  most  remunerative  branches 
of  industry.  South  Australia  contains  productive  copper 
mines.  New  South  Wales  extensive  coal  measures,  and 
especially  gold.  The  richest  gold-fields,  however,  are 
those  of  Victoria,  where  there  are  seven  mining  districts  : 
Ballarat,  Beechworth,  Sandhurst,  Maryborough,  Castle- 
maine  or  Bendigo,  Ararat,  and  Gipps  Land.  Of  these  the 
most  productive  are  Ballarat,  Sandhurst,  and  Maryborough. 
Gold  has  also  been  discovered  in  Queensland,  which  clakos 
to  be  as  rich  in  this  metal  as  the  sister  colonies.  Here 
the  principal  auriferous  region  lies  iu  the  Peak  Downs, 
though  in  1876  rich  finds  were  also  made  in  the  neigh- 

K 
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bouihood  of  Cooktowu.  This  discovery  was  followed  by 
a  sudden  "  Tush,"  from  which  the  sanitary  state  of  the 
place  suffered  very  materially.  Many  Chinese  aie  also  at 
work  on  the  Australian  gold-fields,  the  productiveness  of 
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which,  however,  dimiuishes  from  year  to  year,  though 
many  fresh  mines  have  heen  discovered  in  Queensland. 

Some  nine  or  ten  years  ago  the  "  diamond  fever " 
began  to  rage,  consetjuent  upon  the  discovery  of  a  con- 
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siderable  ntiinber  of  diamonds  and  other  precions  stones 
at  Mudgee,  in  New  South  Wales,  and  these  valuable  gems 
have  since  been  found  in  Victoria  and  Queensland. 

Tin  occuis  abundantly  in  Queensland,  and  less  plenti* 
Mlj  in  New  South  Wales,  Victoria^  and  Tasmania.  Iron 
is  often  plentifcQ,  and  there  are  also  mines  of  antimony, 
bismuth,  cobalt,  zinc,  and  manganese,  as  well  as  sulphur 
and  bitumen.  Coal  is  extensively  worked  in  New  South 
Wales,  and  it  is  also  abundant  in  Queensland. 

The  value  of  the  gold  obtained  at  the  various  Austra- 
lian gold-fields,  from  1851  to  the  end  of  1879,  reached 
the  enormous  amount  of  £277,000,000.  The  extent  of 
the  workings  in  other  metalliferous  ores  may  be  judged 
by  the  fact  that  the  produce  of  copper  for  the  year  1876 
was  valued  at  nearly  £450,000  ;  and  that  of  tin  at  nearly 
£600,000 ;  while  the  annual  produce  of  the  coal-fields 
of  New  South  Wales  is  over  one  and  a  quarter  millions  of 
tons. 

16.  Commercial  Activity. 

The  trade  of  the  colonies  is  already  in  a  veiy  flourish- 
ing state,  and  continually  on  the  increase,  so  that  in 
this  respect  Australia  takes  a  foremost  position  among 
civilised  nations.  In  1880  the  imports  amounted  to 
£38,898,665,  and  the  exports  to  £42,513,476.  If  we 
compare  Australia  with  the  Gcmadian  Dominion,  as  the 
most  extensive  of  the  British  colonies,  we  find  that,  with 
a  much  greater  population,  the  exports  of  the  latter 
country  are  considerably  lower ;  so  that  while  Australia 
exports  nearly  £20  per  head,  Canada  exports  only  £4 :  78. 
per  head.  It  is  true  that  Australia  has  gold ;  but  it  is 
equally  true  that  the  labour,  skill,  and  energy,  represented 
by  each  pound's  worth  of  gold  obtained  from  the  mines, 
is  nearly  equal  to  that  required  for  the  production  of  any 
other  article  of  commerce.  The  shipping  belonging  to  the 
Australian  colonies  consists  of  about  1600  vessels,  reach- 
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ing  an  aggregate  of  220,000  tons ;  while  the  inward  and 
outward  entries  of  vessels  for  the  colony  of  New  South 
Wales  amounted,  in  1879,  to  a  tonnage  of  oonsiderahly 
over  a  million  and  a  quarter  tons  each  way.  The  gross 
revenue  of  the  Australian  colonies  for  the  year  1880 
amounted  to  over  thirteen  millions  and  three  quartets 
sterling. 

17.  BaUways  arid  Telegraphs. 

Up  to  the  epoch  of  the  gold  discovery  little  had  been 
done  towards  faciUtating  internal  communication  within 
the  several  colonies,  or  between  one  colony  and  another,  and 
much  loss  and  suffering  resulted  from  the  absence  of  roads 
from  the  great  seaports  to  the  interior.  Excellent  roads 
now  traverse  most  of  the  colonies,  connecting  all  the  chief 
towns  with  their  respective  capitals ;  the  navigable  rivers 
are  covered  with  steamers,  and  a  system  of  railways  is 
rapidly  being  extended  over  the  more  populous  portions  of 
the  country.  In  the  year  1880  there  were  in  Australia 
and|Tasmania  3611  miles  of  railroad  already  constructed, 
and  984  miles  in  progress;  while  the  electric  telegraph 
has  received  a  still  greater  proportionate  development,  no 
less  than  24,125  miles  having  been  constructed,  to  which 
1144  miles,  then  maMng,  are  probably  now  to  be  added. 
All  the  colonies  are  now  linked  to  each  other,  to  Kew 
Zealand,  and,  by  the  overland  telegraph,  with  the  mother- 
country  vid  Java  and  India.  Several  magnificent  lines 
of  steamers  keep  up  frequent  communication  with  Europe 
and  America,  by  the  Atlantic,  Pacific,  or  Suez  Canal 
routes ;  while  others  connect  the  several  colonies  with  each 
other,  with  New  Zealand,  and  with  the  F^i  Islands  and 
New  Caledonia.  Throughout  all  the  colonies  a  postal 
system^  modelled  on  that  of  Great  Britain,  is  in  fall 
operation,  the  inland  postage  being  generally  2d.,  while 
money-order  ofSces  and  postal  savings-banks  are  scattered 
abundantly  over  the  remotest  parts  of  the  interior. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

THE  COLONY  OF  NEW  SOUTH  WALES. 

1.  OrigiUy  Oeographical  Limits,  and  Area. 

all  the  Aiistralian  colonies  the  oldest  is  New  South 

es,  it  having  been  settled  in  1788 ;  and,  till  West 

was  established  in  1829,  it  included  all  the 

ish  settlements  in  the  country.     It  was  originally 

ch  more  extensive  than  it  is  now^  including  much  of 

toria  and  Queensland,  which  were  separated  from  it  in 

51. 

New  South  Wales  now  contains  an  area  of  323,437 

square  miles,  lying  within  the  limits  of  28"^  and  37'' 

"^^  south  latitude,  and  between  the  meridians  of  141"^  and 

Of  154**  east  longitude.     Its  greatest  length  is  900  miles, 

with  an  average  of  500,  while  its  greatest  breadth  is  850 

^  miles,  also  with  an  average  of  500.     Its  area  in  acres  is 

•^  206,999,680,  or  about  five  times  that  of  England  and 

-^  Wales,  and  more  than  half  as  large  again  as  France.     It 

K<>   is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Queensland,  from  which  it  is 

^  [    separated  by  Macpherson's  Bange,  the  Dividing  Bange,  and 

^    the  Dumaresq  Biver ;  on  the  east  by  the  Pacific  Ocean ; 

y    on  the  south  by  Victoria,  from  which  it  is  separated  by 

the  river  Murray,  as  far  as  its  source,  and  thence  by  a 

strai^t  line  to  Cape  Howe;    while  on  the  west  the 

meridian  of  141^  E.  separates  it  from  South  Australia. 

In  general  form  it  is  a  quadrangle,  of  which  the  eastern 

side  is  much  longer  than  the  western. 
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2.  Ikjfrical  FeatwrtM. 

The  smfiBLoe  of  this  colony  is  greatly  diyeisified.  1 
range  of  moontains  runs  parallel  to  the  coast  ate 
average  distance  of  about  thirty  miles  from  it..  lbs 
country  on  the  eastern  side  of  this  range  is  an  nndnlatasf 
plain  intersected  by  nmneroos  streams.  On  the  ^west  d 
the  mountains  is  a  considerable  breadth  of  elevated  tabk- 
lands,  which  farther  west  sinks  into  vast  plains.  Be 
coast  district  has  a  fertile  soil,  and  is  by  far  the  lao^ 
popnlons.  Its  rivers  periodically  overflow  their  ban] 
and  cover  the  adjacent  plains  with  a  rich  alluvial  depoeit 
that  is  excessively  fertile,  so  that  crops  can  be  produoefi 
on  the  same  land  year  after  year  without  manure.  Beytffid 
are  table-lands,  furrowed  here  and  there  with  precipitoiis 
valleys,  and  surmounted  by  several  groups  and  ranges  d 
mountain  heights.  Farther  west  the  land  gradually  sizzb 
to  the  great  inland  plains  which  form  the  chief  pasture- 
lands  of  the  colony. 

The  mountains  of  New  South  Wales  cover  a  wide 
extent  of  country,  though  their  elevation  is  not  gieai 
Far  in  the  interior,  near  the  western  boundary  of  the 
colony,  are  the  Grey  and  Stanley  Kanges,  the    loftiest 
elevations  being  Mount  Anowsmith  and  Mount  Ljell. 
each  about  2000  feet  high.     These  form  the  western 
watershed  of  the  Darling  valley,  though,  as  is  so  firequentlj 
the  case  in  Australia,  many  of  the  streams  dry  up  as  soon 
as  they  quit  the  mountains.     The  great  Dividing  Eange 
runs  in  a  general  direction  firom  KNJB.  to  S.S.W.,  and  ^ 
very  broad.     It  consists  of  seven  main  divisions — (1) 
The  New  England  Sange,  on  the  north-east,  culminates  is 
Ben  Lomond,  5000  feet  high;  (2)  the  Liverpool  SaDge> 
south  of  the  last,  and  extending  in  a  westerly  direction, 
reaches  a  height  of  4500  feet  in  Oxiey's  Peak ;  (3)  tbe 
Blue  Mountain  Bange,  to  the  west  of  Sydney,  and  whicb 
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Dg  foimed  an  impassable  barrier  to  the  interior^  only 
aches  a  height  of  4100  feet  Then  follow  (4)  the  Onl- 
J  iT^vdn,  (5)  the  Gooruck,  and  (6)  the  Manero  Banges,  all 
±e  x:^^^  the  same  height ;  while  (7)  the  Muniong  or  Warra- 
)  f::  Pg  Bange^  forming  the  northern  extension  of  the  Aiuh 
3  ^  ^alian  Alps  of  Victoria,  cnlminates  in  Mount  Kosciusko, 
ij2  i.iiose  summit  (7308  feet  high),  although  below  the 
'^^^..etual  snow-line  for  the  latitude,  usually  retains  some 
ft  ^v  itches  of  snow  throughout  the  year.  Farther  to  the  east 
•  ^  jb  the  Coast  Banges,  generally  forming  the  edge  of  a  table^ 
J.  ^  md  upon  which  the  dividing  chain  is  based.  The  northern 
j^v^o^t  Sange  reaches  a  height  of  6000  feet  at  Mount  Sea- 
^  .^  .dew,  and  the  southern  culminates  in  Mount  Budawung,  at 
^^  £1  elevation  of  3800  feet.  There  are  also  many  isolated 
.;  ^^^jQOuntains,  which  reach  a  considerable  altitude. 
^I,  As  already  stated,  the  western  parts  of  the  colony 
^;„  ^sonsist  of  immense  level  plains.  The  principal  of  these 
.^.Are  the  Liverpool  Plains,  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
'^  eountry,  situated  between  the  Liverpool  and  Hardwick 
_,  Banges.  They  cover  an  area  of  about  17,000  square 
. . ,.  miles,  and  are  supposed  to  have  once  formed  the  bed  of  a 
\Z  vast  inland  lake,  the  hills  or  ridges  of  sandstone  or  basalt 
r  rising  from  them  like  islands.  They  are  but  scantily 
Z.  watered,  and  are  therefore  only  suitable  for  pasturage. 
^'  Another  extensive  series  of  plains  is  known  as  the  Man- 
aroo  Plains  or  Brisbane  Downs,  situated  in  the  southern 
y  part  of  the  colony,  near  the  sources  of  the  Murrumbidgee 
Biver.  They  form  an  undulating  plateau  of  rich  and 
:  fertile  soil,  about  2000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  extending 
for  a  length  of  seventy  miles. 

All  the  rivers  of  New  South  Wales  take  their  rise  in 
the  great  Dividing  Bange,  or  in  some  portion  of  its 
northern  or  southern  extensions ;  and  they  maybe  divided 
into  two  great  groups — ^those  which  flow  eastward  into  the 
ocean,  and  those  that  flow  westward,  and  ultimately  join 
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the  Murray  Biver,  or  some  of  its  numerouB  tiibutaries.  The 
eastern  rivers  have  comparatiyely  short  couises,  the  largest^ 
the  Hawkesbuiy,  being  only  330  miles  long.  They  flow 
rapidly  in  deep  channels,  varying  greatly  in  volume,  and 
are  subject  to  great  and  sudden  floods.  Several  of  them 
are  partially  navigable  for  vessels  of  light  draught,  but 
their  entrances  from  the  ocean  are  usually  difficult  and 
dangerous.  Those  which  exceed  a  hundred  miles  in 
length  are,  the  Hawkesbury,  the  Hunter,  the  Shoalhaven, 
the  darence,  the  Madeay,  the  Bichmond,  and  the  Man- 
ning. The  great  rivers  flowing  west  are  the  Darling  the 
Lachlan,  the  Murrumbidgee,  and  the  Murray,  with  many 
tributary  streams.  The  approximate  length  of  the 
Darling,  the  largest  and  most  westerly  of  these  riven,  is 
about  850  miles,  without  taking  account  of  its  innmner- 
able  smaller  windings;  but  its  numerous  tributaiies, 
spreading  out  like  a  fan  over  the  northern  half  of  the 
colony,  drain  an  area  of  198,000  square  miles.  Next 
comes  the  Lachlan,  whose  sources  approach  within  sixty 
nules  of  the  east  coast,  and  which  has  a  course  about  500 
nules  in  lengtL  Farther  south  the  Murmmbidgee  sends 
its  branches  to  the  east  of  the  Australian*  Alps  till  its 
sources  in  the  Gooruck  Bange  are  only  thirty  miles  bom 
the  coast  The  Murray  itself,  which  forms  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  colony,  rises  near  Mount  Kosciusko  in 
the  Muniong  Bange  of  the  Australian  Alps.  These  riveis 
are  all  navigated  at  certain  seasons  by  small  steamers, 
which  reach  Albury  on  the  Murray,  Wagga  Wagga  on  the 
Murrumbidgee,  and  Fort  Bourke  on  the  Darling.  No  less 
than  seven  tributaries  of  these  rivers  are  from  350  to  750 
miles  long,  the  largest  of  these,  the  Macquarie,  passing 
by  Bathurst  122  miles  west  of  Sydney. 

The  coast-line  of  New  South  Wales,  although  almost 
straight  in  general  outline,  is  broken  up  in  detail  so  as  to 
present  a  number  of  important  capes  and  headlands,  and 
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many  remarkable  bays  and  inlets ;  Port  Jackson  being  one 
of  the  safest,  deepest,  and  finest  barbonis  in  the  world. 
The  lakes  are  really  of  little  importance,  although  Lake 
George,  situated  on  a  table-land  of  the  Dividing  Bange  at 
an  elevation  of  2129  feet,  makes  an  imposing  appearance 
on  the  map,  being  25  miles  long  by  8  miles  wide.  It  is, 
however,  very  shallow,  and  at  intervals  of  a  number  of 
years  altogether  dries  up,  so  that  cattle  can  pasture  all 
over  it  Having  no  outlet,  it  has  saline  deposits  which 
lender  its  water  undiinkabla  Lake  Bathurst  is  a  smaller 
lake  in  the  vicinity ;  and  the  only  other  lakes  axe  in  the 
lowlands,  and  are  rather  depressions  subject  to  being  filled 
by  floods  than  true  lakes. 

The  scenery  of  New  South  Wales  cannot,  on  the  whole, 
be  termed  beautiful,  owing  to  the  monotony  of  the  vege- 
tation, the  vastness  of  the  plains,  and  the  frequent  aridity 
of  extensive  areas,  yet  it  contains  certain  features  of 
lemarkable  beauty.  First  among  these  stands  Port  Jack^ 
son,  the  harbour  of  Sydney,  which  for  variety,  extent,  and 
picturesque  combiaations,  rivals,  if  it  does  not  surpass, 
the  celebrated  harbour  of  Sio  de  Janeiro.  Mr.  Anthony 
TroUope — a  man  not  given  to  enthusiastic  praise — speaks 
of  it  as  "  so  inexpressibly  lovely  that  it  makes  a  man  ask 
himself  whether  it  would  not  be  worth  his  while  to  move 
his  household  gods  to  the  eastern  coast  of  Australia,  in 
Older  that  he  might  look  on  it  as  long  as  he  can  look  at 
anything."  Some  of  the  estates  and  pleasure-grounds  on 
its  shores,  he  adds,  are  perfect  They  leave  nothing  for 
the  imagination  to  add.  Less  known,  but  almost  equally 
remarkable,  is  the  scenery  of  the  Hawkesbuiy  Biver,  which 
surpasses  in  natural  beauty  the  finest  parts  of  the  Bhine. 
Grovett'sLeap,  on  the  route  from  Sydney  to  Bathurst,  is  a 
ravine  or  chasm  of  unsurpassed  grandeur,  and  it  possesses 
a  waterfall  superior  to  the  StaubbacL  The  district  of  Illa- 
wana,  about  40  miles  south  of  Sydney,  is  remarkable  for 
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its  pictuiesquenees  in  rock  and  ravine,  and  the  almost 
tropical  loxtudance  of  its  vegetation ;  while  many  parts 
of  the  mountain  ranges  are  grand  and  imposing. 

3.  Climate,  Nkturai  Sistory,  and  Otology. 

The  climate  of  New  South  Wales  has  already  been 
sufficiently  described  in  our  account  of  the  dimate  of 
Australia  generally.  It  varies  greatly  accordiog  to  lati- 
tude and  distance  from  the  sea.  The  interior  plains  aie 
excessively  dry,  while  the  coast  districts  have  abundant 
rains.  The  winters  are  very  mild;  and,  though  the 
summer  heats  are  great,  sunstrokes  are  far  less  numerous 
than  in  the  United  States.  The  hot  winds  of  the  warm 
season  are  annoying,  but  do  not  appear  to  be  imhealthy ; 
while  storms  and  electrical  disturbances  are  comparatively 
rare. 

New  South  Wales  exhibits  in  perfection  the  special 
flora  and  fauna  of  Eastern  aa  contrasted  with  Western 
Australia.  The  beautiful  genus  epacris,  the  representa- 
tive of  the  heath  tribe  in  Australia,  is  especially  abundant, 
as  are  the  acacias  and  the  eucalypti,  or  gum  trees. 
Among  native  Australian  animalfl  kangaroos  of  various 
species  still  abound,  together  with  bandicoots,  wombats, 
native  opossums,  and  the  koala,  or  native  bear,  as  well  as 
the  curious  duck-billed  platypus.  Birds  are  numerous 
and  varied,  and  the  larger  part  of  the  Australian  fauna  is 
well  represented,  while  many  remarkable  species  are 
aknost  peculiar  to  this  colony  and  Queensland.  Such 
are  the  beautiful  and  unique  lyre-bird  {Me7i%ura  superba), 
the  gorgeously-coloured  ground-thrush  (PUta  strqritans), 
the  curious  bower-birds,  the  golden  Sericulus  aureus,  the 
large  cuckoo-like  Scythrops,  the  fine  crested  pigeon  (ZopAo- 
laimus  antareticus),  the  brush-turkey  (TalegaUa  lathami)^ 
and  many  others.     To  give  any  adequate  picture  of  the 
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natural  histoiy  of  this  colony,  it  would  be  necessary  to 
enmnerate  almost  all  the  peculiar  Australian  groups, 
because  almost  •aU  are  here  represented  The  reader  is 
therefore  refeired  back  to  the  third  chapter  of  this 
volume  for  further  details  on  this  subject 

Ckology. — The  mountain  ridges  and  table-lands  of 
New  South  Wales  consist  mainly  of  the  older  Palaeozoic 
formations,  pierced  and  rent  by  intmslTe  igneous  rocks  of 
various  ages.  The  older  settled  districts  of  the  east 
coast  lie  mostly  on  rocks  of  the  carboniferous  formation, 
or  on  newer  deposits  of  Mesozoic  age ;  while  the  great 
western  plains  and  valleys  are  almost  whoUy  Tertiary 
sandstone,  or  more  recent  deposits,  with  intervening  areas 
covered  by  overflows  of  igneous  trap  rock.  The  oldest 
sedimentary  rocks  are  Silurian,  consisting  of  crystalline 
sandstones  and  limestones.  Their  strike  is  in  a  meri- 
dional direction,  and  the  quartz  veins,  or  "  ree&  "  as  they 
are  locally  termed,  running  north  and  south  for  miles, 
serve  as  a  guide  to  the  wandering  bushman. 

These  Silurian  rocks  form  the  bed  on  which  the 
gold-bearing  gravels  are  deposited,  while  its  quartz  veins 
or  reefis  form  the  matrix  from  which  the  gold  of  the 
diifts  has  been  derived.  These  reeb  are  worked  by 
means  of  deep  mines,  and  famish  the  larger  part  of  the 
gold  now  procured.  Granitic  rocks  of  various  kinds  are 
abandant,  and  are  believed  to  be  generally  of  later  date 
than  the  Palaeozoic  rocks.  Syenite  forms  the  summit  of 
Kosciusko,  the  highest  mountain  in  the  colony  and  in 
Australia  Gk>ld  occurs  in  granite,  both  in  quartz  veins 
and  in  beds  of  iron  pyrites ;  while  the  tin  of  New  Eng- 
land is  all  derived  from  granita 

The  carboniferous  rocks  cover  an  immense  area,  and 
are  largely  coal-bearing,  so  that  the  coal-fields  of  New 
South  Wales  are  among  the  most  extensive  in  the  world. 
These   deposits  were   once   thought   to   belong  to   the 
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Secondary  formation,  but  thej  are  now  ascertained  to  be 
Palaeozoic^  and  to  correspond  to  the  true  coal  of  Britain. 
Cannel  coal  and  mineral  oils  are  also  produced  by  these 
carboniferous  rocks.  The  Secondary  formation  is  scantily 
represented  by  small  patches  of  trias  at  the  daience 
Biver,  and  by  some  coal-bearing  beds  near  Paramatta. 

Tertiary  deposits  are  aknost  unknown  in  the  east, 
while  to  the  west  of  the  Dividing  Bange  they  cover  enor- 
mous areas,  forming  in  many  places  ranges  of  flat-topped 
sandstone  hills,  There  are  also  immense  deposits  of 
sands,  gravels,  marls,  and  days,  of  late  Tertiary  or  Post- 
tertiary  age ;  and  these  descend  far  below  the  present 
level  of  the  country,  as  shown  by  a  well  sunk  at  Bille- 
bong,  on  a  tributaiy  of  the  Lachlan  Siver,  which  passed 
for  160  feet  through  such  deposits  without  reaching  any 
older  rocks.  More  recent  stiU  are  the  deposits  of  drift 
and  boulders,  with  the  red  earth  deposited  in  caves,  which 
has  yielded  abundance  of  remarkable  fossik,  as  already 
described  in  our  account  of  the  geology  of  Australia. 

Igneous  rocks  occur  abundantly,  and  of  all  ages,  from 
the  basalt  of  the  Palseozoic  formation  to  the  products  of 
volcanoes  of  Post-tertiary  age.  In  the  southern  part  of 
the  Dividing  Bange  columnar  basalt  is  abimdant,  and  is 
found  as  high  as  5000  feet  above  the  sea.  Greenstone 
dykes  cut  through  granite  at  Naas  Valley,  and  alter  sand- 
stone to  quartzite  at  Mount  Tennant.  Trachyte  crowns 
the  summit  of  Mount  lindesay.  Igneous  dykes  at  lUa- 
warra,  Murrundi,  and  other  places,  have  changed  coal 
into  coka  Great  outflows  of  basalt  occur  at  most  of  the 
gold-fidds.  Volcanic  ashes  are  found  at  Mount  Lindesay. 
The  number  of  true  volcanic  cones  and  craters  is  much 
fewer  than  in  Victoria,  nor  are  there  any  so  perfect  No 
active  volcano  is  known  to  exist  in  the  colony. 
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4.  Colonisation,  Population,  etc. 

Originating  as  a  penal  settlement  at  Botany  Bay  in 
1788,  the  colony  at  fiist  made  little  piDgress^  so  that  in 
1825  the  total  popnlation  was  only  33,675.      In  the 
next  nine  years  it  nearly  doubled,  being  66,212  in  1834; 
bat  folly  one-third  of  this  number  were  conyicts.     The 
early  governors  were  often  despotic,  and  persons  were 
liable  to  disabilities,  and  even  to  prosecution  for  the  too 
free  expression  of   their    religious  or  political  opinions. 
In  1836,  however,  all  such  disabilities  were  abolished,  the 
immigration  of  free  settlers  was  encouraged,  and  the  country 
rapidly  increased  in  prosperity.     In  1840  transportation 
was  abolished,  at  which  time  the  population  had  reached 
129,463.     In  1850  it  was  265,603  ;  and  the  following 
year  Victoria  was  established  as  a  separate  colony  taldng 
away  more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  total  population. 
The  gold  discoveries  at  this  time  diverted  the  stream  of 
emigration  to  Melbourne,  and  it  took  four  years  to  bring 
up  the  numbers  of  the  population  to  that  of  the  date  of 
separation.      Natwithstanding  the  rivalry  of  the  sister 
colony,  and  the  superior  attraction  of  its  gold-fields,  New 
South  Wales  continued  to  increase ;  and  although  in  1859 
Queensland  was  taken  from  it^  with  28,000   inhabitants, 
its  population   immediately   afterwards,  in    1860,   was 
348,546.     This  has  since  increased  with  almost  equal 
rapidity,  and  at  the  last  census  taken  in  April  1881, 
amounted  to  740,836.     Besides  the  colonies  which  have 
been  actually  separated  from  New  South  Wales,  it  has 
sent  considerable  portions  of  its  population  to  the  newer 
settlements  in  South  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  standing 
in  some  respects  in  the  place  of  a  mother  country  to  all 
the  other  Australian  colonies.     When  this  is  taken  into 
account,  the  steady  growth  of  its  population  must  be  con- 
sidered as  highly  satisfactory.     There  is  no  such  mixture 
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of  races  here  as  in  some  of  the  other  colonies.  The  Chinese 
number  about  7000  or  8000,  many  of  whom  are  market 
gardeners  or  domestic  servants.  Polynesians  have  been 
introduced  as  labourers,  but  the  experiment  was  unsuccess- 
ful, and  there  are  at  present  very  few  in  the  colony.  The 
indigenous  inhabitants  are  few  in  number,  and  are  rapidly 
dying  out 

5.  Prodiictians,  Trade,  Shipping,  da 

The  great  staple  productions  of  New  South  Wales  are 
wool,  gold,  and  coal ;  and  in  the  first  and  last  it  is  pre- 
eminent over  all  the  other  colonies.  In  1880  the  num- 
ber of  sheep  was  35,399,647,  exceeding  the  number  in 
all  the  rest  of  Australia.  The  wool  of  New  South  Wales 
is  perhaps  the  finest  in  the  world,  the  choicest  breeds 
of  Europe  having  been  introduced ;  while  the  dry  dimate, 
the  peculiar  vegetation,  the  genial  temperature,  and  the 
absence  of  beasts  of  prey,  all  &vour  its  development. 
In  1829  only  71,299  lbs.  of  wool  were  exported, 
while  in  1878  it  reached  the  enormous  amount  of 
111,833,000  lbs.,  an  increase  of  a  sixteen  hundred-fold 
in  fifty-nine  years.  Accessory  products  are  tallow,  skins, 
and  preserved  meat.  In  1880  the  export  of  tallow  was 
252,826  cwt.,  more  than  than  400,000  sheep  being  boiled 
down  to  produce  it  Hides  and  leather  in  the  same 
year  realised  £333,000.  Meat-preserving  was  com- 
menced only  in  1862  by  salting;  the  tinning  process 
only  began  in  1866,  and  the  freezing  still  later.  The 
total  exports  of  wool,  tallow,  meat,  and  live  stock  ia  1880 
amounted  to  £9,641,442. 

The  devotion  to  pastoral  pursuits  implied  by  these 
large  figures  has  led  to  the  comparative  neglect  of  agricul- 
ture, so  that  the  colony  still  imports  fiour  to  supplement 
its  own  wheat  crop.     This,  however,  is  partly  due  to  the 
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populatioii  entirely  subsisting  on  wheat  flour,  wliile  the 
conntiy  is  better  adapted  to  the  growth  of  maize,  which 
is  actually  produced  in  much  greater  quantity,  but  is  only 
used  as  food  for  cattle,  horses,  and  pigs.  Tobacco,  sugar, 
and  wine,  are  also  produced  in  considerable  quantities ; 
and  these  articles  will  probably  soon  show  a  great  increase, 
as  the  cUmate  and  soil  seem  eminently  adapted  to  them 
all.  In  1880, 16  million  pounds  of  sugar  were  produced, 
and  584,000  gallons  of  wina  The  climate  is  equally 
suitable  to  sericulture,  and  silk  will  soon  be  added  to  the 
exports  from  New  South  Wales. 

Gold  was  found  at  Port  Macquarie  as  early  as  1840, 
and  subsequently  at  several  other  places,  but  the  first 
''gold-field"  was  announced  in  1851  at  Ophir,  on 
SummerhiU  Creek,  not  far  from  Bathurst.  Almost  im* 
mediately  other  gold-fields  were  discovered  all  along  the 
great  central  range  of  mountains,  and  a  period  of  the 
wildest  excitement  followed.  There  are  now  about  eighty 
gold-fields  in  the  colony,  giving  employment  to  22,000 
miners.  In  1852,  962,873  ounces  were  produced,  and 
the  yield  has  never  since  been  so  higL  In  1873  it  was 
328,000  ounces.  In  1871  theie  were  in  the  colony  250 
paddling  machines,  22  hydraulic  hoses,  and  80  crushing 
machines ;  and  the  total  yield  of  gold  in  the  thirty  years 
since  1851  has  reached  the  value  of  34  millions  sterling. 
The  gold  fields  are  most  numerous  and  productive  in  the 
western  districts. 

Copper  is  found  abundantly  in  the  Orange  district, 
Monaro,  and  severd.  other  localities,  but  is  not  yet  ex- 
tensively worked.  Silver-lead  is  found  on  the  Yass  Biver, 
in  the  basin  of  the  Upper  Murrumbidgee  and  in  other 
places,  and  cinnabar  has  been  raised  near  the  Cudgegong 
River.  Iron  is  abundant,  but  is  not  much  worked  owing 
to  the  cost  of  carriage.  The  Fitzroy  mine  on  the  Nattai 
Biver,  in  Camden  County,  has,  however,  been  sold  for 
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£60,00  0.  Tin  has  recently  been  worked  in  New  England, 
near  the  Queensland  border,  and  has  proved  veiy  rich,  and 
in  1873  £114,000  worth  was  exported.  Diamonds  are 
found  in  the  tin  streams,  and  in  some  places  thej  average 
six  to  each  ton  of  wash-dirt 

The  most  really  valuable  of  all  the  mineral  products 
of  New  South  Wales  is  undoubtedly  the  coal,  which  occurs 
in  great  profusion  and  of  excellent  quality,  is  capable  of 
vast  extension,  and  is  the  needful  basis  of  so  many  other 
industries.  The  coal-fields  extend  over  an  area  of  ten 
million  acres,  and  in  1880  the  coal  raised  was  1,466,180 
tons.  There  are  also  vast  deposits  of  kerosine  shale  at 
Maitland  and  in  the  Illawarra  district,  and  £44,724 
worth  was  raised  in  1880.  Plumbago  and  mereschaum 
have  also  been  discovered;  while  limestone,  slate,  and 
granite  are  abundant. 

The  only  manufactured  articles  exported  from  New 
South  Wales  appear  to  be  cheese  and  butter,  sugar,  tallow, 
preserved  meats,  and  wina  In  the  yectr  1880  the  exports 
to  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  £7,525,637;  but 
the  total  exports  were  15,525,138,  there  being  a  very 
laige  trade  with  the  other  colonies  of  Australia,  as  well  as 
with  India,  and  foreign  countries. 

The  shipping  consists  largely  of  steamers  plying  along 
the  coasts  and  up  the  rivers.  The  number  of  vessels 
registered  in  New  South  Wales  was  573  in  1876,  with 
an  aggregate  measurement  of  72,112  tons.  Sixty  vessels 
of  3465  tons  were  built  in  1876,  and  forty-one  of  2799 
tons  in  1880.  There  is  a  considerable  trade  between 
Sydney  and  the  South  Sea  Islands,  as  well  as  with  tJie 
Sandwich  Islands  and  Califomia. 

6.  Hoods,  BaUways,  and  Telegraphs, 

Compared  with  the  vast  extent  of  the  colony  and  the 
energy  of  its  people,  the  roads  seem  exceedingly  deficient 
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There  were  in  1873   only  604  miles  of  properly  con* 
stmcted  loads^  almost  all  of  which  were  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  towns^  and  in  addition  1255  miles  in  process  of  con- 
struction, most  of  which  had  then  been  simply  cleared  of 
forest     Long  journeys  are  made  over  these  cleared  tracks 
with  tolerable  speed  and  regularity  in  dry  weather ;  but 
where  there  is  much  traffic  these  roads  become  a  succession 
of  mud-holes  in  the  wet  season,  and  where  possible  detours 
have  to  be  made  through  the  uncleared  ground     Begular 
stage  coaches  travel  along  these  roads  by  day  and  night, 
passing  in  and  out  through  the  trees,  up  and  down  across 
the  creeks,  sticking  here  and  there  in  the  mud,  and  some- 
tunes  upsetting,  in  which  case  the  passengers  often  have 
to  pass  the  night  in  the  bush  as  best  they  can«     The 
average  pace  of  such  coaches  is  about  six  miles  an  hour. 
The  deficiency  of  roads  is  due  in  part  to  the  high  price  of 
labour,  and  in  part  to  the  vast  distances  to  be  traversed 
in  every  direction.     It  must  be  considered  ako  that,  till 
the  gold  discoveries  in  1851,  the  countiy  was  too  thinly 
peopled  and  the  revenue  too  small  to  admit  of  much  ex- 
penditure on  roads,  and  during  the  excitement   of  the 
gold  fever  it  was  found  that  an  enormous  traffic  could  be 
maintained  to  the  remotest  diggings  often  without  any 
roads  at  alL     Just  at  that  time  too  the  Government  had 
b^un  to  construct  railways,  and  in  these  a  large  amount 
of  capital  has  been  invested. 

The  first  railway  was  commenced  in  1850,  and  by 
the  end  of  1875, 437  miles  were  in  operation,  having  been 
constructed  at  a  costof  over  £7,000,000.  In  March  1881, 
958  miles  were  open,  and  487  miles  more  were  under 
contract  to  be  completed  within  the  next  three  years.  The 
net  earnings  of  these  lines  produced  4^  per  cent  on  the 
capital  expended.  The  most  important  line  is  that  in  a 
south-west  direction  from  Sydney  through  Goulbum  to 
Wagga-Wagga  at  the  head  of  the  Murrumbridge  navig- 
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ation,  ^th  a  contmuation  to  Albuiy  on  the  Victorian 
firontier  which  will  complete  the  railway  comnmiiicaticni 
between  Sydney  and  Mdboume.     Another  line  nins  &om 
Sydney  across  the  Blue  Mountains  to  Bathnrst,  with  ex- 
tensions to  Blayney  and  Orange  at  heights  of  more  than 
2800  feet  above  the  sea.     In  the  north  there  is  a  line 
from  Newcastle  to  Mommindi  now  extended  to  Tarn- 
worth  on  the  Peel  Siyer,  in  a  fine  pastoral,  agricultaral, 
and  mining  district     This  is  intended  to  be  continaed 
by  a  narrow  guage  line  (3  ft.  6  in.)  through  the  table- 
land of  New  England  to  the  Clarence  Biver^  to  meet 
a  line  of  corresponding  guage  in  Queensland.     lines  are 
also  constructing   from   Tamworth   to   Tenterfield  (220 
miles)  ifid  Barraba,  Bundaira,   and  Wellingrove ;  &om 
Dubbo  to  Port  Bourke    on  the   Darling  Biver ;   from 
Bathurst  to  Gundagai ;  and  from  Narrandera  to  Hay,  as 
well  as  several  others  both  along  the  coast  and  inland 
The  guage  of  all  the  great  lines  is  4  feet  8^  inches,  like 
that  of  the  British  railways.     The  trunk  line  from  Sydney 
to  Paramatta  (14  miles)  is  double,  but  from  this  point 
the  western  and  southern  extensions  are  single  lines.     The 
western  line  oyer  the  Blue  Mountains  was  a  great  feat  of 
engineering,  as  there  is  only  one  available  route,  and  the 
line  has  to  be  zigzagged  up  and  down,  with  gradients 
sometimes  of  1  in  30  ;  and  is  often  carried  along  the  face 
of  precipices,  necessitating  countless  bridges,  viaducts,  and 
tunnel& 

The  electric  telegraph  is  also  well  developed  in  New 
South  Wales,  13,188  miles  of  wire  having  been  constructed 
up  to  the  end  of  1880.  It  extends  to  every  important 
place  in  the  colony,  and  is  being  constantly  extended. 
There  is  also  communication  with  Victoria  and  South 
Australia,  and  a  submarine  cable  to  New  Zealand. 
Colonial  telegrams  are  charged  6d.  for  ten  words;  to 
other  Australian  colonies,  28.     A  telegram  can  also  be 
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forwarded  from  Sydney  to  LoBdom*  vid  Fort  Dbxwxh,  at 
the  rate  of  10a  8d.  per  word* 

7.  Political  and  Civil  Divisions. 

The  fiist-eettled  portion  of  New  South  Wales  was 
divided  into  twenty  counties,  containing  about  a  million 
acres  each,  and  being  generally  about  40  mUes  in  width 
by  60  or  70  in  length.      Nearly  a  hundred  other  coun- 
ties have  since  been  formed,  some  of  which  are  consider- 
ably larger,  and  there  is  a  portion  of  the  Biverina  and 
Albert  districts   in   the   west  still   undivided.      Those 
portions  of  the  countiy  beyond  the  original  twenty  coun- 
ties are  divided  into  thirteen  pastoral  districts  as  follows : 
Albebt^  comprising  the  extreme  north-western  portion  of 
the  colony,  and  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  arid  plains 
iQ  which  the  streams  from  the  mountain  ranges  lose 
themselves.     It  has  an  area  of  about  60,000   square 
miles.     Wasrego,  in  the  north,  has  an  area  of  about 
10,000  square  miles.     Clabence  in  the  extreme  north- 
east, contains  about  5000  square  miles.     Magleat,  on 
the  north-east  coast,  is  small,  containing  only  3180  square 
miles.     New  England,  in  the  north,  is  a  fine  and  varied 
table-land  containing  13,100  square  miles.      Bligh,  in 
the  upper  valley  of  the  Macquarie  River,  has  7800  square 
inile&      LiVEBPOOL  Plains,  more  to  the  north,  has  an 
area  of  16,910  square  miles.     GwroiB,  on  the  northern 
boundary,  has  11,075  square  miles.      Wellington,  to 
the  west  of  the  Macquarie  Biver,  has  an  area  of  16,695 
square  miles.      Lachlan,  in  the  south-west,  has  an  area 
of  2  2,8  0  0  square  miles.     Muhbumbidgee,  on  the  southern 
boondaiy,  has  2  6,8  9  7  square  nules.  DABLma,  in  the  south- 
western comer  of  the  colony,  extends  to  50,000  square 
miles.   MoNABO  is  a  high  table-land  in  the  south,  and  not 
far  from  the  east  coast     It  contains  8835  square  miles. 
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The  counties  being  so  numerous,  it  will  be  most 
convenient  to  give  them  in  alphabetical  order,  adding  the 
general  position  and  the  names  of  two  of  the  adjacent 
counties.  This  will  enable  our  readers  easily  to  find  any 
county  on  the  map,  and  thus  more  readily  discover  any 
town  or  place  which  they  know  to  be  situated  in  a  certain 
county. 

List  of  Comities  in  New  SotUh  Wales. 

1.  Abotls.     South-east     Joins  Murray  and  St  Vincent  counties 

Chief  town,  Goulbum. 

2.  Abbawatta.     North-east,  on  the  Queensland  boimdaiy.    Joins 

Stapylton  and  Burnett  counties. 

3.  AsHBURNHAM.     CentraL      Joins  Cunningham  and  Bathunt 

counties,  and  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Lachlan  liyer. 

4.  AucKLAiTD.      South-east  comer  of  the  colony.      Chief  town, 

Eden. 

5.  Babadxnb.     North  central     Joins  Leichaidt  and  White  coun- 

ties, and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Peel  river. 

6.  Bathubst.    East  central.  Joins  Roxburgh  and  Geoigiana  coun- 

ties, and  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Upper  Tjachlsn 
river.     Chief  town,  Bathurst 

7.  Bxnabba.    North,   on  Queensland  boundary.    Joins  Stapyl- 

ton and  Finch  counties. 

8.  Bebesfobd.      South-east     Joins  Dampier  and  Wallace  coun- 

ties ;    contains  the   Maneroo  plains  and  sources  of  the 
Murrumbidgee  river. 

9.  Blioh.    CentraL    Joins  Lincoln  and  Phillip  counties,  and  has 

the  Liverpool  range  on  the  north. 

10.  Blaxland.     CentraL    Joins  Dowling  and  Frankland  coxinties, 

and  lies  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Lachlan  river. 

11.  Bland.    South  centraL    Joins  Monteagle  and  Bourkecoimties, 

and  is  about  200  miles  west  of  Sydney. 

12.  BouBKK.     South.    Joins  Clarendon  and  Slitchell  counties,  and 

is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Murrumbidgee  river. 

13.  BoTD.     South.    Joins  Waradgery  and  Tirana  counties,  and  is 

bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Murrumbidgee  river. 

14.  Bbisbane.    East  centraL    Joins  Hunter  and  Phillip  counties, 

and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Liverpool  range  of 
mountains. 

15.  Bucclbuch.     South-east    Joins  Cowley  and  Winyard  eoun- 
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tie&  Is  bounded  on  the  north  hj  the  Mitrmmbidgee, 
and  is  traversed  by  the  Timul  range,  an  extension  of  the 
Australian  Alps. 

16.  BucKLAin).     East  centraL    Joins  Pottinger  and  Brisbane  conn- 

tiesy  and  lies  in  the  angle  between  the  Liverpool  and  Peel 
ranges. 

17.  BuLLEB.    North-east,  on  Queensland  boundary.    Contains  l^e 

sources  of  the  Richmond  and  Clarence  rivers. 

18.  BuBNBTT.     North-east     Joins  Arawatta  and  Murchison  coun- 

ties. Lies  about  150  miles  from  the  coast  and  30  from  the 
Queensland  boundary. 

19.  Oadell.      SoutL      On  Victoria  boundary,  midway  between 

Albury  and  the  mouth  of  the  Lachlan  river. 

20.  Caira.     South-west.     At  the  junction  of  the  TjacMan  and 

Mufray  rivers. 

21.  Gahbblego.    North-centraL    Joins  Qregory  and  Cowperi  and 

is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Bogan  river. 

22.  Camdien.     South-central,  on  coast     Chief  towns,  Camden  and 

Picton«    Traversed  by  the  southern  railway  from  Sydney. 

23.  Glabbnob.    North,  on  coast    Traversed  by  the  Clarence  river. 

Chief  town,  Qrafton. 

24.  Clabxnbon.     South.    Joins  Winyard  and  Bourke  counties. 

Bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Murrumbidgee  river,  and  tra- 
versed by  the  southern  railway  from  Sydney  to  Wagga 
Wagga. 

25.  Clabkb.    North-east     Joins  Gresham  and  Sandon  counties. 

Situated  in  New  England,  50  miles  from  the  coast 

26.  CuvB.    North-east,  on  Queensland  boundary^  80  miles  from 

the  coast 

27.  Cltdb.    North.    Joins  Nairan  and  Cooper  counties,  and  is 

situated  in  the  angle  between  the  Bogan  and  Darling  rivers. 

28.  OooK«    East    Joins  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland.    Bounded 

on  the  west  by  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  traversed  by  the 
western  railway  from  Sydney. 
20.  OooFEB.     South.    Joins  Bourke  and  Boyd  counties.    Bounded 
on  the  south  by  the  Murrumbidgee  river,  and  is  about  300 
miles  W.S.W.  from  Sydney. 

30.  ConRALLDL    North.    Joins  Stapylton  and  Benarba  counties. 

Traversed  by  the  Gwydir  river,  a  branch  of  the  Upper 
Darling. 

31,  OowLBT.     South-east    Joins  Murray  and  Beresford  counties. 

Traversed  by  the  Upper  Murrumbidgee  river,  and  about 
170  nulei  south-west  of  Sydney. 
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38«  OowFiB.    Nortih-oentraL     Joins  Clyde   and  Yanda  conntiesi 
and  is  aitaated  south  of  the  Bogan  and  Darling  liTere. 

33.  CuMBBRLijrD.     South-central,  on  coast     Chief  town,  Sydney. 

34.  CuKNixroHAii.     CentraL    Joins  Kennedy  and  Gipps  counties. 

Bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Tjachlan  river,  and  is  about 
200  miles  W2T.W.  of  Sydney. 

35.  Dampdeb.     South,  on  coast     Bounded  on  the  west  by  the 

Qouiock  range  of  mountains. 

36.  DABLiNOb    North-east    Joins  Hardinge  and  Inglis  counties. 

Bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Hardwicke  mountains,  and 
contains  the  northern  sources  of  the  Peel  river. 

37.  Dbnhah.     North.    Joins  Finch  and  Benarba  counties,  and  is 

situated  in  the  angle  between  the  Peel  and  Darling  rivers. 

38.  Dekison.     South,  on  Victoria  boundary,  midway  between 

Albury  and  EcJiuca. 

39.  DowuNQ.    South-centraL    Joins  Blaxland  and  Gipps  counties, 

and  ia  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Lachlan  river. 

40.  Drakx.     North  of  New  England,  close  to  Queensland.    Tra- 

versed by  the  darenoe  river. 

41.  Dudley.    North  of  Port  Macquarie,  on  coast    Traversed  by 

the  Macleay  river. 

42.  Durham.      East      Joins    Gloucester    and    Northrmberland. 

Bounded  on  west  and  south  by  the  Hunter  river. 

43.  EwENHAB.     Central      Joins    Lincoln    and    Oxley  counties. 

Situated  between  the  Macquarie  and  Castlereagh  rivers. 

44.  FmcH.     North-central,  on  Queensland  boundary,  west  of  the 

Darling  river. 
46.  FuzBOT.     North,  on  coasts  a  littie  south  of  the  dazenoe 
river. 

46.  FLDn>sR&    CentraL    Joins  Oxley  and  Cunningham  counties, 

and  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Bogan  river. 

47.  Forbes.    South-centraL    Joins  Bathurst  and  Gipps  counties, 

and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Lachlan  river. 

48.  Fbanklin.      West-centraL      Joins     Blaxland    and    Wai^eers 

counties,  and  is  situated  on  the  north-west  bank  of  the 
Lower  Tiachlan  river. 

49.  Gbobqiana.    East    Joins  Westmoreland  and  Argyle.    Bounded 

on  the  east  by  the  Blue  Mountainsi,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
upper  part  of  the  Tjachlan  river. 

50.  GiFPs.    CentraL    Joins  Cunningham  and  Bland  counties,  and 

is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Tjachlan  river. 

51.  Glouobbtbb.    Central,  on  coast,  and  extends  from  the  mouth 

of  the  Hunter  to  the  Itfanning  river. 
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52.  GoBOOV.    CentnL   Joiiis  Linodn  and  Ajshbumliaiiu   Boxmded 

on  the  nartli  by  the  upper  eoniae  of  the  Maeqnaiie  river. 

53.  QouGH.      North-east,  in  Kew  England.      Joins    Clive    and 

Hazdinge  oonnties.    Contains  the  sources  of  the  Severn  and 
Madntyze  riversL 

54.  QouLBUBN.     South,  on  Victoria  boundary,  at  the  head  of  the 

Murray  navigation. 

55.  Qownr.    Central    Joina  Lmooln  and  Napier  counties.    Lies 

south  of  the  Arbuthnot  range,  and  west  of  the  sources  of  the 
Castlereagh  river. 

56.  Gbegobt.     North-centraL    Joins    Leichardt  and   Cambellego 

counties,  and  is  traversed  by  the  lower  part  of  the  Macquarie 
river. 

57.  QBE8HA1C    North-east,  in  New  England,  near  the  coast    Is 

traversed  by  the  southern  feeders  of  the  Clarence  river. 

58.  QuNDEBBOOEJL     North-west,  on  Queensland  boundary,  north  of 

the  Darling  and  east  of  the  Warrego  rivers. 

59.  Habdek.     South-east    Joins  Eong  and  Clarendon  counties, 

and  is  traversed  by  the  southern  railway  from  Sydney  to 
WaggaWagga. 

60.  Hardinob.     North-east.     Joins  Gough  and  Murchison  counties. 

Situated  west  of  the  Dividing  Bange,  and  contains  the  sources 
of  the  Gwydir  river. 

61.  Hawes.      East      Joins    Macquarie    and    Durham    counties. 

Contains  the  northern  sources  of  the  Manning  river. 

62.  Hume.     South,  on  Victoria  boundary,  west  of  Albury,  on  the 

Murray. 

63.  HuNTEB.     East     Joins  Northumberland  and  Cook  counties. 

Bounded  by  the  Goulbum  and  Hunter  rivers  on  the  north. 

64.  iKaiJB.      North-east      Joins    Darling  and    Parry  counties. 

Situated  west  of  the  Darling  range,  and  north  of  the  Peel 
river. 

65.  Jaiobov.    North.    Joins  Courallie  and  Durham.    Situated  on 

the  north  bank  of  the  Peel  river. 

66.  Kennedy.   Central   Joins  Narromie  and  Cunningham  counties. 

Bounded  on  the  north  by  the  upper  course  of  the  Bogan 
river. 

67.  Ktt.lara.     North-west    Joins  Rankin  and  Young  counties, 

and  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Darling,  about  260 
miles  from  its  moutiL 

68.  King.    South-east    Joina  Georgiana  and  Murray  counties. 

Contains  the  sources  of  the  Lachlan  river,  and  is  traversed 
by  the  southern  railway  from  Sydney. 
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69.  Landsborouqh.  North-wesL  Joins  Yanda  and  Rankin  conntieflL 

Situated  to  the  north-west  of  the  Darling  liver,  near  the 

northern  boondaiy  of  the  colony. 
70<  LxiCHARDT.     North -central     Joins    Gregory  and    Baradine 

counties.     Is  traversed  by  the  lower  portion  of  the  Oastle- 

reagh  liver. 

71.  Lincoln.    Central    Joins  Napier  and  Gk)rdon  counties,  and 

situated  between  the  Macquarie  and  Gastlereagh  rivers. 

72.  LiviNQSTONB.    West     Joins  Menindee  and  Weronda  counties 

Situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Darling,  about  150  miles 
from  its  mouth. 

73.  Macquarie.    North-central,  on  coast ;  extending  between  the 

mouths  of  the  Manning  and  Macleay  rivera. 

74.  Menindee.    West,  on  South  Australian  boundary.     Situated 

on  the  west  bank  of  the  Darling  and  south  of  the  Stanley 
ranges. 

75.  Mitchell.    South.    Joios  Tirana  and  Winyard  counties.    Situ- 

ated on  the  south  bank  of  the  Mumimbidgee  to  the  west  of 
Wagga  Wagga. 

76.  MoNTBAQLE.    South-ceutral.     Joins  King  and  Bland  counties, 

and  is  about  160  miles  west  of  Sydney. 

77.  MuBcmsoN.    North-east.    Joios  Burnett  and  Darling  counties, 

and  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Hardwicke  mountains. 

78.  MusRAT.    South-east    Joins  St  Vincent  and  Cowley  counties 

Situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Upper  Shoalhaven  river, 
and  contains  Lake  George  and  part  of  the  Qourock  range. 

79.  Nandenab.  North-east  Joins  Jamison  and  Murchison  counties, 

and  situated  on  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  Peel  river. 

80.  Nafieb.     CentraL    Joins  Bligh  and  Lincoln  counties,   and 

situated  on  the  east  side  of  the  upper  Castlereagh  river. 

81.  Nabean.    North-central,  on  Queensland  boxmdary,  between  the 

head  waters  of  the  Culgoa  and  Narran  rivers. 

82.  Nabbohie.     Central.     Joins    Oxley   and    Gordon    countiea. 

Bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Hervey  range,  and  on  the  soath 
by  the  Upper  Bogan  river. 

83.  Nicholson.  South-west  Joins  Dowling  and  Franklin  countiea, 

and  situated  to  the  south  of  the  Lachlan  river,  about  150 
miles  from  its  mouth. 

84.  NoBTHUMBEBLAND.    Central,  ou  coast    Chief  towns,  Newcastle 

and  West  Maitlaud. 
85*  OzLET.    CentraL    Joins  Ewenmar  and  Flinders  counties.    lies 

between  the  Bogan  and  Macquarie  rivers. 
86.  Pabbt.    North-east     Joins  Yemon  and  Buckknd  counties. 
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liee  nortli  of  tlie  Liverpool  and  Peel  langes,  and  contains 
the  sourcea  of  the  Peel  river. 

87.  PsRBT.  West  Joins  Wentworth  and  Windejer  counties.   Lies 

on  the  east  bank  of  the  Darling,  near  its  mouth. 

88.  Phillip.  East-centraL  Joins  Hunter  and  Wellington  counties. 

Lies  south  of  the  Upper  Goulbum  river,  and  is  traversed  by 
a  north-western  extension  of  the  Blue  Mountains. 

89.  PoimvoxB.      Norih-centraL     Joins   Buckland  and   Napier 

counties.     Lies  to  the  south-west  of  the  upper  Peel  river, 
and  contains  the  southern  portion  of  the  Liverpool  Plains. 

90.  Baleigh.     North,  on  coast,  and  is  bounded  on  the  south  by 

the  Bellenger  river. 

91.  Bakkik.      North-west     Joins  E^iUara  and  Landsborough 

counties,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north-west  by  the  Darling 
river. 

92.  BiCHMOKD.     North,  on  coast    Bounded  on  the  north  by  the 

Bichmond  river. 

93.  Bona.     North-east  comer  of  the  colony.     Bounded  on  the 

south  by  the  Bichmond  river. 

94.  BozBUBGH.     East-centraL     Joins  Wellington  and  Bathurst 

counties.    Lies  west  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  is  traversed 
by  the  western  railway  from  Sydney  to  Bathurst 

95.  St.  YutCEST,    South,  on  coast    Bounded  on  the  north  and 

west  by  the  Shoalhaven  river< 

96.  SA2n>0N.    North-east    Joins  Bayleigh  and  Hardinge  counties. 

Bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Macleay  range,  and  contains 
the  chief  sources  of  the  Macleay  river. 

97.  SsLWTK.    South-east,  on  Victoria  boundary.    Lies  west  of  the 

Australian  Alps,  and  contains  some  of  the  sources  of  the 
Murray  river. 

98.  Staptltok.    North,  on  Queensland  boundary,  at  the  junction 

of  the  Dumaresq  and  Macintyre  rivers. 

99.  Stubt.   South-west  Joins  Nicholson  and  Waradgery  counties. 

Lies  north  of  the  Murrumbidgee,  about  100  miles  from  its 
mouth. 

100.  Taila.    South-west,  on  Victoria  boundary,  just  below  the 

confluence  of  the  Lachlan  and  Murray  rivers. 

101.  Taba.     South-west  comer  of  the  colony,  on  the  Murray  river, 

below  the  confluence  of  the  Darling. 

102.  TowNSSND.     South,  on  Victoria  boundary,  midway  between 

the  coast  and  the  western  boundary  of  the  colony.     Chief 
town,  DeniliquiiL 

103.  Uraita.    South.    Joins  Denison  and  Hume  counties,  and 


154  COIIPKHIXCIC  OF  GBOGBAPHT  ABfD  TBAVEL. 

ntitftted  in  tiie  great  pkbi  between  the  Moimmbidgee  and 
Mnmy  xhren. 

04.  YMK2COS.  EtaL  Joins  Snidon  and  Dadley  counties,  and  lies 
800  mileB  noidi  of  Sydney,  and  60  miles  inland. 

05.  Wakochl  Soalh<>veBk»  on  YietDria  boondaiy,  a  litde  east  of 
the  nKRilh  of  the  T^^AUw  river. 

06.  WAUDDia.  Sovtli-west  Joins  Franklm  and  Cbira  counties^ 
and  lies  north  of  die  OHiflnence  of  the  Tjachlan  and  Mmmm- 
hidgee  riTeE& 

07.  Wall&cb.  Soaih-east,  on  Ylclam  boondazy.  lies  east  of 
the  AnstnJian  Alps^  Chief  toiwn  Kiandia,  one  of  the  coldest 
places  in  the  colony. 

08.  Vaeatokry.  South-west  Joins  Guia  and  Wakool  oonntiesL 
Is  timfersed  by  the  Mnmunbidgee  riyer,  aboTe  the  moath 
of  the  Lachlan. 

09.  WsLLBBLBT.  Sooth-east,  on  ^ctoria  boondaiy.  Bonnded  on 
the  east  by  the  Wanderer  range,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Snowy  river. 

10.  Weluxgton.  East-centraL  Joins  Phillip  and  AshbnmLam 
ooontiesL  Lies  near  the  sources  of  Macquarie  river,  about 
130  miles  WJ^.W  of  Sydney. 

11.  Wentwobxh.  South-west  At  junction  of  Darling  and  Murray 
rivers. 

12.  Wkbjtsda.  West  Joins  Bankin  and  Livingstone  counties, 
and  is  bounded  on  the  north-west  by  the  Darling  river. 

13.  Webimorxlakd.  East  Joins  Gook  and  Gkorgiana  counties. 
Traversed  by  the  Blue  Mountains,  and  containB  the  sources 
of  the  Macquarie  river. 

14.  Whitk.  North-central  Joins  Pottinger  and  Baiadine  counties. 
Is  situated  in  the  Liverpool  Plains,  and  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Peel  river. 

15.  WiNDnxB.  South-west,  €m  South  Australian  boundary, 
and  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Darling  river. 

16.  WnnrARD.  South.  Joins  Mitchell  and  Bucdeuch  counties. 
Bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Murrumbidgee  river,  and  south 
by  the  Tumberumba  range.    Chief  town,  Wagga  Wagga. 

17.  Yaistda.  Korth-west  Joins  Cooper  and  Bankin  counties,  and 
is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Dariing  river. 

18.  Yonira.  West  Joins  Livingstone  and  Werunda  counties,  and 
situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Darling  river,  about  200 
miles  from  its  mouth. 


coLomr  OF  new  south  walm.  155 

8.  CiiieB  and  Tovma. 
Stonit,  the  capital  of  Nenr  South  Wales,  Dtnitted  on  Pott 
Jtckson,  in  latitude  24°  S.,  and  151"  EL  longitnde,  is  the  oldnt  city 
of  Aiutralia.  It  u  well  built,  with  fine  broad  Btieeta  snd  imposing 
public  buildings,  which,  combined  with  its  commanding  sitnation  cm 
t  tpleudid  hatbouT,  has  gained  for  it  the  appellation  oi  "  The  Qoeen 
of  the  South." 


Including  the  BubarbB,SydnernowcontainB»bonta20,000inhabi- 
linta;  the  dty  proper  containiag  100,000.  Ita  corporation  eipenda 
£iOO,000  a  year.  It  has  two  fine  cathedrals,  an  extenaive  nniver- 
Qt7,  a  grand  postnafBce,  and  other  handsome  public  buildinga.  It 
bi  ilso  six  parks,  and  extenrive  botanic  gardens.  The  harbour  of 
Port  Jackaon  contains  nine  square  miles  ;  but,  owing  to  its  numeroua 
UjB,  coves,  and  inlet^  the  coast-line  is  fifty-four  miles  in  length. 
S^ey  harbour  is  protected  by  five  powerful  forta,  well  armed  with 
beayy  Armstrong  guns. 

Sydney  now  consisti  of  three  distinct  districts  ! — The  Old  City, 
in  which  ate  Geo^e  Street,  Pitt  Street,  and  others  named  after  the 
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early  governors,  Macqnariey  King,  Bligb,  Hnnter,  and  Phillip.  Here 
are  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  the  Treasury  buildings,  and  GoTern- 
ment  House,  with  its  park  and  botanic  gardens.  To  the  south  is 
the  town  of  Wooloomooloo,  almost  as  extensive  as  Sydney  itself,  and 
forming  its  fashionable  quarter*  More  distant  is  the  *^  North  Shoie," 
reached  by  steam  feny  from  Sydney  cove  in  ten  minutes.  Mr. 
Anthony  TroUope  teUs  us  that  Sydney  is  less  regular  and  more 
picturesque  than  most  other  new  cities  in  Australia  and  America.  I 
The  streets  occasionally  converge,  and  bend,  and  wind  about,  bo  as 
to  give  intricacy  and  variety.  The  presence  of  the  sea  in  numerous 
bays  and  coves,  the  jutting  promontories,  and  the  beautiful  gardens, 
add  further  to  its  variety  and  beauty*  The  walks  immediately 
around  the  city  are  unsurpassed  for  picturesqueness,  wlule  the 
public  gardens  probably  excel  any  in  the  world  owing  to  their 
combination  of  sea  and  land,  hill  and  valley,  rock  and  wood  and 
grassy  slopes,  with  a  climate  that  permits  all  the  beautiful  forms  of 
vegetation  both  of  tropical  and  temperate  zones  to  luxuriate  side  by 
side. 

The  other  important  buildings  of  Sydney  are — the  large  snd 
handsome  Town  Hall,  the  Museum,  and  the  Ridlway  Station  ;  while 
there  are  three  theatres,  many  handsome  banks,  the  Exchange,  and 
numbers  of  magnificent  private  houses. 

The  parks  consist  of — ^Hyde  Park,  an  open  treeless  plateau  in 
the  centre  of  the  city ;  the  Domain,  a  fine  expanse  of  138  acres 
of  park  land,  on  the  north-east  side  of  Sydney  ;  the  Botanical 
Gardens,  38  acres  in  extent,  exceedingly  rich  and  beautifuL  More 
recently  formed  are  Prince  Alfred  Park,  18  acres  ;  Belmore  Park, 
10  acres  ;  and  a  tract  of  600  acres  on  the  south-east,  named  Moor 
Park,  adjoining  which  is  the  metropolitan  race-course. 

Besides  Sydney,  New  South  Wiles  only  possesses  two  towns  with 
more  than  10,000  inhabitants — Maitland,  situated  on  the  Hunter 
River,  about  20  miles  from  the  sea,  and  Newcastle  at  its  mouth. 
The  Hunter  is  subject  to  great  floods,  which  have  often  done  enor- 
mous damage  to  this  town  ;  yet  to  these  same  floods  it  owes  much 
of  its  prosperity,  the  alluvial  flats  which  fringe  the  river  being  among 
the  most  productive  soils  in  the  world.  In  favourable  seasons 
they  yield  such  prodigious  crops  that  this  district  is  called  "  the 
Granary  of  New  South  Wales."  The  town  is  divided  into  two  dis- 
tinct municipalities,  East  and  West  Maitland.  It  contains  tobacco 
and  boot  factories,  many  extensive  warehouses,  and  good  public 
buildings.  In  the  vicinity  grapes  are  largely  cultivated,  the  annual 
produce  of  wine  being  200,000  gallons. 

Newoastlb  is  the  principal  shipping  port  of  the  northern  coast. 
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the  amonnt  of  its  tonnage  nearly  equalling  that  of  Sydney.  It  is 
situated  at  tlie  month  of  the  river  Hunter,  and  receives  all  the 
coal  as  well  as  the  varied  agricultural  produce  of  the  rich  Hunter 
£iver  district.  The  town  is  well  laid  out,  and  is  situated  chiefly 
on  high  ground,  although  so  near  the  sea.  Its  population, 
inclading  the  seamen  of  the  shipping,  is  not  much  short  of 
16,000,  and  the  rateable  value  of  its  land  and  house  property 
is  £1,136,000. 

Pabrakatta  is,  next  to  Sydney,  the  oldest  town  in  the  colony. 
It  is  dtoated  on  the  Farramatta  River,  which  is  really  an  extension  of 
Port  Jackson,  and  it  is  only  14  miles  west  of  Sydney,  with  which  it 
is  in  constant  communication  by  steamers  and  railway.  It  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  picturesque  and  fertile  district^  and  has  many  fine  public 
buildings,  as  well  as  a  beautiful  park,  in  which  are  some  of  the 
largest  oaks  in  Australia.  The  district  around  is  mostly  devoted 
to  fniit-growing,  the  orchards  and  orangeries  of  Farramatta  having 
almost  a  world-wide  reputation.  The  rateable  property  is  valued 
at  £235,000.  It  has  57  miles  of  streets,  and  over  8000  inhabi- 
tants. 

Bathubst  is  the  principal  town  to  the  west  of  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains. It  is  situated  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Macquarie  River  (a 
tributaiy  of  the  Darling)  not  far  from  its  sources,  and  is  at  an 
elevation  of  2330  feet  above  the  sea,  and  surrounded  by  a  fine  hilly 
country.  It  is  laid  out  symmetrically,  with  wide  streets  crossing 
each  other  at  right  angles.  It  has  a  railroad  direct  to  Sydney, 
from  which  it  is  distant  122  miles.  The  country  around  it  is  agri- 
eokural  and  pastoral,  and  is  especially  adapted  to  the  production  of 
vheat  and  other  cereals.  There  are  several  gold-fields  within  a 
itdius  of  30  miles  from  Bathurst,  but  none  in  its  immediate  vicinity. 
The  population  is  between  7000  and  8000.  It  possesses  lave  flour 
miUs,  and  several  tanneries^  and  other  laige  manufactories  of  soap, 
candles,  glue,  and  boots  and  shoes. 


The  following  list  of  the  more  important  country 
towns  of  the  colony  is  abridged  from  Gordon  and  Gotch's 
AugtrcMan  Almanac  for  1882  :— - 

Albuby,  an  important  town  on  the  confines  of  New  South 
Wales  and  Victoria,  in  the  county  of  Qoulbum,  and  situated  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Murray,  over  which  there  is  a  bridge.  Its  popu- 
latioii  is  about  5700.  The  district  round  is  agricultural  and  quartz- 
Eiining.    Grapes  and  tobacco  are  largely  grown,  the  Albury  wines 
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liaving  acquired  a  reputation.  Fzom  the  opposite  bank  of  tiie  rirer 
there  is  a  nulway  to  Melboumey  and  the  town  will  soon  have  direct 
lailwaj  oammnnication  with  Sydney,  from  which  it  ia  diataat  351 
milea 

Abiodaijb  is  sitnated  on  the  main  northem  road,  313  miles 
north  of  Sydney.  It  is  in  the  county  of  Sandon,  in  the  district  of 
New  England,  and  has  a  population  of  about  2600.  The  district 
around  is  pastoral  and  agricultural,  with  some  alluvial  gold-diggings. 
The  scenery  is  mountainous,  rugged,  and  picturesque. 

AsHFiELD  is  a  small  town  of  about  1 700  inhabitanti^  situated 
five  miles  west  of  Sydney  on  the  railway,  and  almost  forms  a 
suburb  to  the  capitaL 

Bourke  is  a  remote  town,  situated  far  in  the  interior  on  the 
Darling  River,  576  miles  north-west  of  Sydney.  Its  population  is 
about  deven  hundred,  but  it  is  increasing.  During  part  of  the  year 
it  has  communication  by  river  steamers  with  Adelaide.  The  di^ 
trict  around  is  mainly  occupied  by  sheep  and  cattle  stations,  and 
suffers  much  from  drought.  Rich  copper  ore  has  recently  been 
discovered  here,  and  is  now  being  worked. 

Braidwood  is  a  small  town  of  about  1200  inhabitants,  situated 
in  the  southern  part  of  SL  Vincent  county,  on  the  eastern  slopes  of 
the  Gourock  range,  at  an  elevation  of  3357  feet  above  the  sea.  It 
is  the  principal  town  of  the  southern  gold-fields,  many  of  which  are 
situated  within  a  radius  of  20  miles.  The  country  also  produces 
large  crops  of  wheat 

DsNiLiQum,  a  town  of  about  3000  inhabitants,  is  sitaated  in 
the  county  of  Townsend,  and  is  488  miles  south-west  from  Sydney. 
It  is  connected  with  Ediuca  in  Victoria  by  railway,  and  has  easy 
communication  with  Melbourne.  It  is  the  centre  of  a  great  sheep 
and  cattle  district,  the  country  around  consisting  of  vast  grassy 
plains  often  not  suitable  for  cultivation. 

DuBBO  is  a  town  of  about  1 200  inhabitants,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  226  miles  north-west  of  Sydney.  It  is  situated  on  the 
Macquarie  River,  over  which  there  is  a  fine  bridge.  The  country 
around  is  pastoral  and  agricultural,  with  a  few  gold  mines. 

Forbes,  a  town  of  about  1500  inhabitants,  in  the  county  of  the 
same  name,  is  situated  240  miles  west  of  Sydney  on  the  Lachlan 
River.  It  was  formerly  celebrated  for  its  gold  mines,  but  is  now 
chiefly  occupied  with  agriculture  and  commerce,  being  adran- 
tageously  situated  between  the  chief  northem  and  southern  markets. 

Qlen  Iinnss  is  pleasantly  situated  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  at  an 
elevation  of  3700  feet  above  the  sea-leveL  It  is  in  the  county  of 
Gough,  373  miles  K.N.W.  of  Sydney,  and  has  about  1000  inhabit- 
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ants.  Tlie  dktziet  axoimd  is  pastonl  and  agricultnnd,  hat  tlieie 
ufiome  minuig,  and  tia  existB  in  the  neighbourhood.  It  u  in  a 
gnaite  distnct,  and  has  a  lach  aoil,  well  adapted  to  the  caltiTation 
ofcereala. 

QoTJhBOtas  is  a  dty;  and  the  principal  depdt  of  the  eouthem 
inland  tndcL  It  is  in  the  county  of  Aigyle,  and  mtnated  at  an 
elevation  of  SI 29  feet  aJbove  the  aea-level^  and  1 34  miles  south-vest 
from  Sydn^,  with  which  there  is  direct  oommunieation  by  the 
Gieat  Southern  Bailwaj.  The  population  inl  88 1  was  6844.  There 
aie  some  gold-fields  in  the  neighbourhood,  though  of  little  impor- 
tance, and  copper  is  also  worked ;  but  the  city  chiefly  depends  on 
the  agricnltore  of  the  district,  wheat  and  other  valuable  products 
being  laxgdj  grown.  Gonlbum  is  well  laid  out,  and  has  many 
&od  public  buildings,  comparing  fkvourably  in  this  respect  with  any 
other  town  in  the  colony. 

Qeafton  is  %  small  city,  containing  7850  inhabitants,  situated 
in  Clarence  county,  on  the  riTer  of  the  same  name,  45  miles  from 
the  aea,  and  350  miles  N3]^.E.  of  Sydney,  with  whidi  it  has  regular 
stetmsfaip  communication  twice  a  wedc  The  lowlands  of  the 
Clarence  fiiver  are  yery  rich,  producing  many  tropical  products,  such 
tf  maize,  tobacco,  and  sugar-cane,  all  of  which  are  rery  extensively 
grown,  though  the  crops  are  sometimes  injured,  or  even  totally  de- 
stroyed, by  floods.  There  are  rich  gold-fields  on  the  Upper  Clarence, 
and  there  is  also  abundance  of  tin,  and  some  copper  and  antimony. 
The  ceLebrated  meat-preserving  works  at  Ramomie  are  situated  on 
the  Onum  Biver  a  few  miles  west  of  Qrafton. 

OaxximBLL  is  a  town  with  about  1300  people,  in  the  county  of 
Houteagle,  233  miles  due  west  of  Sydney.  It  was  originally  a 
gold-field  town,  and  gold-mining  is  still  extensively  carried  on  in  the 
qnaitz  iBefa  that  abound  in  the  neighbourhood.  One  of  the  shafts 
ii  700  feet  deep.  The  town  now  depends,  however,  chiefly  on 
tgneoltiire,  the  soil  being  rich,  and  well  suited  for  vines,  fruit  trees, 
and  cereal  products,  all  of  which  are  largely  grown,  and  rapidly 


Gu2n>A0Ai  is  a  small  town  of  about  1000  inhabitants,  in  the 
ooanty  of  Clarendon,  and  situated  on  the  Murmmbidgee  Biver, 
S45  miles  south-west  of  Sydney.  The  river  is  navigable  by 
steamers  as  fisr  as  this  place,  and  it  is  here  crossed  by  a  fine  bridge 
uid  viaduct,  five-eighths  of  a  mile  long,  which  cost  j£38,000.  The 
liver  flats  are  subject  to  floods,  and  the  original  town  was  washed 
iviY  in  1852,  when  many  lives  were  lost  It  is  now  built  at  a 
tidier  level  There  are  some  gold  and  copper  mines  in  the  vicinity, 
iad  there  is  also  a  considerable  amount  of  agriculture,  wheat,  maixe 
uid  tobacco  being  largely  grown. 
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'HjLMJLtoVf  a  town  on  the  Qreat  Northern  Bailway,  77  inil«9 
north  of  Sydney.  It  has  about  2000  inhabitants,  and  is  chiefly 
remarkable  for  its  patent  fuel  works,  which  utilise  the  small  coal 
from  the  mines,  forming  it  into  egg-shaped  blocks  at  the  rate  of  60 
tons  a  day.     (Not  shown  on  any  map,  but  must  be  near  Newcastle.) 

Hat,  in  the  Biyerina  district,  and  county  of  Waiadjery,  460 
miles  south-west  of  Sydney,  is  a  small  town  of  about  1000  inhabit- 
anta  It  is  situated  on  the  Murrumbidgee  Biyer,  which  is  here 
crossed  by  a  fine  iron  swing-bzidge,  so  as  not  to  stop  the  nayigation. 
The  surrounding  country  is  pastoral,  and  is  wholly  taken  up  by  sheep 
and  cattle  stations. 

HoMB  Rule,  in  the  county  of  Phillip,  486  miles  west  of  Sydney, 
is  a  small  town  with  a  population  of  about  1000,  situated  in  a 
mineral  and  grazing  district  Much  wool  is  produced,  and  gold- 
mining  is  largely  carried  on. 

KsMFSBT,  an  agricultural  town  on  the  Madeay  Biyer,  in  tiie 
county  of  Dudley,  and  280  miles  NJS.  of  Sydney.  Maiie  is  the 
staple  product,  but  some  sugar  is  also  produced. 

Ktama,  a  seaport  town  in  the  county  of  Camden,  and  90  miles 
south  of  Sydney,  with  a  population  of  about  1500  persons.  It  ha£ 
a  large  export  trade  in  butter,  eggs,  aikd  poultry,  and  produces  also 
maize,  wheat,  and  barley.  There  is  also  good  coal  and  iron  in  the 
district 

Ltthoow  is  a  nsing  town  on  the  Qreat  Western  Railway,  at  the 
base  of  the  Blue  Mountains,  in  Cook  county,  and  96  miles  west 
of  Sydney.  It  has  numerous  collieries,  ironworks,  and  foundries, 
as  well  as  copper- smelting  works,  brick-making,  and  terra  cotUi 
workflL     It  has  a  population  of  about  3000  persons. 

LryBRPOOL,  one  of  the  earliest  settlements  of  the  colony,  is 
situated  on  the  G(eorge's  Riyer,  22  miles  south  of  Sydney,  and  on 
the  Qreat  Southern  Railway.  Its  population  is  about  2000,  and  it 
is  surrounded  by  an  agricultural  district  in  which  dairy  farms  pre- 
dominate.    There  are  also  extensiye  paper-mills^ 

Morpeth,  a  thriying  town  situated  at  the  head  of  the  nayigation 
of  the  riyer  Hunter,  three  miles  from  Maitland,  in  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  and  95  miles  north  from  Sydney.  There  are 
many  coal  mines  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the  rich  riyer>flats 
yield  maize,  sugar-cane,  and  other  products.  The  population  is 
about  1280  persons.     There  is  a  branch  railway  to  Maitland. 

MunoEB  is  an  important  mining  town  in  Wellington  county, 
on  the  Cudjegong  Biyer  153  miles  north-west  of  Sydney.  It  is  in 
the  centre  of  a  rich  gold  district  both  alluyial  and  quartz-reefs^  the 
latter  being  practically  inexhaustible.    There  is  also  a  laige  biesdth 
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of  land  under  ciiltiyation,  wheat,  maue,  barley,  and  oats,  being  the 
principal  crops.     The  population  is  about  1800. 

MuBWELLBBOOK  is  a  Small  town,  with  a  population  of  1445 
persons^  situated  in  Durham  county  on  a  branch  of  the  Hunter 
River,  and  on  the  Northern  Railway,  55  miles  from  Maitland,  and 
150  miles  north-west  of  Sydney.  The  chief  productions  of  the 
sorrounding  district  are  wheat  and  maize,  with  some  tobacco,  sugar, 
and  wine. 

Obanos  is  a  town  situated  in  the  counties  of  Wellington  and 
BathuTst,  at  an  elevation  of  2890  feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  198 
miles  by  railway  west  of  Sydney.  It  is  a  great  business  place  in 
the  centre  of  a  wheat-producing  district,  and  has  a  population  of 
about  3500  persons.  The  chief  products  are  wheat,  maize,  barley, 
oats,  and  potatoes,  and  there  are  many  large  flour-mills,  which  grind 
250,000  bushels  of  wheat  per  annum.  There  are  also  important 
gold-fields  in  the  neighbourhood,  among  which  are  the  Ovens^  once 
10  celebrated*     Copper  also  abounds. 

Pabkxb  is  a  new,  thriving  town  in  the  Billabong  gold-field, 
dtoated  in  the  county  of  Ashbumham,  883  miles  west  of  Sydney. 
Its  population  is  nearly  3000,  owing  to  its  being  in  the  centre  of 
ooe  of  the  best  gold  districts  in  the  colony. 

QuEANBXTAN  is  a  smaU  town  of  about  700  inhabitants,  in  the 
county  of  Muiray,  190  miles  south-west  of  Sydney.  It  is  picture 
esquely  situated  in  a  pastoral  and  agricultural  district,  producing 
abondance  of  wheat,  maize,  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes.  There  are 
also  valuable  deposits  of  copper,  aiiLver,  lead,  iron,  and  gold,  in  the 
mnity,  but  they  are  not  yet  extensively  worked. 

BiCHMOMi)  is  situated  in  the  coun^  of  Cumberland,  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  Hawkesbury  River,  and  38  miles  north-west 
from  Sydney,  and  contains  1065  inhabitants.  It  is  in  a  rich  agri- 
ealtaral  district,  producing  both  cereal  crops  and  sugar. 

SiNOLBTON  is  a  town  of  8880  inhabitants,  in  the  county  of 
Northuiliberland,  situated  on  the  Hunter  River,  30  miles  nordi  of 
Maitland,  and  183  miles  north-west  of  Sydney.  It  is  a  place  of 
eoDsidenible  trade,  the  surrounding  district  being  rich  in  agricultural 
pn>duGts,  the  country  being  flat  alluvial  land  of  a  very  fertile 
character,  though,  as  is  so  often  the  case  in  Australia,  subject  to 
levere  inundations. 

Tamwobth  is  a  town  of  4000  inhabitants,  situated  on  the  Peel 
and  Cockbum  rivers,  on  the  borders  of  Inglis  and  Parry  counties,  851 
miles  north  of  Sydney,  and  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  extension  of 
the  Qreat  Northern  Railway.  It  is  built  on  low  ground,  surrounded 
bj  a  range  of  undulating  hills,  in  the  midst  of  a  ^e  pastoral, 
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agricultiiral,  and  mining  district  Wlieat  is  largely  grown,  and  the 
district  contains  over  a  million  of  sheep.  There  axe  seTeial  im- 
portant gold-fields  at  distances  of  30  to  60  miles. 

Waooa  Wagga  is  a  town  of  4500  population,  situated  in  the 
county  of  Wynjard,  on  the  south  bank  of  tlie  Murrumbidgee,  about 
midway  between  Sydney  and  Melbourne,  and  distant  from  the 
former  about  315  miles  by  railway.  It  does  a  large  business  with  the 
surrounding  districts,  which  are  principally  pastoral.  Cereals,  how- 
ever, are  grown  to  some  extent^  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  wine 
is  manufactured. 

Wallsend  is  a  coal-mining  town,  eight  miles  from  Newcastle,  in 
the  county  of  Northumberland,  and,  with  the  adjoining  villsgea, 
has  a  population  of  about  5000  inhabitants.  The  town  is  rapidly 
increasing,  the  output  of  the  mines  being  more  than  2000  tons 
a  day. 

WnmsoB  is  a  town  of  about  1800  inhabitants,  situated  in  the 
county  of  Cumberland,  on  the  Hawkesbury  River,  35  miles  north- 
west of  Sydney.    It  is  seated  on  a  hill,  but  surroimded  by  lowlands, 
which  are  occasionally  devastated  by  floods,  though  of  unrivalled 
'fertility,  often  producing  100  bushels  of  maize  to  ti^e  acre. 

WoLLONGOXO  is  a  seaport  town  in  the  district  of  Dlawarra  and 
county  of  Camden,  64  miles  south  of  Sydney.  It  has  1650  in- 
habitants. There  are  productive  gold-fields  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
country  is  also  rich  in  dairy  produce.  A  valuable  deposit  of  shale 
produces  kerosene  oil,  of  which  1500  gallons  are  manufactured 
weekly.  About  200,000  tons  of  coal  were  raised  in  1876.  Iron 
ore  and  limestone  also  occur  in  the  neighbourhood.  A  breakwater 
and  lighthouse  have  been  built,  and  a  basin  formed,  so  that  the 
harbour  is  greatly  improved. 

Yass  is  an  important  and  growing  town,  situated  in  the  county 
of  King,  180  miles  south-west  of  Sydney,  on  the  Yass  River,  a 
tributary  of  the  Murrumbidgee,  and  on  the  line  of  the  Great 
Southern  Railway.  The  population  is  about  1200.  The  surround- 
ing country  is  rich  in  copper,  silver,  and  lead  ore,  but  these  are  not 
yet  developed,  and  the  district  now  depends  mainly  on  agriculture, 
the  principal  crops  being  wheat,  maize,  barley,  oats,  and  potatoes. 
The  geological  formation  of  the  district  is  granite,  limestone,  and 
slate. 

YouNO,  a  rising  town  in  Monteagle  county,  250  miles  south- 
west of  Sydney.  The  gold-fields  in  the  neighbourhood,  to  which 
the  town  owes  its  origin,  aro  now  less  important  than  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  the  district  Wheat  is  largely  grown,  and 
some  wine  is  made,  while  fresh  land  is  constantly  being  brought 
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into  coltiyatiaiL    The  popnlatioii  is  now  about  1400,  and  is  xapidly 
inczeasingi 


9.  Oovemmmt,  Pvblie  InsiittUions,  Education,  etc 

The  GroverDment  of  N'ew  South  Wales  consiBts  of  a 
Governor  nominated  by  the  Crown,  and  a  Parliament 
oonsisting  of  two  houses,  called  respectively  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  the  Legislative  Assembly.  The  Legis- 
lative Conncil  consists  of  36  members  nominated  by 
the  Crown  for  life;  and  the  Assembly  of  73  members 
dected  by  sixty-one  constituencies^  one  of  which  is  the 
umveisity.  The  Assembly  is  chosen  by  univeisal  sufirage 
ind  by  ballot,  and  there  is  no  property  qualification  for 
membeis.  Parliaments  are  trienniaL  Lnperial  laws  have 
effect  in  the  colony,  xmless  superseded  by  local  Acts.  All 
enactments  require  the  sanction  of  the  Queen  before 
becoming  legal  The  executive  consists  of  the  Governor 
uid  a  Council  of  six  ministers. 

Justice  is  administered  by  means  of  a  Supreme  Court, 
District  Courts,  Courts  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  Courts 
of  Petty  Sessions.  There  are  four  Judges  and  six  Dis- 
trict Court  Judges^  besides  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

State  aid  is  granted  to  all  religious  denominations  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  their  members.  Those  which 
ictnaUy  receive  such  aid  are  the  Church  of.  England,  the 
Presbyterians,  the  Wesleyans^  and  the  Soman  Catholics, 
The  received  among  them  from  the  State  funds,  in  1881, 
iesum  of  £15,049. 
I  Until  1880  the  educational  system  comprised  the 
public  schools,  the  grammar  schools,  the  university  and 
b  affiliated  colleges.     In  May  1880  a  new  Public  In-  v 

^tmction  Act  came  into  operation,  under  which  the  follow- 
^  classes  of  schools  are  established 

(I.)  Public  schools  for  primary  education  without  seo- 
^irian  or  class  distinction. 
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(II.)  Saperior  public  scliools  in  towns  and  popular 
districts  for  higher  education. 

(III.)  Evening  schools  for  the  instruction  of  persons 
who  have  not  received  primary  education, 

(lY.)  High  schools  for  boys  to  complete  the  public 
school  education  and  to  prepare  students  for  the  uni- 
versity. 

(V.)  High  schools  for  girls. 

The  fees  are  not  to  exceed  three  pence  per  child 
weekly,  or  one  shilling  per  family,  and  free  railway  passes 
are  to  be  issued  to  children  to  attend  schools  at  a  distance. 
Attendcmce  between  the  ages  of  six  and  fourteen  is  com- 
pulsory. 

On  January  1st  1881  the  number  of  educational 
establishments  in  the  colony  was  1910,  with  86,962 
boys  and  82,479  girls  under  instruction. 

Schools  of  art,  free  libxaries,  mechanics'  institutions, 
museums,  and  botanic  gardens,  are  also  liberally  assisted 
or  supported  by  the  State. 
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CHAPTEE  Vm. 

•        THE  COLONY  OF  VICTOEIA. 

1.  Origin,  Oeoffraphical  Limits,  and  Area. 

,  once  called  Australia  Felix  from  its  beauty  and 
7,  though  the  smallest  of  the  Australian  colonies,, 
most  populous  and  the  most  wealthy,  and  there- 
ell  deserves  to  take  the  first  rank  after  the  parent 
New  South  Wales,  from  which  it  was  separated 
y  1,  1851. 

ictoria  is  somewhat  smaller  than  Great  Britain 
g  an  area  of  87,884  square  miles.  It  lies  between 
mits  of  34""  and  SQ"*  south  latitude,  and  between  the 
ions  of  141^  and  150^  east  longitude :  thus  forming 
lost  southern  portion  of  the  continent  Its  form  is 
dy  triangular,  the  western  side  being  260  miles 
and  the  length  from  this  base  to  the  eastern  point 
nules.  It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  South  Australia, 
boundary  being  the  141st.  meridian.  On  the  north 
bounded  by  New  South  Wales,  the  dividing  line 
the  Murray  Biver  to  one  of  its  sources  at  Forest 
thence  in  a  straight  line  to  Gape  Howe.  On  the 
it  is  bounded  by  the  ocean,  and  the  coast-line  is 
,ted  to  have  a  length  of  600  miles. 

2.  Physical  Features. 

le  surface  of  this  colony  is  even  more  diversified 
I  less  easy  to  describe  than  that  of  New  South  Wales. 
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A  broad  and  iiregolar  range  of  mountains  runs  througli 
the  colony  from  east  to  west,  dividing  it  into  two  nnequal 
parts,  all  the  truly  Yictorian  hvers  having  their  sources 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  watershed  and  flowing  to  the 
sea,  while  those  rising  on  the  northern  slopes  all  empty 
themselves  into  the  Murray.  The  eastern  and  loftiest 
portion  of  the  mountain  range  is  known  as  the  Australian 
Alps,  while  its  extension  westwards  is  termed  the  Dividing 
Sange.  Farther  west  it  is  called  the  Pyrenees,  some  of 
whose  peaks  are  incongruously  named  Ben  Nevis  and 
Mount  Ararat  Beyond  these  the  range  turns  northward 
and  forms  the  Grampians,  whose  principal  peak.  Mount 
William,  is  5600  feet  higL  The  highest  part  of  the 
Australian  Alps  in  Victoria  is  Mount  Bogong  (6508  feet), 
forming  part  of  a  northerly  spur  between  the  Mitta-mitta 
and  Ovens  Bivers,  and  about  50  miles  west  of  the  New 
South  Wales  boundary.  Farther  west  a  few  peaks  rise 
above  6000  feet  All  along  the  main  chain  are  many 
northern  and  southern  spurs  and  short  ranges,  as  well  as 
a  number  of  outlying  peaks  and  mountains  often  extend- 
ing to  a  width  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  miles.  In  the  central 
part  of  the  Dividing  Bange  the  hills  vary  from  2000  to 
3500  feet,  while  both  here,  and  more  especially  in  the 
country  west  of  Melbourne,  are  hundreds  of  volcanic 
mountains,  some  with  very  perfect  cones  and  craters. 
There  is  no  connected  system  of  coast-ranges.  To  the 
east  are  the  Wanderer  Hills,  entering  the  colony  from 
New  South  Wales.  The  Strzelecki  Bange  crosses  the 
southern  promontory;  while  another  crosses  the  south- 
western promontoiy  and  terminates  at  Moonlight  Head- 
land, a  little  north-west  of  Gape  Otway. 

The  larger  portion  of  Victoria  is  mountainous  or  hilly, 
and  it  is  only  in  the  north-western  portion  that  we  meet 
with  plains  at  all  equal  in  extent  to  those  of  New  South 
Wales.     This  is  the  Wimmera  district,  extending  from 
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tiie  Pyrenees  and  Grampians  to  the  Murray,  and  covering 
an  area  of  more  than  20,000  miles.  Here  are  vast  sandy 
and  sparsely  grassed  plains  intersected  with-  belts  of 
''myall  scrub"  and  forests  of  Casuarina,  Banksia,  and 
Eucalyptus.  Occasionally  patches  of  land  occur  suitable 
for  agriculture,  but  by  far  the  larger  portion  is  only  suited 
for  pasture.  In  some  parts  there  are  extensive  swamps, 
and  the  whole  district  is  liable  to  severe  droughts,  so 
that  water  has  to  be  obtained  by  means  of  wells  from 
80  to  140  feet  deep. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Murray,  Victoria  has  few 

navigable  rivers.     In  winter  these  rivers  become  angry 

torrents,  carrying  devastation  over  much  fertile  country. 

During  the  summer  heats  many  of  them  dwindle  down 

to  small  streams  or  to  detached  pools  of  water,  while 

some  entirely  dry  up  in  exceptionally  diy  seaaons,  bring- 

ing  terrible  loss  to  the  stock-owners,  whose  cattle  die  by 

thousands  from  want  of  water.     The  principal  rivers  in 

the  order  of   their  length  are — the  Murray,  the  chief 

sources  of  which  are  in  the  colony,  and  whose  main 

stream  bounds  it  for  a  distance  of  nearly  600  miles,  its 

total  length  measured  along  its  course  being  1400  miles ; 

the  Goulbum,  230  miles  long,  a  tributary  of  the  Murray, 

haying  its  source  in  the  great  Dividing  Bange  to  the 

north-east  of  Melbourne;  the  Glenelg,  205  miles  long, 

rising  in  the  Grampians,  and  flowing  in  a  westerly  and 

southerly  direction  to  the  sea  at  the  south-west  comer  of 

the  colony;  the  Loddon,  150  miles  long,  has  its  sources 

in  the  Dividing  Bange  north-west  of  Melbourne,  and  flows 

nearly  due  north  to  the  Murray ;  the  Wimmera  has  its 

sources  in  the  Pyrenees  and  Grampians,  and,   flowing 

northward,  loses  itself  in  salt  lakes  and  arid  plains  before 

reaching  the  Murray;  the  Avoca,  130  miles  long,  rises 

on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  Pjrrenees,  and  also  terminates 

in  swamps  and  lakes ;  the  Hopkins,  110  miles  long,  rises 
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in  the  Pjrrenees  and  flows  southward  to  the  ocean ;  the 
Ovens,  100  miles  long,  rises  in  the  Australian  Alps,  near 
Mounts  Smyth  and  Selwyn,  and  flows  in  a  north-west 
direction  to  the  Murray;  and  the  Yaira-yarra,  90  miles 
long,  which  rises  among  the  southern  spurs  of  the  Dividing 
Bange,  and,  flowing  west,  enters  the  bay  of  Port  Phillip 
at  Melbourne. 

There  are  numerous  lakes  in  Victoria,  but  many  are 
saline,  and  some  are  depressions  near  the  shore,  only 
separated  from  the  ocean  by  sandbanks.  A  few  are 
formed  in  ancient  crateis.  The  lakes  of  the  Wimmera 
district  are  mostly  salt — as  Lake  Hindmarsh  which  covers 
more  than  25,000  acres.  Lake  Burrumbeet,  near  Ballarat, 
and  some  others  among  the  mountains,  may  be  true 
alpine  lakes,  but  these  interesting  geographical  features 
have  not  been  sufficiently  examined. 

The  scenery  of  Victoria  is  diversified  and  pleasing. 
The  hills  and  mountains  are  mostly  clothed  with  dense 
forests ;  and  the  ranges  of  the  Australian  Alps  offer 
much  grand  mountain  scenery.  Again,  in  the  west,  the 
Pyrenees  and  Grampians  are  very  picturesque,  and  some 
of  the  rivers  are  broken  by  waterfalls  of  great  beauty. 
The  whole  country  from  Melbourne  westward  is  exceed- 
ingly rich  in  soil  and  varied  and  beautiful  in  sceneiy. 
Here  there  is  an  additional  charm  in  the  numerous 
extinct  volcanoes  which  occur  in  extraordinary  numbers. 
In  many  instances  the  craters  are  perfectly  defined,  leav- 
ing not  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  their  former  character. 
In  general  they  appear  as  isolated  cones,  such  as  Mounts 
Elephant,  Eles,  Napier,  and  others,  standing  out  conspi- 
cuously fi'om  the  surroimding  level ;  in  others,  as  the 
Warrion  Hills,  between  the  lakes  Colac  and  Corangamite, 
they  assume  the  form  of  a  small  chain  comprising  about 
a  dozen  volcanic  hills.  Within  and  around  the  craters 
are  strewed  rocks  of  pumice  and  lava;  and  the  lower 
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part  is  often  occupied  by  a  small  lake,  sometimes  of  firesh 
water,  at  others  of  salt,  or  nauseous  to  the  taste  and 
smeU,  as  from  the  presence  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 
This  fine  country  is  also  variegated  with  salt  lakes  and 
lagoons,  some  of  which,  by  their  circular  form,  their 
peculiar  mineral  water,  and  a  sort  of  escarpment  around 
them,  have  the  appearance  of  craters,  although  not  in  the 
customary  form  of  cones.  Luxuriance  of  vegetation 
everywhere  accompanies  the  volcanic  deposits,  to  such  an 
extent  as  sometimes  to  be  injurious  to  the  animals  that 
feed  on  it  As  Mr.  Westgarth  well  remarks — ''  The 
picture  of  the  past,  called  up  by  geological  science,  con- 
trasts strikingly  with  the  present  scenery.  The  most 
violent  commotions  of  nature  have  been  succeeded  by  the 
opposite  extreme  of  tranquillity.  Sheep  fat  for  the  sham- 
bles the  whole  year  round,  horses  in  the  highest  spirit 
and  condition,  oxen  half  a  ton  in  weight,  sport  over  the 
verdant  grass  supported  by  the  deep  soil  now  covering  the 
once  livid  rocks  that  were  vomited  over  the  country/'^ 

Mr.  Howitt  also,  in  his  Tvx)  Tears  in  Victoria, 
speaks  of  the  rich  black  volcanic  earth  and  the  greenness 
of  the  luxuriant  vegetation  in  the  countiy  between  Bal- 
larat  and  Geelong,  and  westward  to  the  Glenelg  River. 
He  describes  the  upper  valley  of  the  Moorabool  as  being 
exceedingly  picturesque,  the  river  running  through  deep 
glens  enclosed  by  lofty  precipices  and  hung  with  fine 
forests.  For  miles  the  banks  of  the  river  display  extreme 
beauty,  winding  about  amid  noble'promontories  scattered 
with  giant  trees,  and  high  hollow  combes  as  impressive  in 
their  seclusion  as  they  were  rich  in  soiL  Here  and  there 
mounds  rise  out  of  the  bottom  of  the  valley  so  roxmded 
and  beautiful  that  one  wonders  not  to  see  them  seized 

^  Vidoriaf  late  AustrcUia  Felix ;  being  an  historical  and  descriptive 
Bccoimt  of  the  Colony  and  its  Gold  Mines.  B7  William  Westgarth,  late 
member  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  Victoria.  London,  Simpkin  and 
ilarshalL     1858. 
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Qpon  and  crowned  iriUi  picturesque  mansions.  Othen 
run  in  low  lines  across  the  valley,  looking  as  if  designed 
by  some  skilful  laodscape-gardener  to  give  effect  to 
princely  grounds,  yet  so  diaped  in  delicate  veidnre  as  D&lf 
oatore  could  drape  f^flin. 


3.  Climate,  Natwral  Miatory,  and  Geology. 

Although  Victoria  is  not  so  hot  as  New  South  Wales 
or  Qaeensland,  tbeie  is  not  much  difference  in  the  maii- 
mum  summer  temperature,  which  often  rises  to  100"  or 
even  to  108°  Fahr.  in  the  shade.  There  is,  however,  a 
considerable  amount  of  fine  dear  weather  not  oppressively 
warm,  and  except  when  the  hot  northerly  winds  blow,  the 
climate  is  exceedingly  agreeable.  In  the  lowlands  &o8t 
is  almost  unknown,  bat  in  the  moontainous  districts  it 
often  freezes  at  night,  althoagh  the  days  may  be  of  a 
Bommer  temperature.  The  mean  temperature  of  Uel- 
boome  is  58°.  The  rainfall  is  very  variable  in  different 
years.  The  mean  at  Melbourne  is  25  inches,  but  it  has 
been  bo  low  aa  14  inches  and  aa  high  as  48.  Id  the 
mountaioB,  especially  towards  the  east,  the  rainfall  is 
greater,  while  the  Wimmera  district  in  the  north-weeten 
interior  is  very  dry,  having  rarely  above  14  inches,  while 
the  soil  is  mostly  sandy  and  the  evaporation  enormom 
On  the  whole,  Victoria  has  probably  the  most  ^reeeMe 
climate  of  any  part  of  the  continent  of  Australia. 

Victoria  being  (comparatively)  so  small,  and  divided 
by  no  great  natural  barriers  from  New  South  Wales  or 
South  Australia,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  it  should 
present  many  peculiar  forms  of  animals  or  plants.  D» 
varied  surface  and  rich  soil  are,  however,  highly  &voiiiahfe 
to  v^table  and  animal  life,  and  the  special  AustraliBn 
flora  and  fauna  are  here  developed  with  great  luxuriance- 
Many  English    quadrupeds  and  birds  have  now  been 
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iDtroduced  and  become  naturalised ;  such  aa  hares,  rabbits, 
deer,  goats,  pheasants,  partridges,  quails,  white  swans, 
foreign  ducks,  thrushes,  larks,  and  other  song-birds  ; 
and  many  of  these  are  becoming  more  or  less  plentiful 
Babbits  have  increased  in  some  of  the  scrubs  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  be  a  nuisanca  Deer  may  be  found  in  some 
of  the  mountain  ranges ;  and  the  Axis  deer  of  India,  of 
which  thirty-five  were  turned  out  in  the  Wimmera  district 
a  few  yeais  since,  now  number  herds  of  some  hundreds  in 
the  ranges  of  the  Western  Grampians  and  in  many  of  the 
surrounding  mountains.  Angora  goats  have  also  been 
turned  out,  and  many  of  the  birds  have  increased  wonder- 
fully, so  that  the  sweetest  songsters  of  England  may  be 
often  heard  in  the  woods  of  this  remote  colony. 

The  southern  slopes  and  valleys  of  the  Dividing 
Bange  to  the  north-east  of  Melbourne  are  clothed  with 
magnificent  forests,  and  it  is  here  that  trees  have  been 
found  surpassing  in  height  the  famed  giant  trees  of  Cali- 
fornia. Mr.  Ferguson,  the  Inspector  of  State  Forests,  in 
an  official  report  made  in  1872,  states,  that  among  the 
various  tributaries  of  the  Watts  Biver  (a  northern  branch 
of  the  Yaira-yarra)  several  species  of  Eucalyptus  attain 
gigantic  dimensions  never  met  with  in  any  other  forests. 
There  are  large  tracts  near  the  sources  of  the  Watts  where 
the  trees  average  from  260  to  300  feet  high,  mostly 
straight  as  an  arrow  and  with  very  few  branches.  Many 
fallen  trees  measure  350  feet  in  length,  and  one  huge 
specimen,  which  lay  prostrate  across  a  stream,  was  found 
by  actual  measurement  with  a  tape  to  be  435  feet  from 
its  roots  to  where  its  trunk  had  been  broken  off  by  the 
falL  This  broken  end  was  three  feet  in  diameter,  so  that 
at  the  lowest  estimate  the  entire  tree  must  have  been 
over  500  feet  high — by  far  the  loftiest  tree  as  yet 
ascertained  to  exist  on  the  globe.  At  five  feet  from  the 
ground  it  measures  eighteen  feet  in  diameter.      The  tree 
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had  been  much  burnt,  and  the  broken  top  entirely  de- 
stroyed This  tree  was  a  Eucalyptus,  probably  of  the 
species  named  E.  dbliqua  or  E.  amygdalirui.  The  tallest 
of  the  Wellingtonias  of  California  do  not  exceed  325  feet, 
but  they  are  usually  thicker  at  the  base.  This  hiige 
fallen  tree  was  however  eighteen  feet  in  diameter  at  five 
feet  fix)m  the  ground,  smd  some  are  said  to  exceed  twenty 
feet  in  diameter,  but  these  are  rarely  more  than  300  feet 
high.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  not  only  in  height 
but  also  in  the  quantity  of  timber  in  a  single  tree,  these 
Victorian  Eucalypti  far  surpass  all  other  trees  in  the 
world. 

Geology, — ^The  geological  formation  of  Victoria  is  veiy 
varied,  and  this  helps  to  give  the  coimtry  much  of  its 
beautiful  and  romantic  scenery.  It  possesses  far  less  of 
the  barren  Tertiary  sandstone  than  the  other  colonies,  and 
a  larger  proportion  of  Palaeozoic  and  volcanic  rocks,  to 
which  it  owes  its  extreme  fertility.  The  Dividing  Range 
running  through  the  centre  of  the  country  from  east  to 
west  consists  of  granitic  and  SUurian  rocks,  which  extend 
also  to  the  Grampians  on  the  west  and  the  Australian 
Alps  on  the  east.  South  of  the  mountains  to  the  sea 
was  once  an  enormous  deposit  of  Upper  Palseozoic  oi 
Secondary  rocks,  which  have  since  been  denuded.  These 
rocks  had  a  strike  at  right  angles  to  the  mountain  range, 
and  the  beds  of  quartz  and  other  hard  rocks  now  stand 
up  in  ridges  running  north  and  south  across  the  country 
so  regularly  that  they  are  used  as  sure  guides  by  the 
wandering  bushman.  These  more  recent  deposits  seldom 
produce  much  gold,  and  it  is  owing  to  their  extensive 
denudation  that  Victoria  owes  much  of  its  aurifeioQS 
treasures.  The  mode  in  which  the  gold  occurs  has 
already  been  described  in  our  chapter  on  the  Greology  of 
Australia,  and  need  not  be  repeated  here.  Devonian 
sandstones,  slates,  and  limestones,  occur  in  Gipps  Land. 
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Secondary  rocks,  though  scanty,  occur  in  the  Cape  Otway 
country,  and  in  the  region  east  of  Western  Port,  as  well 
as  in  the  Wannon  district  east  of  the  Glenelg  Biver. 
These  regions  are  poor,  and  are  either  uninhabited  or 
pastoral  Goal  is  foui^d  at  Cape  Otway  and  Western 
Port,  but  it  is  not  of  great  value,  being  of  Mesozoic  age. 

Tertiary  deposits  cover  one-third  of  the  surface  of  the 
colony.  Hie  calcareous  or  desert  sandstone  of  Pliocene 
age,  which  is  so  largely  developed  in  West  and  South 
Australia,  enters  Victoria  in  the  west  and  north-west,  and 
forms  much  of  the  poor  arid  pastures  of  the  Wimmera 
country.  To  the  south  of  the  mountains  small  patches  of 
it  only  are  found  at  Port  Phillip  Heads  and  Western  Port 
The  quartz,  gravel,  clay,  sandstone,  and  conglomerate,  in 
which  alluvial  gold  is  found,  is  Older  Pliocene,  while  the 
besh- water  sandstones  of  Geelong  and  of  the  Loddon  valley 
are  Newer  Pliocene.  The  coloured  clays  of  Warmambool 
on  the  south-western  coast  are  Post-pliocena  Miocene 
beds  occur  in  the  Moorabool  valley  west  of  Geelong  and 
in  the  Cape  Otway  region ;  whUe  the  sandstone  of  Port- 
land in  the  west  and  the  rough  limestone  of  the  Gipps  Land 
lakes  are  of  the  same  age. 

The  extinct  volcanoes  of  Victoria  are  very  remarkable, 
and  apparently  very  recent^  so  that  the  traditions  of 
eruptions,  existing  among  the  natives,  may  be  founded  on 
fact  Many  of  the  pl^s,  as  those  north  and  west  of 
Melbourne,  are  formed  by  outflows  of  basalt,  as  are  some 
very  extensive  plains  in  the  western  part  of  the  colony. 
The  successive  flows  of  basalt,  beneath  which  the  "  deep 
leads "  of  the  gold-miners  are  found,  have  already  been 
described.  The  volcanic  cones  and  craters  which  are  so 
abundant  in  the  south-west  of  Victoria  and  in  the  Divid- 
ing Eange  have  discharged  basalt,  lava,  scoriae,  cinders, 
mud,  and  ashes.  In  many  places,  as  about  BaUarat,  these 
extinct  volcanoes  may  be  counted  by  the  score.     Some 
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are  filled  up  at  the  fiuminit,  others  are  surrotuided  hj  a 
rim  miles  in  extent,  while  others  again  have  their  crateis 
fiUed  with  water.  Several  of  the  western  lakes  appear  to 
have  been  craters.  Many  of  these  volcanoes  were  in 
emption  during  the  Miocene  period,  otiiers  in  Pliocene 
and  Post-pliocene,  or  even  in  recent  times.  To  the  south- 
west, near  Lake  Colac,  are  singular  ridges  of  lava  and 
basalt  forming  a  labyrinthine  network  of  rock,  amoi^ 
which  caverns  of  considerable  extent  have  been  found 


4.  Colonisation,  Population,  etc 

Victoria  dates  as  a  separate  colony  from  July  1851, 
before  which  period  it  formed  part  of  New  Soul^  Wales, 
and  partook  of  its  early  history.     In  the  previous  year, 

1850,  it  had  a  population  of  76,000.  Then  came  the 
discovery  of  gold,  and  from  every  part  of  the  globe  men 
rushed  to  get  a  share  in  the  treasure.  At  first  the 
Government  attempted  to  prevent  gold-mining,  but  find- 
ing this  impossible,  licenses  were  issued  in  September 

1851.  Then  followed  a  scene  of  the  wildest  confusioiL 
Settlers  left  their  farms,  merchants  their  desks,  professional 
men  their  offices.  Workshops  were  left  without  work- 
men, ships  without  crews,  and  the  whole  country  was,  as 
has  been  well  said,  **  drunk  with  gold."  Any  account  of 
the  gold-fever  belongs  to  history  rather  than  to  geography, 
but  we  may  here  note  its  effects  on  the  population  and 
development  of  the  colony.  The  influx  of  men  of  all 
classes  from  the  mother  country,  and  of  almost  all  the 
races  of  the  world,  together  with  numbers  of  released  or 
escaped  convicts  from  the  neighbouring  colonies,  led  to  a 
struggle  for  existence,  in  which  the  most  hardy,  the  most 
energetic,  the  most  patient,  or  the  most  far-seeing,  could 
alone  succeed.  Thus,  amid  much  trouble,  much  degrada- 
tion, and  much  crime,  the  seething  mass  of  humanity, 
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drawn  together  by  the  love  of  gold,  has  worked  itself  into 
soniethiiig  like  order ;  and  the  result  is  a  population  of 
ahnost  unexampled  energy,  which  is  now  steadily  engaged 
in  developing  all  the  resources  of  a  fertile  and  beautiful 
country.  While  gold-mining  stiU  continues  to  be  the 
great  feature  in  Victorian  industry,  it  is  now  carried  on 
by  the  help  of  machinery,  and  of  all  the  refinements  of 
modem  science.  The  wealth  which  it  has  brought  to  the 
colony  has  been  in  part  expended  in  useful  public  works. 
Agriculture  has  extended,  manufactures  have  been  estab- 
lisQied,  towns  and  villages  have  been  built,  education  and 
science  have  been  fostered,  so  that  Victoria  now  stands  at 
a  high  level  of  colonial  prosperity  and  civilisation. 

The  increase  of  popidation  caused  by  the  rush  for  gold 
was  amazing.  From  76,000  in  1860  it  increased  to 
312,000  in  1854,  to  538,000  in  1860,  to  726,000  in 
1870,  while  by  the  census  of  1881  the  population 
amounted  to  862,346.  While  the  Europeans  have  been 
thus  rapidly  increasing,  the  indigenous  inhabitants  have 
as  steadily  diminished.  In  1836  they  were  estimated  at 
5000;  in  1851  they  had  diminished  to  2700;  while 
they  now  do  not  much  exceed  1000  individuals.  In  the 
general  census  of  the  population  are  included  about  1 2,000 
Chinese,  nearly  two-thirds  of  whom  are  gold-miners.  The 
proportion  of  the  sexes  has  fluctuated  considerably.  Just 
before  the  gold-fever  immigration,  the  females  were  about 
two-thirds  as  many  as  the  malea  In  1854  there  were 
nearly  twice  as  many  males  as  females ;  but  since  that 
date  the  proportion  of  females  has  steadily  increased,  till 
it  now  amounts  to  about  ten  elevenths  of  the  other  sex. 


5.  JProdiiciions,  Trade,  Shipping,  etc. 

As  New  South  Wales  is  pre-eminent  in  wool  and  other 
products  derived  from  flocks  and  herds,  so  is  Victoria  pre- 
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eminent  in  gold  as  an  article  of  export  Up  to  the  end 
of  1880  the  quantity  of  gold  raised  in  the  colony  was  of 
the  value  of  more  than  £198,000,000,  far  exceeding  that 
of  all  the  rest  of  Australia.  Considerable  quantities  of 
silver,  tin,  and  antimony  have  also  been  worked ;  with 
copper,  lead,  zinc,  cobalt,  bismuth,  manganese,  iron,  coal, 
bitumen,  and  sulphur,  in  comparatively  small  quantities. 
The  value  of  the  tin  raised,  up  to  1880,  was  over 
£347,000,  of  antimony  £159,000.  Diamonds  and 
sapphires  have  also  been  found  in  small  quantities.  Gold 
is  now  obtained  from  enormous  depths.  The  quartz  lodes 
at  Stawell  are  reached  by  a  shaft  1706  feet  deep,  and 
there  are  many  shafts  over  1000  feet  Victoria  is  cele- 
brated for  its  nuggets  or  solid  masses  of  gold,  which 
surpass  those  of  any  other  part  of  the  world.  The  larg^t, 
called  the  Wekoms  Stranger,  weighed  190  lbs.,  and  was 
found  in  1 8  6  9  within  two  inches  of  the  surface  at  Moliagul, 
north  of  the  Dividing  Bange ;  while  in  the  same  year  the 
next  largest^  The  Welcome,  weighing  183  lbs.,  was  found 
at  Ballarat  south  of  the  range,  in  a  neglected  hole  180 
feet  deep ;  and  many  others  have  been  found  in  various 
localities  from  2  to  74  lbs.  weight 

Turning  from  mining  to  agriculture,  we  find  Victoria 
occupying  the  very  first  rank  in  the  cultivated  products 
of  the  soil,  although  far  inferior  to  New  South  Wales  in 
wool  and  other  pastoral  products.  Wheat  is  grown  in 
such  quantities  as  not  only  to  support  the  population,  but 
to  leave  a  large  surplus  for  export  to  other  countries.  In 
1880  the  wheat  crop  amounted  to  9,398,858  bushels. 
Potatoes  also  are  exported,  and  the  surplus  manufactured 
into  starch  and  farina,  the  crop  in  1880  amounting  to 
168,000  tons.  More  than  4,000,000  bushels  of  oats 
were  grown,  and  one  million  bushels  of  barley,  with  a 
small  quantity  of  maize.  Tobacco  and  wine  are  also 
largely  manufactured. 
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Althongli  (as  already  stated)  the  flocks  and  herds  of 
the  colony  are  far  inferior  numerically  to  those  of  New 
South  Wales,  yet  this  is  only  on  account  of  its  much 
smaller  extent,  for  the  proportionate  numbers  to  area 
would  be  actually  greater.  In  1881  .there  were  no  less 
than  10,366,000  sheep  and  1,286,000  honied  cattle, while 
the  total  number  of  cattle,  horses,  pigs,  and  sheep,  was 
10,737,000.  In  New  South  Wales  at  the  same  period 
the  number  was  about  2  8,0  00,0  00,  with  an  area  about  four 
times  as  large.  Other  important  articles  produced  in  Vic- 
toria for  export  are  leather,  to  the  value  of  £313,000;  pre- 
servedmeats,£142,000;tallow,£192,000;bark,£31,000; 
butter,  £50,000  ;  cheese,  £31,000  ;  and  wine,  £42,000. 

Owing  to  a  system  of  bonuses  granted  by  the  Govern- 
ment, and  a  heavy  protective  tariff,  many  manufactories 
have  been  established  in  Victoria,  among  which  are 
numerous  woollen  mills,  tanneries,  breweries,  saw -mills, 
with  iron,  brass,  copper,  and  tin  works. 

The  shipping  is  extensive,  there  being  88  steamers 
and  266  sailing  vessels  on  the  register ;  while  the  clear- 
ances amount  to  over  4000  vessels  inwards  and  outwards 
per  annum.  The  revenue  for  the  year  1880-81  was  esti- 
mated at  £5,115,121.  The  public  debt  in  1880  was 
near  £20,056,600. 

6.  Hoods,  Bailtoays,  and  Telegraphs. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  miles  near  the  larger 
towns,  there  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  any  good  common 
roads  in  Victoria,  though  there  are  tracks  and  roadways 
all  over  the  country,  along  which  coaches  and  other 
vehicles  travel  regularly.  Some  idea  of  these  roads  may 
be  formed  by  3\Ir.  Anthony  Trollope's  description  of  them. 
He  says — **  A  Victorian  coach,  with  six,  or  perhaps  seven 
or  eight  horses,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  making  its 
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way  through  a  thickly-tiinbeied  forest  at  the  rate  of  nine 
miles  an  hour,  with  the  horses  frequently  up  to  their 
bellies  in  mud,  with  the  wheels  running  in  and  out  of  holes 
four  or  five  feet  deep,  is  a  phenomenon  which  I  should 
like  to  have  shown  to  some  of  the  very  neat  mail-coach 
drivers  whom  I  used  to  know  at  home  in  the  old  days. 
I  am  sure  that  no  description  would  make  any  one  of 
them  believe  that  such  feats  of  driving  were  possibla  I 
feel  that  nothing  short  of  seeing  it  would  have  made  me 
believe  it  ...  I  made  many  such  journeys,  and  never 
suffered  any  serious  misfortune." 

Bailroads  have  in  fact  superseded  the  necessity  for 
good  main  roads.  These  were  conmienced  soon  after  the 
gold  discoveries,  and  in  December  1880  there  were  1199 
miles  open  for  traf&c,  487  miles  in  course  of  construction. 
Most  of  these  were  made  by  the  Government  on  a  unifonn 
gauge  of  five  feet  three  inches.  The  chief  lines  are — one 
&om  Melbourne  by  Castlemaine  and  Sandhurst  to  Echuca, 
on  the  Murray,  a  distance  of  156  miles.  One  from 
Melbourne  to  Gteelong,  45  nules,  and  thence  to  Ballarat 
55^  miles.  A  line  from  Ballarat  through  Mount  Ararat 
to  Stawell,  76f  miles.  A  line  from  Oeelong  to  Ck)lac, 
47  miles.  The  north-eastern  line  from  Melbourne  to 
Wodonga  on  the  Murray  (opposite  Albury  in  New  South 
Wales),  187  miles.  Besides  these  there  are  many  branches, 
a  number  of  short  lines  out  of  Melbourne,  and  a  southern 
Une  to  Sale  in  Gipps  Land  The  fares  are  about  2d.  a 
mile  first  class,  1-^d.  a  mile  second  class.  Coaches  con- 
nect all  the  towns  not  on  the  line  of  rail  with  the  nearest 
stations.  Electric  telegraphs  have  been  extensively  con- 
structed, no  less  than  3215  miles  of  line  being  in  opera- 
tion in  1876;  and  there  are  286  stations  (6020  miles 
of  wire)  in  different  parts  of  the  colony. 
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7.  Political  and  Civil  Divisions. 

Yictoiia  is  divided  into  four  districts,  six  provinces,  and 
thirty-seven  counties.  The  districts  are — ^Gipps  Land,  The 
Murray,  Wtmmkra,  and  Loddon.  The  provinces  are  the 
divisions  which  return  the  Legislative  Council  Thej  are 
named  according  to  their  position — ^North- Western,  North- 
Eastern,  Central,  Southern,  Eastern,  and  Western. 

GiPPS  Land,  named  after  one  of  the  early  Governors  of 
Australia^  occupies  the  south-eastern  portion  of  the  colony, 
and  comprises  about  one-fifth  of  its  whole  area.  Much  of 
it  on  the  north  and  east  is  imavailable  for  agricultural 
purposes  from  its  rugged  and  mountainous  character, 
though  it  contains  considerable  tracts  of  rich  country  and 
alluvial  flats.  It  is  for  the  most  part  heavily  timbered, 
and  the  expenses  of  clearing  are  very  great  In  the 
south  and  west  portion  much  land  is  occupied  for  farming 
and  cattle-grazing,  Melbourne  being  largely  supplied  with 
fat  cattle  from  this  part  of  the  country.  It  has  also  great 
mineral  resources,  comprising  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron, 
lead,  tin,  coal,  marble,  and  limestone.  The  climate  and 
soil  are  well  fitted  for  the  growth  of  oranges,  hops,  tobacco, 
and  opium.  Gipps  Land  is  a  country  of  giant  mountains, 
fine  streams,  and  fertile  plains.  Much  of  the  rugged 
country  to  the  north  and  east  is  still  unexplored,  and  is 
almost  inaccessible  from  the  precipices  and  ravines  with 
which  it  abounds. 

The  Murray  District  is  a  vast  tract  of  country 
lying  in  the  north-east^  watered  by  the  Mitta-mitta^ 
Kiewa,  Ovens,  Broken,  and  other  rivers  flowing  northward 
from  the  Australian  Alps.  It  is  generally  a  mountainous 
and  well-wooded  country.  It  contains  the  celebrated 
gold-mines  of  the  Ovens,  Omeo,  Buckland,  and  Wood's 
Point.  To  the  north-east  are  extensive  grassy  plains, 
and  there  is  also  some  good  land  on  which  wheat,  tobacco, 
and  vines  are  grown. 
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The  Wimmera  District  occupies  the  whole  of  the 
north-west  of  Victoria,  covering  an  area  of  25,000  square 
miles.  It  is  aknost  exclusively  pastoral,  consisting  of 
vast  sandy  plains,  but  poorly  grassed,  and  intersected 
by  belts  of  scrub  and  forest.  In  the  north-west  there  are 
extensive  swamps  near  the  Murray  Kver.  and  most  of  the 
rivers — ^the  Wimmera,  Oven,  Eichardson,  and  others— 
are  liable  to  dry  up  in  hot  seasons,  or  become  mere  chains 
of  water-holes. 

The  Loddon  District  occupies  the  north-central  part 
of  the  colony  to  the  east  and  west  of  the  Loddon  Biver. 
It  is  also  chiefly  pastoral,  but  contains  some  auriferous 
land  towards  the  south. 

The  Counties,  arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  are  as 
follows : — 

1.  Anolesea.    Area,  1707  square  miles  ;  population,  5492.    It 

is  sitoated  to  the  north-east  of  Melbourne,  bejond  the 
Dividing  Bange ;  it  is  traversed  by  the  Upper  Qonlbam 
river. 

2.  Benambba.     Area,  2757  square  miles  ;  population,  1228.    It 

is  situated  to  the  north-east,  on  the  New  South  Wales 
boundary.     It  contains  the  sources  of  the  Muiiay  river. 

3.  Bendigo.     Area,  1970  square  miles ;  population,  46,109.    It 

is  situated  to  the  NJ^.W.  of  Melbourne,  about  midiray 
between  the  Dividing  Range  and  the  Murray.  It  is 
traversed  by  the  railway  from  Melbourne  to  Echuca. 

4.  BoooKa.      Area,   3094    square    miles;    population,   25,797, 

situated  in  the  Murray  District  west  of  Benambra  ;  contains 
the  termini  of  the  North-Eastem  Railway  from  Melbomne. 

5.  BoBUNO.      Area,   4292   square  miles  ;    population,    11,140. 

Situated  to  the  north  of  the  Qrampians  in  the  Wimmera 
District 

6.  BouRKS.      Area,  1735  square  miles ;    population,   236,778. 

Situated  north  of  Port  Phillip  Bay,  and  contains  Melboume, 
the  chief  city  of  the  colony. 

7.  BuLV-BuLV.      Area,  3595  square  miles ;   population,  4116. 

Forms  the  southern  extremity  of  the  colony,  and  of  the 
Australian  continent 

8.  Cboajinqoix)no.     Area,  3050  square  miles.     Situated  on  the 
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coast  at  the  eastern  point  of  the  colony.     It  had  only  372 
inhabitants  in  1871. 
9.  Dalhousie.      Area,  1314  square  miles  ;  population,  26,471. 
Situated    immediately  north  of    Melbourne,   beyond  the 
Dividing  Bange. 

10.  Daroo.    Area,  1690  square  miles  ;  population,  2222.    Situated 

south  of  the  Australian  Alps,  and  midway  between  Mel- 
bourne and  the  eastern  point  of  the  colony. 

11.  DsLATms.      Area,   3238  square  miles  ;    population,    11,903. 

Situated  north-east  of  Melbourne,  beyond  the  AuBtralian 
Alps,  and  to  the  west  of  the  Ovens  river. 

12.  DuNDAB.      Area,    2140    square    miles ;    population,    6888. 

Situated  to  the  west  of  the  Grampians,  between  the  Upper 
Glenelg  and  the  Wannon  rivers. 

13.  EvsL'n?.     Area,  1216  square  miles  ;  population,  5997.    Occu- 

pies the  valley  of  the  Yarra-Yarra  to  the  east  of  Melbourne. 

14.  FoLLBTT.      Area,    1108    square    miles ;     population,    1240. 

Situated  between  the  Qlenelg  river  and  the  South  Australian 
boundary. 

15.  Qladstonb.     Area,  1812  square  miles  ;  population,  16,688. 

Situated  in  the  Loddon  District,  north-west  of  Melbourne, 
between  the  Avoca  and  Loddon  rivers. 

16.  QBiiNT.      Area,     1852     square     miles;     population,    7388. 

Situated  on  Port  Phillip  Bay,  west  of  Melbourne. 

17.  Grenvillb.     Area,  1477  square  miles ;   population,  60,917. 

Situated  to  the  west  of  Grant.  Ballarat  is  at  its  northern 
extremity. 

18.  GuNBOWBB.      Area,    1357    square    miles;    population,   614. 

Situated  in  the  angles  between  the  Loddon  and  the  Muiiay 
rivers  to  the  north  of  Bendigo. 

19.  Hampden.      Area,    1580    square    miles ;    population,   7172. 

Situated  to  the  west  of  Grenville  and  south  of  Bipon 
counties. 

20.  BLettesbury.    Area,   922   square  miles ;    population,   3059. 

Situated  on  the  coast  to  the  south  of  Hampden. 

21.  Eara-Kaba.    Area,  2338  square  miles;    population,   9611. 

Situated  to  the  north  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  west  of  Glad- 
stone county. 

22.  KARKAROoa    Area,  5900  square  miles.    In  the  Wimmera  Dis- 

trict, between  Borung  county  and  the  Murray.  Mostly 
covered  with  ''mallee"  scrub.  In  1871  there  were  only 
349  inhabitants. 

23.  LowAN.     Area,  5033  square  miles  ;  population,  1883.     In  the 
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Wimmera  District,  between  Borong  county  and  South 
Aufitralia.     Has  mncli  sandy  desert  and  "  mallee  "  scmb. 

24.  MiLLEWA.      Area,  3589  square  miles.      Forming  the  north- 

western comer  of  the  colony.  Mostly  plains  covered  with 
scrub  and  occasional  patches  of  pasture.  There  were  only 
109  inhabitants  in  1871. 

25.  MoiBA.    Area,  3136  square  miles  ;  population,  3352.    Situated 

in  the  north  of  the  Murray  District,  and  west  of  Bogos  and 
Delatite  counties. 

26.  MoRNmoTON.     Area,  1700  square  miles  ;  population,  7397. 

Situated  on  the  coast  to  the  east  of  Port  Phillip  Bay. 

27.  NoBMANBY.     Area,  2013   square  miles  ;   population,  10,750. 

Situated  on  the  coast,  and  at  the  extreme  west  of  the  coIohTj 
bounded  by  the  Glenelg  and  Wannon  riyers. 

28.  PoLWABTH.      Area,   1185  square  nules ;    population,  3837. 

On  the  coast  to  the  west  of  Grant  county.  Contains  Gape 
Otway  and  Colac  lake. 

29.  BiPOK.    Area,  1771  square  miles;  population  14,010.    Bounded 

on  the  north  by  the  Pyrenees,  and  on  the  south  by  Hamp- 
den county. 

30.  BODNET.       Area,    1709    square    miles;    population,    7390. 

Situated  due  north  of  Melbourne,  between  the  Goulbuin 
and  Campaspe  riyers,  and  reaching  to  the  Murray  ftt 
Echuca. 

31.  Tatchsra.  Area,  3370  square  miles  ;  population,  563.    In  the 

Winmiera  District,  between  Loddon  county  and  the  Mumj. 

32.  Talbot.     Area,    1645   square    miles ;     population^    84,761 

Situated  north-west  of  Melbourne,  beyond  the  Dividing 
Bange,  and  adjoining  Bourke  and  Dalhousie  counties. 

33.  Tambo.      Area,  2140   square  miles ;   population,   486.     In 

Gipps  Land,  between  the  Australian  Alps  and  the  sea,  and 
between  Daigo  county  and  the  Snowy  riyer. 

34.  Tanjil.     Area,  2893  square  miles;  population,  11,001.    In 

Gipps  Land,  eastward  of  Melbourne,  beyond  Eyelyn  ooun^, 
and  just  reaching  the  sea. 

35.  ViLLDBBS.     Area,  1641  square  miles  ;  population,  21,031.   On 

the  south-west  coast,  between  Hampden  and  Kormanhr 
counties. 

36.  Weeah.    Area,  3966  square  miles.     Part  of  the  Wimmen 

District,  north  of  Lowan  county,  and  quite  unsettlei 
Consists  almost  wholly  of  sandhills,  heath,  and  scmb.  On 
the  census  night  in  1871  there  was  not  a  single  inhabitant 
in  this  county. 


-^»   - 
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37.  WoNNAMaATTA.  Aiea,  SS43  aqoare  milea ;  popvilation,  397S. 
SitoaUd  between  the  Aiutralian  Alpe  and  the  Dividing 
fiange  ;  very  monntainoua,  and  containing  the  sourcea  of  the 
Ooalbmn  Ukd  Mitchell  iiTen. 


8.  Ciiies  and  Towns. 

Mblboukitb,  capital  of  the  cobny,  has,  in  the  course  of  forty 
yean,  become  a  city   of  66(000  inhabitaata,  or,  with  the  snbnrbs 
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within  a  ten-mile  ladias,  moie  than  260,000, thns  already  taking  rank 
in  the  ninth  place  amongat  the  cities  of  the  British  Empire,  while 
in  other  reipeeta  unquestionably  one  of  the  best-built  and  finest  in 
the  world.  It  stands  on  leren  hills,  rising  gradnolly  from  the 
Yana-Yarta,  and  is  laid  out  in  broad  streets  intersecting  each  other 
at  right  angles.  It  has  a  nnmber  of  public  sqnarea,  gardens,  and 
parks,  inclnding  the  Botanic,  Fitzroy,  and  Carlton  Gardens  ;  the 
Boyal,  Sonth,  and  Prince's  Parks  ;  Argyll,  Lincoln,  and  other 
sqnarea.  The  buildings  are  massive,  and  often  built  at  great  ex- 
pense, while  many  of  the  warehouses  will  compare  favourably  with 
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the  best  in  London.  Amongst  the  noteworthy  bnildings  axe  the 
Treasury,  the  Post^Offioei  the  JAhxary,  and  the  Mint,  beddes  the 
Town-hall,  the  XJoiveisity,  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  others. 
The  Univeisity  leceives  from  the  State  an  annual  grant  of  X9000, 
and  each  professor  a  salaiy  of  j£lOOO,  with  a  free  residence.  There 
are  at  present  120  matriculated  students,  and  its  degrees  rank  on 
the  same  level  with  those  of  the  English  Universitiea.  It  has  an 
excellent  museum.  Melbourne  supports  four  theatres,  and  during 
the  last  few  years  nearly  all  the  handicrafts  which  contribute  to  the 
comfort  and  refinement  of  ciyiliBed  existence  have  here  taken  root 
Melbourne  stands  high  for  the  support  it  gives  to  Uteratuie  and 
science.  It  has  a  Free  library  containing  about  110,000  volumes; 
an  Observatory  fitted  up  with  the  best  iostruments,  among  which  is 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  perfect  reflecting  telescopes  in  the 
world  ;  and  Botanical  Gka*dens  whidi  are  extensive  and  beantifiil, 
and  which  contain  one  of  the  richest  collections  of  Australian  and 
exotic  plants  ever  brought  together.  The  Public  Library  is  a  noble 
institution,  being  open  free  to  all  comers  from  ten  in  tiie  moming 
till  ten  at  night,  six  days  a  week  ;  and  we  have  Mr.  Trollope's  testi- 
mony that  any  book  required  can  be  had  without  trouble  or  delay. 
The  waternsupply  of  this  great  dty  is  one  of  the  most  ample  in  the 
world.  The  valley  of  the  Plenty  (a  tributary  of  the  Yarra-Yaira) 
is  dammed  up  at  Yan-Yean,  about  20  miles  N.NJL  of  Melboume 
by  an  embankment  more  than  half  a  mile  long,  forming  a  lake 
nine  miles  in  circumference,  with  an  area  of  1330  acres,  and  a 
maximum  depth  of  25  feet.  It  holds  6400  million  gallons  of 
water,  and  is  capable  of  supplying  the  dty  for  more  than  two  years 
at  the  rate  of  30  gallons  per  head  per  day  for  200,000  persons. 
The  water  is  conveyed  by  a  double  set  of  immeuBe  pipes,  with 
safety-valves  at  intervals  to  limit  the  pressure.  The  total  cost  of 
the  works,  with  maintenance  to  June  1876,  was  £1,388,564. 

Ballaba^t,  the  great  gold-field  dty,  ranks  next  to  Melboume  in 
importance  and  population.  It  is  situated  in  Grenville  county,  104 
miles  W2T.W.  of  Melboume,  on  the  southern  dde  of  the  Dividing 
Range,  and  at  an  elevation  of  1437  feet  above  the  sea.  It  has  (1 881) 
38,469  inhabitants,  of  whom  433  are  Chinese.  It  is  a  spadous 
and  well-built  town,  and  though  only  twenty-five  years  old  pos- 
sesses most  of  the  advantages  and  institutions  of  old  cities.  It  has 
schools,  hospitals,  free  libranes,  and  public  gardens,  and  it  is  dtu- 
ated  in  a  fine  undulating  coxmtry.  In  addition  to  the  gold  mines 
which  created  and  stiU  largely  support  the  town,  the  district  around 
Ballarat  is  wdl  suited  for  agriculture,  wheat,  barley,  oats,  and 
potatoes  being  extensively  grown ;  while  the  pastures  are  so  excellent 
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that  the  wool  produced  in  the  neighbourhood  commands  the  very 
highest  price  in  the  market. 

Two  other  towns  in  Victoria  have  populations  of  above  20,000 
— Sandhurst  and  Qeelong. 

Sastdhubst,  formerly  called  Bendigo,  is  situated  in  Bendigo 
county,  and  on  the  Bendigo  Creek,  100  miles  K.N.W.  of  Melbourne, 
on  the  line  of  railway  to  Echuca.  It  is  now  the  greatest  mining 
centre  in  the  colony,  and  has  a  population  of  about  28,000  persons. 
Although  still  bearing  traces  of  its  origin  as  a  mining  settlement,  it 
has  many  fine  buildings,  as  well  as  parks  and  botanical  gardens  ; 
but  in  general  appearance  and  situation,  as  well  as  in  population,  it 
is  veiy  inferior  to  Ballarat  The  Sandhurst  district  gives  employ- 
ment to  6700  miners,  of  whom  820  are  Chinese.  It  also  has  255 
steam  engines,  and  there  are  778  distinct  gold-bearing  quartz  reef?. 
The  yield  of  gold  is  between  four  and  ^yq  hundred  thousand  pounds 
worth  annually. 

GbbIiOHO,  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Port  Phillip  Bay,  and 
45  miles  south-west  of  Melbourne,  in  the  county  of  Qrant,  is  an 
important  seaport,  and  a  comparatively  old  town,  with  21,157 
inhabitants.  The  first  woollen  mill  was  established  here,  and  there 
are  now  several  such  mills  manufacturing  doth,  tweeds,  and  various 
kinds  of  woollen  fabrics.  There  are  also  meat-preserving  works 
here,  and  extensive  tanneries.  The  town  is  pleasantly  situated,  and 
is  well  laid  out  on  ground  sloping  to  the  bay  and  the  Barwon  River. 
Its  Mechanics^  Institute  has  a  library  of  over  11,000  volumes,  and 
it  possesses  two  parks  and  a  botanical  garden.  There  are  four 
jetties,  alongside  which  the  largest  ships  can  load  and  discharge. 

Next  we  have  a  group  of  six  towns  whose  populations  range 
between  four  and  ten  thousand — ^viz.  Castlemaine,  Clunes,  Dayles- 
ford,  Eaglehawk,  Stawell,  and  Williamstown. 

Castlemaine,  in  the  county  of  Talbot^  77^  miles  N.N.W.  of 
Melbourne,  on  the  railway  to  Echuca,  is  an  important  mining  town 
of  6762  inhabitants.  The  district  supports  4700  miners,  about 
1400  being  Chinese.  The  district  is  also  to  a  moderate  extent 
agricultural  and  pastoraL 

Clones,  also  in  the  coxmty  of  Talbot,  120  miles  norUi-west  of 
Melbourne,  is  situated  on  the  Creswick  Creek,  and  on  the  railway 
from  Ballarat  to  Dunolly.  It  has  about  5900  inhabitants.  It 
depends  chiefly  on  the  quartz  mines  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Datlesford,  also  in  the  county  of  Talbot,  78  miles  north-west 
of  Melbourne,  is  situated  on  the  Wombat  Creek,  near  the  source  of 
the  Loddon  Biver,  and  has  about  4000  inhabitants.  Mining,  both 
alluvial  and  quartz,  is  the  principal  business  of  the  people ;  but 
there  is  also  a  considerable  quanti^  of  land  in  cultivation. 
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EAGLEHAWKy  in  Bendlgo  county,  only  4^  miles  from  Sandhurst 
and  105  from  Melbourne,  is  a  mining  town  situated  in  a  biUj 
district,  abounding  in  quartz  lodes.  The  population  is  about  7360, 
and  it  baa  a  handsome  park.  The  gold  mines  are  very  pro- 
ductive, and  the  prosperity  of  the  town  almost  wholly  depends  on 
them. 

Staweli^  in  Bomng  county,  177  miles  north-west  from  Mel- 
bourne, is  the  terminus  of  the  Geelong,  Ballarat,  and  Ararat  Railway, 
from  which  latter  town  it  is  18  miles  distant  It  has  over  7000 
inhabitants,  and  is  the  centre  of  the  rich  Pleasant  Creek  gold-field. 
It  contains  the  deepest  and  richest  mines  in  the  colony,  the  New- 
ington  mine  being  1940  feet  deep.  There  is  also  a  large  agricul- 
tural population,  and  wheat  and  oats  are  largely  produced. 

WiLLiAMBTOWV,  iu  the  county  of  Bourke,  Ib  situated  on  the 
south-west  shore  of  Hobson's  Bay,  only  8  miles  from  Melbourne. 
It  is  a  seaport,  with  commodious  piers  and  docks,  and  has  a 
population  of  over  9000  ;  but  it  may  be  almost  considered  as  a 
suburb  of  Melbourne. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  the  towns  with 
popiQations  between  one  and  five  thousand,  with  their 
positions,  populations,  and  specialties : — 

Alexandra,  in  Anglesea  county^  98  miles  north-east  of  Mel- 
bourne, situated  on  the  Gk)ulburn  River,  is  a  town  in  the  Beech- 
worth  mining  district,  with  a  population  of  about  1100.  Much 
gold  has  been  obtained  here,  and  wheat,  oats^  and  potatoes  are 
largely  grown. 

Ajiherbt,  county  of  Talbot  (formerly  Daisy  Hill),  111  miles 
north-west  of  Melbourne,  is  a  mining  and  agricultural  town,  with  a 
population  of  about  1000.  The  mines  are  both  alluvial  and 
quartz,  and  there  are  about  670  miners  at  work. 

Ararat,  in  the  county  of  Bipon,  close  to  the  Pyrenees  moun- 
tains, and  near  the  source  of  the  Hopkins  River,  has  a  population  of 
about  2740.  The  district  is  equally  celebrated  for  mining  and 
agriculture,  and  there  are  ako  great  supplies  of  timber,  which  is 
sent  widely  over  the  colony.  There  are  more  than  3000  miners 
In  1876-77  more  than  26,000  bushels  of  wheat  were  produced,  and 
162  tons  of  potatoes,  besides  more  than  8000  gallons  of  wine. 

Bebchworth,  in  the  county  of  Bogong,  186  miles  north-east  of 
Melbourne,  and  about  26  miles  from  the  Murray  River,  is  the  prin- 
cipal town  of  the  celebrated  Ovens  gold  district,  and  has  about 
2600  inhabitants.  It  is  1726  feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  has  a 
branch  railway  from  the  north-eastern  line.     About  6700  miners 
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are  employed  in  the  district  It  is  also  yery  ricli  in  agriculture, 
30,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  26,000  gallons  of  wine  having  been 
produced  in  1880-81. 

Belfast,  in  the  county  of  ViUiers,  is  a  seaport  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Moyne,  168  miles  W.S.W.  of  Melbourne,  and  with  1757 
inhabitants.  It  is  surrounded  by  a  good  agricultural  district,  and 
has  a  large  trade  in  wool  and  other  produce  from  the  surrounding 
country  and  the  interior. 

Benalla,  in  the  county  of  Delatite,  on  the  Broken  Biver,  122 
miles  north-east  of  Melbourne,  has  a  population  of  2000.  It  is  in 
an  important  agricultural  and  pastoral  district,  well  suited  for 
growing  grain  and  fruits.  It  contains  over  half  a  jnillion  of  sheep, 
and  has  about  35,000  acres  of  land  under  cultivation. 

Camperdowh  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Hampden,  120 
miles  WJS.W.  from  Melbourne  and  75  from  Geelong.  The  district 
around  is  mostly  pastoraL     The  population  is  about  2000. 

Cabnoham,  in  Qrenville  county,  17  miles  from  Ballarat,  is  an 
agricultural  and  mining  town,  with  1700  inhabitants. 

Chiltern,  in  Bogong  county,  180  miles  north-east  of  Melbourne, 
on  the  North-Eostem  Bailway,  with  1100  inhabitants.  It  is  in  an 
agricultural  and  pastoral  district,  producing  annually  more  than 
6000  bushels  of  wheat 

Cbeswick,  in  the  county  of  Talbot,  109  miles  north-west  of 
Melbourne  and  1 1  from  Ballarat,  is  an  important  gold-fields  town, 
with  3440  inhabitants.  The  district  is  also  agricultural,  producing 
90,000  bushels  of  wheat,  10,000  tons  of  potatoes,  and  2000  gallons 
of  wine. 

DuNOLLY,  in  the  county  of  Qladstone,  107  miles  north-west 
of  Melbourne,  has  a  population  of  1550.  It  is  in  a  gold-field 
which  produced  one  of  the  largest  nuggets  in  the  world,  weighing 
2280  ounces.     It  is  also  the  centre  of  a  large  agricultural  district 

EcHUCA,  in  the  county  of  Rodney,  is  a  border  town  on  the 
Murray  Biver,  166  miles  north  of  Melbourne,  and  the  terminus  of 
the  Murray  Bailway.  The  district  is  pastoral  and  agricultural,  and 
the  population  4500.  There  are  extensive  vineyards  and  many 
saw-mills  ;  and  as  a  port  for  the  navigation  of  the  Murray  and  its 
branches  the  town  is  of  great  importance.  There  are  35  river 
steamers,  and  Echuca  is  sometimes  called  the  Chicago  of  Australia. 

Hamiltoit,  in  the  counties  of  Dundasand  Normanby,  219  miles 
west  of  Melbourne,  is  the  chief  town  of  the  western  district,  and 
has  a  population  of  about  3000.  It  is  connected  with  Melbourne 
by  railway  vict  Ararat,  and  is  the  centre  from  which  coaches  proceed 
to  aU  the  chief  places  in  the  west     It  has  two  important  colleges. 
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The  district  is  pastoral  and  agricultural,  and  exhibitions  of  stock 
and  produce  are  held  twice  a  year. 

Hbathgote,  in  the  county  of  Dalhousie,  70  miles  north  of  Mel- 
bourne and  30  east  of  Sandhurst,  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
M'lvor  gold-field,  and  has  about  1200  inhabitants.  It  is  prettily 
situated  on  a  valley  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Ida,  and  is  wholly  de- 
pendent on  the  surrounding  gold  mines. 

Inglewood,  in  the  county  of  Gladstone,  128  miles  N.N.W.  of 
Melbourne  and  28  horn  Sandhurst^  is  a  mining  town  of  about  1200 
inhabitants. 

EiLUORB,  in  the  county  of  Dalhousie,  39^  miles  north  of  Mel« 
bourne,  on  the  North  Eastern  Bailway,  has  a  population  of  1200. 
The  district  is  agricultural,  the  land  being  volcanic  and  very  fertile, 
so  as  to  produce  large  crops  of  wheat. 

KoROiT,  in  YiUiers  county,  200  miles  south-west  from  Mel- 
bourne and  12  miles  from  Belfast^  is  in  an  agricultural  district,  and 
has  a  population  of  about  1700. 

Ktneton,  in  the  county  of  Dalhouse,  52  miles  north-w^t  of 
Melbourne  and  1750  feet  above  the  sea -level,  is  an  important 
agricultural  and  mining  town,  with  a  population  of  nearly  3000. 
It  is  situated  on  tlie  river  Campaspe,  and  has  several  manu£ictories 
of  implements  and  coaches.  The  district  produces  annually  nearly 
80,000  bushels  of  wheat  and  2500  tons  of  potatoes.  The  mining, 
though  tolerably  extensive,  is  less  important  than  the  agriculture. 

Maldon,  in  the  county  of  Talbot,  84j^  miles  N.N.W.  of  Mel- 
bourne, is  an  important  mining  and  agricultural  town,  with  over 
3000  inhabitants.  It  is  situated  on  the  Tarrangowar  Creek,  about 
12  miles  from  Castlemaine.  The  surrounding  quartz  reefs  are 
extensive  and  rich,  supporting  over  600  miners ;  and  nearly  7000 
acres  of  wheat  are  grown,  besides  other  crops. 

Malmesbury,  in  Talbot  county,  63  miles  north  by  west  of 
Melbourne  on  the  road  to  Castlemaine,  is  an  agricultural  town  of 
about  1400  inhabitants,  with  some  alluvial  and  quartz  mines  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

Portland,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Normanby,  a  sea- 
port town  on  Portland  Bay,  225  miles  west  of  Melbourne,  with  a 
population  of  2260,  and  having,  like  its  English  namesake,  a  £ne 
breakwater  (now  in  course  of  construction).  The  surrounding 
country  is  agricultural  and  very  rich.  Its  chief  exports  are  cattle, 
wool,  butter,  and  com.  Portland  is  the  oldest  town  in  the  colony, 
having  been  founded  in  1834. 

Sale,  in  the  county  of  Tanjil,  is  the  chief  town  of  Gipps 
Land.     It  is  situated  on  the  Thompson  Eiver,  140  miles  E.S.E.  of 
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Melbottme,  and  has  a  popnlatioii  of  about  3100.  The  district  is 
pastoTaly  agricultaral,  and  mining.    Hops  are  largely  cultivated. 

SsBASTOPOL,  in  the  county  of  Grenville,  99  miles  from  Mel- 
bourne and  3  from  Ballarat,  is  a  mining  town  of  2500  inhabitants. 

Shtthesdale,  in  the  county  of  Grenville,  108  miles  west  by 
north  from  Melbourne  and  12  miles  from  Ballarat,  is  a  mining  town 
of  somewhat  less  than  1000  inhabitants,  but  doing  a  large  trade 
with  the  surrounding  district)  which  supports  about  1700  miners 
and  a  p6pulation  of  14,000. 

St.  Arkaud,  in  the  county  of  Kara-Kara,  164  miles  north-west 
of  Melbourne,  is  a  town  of  2700  inhabitants,  in  a  minii^,  pastoral, 
and  agricultural  district     Silver  is  found  here  as  well  as  gold. 

Stkiglitz,  in  Grant  county,  71  miles  west  of  Melbourne,  and 
7  miles  from  Meredith  on  the  Geelong  and  BaUarat  Railway,  is  a 
small  mining  town  of  about  1 1 00  inhabitants.  The  gold  is  obtained 
from  quartz  reefs,  and  268  miners  are  employed. 

Talbot,  in  the  county  of  Talbot,  130  miles  north-west  from 
Melbourne  on  the  Back  Creek  and  the  railway  from  Ballarat  to 
DunoUy,  is  an  important  mining  and  agricultural  town  of  over 
2000  inhabitants.  There  are  extensive  alluvial  workings  and  some 
quartz  reefs,  and  more  than  6000  acres  of  land  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. The  town  contains  flour-mills,  soap  and  candle  factories,  and 
is  lighted  with  gas.  It  has  also  a  large  State  school  called  the 
Prince  Alfred,  and  a  Free  Library. 

Tabnaoulla,  in  the  county  of  Gladstone,  near  the  Loddon 
River,  125  miles  north-west  of  Melbourne,  is  a  quartz-mining  town 
of  690  inhabitants.  Agriculture  is  increasing  in  the  neighbourhood, 
while  gold-mining  is  diminishing. 

Walhalla,  in  the  county  of  Tanjil,  129  miles  east  of  Mel- 
bourne, in  a  valley  enclosed  by  steep  hills,  is  a  mining  town  of 
1630  inhabitants.  The  reefs  here  are  very  rich,  one  company, 
"  The  Long  Tunnel,"  having  paid  £300,000  in  dividends  during 
eight  or  nine  years  ;  and  this  is  only  one  of  many  successful  com- 
panies. 

Wakoabatta,  in  Bogong  county,  159  miles  north-east  from 
Melbourne  at  the  junction  of  the  Ovens  and  King  Rivers,  is  an 
agricultural  town  with  nearly  1500  inhabitants.  Besides  grain, 
grapes,  oranges,  and  tobacco  are  largely  cultivated,  and  there  are 
several  large  sheep  and  cattle  stations. 

Wabbnambool,  in  the  county  of  Yilliers,  is  a  seaport  town  of 
between  4000  and  5000  inhabitants,  170  miles  south-west  of  Mel- 
bourne. It  has  a  good  harbour,  and  does  a  laige  trade  in  wool, 
grain,  and  dairy  produce.  The  surrounding  country  is  richly  agri- 
cultural and  pastoral,  and  bacon  is  largely  exported. 
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Weddbbburn,  in  tiie  oonnty  of  Gladstone,  147  miles  N.K.TiT. 
of  Melbourne,  is  a  mining  town  of  850  iidiabitants.  Qnartz- 
mining  is  the  piincipal  industry,  but  wheat  and  grapes  are  also 
grown  in  considerable  quantities. 

WooDEND,  in  the  county  of  Dalhousie,  49  miles  £rom  Melboome 
on  the  Castlemaine  road  and  railway,  and  just  over  the  Dividing 
Range,  is  an  agricultural  town  of  1 500  inhabitants.  Mount  Macedan 
and  the  celebrated  "  Hanging  Bock  "  are  in  the  vicinity. 

9.  Qovemmj&nJt,  JReligion,  Public  InstUviians, 

Hdtication,  etc 

The  goyemment  of  Victoria  is  similar  in  form  to  tkl 
of  New  South  Wales,  but  is  much  more  democratic,  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  being  elective.  The  LegislatiYe 
Council  (or  Upper  House)  consists  of  thirty  membos 
representing  the  six  provinces,  whose  tenure  of  ofSce  is 
ten  years ;  the  qualification  of  voters  being  freehold  or 
leas^old  property  of  £50  annual  value.  The  Legisktiye 
Assembly  (or  Lower  House)  cousists  of  seventy-eight  mem- 
bers elected  for  three  years  by  manhood  suffi-age.  AH 
the  voting  is  by  ballot  Members  of  both  houses  are  paid 
£300  per  annum  eacL  The  executive  consists  of  the 
Governor  and  a  ministry  termed  the  Executive  Council 

State  aid  to  religion  was  abolished  in  Victoria  in  1875| 
and  all  the  churches  are  now  self-supporting.  Dividing 
the  several  churches  into  Church  of  England,  Dissenteis, 
and  Boman  Catholics,  their  proportionate  numbers,  as 
determined  by  official  returns  of  the  average  attendance 
at  their  several  places  of  worship  during  1875,  are  as 
follows:  —  Church  of  England,  39,275;  Dissenters, 
177,440 ;  Eoman  Catholics,  38,486.  Among  the  Dis- 
senters the  Wesleyans  are  the  most  numerous,  having  an 
average  attendance  of  7  6,1 8 7,  The  census  returns  of 
1871,  however,  gave  very  different  proportions,  making 
the  Episcopalians  highest,  257,835 ;  then  Boman  Cat;bo- 
lics,  176,620;  Presbyterians,  112,983;  and  Wesleyan 
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Methodists^  94,220.     The  Episcopalians  are  thus  made 
nearly  equal  to  all  the  Protestant  Dissenters. 

Education  in  Victoria  is  free,  secular,  and  compulsory 
since  January  1873.  It  is  under  a  minister  of  education, 
in  whom  all  school  properties  are  vested.  The  number  of 
schools  in  1880  was  1533,  besides  568  private  schoola 
There  are  also  six  colleges  and  grammar  schools,  two 
ladies*  colleges,  and  the  Melbourne  university,  whose 
degrees  and  diplomas  are  equivalent  to  those  of  any  simi- 
lar institution  in  the  United  Kingdom.  It  has  a  Govern- 
ment endowment  of  £9000  a  year.  There  are  also  1598 
Sunday  schools  in  the  colony,  with  an  average  attendance  of 
119,770  scholars.  Government  also  grants  £60,000 
annually  to  hospitals,  £25,000  to  asylums,  and  £86,000 
to  lunatic  asylums.  The  Botanical  Gardens  and  Obser- 
vatory of  Melbourne  are  also  public  institutions  supported 
by  the  general  Government 
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CHAPTER   IX. 

THE  COLOKY  OF  SOUTH  AUSTRALIA. 

1.  Origin,  Oeographical  Limits,  and  Area, 

South  Australia  was  established  as  a  separate  colony  in 
1834,  at  which  time  the  name  was  appropriate,  the  only 
other  colonies  on  the  continent  being  New  South  Wales 
and  Western  Australia.  Now  that  Victoria  has  been 
separated  and  South  Australia  has  been  extended  to  tlie 
northern  coast  the  old  name  is  somewhat  misleading. 

The  colony  now  includes  the  entire  central  division 
of  Australia,  extending  from  the  south  to  the  north  coasts, 
and  from  the  meridian  of  129"*  K  longitude  on  the  ^rest 
side  to  141°  on  the  east  in  the  southern,  and  ISS""  in  the 
northern,  half.  It  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  Western 
Australia;  on  the  east  by  Victoria,  New  South  Wales,  and 
Queensland;  on  the  north  by  the  Arafura  Sea,  and  on  the 
south  by  the  Southern  Ocean.  It  thus  has  an  extieme 
length  of  nearly  2000  miles  by  a  width  of  700,  and 
contains  903,690  square  miles.  Of  this  enormous  area 
little  more  than  one-tenth  is  settled,  though  many  fertile 
spots  in  the  far  interior  are  now  being  occupied  by  pioneer 
squatters. 

2.  Physical  Features. 

South  Australia  has  no  such  well-marked  and  easily 
described  physical  features  as  the  eastern  colonies.  It 
has  no  great  mountain  range  dividing  up  the  country  into 
distinct  regions,  no  great  sjrstem  of  river  valleys,  and  no 
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lat  geological  contrasts  of  ancient  and  recent  deposits. 

at  it  is   sufficiently  diversified  in  its  outlines,  having 

agnificent  plains  of  fertile  land,  mountain  ranges  well 

ooded  with  giant  Eucalyptus,  lovely  valleys,  and  arid 

bins,  timberless,  waterless,  and  desolate,  yet  often  teem- 

_.  Ig  with   metaUic  wealth   beneath   the   surface.       The 

^rbaracter  of  the  interior  has  already  been  sufficiently  in- 

iicated  in  our  account  of  Australian  exploration ;  we  will 

^j^erefore,  here  confine  ourselves  to  a  sketch  of  the  more 

pitominent  physical  features  of  the  settled  districts. 

The  old  colony  of  South  Australia  is  generally  flat,  as 

compared  with  Victoria  or  New  South  "Wales.     A  range 

of  mountains  of  no  great  height  commences  at  Cape  Jervis 

on  the  eastern  extremity  of  St.  Vincent's  Gulf,  and  extends 

'^  northward  at  the  back  of  Adelaide  to  the  Lake  Torrens 

country.     It  is  called  the  Lofty  Eange  near  Adelaide, 

r^^  farther  on  the  Barossa,  the  Belvidere,  the  Bryan,  and  the 

X^v  Fhnders  Eanges.     The  highest  point  does  not  much  exceed 

3000  feet.     In  the  southern  portion  of  the  colony  are 

Mount  Gambler  and  other  extinct  volcanoes,  while  in  the 

unsettled  country  of  the  Eyre  Peniosula  are  the  rugged 

Crawler  Banges  about  2000  feet  high. 

With  the  exception  of  the  Murray,  which  runs  across 
the  southern  portion  of  the  colony,  there  are  no  rivers  of 
importance  in  South  Australia ;  the  Gawler,  Torrens,  and 
other  streams  that  flow  into  St.  Vincent's  Gulf  being  very 
insignificant,  and  almost  or  quite  dry  for  a  large  portion 
of  the  year. 

None  of  the  Australian  colonies  have  so  many  large 
lakes  as  South  Australia ;  but,  unfortunately,  none  of  these 
seem  calculated  to  benefit  the  country,  being  either  salt, 
or  liable  to  be  dried  up,  or  unfitted  for  navigation.  Lake 
Torrens  is  often  a  muddy  swamp ;  Lake  Gairdner,  to  the 
north  of  Eyre  Peninsula,  is  an  immense  salt  lake  in  a 
desert  region,  though  situated  366  feet  above  the  sea-leveL 
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Lake  Eyre  and  a  cluster  of  smaUer  lakes  are  also  salt  and 
liable  to  become  changed  into  plains  of  saline  mud,  as  is 
the  still  more  extensive  Lake  Amadous  in  the  centre  of 
the  continent.  Lake  Alexandiina,  forming  the  mouth  of 
the  Murray^  is  fresh,  but  by  dispersing  the  waters  of  that 
large  river  it  renders  its  entrance  from  the  ocean  unnavi- 
gable.  The  only  lakes  associated  with  picturesque  scenery 
and  fertile  country  are  those  of  the  Mount  Gambler  region, 
which  are  situated  in  the  craters  of  extinct  volcanoes. 
One  of  these — ^the  ^Blue  Lake" — is  of  an  oval  shape, 
surrounded  by  precipitous  walls  covered  with  reidure 
and  several  hundred  feet  high.  It  is  240  feet  deep,  and 
the  water  is  of  a  deep  blue  colour. 

Although  without  any  veiy  prominent  features.  South 
Australia  contains  a  great  variety  of  soils  and  scenery. 
Extensive  plains,  comprising  many  millions  of  acres  of 
axable  land  for  t^e  mL  pLt  &ee  from  timber,  extend 
from  20  miles  south  of  Adelaide  to  beyond  Mount  Be- 
markable,  about  170  miles  north  of  the  city.  These 
plains  are  bounded  on  the  eastern  side  by  the  mountain 
chain  already  described.  Beyond  this  range,  to  the  east 
and  north-east,  the  country  is  broken  and  hilly,  with  much 
timber,  and  a  large  extent  of  very  rich  land.  The  valley 
of  the  Murray,  itself  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  wide, 
bounded  by  cliffs  of  recent  shell-limestone,  is  a  rich 
aUuvial  deposit  covered  in  places  with  large  gum  trees ; 
but  between  this  valley  and  the  eastern  boundary  of  the 
colony  (as  well  as  for  some  distance  on  the  west),  extend 
vast  waterless  scrubs  such  as  have  already  been  described, 
till,  farther  south,  we  come  to  the  rich  agricultural  and 
pastoral  district  of  Mount  Gambier.  Much  of  the  scenery 
of  South  Australia  is  park-like  and  beautiful,  with  alter- 
nations of  hiU  and  valley  presenting  every  variety  of  land- 
scape; but  large  areas  are  sterile  and  uninviting,  and 
apparently  doomed  to  perpetual  aridity  and  barrenness. 
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Yet  much  of  the  scrub  land  is  now  found  to  be  well 
adapted  for  growing  wheats  and  considerable  tracts,  once 
thought  to  be  wholly  unsuited  to  agriculture,  are  now 
returning  abundant  harvests. 

3.  Climaie,  Natural  History^  and  Oeology. 

Although  so  far  south,  and  therefore  farther  from  the 
tropics  and  geographically  more  temperate,  yet  South 
Australia  is  very  hot,  and  perhaps  suffers  more  from  ex- 
cessive heat  and  drought  during  the  summer  months  than 
any  of  the  other  colonies.  This  is,  no  doubt,  largely  due 
to  the  absence  of  a  lofty  mountain  range  to  cut  off  the 
hot  winds  from  the  interior — ^the  South  Australian  range 
having  a  north  and  south  direction — and  also  to  its  coast 
being  concave  instead  of  convex,  and,  therefore,  less  open 
to  the  cool  sea-breezes  from  the  south  and  south-east. 
December,  January,  and  February  are  very  trying  months, 
the  thermometer  often  rising  at  Adelaide  to  110''  or  115° 
in  the  shade ;  but  the  rest  of  the  year  is  pleasant,  and  the 
winter  is  mild  and  rainy. 

The  usual  rainfall  is  small,  only  averaging  22  inches, 
bat  it  is  often  as  low  as  15,  and  in  1869  was  only  13^ 
inches.  The  wettest  year  was  1851,  when  there  were 
30^  inches.  The  amount  of  rainfall  varies  greatly  in 
different  parts  of  the  colony.  In  the  wet  year  1861, 
Trhen  there  were  24  inches  at  Adelaide,  there  were  only  7 
inches  at  Port  Augusta  at  the  head  of  Spencer's  Gulf, 
45^  at  Mount  Lofty,  and  55-^  inches  at  Moimt  Barker. 
In  the  same  year  the  thermometer  rose  above  90^  on 
forty-five  days  at  Adelaide,  but  only  on  five  days  at 
Guichen  Bay  in  the  southern  part  of  the  colony.  The 
variations  of  the  barometer  indicate  changes  of  wind 
rather  than  rain.  It  always  falls  with  a  north-east  wind, 
and  continues  to  fall  as  the  wind  changes  to  north  and 
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north-west ;  but  whene^cer  there  is  southing  in  the  wind 
the  barometer  rises  even  during  steady  and  copious  rains. 

The  natural  history  of  South  Australia  presents  hardly 
any  distinctive  features,  while  in  almost  every  depart- 
ment it  is  far  poorer  than  the  other  colonies.  In  botany 
this  is  especially  the  case.  It  contains  a  mixture  of  eastern, 
western,  and  tropical  forms, — ^the  presence  of  the  latter 
being  due  to  the  proximity  of  the  great  central  desert ;  but 
the  eastern  types  abound  The  northern  territory  has  of 
course  a  wholly  tropical  flora,  and  it  has  produced  many 
new  species  both  of  plants  and  animals ;  but  these  in 
almost  all  cases  extend  to  one  of  the  adjoining  colonies, 
West  Australia  or  Queensland,  whose  northern  portions 
are  equally  tropical 

The  geological  structure  of  extra-tropical  South 
Australia  is  comparatively  simpla  It  consists  of  an 
immense  formation  of  Tertiary  sandstones  and  limestones, 
extending  over  the  whole  country,  except  where  inter- 
rupted by  PalBBozoic  or  volcanic  mountains.  The  back- 
bone of  the  colony,  running  from  Cape  Jervis  northwards, 
is  Silurian,  and  consists  of  sandstones,  slates,  and  lime- 
stones, with  intruding  granites  of  diversified  character. 
Fine  red  granites  occur  at  Barossa  and  Port  Lincoln,  and 
there  are  lofty  granite  mountains  in  the  interior.  Basalt 
occurs  at  Mount  Arden,  north  of  Port  Augusta,  and  also 
farther  north  in  the  central  lake  country ;  but  it  is  more 
common  in  the  south-east,  near  the  remarkable  group  of 
extinct  volcanoes  in  the  Mount  Gambier  district.  A  little 
to  the  north,  in  the  Tertiary  limestone  country  of  the 
Mosquito  plains,  are  some  very  curious  and  interesting 
caves,  which  have  been  thus  described  bv  the  Eev,  Mr. 
Woods,  in  his  Geological  Observations  in  South  Australia: — 
"  In  the  midst  of  a  swampy,  sandy  country,  plentifully 
covered  with  stringy-bark  trees,  a  series  of  caverns  is 
found,  whose  internal  beauty  is  at  strange  variance  with 
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the  wildness  of  the  scenery  aroxind.  The  entrance  is 
merely  a  round  hole  on  the  top  of  a  hill,  which  leads  to 
a  small  sloping  path  under  a  shelf  of  rock.  Descending 
this  for  about  25  feet,  one  gets  a  first  glimpse  of  the 
magnificence  enshrined  below.  The  observer  finds  him- 
self at  the  entrance  of  a  large  oblong  square  chamber,  low, 
but  perfectly  lighted  by  an  aperture  at  the  opposite  end, 
and  all  around,  above,  and  below,  the  eye  is  bewildered  by 
a  profusion  of  ornaments  and  decorations  of  nature's  own 
devising.  It  resembles  an  immense  Gothic  cathedral,  and 
the  numbers  of  half-finished  stalagmites  which  rise  from 
the  ground,  like  kneeling  or  prostrate  forms,  seem  worship- 
pers in  that  silent  and  solemn  place.  At  the  farther  end 
is  an  immense  stalactite,  which  appears  like  a  support  to 
the  whole  roof;  not  the  least  beautiful  part  of  it  being, 
that  it  is  tinted  by  almost  every  variety  of  colour,  one 
side  being  of  a  delicate  azure,  with  passages  of  blue,  green, 
and  pink,  intermingled;  and  again,  it  is  snowy  white, 
finally  merging  into  a  golden  yellow.  The  second  cave 
or  chamber  is  so  thickly  studded  with  stalactites  that  it 
seems  like  a  carefully  arranged  scene,  which,  from  the 
interminable  variety  of  form  and  magic  effect  of  light  and 
shade,  might  easily  be  taken  to  represent  some  fairy 
palace.  Very  soon  the  cavern  becomes  as  dark  as  night, 
and  farther  exploration  to  the  numerous  chambers  and 
fissures  beyond  has  to  be  made  by  the  assistance  of 
torches.  On  leaving  the  last  chamber  we  return  to  the 
light :  a  narrow  passage,  richly  wreathed  with  limestone, 
is  observed  on  the  right  hand  going  out.  Proceeding  a 
little  way  down,  a  large  vaulted  chamber  is  reached,  so 
perfectly  dark  and  obscure  that  even  torches  can  do  but 
faint  justice  to  its  beauty.  Here,  above  all  other  portions 
of  the  caves,  has  nature  been  prodigal  of  the  fantastic 
ornament  with  which  the  whole  place  abounds.  There 
are  pillars  so  finely  formed,  and  covered  with  such  deli- 
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cate  trellis-work,  there  ore  droppings  of  lime  makiiig  such 
scroll-work,  that  the  eye  is  bewildered  with  the  extent 
and  variety  of  the  adornment.  It  is  like  a  palace  of  ice, 
with  frozen  cascades  and  fountains  all  around" 

The  Palaeozoic  limestones  of  South  Australia  sie 
very  rich  in  copper,  and  this  metal  has  really  determined 
the  success  of  the  colony.  It  was  first  discovered  in  the 
hills  near  Adelaide ;  but  the  most  important  mine,  the 
Burra-Burra,  is  about  90  miles  to  the  north.  Another 
still  more  extensive  deposit  of  copper  ore  is  at  WoUaioo, 
at  the  head  of  Yorke's  Peninsula,  and  there  are  in  all 
twenty-seven  copper  mines  in  the  colony.  Silver-lead  has 
been  found  and  worked  near  Gape  Jervis,  and  bismuth  in 
the  mountains  east  of  Adelaide.  Gold  also  occurs  at 
Echunga ;  but  the  mines  are  unimportant  as  compared 
with  those  of  Victoria.  Iron  is  also  known  to  exist  in 
large  quantities ;  but^  as  there  is  no  coal,  it  has  not  yet 
been  worked. 

4.  Colonisation,,  Population,  etc 

South  Australia  differs  from  most  of  the  other  colonies 
of  Australia  in  its  origin  and  early  history.  It  was  estab- 
lished in  1836  by  bodies  of  emigrants  from  Great  Britain, 
sent  out  under  the  auspices  of  the  South  Australian 
Colonisation  Association,  which  had  obtained  a  grant  of 
the  lands  of  the  colony  from  the  Imperial  Government. 
It  thus  escaped  the  evils  of  contamination  by  convicts ; 
but  it  passed  through  much  adversity  in  its  early  days, 
and  it  was  only  when  the  Burra-Burra  mines  proved  such 
a  splendid  success  (in  1846)  that  the  colony  began  to 
make  substantial  progress.  These  mines  yielded,  in  the 
first  three  years'  working,  10,000  tons  of  copper,  and 
this  metal  has  been  to  South  Australia  what  gold  has 
been  to  Victoria,  and  coal  to  New  South  Wales. 

The  growth  of  the  colony  was  at  first  slow.     In  1840 
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there  were  14,0iy0  people,  but  in  1850  these  had  in* 
creased  to  63,700 ;  and  although  a  considerable  exodus 
took  place  during  the  gold-fever  of  1851  and  1852,  so 
that  it  was  thought  the  prosperity  of  the  country  would 
be  endangered,  a  reaction  soon  took  place,  and  South 
Australia  received  its  share  of  benefit  from  the  growing 
wealth  of  its  sister  colonies.  Thus  we  find  that  in  1860 
the  population  had  more  than  doubled,  being  126,830. 
iSinoe  then  the  increase,  though  less  rapid,  has  been 
steady.  In  1870  there  were  183,800  persons,  and 
in  December  1880  the  population  was  estimated  at 
267,753.  There  are  in  the  settled  districts  about  6000 
aborigines ;  but  though  these  people  are  perhaps  better 
treated  and  more  cared  for  here  than  in  the  other  colonies, 
they  diminish  year  by  year.  The  civilised  population 
consists  almost  entirely  of  English  and  Germans,  there 
being  very  few  Chinese  or  other  foreigners,  for  most  of 
whom  the  gold  of  the  adjoining  colony  of  Victoria  has 
greater  attractions. 

5.  Productions,  Trade,  Shipping,  etc. 

South  Australia  is  the  agricultural  colony  of  Australia, 
and  is  pre-eminent  in  wheat,  and  perhaps  also  in  wine. 
More  than  two  and  a  half  million  acres  of  land  were  under 
cultivation  in  1881,  and  of  these  1,733,542  acres  were 
cropped  with  wheat.  The  produce  varies  greatly.  It 
averaged  between  eleven  and  twelve  bushels  an  acre  in 
1875-6,  but  less  than  five  bushels  in  1880.  The  land 
is  very  imperfectly  cultivated;  no  manure  is  applied; 
and  many  successive  grain  crops  are  taken  from  the  same 
land.  Yet  the  dry  warm  climate  is  so  suitable  for  wheat, 
that  sufficient  is  produced  to  export  laxgely  to  the  other 
Australian  colonies,  and  occasionally  to  England.  The 
climate  is  equally  favourable  for  vines,  which  are  exten- 
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sively  grown — there  being  between  four  and  five  thousand 
acres  of  vineyards,  producing  about  600,000  gallons  of 
wine.  This,  however,  does  not  yet  command  a  good 
price,  and  a  small  proportion  of  it  only  is  exported. 
Fruits  of  various  kinds  are  also  largely  grown ;  raisiiis 
and  currants  are  being  dried,  and  manufactories  for  fruit- 
preserving  established.  In  the  specially  Australian  pro- 
duct, wool.  South  Australia  is  far  inferior  to  Victoria  and 
New  South  "Wales  as  regards  the  actual  quantity  pro- 
duced, though,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  it  about 
equals  them.  In  1881  it  had  more  than  six  miUions  of 
sheep,  and  exported  between  thirty  and  forty  million 
pounds  of  wool,  or  about  one-third  that  exported  by 
New  South  Wales,  with  barely  more  than  one-third  the 
population. 

In  minerals  South  Australia  takes  the  lead  in  the 
production  of  copper,  which  is  still  exported  to  the  amount 
of  one-third  of  a  million  sterling  per  annum.  Other  metals 
are  worked, — as  bismuth,  lead,  and  gold ;  but  these  are  of 
comparatively  little  importance ;  so  that  the  total  mineral 
produce  of  1880  was  only  a  little  over  £370,000. 

The  most  important  manufactories  of  the  colony  are 
those  of  agricultural  implements,  necessitated  by  the  enor- 
mous area  of  land  under  cultivation,  with  a  very  limited 
supply  of  labour. 

The  shipping  belonging  to  Port  Adelaide  amounts  to 
about  230  vessels,  ranging  in  size  from  8  to  700  tons. 
About  40  steamers  and  50  barges  are  employed  in  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers  Murray,  Mumimbidgee,  and  Dar- 
ling. There  are  also  two  regular  lines  of  steamers  be- 
tween Adelaide  and  Melbourne,  while  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company's  steamers  from  Southampton  touch 
fortnightly  at  Glenelg,  six  miles  south  of  Adelaida 
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6.  Roads,  Railways,  and  Telegraphs, 

As  in  other  Australian  colonies,  railways  may  be  said  to 
have  superseded  roads  before  the  latter  were  made.  There 
are  in  the  whole  colony  only  1013  miles  of  properly 
constructed  roads,  all  in  the  vicinity  of  the  larger  towns, 
while  about  2000  miles  of  additional  road  are  laid  out 
and  partially  constructed.  Most  of  the  communication, 
even  by  mail  coaches,  is  carried  on  by  mere  tracks  through 
the  bush,  without  the  vestige  of  anything  that  can  be 
called  a  road. 

The  railways  are  not  yet  very  numerous,  as  South 
Australia  has  a  more  extensive  sea-coast  than  most  of  the 
other  colonies,  and  is  thus  able  to  make  use  of  water  com- 
munication. There  were,  up  to  July  1881,  821  miles  of 
railway  and  tramway,  while  several  hundred  miles  are 
either  in  contemplation  or  in  actual  progress.  The  most 
important  lines  are  those  to  the  Burra-Burra  mines,  and  to 
Port  Adelaide,  a  distance  of  108  miles ;  a  branch  line  to 
Kapunda,  18  mUes ;  a  line  to  Glenelg,  7  miles  ;  the  Port 
Wakefield  and  Blyth  Eailway,  42  miles ;  and  the  Port 
Pirie  and  Gladstone  line,  33  miles.  In  the  south  is  the 
Kingston  and  Naracoorte  Eailway,  51  miles;  and  there 
are  also  several  branches  and  tramways.  The  project  has 
been  much  discussed  of  making  a  railway  across  the  con- 
tinent from  Port  Augusta  to  Port  Darwin,  a  distance  of 
nearly  1800  miles;  but,  with  the  present  scanty  popula- 
tion in  the  northern  territory,  or  even  with  any  probable 
increase  of  it,  such  a  line  could  only  be  worked  at  a  heavy 
annual  loss,  even  were  the  expenditure  (supposed  to  be 
about  ten  millions)  recouped  by  the  increased  value  of 
land  along  the  line.  It  is  hardly  likely,  therefore,  that 
the  present  generation  wiU  see  the  scheme  carried  out. 

In  the  construction  of  electric  telegraphs,  however, 
South  Australia  has  far  exceeded  all  the  other  colonies ; 
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for,  besides  providiiig  for  the  wants  of  its  own  settled 
districts  and  taking  its  share  in  the  communication  with 
other  colonies,  it  has  accomplished  the  gigantic  work  of 
forming  and  successfully  working  the  overland  line,  by 
which  daily  communication  is  kept  up  between  the  Aus- 
tralian continent  and  the  rest  of  the  civilised  world.  This 
great  work  was  completed  in  August  1872.  It  very 
nearly  follows  the  line  of  M'Douall  Stuart's  exploration, 
and  is  1973  miles  long.  It  was  divided  into  three  sec- 
tions, the  southern  of  which  was  executed  by  contract, 
the  middle  section  was  made  by  the  Government,  and 
the  northern  section,  though  contracted  for,  presented 
such  difficulties  that  it  was  obliged  to  be  completed  by 
the  Gk)vernment.  Almost  the  whole  of  the  distance  was 
through  uninhabited  country,  and  much  of  it  a  waterless 
desert.  Drought  was  the  enemy  in  one  part,  while  sud- 
den floods  impeded  the  work  in  others.  Every  article  of 
food,  and  all  materials,  had  to  be  carted  out  for  enormous 
distances  to  supply  the  army  of  workmen  employed. 
Camels  were  largely  made  use  of  to  carry  the  tel^raph 
poles,  36,000  of  which  were  of  wood,  and  the  remainder 
iron.  The  wooden  poles,  prepared  at  the  nearest  avail- 
able localities,  had  all  to  be  carried  distances  varying 
from  1  to  350  miles,  whUe  the  iron  poles  had  to  be 
taken  an  average  distance  of  400  miles  by  land  carriage. 
In  addition  to  the  poles,  stations  had  to  be  formed  at 
intervals,  and  over  2000  tons  of  materials  had  to  be 
carried  into  the  interior,  while  thousands  of  cattle  and 
sheep,  for  the  support  of  the  workmen,  had  to  be  driven 
for  distances  up  to  1300  miles.  For  a  distance  of  600 
miles  wide  tracks  had  to  be  cleared  through  forest  and 
scrub.  The  total  cost  of  this  line  was  £370,000  ;  and  it 
is  a  remarkable  and  highly  creditable  fact,  that  such  a 
truly  international  work  should  have  been  completed  at 
the  sole  cost  of  one  of  the  less  prosperous  of  the  Aus- 
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traliau  colonies.  Not  content  with  this  great  and  as  yet 
unprofitable  undertaking,  South  Australia  has  since  com* 
pleted  her  share  of  a  line  along  the  inhospitable  southern 
coast  to  West  Australia^  a  portion  of  which,  between 
Fowler  Bay  and  Eucla,  on  the  West  Australian  boundary, 
presented  great  difficulties,  owing  to  extreme  scarcity  of 
water  and  herbage. 

7.  Political  Divisions — CUies  and  Towns. 

South  Australia  is  divided  into  counties,  for  electoral 
purposes,  and  into  districts,  which  have  municipal  govern- 
ment. The  counties,  till  recently,  were  twenty-five  in 
number,  but  they  have  lately  been  increased  to  thirty-five. 
There  are  also  four  pastoral  districts  known  as  Western, 
Northern,  North-eastern,  and  Kangaroo  Land.  The  older 
counties  are  as  follows : — Flinders,  on  Eyre  Peninsula ; 
Fergusson,  on  Yorke's  Peninsula ;  Daly,  Victoria,  Frome, 
and  Dalhousie,  on  the  east  of  Spencer's  Gulf;  Stanley, 
Gawleh,  Adelatob,  and  Hindmarsh,  on  St  Vincent's 
Gulf ;  Kimberley,  Burra,  Young,  Hamley,  Alfred,  Al- 
bert, Eyre,  Light,  and  Sturt,  to  the  east  of  the  more 
settled  districts ;  Bussell,  Cardwell,  Buckingham,  Mac- 
DONNELL,  Robe,  and  Grey,  in  the  south-east  district. 
There  are  also  Carnarvon  (Kangaroo  Island) ;  and  Lyiton, 
Derby,  Newcastle,  Glanville,  Blackford,  Hanson, 
Taunton,  Musgrave,  and  Herbert,  farther  in  the  interior. 

Adelaide,  the  capital  of  South  Australia,  has  a  population  of 
abont  39,000,  or,  with  the  suburbs^  as  estimated  in  the  other  capi- 
tals, more  than  60,000.  It  is  laid  out  with  the  utmost  regularity, 
the  streets  all  directed  to  the  cardinal  points — ^north,  south,  east, 
or  west ;  and  it  has  many  fine  public  buildings,  the  finest  of 
all  being  the  Post-Office.  It  is  situated  in  a  plain,  on  the  small 
river  Torrens,  which  is  unfortunately  dry  for  a  good  part  of  the 
year ;  but  the  Mount  Lofty  range  is  within  a  few  miles,  on  the 
east,  and  gives  interest  and  variety  to  the  scenery.  In  these  hills 
reservoirs  have  been  constructed,  capable  of  storing  more  than  a 
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thouBand  million  gallons  of  water  for  the  supply  of  the  city.  The 
Botanic  Qardens  are  extensive  and  well  laid  ont^  and,  next  to  tho^e 
of  Sydney,  are  the  most  beautiful  in  Australia.  Adjoining  these 
is  an  extensive  park.  The  churches  are  numerous  and  handBome. 
Fine  new  Houses  of  Parliament  are  in  process  of  erection,  and  the 
South  Australian  Institute  has  a  library  of  nearly  20,000  volumes. 

Owing  to  the  agricultural  pursuits  of  most  of  tiie  popnladon, 
South  Australia  has  very  few  large  towns  besides  the  capital  None 
of  these  possess  5000  inhabitants,  and  those  that  exce^  1000  are 
not  many.  The  following  list  of  the  more  important  towns  is  ex- 
tracted from  Gordon  and  Gotch^s  Austrcdian  Handbook  for  1882. 

Gawleb,  a  town  of  1811  inhabitants,  situated  on  the  Gawler 
River,  at  the  foot  of  the  Baroesa  Mountains,  25  miles  north-east 
of  Adelaide.  It  is  in  the  centre  of  a  large  wheat-growing  district, 
and  there  are  also  a  few  gold  and  copper  mines  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Glsnelg,  a  watering-place,  almost  a  suburb  of  Adelaide,  l)eing 
distant  only  6^  miles.  Its  population  is  over  2700.  The  Pemnnk, 
and  Oriental  steamers  call  here  for  the  mails. 

Eadina  is  a  town  in  the  northern  part  of  Yorke's  Peninsula, 
96  miles  north-east  of  Adelaide.  It  owes  its  prosperity  to  the  rich 
copper  mines  in  the  vicinity,  and  has  a  population  of  1521. 

Kapunda  is  also  a  mining  town,  48  miles  north-east  of  Ade- 
laide, with  a  population  of  2290.  Besides  the  rich  copper  mine;;, 
it  is  surrounded  by  a  fine  agricultural  district. 

EooRiNGA,  a  town  with  a  population  of  about  2647,  sitnateil 
101  miles  north  of  Adelaide,  owes  its  importance  to  the  vicinity  of  the 
celebrated  Buira-Burra  mine,  which  in  thirty-one  years  has  yielded 
copper  ore  of  the  value  of  £4,000,000.  Silver,  lead,  and  other 
ores  exist  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  have  not  yet  been  much 
worked.  Large  quantities  of  land  to  the  north  of  the  town  are 
under  wheat  cultivation. 

MooNTA  is  one  of  the  largest  of  the  mining  towns  of  Soath 
Australia,  situated  on  the  shores  of  Spencei^s  Qulf,  99  miles  north- 
west of  Adelaide,  12  from  "Wallaroo,  and  sit  from  Kadina.  The 
Moonta  mines  give  regular  employment  to  1500  persons,  and 
there  are  several  other  mines  near,  so  that  the  total  population  is 
nearly  5000.  Since  their  discovery  in  1861,  the  Moonta  mines 
have  yielded  copper  ore  valued  at  X2,761,787. 

Port  Adelaide  is  the  chief  seaport  of  the  colony,  7  J  miles  from 
the  capital,  and  with  a  population  of  3013.  It  has  a  pier  1800  feet 
long  and  a  lighthouse,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  to  build  extensive 
docks. 

Wallaroo,  the  seaport  of  the  copper-mining  district  on  the 
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shores  of  Spencer's  Gulf,  lias  a  population  of  1869,  and  is  entirely 
dependent  on  the  mines,  smelting  furnaces,  and  the  imports  and 
exports,  for  the  support  of  the  mining  population. 

8.   Government,  Pvblic  InstittUions,  Education,  etc. 

The  South  Australian  Government  consists  of  a 
Grovemor  appointed  by  the  Crown ;  a  Legislative  Council 
elected  by  a  vote  of  the  whole  colony  as  one  district,  but 
by  electors  having  a  property  qualification ;  and  a  House 
of  Assembly,  whose  members  are  elected  in  each  county 
by  manhood  sufi&age.  The  Executive  Council  consists  of 
nine  members  (who  must  be  Members  of  Parliament) 
besides  the  Governor.  The  Legislative  Council  cannot 
be  dissolved  by  the  Executive,  and  is  only  changed  by 
one-third  of  its  members  retiring  every  four  years.  The 
Legislative  Council  consists  of  eighteen,  and  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  forty-eight  members. 

Li  this  colony  the  voluntary  principle,  as  regards 
religious  sects,  has  been  in  force  ever  since  its  foundation, 
no  aid  from  the  State  having  ever  been  given  for  any 
exclusively  religious  purpose.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists 
are  by  far  the  most  numerous  of  the  sectarian  bodies, 
judged  by  the  sittings  provided  for  their  congregations ; 
next  come  the  Church  of  England,  followed  by  the 
Roman  Catholics,  Congregationalists,  Baptists,  and  other 
dissenting  bodies.  By  the  census  returns,  however,  the 
members  of  the  Church  of  England  are  returned  as  nearly 
double  the  Wesleyans,  who  are  about  equalled  by  the 
Soman  Catholics. 

Education  is  being  liberally  and  efficiently  dealt  with. 
By  the  last  Act  of  Parliament  on  the  subject  (1875), 
there  is  a  council  with  a  salaried  president  and  staff  of 
officers  responsible  to  the  Minister  of  Education.  The 
excellent  plan  is  adopted  of  setting  apart  every  year 
grants  of  public  lands,  whose  revenues  are  to  be  devoted 
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CHAPTER   X. 

THE  COLONY  OF  WEST  AUSTRALIA. 

1.  Origin,  Geographical  Limits^  and  Area. 

This  colony  was  founded  in  1829  by  the  Home  Govem- 
ment,  but  at  first  very  little  progress  was  made,  so  that 
in  1848  the  population  only  amounted  to  4622.  In 
1850,  owing  to  the  want  of  labour  and  excessive  com- 
mercial depression,  West  Australia  asked  to  have  conTicts 
sent  to  it.  This  was  done  till  1868,  when  transporta- 
tion to  any  part  of  Australia  finally  ceased. 

The  enormous  extent  of  this  colony,  the  paucity  of 
fertile  land,  the  remoteness  from  all  the  other  colonies, 
and  the  absence  of  mineral  wealth,  have  combined  to 
keep  it  back,  so  that  it  remains  the  smallest  in  population 
and  wealth,  although  the  largest  in  area,  of  all  the  Aus- 
stralian  colonies.  It  may  be  very  simply  described  as 
comprising  all  Australia  west  of  the  129th  meridian ;  and 
it  has  a  length  of  about  1250  miles  from  north  to  south, 
and  a  width  of  800  from  east  to  west.  It  has  an  esti- 
mated area  of  nearly  1,000,000  square  miles,  or  almost 
exactly  one-third  of  continental  Australia.  The  settled 
portion  is  confined  to  the  south-western  smgle,  and  is 
about  320  miles  long  by  160  wide,  with  an  extension  of 
settlements  along  the  coast  to  the  mining  districts  of 
Victoria  and  the  Murchison  Eiver.  There  are  also  a  few 
settlements  on  the  Ashburton,  Fortescue,  and  other  rivers, 
as  far  north  as  the  Oakover  in  latitude  21"  south. 
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2.  Physical  Features. 

The  settled  parts  of  West  Australia  present  no 
rked  physical  features,  the  mountains  being  com- 
itively  low  and  undulating,  so  that  they  produce  little 
ic  effect.  The  highest  point  is  3000  feet  above  the 
•level,  but  this  is  60  miles  from  the  coast,  and  is  far 
Dve  the  average  height,  which  is  from  1500  to  2000 
The  country  near  the  coast  is  flat  and  sandy, 
Le  inland  it  never  rises  abruptly,  so  that  there  is  no 
^ptible  barrier  between  the  coast  and  the  interior. 
Darling  range,  which  runs  north  and  south  about  20 
les  &om  the  coast,  is  the  most  important.  The  whole 
^untry,  except  where  cleared  for  cultivation,  is  covered 
irith  wood,  varying  from  brush  or  scrub  to  lofty  forest, 
bnmense  tracts  are  covered  with  the  jarrah  {Evmlypttis 
marginaia),  sometimes  called  mahogany,  an  ahnost  in- 
destructible timber,  which  is  free  from  the  attacks  of  teredo 
ind  termites,  and  is  valuable  for  shipbuilding  and  for  all 
engineering  works. 

The  rivers,  though  numerous  and  of  considerable  size, 
are  of  Uttle  importance,  owing  to  their  being  often  without 
water  for  miles  together.  The  chief,  going  northward, 
are — the  Blackwood,  Swan,  Murchison,  Gascoyne,  Ash- 
burton,  Fortescue,  and  the  De  Grey  or  Oakover  rivers. 
There  are  no  lakes  of  any  importance,  except  the  numerous 
salt-lakes  and  lagoons  of  the  interior  deserts.  These 
desert  tracts  occupy  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the  colony, 
stretching  everywhere  from  the  South  Australian  boundary 
to  within  distances  of  the  coast  varying  from  50  to  300 
miles.  Even  within  these  limits  poor  sandy  soil,  quite 
unfit  for  agriculture,  occupies  large  areas,  while  the  fertile 
lands  are  comparatively  limited  in  extent,  and  are  widely 
scattered  over  the  coimtiy.  In  the  north  there  are  ex- 
tensive tracts  suited  for  sheep  and  cattle,  but  in  many 

p 


210  C02fP£NDIUM  OF  GEOGEAPHT  AND  TRAVEL. 

districts  there  are  poisonous  plants  which  render  sheep- 
farming  impossible. 

3.  Cflimate,  Ifaiural  History,  and  (hology. 

The  climate  of  West  Australia  is  generally  admitted 
to  be  one  of  the  finest  known.  It  is  very  dry,  though 
with  a  rainfall  of  about  30  inches  annually,  and  the  heat  is 
rarely  oppressive.  The  sterility  of  the  country  generally, 
and  the  prevalence  of  sand,  is  highly  favourable  to  health, 
as  there  is  little  luxuriant  vegetation  to  produce  miasma 
by  its  decomposition,  and  hardly  any  morasses  or  damp 
lowlands  to  breed  ague  and  fever.  The  mortality  of  the 
whole  colony  is  said  to  have  averaged  only  one  per  cent 
since  its  formation,  that  of  Great  Britain  being  about  two 
and  a  half  per  cent  The  wet  season  is  from  April  to 
September,  but  during  this  period  there  is  much  bright, 
clear  weather.  The  rest  of  the  year  is  dry,  but  with 
occasional  showers  and  thunderstorms.  During  three 
months  hot  land  winds  occur,  but  they  are  neither  so 
frequent  nor  so  severe  as  in  the  southern  and  eastern 
colonies,  while  the  great  droughts  and  heavy  floods 
so  prevalent  elsewhere  are  almost  unknown  in  West 
Australia.  Snow  is  unknown,  and  ice  is  only  seen  in  the 
morning  and  in  the  depth  of  winter.  With  these  excellent 
qualities  the  praise  bestowed  on  it  by  a  writer  in  the 
CalctUta  Engliskman  ma,j  not  be  exaggerated — ^that  it  is 
a  climate  '^  such  as  no  other  in  the  world  can  excel,  and 
few  equal,  for  comfort  and  health-giving  attributes." 

As  has  been  already  stated  in  our  chapter  on  the 
iNTatural  History  of  Australia,  this  colony  possesses  many 
striking  peculiarities  in  its  flora  and  fauna.  Sir  Joseph 
Hooker,  in  his  Ussay  on  the  Mora  of  Australia  gives 
many  interesting  details  on  this  subject,  which  we  may 
here  briefly  summarise.    In  South- Western  Australia  there 
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are  moie  species,  but  fewer  genera  and  families  than  in 
the  south-eastern  districts  ;  so  that  if  we  take  into  account 
the  fact  that  the  former  district  is  of  very  much  less  extent, 
we  see  a  wonderful  crowding  of  species  in  a  limited  area, 
to  which  there  is  nothing  else  comparable  in  the  world 
except  at  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope.  The  diminished 
number  of  genera  and  families  is  owing  to  the  absence  of 
many  European  and  Asiatic  genera  which  may  be  said  to 
dUute  the  peculiar  Australian  flora  in  the  south-east. 
This  specialty  is  further  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
portion of  species  belonging  to  peculiar  genera  is  twice  as 
great  in  the  south-west  as  it  is  in  the  south-east  Another 
important  feature  is  the  absence  from  West  Australia  of 
a  number  of  genera  common  over  all  the  rest  of  the  conti- 
nent, such  as  Viola,  Fdygala,  Upacris,  LycopiiA,  SmUax  and 
several  others.  As  a  consequence  of  this  crowding  of 
the  species  of  plants  in  Western  Australia,  many  of  them 
are  very  local,  and  a  journey  of  200  mUes  over  nearly 
level  country  often  carries  the  botanist  into  the  midst  of 
a  flora  entirely  new  to  him  as  regards  species.  We  have 
here,  too,  a  singular  illustration  of  the  fact  that  it  is  in 
places  where  the  coimtry  is  comparatively  bare  and 
sterile  that  the  most  varied  and  beautiful  assemblage  of 
plants  is  often  to  be  found.  Some  of  the  sandy  plains, 
too  poor  to  support  a  forest  growth,  are  yet  covered  with 
shrubs  and  flowering  plants  in  infinite  variety  and  of 
exquisite  beauty.  Among  these  are  many  of  the 
choicest  adornments  of  our  greenhouses,  such  as  species  of 
the  genera  Chorazema,  Boronia,  E.ovea,Kennedya,  DUlwynia, 
JBpacris,  and  many  others.  The  same  thing  occurs  in  the 
south-east,  for  the  celebrated  Botany  Bay,  whose  floral 
treasures  so  delighted  Banks  and  Solander  when  they  visited 
it  with  Captain  Cook,  is  a  barren  sandy  tract,  for  the  most 
part  imfitted  for  cultivation,  and  still  celebrated  for  the 
variety  and  beauty  of  the  flowering  shrubs  and  herbs  with 
which  it  is  covered. 
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In  its  animal  life  this  colony  is  also  veiy  pecnliar, 
though  not  exceptionally  rich  in  species.  It  possesses 
seyeral  cnrions  and  anomalous  forms,  which  seem  to  be 
remnants  of  an  ancient  world.  Thus  we  have  here  alone 
the  curious  little  banded  ant-eater  {Myrmecobiug  faaciaiui^, 
which  presents  the  nearest  approach  in  its  dentition  to  the 
most  ancient  known  mammals  whose  remains  axe  found  in 
the  Oolite  and  Trias  of  the  Mesozoic  epoch.  Here,  too,  is 
the  curious  Atrichia  or  ''  scrub-bird,"  whose  peculiarities 
of  structure  are  such  as  to  isolate  it  from  all  other  known 
birds.  The  Geopgittacus  is  a  curious  ground  parrot ;  and 
almost  all  the  mammals,  birds,  and  reptiles  are  of  peculiar 
species. 

The  geology  of  Western  Australia  is  not  so  well  known 
as  that  of  the  eastern  colonies,  but  it  does  not  appear  to 
possess  any  remarkable  peculiarities.  There  is  a  central 
north  and  south  range  of  Pakeozoic  rocks,  with  intrusive 
masses  of  granite,  often  spreading  into  plateaus  or  rising 
in  isolated  hills.  Beyond  and  around  these  stretches  the 
barren  Tertiary  sandstone,  forming  those  vast  arid  tracts 
which  produce  chiefly  scrub  and  spinif  ex  grass,  and  seem 
doomed  to  perpetual  sterility  for  want  of  water.  The 
coast  consists  largely  of  coralline  sand,  while  inland  there 
is  an  extensive  formation,  locally  termed  ironstone,  but 
which,  from  the  description,  appears  somewhat  similar  to 
the  "  laterite  "  of  India  and  Malacca.  There  are  some 
beds  of  Mesozoic  limestone  near  the  coast  in  the  south- 
west, containing  many  fossil  shells,  which  are  identical 
with  those  of  the  lias  and  Oolite  in  Europe.  Volcanic 
deposits  are  not  abundant  In  the  north  trap  rocks 
occur,  with  columns  of  basalt  and  greenstone ;  and  there 
appears  to  be  a  volcanic  district  near  Shark's  Bay  and  tiie 
Dampier  Archipelago.  Some  quartz  reefs  occur  in  the 
central  ranges,  but  no  gold  deposits  have  yet  been  discovered 
of  sufficient  value  to  encourage  extensive  mining  opeiar 
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tions.  Copper  and  lead  Have  been  found  towards  the 
north,  and  considerable  quantities  of  ore  have  been 
obtained.  Iron-ore,  too,  exists  in  large  quantities,  but  no 
coal  has  been  discovered  to  render  it  available. 


4.  Colonisation,  PqpukUio9i,  etc. 

The  progress  of  this  colony  has  not  been  at  all  com- 
mensurate with  that  of  the  other  parts  of  Australia  where 
gold,  coal,  or  a  ferdle  soil  has  stimulated  population  and 
invited  capital  In  1848,  nineteen  years  after  its  first 
settlement.  West  Australia  had  only  4622  inhabitants. 
Between  1850  and  1859,  however,  more  than  11,000 
persons  were  added  by  immigration,  nearly  half  being 
convicts ;  so  that,  although  the  population  was  but  5293 
in  1850,  it  had  sweUed  to  14,837  in  1859.  In  1870 
the  numbers  were  24,785,  and  by  the  census  of  March 
1880,  28,668.  This  is  only  equal  to  that  of  Sandhurst, 
the  third  town  of  Victoria.  Owing  to  the  large  propor- 
tion of  convicts  in  the  colony,  there  was,  and  still  is,  a 
great  disproportion  in  the  sexes.  The  number  of  males 
exceeds  that  of  females  by  nearly  5000,  the  proportion 
being  a  little  more  than  eight  females  to  eleven  males. 

5.  Prodv/ctions,  Trade,  etc 

Although,  for  causes  already  mentioned,West  Austra- 
lia cannot  rival  the  other  colonies  in  agriculture  or  sheep- 
farming,  yet  wool  forms  its  most  important  product.  The 
amount  exported  in  1880  was  valued  at  £271,412.  The 
specialty  of  the  colony  consists,  however,  in  its  production 
of  sandal-wood  and  pearl-shells.  The  pearl-shells  abound 
on  its  north-western  shores,  and  produce  about  £70,000 
annually,  tQ  which  must  be  added  pearls  to  the  value  of 
£12,000.     Sandal- wood  is  largely  exported.     Besin  and 
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tortoise-shell  are  also  exported,  aad  a  trade  in  horses  is 
springing  up  with  Batavia,  Singapore,  and  India.  Another 
important  article  of  trade  is  the  jarrah  wood  already 
mentioned  as  being  so  valuable  for  engineering  and 
marine  works.  It  is  estimated  that  1000  square  miles 
are  covered  with  this  timber,  but  this  will  not  prevent 
its  destruction,  should  the  demand,  as  seems  probable, 
increase,  imless  the  Government  take  steps  to  prevent 
reckless  destruction  and  encourage  planting  to  replace 
what  is  cut  down.  The  growth  of  the  mulbenj  and  the 
cultivation  of  the  silkworm  have  been  begun,  and  from 
the  nature  of  the  climate  this  industry  ought  to  succeed. 
Com,  too,  could  be  largely  grown  were  it  not  subject  to 
devastation  by  the  rust ;  and  the  country  is  especially 
well  adapted  for  the  growth  of  fruit  and  vegetables  of  all 
lands,  but  at  present  the  absence  of  markets  prevents 
much  being  done  in  this  way. 

The  mineral  produce  of  West  Australia  is  as  yet 
small  Gold  has  not  been  found  in  paying  quantities, 
though  the  Government  have  for  many  years  oflfered  a 
reward  of  £5000  to  whoever  can  discover  a  productive 
gold-field.  Other  metals,  however,  seem  to  be  more 
plentiful  About  2000  tons  of  lead  were  exported  in 
1880,  with  a  small  quantity  of  copper;  and  it  is 
beUeved  that  large  supplies  of  these  metals  exist  Mr. 
Anthony  TroUope,  however,  is  of  opinion  that  the  future 
prosperity  of  this  colony  will  not  depend  on  its  minerals 
but  on  agriculture.  Nowhere  are  more  advantages 
ofiTered  by  the  Grovemment  to  the  immigrant ;  and  for 
men  able  to  work,  who  possess  a  very  small  capital,  and 
have  some  knowledge  of  agriculture,  there  is  probably  no 
coimtry  in  the  world  where  a  comfortable  and  even  a 
luxurious  existence  may  be  attained  as  easily  as  in  West 
Australia. 
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6.  Communications. 

The  means  of  internal  communication  are  at  present 
but  limited.  There  is  a  good  road  from  Albany,  on  King 
Greorge's  Sound,  to  Perth,  a  distance  of  261  miles,  regu- 
larly traversed  by  mail-coaches;  and  there  are  similar 
roads  to  the  other  chief  towns  of  the  colony.  The  only 
railways  are  a  short  line  from  Geraldton  on  Champion 
Bay  to  Northampton,  the  centre  of  the  mining  district — 
a  distance  of  about  forty  miles,  and  one  from  Freemantle 
to  Perth  and  Guildford,  partly  opened  in  1881.  There 
is  also  a  short  line  in  the  south  for  conveying  timber 
from  the  hill  ranges  to  the  coast  on  Geographe  Bay. 
More  important  lines  connecting  all  the  chief  towns  of 
the  colony  have  been  surveyed,  but  their  construction  has 
not  yet  been  decided  on.  The  electric  telegraph  is,  how- 
ever, laid  to  all  the  chief  towns,  and,  as  already  stated 
along  the  southern  desert  coast  to  Echuca,  on  the  South 
Australian  boundary,  a  distance  of  750  miles  from 
Albany,  thus  bringing  the  colony  into  direct  telegraphic 
connection  with  Europe.  The  total  length  of  telegraph 
line  is  1592  miles.  Begular  steamers  run  between  all 
the  chief  ports  of  the  colony,  and  the  fortnightly  mail 
furnishes  the  means  of  communication  with  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  Australian  world;  and  arrangements  have 
been  made  for  more  frequent  steam  conmiunication  along 
the  coast  and  to  the  Eastern  Colonies  of  Australia. 

7.  Political  Divisions — Cities  and  Towns, 

West  Australia  is  divided  into  twelve  electoral  dis- 
tricts, while  the  older  settled  portion  in  the  south-west 
consists  of  twenty-six  countiea  These  are — On  the 
south  coast,  Kent,  Plantagenet,  Stirling,  Lanark,  and 
Sussex;    on   the    west    coast,   Wellington,    Murray, 
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Perth,  Twiss,  and  Melbourne  ;  on  the  north,  Glknelg, 
Gret,  and  Carnarvon  ;  on  the  east,  and  bounded  by  the 
central  desert,  Landsdown,  Beaufort,  Minto,  Peel,  and 
Hay;  in  the  interior,  Goderich,  Nelson,  Wicklow, 
Grantham,  York,  Howick,  Durham,  and  Victoria. 

Perth,  the  capital,  is  a  city  of  5318  inhabitants,  pleasantly 
and  picturesquely  situated  on  the  Swan  River,  twelve  miles  from  its 
mouth.  It  is  built  on  sloping  ground  above  a  fine  lake-like  reach 
of  the  river,  and  is  well  hdd  out,  with  handsome  public  buHdicgs 
among  which  are  two  cathedrals.  The  principal  street  is  nearly 
two  mUes  long,  and  ia  planted  with  beautiful  flowering  trees — the 
Cape  lila&  The  City  Hall,  containing  the  Legislative  ChamheiB, 
IB  a  very  handsome  building,  recently  erected  by  convict  lahour. 
An  exceUent  macadamised  road  connects  the  city  with  the  port  of 
Freemantle. 

Fresmai^tlb  is  the  next  town  in  importance,  having  a  popnls- 
tion  of  about  4000.  It  is  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Swan  Biver, 
twelve  miles  from  Perth.  The  harbour  is  not  good,  being  exposed 
to  northerly  gales,  but  there  is  a  harbour  of  refuge  at  Garden  IsLmd, 
twelve  miles  distant  On  Rottnest  Island,  twelve  miles  ofif  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  is  a  penal  settlement  and  farm  for  natives, 
and  also  the  Government  salt-works  and  a  marine  residence  of  the 
Governor. 

Albant,  or  King  Geoige's  Sound,  is  a  small  town  of  less  than 
1000  inhabitants,  but  important  from  its  situation  on  a  fine 
harbour,  and  as  being  the  depdt  and  coaling-station  of  the  PeninEa- 
lar  and  Oriental  maH-steamers.  The  district  around  is  little  culti- 
vated, but  abounds  with  rare  and  beautiful  flowering  shruba 

BuNBUBT  in  the  south,  and  Gbraldton  in  the  north,  are  the 
other  chief  ports  of  the  colony.  From  the  former  the  chidT  exports 
are  timber,  sandal-wood,  and  horses  ;  from  the  latter,  wool,  copper, 
and  lead.  Very  far  north  (1200  miles  from  Perth)  is  BoEBURNE,at 
the  mouth  of  the  Sherlock  Biver,  and  the  centre  of  the  pearl-fisheiy. 
A  large  quantity  of  wool  is  also  exported  from  this  place  direct  to 
London.  It  is  exposed  to  heavy  gales,  and  in  March  1872  eveiy 
house  was  levelled  to  the  ground.  Bubselton,  near  the  coast,  in 
the  south,  is  the  place  whence  much  jarrah  timber  is  exported. 

The  only  inland  towns  worth  mention  are  Guildford,  on  the 
Swan  River,  nine  miles  above  Perth  ;  Greshough,  251  miles  north 
of  Perth,  in  the  centre  of  an  agricultural  corn-growing  country  ;  and 
York,  60  miles  east  of  Perth,  in  a  district  which  supplies  much 
sandal-wood  as  well  as  agricultural  produce^ 
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8.  Government,  JEdtiecUian,  etc. 

Western  Australia  differs  from  the  rest  of  the 
Australian  colonies  in  being  still  to  some  extent  a  Crown 
colony,  the  Executive  Coimcil  as  weU  as  the  Governor 
being  appointed  by  the  Home  Government.  Since  1870 
partial  representative  government  has  been  introduced  by 
means  of  a  Legislative  Council,  of  which  seven  members 
are  nominated  by  the  Government,  while  fourteen  are 
dected  by  the  twelve  electoral  districts,  the  two  most 
important — ^Ferth  and  Freemantle — Shaving  two  members 
each,  the  rest  one.  The  elector's  qualification  is  a  house 
and  premises  of  £10  annual  value,  while  the  member 
elected  must  have  an  income  of  £250,  or  landed  property 
of  £1000  value. .  At  Kickol  Bay  there  is  a  Besident  or 
Commissioner,  and  the  Champion  Bay  or  Victoria  district 
is  agitating  for  a  separate  government. 

The  educational  system  is  based  on  the  principles  of 
the  English  Education  Act.  Elementary  schools  are 
maintained  wholly  at  the  cost  of  the  colony,  while  certain 
private  schools  have  a  capitation  grant,  given  on  condition 
of  submitting  to  Government  inspection  for  secular  results, 
and  to  the  observance  of  a  strict  conscience  clause.  School 
fees  vary  from  2d.  to  Is.  a  week:  In  December  1880 
there  were  73  elementary  schools  and  29  assisted  schools, 
the  average  attendance  amounting  to  4004.  The  Boman 
Catholics  have  many  excellent  schools  throughout  the 
colony,  some  of  which  are  assisted  by  the  Government 

Western  Australia  constitutes  a  diocese  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and,  according  to  the  census,  more  than  half 
the  population  belongs  to  the  Church,  which  is  subsidised 
by  the  Government.  The  Boman  Catholics  are  also 
numerous,  and  participate  in  State  aid.  The  various 
Dissenting  churches  appear  to  be  less  numerous  than  in 
the  other  colonies. 
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CHAPTEE  XL 

THE  COLONY  OF  QUEENSLAND. 

1.  Origin,  Oeographical  Limits,  and  Area. 

Queensland  is  the  youngest  bom  of  the  Anstralian 
colonies,  having  been  established  in  1859,  before  which 
date  it  formed  part  of  New  South  Wales,  and  was  known 
as  the  Moreton  Bay  district. 

It  occupies  the  whole  of  North-Eastern  Australia 
from  the  boundaries  of  New  South  Wales  and  South 
Australia  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and  the  Gulf  of  CarpentaiiA. 
It  extends  between  11^  and  29^  of  south  latitude,  and 
between  IBS'*  and  154'*  of  east  longitude,  having  a  maxi- 
mum length  of  about  1300  miles,  and  a  width  of  nearly 
1000  miles;  while  it  has  an  area  of  670,000  eqnare 
miles,  and  a  seaboard  of  2250  miles. 

2.  Physical  Feaiures, 

The  immense  area  of  Queensland  possesses  some 
well-marked  geographical  features.  Parallel  with  the 
coast,  but  at  varying  distances  from  it,  are  ranges  of 
mountains  averaging  from  2000  to  3000  feet  high,  hut 
with  numerous  peaks  of  greater  altitude,  especially  towards 
the  north.  In  the  southern  and  more  settled  parts  are 
several  parallel  and  transverse  ranges  extending  inland  in 
a  north-west  direction,  and  forming  the  watershed  of  the 
Darling  and  the  coast  rivers.  Farther  north  a  range  of 
highlands  goes  in  a  westerly  direction,  dividing  the  streMns 
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flow  into  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria  from  those  that 
and.     We  have  thus  formed  four  great  systems  of 
Istly,  Those  that  flow  eastward  to  the  Pacific ; 
ose  that  flow  to  the  Darling,  and  form  part  of  the 
pper  valley  of  the  Murray ;  Sdly,  those  that  flow 
e  Golf  of  Carpentaria ;  and  4thly,  those  that  flow 
and  lose  themselyes  in  the  inland  desert  or  in 
es,  the  most  important  of  these  being  the  Victoria 
0^  which  in  its  lower  course  is  called  Cooper's 
and   empties  itself  into    Lake    'Eyre   in   South 
Of  these  four  divisions  the  eastern  or  Pacific 
district  is  the  most  varied,  the  most  fertile,  and  in 
way  the  most  important.     It  has  the  best  climate, 
ichest  soil,  the  highest  mountains,  and  the  most 
ul  scenery,  and  it  comprises  the  larger  portion  of 
ttled  country.     Its  abundant  rains  and  high  tern- 
make  it  suited  to  the  growth  of  almost  all  tropi- 
d  sub-tropical  products,  while  sheep  and  cattle  also 
in  it.     It  is  almost  wholly  covered  with  wood, 
scrub  or    forest,  and   has   much   fine  woodland 
i^ir^  and  a  very  luxuriant  vegetation.     The  coast  is 
y  strewn  with  islands,  which  often  form  fine  har- 
and  within  the  tropics  the  great  Barrier  coral-reef 
ids  itself  at  some  miles  firom  the  coast,  producing  a 
sea  in  which  are  numerous  islands  of  various  sizes, 
offering  scenes  of  great  beauty. 
i  ci\   The  second  division,  or  Upper  DarUng  valley,  is  a 
j^     lOre  open,  pastoral  country,  admirably  suited  for  the  pro- 
"^  Action  of  wool,  though  subject,  like  all  the  inland  parts 
^^f  Australia,  to  severe  droughts.     The  third  division,  or 
f^  .lain  of  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  is  a  tropical  country  of 
^  *  '     and  rivers,  and  is  partlyoccupied  for  grazing  purposes. 
The  fourth  division,  or  that  of  the  inland  streams,  is 
little  known,  but  is  mostly  an  arid  country,  parts  of 
may  be  smted  for  pastoral  purposes,  b^i^  which 
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the  scanty  and  iincertain  water  supply  must  always  be  a 
drawback. 

The  highest  mountaiiis  are  the  BeUender  Ker  peaks, 
not  tsx  from,  the  coasts  to  the  north  of  Bockingham 
Bay,  while  Mount  Dalrymple,  about  100  miles  farth^ 
south,  is  over  4000  feet.  The  ranges  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  colony  are  not  very  lofty,  but  they  contain  the 
"  Glasshouses"  and  other  singular  volcanic  peaks. 

The  principal  rivers  are  the  Burnett,  the  Fit2Toy, 
and  the  Burdekin,  emptying  themselves  into  the  Pacific ; 
the  Flinders,  the  Albert,  the  Mitchell,  the  Gilbert,  and 
Norman,  emptying  themselves  into  the  Gulf  of  Carpen- 
taria ;  the  Victoria  or  Barcoo,  flowing  through  Cooper's 
Creek  to  Lake  Eyre;  the  Dumaresque,  Condamine,  and 
Warrego,  flowing  towards  the  Darling. 

The  coast  of  Queensland  has  many  good  harbours. 
Besides  the  fine  and  extensive  harbour  of  Moreton  Bay,  it 
has  Hervey  Bay,  Keppel  Bay,  Port  Curtis,  Port  Bowen, 
Port  Denison,  Bockingham  Bay,  and  Port  Albany,  near 
Cape  York. 

3.  Climate,  Natural  History,  and  Geology. 

As  Queensland  extends  only  five  degrees  beyond  the 
tropic,  it  of  course  possesses  a  more  uniformly  hot  climate 
than  the  more  southern  settlements  wholly  in  the  tern* 
perate  zone.  It  may,  however,  be  doubted  whether  the  heat 
is  so  oppressive  as  farther  south,  since  Queensland  is  almost 
whoUy  free  from  the  exceptional  hot  winds  from  which 
the  other  colonies  suffer ;  while  their  sudden  and  extreme 
changes  of  temperature  are  equally  unknown  here.  During 
a  large  part  of  the  year  the  weather  is  fine,  the  sky  cloud- 
less, the  atmosphere  dry  and  exhilarating.  The  three 
summer  months — December,  January,  and  February — are 
liot ;  and,  as  much  rain  falls  at  this  time,  tropical  moisture 
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and  heat  are  combined.  In  all  the  coast  districts  the 
rainfall  is  great,  being  about  50  inches  at  Brisbane  and 
Bockliampton,  while  at  Bockingham  Bay  it  is  90  inches. 
Inland  it  decreases  rapidly.  At  Gympie,  about  30  miles 
from  the  coast,  it  is  44  inches;  at  Nebo  (70  miles),  21 
inches;  while  at  Springsure,  160  miles  inland,  it  is  only 
17  inches.  At  greater  distances  inland  it  is  much  less, 
and  altogether  uncertain ;  the  Alice  Downs,  on  the  Thomp- 
son and  Barcoo  rivers,  having  about  10  inches,  with  exces- 
sive evaporation.  The  north  coast  has  the  regular  tropical 
monsoons,  giving  about  seven  months  dry  and  five  months 
wet  weather.  The  mean  temperature  at  Brisbane  is  69^ 
Fahr.,  and  the  changes  of  the  thermometer  are  far  less 
extreme  than  at  Sydney  or  Melbourne,  while  cool  south- 
erly breezes  prevail  throughout  the  year,  so  that  the  heat 
is  rarely  felt  to  be  oppressive.  Over  by  far  the  larger  part 
of  the  colony  frost  and  ice  are  unknown,  while  at  Brisbane 
the  winter  is  a  most  delightful  season,  with  cool  mornings 
and  evenings,  bright  and  warm  days,  the  sky  always  blue, 
and  the  air  wonderfully  transparent.  This  colony  is 
almost  entirely  free  from  epidemic  diseases,  and  is  very 
favourable  to  the  European  constitution,  especially  to  those 
with  a  tendency  to  consumption.  Although  most  of  the 
mining  districts  are  well  within  the  tropics,  the  dryness 
and  purity  of  the  air  are  such,  that  Europeans  pursue 
the  laborious  occupation  of  gold-mining  as  easily  as  in 
other  psots  of  Australia. 

The  natural  products  of  Queensland  differ  chiefly  from 
those  of  New  South  Wales  by  the  presence  of  a  number 
of  tropical  forms,  which  everywhere  intermingle  with  the 
usual  Australian  types.  Thus,  in  the  vegetation  of  Aus- 
trsJia,  we  first  meet  with  the  screw-pines  {Pandanvs)  at 
Moreton  Island,  in  latitude  27''  south,  and  Araucarias  at 
Port  Bowen,  just  within  the  tropic.  The  sea-coasts  are 
chiefly  tenanted  by  an  Indian  vegetation,  including  man- 
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groves  and  PandanL  Farther  inland  we  have  many 
Indian  genera  of  leafy  trees,  very  different  from  the  nsaal 
Australian  type.  This  is  hence  called  the  ''  Brushwood  " 
or  "Cedar"  country,  and  it  also  contains  numerous 
Malayan  forms,  especially  Oycas  and  palms  of  the  genera 
Areea,  Caryota,  and  Ccdamus.  Bamboos  and  epiphytic 
orchids  are,  however,  rate;  and  everywhere  Eucalypti, 
AeacuB,  and  other  specially  Australian  forms,  make  up  the 
bulk  of  the  vegetation.  Farther  inland,  over  the  elevated 
sandstone  plains,  is  found  a  peculiar  vegetation  of  small 
trees  and  shrubs,  mostly  of  the  families  Capparideae,  Pitto- 
spore®,  and  SterculiacesB,  with  Bauhinias,  and  the  carious 
bottle-trees  with  swollen  trunks — species  of  DelabeAia 
and  Bra4shychit(m. 

It  is  very  singular  that  in  tropical  Australia  the 
number  of  genera  and  species  of  plants  is  much  less  than 
in  the  temperate  parts  of  the  continent.  Only  about 
2200  tropical  species  are  known,  and  Sir  Joseph  Hooker 
thinks  that  the  total  number  will  not  exceed  3000.  The 
known  species  are  therefore  hardly  more  than  a  third  of 
the  numbers  found  in  temperate  Australia.  It  is  to  be 
nested,  too,  that  about  500  species  are  quite  identical  with 
those  of  India  and  Malaya.  Another  peculiar  feature  of 
the  tropical  Australian  flora  is,  that  several  important 
families,  abundant  in  the  tropics  of  other  parts  of  the 
world,  and  also  found  in  temperate  Australia^  are  either 
scarce  or  altogether  absent  Such  are  the  Dilleniaoese, 
Buettneriaceffi,  Polygaleae,  EhamnesB,  Myrtaces,  Santa- 
lacesB,  OrchidesB,  Liliacead,  and  BestiaceaB. 

In  the  animal  world  there  is  no  such  striking  differ- 
ence. There  are  no  peculiarly  tropical  forms  of  mammals 
in  Australia,  except  a  Cuacus  allied  to  those  found  in  the 
Moluccas  and  New  Guinea,  and  a  sea-cow  (Edlicare)  allied 
to  that  of  India.  In  birds,  however,  several  forms  allied 
to  the  Paradise  birds  of  New  Guinea  {Mdmusodia,  Ptilorhie, 
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Chlamydodera)  occur  near  the  northern  coasts.  In  insects, 
too,  there  is  a  great  change  in  the  numbers,  size,  and 
colour  of  the  butterflies.  The  golden-green  bird-winged 
butterfly  {OrnUhopterci)  is  found  all  through  Queensland, 
and  even  as  far  south  as  Bichmond  Biver  in  New  South 
Wales ;  but  its  small  size,  in  comparison  with  its  Papuan 
relatives,  betrays  the  inferiority  in  climate  and  vegetation ; 
and  on  the  whole,  the  butterflies  of  Northern  Australia  are 
far  inferior  in  variety  and  beauty  to  those  of  the  Moluccas 
and  New  Guinea.  In  Coleoptera  or  beetles  Australia  is 
very  rich,  and  differs  greatly  from  the  Austro-Malayan 
fiauna ;  and  this  difference  appears  to  pervade  the  tropical 
as  well  as  the  temperate  regions.  The  Australian  weevils 
(Curculiondae)  abound  in  large  and  peculiar  forms,  while 
the  aUied  Anthribidse,  which  abound  in  Austro-Malaya, 
are  almost  unknown  even  in  the  most  tropical  parts  of 
Australia. 

The  geology  of  Queensland  has  been  tolerably  explored 
by  travellers  and  colonial  geologists.     The  eastern  and 
northern  portions  consist  of  ancient  formations,  producing 
coal,  gold,  granite,  slate,  and  basalt ;  while  the  western 
interior  is  largely  covered  with  the  Tertiary  desert  sand- 
stone, alike  unproductive  of  minerals  and  deficient  in 
water  and  vegetation.     The  ranges  next  the  coast  are 
granitic,  those  farther  inland  of  Palaeozoic  rocks,  and  it  is 
in  the  intervening  coimtry  that  the  coal  formations  are 
developed.     Granite  extends  with  little  interruption  from 
Cape  York  in  the  extreme  north  to  Broad  Sound  in  lat 
22""  S.,  with  patches  farther  south.     It  rises  to  2500  feet 
high  on  Hinchinbrook  Island  in  lat  IS^""  S.     At  the 
Ravenswood  gold-field  (200  miles  west  of  Kepulse  Bay, 
in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Burdekin  Eiver)  the  formation 
is  described  as  syenitic  granite.     Mr.  Daintree  estimates 
that  one-sixth   of  the   area  of  the  colony  is   granitic. 
Metamorphic  rocks  occur  near  Brisbane,  and  at  the  gold- 
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mines  to  the  nortlu  Paleozoic  rocks  are  yeiy  exteosiTc. 
The  carboniferous  cover  14,000  square  miles  and  the 
Devonian  40,000,  the  latter  extending  200  miles  inlasd 
between  lat.  1 8**  and  29^  They  are  found  at  the  Gympie 
gold-fields  on  the  Mary  Biver,  and  are  of  immense  thick- 
ness firom  the  Burdekin  to  the  Gilbert  rivers.  The  Meso- 
zoic  formations  are  better  developed  in  Queensland  than 
in  any  other  part  of  Australia.  In  the  southern  part  of 
the  colony  there  is  an  Oolitic  coal-field,  with  fresh-water 
and  estuarine  deposits.  Bocks  of  similar  age  occur  on  the 
Barcoo  and  Thomson  rivers  far  in  the  interior ;  while  in 
the  west  and  north-west  are  vast  cretaceous  beds,  believed 
to  extend  over  an  area  of  200,000  square  miles^  or  one- 
third  of  the  entire  colony.  Both  deposits  contain  numer- 
ous marine  shells  of  the  same  genera  as  occur  in  the 
Oolitic  and  chalk  formation  of  Britain.  W-e  have  here 
a  probable  explanation  of  the  curious  fact  of  the  poverty 
and  want  of  specialty  in  the  tropical  fauna  and  flora  of 
Australia ;  for  if  so  much  of  the  tropics  was  beneath  the 
sea  during  the  cretaceous  period,  there  may  have  been  no 
room  for  special  tropical  forms  to  be  developed;  and 
when  the  area  in  question  became  dry  land  it  was  at  once 
overrun  by  such  of  the  specialised  temperate  forms  as  were 
suited  to  it,  and  by  a  number  of  waifs  and  strays  from 
the  tropical  lands  to  the  north,  thus  producing  that  inters 
mixture  of  types  and  want  of  special  character  which  are 
now  its  most  prominent  features.  The  coal  formations  of 
Queensland  are  very  extensive  and  of  great  prospective 
value,  some  of  the  coal  having  been  proved  to  be  of 
good  quality.  It  consists  of  Palaeozoic  or  true  coal,  found 
in  the  central  parts  of  the  colony  about  the  Mackenide 
and  Dawson  rivers ;  while  farther  south,  near  Brisbane, 
and  on  the  Upper  Darling,  there  are  ahnost  equally  exten- 
sive and  valuable  deposits  of  Mesozoic  age. 

Volcanic  rocks  abound,  covering  more  than  30,000 
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square  miles,  and  foiming  open  basaltic  downs,  dome-shaped 
hiUs,  peaks,  or  tabular  ranges,  with  precipitous  ravines  and 
prismatic  columns.  True  volcanic  cones  also  abound  in 
the  Dividing  Bange,  extending  as  far  north  as  the  York 
Peninsula.  Well-defined  craters  and  ancient  lava^streams 
are  often  found,  especiallj  about  lat.  20''  near  the  Burde- 
kin  Biver.  Signs  of  very  recent  volcanic  action  are  to  be 
seen  in  the  Murray  Isles  ojGf  Cape  York. 

Tertiary  formations  cover  about  one-fourth  of  the 
colony,  consisting  of  conglomerates  and  desert  sandstone. 
The  latter  often  renders  a  country  uninhabitable,  the  loose 
surface  being  blown  or  washed  into  parallel  ridges,  some- 
times forming  hilly  undulations,  at  others  furrow-like 
ripples,  and  almost  wholly  barren.  This  sandstone  is 
usually  conformable  to  the  cretaceous  rocks  beneath. 
When  ferruginous  it  forms  the  singular  flat-topped  hills 
of  Central  Australia^  and  near  the  Cloncurry  Biver  in  the 
north  reaches  3000  feet  above  the  sea.  These  sandstone 
hills  are  often  very  picturesque,  and  have  been  compared 
by  the  explorers  to  ruined  castles  or  the  wild  pictures  of 
Salvator  Bosa.  Gorges  and  precipitous  escarpments 
abound,  with  vertical  walls  600  or  1000  feet  deep,  and 
occasionally  even  1800  feet,  according  to  Leichhardt's 
estimata^ 

The  Great  Barrier  Beef  of  Australia  belongs  entirely 
to  Queensland,  and  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  geolo- 
gical and  geographical  phenomena  in  the  world.  It  is 
1200  miles  in  length,  and  extends  along  the  whole 
eastern  coast  from  opposite  Port  Bowen  in  lat.  23"*  to 
Torres  Straits.  Near  its  southern  end  it  is  seventy  miles 
wide,  and  nearly  100  miles  from  the  coast;  but  it  is 
generally  of  much  less  width,  and  the  channel  between 
it  and  tiie  shore  from  five  to  fifteen  miles  wide.     The 

^  For  a  reference  to  the  error  on  Leichhardt's  map  as  to  cliffs  "S800 
feet  higli "  on  the  Alligator  Biver,  see  Chapter  II.,  p.  18,  footnote. 

Q 


226  COMPENDIUM  OF  GEOGRAPHY  AND  TRAVEL. 

navigation  is  dangerous  for  ships  owing  tx)  the  nomerona 
sunken  reefs.  Here  and  there  are  openings  to  the  ocean, 
some  very  narrow,  some  ten  or  twelve  miles  wide ;  and 
it  contains  examples  of  all  the  various  kinds  of  reefs — 
atolls,  fringing  reefs,  and  other  coral  formations.  The 
portion  of  the  reef  above  water,  with  its  numerous  islands, 
is  estimated  to  cover  an  area  of  30,000  square  miles. 
Its  outer  margin  probably  indicates  the  position  of  the 
ancient  coast-line  of  Australia.  This  was  fringed  with 
coral  reefs,  but  as  the  land  sank  the  coral  animals  con- 
tinued to  build  upwards  to  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  thns 
a  great  ridge  was  formed,  which,  broken  and  heaped  up 
by  the  waves  of  the  Pacific,  forms  the  present  huge 
barrier.  Fresh  water  is  very  inimical  to  coral,  and 
openings  are  thus  formed  in  all  fringing  reefs  at  the 
mouths  of  rivers.  These  openings  remain  in  the  Barrier 
Beef,  the  largest  being  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  BurdeMn 
Biver,  which  drains  a  considerable  portion  of  tropical 
Eastern  Australia. 

4.  Popidaiion. 

Owing  to  its  fine  climate,  and  the  mixture  of  mining 
adventure  with  the  culture  of  tropical  products,  Queens- 
land has  attracted  to  itself  a  more  varied  population  than 
most  of  the  other  colonies;  and  this  may  be  said  to  consist 
of  four  distinct  races, — ^the  White,  the  Yellow,  the  Brcwn^ 
and  the  Black,  The  White,  or  Europeans  and  Ameri- 
cans, are  by  far  the  most  numerous,  forming  about  nine- 
tenths  of  the  whole ;  then  come  the  Yellow,  or  Chinese 
and  Japanese,  about  two-thirds  of  the  remainder;  the 
Brown,  or  Polynesian  labourers  (most  of  whom  are,  how- 
ever, Melanesians,  and  nearly  black),  forming  the  other 
third.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  Black,  or  aboriginal 
Australians,  whose  numbers  are  unknown,  but  which  are 
probably  more  numerous  than  the  Chinese  and  Polynesians 
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combined  The  rate  of  increase  has  been  very  rapid. 
Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  colony,  in  1860,  the  popu- 
lation was  28,056  ;  in  1870  it  had  increased  to  115,567 ; 
and  in  1880  it  had  reached  226,077.  Of  these  about 
17,000  were  of  various  non-European  races. 

Unfortunately  the  difference  in  the  numbers  of  the  two 
sexes  still  continues  very  great  The  Chinese  may  be  said 
to  be  all  males;  the  Polynesians  nearly  all;  and  even 
among  the  population  of  European  race  there  is  a  surplus 
of  27,000  males;  the  numbers  being  209,000  males  to 
91,000  females.  The  fluctuations  of  population  are, 
however,  very  great,  more  than  13,000  persons  having 
entered  the  colony  in  1880,  while  it  is  believed  that 
many  more  left  it,  so  that  the  population  in  1881  is 
estimated  to  be  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous 
year. 


5.  Productions  and  Trade. 

The  leading  products  of  Queensland,  in  quantity  and 
value,  are  gold  and  wool ;  but  in  both  these  it  is  sur- 
passed by  New  South  Wales  and  Victoria.  In  such 
tropical  products  as  sugar,  cotton,  and  maize,  however, 
it  takes  the  lead;  and  these  may  be  considered  its  special- 
ties. The  fine  climate  and  soil,  and  abundant  moisture  of 
Queensland,  make  it  adapted  for  a  variety  of  crops.  Even 
wheat  is  grown  largely,  11,000  acres  being  under  this  crop 
in  1881,  and  the  produce  was  larger  than  in  most  parts 
of  Australia,  averaging  20  to  22  bushels  an  acre;  while, 
in  some  instances,  40  bushels  have  been  obtained.  The 
crop  of  maize  covered  44,617  acres;  cotton,  619  acres, 
and  sugar-cane,  20,223  acres.  Arrowroot  and  tobacco 
are  also  grown  in  small  quantities.     The  produce  for  the 
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year  was  223,243  bushels  of  wheat,  1,409,607  bushels  of 
maize,  16,177  tons  of  potatoes,  15,861  tons  of  sugar,  and 
85,455  gallons  of  wina  The  number  of  sheep  was  over 
6,000,000,  and  of  cattle  over  3,000,000.  Besides  these 
crops,  hay  is  lai^gely  made ;  nearly  as  many  grapes  are 
eaten  as  are  made  into  wine«  while  oranges,  bananas,  and 
pine-apples  are  cultivated.  Preserved  meats  and  liebig's 
extract  are  also  largely  manufactured.  The  oolony  is 
very  rich  in  forest  trees  adapted  fc»r  house  and  ship* 
building,  or  for  ornamental  cabinet  work.  It  has  nume* 
rous  hard-wooded  pines ;  also  cedars,  yellow- wood,  satin- 
wood,  native  orange,  sandal-wood,  ebony,  iron-wood,  and 
many  other  kinds  which  ar0  close-grained  and  beautiful, 
as  well  as  the  Casuarinas  and  Eucalypti  of  the  other 
colonies.  In  1880  timber  was  exported  to  the  value  <^ 
£41,381,  and  the  supply  is  practically  inexhaustibla 

The  mineral  resources  of  Queensland  are  large,  and 
are  being  rapidly  developed.  Gold  was  first  discovered  in 
1857,  in  the  Canoona  district;  but  it  was  not  till  ten 
years  later,  in  1867,  that  the  rich  Gympie  mines,  on  the 
May  River,  were  worked ;  and  since  then  many  others 
have  been  found,  especially  in  the  north.  The  Canoona 
district,  near  Bockhampton,  is  rich ;  and  in  the  north  are 
the  Eavenswood,  the  Gilbert,  the  Palmer  Eiver,  and  the 
Cloncurry  mines.  From  1860tol875the  gold  exported 
from  the  colony  was  valued  at  nearly  £7,000,000.  In 
1880  the  known  quartz  reefs  were  1578  in  number, 
and  over  15,000  square  miles  of  auriferous  ground  was 
being  worked.  The  average  yield  to  the  ton  of  quartz  was 
1  oz.  14  dwts.  12  grs.,  and  the  gold  sent  down  by  escort 
was  166,572  oz.  Copper  is  also  extensively  worked, 
28  mines  having  produced  about  £160,000  worth  of 
ore.  Tin  was  produced  to  the  value  of  £114,000 ;  also 
a  little  antimony  and  cinnabar.  Coal  is  very  abundant, 
but  is  not  yet  very  largely  worked     The  coal  beds  are 
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estiinated  to  extend  over  a  sotface  of  24,000  square 
miles.  During  1879  eleven  mines  were  at  work,  and  pro- 
duced 55,012  tons,  valued  at  £22,759.  The  population 
in  the  gold-fields  is  not  so  large  as  formerly,  being  esti- 
mated in  1880  at  3500  Europeans  and  4730  Chinese. 
The  pearl-fishery  is  now  engaging  considerable  attention 
on  the  northern  coasts,  both  native  and  European  divers, 
— ^the  latter  with  diving  apparatus  and  dresses,  being 
employed. 

In  1880  the  exports  of  the  colony  amounted  to 
£3,216,999.  Among  the  manufactories  are  ntmierous 
sugar-mills,  steam  saw-mills,  soap-works,  tanneries,  agri- 
cultural instrument  manufactories,  brick -works,  and 
cooperages.  The  shipping  returns  show  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1880, — inward,  633,673  tons;  outward, 
621,903  tons.  There  are  registered  in  the  colony  26 
ocean  steameis  and  35  riyer-going  steamers,  with  an  aggre- 
gate  of  14,000  tons. 

6.  Boads,  Bailways,  and  Telegraphs. 

There  are  about  10,000  miles  of  public  roads  in 
Queensland,  which  are  kept  up  at  an  expense  of  £70,000 
a  year,  so  that  this  colony  seems  better  provided  than  some 
of  the  others.  Its  extent,  however,  is  so  vast,  that  much 
of  the  interior  must  be  entirely  xmprovided  with  roads. 

There  are  at  present  but  few  railways.  The  Southern 
and  Western  Eailway  extends  from  Brisbane  through 
Ipswich  to  Dalby,  on  the  Darling  Downs,  a  distance  of  152 
miles;  and  a  southward  branch  to  Warwick,  near  the 
borders  of  New  South  Wales  and  165  miles  from  Bris- 
bane. The  Central  Eailway  runs  from  Eockhampton  to 
Bogantungan  a  distance  of  227  miles,  and  is  being 
farther  extended  towards  the  Clermont  mining  district, 
60  miles  farther.     Another   line  from  Maryborough  to 
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Gympie  was  opened  in  1881.  The  Southern  line  is  now 
extended  from  Warwick  to  Stanthorpe  (40  miles),  and 
from  Dalby  to  Boma  (180  miles),  and  a  short  line  in  the 
north  from  Towns ville  to  Eeid  River  was  opened  in  1880. 
Coaches  run  from  the  railway  station  to  the  principal 
towns,  and  communication  along  the  whole  coast  is  kept 
up  by  steamers. 

The  electric  telegraph  is  laid  to  every  town  in  the 
settled  districts,  and  there  is  also  communication  with  all 
the  Australian  colonies  and  with  Europe.  An  overland 
line  also  connects  Brisbane  with  Normanton,  at  the  head 
of  the  Gulf  of  Carpentaria,  1425  miles  distant,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  an  additional  submarine  cable  may  be  laid 
to  this  point,  so  as  to  oSer  an  alternative  line  between 
Australia  and  Europe.  The  cost  of  construction  of  these 
telegraphs  amounted,  up  to  1881, to  £398,900;  and  the 
working  over  such  an  extensive  area  shows  an  annual  los& 

7.  Political  Divisions. 

Queensland  is  divided  into  twelve  large  districts, 
mostly  characterised  by  distinct  natural  features.  The 
older  settlements  are  also  divided  into  counties;  but, 
for  most  purposes,  the  districts  are  alone  referred  ta 
They  are  as  foUows : — 

The  MoBETON  District  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  New 
South  Wales,  on  the  west  by  the  Dividing  Eange,  and  on 
the  north  by  the  Wide  Bay  District.  It  has  an  area  of 
7700  square  miles,  and  comprises  the  counties  of  Ward, 
Churchill,  Stanley,  Cavendish,  and  Canning.  It  contains 
the  city  of  Brisbane  and  the  town  of  Ipswich.  Its  popu- 
lation in  1876  was  66,094;  or  considerably  more  than 
one-third  the  population  of  the  whole  colony. 

The  Dablikg  Downs  District  includes  an  extensive 
tract  of  upland  country  to  the  west  of  the  Moreton  District. 
It  is  the  richest  pastoral  region  of  the  colony,  and  also 
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comprises  much  of  the  finest  agricultural  land.  Wlieat, 
maize,  barley,  oats,  arrowroot,  potatoes,  and  all  kinds  of 
vegetables,  are  cultivated.  It  comprises  the  counties  of 
Merivale,Aubign7,Bentinck,  Marsh,  Deny,  Lytton,  Bulwer, 
Sogers,  Elgin,  Pring,  and  Carnarvon.  The  towns  are  Con- 
damine,  Dalby,  Bowenville,  Kogan,  Leyburn,  Goondiwindi, 
Warwick,  Drayton,  and  Toowoomba.  The  population  in 
1876  was  6472. 

The  Burnett  and  Wide  Bay  District  lies  north  of  the 
Moreton  district  and  south  of  Port  Curtis.  It  is  chiefly 
pastoral,  but  much  tropical  produce  is  grown,  especially 
sugar,  on  the  river  flats.  At  Oympie  are  valuable  gold- 
mines, and  coal  has  been  worked  on  a  branch  of  the  Mary 
River.  It  comprises  the  counties  of  March,  Lennox,  Fitz- 
roy,  Mackenzie,  Newcastle,  Wicklow,  Bowen,  and  Cook. 
Maryborough,  on  the  river  Mary,  is  the  port.  Gjrmpie, 
Gayndah,  and  Nanango,  are  other  towns.  The  western 
and  south-western  parts  are  mountainous,  and  the  area  is 
about  7050  squaro  miles. 

The  Port  Curtis  District  lies  northward  of  the  last, 
from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Dawes  Bange ;  and  it 
stretches  westward  into  the  interior,  with  an  area  of 
14,000  square  miles.  It  comprises  the  counties  of  Flin- 
ders, Clinton,  Pelham,  Eaglan,  Deas,  Thompson,  Packington, 
Livingston,  liebig,  and  Palmerston.  The  chief  towns  are, 
— Bockhampton  on  the  Fitzroy  Eiver,  Gladstone,  Yaamba, 
Marlborough,  and  Gainsford.  In  the  north-west  aro  moun- 
tains 3000  feet  high.  Thero  aro  important  gold-mines  on 
the  Calliope,  Boyne,and  Fitzroy  rivers,  and  also  some  copper 
mines  ;  and  marble  quarries  aro  worked  near  Gladstone. 

The  Leichhardt  District  is  a  large  tract  of  pastoral 
country,  with  abundance  of  grass  and  water,  Ijong  to  the 
westward  of  Port  Curtis.  It  contains  some  gold  and 
copper  mines.  The  chief  towns  are  Banana,  Plainby, 
and  Taroom. 
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The  Marakoa  District  is  purely  paetoial,  to  the  vest 
of  the  Darling  Downs  and  south  of  the  Leichhardt  It  is 
chiefly  table-land  and  open  downs.  The  towns  are  HaaOi 
Suiat,  and  St.  Geoige. 

The  Kennedy  District  is  situated  to  the  north  of  Pott 
Curtis.  It  extends  350  miles  along  the  coasts  from  Gape 
Palmerston  to  Rockingham  Bay,  and  inland  to  Mount 
Eemarkable,  170  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  Bnidekin 
liiver.  It  is  well  watered,  and  has  extensive  pastoral  tracts^ 
as  well  as  much  land  suited  to  the  growth  of  sugar, 
maize,  and  cotton.  Its  chief  town  is  the  port  of  Bow^, 
in  Edgecombe  Bay.  Its  other  towns  are  Cardwell,  Towns- 
ville,  and  Mackay. 

The  Mitchell  District  lies  in  the  interior,  to  the  west 
of  the  Leichhardt.  It  is  entirely  pastoral,  and  very  Utde 
settled,  the  population  in  1876  being  2190.  Tambo,  on 
the  head  waters  of  the  Victoria  or  Barcoo  Biver,  is  the 
chief  town. 

The  Warrego  District  is  in  the  southern  interior,  west 
of  the  Waranoa.  It  is  entirely  pastoral,  and  little  settled 
Charleville,  on  the  Warrego  Biver,  is  the  chief  settlement 

The  Gregory  District  ia  in  the  far  interior,  to  the 
west  of  Warrego  and  Mitchell  It  is  purely  pastoral,  but 
almost  unknown.  Cooper's  Creek  runs  through  the 
southern  part  of  it,  and  Burke  and  Will's  Creeks  more 
towards  the  centre.  This  country  has  a  melancholy  in- 
terest from  its  being  the  scene  of  the  death  of  the  explorers 
Burke  and  Wills. 

The  Burke  District  is  an  enormous  tract,  occupyiiig 
the  whole  north-western  part  of  the  colony  to  the  Gulf  of 
Carpentaria.  It  is  watered  by  numerous  rivers,  among 
which  are  the  Norman,  Gilbert,  Staaten,  Flinders,  Albert, 
and  Nicholson,  all  emptying  themselves  into  the  6ul£ 
Some  portions  are  in  the  hands  of  squatters  for  grazing 
purposes,  but  very  little  is  occupied,  the  whole  population 
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in  1876  being  818,  while  the  area  is  more  than  120,000 
square  miles.  It  contains  the  Cloncnrry  gold-lGeld  and 
copper  mines,  and  the  settlements  of  Nonnanton,  on  the 
Norman  Biver,  the  present  teiminus  of  the  overland 
telegraph ;  Bnrke  Town  on  the  Albert  Siver,  and  Chandos 
on  the  Leichhardt  Biver. 

The  Cook  district  occapies  Cape  York  Peninsula  and 
the  extreme  northern  portion  of  the  colony.  It  is  watered 
by  the  Mitchell,  Kennedy,  and  many  smaller  rivers.  The 
chief  settlements  are  Gooktown,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Endea- 
vour Biver;  Cairns,  a  seaport  on  Trinity  Bay,  with  a  fine  har- 
bour, and  connected  by  a  good  road  with  the  Hodgkinson 
gold-field ;  White  Island  Point,  another  good  port  about  40 
miles  north  of  Calms ;  and  Somerset,  the  most  northern 
town  in  Australia,  situated  at  Cape  York,  and  the  head- 
quarters of  the  missions  to  New  Guinea  and  the  islands 
of  Torres  Straits.  Thursday  Island,  a  small  island  oS  the 
west  coast  of  Cape  York,  has,  however,  recently  been  settled 
by  the  Government  as  a  more  healthy  and  advantageous 
site  than  Someiset,  being  in  the  track  of  all  vessels  sailing 
through  the  Inner  Channel,  serving  as  a  harbour  of  refuge, 
and  much  frequented  by  the  pearl-fishers.  About  120 
boats  are  engaged  in  the  pearl-fisheiy  on  the  surrounding 
coasts  and  islands.  The  climate  is  very  healthy,  a  cool 
south-east  wind  blowing  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  and 
the  temperature  rarely  exceeding  90°— quite  moderate  for 
Australia.  The  Cook  District  is,  however,  chiefly  cele- 
brated for  its  gold-mines,  the  most  important  of  which  are 
known  as  the  Palmer  Biver  and  the  Hodgkinson  gold- 
fields.  The  former  are  situated  near  the  centre  of  the 
district,  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  river  Palmer,  a  tribu- 
tary of  the  MitcheU.  They  comprise  the  Palmer,  Nor- 
manby,  and  Cook  diggings,  covering  a  distance  of  70 
miles.  Cooktown  is  the  nearest  port,  45  miles  from  Nor- 
manby.     Besides  gold,  there  is  tin  in  the  neighbourhood, 


234     COMPENDIUM  OF  6E06RAPHT  AND  TRAVSL. 

and  coal  near  the  coast.  There  is  also  much  good  land, 
so  that  all  the  elements  exist  for  the  support  of  a  thriTing 
population.  There  are  a  laige  number  of  Chinese  and 
Europeans  at  these  mines ;  but  the  natives  are  trouble- 
some, having  speared  many  of  the  miners.  They  are  said 
to  be  a  fine  race,  far  superior  to  those  of  the  south.  The 
Hodgldnson  gold-field  lies  about  60  miles  farther  south, 
and  about  the  same  distance  from  the  coast  It  was  only 
opened  in  March  1876,  yet  roads  have  been  made,  towns 
built,  over  a  thousand  square  miles  of  coimtiy  prospected, 
and  large  quantities  of  gold  procured.  The  reefs  are  very 
nimierous  and  rich.  There  are  nine  quartz-crushing 
machines  at  work,  and  many  more  are  expected.  Eight 
townships  have  been  formed,  containing  about  fifty-five 
licensed  hotels,  and  all  kinds  of  shops,  including  jewellers, 
news-agents,  circulating  libraries ;  together  with  doctois» 
lawyers,  barristers,  and  all  the  various  components  of  a 
settled  community,  brought  together  in  the  centre  of  a 
tropical  wilderness,  in  less  than  one  year,  by  the  magic 
power  of  gold.  The  total  population  of  the  district  is 
variously  estimated  at  from  9000  to  17,000  ;  but  the 
higher  number  is  probably  now  not  excessive.  There  are 
a  very  large  number  of  Chinese  at  the  Palmer  Eiver. 

8.  Cities  and  Towns, 

Brisbane,  the  capital  of  Queensland,  and  an  episcopal  city,  is 
situated  on  the  river  Brisbane,  about  25  miles  from  its  mouUi  in 
Moreton  Bay.  It  is  500  miles  north  of  Sydney,  in  south  latitude 
27"  28',  and  east  longitude  153*  6'.  It  was  originally  settled  in 
1825  as  a  penal  station.  In  1842  the  colony  was  open  to  free 
settlers,  and  from  that  time  the  city  made  rapid  progress.  The 
population,  by  the  census  of  1 8 8 1 ,  was  estimated  to  be  3 1 , 1 09.  The 
Boman  Catholic  cathedral  is  a  fine  building,  and  the  Houses  of  the 
Legislature,  still  incomplete,  have  cost  £100,000.  The  Viceregal 
Lodge  is  very  handsome.  There  is  a  noble  iron  bridge  over  the  river, 
more  than  1000  feet  long,  with  two  swing  openings  of  60^  feet 
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wide  each,  to  allow  the  paasage  of  ahipa.  The  botanical  gardena  of 
Briflbane  are  laid  out  with  great  taste,  and  are  excellently  kept,  and 
the  almost  tropical  climate  permits  of  a  variety  of  interesting  plants 
being  grown  in  the  open  air,  which  elsewhere  have  to  be  separated 
in  different  hothouses.  Here  may  be  seen  the  sngar-caney  the 
tea  and  coffee  shrubs,  the  Paraguay  tea  (Hex  parofftiayefms),  the 
Tolu-balsam  tree  (Myroxylon  toluifera),  the  Malayan  india-rubber 
tree  (Ureeola  ekuUea)^  and  many  other  interesting  plants  of  the 
tropical  and  sub-tropical  zones.  The  Queen's  Park,  Victoria  Park, 
and  Bowen  Park,  also  supply  means  of  recreation  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Brisbane.  The  city  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  hOls  near 
the  head  of  the  Enoggera  Creek,  almost  seven  miles  off,  and  the 
works  have  cost  nearly  £100,000. 

Although  Queensland  has  but  a  small  capital  dty  as  compared 
with  Kew  South  Wales  or  Victoria,  it  possesses  a  rather  large 
number  of  considerable  towns  with  between  five  and  ten  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Ipswich  (population  704 8),  though  not  the  most  populous  of  these, 
is  considered  to  be  the  second  town  in  the  colony.  It  is  situated 
at  the  head  of  the  navigation  of  the  Bremer  River,  25  miles  west  of 
Brisbane,  and  is  the  capital  town  of  the  district  of  West  Moreton. 
It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  slopes  of  three  hiUs,  and  is  very 
healthy.  The  surrounding  district  is  agricultural,  but  some  rich 
seams  of  coal,  which  crop  out  on  the  surface,  have  been  worked  on 
the  banks  of  the  Bremer  and  Brisbane  rivers.  There  is  a  woollen 
manufactory  in  the  town.  It  is  connected  with  Brisbane  by 
railway. 

Mabtbobough  (population  7083)  is  situated  on  the  river  Mary, 
2j^  nules  from  its  mouth,  and  180  miles  north  of  Brisbane.  It  is 
the  port  of  shipment  for  most  of  the  produce  of  the  Wide  Bay  and 
Burnett  Districts,  of  which  it  is  the  chief  town.  There  is  here  a 
wooden  bridge  over  the  river  one-third  of  a  mile  long.  Sugar  is 
cultivated  on  the  rich  land  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  there  are 
nine  large  sugar-factories.  Timber  is  also  largely  ezx>orted,  and 
there  are  large  iron-foundries  and  soap-manufactories.  The  produce 
of  the  Qympie  gold-field  all  comes  to  Maryborough  for  export. 

BocKHAMFTON  (population  7435)  is  an  important  town  on  the 
Fitzroy  Eiver,  45  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  420  miles  north-west  of 
Brisbane.  It  originated  during  the  gold  rush  to  Port  Curtis,  and 
is  now  the  port  of  shipment  for  a  wide  extent  of  country,  and  for 
some  of  the  produce  of  the  Peak  Davu  copper  and  gold  mines.  It 
is  the  starting-point  of  the  Central  Boilway,  which  at  present 
extends  to  Bogantungan,  a  distance  of  227  miles.  There  is  much 
mineral  wealth  in  the  neighbourhood, — ^gold,   copper,  and  silver 
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mines  being  worked  at  tarions  places  witJxin  40  miles  of  the  tows. 
Four  miles  off  are  large  meat-preserving  works,  employing  100 
handSb  There  is  much  good  grazing-land  in  the  vicinityy  which  ii 
being  rapidly  stocked* 

CooKTOWN,  situated  on  the  northetn  bank  of  the  EndeaTomr 
Biver,  1050  miles  north-west  of  Brisbane,  was  established  in  1873, 
and  is  already  becoming  one  of  the  most  important  ports  in  the 
colony.  It  has  a  resident  population  of  about  1693  whites  snd 
3000  Chinese.  It  has  a  custom-house  and  many  fine  warehoosn 
and  wharves.  It  is  the  port  for  the  Palmer  Rivor  gold-fields,  and  is 
visited  by  three  lines  of  ocean  steamers^  giving  it  a  constant  oom- 
m\mication  with  the  other  colonies  and  with  Europe. 

Gtmpis  is  a  large  straggling  gold-fields  town^  prettily  ntuated 
on  hilly  ground,  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  May  River,  116  miles 
north  of  Brisbane  and  54  south  of  Maryborough.  Qold  was  first 
discovered  here  in  1867,  and  the  town  has  now  about  4500  inhabit- 
ants. The  Gympie  mines  have  already  produced  gold  of  the  value 
of  more  than  two  millions,  and  are  still  very  productive.  The 
country  round  is  known  to  contain  copper,  silver,  antimony,  cinnabar, 
bismuth,  and  nickel,  as  well  as  coal ;  but  these  have  not  yet  been 
worked.    There  is  also  much  good  pastoral  and  agricultural  land. 

Of  towns  with  betwoon  one  thousand  and  five  thousand  inhabit- 
ants there  are  but  few. 

Chartebs'  Towbrs  is  a  mining  town  of  about  1700  inhabitanta, 
820  miles  north-west  of  Brisbane  and  90  miles  inland  from  Town^ 
viUe  in  Cleveland  Bay.  The  monthly  yield  of  gold  here  is  about 
6000  ounces. 

CoPFERFiELD  is  a  town  of  500  inhabitants,  600  miles  north- 
west of  Brisbane  and  about  120  miles  west  of  Rockhampton. 
Copper  and  gold  mining  is  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
agriculture  is  on  the  increase. 

Dalbt,  on  the  Darling  Downs,  1120  feet  above  the  sea-level, 
and  140  miles  from  Brisbane  by  the  Western  Railway,  is  the 
centre  of  a  laige  tract  of  rich  agricultural  and  grazing  country. 
Its  population  is  1296.     The  railway  is  now  open  to  Roma. 

Kingston  is  the  chief  town  of  the  alluvial  mining  district  of 
Palmer  River,  and  was  formerly  called  Oakey  Creek«  Its  popula- 
tion now  consists  chiefly  of  Chinese. 

Mackat  is  a  town  and  seaport  of  2075  inhabitants,  situated  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Roneer  River,  north  of  Broad  Sound,  and 
625  miles  north-west  of  Brisbane.  It  is  in  a  pastoral  and  agricul- 
tural district ;  sugar,  tobacco,  coffee,  and  other  tropical  produdaons 
thriving  here.     Sugar  and  mm  are  largely  manufactured. 

MiLLCHESTEB  is  a  mining  town  of  350  inhabitants,  only  2^ 
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miles  from  CharUri  Towtrs,  whose  position  has  been  already 
indicatecL 

Rayenswood  is  a  mining  town  of  1200  inhabitants  (many  of 
them  Chinese),  near  the  sources  of  the  Bnrdekin  River,  and  60 
miles  from  Millchester  and  Charters'  Towers.  There  are  many 
gold-reefs  here,  and  nnmerous  mines  in  the  surrounding  country, 
for  which  this  town  forms  a  centre. 

Roma  is  a  town  of  1838  inhabitants,  the  present  terminus  of 
the  Western  Railway,  and  330  miles  north-west  of  Brisbane.  It  is 
in  a  fine  pastoral  dis^ct,  well  stocked  with  sheep  and  cattle.  The 
vine  is  also  largely  cultivated,  and  2000  gallons  of  wine  were  made 
in  1881. 

Stanthobpe  is  a  town  of  1080  inhabitants,  situated  in  the 
county  of  Bentinck,  184  miles  south  of  Brisbane  and  only  a  few 
miles  from  the  New  South  Wales  boundary.  Its  prosperity  depends 
on  the  tin  mines  of  the  surrounding  district.  It  is  elevated  and 
healthy,  and  there  is  much  good  grazing  and  agricultural  land  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

ToowooHBA  is  the  pzincipal  town  of  the  Darling  Downs,  situated 
on  the  summit  of  the  range,  1940  feet  above  the  searlevel,  102 
milee  west  of  Brisbane.  The  population  is  over  6000,  Wool, 
wheat,  maize,  and  potatoes,  are  the  chief  products  of  the  district, 
which  is  exceedingly  rich  agriculturally. 

• 

9.  GovemrneTU,  Bdiffion,  Educatixm,  etc. 

The  goYemfnent  of  Queensland  is  eairied  on  by  a 
GrOTemor  and  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  called  respectively 
the  Legisktive  Ciouncil  and  the  Legislative  Assembly. 
The  twenty-eight  members  of  the  former  are  nominated 
by  tiie  Crown  for  life,  while  the  Assembly  consists  of 
forty-three  deputies  chosen  by  £10  householders  for  five 
years.  Even  Chinese,  Polynesians,  and  Aborigines,  have 
the  vote  if  they  have  the  requisite  qualification  and  are 
naturalised  British  subjects.  The  members  of  Parliament 
are  not  paid. 

Beligion  is  now  free  in  Queensland,  State  aid  to  any 
denomination  having  been  abolished  in  1860;  but 
ministers  are  registered  to  enable  them  legally  to  cele- 
brate  marriages.      According   to   the    statistics   of  the 
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census  of  1876,  the  proportions  of  the  various  churches 
were — 62,000  Church  of  England,  50,000  Dissenters, 
and  43,000  Boman  Catholics.  This,  however,  probably 
gives  an  undue  preponderance  to  the  Church  of  England, 
as  we  have  seen  to  be  the  case  when,  in  the  other 
colonies,  we  had  the  statistics  of  church  accommodation. 
Here  we  have  the  numbers  of  the  ministers  of  the  various 
denominations  in  1881,  as  follows: — Church  of  England 
43 ;  Dissenters  112;  Soman  Catholics  34 ;  which  renders 
it  probable  that  the  actual  attendants  at  the  various 
Dissenting  chapels  far  outnumber  those  who  frequent  the 
Episcopal  churches. 

Education  in  this  colony  is  £ree  and  secular,  religious 
instruction  only  being  given  by  ministers  or  others  out  of 
school  hours.  Primary  schools  are  either  wholly  sup- 
ported by  the  Government,  or  are  assisted  by  it  The 
formation  and  maintenance  of  higher  schools  in  any 
locality  is  also  aided  by  the  State.  The  whole  system  of 
education  is  controlled  by  a  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion imder  a  Minister  for  Education.  In  1876  there 
were  in  all  338  primary  schools,  with  an  average  attend- 
ance of  23,818  children,  at  a  cost  of  £2:17:1^  each. 
According  to  the  census  return,  about  two-thirds  of  the 
entire  population  can  read  and  write.  There  are  also 
6  Grammar  Schools,  27  Schools  of  Art,  1  Free  library, 
and  2  Miners'  Institutes  in  Queensland,  21  Public'  Hospi- 
tals, and  4  Orphan  Asylums.  These  are  supported  by 
private  contributions,  and  are  assisted  by  the  Stete. 

Criminals  are  made  to  grow  sugar  and  tobacco  on  St. 
Helena  Island  in  Moreton  Bay,  the  result  being  that  the 
cost  of  their  maintenance  is  reduced  to  £3  or  £4  a  head 
for  the  year. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  GOLONT  OF  TASKANLU 

1.  Origin,  Position,  Area. 

The  insular  colony  of  Tasmania  is  in  many  respects  the 
most  interesting,  as  it  is  certainly  the  most  beautiful  por- 
tion of  Australia.  Originating  as  a  convict  settlement, 
in  1804,  its  settlers  had  many  arduous  struggles  with 
bushrangers  and  natives,  till  the  remnant  of  the  latter 
were  induced  to  surrender  in  1832,  and  the  convict 
system  was  finally  abolished  in  1853.  It  continued  to 
be  a  dependency  of  New  South  Wales  till  1825,  when, 
on  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants,  it  was  made  a  colony, 
and  in  1855  was  granted  a  constitutional  Gk)vemment. 

Situated  to  the  south  of  the  most  southern  portion  of 
Australia,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  a  strait  150 
miles  wide,  Tasmania  is  far  more  temperate  and  equable 
in  climate  than  any  part  of  the  mainland.  It  lies  between 
40"*  40'  and  43''  38' south  latitude,  and  is  about  200 
miles  long,  and  a  little  less  in  width,  having  the  form  of 
a  semi-ellipse  or  heart;  the  base,  which  is  somewhat 
hollowed  out,  to  the  north,  and  the  vertex  to  the  south, 
where  the  coast  is  more  irregular.  Its  western  extremity 
is  nearly  due  south  of  Geelong,  in  Victoria,  from  which  it 
is  distant  about  180  miles.  Its  area  is  about  24,500 
square  nules,  and  its  numerous  dependent  islands  amount 
to  an  additional  1800  square  miles.  Although  the  out- 
line of  Tasmania  is  generally  even  and  well-ddBned,  it  is 
broken  up  in  detail,  so  as  to  afford  many  bays  and  inlets, 
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and  a  number  of  good  harbouis.  On  the  noitli  are  Port 
Frederick,  Port  Sorell,  and  Port  Dalrymple ;  on  flie  east, 
Great  Swan  Port;  on  the  south,  Port  Arthur,  Norfolk 
Bay,  Cloudy  Bay,  Port  Davey,  and  many  others  ;  and  on 
the  west  (which  is  for  the  most  part  a  rocky  iron-bound 
coast),  there  is  only  one  important  inlet,  Macquarie  Har- 
bour. There  are  in  all  55  Tasmanian  islands, — ^the  most 
important  being  Flinders  Island  and  Barren  Island,  at 
the  eastern  entrance  to  Bass's  Straits;  King  Island,  on  the 
west;  Bobbins,  Hunter,  and  the  Three  Hummocks,  at  the 
north-western  angle ;  Schouten  and  Maria  Islands,  on  &e 
east  coast;  and  Bruny  Island,  on  the  soutL  The  100* 
fathom  line  of  soundings  round  Australia  includes  all  these 
islands  and  Tasmania  it8elf«  indicating  the  former  union 
of  the  two  countriesL 

2.  Physical  Features. 

Tasmania  may  be  called  the  Switzerland  of  the  south, 
and  is  perhaps  the  most  thoroughly  mountainous  island 
on  the  globe.  It  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  any  moun- 
tain ranges,  but  is  one  continuous  series  of  mountains  and 
valleys,  peaks  and  glens.  The  highest  mountains  just 
exceed  5000  feet;  but  there  are  more  than  twenty  whidi 
range  between  4000  and  5000  feet,  and  these  are  pretlj 
evenly  distributed  over  the  whole  island,  being  found 
in  the  north-east,  north-west,  centre,  and  soutL  The 
south-eastern  portion  only  is  somewhat  lower,  but  is 
equally  mountainous,  the  heights  ranging  &om  one  to  three 
thousand  feet  We  have  here  an  admirable  example  of 
the  effects  of  sub-aerial  denudation,  or  the  eating  away  of 
a  coimtry  by  atmospheric  agencies, — rain  and  running 
water,  frost  and  ice,  assisted  perhaps  by  subterranean 
movements.  The  island  was  once  a  vast  undulating  table- 
land, the  surface  of  which  is  generally  indiicated  by  the 
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higher  motmtam  tops  now  dotted  over  its  whole  surface. 
The  yalleys  have  been  excavated  in  the  softer  or  more 
decomposable  rocks.  There  has  probably  been  a  subsi- 
dence towards  the  south-east^  indicated  by  the  lower 
elevation  of  the  moimtains,  and  by  the  islands,  peninsulas, 
and  generally  broken  character  of  the  coast.  In  this 
direction  ia  the  great  line  of  valleys,  which  affords  the 
means  of  commimication  between  the  north  and  south  of 
the  island.  In  the  north-east  and  west-central  portions 
are  extensive  tracts  of  high  table-land,  from  which  rise  the 
two  highest  of  the  mountain-peaks, — Cradle  Mountain  in 
the  west  (5069  feet),  and  Ben  Lomond  in  the  east  (5010 
feet). 

3.    RiV€TB, 

Tasmania  abounds  in  rivers,  often  navigable  at  their 
mouths,  flowing  amid  fine  scenery  and  magnificent  forests, 
and  often  adorned  with  picturesque  waterfalls.  The  largest 
is  the  Derwent,  which  rises  in  the  central  plateau,  and 
enters  the  sea  at  Hobart  Town ;  the  Tamar,  which  receives 
its  chief  supplies  from  the  north-eastern  plateau,  and, 
after  passing  Launceston,  forms  a  fine  estuary,  into 
which  flow  the  united  waters  of  the  Macquarie  and  the 
Esk ;  the  Heron,  in  the  south,  though  a  short  river,  is 
navigable,  and  has  a  noble  estuary ;  the  Gordon  and  the 
King  rivers,  on  the  west,  flow  into  Macquarie  harbour. 
In  the  north-west  are  the  Pieman  and  Arthur  rivers ;  in 
the  north  are  a  great  number  of  small  streams, — the 
Forth,  the  Mersey,  and  the  Bingaroma,  being  the  largest ; 
on  the  east  the  water-parting  is  very  near  the  coast, 
and  there  are  no  rivers  till  we  come  to  the  Swan  and 
Swanport  in  Oyster  Bay,  with  the  Prosser  and  the  Coal 
Biver  in  the  south-east 
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4,  Lakes. 

Tasmania  shows  itself  to  be  a  truly  alpine  region  by 
the  possession  of  numerous  moimtain  lakes  near  the 
sources  of  its  rivers.  The  largest  are  Great  Lake  and 
Lake  St.  Clair,  in  the  central  plateau,  and  forming  the 
sources  of  the  Derwent  and  its  branches.  The  former  is 
about  12  miles  long,  and  has  an  area  of  28,000  acres; 
the  latter  is  somewhat  smaller,  being  10  miles  long  and 
covering  about  10,000  acres.  Arthur*s  Lake  and  Lake 
Echo  are  nearly  as  large,  and  there  are  a  great  many 
smaller  lakes  and  mountain  tarns.  Most  of  these  are 
very  deep,  situated  in  rock-basins,  and  owing  their  origin 
to  the  same  causes  which  have  produced  the  beautiful 
lakes  of  the  European  Alps,  of  Scotland,  Cumberland, 
Wales,  and  other  mountainous  countries  in  the  temperate 
zone. 

The  scenery  of  Tasmania  is  picturesque  and  varied. 
Its  higher  mountams  are  snow-capped  for  a  large  part  of 
the  year,  while  their  slopes  and  valleys  are  clothed  with 
evergreen  forests.  Fine  peaks,  rocky  precipices,  rushing 
streams,  and  foaming  cataracts,  alternate  with  fertile  plains 
and  valleys,  or  grassy  uplands.  The  central  valley  and 
its  branches  furnish  much  fertile  land,  and  it  is  here  that 
the  best  cultivated  tracts  are  seen.  Here  are  well-fenoed 
fields,  highly-cultivated  gardens,  good  roads,  well-built 
homesteads,  and  all  the  characteristics  of  the  best  parts  of 
England.  Mr.  William  Howitt  (writing  in  1854)  thns 
describes  the  portion  of  this  valley  between  Campbell 
Town  and  Hobart  Town : — "  The  coimtry,  the  farther  we 
advanced  towards  Hobart  Town,  increased  in  beauty.  The 
valley  along  which  we  drove  became  narrower,  the  hills 
more  lofty,  and  much  more  varied  in  their  outline,  than 
any  Australian  scenery  which  I  had  yet  seen.  The 
valleys  were  rich,  and,  for  the  most  part,  as  well  cultivated 
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as  in  England.  Owing  to  the  difference  of  tennre  here 
and  in  Victoria,  a  very  different  state  of  things  has  been 
the  result  Here  the  occupiers  of  the  land  are  the  owners, 
not  mere  squatters  who  have  no  sure  tenure  of  the  land, 
and  therefore  do  nothing  to  it.  Here  then,  instead  of 
mere  isolated  wooden  huts,  standing  in  the  unappropriated 
forest,  we  have  a  constant  succession  of  towns  and  villages 
bearing  the  singular  medley  of  names  which  colonists 
delight  in,  —  Boss,  Oatlands,  Green  Ponds,  Brighton, 
Bagdad,  Jericho,  Jerusalem;  and,  of  course,  the  river 
Jordan.  All  round  these  villages,  which  consist  of  sub- 
stantial and  even  elegant  houses,  extend  the  richest  fields, 
enclosed  with  hedges,  generally  of  sweet-brier,  or  furze,  or 
broom ;  but  also  a  good  many  of  honest  English  hawthorn. 
There  you  see  cattle,  sheep,  pigs  enormously  fat,  aud 
abundance  of  poultry  of  all  kinds,  feeding  and  flourishing 
in  their  respective  resorts — the  meadows,  the  woodland 
slopes,  or  the  farm-yards.  It  is  England  all  over.  Every- 
where you  desciy  lovely  country  houses,  with  all  the 
earthly  blessings  of  fine  gardens  well  walled  in,  with  their 
conservatories  and  forcing-houses,  their  extensive  shrub- 
beries, verdant  parks  and  lawns,  fields  in  pasture  or  under 
the  plough,  and  woods  sloping  down  solemnly  from  the 
hOls,  with  a  very  tempting  aspect  Many  of  these  hills 
are  remarkably  steep,  yet  so  rich  and  smooth  are  they, 
that  the  farmers  have  ploughed  them  to  their  very  sum- 
mits, and  grow  splendid  crops  of  com  where  you  would 
hardly  have  supposed  that  a  team  could  have  maintained 
its  footing." 

5.  ClimaU,  Natural  History,  and  Geology. 

The  climate  of  Tasmania  has  many  advantages  over 
that  of  any  other  part  of  Australia,  and  it  is  hence  termed 
the  sanatorium  of  the  south.     Owing  to  its  small  area  and 
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exceedingly  uneven  surface,  a  considerable  elevation,  with 
a  corresponding  change  of  temperature,  is  eveiywheie 
within  reach  by  a  journey  of  a  few  hours.  It  possesses 
the  full  summer  heat  due  to  its  latitude,  and  even  some 
excess,  for  it  feels  the  hot  northern  winds  from  the 
Australian  plains ;  but,  however  hot  the  days  may  be,  the 
nights  are  always  cool  and  refreshing,  owing  to  the  ppoxiimty 
of  lofty  mountains  and  the  cool  Antarctic  seas.  The  mean 
temperature  of  Hobart  Town  is  54^®  Fahr.  The  mean 
summer  temperature  is  62"^  with  a  maximum  (rarely)  of 
100**,  while  the  mean  of  winter  is  47**  with  a  minimum 
rarely  falling  below  29**;  though  on  the  uplands  at  an 
elevation  of  2000  feet  it  often  sinks  to  18**  below  the 
freezing  point,  producing  ice  of  a  considerable  thickness. 
Kain  varies  in  quantity  in  different  parts  of  the  island, 
Hobart  Town  and  the  east  coast  having  little  more  than 
20  inches,  Launceston  about  30,  while  Macquaiie  Harbour 
has  over  100  inches.  But  it  also  varies  greatly  at  the 
same  place,  Hobart  Town  having  a  range  of  from  14  to 
40  inches.  The  rainfall,  though  small,  is  well  distributed 
over  the  year,  the  mean  number  of  days  on  which  rain 
falls  at  Hobart  Town  being  145,  occurring  more  or  less  in 
every  season.  There  is  abundance  of  wind,  often  violent, 
but  thunderstorms  are  rare.  The  atmosphere  is  rich  in 
ozone,  and  epidemic  diseases  are  almost  unknown.  The 
climate  of  Tasmania  is^  highly  favourable  to  infant  life, 
nine  out  of  every  ten  bom  surviving  the  first  year ;  and  it 
is  especially  restorative  to  enfeebled  constitutions  from 
warmer  countries. 

Flora, — ^Although  the  physical  features  and  climate  of 
Tasmania  are  so  marked,  and  the  island  is  separated  by 
so  wide  an  area  of  the  sea  from  the  Australian  continent, 
yet  its  flora  is  essentially  Australian,  and  more  especially 
allied  to  that  of  the  mountainous  parts  of  Victoria.  Out 
of  1063  species  of  flowering  plants  only  280  are  not 
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Australian,  while  only  22  genera  and  267  species  are 
peculiar  to  Tasmania.  It  is  curious  that,  although  appa- 
rently so  isolated  from  all  the  world  except  Australia,  this 
island  possesses  a  considerably  larger  number  of  European 
genera  and  species  of  plants,  as  well  as  a  larger  proportion 
of  plants  characteristic  of  New  Zealand  and  the  Antarctic 
lands  than  are  found  in  Australia  itself.  The  forests 
abound  with  valuable  timbers,  the  blue  gum  {Euccdyptvs 
globtdiis)  often  reaching  a  height  of  more  than  300  feet, 
while  the  celebrated  Huon  pine  (Bacrydium  Franklini) 
is  a  most  valuable  timber  for  ship-building.  Beautiful 
flowers  abound;  the  Epacrises,  Compositse,  Butacese,  and 
L^uminosse  are  rich  in  species,  and  there  are  nearly  eighty 
distinct  kinds  of  terrestrial  orchidese,  many  of  them  having 
the  most  curious  and  elegant  flowers. 

Fauna. — ^It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  animal 
life  of  Tasmania  ofifers  more  striking  peculiarities  than  do 
its  vegetable  forms.  It  possesses  two  remarkable  mammals, 
each  forming  a  distinct  genus,  and  both  quite  unknown  on 
the  mainland.  Oue  is  the  "  tiger  wolf  "  of  the  colonists — 
the  Thyla/AnvA  cynocephcdus  of  naturalists — the  largest  of 
the  carnivorous  marsupials.  It  is  nearly  as  large  as  a 
wolf,  and  is  handsomely  striped  across  the  back  and  hind 
quarters.  It  is  exceedingly  bloodthirsty,  and  commits 
great  havoc  among  the  flocks  of  the  settlers  whose  farms 
lie  near  the  wooded  mountains  in  which  it  dwells.  The 
other  animal  is  the  SarcophUus  ursinus  or  "  native  devil," 
a  thickset  creature  resembling  an  ugly  bear-like  cat.  It 
is  black  with  white  patches,  and,  considering  its  smaller 
size,  is  even  more  destructive  than  the  Thyladnus,  and  is 
exceedingly  savage  and  untamable.  It  was  formerly  very 
abundant  and  destroyed  great  quantities  of  poultry  and 
sheep,  but  having  been  persistently  himted  and  trapped,  is 
now  getting  scarce  in  most  districts.  Both  these  animak 
are  noctumaL      It  is  a  very  singular  fact  that  both 
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these  species  have  recently  become  extinct  in  Anstraliai 
their  remains  being  found  in  the  Post-tertiary  drifts  and 
caye-deposits.  What  causes  can  have  exterminated  such 
hardy  and  ferocious  creatures  in  the  one  countiy,  and 
preserved  them  in  the  other,  it  is  not  easy  to  conjectare. 
There  are  no  other  genera  of  mammals  peculiar  to  Tas- 
mania, but  several  of  the  species  are  distmct  from  those  of 
the  mainland ;  among  them  the  Echidna  or  porcupine  ant- 
eater,  and  the  wombat,  but  the  latter,  though  offering  some 
differences,  is  not  generally  admitted  as  a  distinct  species 
by  naturalists.  Birds  are  abundant,  but  they  are  generally 
the  same  as  those  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  Australia,  no 
genera  and  comparatively  few  species  being  peculiar.  There 
are  only  three  species  of  snakes,  but  all  are  venomous. 

Oeology. — ^The  extremely  mountainous  character  of  the 
whole  surface  of  Tasmania  leads  us  to  anticipate  the  wide 
prevalence  of  the  ancient  Palseozoic  and  metamorphic 
rocks,  and  the  abundance  of  granite.  These  formations  con- 
stitute almost  the  whole  of  the  table-lands  and  lofty  peaks. 
Mesozoic  rocks  occur  in  the  lower  hills,  and  are  more  pre- 
valent than  in  Australia.  Sandstone,  supposed  to  be  of 
Triassic  age,  occurs  near  Hobart  Town,  forming  hills  capped 
with  basalt  Tertiary  beds  occupy  much  of  the  larger 
valleys  and  plains,  some  of  the  latter  being  basaltic ;  beds 
of  fresh-water  limestone  occur  in  the  south,  and  there  are 
raised  beaches  on  both  sides  the  Derwent  Biver.  Igneous 
and  volcanic  rocks  abound  Porphyries  and  greenstones 
occur  on  most  of  the  plateaus,  and  form  parts  of  many  of 
the  highest  mountains.  Dykes  or  beds  of  greenstone  are 
the  cause  of  most  of  the  Tasmanian  waterfalls.  These  are 
probably  all  Palaeozoic,  while  basalts  occur  of  every  age 
down  to  the  Pliocene  Tertiary.  There  are  no  true  vol- 
canic cones  or  lava-streams  as  in  Southern  and  Eastern 
Australia.  The  islands  in  Bass's  Straits  are  granite, 
which  corresponds  with  that  of  the  north-eastern  comer 
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of  Tasmania  and  of  Wilson's  Promontoiy  on  the  opposite 
coast  of  Victoria.  The  Secondary  sandstones  produce  fine 
building  material  Limestone  occurs  in  a  longitudinal 
band  in  the  Derwent  valley,  and  on  the  north  coast,  where 
are  extensive  caves.  Coal  and  lignite  occur  in  many 
localities,  and  are  believed  to  be  both  of  Palaeozoic  and 
Mesozoic  age.  Some  of  the  coal  is  of  good  quality,  but 
the  character  of  the  country  makes  the  mines  dif&cult  of 
access,  and  little  of  it  is  yet  worked.  Gk>ld  also  occurs  in 
quartz  veins,  as  in  Australia,  but  in  no  great  quantity,  and 
the  mining  operations  are  of  but  little  importance.  Sich 
iron  ore  occurs  on  the  north  coast  and  in  many  other 
localities.  Tin,  lead,  antimony,  manganese,  and  plumbago 
also  occur,  but  only  the  tin  has  been  worked  to  any  extent. 
There  are  also  some  quarries  of  good  roofing-slates. 

Tasmania  has  been  described  as  a  network  of  ridges 
enclosing  numerous  small  plains  and  valleys.  Many  of 
these  ridges  are  of  greenstone,  with  intervening  valleys  of 
Palaeozoic  rocks,  while  some  of  the  higher  peaks  are 
capped  with  quartz  or  syenite.  When  the  geological 
structure  of  the  island  is  thoroughly  worked  out  and  the 
whole  surface  accurately  surveyed  and  mapped,  we  shall 
have  an  admirable  illustration  of  the  efiects  of  denudation, 
controlled  and  modified  by  variations  in  the  texture  and 
position  of  the  rocky  framework,  in  producing  a  highly 
complex  mountain  system  with  its  intricate  tracery  of 
ravines  and  river-valleys. 

6.  Colonisation^  Pqptdaiion,  etc 

Tasmania  was  first  used  as  a  penal  settlement  in 
1804,  the  convict  establishment  being  at  Hobart  Town, 
but  about  the  same  time  the  northern  coast  was  colonised 
from  Sydney,  and  a  settlement  was  made  at  Launceston 
in  1806.     At  first  the  infant  colony  made  little  progress, 
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and  often  suffered  from  scarcity  of  food.  In  1818  the 
total  population  of  the  island  was  3240,  but  by  1821  it 
seems  to  have  doubled,  while  in  1841  it  bad  increased 
enormously,  amounting  to  57,420.  From  this  time  it 
continued  to  progress  steadily,  but  the  gold  fever  in 
Australia  caused  a  great  exodus  of  adult  males,  from  which 
it  has  hardly  recovered.  The  population,  by  the  census 
of  April  3,  1881,  was  115,705,  and  there  are  over  six 
thousand  more  males  than  females.  More  than  half  of 
the  inhabitants  are  native  born,  and  rather  more  than 
a  third  are  natives  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  proportion 
of  other  nationalities  being  very  small  as  compared  with 
what  exists  in  the  other  Australian  colonies.  Tasmania 
is,  in  fact,  very  English,  in  the  ways  and  ideas  of  the 
people  as  well  as  in  many  of  the  characteristics  of  the 
climate  and  the  scenery. 

7.  Ahoriffines, 

The  aboriginal  population,  which  was  never  numeiotts, 
has  now  become  entirely  extinct,  the  last  of  the  rac^  an 
old  woman,  having  died  in  1876  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
three.  At  the  time  of  the  colonisation  of  the  island  it 
is  estimated  that  they  numbered  six  or  seven  thousand. 
These  people  were  in  many  respects  a  peculiar  race,  quite 
distinct  from  the  Australian  natives,  and  more  resembling 
the  races  of  Melanesia.  They  were  shorter  and  stouter 
than  Australians,  with  flatter  noses,  but  the  great  difiFerence 
was  in  the  hair,  which,  instead  of  being  fine  and  silky,  was 
rough  and  woolly,  Uke  that  of  most  of  the  African  and 
Papuan  tribes.  Their  distinctness  from  the  Australians 
is  further  proved  by  their  total  ignorance  of  the  two 
characteristic  weapons  of  that  country — ^the  boomerang 
and  the  throwing-stick.  They  used  no  weapons  but  a 
spear  thrown  by  the  hand,  and  a  club.     They  had  no 
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shields.  Their  huts  were  as  rude  as  those  of  the  Austra- 
lians— ^mere  open  shelters  from  the  itdn  and  wind.  They 
had  no  clothing,  no  pottezy,  and  no  agriculture.  Although 
Uving  on  an  island,  and  everywhere  near  the  sea  or  navi- 
gable rivers,  they  had  no  boats,  and  only  a  few  tribes  on 
the  south  and  west  coasts  constructed  rude  rafts  propelled 
with  common  sticks  in  place  of  paddles  or  oars.  Their 
only  other  manufactures  were  baskets  and  string.  They 
were  long  beUeved  to  be  ignorant  of  the  art  of  making 
fire,  as  they  were  so  very  careful  never  to  let  it  become 
extinguished ;  but  "  fire-sticks  "  similar  to  those  used  by 
most  savages  have  been  found  among  them,  and  it  is  there- 
fore more  probable  that  the  women  were  made  to  keep  up 
a  constant  supply  of  fire  in  order  to  save  the  men  from 
the  considerable  labour  and  delay  of  procuring  it  by  fric- 
tion in  a  country  where  suitable,  dry,  and  easily  ignited 
wood  was  not  always  to  be  foimd.  They  were  not  can- 
nibals, and  do  not  appear  to  have  treated  their  women 
with  the  same  reckless  barbarity  as  the  Australians.  They 
burnt  their  dead,  and  are  said  to  have  had  a  distinct 
belief  in  a  future  state.  Although  so  low  in  all  the 
material  indications  of  civilisation,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  they  were  far  higher  than  the  Australians 
both  intellectually  and  morally.  When  the  last  remnant 
of  them  were  living  on  the  islands  in  Bass's  Straits,  they 
showed  not  only  an  aptitude,  but  a  positive  love  of 
learning.  They  became  cleanly  in  their  habits  and  neat 
and  orderly  in  their  dwellings.  The  men  became  indus- 
trious ;  they  made  roads,  and  worked  in  the  fields,  and 
they  took  great  delight  in  games,  such  as  cricket,  dancing, 
swings,  and  marbles.  The  women  learnt  to  sew,  and 
made  mat  dresses  for  themselves  and  their  families ;  and 
all  this  is  said  to  have  been  done  without  compulsion  or 
pressure,  but  of  their  own  free  wUL  Taking  all  these 
things  into  consideration,  we  cannot  but  believe  that  here 
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was  a  race  with  capacities  for  advancement  which  nevei 
had  an  opportunity  of  development  till  too  late.  Their 
first  introduction  to  civilisation  was  through  rude  sealeis 
who  visited  the  coasts,  and  the  vilest  convicts  who  escaped 
into  the  interior.  Their  country  being  occupied  by  white 
invaders,  they  made  wax  against  them  in  vain.  Even  the 
mistaken  kindness  of  the  more  humane  settiers  and  of 
the  Government  became  theb  ruin ;  for  the  gifts  of  clothing 
they  received,  in  addition  to  that  which  they  captured 
in  their  numerous  successful  raids  on  the  houses  of  the 
early  settiers,  worn  for  a  time  and  then  lost,  bartered,  or 
thrown  aside,  rendered  them  susceptible  to  cold,  and  thus 
brought  on  the  lung-diseases  that,  more  than  any  others, 
proved  fatal  to  them.  Thus  has  passed  away  an  interest- 
ing race,  whose  affinities  are  a  puzzle  to  the  anthropologist 
Their  origin  will  probably  ever  remain  an  unsolved  enigma. 

8.  Productions  and  Trade. 

The  special  production  of  Tasmania  is  fruit,  and  for 
this  its  climate  is  so  favourable  that  it  could  supply  all 
Australia  with  preserves  if  it  had  cheap  sugar  and  open 
markets,  but  the  colonial  tariffs  prevent  this.  Notwith- 
standing these  difficulties,  the  export  of  fruit  and  jam  in 
1880  amounted  to  the  large  sum  of  £132,674.  Mr. 
A.  Trollope  declares  that  the  fruits  he  ate  in  Tasmania — 
cherries,  greengages,  mulberries,  etc. — ^were  finer  than  any 
English  fruits,  and  they  abound  so  that  they  often  rot  on 
the  trees,  not  being  worth  picking.  Hops  idso  are  largely 
grown,  and  wine  was  exported  in  1876  to  the  value  of 
£46,235.  Wool,  however,  as  in  all  the  other  colonies,  is 
the  most  important  article,  the  value  exported  in  1876 
being  £43  9,6  0  3.  Cheese  and  butter,  wheat,  hides,  horses, 
sheep,  and  beer  made  in  the  colony,  are  other  articles  of 
export 
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The  only  metals  produced  to  any  extent  are  gold  and 
tin.  In  1876  tin  was  exported  to  the  value  of  £341,736, 
while  in  the  same  year  the  gold  amounted  to  over 
£200,000.  Sufficient  coal  is  worked  for  the  use  of  the 
colony.  Bismuth,  copper,  lead,  and  diamonds  have  also 
been  discovered.  Timber  is  exceedingly  abundant,  of  great 
variety,  and  of  admirable  quality.  The  total  exports  oi 
the  colony  for  1880  were  £1,511,931. 

9.  Roads,  Railways,  and  Telegraphs. 

Having  so  long  had  the  assistance  of  convict  labour, 
many  good  roads  have  been  made  in  Tasmania.  The 
main  road  from  Launceston  to  Hobart  Town  (130  miles) 
is  macadamised  and  as  good  as  the  best  English  coach 
roads ;  and  there  are  several  other  roads  to  towns  in  the 
east,  centre,  and  north  of  the  island,  in  fair  condition  and 
traversed  by  mail  coaches.  There  are  two  railways — ^the 
Main  line  from  Hobart  Town  to  Launceston,  133  miles; 
and  the  Western  line  from  Launceston  to  Deloraine,  45 
miles.  A  continuation  from  Deloraine  to  Torquay  on  the 
north  coast  is  partly  made.  Electric  telegraphs  extend 
along  the  railways  and  to  the  other  chief  towns,  in  all  a 
length  of  963  miles  of  wire;  but  several  extensions  are 
in  progress.  A  submarine  line  connects  Tasmania  with 
Victoria,  and  thus  with  the  whole  civilised  world. 

10.  Political  Divisions — Cities  arid  Toums. 

The  colony  of  Tasmania  is  divided  into  eighteen 
counties,  but  many  of  these  are  almost  wholly  unsettled. 
Their  positions  are  as  follows: — On  the  south,  Kent, 
Abthub,  Buckingham,  Monmouth,  and  Pembroke;  on 
the  west,  Montgomery,  Franklin,  Montagu,  and  Eussell  ; 
on  the  north,  Wellington,  Devon,  and  Dorset  ;  on  tha 
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east,  Cornwall  and  Glamorgak;  and  in  t^e  centre, 
Westmoreland,  Lincoln,  Cumberland,  and  Somerset. 
More  important  is  the  division  of  the  settled  districts  into 
rural  municipalities,  nineteen  in  number,  exclusive  of  the 
towns  of  Hobart  Town  and  Launceston. 

HoBART  Towy,  the  capital  city  of  Tasmania,  lias  a  population  of 
21,118,  and  is  picturesquely  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Derwent,  which  is  here  two  miles  wide,  and  forms  a  good  harbour, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  fine  Mount  Wellington,  more  ti^an  4000  feet 
high,  and  often  snow-capped  even  in  the  midst  of  summer.  The 
city  has  many  handsome  public  buildings,  an  excellent  public  library, 
and  many  good  schools  There  is  a  park  of  a  thousand  acres,  called 
the  Queen's  Domain.  Mr.  Anthony  TroUope  thus  speaks  of  Hobait 
Town : — "  It  is  as  pleasant  a  town  of  the  size  as  any  I  know. 
Nature  has  done  much  for  it,  very  much  indeed ;  and  money  has 
done  much  too.  It  is  beautifully  situated,  just  at  the  point  where 
the  river  becomes  sea.  It  is  surrounded  by  hills  and  mountaina, 
from  which  views  can  be  had  which  would  make  the  fortune  of  any 
district  in  Europe.  And  the  air  of  Hobart  Town  is  perfect  air.  I 
foimd  the  summer  weather  to  be  delicious.  All  fruits  which  are  not 
tropical  grow  to  perfection  at  Hobart  Town  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Its  cherries  and  mulberries  are  the  finest  I  ever  saw.  Its 
strawberries,  raspberries,  apples,  and  pears  are,  at  any  rate,  equal  to 
the  best  that  England  produces.  Qrapes  ripen  in  the  open  air. 
Fruit  is  so  plentiful  that  in  many  cases  it  cannot  be  picked  from  the 
trees.  It  will  not  pay  to  pick  it  So  much  in  regard  to  the  gifts 
bestowed  by  nature  on  the  capital  of  Tasmania.  Art — art  in  the 
hands  of  convicts — has  made  it  a  pretty,  dean,  well^constructed 
town,  with  good  streets  and  handsome  buildings.  The  Government 
House  is,  I  believe,  acknowledged  to  be  the  best  belonging  to  any 
British  colony.  It  stands  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  ground 
sloping  down  to  the  Derwent,  and  lacks  nothing  necessary  for  a 
perfect  English  residence.'* 

Many  beautiful  excursions  can  be  made  around  Hobart  Town,  to 
the  mountains,  the  lakes,  the  river  Huon,  the  fern-tree  valleys  ;  and 
everywhere  the  scenery  is  lovely.  The  society  in  the  town  is  good, 
and  thoroughly  English ;  there  are  ample  facilities  for  education ; 
living  is  cheap ;  and  on  the  whole  there  seem  to  be  few  more 
delightful  spots  for  an  Englishman,  wishing  to  Uve  out  of  England, 
to  retire  to. 

Launoeston,  the  second  and  only  other  populous  town  in  Tas- 
mania, is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  on  the  river  Tamar. 
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about  40  miles  from  its  month,  and  at  the  conflnz  of  the  North  and 
Sonth  Esk  riveis.  It  lies  in  a  valle7  enclosed  with  hiUs,  and  the 
lofty  Mount  Banow,  4644  feet  high,  is  only  12  miles  distant  to  the 
east.  The  town  has  wide  streets,  excellent  puhUc  huildings,  an  ex- 
tensive  public  library,  and  public  gardens  nine  acres  in  extent  Its 
population  is  about  12,700  ;  but  though  much  smaller  than  Hobart 
Town,  its  trade  and  shipping  are  about  equal  to  that  of  the  capital, 
its  nearness  to  Australia  giving  it  a  great  advantage  in  this  respect 

The  only  other  town  which  has  a  population  above  1000 
seems  to  be  Westbuby,  situated  on  Quambys  Creek,  in  the  County 
of  Westmoreland,  20  miles  WJS.W.  of  Launceeton  by  road,  but  35 
miles  by  the  railway,  which  takes  a  circuitous  route.  Its  population 
is  1550,  and  it  is  in  the  midst  of  the  best  agricultural  district  in 
the  island.  Other  towns  are  : — Campbeli/town,  with  750  inhabit- 
ants, 40  miles  SJL  from  Launceston  on  the  railway,  and  in  an 
agricultural  and  sheep-grazing  district ;  Belorainb,  with  800 
inhabitants,  at  the  terminus  of  the  Western  Railway ;  Franklix, 
with  600  inhabitants,  on  the  river  Huon,  26  miles  S.W.  of  Hobart 
Town,  in  a  thickly-timbered  and  fruit-producing  district ;  New 
Norfolk,  with  870  inhabitants,  21  miles  N.W.  of  Hobart  Town,  on 
the  Derwent,  at  the  point  where  it  ceases  to  be  navigable,  and  in  a 
hop-growing  district ;  and  Stai^ley,  with  about  600  inhabitants,  a 
seaport  on  the  north  coast,  in  the  county  of  Wellington,  and  situated 
on  the  promontory  of  Circular  Head  :  potatoes  are  laigely  exported 
from  here  to  Victoria. 

The  remaining  rural  municipalities,  with  their  distances  from  the 
chief  town,  are  as  follows  : — In  the  south,  on  the  road  to  Launceston, 
Glenabghy,  5  miles  from  Hobart  Town ;  Gbeenfonds,  2  8  miles ;  and 
Oatlakdb,  51  miles :  in  other  southern  localities,  Sorell,  13  miles 
east  of  Hobart  Town,  on  Pitt  Water ;  BiCHHom),  14  miles  NJ!.,  on 
the  Coal  River ;  Hamilton,  40  miles  N.W.,  on  the  Gyde,  in  Mon- 
mouth County ;  Bothwsll,  45  mUes  NJ^.W.,  also  on  the  Clyde ; 
and  Spbino  Bay,  55  miles  N.E.,  in  Pembroke  County  :  and  on  tbe 
north  side  Evandale,  1 1  miles  S.SJ!.  of  Launceston  ;  Longford,  14 
miles  S. ;  Robs,  48  mUes  S^  on  the  road  to  Hobart  Town ;  and 
TnsQALy  66  miles  SJS^  on  the  South  Esk  River  in  Cornwall 


11.  GovemmeTU,  Bdigion,  Education,  etc. 

The  Govemment  of  Tasmania  consists  of  a  Governor 
appointed  by  the  Crown,  and  two  Houses  of  Parliament — 
a  Legislative  Council  and  a  House  of  Assembly.     The 
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Legislatiye  Council  consists  of  sixteen  membei^  (who 
must  be  over  thirty  years  of  age)  chosen  for  six  years  by 
£30  freeholders,  officers  in  the  army  and  navy,  graduates 
of  a  university,  clergymen,  and  doctors.  The  House  of 
Assembly  consists  of  thirty-two  members,  who  are  chosen 
for  five  years  by  £7  householders  or  freeholders,  and 
persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  Legislative  Council  All 
elections  are  conducted  by  ballot.  The  ministers  must 
have  a  seat  in  Parliament.  Ko  religious  denomination  is 
subsidised  by  the  Government.  The  Church  of  England 
predominates,  having  53,000  members,  and  100  places  of 
worship;  the  Boman  Catholics  number  22,000,  with  32 
churches ;  and  aU  other  sects  about  an  equal  number,  but 
with  a  larger  proportion  of  chapels.  Education  is  com- 
pulsory, and  there  is  a  Council  of  Education  for  the  higher 
branches,  and  a  Board  of  Education  for  elementary  in- 
struction. There  are  schools  in  every  township  giving  a 
free  education,  and  attendance  is  secured  by  a  heavy  fine 
on  the  parents.  The  two  chief  towns  have  several  high 
schools  and  colleges,  and  degrees  are  conferred  by  the 
Council  of  Education  on  such  pupils  as  attain  the  pre- 
scribed standard.  There  are  also  two  scholarships  of 
£200  a  year  for  four  years  at  a  British  university  offered 
for  competition  annually.  Sunday  schools,  also,  are  largely 
attended ;  there  are  good  mechanics'  institutes  and  lib- 
raries in  all  the  chief  towns ;  and,  on  the  whole,  there  are 
probably  few,  if  any,  British  colonies,  where  the  intellectual, 
moral,  and  religious  wants  of  the  community  are  better 
supplied  than  in  Tasmania^ 


MALAYSIA,  OE  THE  MALAY  ARCHIPELAGO, 


CHAPTEB  XIIL 

QIOGBAFHIGAL  AND  ETHNICAL  SUBYET  OF  THE 

ABCHIFELAGO. 

1.   Geographical  Oviline. 

Of  all  the  great  island  groups  of  the  globe,  the  richest  in 
every  respect  is  the  Malay  Archipelago,  lying  between 
Southern  Asia  and  Australia,  and  made  up  of  the  frag- 
ments of  two  continents,  although  now  forming  a  distinct 
geographical  unit  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Asia  and  Australia  were  united  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  Secondary  epoch,  while  the  processess  of  subsidence 
and  upheaval  resulting  in  the  present  insular  formations 
were  not  fully  developed  till  a  much  later  period.  The 
Australian  continent  was  probably  first  broken  up,  as 
indicated  by  the  very  deep  seas  which  now  separate  the 
several  islands  of  the  Moluccas  from  each  other ;  while 
the  Asiatic  continent  may  have  remained  longer  entire, 
and  its  comparative  recent  subsidence  is  equally  well 
shown  by  the  very  shallow  sea — ^always  under  fifty  fathoms 
deep— which  sepcurates  the  great  islands  of  Java,  Sumatra, 
and  Borneo,  from  each  other  and  from  the  mainland  of 
Southern  Asia.  The  extensive  submarine  plateau  comes 
to  an  abrupt  termination  at  the  little  island  of  Bali,  east 
of  Java,  there  being  a  channel  of  great  depth,  though  very 
narrow,  between  it  and  the  adjacent  island  of  Lombok 
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The  same  deep  channel  is  continued  northwards  through  the 
Straits  of  Macassar  and  the  Celebes  Sea,  and  between  the 
islands  of  Mindanao  and  northern  Celebes,  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  Hence  one-half  only  of  what  is  sometimes  called 
the  East  Indian  Archipelago,  and  included  in  Asia,  is 
really  connected  with  that  continent.  The  eastern  half 
is  essentially  Australasian,  not  only  as  regards  the  history 
of  its  origin,  but  also  in  its  fauna  and  flora.  Even 
ethnically  this  extensive  insular  system  belongs  to  two 
clearly  distinct  races — ^the  Malay  and  the  Papuan — so  that 
the  current  expression  *•  Malay  Archipelago,"  here  adopted, 
is  deficient  in  thorough  accuracy.  The  line  dividing  the 
two  typical  races  lies,  however,  considerably  to  the  east 
of  that  which  separates  the  two  zoological  regions,  the 
Malays  extending  to  Celebes,  Sumbawa,  and  to  most  of  the 
islands  of  the  Moluccas. 

But,  while  conforming  to  the  hitherto  received  custom 
of  arbitrarily  including  under  one  appellation  the  whole 
of  the  archipelago  as  fieir  as  the  Moluccas  and  Timor,  we 
may  here  stiU  recognise  several  distinct  groups  traversed 
in  great  waves  by  one  of  the  mightiest  and  most  active 
volcanic  systems  on  the  globe.  These  groups  are — ^in  the 
north  the  Philippines,  followed  to  the  south  by  the 
Moluccas ;  farther  westwards,  by  Celebes  and  by  the 
Lesser  and  the  Greater  Sunda  Archipelagoes,  by  the  latter 
of  which  are  understood  the  three  large  islands  of  Sumatra, 
Java,  and  Borneo. 

All  these  groups— of  which  the  Philippines  with 
Sumatra,  Java,  and  Borneo,  are  properly  Asiatic — are 
separated  from  each  other  by  straits  or  passages,  each 
bearing  a  distinctive  name.  By  far  the  greater  number 
belong  politically  to  Holland,  which  here  possesses  a 
colonial  empire  with  its  seat  in  Java,  rivalling  in  pros- 
perity the  British  East  Indian  possessions.  Besides  the 
Dutch,  we  find  the  Portuguese  established  on  the  Austral- 
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asian  island  of  Timor,  while  the  Spaniard  roles  almost 
exclusively  in  the  Philippines.  Some  islands  or  portions 
of  islands  are  still  independent,  or  subject  to  native 
sultans. 

2,  Physical  Features —  Volcanoes, 

The  Malay  Archipelago  is  traveised  throughout  its 
whole  extent  by  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  continuous 
volcanic  belts  upon  the  globe.  Commencing  in  the 
north-western  part  of  Sumatra,  beyond  the  equator,  it 
extends  through  that  island  and  Java,  then  through  the 
Lesser  Sunda  Islands  to  the  east  end  of  Timor.  Here  it 
turns  in  a  north-easterly  curve  by  Banda,  Amboyna,  and 
Bouru,  to  Gilolo  and  Ternate.  Thence,  turning  westward 
to  the  northern  extremity  of  Celebes,  it  bends  abruptly 
to  the  north,  and  passes  through  the  entire  range  of  the 
Philippines  to  the  extreme  north  of  Luzon.  The  number 
of  true  volcanic  peaks  and  craters  in  this  belt  is  very 
great,  and  they  form  a  continuous  chain,  with  seldom 
more  than  an  interval  of  a  hundred  miles  from  one  to  the 
other.  A  very  lai^e  proportion  of  them  are  in  a  state  of 
activity,  and  many  have  devastated  the  surrounding 
countiy  within  the  historic  era.  In  Sumatra  there  are 
five  active  volcanoes,  in  Java  twenty,  in  the  Lesser  Sunda 
Isles  seven,  in  the  Banda  and  Molucca  groups  about  the 
same  number,  in  K  Celebes  and  the  adjacent  islands  four 
or  five,  and  in  the  Philippines  more  than  a  dozen.  Many 
of  these  are  perpetually  smoking,  while  others  have  been 
frequently  in  eruption  since  the  occupation  of  the  country 
by  Europeans,  and  have  often  been  accompanied  by  dis- 
astrous earthquakes.  Hardly  less  remarkable  than  the 
extent  and  continuity  of  this  belt  of  volcanoes  is  the 
complete  absence  of  all  volcanic  vents  in  the  surrounding 
districts.  The  great  island  of  Borneo,  and  all  of  Celebes 
except  the  extreme  northern  point,  are  absolutely  free 
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from  all  signs  of  recent  volcanic  action ;  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  every  island  which  lies  on  either  side  of  the 
band, — as  the  Peninsula  of  Malacca,  Madura,  Sumba, 
Timor  Laut,  Geram,  Mysol,  New  Guinea,  and  Palawan. 
In  6dl  these  countries  we  have  ancient  crystalline  rocks, 
granite,  and  extensive  Tertiary  beds,  but  no  indication  of 
volcanic  outbursts.  From  the  acknowledged  fact  of  the 
very  general  vicinity  of  active  volcanoes  to  the  ocean,  we 
may  perhaps  interpret  this  phenomenon  as  pointing  out  to 
us,  in  this  great  volcanic  band,  the  outer  limits  of  veiy 
ancient  continents,  while  the  lands  on  either  side  hare 
once  formed  inland  portions  of  those  continents.  This 
agrees  sufficiently  well  with  what  we  know  of  the  existing 
distribution  of  animal  life,  if  we  suppose  Celebes  and  the 
other  islands  to  the  eastward,  as  far  as  the  volcanic  belt, 
to  have  been  separated  from  Asia  at  a  very  early  period, 
when  its  fauna  assimilated  much  more  with  that  of 
Australia  than  it  does  now ;  while  the  islands  to  the  west 
of  Celebes  were  only  separated  from  the  continent  at  a 
very  much  later  epoch,  after  they  had  participated  in  all 
the  more  recent  and  higher  developments  of  its  flora  and 
fauna.  This  view  will  explain  some  of  those  great 
peculi£uities  of  the  fauna  of  Celebes  to  which  we  shall 
have  to  refer  when  treating  of  that  island. 

In  this  extensive  chain  of  volcanic  mountains  many 
attain  great  heights,  especially  in  Sumatra  and  Jam 
Each  of  these  islands  has  one  mountain  about  12,300 
feet  high,  while  the  former  has  four  and  the  latter  eight 
which  exceed  10,000  feet.  In  no  other  part  of  the  chain, 
except  in  Bali  and  Lombok,  immediately  east  of  Java»  aie 
there  any  heights  which  approach  these.  The  volcanoes 
of  the  Philippines  and  Northern  Celebes  do  not  appear  to 
exceed  6000  or  7000  feet,  and  those  of  the  Moluccas 
from  4000  to  5000.  There  is  only  one  moimtain  in  the 
whole  Malay  Archipelago  that  exceeds  in  height  the  loftT 
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peaks  of  Sumatra  and  Javfi^  the  isolated  mass  of  Kini 
Balou,  near  the  northern  extremity  of  Borneo,  which  is  said 
to  be  13,698  feet  high,  and  which  is  probably  far  higher 
than  any  other  mountain  in  the  island,  or  than  any  non- 
volcanic  mountain  in  the  whole  Archipelago.  The 
summit  of  Kini  Balou  is  syenitic  granite,  and  it  probably 
represents  a  portion  of  the  most  ancient  extension  of  the 
Asiatic  continent  in  Tertiary  or  Secondary  times,  since  it 
contains  plants  allied  to  some  now  only  found  in  temper- 
ate Australia. 

From  the  position  of  these  Malayan  islands  between 
19**  north  and  10**  south  of  the  equator,  they  all  enjoy 
that  equability  of  climate  and  abimdance  of  moisture 
which  are  so  highly  favourable  to  the  growth  of  arboreal 
vegetation,  and  which  have  produced  the  great  forest-belt 
everywhere  girdling  the  earth  in  the  equatorial  zone. 
Hence  the  general  condition  of  almost  all  the  islands  is 
to  be  covered  with  luxuriant  tropical  forests  where  not 
destroyed  by  man,  and  this  forest-covering  even  spreads 
over  all  except  the  very  highest  summits  or  precipitous 
rocky  slopes  of  the  mountains.  There  is  only  one  portion 
of  the  region  where  there  appears  to  be  a  natural  defi- 
ciency of  forest,  due  to  peculiarities  of  climate  caused  by 
the  vicinity  of  the  heated  interior  of  Australia.  From  the 
east  end  of  Java  through  all  the  islands  to  Timor  Laut,  the 
dense  forests  that  everywhere  cover  the  other  islands  are  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule,  occurring  only  in  vaUeys 
and  on  the  moister  slopes  of  the  mountains.  The  rest 
consists  of  grassy  plains,  dotted  with  palms  and  thorny 
bushes,  which  latter  often  form  dense  and  impenetrable 
thickets.  During  the  prevalence  of  the  south-east 
monsoon,  from  April  to  October,  scarcely  any  rain  falls  in 
this  area,  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  dry  season 
the  drought  is  so  great  that  many  small  streams  dry  up, 
and  most  of  the  trees  lose  their  leaves.     The  heat  is  then 
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intense ;  and  were  it  not  that  the  nights  aie  cool  and  a 
breeze  always  blowing,  the  climate  would  approach  in 
severity  that  of  Australia  itself.  As  it  is,  the  chief  effect 
is  seen  in  the  long-continued  dj^ness  of  the  atmosphere 
being  inimical  to  that  luxuriant  forest  growth  which  else- 
where in  the  equatorial  zones  clothes  the  earth  with 
perennial  verdure,  and  affords  a  constant  protection  from 
the  rays  of  the  vertical  sun.  The  only  other  parts  of  the 
Archipelago  where  any  extent  of  open  country  occurs  are 
in  Northern  Borneo,  in  Southern  Celebes,  and  some  of  the 
Philippine  Islands,  but  in  these  cases  it  is  probably  due 
to  human  agency  aided  by  the  introduction  of  cattle  which 
have  become  wild.  The  densely-peopled  plains  of  Java 
and  the  elevated  plateaus  of  Sumatra  are  highly  cultivated, 
and  have  been  so  long  the  seat  of  an  ancient  civilisation 
that  the  absence  of  forest  is  clearly  not  to  be  considered 
a  natural  feature. 


3.  The  Malay  Ra^e  and  Langv4igt, 

Of  the  two  indigenous  races  of  the  Archipelago,  the 
Malays  and  the  Papuans,  the  Malays  are  decidedly  the 
more  highly  developed,  the  more  populous  and  important 
They  have  spread  their  language,  their  domestic  animaH 
and  some  of  their  customs,  widely  throughout  the  Padfic 
and  Indian  Oceans,  in  many  instances  to  islands  where  they 
have  effected  no  sort  of  change  in  the  physical  or  moral 
characteristics  of  the  indigenous  inhabitants.  This  wide 
diffusion  of  Malay  influence  is  an  extraordinary  pheno- 
menon, for  the  Malay  race  itself  has  by  no  means  such  an 
extensive  range,  although  it  has  been  generally  supposed 
that  all  the  brown  tribes  with  straight  or  nearly  straight 
hair,  generally  termed  Polynesians,  which  are  widely  scat- 
tered in  the  tropical  and  sub-tropical  South  Sea  Islands, 
belong  to  this  division  of  mankind.     Since  W.  von  Hum- 
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boldt's  studies  of  the  old  Kawi  language  of  Java,  we  know 
that  the  dominant  race  in  MadagEiscar  and  the  Comoro 
group  also  belongs  to  the  Malay  linguistic  family.  Hence 
the  common  statement  that  this  race  has  spread  from  the 
Comoros  to  Easter  Island,  lying  between  the  45^  E.  long, 
and  110^  W«  long.,  or  more  than  half  the  circumference 
of  the  globe. 

But  this  view  as  to  the  extent  of  the  Malayan  peoples 
is  held  by  many  modem  writers  to  be  quite  erroneous,  and 
they  accordingly  give  the  Malays  a  much  more  restricted 
habitation.  The  editor  of  this  volume  has  always  main- 
tained that  the  brown  Polynesians  are  really  quite  distinct 
from  the  Malays,  and,  except  in  colour,  seem  to  have  more 
affinity  with  the  dark  woolly-haired  races  of  the  Pacific ; 
or,  which  now  seems  more  probable,  are  equally  distinct 
firom  both.  This  view  is  supported  by  two  writers  who 
have  great  knowledge  of  the  races  and  languages  of  the 
Pacific.  Mr.  W.  S.  W.  Vaux,  in  a  paper  on  the  Probable 
Origin  of  the  Maories,  read  before  the  Anthropological 
Institute  in  1876,  maintains  that  there  was  once  a  distinct 
Pol}mesian  language,  and  that  the  connection  of  the  modem 
languages  of  the  Ixrown  Polynesians  with  the  Malay  is  by 
no  means  so  intimate  as  many  able  philologists  have 
asserted.  Still  more  important  and  weighty  is  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  W.  L.  Ranken,  who,  in  a  paper  on  the  SotUh  Sea 
Islanders,  read  before  the  same  society  a  few  months 
later,  proposes  the  native  term  "  Mahori "  for  the  brown 
Polynesians,  and  shows  that  their  language  is  totally  dis- 
tinct from  the  Malay,  has  a  different  construction,  has  very 
few  Malay  roots,  and  only  a  few  quite  recent  Malay  words. 
Though  resembling  Malays  both  physically  and  mentally 
in  some  respects,  the  Mahoris  differ  greatly  from  them  in 
others.  They  have  a  much  greater  average  height,  their 
features  are  much  more  of  the  European  type,  and  their 
hair  is  typically  wavy.     He  traces  this  race  to  Samoa  as 


262     COMPENDimC  OF  GEOaBAPHT  AND  TRAVEL. 

their  first  home  in  the  Pacific,  but  primarily  from  some 
part  of  the  Asiatic  continent.  He  says — "  We  ate  thus  led 
to  these  conclusions :  that  they  are  of  some  kindred  race 
to  the  Malays,  of  Mongolian  stock ;  that  they  have  sepa- 
rated from  that  stock  as  distinctly,  and  perhaps  as  early,  as 
the  Malays  themselves,  and  always  had  a  distinct  language ; 
that  they  dwelt  some  time  in  Papua,  and  perhaps  in  other 
lands  of  the  Malay  Archipelago,  and  there  learnt  some  new 
words  from  Malay  traders ;  thence  they  migrated  to  Samoa» 
and  have  since  colonised  the  South  Sea,  sometimes  dis- 
placing Papuan  settlera.  In  spreading  northward  fiom 
Samoa  they  met  another  branch  of  their  own  famUy  in 
the  Kingsmill  Islands,  who  had  probably  travelled  along 
the  Caroline  Archipelago  from  the  Philippines,  and  show 
another  exodus  of  the  same  family  about  the  same  time." 
This  convergence  of  the  views  of  three  modem  writers, 
each  starting  from  a  different  point  and  reasoning  from  a 
distinct  set  of  observations,  as  to  the  radical  distinctness 
of  the  Malays  and  the  brown  Polynesians,  will  justify  us 
in  giving  up  the  term  Malayo-Polynesian  as  altogether 
misleading.  We  shall  therefore  adopt  Mr.  Banken's  name 
"  Mahoris  *'  as  equivalent  to  that  of ''  Brown  Polynesians  " 
used  by  many  authors. 

The  Malays  belong  then,  undoubtedly,  to  the  so-called 
Mongolian  division  of  mankind,  and  this  is  well  illustrated 
by  the  strong  resemblance  between  some  of  the  higher 
types  of  eacL  In  the  island  of  Bali,  A.  R  Wallace  was 
unable  to  distinguish  them  from  some  Chinese  immigrants 
who  had  laid  aside  their  national  dress.  They  are  of  a 
brown  complexion  and  somewhat  small,  the  men  being  on 
the  average  three  or  four  inches  below  the  mean  European 
height  The  face  is  of  a  somewhat  square  or  rather 
rhomboid  form,  not  much  longer  than  broad,  with  high 
and  prominent  cheek-bones;  eyes  black,  but  rarely  oblique; 
mouth  wide  and  large,  with  thick  well-cut  lips;  broad  lower 
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jaw;  Tonnd  and  shapelj  chin;  nose  small  and  short,  neither 
flat  like  the  Negro  nor  prominent  like  the  European; 
nostrils  very  dilated ;  occiput  flat  and  square,  with  thick, 
coarse,  black  hair,  but  with  weak  and  scanty  beard,  and 
that  almost  invariably  plucked  out  by  the  roots.  The  sexes 
resemble  each  other  so  closely  that  strangers  are  often  at 
first  puzzled  to  distinguish  between  the  two. 

The  Malay  is  naturally  of  an  easy-going,  indolent 
character.     In  his  intercourse  with  others  he  betrays  a 
certain  reserve,  diffidence,  and  even  shyness,  which  has 
induced  many   to   suppose   that   there   must   be   some 
exaggeration  in  the  current  accounts  of  his  savage  and 
bloodthirsty  nature.     He  never  gives  open  expression  to  a 
sense  of  astonishment,  surprise,  or  fear,  and  is  probably 
little  affected  by  such  sentiments.     Slow  and  deliberate 
of  speech,  he  leads  up  in  roundabout  ways  to  the  subject 
he  may  have   come   expressly  to   inquire   into.     Both 
women  and  children  are  timid,  and   shrink  from  the 
imexpected  sight  of  a  European.     In  the  society  of  the  ' 
male  sex  they  are  silent,  and  in  general  quiet  and  sub- 
missive.    When  alone  the  Malay  is  gloomy  and  taciturn, 
never  either  singmg  or  talking  to  himself.     But  when 
paddling  together  in  canoes  they  will  occasionally  chaunt 
a  monotonous,  wailing  song.     They  seldom  offend  each 
other,  nor  are  they  prone  to  wrangling  over  money  matters, 
scarcely  venturing  even  to  claim  what  is  lawfully  their  own. 
Coarse  horse-play  is  especially  repugnant  to  them,  the 
Malay  being  extremely  sensitive  on  all  points  of  etiquette 
and  of  encroachments  on  his  personal  freedom.    The  upper 
classes  are  exceedingly  courteous,  comporting  themselves 
with  all  the  quiet  dignity  of  a  well-educated  European. 
Yet  this  outward  refinement,  strange  to  say,  co-exists  in 
them  with  the  most  pitiless   cruelty  and  contempt  of 
human  life,  traits  which  belong  to  the  dark  side  of  their 
character.     Herein  lies   the   explanation   of  the   many 
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diametrically  opposed  judgments^  in  the  various  accounts 
given  by  observers,  of  their  mental  characteristics. 

Some  tell  us  that  these  dwellers  by  the  sea  aie  ever 
hospitable  and  trustworthy,  quiet  and  extremely  indolent, 
but  with  an  insatiable  passion  for  gambling,  which  all 
prohibitive  measures  have  failed  to  suppress.  Other 
accounts  describe  them  as  impulsive,  without  self-control, 
little  to  be  relied  upon,  and  of  fickle  disposition.  Im- 
provident, lazy,  and  averse  to  work,  they  would  gladly 
assume  the  rdle  of  superior  beings,  whose  lofty  aspira- 
tions and  sense  of  freedom  are  degraded  by  the  menial 
occupations  necessary  to  secure  a  livelihood.  They  are, 
however,  distinguished  by  greater  energy  and  acquisi- 
tiveness from  the  other  races  of  the  Indian  Archipelago, 
though  Islam  has  deprived  even  them  of  all  higher  aims 
in  life,  splitting  up  their  local  communes,  and  reducing 
their  pursuits  mainly  to  navigation  and  piracy.  Theft 
and  kidnapping  are  thought  lightly  of,  while  insults,  real 
or  imaginary,  are  savagely  avenged  on  the  spot.  They 
are,  at  the  same  time,  unfoigetful  of  wrong,  false  and  wily, 
so  that  solemn  oaths  are  uttered  with  no  intention  of 
keeping  them,  and  poisonings  are  very  common.  They 
are  passionately  fond  of  opium-smoking,  though  this  is  a 
less  common  vice  than  among  the  Chinese ;  and  of  betting 
over  their  cock-fights,  often  staking  their  very  selves  and 
their  personal  freedom  on  the  issue.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  are  very  frugal ;  and  characteristic  of  their  content- 
edness  is  the  current  expression  asking  for  a  present: 
"  Kachil  presentie,  tuwan,  poer  makan ;"  that  is, "  A  little 
present,  sir,  to  eat."  Hence  the  eating-houses  take  the 
place  of  our  drinking-houses,  and  are  their  chief  places  of 
resort  Here  they  indulge  in  dry  rice,  capsicums,  little 
scraps  of  meat  or  fish,  cooked  vegetables,  and  sweet  titbits 
handed  round  with  a  cup  of  hot  water. 

The  Malays  are  nominally  Moslems,  but  lack  the 
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fanaticisin  of  that  religioiL  The  Javanese^  especially, 
consider  they  have  done  enough  by  observing  the  rite  of 
circumcision,  the  prescribed  ablutions,  and  the  Bamadan 
fast,  while  at  the  same  time  retaining  many  of  the  old 
Hindoo  ideas.  Some  of  them  are  Christians,  that  is  to 
say,  they  attend  the  services  of  the  Dutch  Church,  abstain 
from  shaving  their  heads  or  filing  down  their  teeth,  and 
drink  wine  and  spirits. 

The  lingua  franca  of  the  whole  Eaat  Indian  Archi- 
pelago is  the  Low  Malay,  which  contains  no  rough  or 
harsh  gutturals  or  other  consonants  difficult  of  utterance, 
but  is  soft  and  musical,  in  its  liquid  sounds  somewhat 
resembling  the  Italian.  All  Europeans  in  the  Dutch  and 
English  possessions  speak  this  language,  which  is  easily 
and  rapidly  acquired. 

The  Malays,  to  whom  the  preceding  description  is 
generally  applicable,  and  who  agree  closely  with  those  of 
the  Malayan  Peninsula,  inhabit  all  the  islands  from 
Sumatra  to  Sumbawa,  Celebes,  the  Philippines,  Bouru,  and 
Temate,  with  outlying  settlements  in  Gilolo,  Ceram, 
Amboyna,  Banda,  and  at  several  points  on  the  Papuan 
islands.  Only  a  small  portion  of  these  speak  the  Malay 
language,  which  is  found  chiefly  in  the  central  plateau  of 
Sumatra,  and  around  the  coast  of  Borneo.  In  every  other 
part  of  the  Malayan  area  other  languages  are  spoken,  some 
of  which  are  disdects  of  Malay,  others  distinct  but  allied 
languages;  while  many,  as  the  Bugis  of  Macassar,  and 
especially  the  languages  of  the  people  of  Ternate  and 
lidori,  are  totally  unlike  Malay. 

Again,  the  Malays  may  be  divided  into  two  great 
groups — ^the  savage  and  the  senii-civilised  peoples.  The 
Dyaks  of  Borneo  are  the  best  example  of  the  former. 
They  have  no  writing  or  literature,  no  regular  government 
or  religion,  and  they  wear  only  the  scantiest  clothing  of 
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the  usual  savage  type.  But  they  aie  by  no  means  a  low 
class  of  savages,  for  they  build  good  houses,  they  cultivate 
the  ground,  they  make  i)otteTy  and  canoes,  they  work  in 
iron,  and  they  even  construct  roads  and  bridges.  In  the 
same  stage  are  some  of  the  inland  tribes  of  Somatia, 
Celebes,  and  Bouru.  The  semi-civilised  people  compnse 
all  the  other  Malayan  tribes.  These  possess  written 
languages,  and  many  of  them  peculiar  alphabets;  they 
have  some  scanty  literature,  established  governments,  and 
some  form  of  religion ;  they  wear  a  regular  costume,  they 
spin  and  weave  cotton  or  other  textile  fabrics,  and  make 
use  of  a  considerable  variety  of  tools  and  weapons.  We 
will  now  pass  on  to  the  consideration  of  the  several 
geographical  divisions  of  the  Archipelago  which  the  vari- 
ous tribes  of  Malays  inhabit 
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CHAPTER   XIV. 

THE  PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS. 

1.  Geographical  OtUline, 

!h£  Philippines  extend  almost  due  north  and  south  from 
Formosa  to  Borneo  and  the  Moluccas,  embracing  an 
tetent  of  16°  of  latitude  and  9°  of  longitude.  To  the 
aorth  the  nearest  land  is  the  island  of  Formosa^  distant 
ibout  175  miles ;  to  the  north-west  China  is  distant  about 
800  miles ;  to  the  south  Borneo  about  80  miles ;  and  to 
the  south-east  the  Tulour  Island,  the  northernmost  of  the 
Moluccas,  about  140  miles.  If,  however,  the  Sooloo 
Islands  are  included  in  the  Archipelago,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered to  approach  within  about  20  miles  of  the  north- 
eastern peninsula  of  Borneo. 

According  to  Spanish  authors,  the  Philippines  amount 
to  408  islands,  exclusive  of  mere  rocks  and  uninhabited 
islets.  Two  islands  are  pre-eminently  large — ^Luzon,  which 
is  larger  than  Ireland  by  a  half,  and  Mindanao,  which 
exceeds  it  by  a  fifth.  Seven  others  are  of  considerable 
size — Samar,  Leyte,  Zebu,  Negros,  Panay,  Mindoro,  and 
Palawan — the  largest  of  these,  Palawan  and  Panay,  being 
each  about  half  as  large  as  Sicily,  and  the  smallest,  Zebu, 
about  one-fifth  the  size  of  that  island.  Then  come  two, 
Bohol  and  Masbate,  considerably  smaller  than  Zebu ;  after 
which  are  about  20  islands,  such  as  the  Calamines, 
Marinduque,  Basilan,  and  Catanduanes,  all  of  which  are 
laiger  than  Singapora  The  entire  archipelago  is  said  to 
contain  an  area  of  about  200,000  geographical  square 
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miles^  but  this  estiinate  must  include  the  almost  land« 
locked  water  surface  between  the  islands,  as  the  actual 
land  area  is  only  about  114,000  square  miles. 

Most  of  the  islands  lie  in  a  general  north  and  south 
direction,  and  have  mountain  chains  running  through 
them ;  and  if  we  leave  out  Palawan  and  the  Sooloo 
Islands,  the  remainder  form  such  a  compact  group,  with 
such  narrow  straits  between  them,  as  to  have  all  the 
appearance  of  one  great  island  which  has  been  broken  up 
by  submergence  and  volcanic  action.  There  is,  in  fact, 
no  other  archipelago  on  the  globe  which  contains  so  many 
islands  compactly  massed  together  as  the  Philippiaes. 

With  the  exception  perhaps  of  Palawan,  all  the  islands 
are  more  or  less  volcanic,  and  form  a  part  of  the  great 
volcanic  belt  which  passes  through  the  entire  Malay 
Archipelago.  The  active  volcanoes,  however,  seem  to  be 
confined  to  the  two  large  islands  Luzon  and  Mindanao ; 
but  many  of  the  other  islands  contain  extinct  craters,  and 
some  of  them  solfataras  and  hot  springs.  The  geological 
formation  of  the  islands  is  very  little  known,  but  the 
occurrence  of  gold  in  quartz  veins,  of  lead  and  copper  ores, 
of  metallic  copper  in  the  southern  part  of  Luzon,  and  of 
gold  in  Mindanao,  are  indications  of  the  presence  of 
crystalline  rocks  probably  of  Palaeozoic  age.  Limestone 
also  abounds,  and  almost  everywhere  raised  coral  ree& 
indicate  the  recent  elevation  of  much  of  the  country. 

All  the  larger  islands  are  abundantly  supplied  with 
rivers,  and  as  there  are  almost  always  extensive  plains 
between  the  mountains  and  the  sea,  large  tracts  of  land 
are  overflowed  and  fertilised  by  them.  Both  Luzon  and 
Miadcmao  contain  many  large  lakes  in  the  interior. 
The  climate  varies  with  the  latitude,  which  ranges 
from  5°  north  of  the  equator  to  within  the  same  dis* 
tance  of  the  tropic  of  Cancer.  The  northern  portion  is 
subject  to  the  north-east  and  south-west  monsoons,  the 
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first  being  the  most  violent.  At  the  changes  of  the  mon- 
soons  occur  the  terrific  hurricanes  known  as  typhoons. 
They  are  most  prevalent  in  the  month  of  October,  and 
often  devastate  the  country,  destroying  both  life  and  pro- 
perty to  as  great  an  extent  as  the  most  violent  earth- 
quakes, which  are  also  frequent  in  the  same  districts. 
Within  ten  degrees  of  the  equator  typhoons  are  unknown, 
so  that  the  large  island  of  Mindanao  is  exempt  from  this 
scourge.  The  rainfall  is  very  great,  being  98  inches  at 
Manilla,  and  it  is  also  very  regular ;  but^  as  much  of  it 
falls  in  a  comparatively  short  time,  a  great  extent  of  the 
flat  coimtry  becomes  flooded,  the  rivers  overflow  their 
banks,  and  are  converted  into  temporary  lakes  many 
leagues  in  expanse.  The  temperature  is  high,  but  not 
excessive ;  and,  owing  to  the  great  amount  of  sea  which 
interpenetrates,  among  the  islands,  it  is  almost  as  uniform 
as  in  places  on  the  equator.  At  Manilla  the  thermometer 
never  falls  below  72"  nor  rises  above  95"  Fahrenheit. 
The  greatest  heats  are  from  April  to  August,  but  they 
are  said  by  Spaniards  to  be  never  so  oppressive  as  those 
of  Madrid. 

2.  Scenery. 

Entirely  within  the  tropics,  and  lying  in  a  neutral 
zone  between  the  monsoons  and  the  north-easterly  trade 
winds,  with  infinitely  diversified  coast  outlines  and  meri- 
dional ranges,  with  a  mean  elevation  of  3000  to  4000 
feet,  and  isolated  volcanoes  and  crests  rising  to  a  height 
of  8000  feet,  the  Philippines,  with  numerous  rivers, 
streamlets,  and  upland  and  lowland  lakes,  possess  all  the 
conditions  for  the  most  luxuriant  tropical  vegetation,  and 
all  the  elements  of  the  finest  tropical  scenery.  In  truth, 
the  archipelago  is  in  these  respects  fully  worthy  to  be 
compared  with  the  most  famous  tropical  regions,  such  as 
Brazil,  Java,  and  Ceylon.     The  light  green  foliage  of  the 
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lowlands  contrasts  vividly  with  the  pine  forests  of  the 
lofty  mountain  summits,  for  here  the  conifers  are  wedded 
to  tixe  palm,  while  the  lowland  streams  are  fringed  with 
feathery  bamboos.  Half  concealed  by  cocoa-nnt  palms  lie 
the  towns  and  villages,  amidst  the  vivid  green  of  the  rice 
fields  and  sugar  plantations;  while  the  woodlands  and 
gardens  are  beautiful  with  the  dazzling  hues  of  their 
blossoms  and  fruits.  From  thisvegetation  the  native  women 
seem  to  have  acquired  the  art  of  clothing  themselves  in 
the  brightest  colours,  without  offending  our  more  educated 
sense  of  taste.  For  here  the  wealth  of  colour  in  which 
plants,  animals,  and  man  himself  are  arrayed,  harmonise 
perfectly  with  the  fulness  of  light  poured  down  by  a  fierce 
tropical  sun  on  the  bosom  of  the  eartL  But  amidst  this 
glorious  vegetation  there  lurks  the  seipent  ever  ready 
with  its  deadly  spring  or  venomed  fang ;  and  no  more 
here  than  elsewhere  does  mankind  enjoy  the  cup  of 
peaceful  bliss  undisturbed.  The  populous  towns  and 
villages  are  decimated  by  frightful  epidemics — smallpox 
and  Asiatic  cholera;  while  erratic  flights  of  locusts, 
darkening  the  heavens  like  dense  clouds,  devour  the 
young  crops,  leaving  hunger  and  famine  in  their  waka 
With  the  change  of  the  monsoons  the  swollen  streams 
overflow  the  land ;  and  when  the  industrious  Tagal  fancies 
he  has  escaped  the  devastating  floods  in  his  log  hut  or 
stone  house,  he  is  suddenly  buried  by  an  earthquake 
beneath  its  ruins,  or  else  stifled  in  a  burning  rain  of 
cinders  from  some  new-bom  volcano. 

3.  Natural  History. 

The  flora  of  the  Philippine  Islands  is  very  little 
known,  the  difficulties  till  recently  thrown  by  the 
Government  in  the  way  of  scientific  investigation,  toge- 
ther with  the  heavy  cost  of  travelling,  having  deterred 
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botanists  firom  visiting  the  country.  The  scanty  collec* 
tions  obtained  show  that  the  v^tation  is  essentially 
Malayan,  intermixed  with  a  Chinese  element ;  but  there 
is  little  doubt  that  a  systematic  exploration  would  result 
in  the  discovery  of  many  remarkable  and  peculiar  plants. 
The  richness  of  the  forests  is  shown  by  the  fact,  that  the 
timber  of  more  than  two  hundred  different  trees  has 
been  experimented  on  in  the  arsenal  of  Manilla,  resulting 
in  the  selection  of  six  as  specially  adapted  to  shipbuild- 
ing. Two  of  these  are  species  of  Vitex  (Verbenacese), 
one  is  a  Vateria  (Dipterocarpes)^  another  is  a  Stercvlia. 
Dyewoods  are  abundant,  and  the  sapan  wood,  produced 
by  the  Cassalpinia  sappan,  obtains  the  highest  price  in 
European  markets.  Teak  is  found  in  Mindanao,  and  it 
is  said  to  occur  nowhere  else  in  the  Malay  Archipelago 
but  here  and  in  Java.  Gums,  resios,  and  textile  mate- 
rials are  also  abundantly  produced,  but  the  species  of 
plants  which  yield  them  are  for  the  most  part  unknown. 
This  is  the  case  even  with  St  Ignatius's  beans,  the  source 
of  the  deadly  poison  strychnine,  which  is  commonly  sold 
in  the  market  at  Manilla.  Most  of  the  fruits  of  the 
other  Malayan  countries  abound,  except  the  mangosteen 
and  durian,  for  which  a  strictly  equatorial  climate  appears 
to  be  indispensable,  and  which  only  thrive  in  the  extreme 
south  of  the  Archipelago. 

The  animals  are  much  better  known  than  the  plants, 
and  they  exhibit  some  curious  phenomena  of  distribution, 
which  throw  a  light  on  the  past  history  of  the  archipelago. 
Although  generally  agreeing  with  the  fauna  of  the  larger 
Malay  islands,  that  of  the  Philippines  exhibits  some  re- 
markable deficiencies.  These  are  most  prominent  in  the 
mammalia,  which  are  very  few  in  number  when  compared 
with  those  of  Borneo  or  Java.  Thus  the  numerous  apes 
and  monkeys  of  those  islands  are  represented  in  the 
Philippines   only  by  the  common   Macacus  cynomolgus^ 
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and  the  curious  Tarsier,  one  of  the  lemurs.  Of  camivora 
there  are  three  species  only,  two  civets  and  a  small  wild 
cat ;  all  the  larger  felines,  the  weasels,  bears,  cuid  wild  dogs, 
being  entirely  wanting.  Of  the  hoofed  animals  there  are 
wild  pigs,  three  kinds  of  deer,  a  chevrotain  or  mouse-deer, 
and  wild  cattle,  but  there  are  no  tai>irs,  rhinoceroses, 
antelopes,  or  elephants.  Even  the  small  rodents  are  very 
scarce,  there  being  only  three  squirrels,  one  flying  squirrel, 
a  porcupine,  and  two  or  three  of  the  rat  tribe.  The  flying 
mammals  on  the  other  hand  are  numerous,  there  being 
no  less  than  twenty-four  species  of  bats,  many  of  them 
peculiar.  There  are  also  three  insectivora — the  curious 
tupaias,  the  flying-lemur,  and  a  shrew.  Altogether  there 
are  twenty  species  of  terrestial  mammals  known  to  in- 
habit  the  Phmppines.  and  a  few  more,  no  doubt,  remain 
to  be  discovered,  as  several  have  been  added  to  the  list 
within  the  last  year  or  two.  Java,  however,  has  ninety 
mammalia,  of  which  fifty-six  are  terrestrial,  and  it  is 
therefore  very  curious  that  the  Philippines,  with  a  larger 
area,  and  divided  into  so  many  distinct  islands,  should 
have  so  few. 

The  birds  of  these  islands  are,  proportionately,  far 
more  numerous  than  the  mammals,  but  these  also  show 
many  peculiarities  and  deficiencies  when  compared  with 
the  western  Malay  islands.  By  the  revised  list  published 
by  Mr.  Bamsay  in  the  appendix  to  the  Marquis  of 
Tweeddale's  Ornithological  works,  the  number  of  Philippine 
land  birds  is  250 — a  number  which  compares  well  with 
the  270  species  known  from  the  much  better  explored 
island  of  Java.  Tet  no  less  than  fifteen  important  genera 
found  in  all  the  other  Malay  islands  are  here  wanting,  dieir 
place  being  supplied  by  an  imusual  number  of  the  parrot 
and  the  pigeon  tribes,  in  which  two  groups  the  Philippines 
resemble  the  Moluccas  more  than  Java  and  Bomea 
They  also  agree  with  the  Moluccas  in  possessing  cockatoos 
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and  mottnd-builders  (Megapodivs) ;  and  they  possess  a 
considerable  number  of  peculiar  genera,  and  about  160 
peculiar  species.  There  are,  however,  no  pheasants  except 
in  Palawan ;  and  the  only  game-birds  are  the  common 
jungle-fowl  (which  may  be  derived  from  escaped  domestic 
fowls)  and  one  or  two  small  quaiL 

Of  the  other  vertebrated  animals  little  is  known. 
There  are  crocodiles,  lizards,  and  serpents  in  abundance, 
and  among  the  latter  are  pythons  which  destroy  young 
cattle,  and  are  said  to  reach  more  than  40  feet  in  length. 
Insects  are  abundant  and  very  beautiful,  and  they  differ 
in  many  respects  from  those  of  the  other  Malay  islands. 
Some  of  the  butterflies  axe  remarkable  for  their  intense 
and  variable  metallic  gloss ;  and  there  is  a  group  of  weevils, 
named  Faehyrhynchvs,  which,  though  of  small  size,  are  so 
variously  adorned  with  metallic  scales,  disposed  in  bands 
and  spots,  as  to  look  like  exquisite  jewelleiy. 

The  Philippines  are  celebrated  above  all  other  Eastern 
countries  for  the  variety  and  beauty  of  their  land-shells, 
of  which  there  are  about  400  distinct  species,  of  varied 
form,  and  often  of  exquisitely  delicate  coloration*  The 
genus  Bviimus  is  especially  abundant  and  fine,  and  there 
are  some  genera  which  are  altogether  peculiar  to  the  group. 

Taking  all  the  facts  yet  known  as  to  the  natural 
productions  of  this  group  of  islands,  we  find  a  wonderful 
amount  of  peculiarity  throughout,  great  luxuriance  of 
development  in  some  of  the  lower  groups,  and  many  defi- 
ciencies in  the  higher,  especially  in  the  mammalia.  This 
luxuriance  and  peculiarity,  combined  with  poverty  in  the 
forms  of  life,  implies  great  antiquity  and  long-continued 
isolation  from  adjacent  countries.  The  presence  of  a 
tolerable  variety  of  mammaUa,  closely  allied  to  those  of 
other  Malayan  countries,  shows  that  the  time  from  which 
the  isolation  dates  is  not  very  remote  geologically ;  but 
it  is  less  easy  to  account  for  the  absence  of  so  many 
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important  groups  of  mammalia.  Two  explanations  are 
open  to  us.  Either  the  former  imion  with  Borneo,  and, 
perhaps,  with  Formosa,  was  limited  in  extent  and  of  short 
duration,  so  that  only  a  few  mammalian  tjrpes  ever  entered 
the  countiy ;  or,  the  union  having  been  more  complete 
and  of  sufficient  duration,  the  islands  became  well  stocked 
with  mammals ;  but  a  great  amount  of  subsidence  has 
since  so  reduced  the  land  area  and  altered  the  physica] 
conditions,  that  numbers  of  them,  especially  those  of  the 
laigest  size,  have  become  extinct  This  latter  hypothesis 
is  supported  by  the  fact,  that  almost  everywhere  are  found 
laige  tracts  of  elevated  coral  reefs  containing  shells  simi- 
lar to  those  now  living  in  the  adjacent  seas ;  proving  that 
at  a  comparatively  recent  period  the  islands  have  been 
partially  submerged,  and  therefore  less  extensive  than  they 
are  now.  We  know  that  all  volcanic  countries  are  sub- 
ject to  elevations  and  subsidences,  and  it  is  highly  pro- 
bable that  so  pre-eminently  volcanic  a  district  as  the  Philip- 
pines has  been  repeatedly  subject  to  partial  elevations  and 
depressions ;  at  one  time  effecting  a  union  with  adjacent 
lands,  and  thus  favouring  the  introduction  of  new  animals, 
at  another  submerging  extensive  areas,  and  thus  leading 
to  the  extermination  of  many  forms  of  life.  Changes  of 
this  kind,  if  continued  through  the  latter  portion  of  the 
Tertiary  period,  would  inevitably  produce  such  a  limited 
yet  peculiar  fauna  as  ia  now  found  to  characterise  these 
islands.  Minute  geological  investigation,  combined  with 
a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  existing  fauna  and 
flora,  will  alone  enable  us  to  determine  how  far  these 
suppositions  are  correct 

4.  Native  Inhahitants, 

The  Philippines  are  inhabited  by  two  distinct  races 
of  men,  the  Malayan  and  the  Negrito ;  the  first  constitut- 
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ing  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  latter  con- 
sisting of  a  few  tribes  of  mountaineers  inhabiting  five  of 
the  larger  islands — Luzon,  Negros,  Panay,  Mindoro,  and 
Mindanao. 

The  people  of  Malay  race  are  known  to  the 
Spaniards  as  "  Indians  *'  and  "  natives."  They  are  de- 
scribed as  having  a  moderate  stature,  broad  nose  with 
haidly  any  depression  between  the  eyes,  thick  Hps.  inner 
angle  of  the  eye  depressed,  head  broader  than  in  Euro- 
peans, hair  stra^ht,  coarse,  and  black,  beard  very  scanty, 
and  complexion  olive-coloured.  They  are  thus  imdoubt- 
edly  of  Malay  race,  though  a  distinct  branch  of  it,  with 
peculiar  languages,  customs,  and  character.  The  Spaniards 
divide  them  into  two  classes — ^those  that  have  been  sub- 
dued and  for  the  most  part  converted  to  Christianity,  and 
the  independent  tribes,  some  of  whom  are  Mahometans, 
while  others  are  pagans,  and  probably  represent  the 
aboriginal  Malay  race  corresponding  to  the  Dyaks  of 
Borneo.  They  are  divided  into  many  distinct  nations 
and  tribes,  speaking  different  languages,  of  which  there 
are  twenty  in  the  large  island  of  Luzon  alone.  The  most 
important,  however,  are  the  Tagal,  Bisayan,  Bicol,  Ilocano, 
Pangasinan,  and  Pampango.  The  Tagals  inhabit  the  greater 
part  of  Luzon,  including  Manilla  and  the  island  of  Min- 
doro,  and  number  about  a  million  and  a  quarter.  The 
Bisayans  are  the  most  numerous,  inhabiting  all  the  islands 
between  Luzon  and  Mindanao,  with  a  considerable  part 
of  the  latter  island,  and  they  number  nearly  two  miUions. 
The  Ilocanos  inhabit  the  north-western  portion  of  Luzon, 
and  number  somewhat  less  than  a  million.  The  Bicols 
inhabit  the  provinces  of  Camarines  and  Albay  forming 
the  southern  end  of  Luzon,  and  number  about  half  a 
minion.  The  other  tribes  are  much  less  numerous,  and 
of  comparatively  little  importance. 

The  more  civilised  tribes  of  the  Philippines  may  be 
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described  as  eimple,  docile,  indolent,  credulous,  rather 
excitable,  and  very  supeistitioua.  The  Spaniards  say 
that  they  are  b3  easily  led  by  Europeans  vho  take 
pains  to  understand  them,  as  the  horse  or  the  boSalo. 
They  are  in  fact  led,  guided,  and  virtnaUy  governed  by 
the  Catholic  priesthood,  vrho  may  be  truly  said  to  have 
originally  conquM«d  them,  and  to  have  maintained  them 
fiver  since  in  subjection.  This  has  made  them  less 
dignified  and  polished  than  some  of  the  true  Malays,  bnt 
they  yet  have  many  estimable  qualities.  They  are  a 
good-natured,  cheerful,  contented,  and  hospitable  people  ; 
and  though,  ■when  first  visited  by  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards,  they  were  inferior  in  civilisation  to  the  Malays 
and  Javanese,  they  may  now  be  considered  as  equal  if 
not  superior  to  them.  Of  all  Asiatic  people  they  are 
perhaps  those  who  have  made  the  most  advance  under 
European  rule.*  Their  education  has  been  attended  to, 
and  a  large  proportion  of  them  can  read  and  write. 

Most  of  these  people  wear  a  national  costume  some- 
what resembling  that  of  the  Malays ;  the  women  a  "  camisa  " 
and  "  saya,"  and  the  men  shirt  and  trousers.  They  now 
make  use,  partially,  of  European  cottons,  but  the  native 
cloths,  woven  from  the  fibres  of  the  pine-apple  and  banana, 
are  still  highly  esteemed.  The  former,  called  pifia,  are 
often  made  so  fine  as  to  rival  the  finest  Indian  muslins, 
and  these  fetch  enormous  prices,  a  single  dress  having 
been  sold  for  more  than  £300.  They  also  make  cloth 
and  cordage  from  a  species  of  wild  banana,  called  "  abaca" 
and  known  in  commerce  as  Manilla  hemp.  This  plant 
grows  only  in  certain  districts,  and  is  the  subject  of  an 
extensive  cultivation.  Other  textile  fabrics  are  woven 
from  native  cotton  and  from  Chinese  silk,  the  women 
1  Aa  an  indepiiDdent  testinionj  to  the  character  of  theBe  people  weliaTa 
Mr.  W.  GitTord-Palgrare's  consular  Rsport,  dated  September  1S77,  in  which 
hs  aays  that  the  Philippine  Makya  are,  with  me  eiceptionB,  as  indnsbrioiu, 
stead;,  and  ptneveiiug  a  moe,  or  Tatber  mces,  as  any  nnder  a  tropical  sun. 
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being  the  weavers  in  every  case,  and  using  native  looms 
of  the  rudest  construction.  Mat-making  is  also  a  great 
specialty,  as  well  as  hats  and  cigar-cases  made  from  paJm- 
leaves  and  finely  split  rattans.  The  chief  other  native 
manufactures  are  gold  filigree  work  and  coajrae  pottery. 

The  main  subsistence  of  the  Philippine  islanders  is 
rice,  but  they  also  grow  mtdze,  yams,  sweet  potatoes,  and 
some  other  vegetables.  They  use  rude  wooden  ploughs, 
harrows,  etc.  Buffaloes  are  their  beasts  of  burden,  and 
they  often  employ  them  merely  to  trample  the  muddy 
ground  instead  of  ploughing  it  From  a  study  of  their 
languages,  and  by  determining  what  objects  have  native  and 
what  Malay  names,  Mr.  Crawfurd  concludes,  that  previous 
to  their  intercourse  with  Malays  their  food  consisted  of 
the  sweet  potato,  the  banana,  and  other  wild  fruits ;  that 
they  had  no  domestic  animals ;  that  they  possessed  iron 
and  gold;  and  that  they  wore  fabrics  of  cotton  and  "  abaca," 
of  which  they  made  their  clothing.  They  had  invented 
a  peculiar  phonetic  alphabet,  they  practised  circumcision, 
and  they  believed  in  good  and  evil  spirits,  in  sorcery  and 
divination.  Without  placing  too  much  dependence  on 
this  mode  of  inquiry,  we  may  believe  that  the  above  con- 
clusions fairly  represent  the  early  condition  of  the  Malayan 
indigenes,  which  was  that  of  the  higher  class  of  savages, 
and  very  similar  to  that  of  the  present  inhabitants  of 
Borneo  known  as  Dyaks. 

Some  of  the  wild  tribes  of  the  interior  are  stiU  in 
this  condition.  Among  these  are  the  Ygorrotes  inhabiting 
a  moimtainous  district  in  the  southern  peninsula  of  Luzon. 
These  people  grow  a  little  maize,  yams,  and  sweet  pota- 
toes, but  live  chiefly  on  wild  pigs,  with  deer  and  other 
game.  They  collect  wax,  resins,  and  other  products  of 
the  forests.  They  wear  no  clothes  but  the  usual  waist- 
cloth  and  apron.  They  use  spears,  and  bows  and  arrows, 
the  latter  probably  obtained  from  the  Negritos,  as  the  bow 
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is  not  a  Malay  weapon ;  and  they  are  described  by  Dr. 
Jagor  as  having  somewhat  cnriy  hair,  which  would  slao 
imply  a  mixture  of  Negrito  blood.  A  somewhat  similar 
people,  but  of  pure  Malayan  stock,  inhabit  the  interior  of 
Mindanaa 

5.  Negritos. 

The  Negritos,  Aetas,  or  Itas,  as  they  are  variously 
called,  are  a  short,  small,  active  people,  of  a  dark  colour, 
and  with  woolly  hair,  who  are  found  in  the  interior  of  the 
five  larger  islands  of  the  Philippines.  Many  ethnologists 
consider  them  to  be  allied  to  the  Papuans  of  New  Guinea; 
but  their  small  stature,  not  averaging  more  than  4  feet  7 
inches,  their  less  pronounced  features,  and  the  form  of 
their  crania,  distinctly  separate  them.  Their  crania  are 
slightly  dolichocephalic,  and  have  the  same  general  form 
as  those  of  many  Papuans,  but  they  are  much  smaller, 
and  the  nasal  bones  very  much  flatter.  Mr.  J.  Barnard 
Davis,  from  the  examination  of  three  fine  crania,  con- 
sidered them  to  be  distinct  from  any  other  raca  Taking 
all  their  physical  characters  into  consideration,  they  seem 
more  nearly  to  resemble  the  Andaman  Islanders  and  the 
Semangs  of  the  Malay  Peninsula,  than  any  other  existing 
races.  Their  national  weapon  is  the  bow,  and  they  use 
poisoned  arrows.  They  are  supposed  to  number  in  all 
about  25,000. 

6.  European  Conquest  of  the  Philippines. 

This  archipelago  was  discovered  by  Magellan  in  1521, 
but  it  was  not  tiU  forty-four  years  later,  in  1565,  that 
the  conquest  and  settlement  of  the  islands  was  begun. 
Zebu  was  first  conquered,  then  Panay ;  and  it  was  not  till 
1571  that  MamUa  was  taken,  and  a  capital  city  founded 
there.     The  conquest  was  effected  with  little  difficulty. 
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and  a  force  of  280  soldieis,  in  the  short  space  of  six 
years,  firmly  established  the  Spanish  supremacy  over  five 
of  the  more  important  islands.  But  though  it  was  come 
paratiyely  easy  to  subdue  the  rude  and  simple  pagan 
inhabitants  of  the  northern  islands  of  the  archipelago,  the 
more  warlike  Mahometan  tribes  of  the  southern  islands 
have  maintained  their  independence  for  three  centuries, 
notwithstanding  the  repeated  efforts  of  the  European 
invaders  to  subdue  them.  Against  the  Sooloo  Islands  and 
the  southern  part  of  Mindanao  not  less  than  twelve  dif- 
ferent expeditions  have  been  fitted  out  at  Manilla,  the 
earliest  in  1577,  the  last  in  1850.  To  defeat  these  tribes 
in  battle  and  to  capture  and  destroy  their  strongholds, 
was  not  difficult,  but  their  permanent  subjugation  and 
religious  conversion  have  hitherto  been  found  impossible, 
— a  remarkable  instance  of  the  power  of  a  fanatical 
religion,  aided  perhaps  by  some  infusion  of  Semitic  blood. 
The  Portuguese  and  the  Dutch  made  some  attempts 
to  dispossess  the  Spaniards,  but  without  success ;  the  only 
serious  danger  to  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  archi- 
pelago by  Spain  being  the  English  expedition  in  1762, 
when  Manilla  was  taken,  and  a  heavy  ransom  exacted ; 
but,  after  ten  months'  occupation,  the  dty  was  restored  by 
the  treaty  of  Paris. 

The  Chinese  form  an  important  part  of  the  population 
of  the  Philippines,  being  the  chief  merchants  and  shop- 
keepers. They  had  entered  the  country  before  the  Spanish 
invasion,  and  would  probably  by  this  time  have  formed 
the  bulk  of  the  population  if  they  had  not  been  kept 
down  by  restrictive  laws  and  successive  massacres,  the  last 
of  which  took  place  in  1 8 1 9.  Their  numbers  were  limited 
to  6000,  but  frequently  rose  to  30,000  or  40,000,  when 
the  fear  and  jealousy  of  the  Spaniards  would  lead  to 
repressive  measures,  producing  attempts  at  insurrection  on 
the  part  of  the  Chinese,  which  were  invariably  suppressed 
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by  the  most  severe  punishment  When,  in  1762,  they 
joined  the  English  in  their  attempt  to  conquer  the  country, 
the  governor  ordered  that  all  the  Chinese  in  the  Philip- 
pine Islands  should  be  hanged,  and  this  was  said  to  have 
been  to  a  large  extent  carried  out  Their  numbers  at  pre- 
sent are  not  exactly  known,  but  there  were  said  to  be  only 
6000  in  1842.  There  are,  however,  a  much  larger  number 
of  mixed  blood,  the  produce  of  Chinamen  and  native 
women,  who  are  now  believed  to  exceed  70,000,  so  that 
the  influence  of  the  Chinese  element  in  the  population  is 
considerable. 

The  number  of  Spaniards  inhabiting  the  Philippines  is 
not  accurately  known,  but  is  estimated  at  6000,  Many 
of  them  are  permanent  residents,  and  there  is  a  consider- 
able population  of  half-breeds.  The  most  important  and 
distinguishing  feature  of  the  Spanish  rule  of  the  Philip- 
pines, as  compared  with  that  of  the  eastern  possessions  of 
other  European  governments,  is  the  extent  to  which  the 
people  have  been  converted  to  Christianity,  and  the  gentle 
influence  and  authority  of  the  priesthood  substituted  for 
the  arbitrary  rule  of  their  chiefs  and  the  iron  shackles  of 
slavery.  An  approximate  equality  exists  between  the 
resident  Europeans  and  the  Christianised  natives;  and 
Dr.  Jagor  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a 
colony  in  which  the  natives,  taken  all  in  all,  are  better  off 
and  more  contented  than  in  the  Philippine  Aichipelaga 

7.  Government — Popdation. 

The  whole  of  the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  Philip- 
pines are  administered  by  a  Govemor-Greneral  and  a 
Captain-General ;  and  the  43  provinces  are  ruled  by 
Governors,  Alcaldes,  or  Commandants,  according  to  their 
importance,  and  the  peculiarities  of  their  position  and  in- 
habitants.    The  ecclesiastical  establishment  consists  of  an 
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archbishop,  three  bishops,  and  486  priests,  having  charge 
of  as  many  parishes.  These  all  speak  the  language  of 
their  parishioners,  and  live  permanently  in  the  country,  so 
that  they  have  no  other  interest  and  nothing  else  to  look 
forward  to  than  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  the 
people.  The  church  is  supported  by  revenues  derived 
from  extensive  landed  possessions,  and  by  a  small  capita- 
tion tax  on  all  the  Christianised  population.  The  town- 
ships and  smaller  divisions  are  administered  by  petty 
governors  and  headmen,  who  are  either  hereditary  or 
elective. 

The  revenue  is  derived  from  several  sources,  the  most 
important  being  a  capitation  tax  on  both  sexes  between 
the  ages  of  20  and  60,  a  tobacco  monopoly,  an  excise  on 
palm-wine,  licences  for  cock-fighting,  and  custom-duties. 
Native  adults  are  also  subject  to  a  certain  amount  of 
labour  (either  unpaid  or  at  fixed  rates)  in  making  and 
repairing  roads  and  bridges,  in  keeping  up  ferries,  convey- 
ing the  mails,  and  transporting  the  baggage  of  the  military 
or  of  travellers. 

The  population  of  the  Philippines  is  only  arrived  at 
by  the  number  of  those  who  pay  the  capitation  tax.  The 
last  statistics  of  these,  as  given  by  Dr.  Meyer  (see  Natwre, 
1872,  voL  vi  p.  162),  show  that  1,232,544  pay  tribute ; 
and  the  total  population  is  estimated  at  six  times  this 
number,  or  about  7-^  millions.  The  persons  living  between 
the  ages  of  20  and  60  are  usually  about  half  the  total 
population,  so  that  the  Christian  natives  and  Chinese 
would  thus  amount  to  only  2-^  millions.  The  persons 
who  are  exempt  from  the  tax  are  Spaniards  and  their 
mixed  descendants,  all  foreigners  except  the  Chinese,  the 
petty  governors  and  their  famiUes,  and  a  few  native  fami- 
lies who  have  been  exempted  for  exceptional  services. 
These  can  hardly  amount  to  another  million,  leaving 
four  millions  for  the  unsubdued  Mahometan  and  pagan 
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natives, — a  number  that  seems  greatly  over-estiinated. 
It  is  probable,  however,  that  the  1,232,544  above  stated 
are  not  the  numbers  who  actually  pay  tribute,  but  the 
number  of  heads  of  families  who  are  responsible  for  it;  in 
which  case  the  larger  number  given  above  may  be  even 
under  the  mark.  An  estimate  in  a  late  consular  report 
(1876),  makes  the  total  population  over  eight  millions,— 
the  Statesman's  Year  Book,  1882,  only  4,319,269. 

8.  Trade  and  Commerce. 

Sugar  is  extensively  grown  in  Luzon,  Panay,  N^ros, 
and  Zebu,  no  less  than  340,000  acres  being  under 
cane- cultivation  in  Luzon  in  1873,  while  in  the  other 
islands,  and  especially  in  Negros,  the  area  is  greater.  The 
export  of  sugar  in  1880  exceeded  in  value  £2,600,000. 

Abaca  or  Manilla  hemp  is  largely  grown  and  mana- 
factured,  especially  in  the  south-east  of  Luzon  and  in 
Samar,  Leyte,  and  Bohol,  peculiar  conditions  of  soil  and 
climate  being  required  to  produce  the  fibre.  In  1873, 
in  Luzon,  23,700  acres  were  occupied  with  this  crop,  and 
there  were  more  than  ten  times  this  amount  in  the  other 
islands.  In  1880  hemp  to  the  value  of  over  £1,040,000 
was  exported 

Coffee  is  grown  chiefly  in  Luzon  and  Mindanao,  bnt 
its  cultivation  is  m\ich  n^lected.  Yet  the  value  of  the 
exports  of  coffee  exceed  a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling. 

Tobacco  being  a  government  monoply,  is  very  exten- 
sively grown,  the  larger  part  in  Northern  Luzoil  The 
value  of  the  tobacco  and  cigars  exported  is  £1,050,000. 

Other  articles  of  export  in  order  of  importance  are 
sapan-wood,  indigo,  hides,  mother-of-pearl,  and  gum-mastic. 
Bice  and  cotton  are  grown  chiefly  for  home  consumption. 
Panay  and  the  central  parts  of  Luzon  are  the  best  rice 
districts.     The  small  quantity  of  gold,  iron,  and  sulphur 
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which  is  obtained,  seems  to  be  used  in  the  colony,  as  they 
do  not  figure  among  the  exports. 

There  are,  as  yet,  no  railways  (though  some  are  con- 
templated), and  hardly  any  good  roads,  within  the  Philip- 
pines ;  the  rivers  are  without  bridges ;  and  thus  the  first 
essentials  to  the  development  of  the  riches  of  these  fertile 
islands  are  altogether  wanting. 

9.  Luzon. 

Luzon  is  the  largest  island  of  the  Philippines,  and, 
after  Java,  the  most  fertile  and  populous  of  the  whole 
Malay  Archipelago.  It  extends  from  north  to  south  with 
a  curve  towards  the  east,  between  latitudes  18**  43'  and 
12^  10'  north,  and  has  a  length  of  about  420  miles,  with 
a  width  vaiying  from  30  to  130.  It  has  a  very  irregular 
outline,  and  its  area  is  almost  twice  as  great  as  that  of 
Ireland.  A  range  of  mountains,  known  as  the  Caraballos, 
runs  through  the  whole  of  it,  branching  out  in  different 
directions  so  as  to  give  the  whole  island  a  mountainous 
character.  To  the  north  of  latitude  16"*  there  are  two 
chains,  an  eastern  and  western,  the  former,  known  as 
the  Sierra  Madre,  being  the  most  continuous  and  lofty. 
The  mountains  are  generally  higher  near  the  eastern  side, 
where  they  form  a  bold  and  almost  inaccessible  shore, 
exposed  to  the  full  force  of  the  north-eastern  monsoon 
and  the  waves  of  the  Pacific  None  of  these  ranges  are 
very  high,  Banajao  in  latitude  14"*  2',  which  is  usually 
reckoned  the  highest,  being  only  6214  English  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea. 

In  the  northern  peninsula  are  two  extensive  plains : 
one,  the  Llano  de  Dijun  or  de  Cagayan,  is  situated  quite 
in  the  north  between  the  two  ranges,  and  is  watered  by 
the  Tajo  or  Cagayan  river ;  but  the  most  celebrated  is  the 
plain  of  Pampanga,  90  miles  long  and  30  wide,  not  much 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.,  full  of  lakes,  and  watered  by 
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numerous  rivers,  which,  during  the  rainy  season,  are  the 
means  by  which  an  immense  quantity  of  produce  is 
carried  to  Manilla.  The  Laguna  de  Canaren  on  the 
highest  part  of  this  plain  has  two  rivers  flowing  from  it 
in  opposite  directions;  one  northward  to  the  Gulf  of 
Lingayen,  the  other  south  to  Manilla  Bay. 

The  rivers  of  Luzon  are  almost  innimierable,  all  of 
any  size  emptying  themselves  on  the  northern  or  westem 
coasts.  The  largest  is  the  Aparri,  Tajo,  or  river  of  Cagayan, 
which  rises  on  Mount  Lagsig  in  latitude  16^  S.,  and  flows 
northward  for  nearly  200  miles  to  the  north  coast  at 
Port  AparrL  It  is  navigable  by  small  vessels  for  a 
considerable  distance,  but  during  floods  it  is  dangerous 
from  the  quantity  of  floating  timber  that  drifts  down  it 

Luzon  abounds  with  lakes,  some  of  great  size.  The 
largest  is  the  celebrated  Lago  de  Bay,  one  side  of  which 
is  only  10  miles  from  Manilla^  while  the  other  is  within 
ten  miles  of  the  eastern  coast.  It  is  about  33  miles  from 
east  to  west,  and  nearly  as  much  from  north  to  south, 
but  is  very  irregular,  being  divided  into  three  deep  bays 
on  the  north  by  hiUy  promontories  and  by  a  large  island 
almost  forming  a  continuation  of  one  of  them.  Its 
surface  is  68  feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  it  is  from  90 
to  100  feet  deep,  though  shallow  in  some  parts,  and  in 
others  said  to  be  much  deeper.  Fifteen  rivers  and 
numerous  rivulets  flow  into  it,  while  its  overflow  escapes 
by  the  river  Pasig,  which  faUs  into  the  sea  near  Manilla. 
Many  towns  and  villages  are  on  its  bordeis ;  its  scenery 
is  beautiful ;  it  aboimds  with  fish ;  and  it  is  continually 
traversed  by  the  boats  of  the  natives. 

The  lake  of  Taal,  a  few  miles  to  the  south  of  the  last, 
though  15  miles  long  and  10  wide,  is  so  surrounded  ynth 
steep  hills  as  to  have  the  appearance  of  a  huge  caldron  of 
water.  It  is  said  to  be  very  deep,  and  from  its  midst 
rises  a  volcanic  island  about  7  miles  across  and  more  than 
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1600  feet  high,  the  crater  of  which  is  so  deep  that  the 
lake  of  water  at  its  bottom,  itself  a  mile  across,  is  at  the 
same  level  as  the  surface  of  the  lake  in  which  it  stands. 
The  whole  surface  of  this  island  is  encrusted  with  lava, 
the  product  of  great  eruptions  in  1716  and  1754. 
Previous  to  the  former  date  the  island  was  cultivated,  and 
produced  cotton  and  other  crops,  but  it  has  since  been 
barren  or  only  partially  covered  with  a  coarse  jungle  grass. 
The  lake  produces  abundance  of  fish. 

Other  lakes  are  the  Leguna  de  Canaren  already  men* 
tioned,  and  the  Laguna  de  Cagayan  near  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  island.  The  Finag  de  Candava,  about 
30  miles  north-east  of  Manilla,  is  a  temporary  lake  formed 
during  the  rainy  season  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Fampanga 
river,  which  then  becomes  a  shallow  lake  14  miles  long 
by  7  wida  In  the  dry  season  this  is  turned  into  a  ver- 
dant plain  of  grass  with  a  few  permanent  pods  of  water. 

The  whole  island  of  Luzon  is  more  or  less  volcanic, 
and  the  country  around  Manilla  consists  of  tufa»  which  is 
used  as  a  common  building  material  Besides  the  lake- 
volcano  of  Taal  already  described,  there  are  several  others 
in  a  state  of  activity.  Majcgai,  on  the  south  of  the  lake 
of  Bay,  is  full  of  hot  springs  and  fumeroles.  Baliusan,  a 
fine  double  cone  in  the  extreme  south  of  the  island,  was 
thought  to  be  extinct,  but  has  been  active  since  1852. 
The  Albay  or  Mayon  volcano,  situated  in  IS""  15'  K 
latitude,  a  little  north  of  the  seaport  of  Albay,  is  the 
loftiest  and  most  perfect  volcanic  cone,  and  perhaps  the 
highest  mountain  in  the  Philippines,  being,  according  to 
Dr.  Jagoi's  barometrical  measurement,  about  7800  feet 
high.  Vapour  continually  issues  from  this  mountain,  and 
two  great  eruptions  have  occurred  within  a  century,  one 
in  1766,  the  other  in  1814.  By  the  former  the  town  of 
Malinao  was  destroyed,  and  Albay  with  three  others 
greatly  injured  ;  by  the  latter  Albay  was  entirely  destroyed. 
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In  1627  one  of  the  highest  peaks  of  Caraballos  range,  near 
the  northern  end  of  the  island,  is  said  to  have  been 
entirely  swallowed  up  during  an  emption. 

The  northern  parts  of  Luzon  are  subject  to  fierce 
hurricanes  at  the  change  of  the  monsoons.  In  1831, 
during  one  of  these  violent  storms,  a  vessel  of  600  t^ns 
burthen,  which  lay  in  the  port  of  Cavity,  was  carried  on 
to  the  ramparts  of  the  fort;  and  on  the  27th  of  October 
1856  there  was  a  terrific  typhoon,  which  is  said  to  have 
destroyed  10,000  houses  in  Manilla  and  the  district 
within  a  circuit  of  twenty-four  miles.  Earthquakes,  too, 
are  fi^quent,  and  as  recently  as  1863  one  occurred  which 
completely  wrecked  the  capital,  destroying  or  seriously 
injuring  almost  all  the  public  buildiags.^ 

Manilla  is  the  oldest  European  town  in  the  east 
except  Goa.  It  consists  of  the  old  fortified  city,  with 
narrow  streets  at  right  angles  to  each  other  and  containing 
all  the  public  buildings,  and  extensive  suburbs  containing 
the  mass  of  the  population,  with  the  warehouses,  shops^ 
manufactories,  and  residences  of  the  European  inhabitants. 
The  population  is  about   150,000,  and  there  are  ten 

^  The  foUowing  aocoimt  of  this  catastrophe  is  giyen  by  the  Qennas 
traveUer  Jagor : — 

"  On  the  3d  of  June  1863,  at  thirty-one  minntes  past  sevexL  in  the 
evening,  after  a  day  of  tremendous  heat,  while  aU  Manilhi  was  bnsy  in 
its  preparations  for  the  festival  of  Corpus  Christi,  the  ground  saddisnly 
rocked  to  and  fro  with  great  riolence.  The  finnest  buildings  reeled  YinU^y 
walls  crumbled,  and  beams  snapped  in  two.  The  dreadful  shock  lasted 
half  a  minute  ;  but  this  little  interval  was  enough  to  change  the  whole 
town  into  a  mass  of  ruins,  and  to  buiy  alive  hundreds  of  its  inhalntaDts;. 
The  cathedral,  the  government  house,  the  banacks,  and  aU  the  puhhe 
buildings  of  Manilla,  were  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  few  private  houses 
which  remained  standing  were  seriously  damaged.  Subsequent  examina- 
tion showed  that  46  public  and  570  private  buildings  were  thrown  down, 
28  public  and  528  private  buildings  were  nearly  destroyed,  while  aU  left 
standing  were  more  or  less  injured.  Four  hundred  persons  were  killed* 
and  two  thousand  injured,  and  the  loss  of  property  was  estimated  at  eight 
millions  of  dollars. " 


»    . 
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British  commercial  houses  and  twelve  or  fourteen  of  other 
European  countries.  Manilla  stands  almost  alone  among 
great  commercial  cities  in  having  no  direct  telegraphic 
connection  with  Europe,  being  dependent  on  a  fortnightly 
mail-steamer  to  and  from  Singapore.  A  small  steamer 
makes  a  monthly  postal  cruise  from  Manilla  to  the  chief 
ports  in  the  Philippine  Archipelago. 

The  island  of  Luzon  is  stated  by  M'Culloch  to  con- 
tain 2,264,807  inhabitants,  but  according  to  recent 
Spanish  estimates  of  the  population  of  the  Philippines, 
this  is  far  too  low  a  number.  Luzon  is  divided  into 
twenty  provinces,  and  it  contains  a  large  number  of  popu- 
lous towns  of  from  ten  to  twenty  thousand  inhabitants. 
Manilla,  Albay,  and  Sual  are  free  ports,  but  only  the  two 
first  are  of  any  importance! 

10.  Mindoro. 

Mindoro,  one  of  the  ten  larger  islands  of  the  Philip- 
pine group,  lies  immediately  to  the  south  of  the  northern 
part  of  Luzon,  and  separated  from  it  by  a  strait  which  in 
the  narrowest  part  is  between  seven  and  eight  miles  wide. 
The  island  is  of  an  oval  form  with  a  prolongation  of  the 
northern  portion  towards  the  west,  and  is  about  90  miles 
long  by  50  wide,  with  an  area  of  about  4000  statute 
nules.  Though  only  an  easy  day's  sail  from  Manilla,  this 
island  is  one  of  the  least  populous  of  the  archipelago, 
being  extremely  mountainous,  covered  with  dense  forests, 
and  in  the  more  level  parts  near  the  coast  full  of  marshes 
and  very  unhealthy.  The  inhabitants  of  the  coasts  are 
Tagals,  but  in  the  interior  there  is  a  low  tribe  of  Malayan 
race,  probably  the  indigenes  of  the  island  and  called  Mangu- 
ianos,  speaking  a  peculiar  language  and  living  in  a  very 
miserable  manner  on  the  products  of  a  rude  agriculture 
There  are  also  said  to  be  some  Negritos,  but  of  these  very 
little  is  known* 
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There  axe  no  active  volcanoes  in  Mindoio,  and  noihiiig 
is  known  of  its  geological  structure.  In  the  north-west 
a  valley  crosses  the  island  from  Abra  de  Ylo  to  MamhoTBO, 
along  which  there  is  a  road  which  can  be  traversed  in 
the  dry  season,  but  is  so  flooded  during  the  rains  as  to  be 
impassable.  In  the  north-east  is  a  lake  about  five  miles 
across,  which  lies  in  a  depression  behind  the  coast-raoge 
between  the  towns  of  Nanjan  and  Pola.  The  floods  of 
the  wet  season  leave  an  annual  deposit  of  mud  in  tliis 
valley,  which  raises  its  level  so  rapidly  that  the  church  of 
the  old  town  of  Nanjan,  situated  near  the  lake,  became 
buried  in  the  course  of  fifteen  years  to  the  top  of  the 
arch  of  the  door,  and  the  town  had  to  be  removed  to 
near  the  sea. 

Mindoro  consitutes  one  of  the  provinces  of  the  Philip- 
pines under  an  alcalde.  The  chief  town  is  Calapan  on 
the  north  coast;  and  there  are  nine  other  pueblos  or 
villages,  with  cur^s  and  native  chiefs,  all  situated  round 
the  coast.  The  population  is  about  30,000,  of  whom 
6000  are  wild  tribes  in  the  interior. 

11.  Panay. 

This  island  is  situated  to  the  south-east  of  Mindoro, 
and  is  about  one-fifth  larger.  It  is  of  an  irregular  quad- 
rangular shape,  wider  at  the  north  than  the  south,  and 
with  three  projecting  angles,  that  at  the  south-east  being 
rounded  off,  but  here  the  island  of  Guimaras,  separated  by 
a  very  narrow  strait,  appears  to  have  once  formed  another 
projection.  A  chain  of  mountains  runs  in  a  curved  line 
from  the  north-western  to  the  southern  promontory,  and 
from  the  centre  of  this  another  chain  branches  off  to  the 
north-eastern  promontory,  thus  dividing  the  island  into 
three  natural  districts,  which  form  the  provinces  of 
Antique,  Gapis,  and  Iloilo. 
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Panay  is  exceedingly  fertile,  being  well  irrigated  by 
nnmerons  mountain  streams;  and  it  supports  a  large 
population  of  Bisayas,  with  a  few  Negritos  in  the  mountains. 
It  produces  rice  in  abundance,  sugar^  cotton,  coffee,  tobacco 
pepper,  and  cacao.  Ebony  and  sapan-wood  are  obtained 
bom  the  forests,  while  pearl-shells,  tortoise-shell,  and 
tripang  are  found  on  its  coasts.  It  is  the  most  densely 
peopled  and  highly  cultivated  island  of  the  group,  having 
over  860,000  inhabitants.  It  has  three  large  towns — 
Buenavista,  Capis,  and  Iloilo,  the  latter  a  free  port,  and  a 
place  of  very  large  trade — and  seventy-four  villages.  Each 
of  the  provinces  of  Panay  is  under  the  administration  of 
a  governor.     There  are  no  volcanoes  in  the  island. 

12.  Negros. 

Negros  lies  to  the  south-east  of  Panay,  from  which  it 
is  separated  by  a  strait  about  16  miles  wide.  It  is 
130  miles  long,  with  an  average  width  of  24  miles,  and 
is  shaped  something  like  Italy.  It  has  an  area  of  about 
3800  square  miles,  or  considerably  less  than  Mindoro. 
Its  coast  is  comparatively  little  broken  by  bays  or  inlets, 
and  it  contains  no  good  harbours.  A  central  chain  of 
mountains  runs  through  its  entire  length,  and  it  has  only 
small  rivers,  unfit  for  navigation. 

It  has  146,000  inhabitants,  who  are  chiefly  Bisayas ; 
and  in  the  mountains  are  a  considerable  number  of 
Negritos,  from  whose  abundance  the  island  first  received 
its  name.  The  chief  products  are  sugar,  rice,  cotton,  and 
abaca,  or  Manilla  hemp.  The  mountains  contain  deer, 
wild  pigs,  and  monkeys.  The  island  is  ruled  by  a 
governor.  It  has  only  one  town,  Himamaylan  on  the 
west  coast,  and  thirty-one  villages.  The  want  of  harbours 
and  navigable  rivers  is  not  favourable  to  trade,  but  sugar 
is  now  largely  cultivated,  and  many  sugar  manufactories 

u 
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have  been  established  by  Europeans,  which  has  led  to  a 
considerable  increase  of  the  population  in  the  last  twenty 
years, 

13.  Cebu. 

Cebn  or  Zebu  is  another  long  and  narrow  island  to 
the  east  of  Kegros,  firom  which  it  is  separated  by  a  strait 
about  16  miles  wide  and  more  than  100  miles  long. 
The  island  is  136  miles  long,  with  an  extreme  width  of 
30    miles,   narrowing   to   a   point  at  both  extremities. 
Several  chains  of  mountains  of  no  great  height  traverse  it 
from  north  to  south,  and  the  rivers,  though  small,  are 
numerous.     Little  is  known  of  its  geology,  except  that  it 
has  no  volcanoes,  and  that  it  produces  some  gold  and  ooaL 
Its  inhabitants  are  Bisayas,  and  it  has  no  wild  tribes  either 
Malay  or  Negrito.     The  only  deep  inlet  on  the  coast  is 
that  of  Badian  on  the  south-west,  which  is  protected  by 
a  small  island,  and  forms  a  good  harbour.     On  the  east 
the  island  of  Magtan,  10  miles  long,  forms  the  harbour  of 
Cebu,  the  oldest  Spanish  settlement  on  the  Philippines, 
and  now  a  port  and  a  place  of  considerable  trada     The 
city  of  Cebu  is  picturesquely  situated,  and  has  a  fine 
cathedral  and  several  handsome  churches.     The  popula- 
tion of  the  island,  which  now  amoimts  to  about  320,000, 
has  greatly  increased  of  late  years,  owing  to  the  spread  of 
sugar  cultivation  and  the  growth  and  manufiEu^ture  of 
abaca,  which  are  the  chief  industries.     Cebu  forms  a  pro- 
vince under  the  administration  of  a  governor,  and  has 
forty-four  villages,  all  situated  roimd  the  coasts  or  a  few 
miles  inland* 

14.  Samar. 

Samar  is  the  most  easterly  of  the  Philippines,  and  is 
one  of  the  larger  islands,  being  about  equal  in  size  to 
Panay.     It  is  of  the  form  of  an  oblique  triangle  with  the 
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base  to  the  north  and  the  apex  to  the  south ;  and  is  separ 
rated  from  Luzon  by  the  straits  of  San  Bernardino,  and  from 
Leyte  by  the  nairow  winding  strait  of  San  Juanico.  It  is 
very  mountainous^  and  the  interior  is  mostly  covered  with 
forests  and  only  inhabited  by  a  few  scattered  Negritos. 
The  mountains  lie  mostly  in  a  north  and  south  direction, 
but  with  numerous  diverging  spurs ;  and  there  is  abun<- 
dance  of  rivers  which  penetrate  far  into  the  interior.  The 
largest  is  the  Loqmlocun,  which  at  one  part  of  its  course 
comes  within  12  miles  of  Paranas  on  the  west  coast,  and 
then  flows  north-eastward  to  the  Pacific  at  Bubasan. 
For  a  distance  of  about  20  miles  above  its  mouth,  it 
flows  along  a  flat^  inimdated  valley,  above  which  it 
is  a  continued  succession  of  rapids  and  cataracts,  but  is 
traversed  throughout  by  small  canoes.  The  population  of 
Samar  is  147,000,  all  Bisayas.  It  is  a  province  under  a 
governor,  the  capital  being  Catbalogan,  sometimes  called 
Samar,  on  the  west  coast,  a  town  of  6000  inhabitants; 
and  there  are  twenty-eight  villages,  none  of  which  are 
more  than  ten  miles  from  the  coast. 

15.  Leyte. 

Leyte  lies  west  and  south  of  Samar,  from  which  it  is 
separated  by  the  narrow  Juanico  Straits,  while  its  southern 
end  approaches  the  north-eastern  extension  of  Mindanao. 
It  is  more  than  100  miles  long,  with  an  average  width  of 
30  miles,  and  is  mostly  of  a  regular  outline,  except  at  the 
north-western  comer,  where  are  two  great  promontories. 
Its  area  is  about  equal  to  that  of  Mindoro.  Its  surface  is 
generally  hilly,  and  a  chaui  of  mountains  runs  along  it 
near  the  western  side,  with  diverging  ranges  in  the  north- 
west It  is  generally  of  volcanic  formation,  and  there  are 
many  extinct  craters,  £rom  some  of  which  sulphur  is 
obtained  in  large  quantities.     Grold  and  iron  ore  are  said 
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to  be  found  in  the  island,  indicating  the  presence  of 
crystalline  and  sedimentary  formations.  The  east  coast  is 
said  to  be  rising,  while  the  west  is  being  destroyed  by  the 
sea,  which  at  Orinog  has  advanced  fifty  yards  in  six  years. 
The  rivers  are  all  small  and  not  navigable.  There  are 
two  lakes — Jamaran,  in  the  north-west,  and  Bito,  near  the 
-east  coast ;  but  both  are  small,  not  exceeding  a  mile  long 
by  about  half  a  mile  wide,  although  represented  on  maps 
as  much  larger.  The  former  is  in  an  old  crater,  and  has 
add  water.  The  inhabitants  of  Leyte  are  Bisayans^ 
exactly  like  those  of  Samar,  and  are  said  by  Jagor  to  be 
more  idle  and  dirty  than  the  Tagalas  of  Luzon,  though 
friendly  and  tractable,  crime  being  almost  unknown.  The 
whole  of  the  interior  is  forest,  the  settlements  being  on 
or  near  the  coast  The  capital  town  is  Tadoban  at  the 
southern  entrance  to  the  Juanico  Strait,  which  has  been 
declared  a  free  port,  but  is  as  yet  a  place  of  no  trade. 
There  are  twenty-eight  villages  in  Leyte,  almost  all  near 
the  coast,  and  its  population  amounts  to  about  170,000. 

16.  MasbeUe — BohoL 

The  comparatively  small  island  of  Masbate  is  situated 
between  Luzon  and  Fanay.  It  is  about  80  miles  long,  of 
an  irregular  figure,  and  with  an  area  of  about  1200  square 
miles.  A  crescent-shaped  mountain  chain  runs  through 
it,  probably  of  ancient  crystalline  rocks,  as  the  river  sands 
produce  a  considerable  quantity  of  gold.  It  is  sterile  and 
little  cultivated,  its  population  being  only  about  10,000. 
The  inhabitants  are  all  Bisayas.  It  has  only  nine  villages, 
and  no  town. 

Bohol,  situated  between  Cebu  and  Leyte,  is  a  litQe 
smaller  than  Masbate,  but  of  a  more  compact  form.  It  is 
hilly  and  volcanic,  with  abundant  streams  and  a  fertQe 
soil,  and  supports  a  population  of  nearly  200,000,  the 
chief  products  being  abaca,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 
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17.  Palaioaru 

Palawan  is  a  long  narrow  island  running  in  a  north- 
east and  south-west  direction,  and,  with  the  Calamines  at 
the  north  end  and  Balahac  at  the  south,  ahnost  serving 
to  connect  the  Philippines  with  Borneo.  It  has  a  length 
of  about  230  nules,  and  a  breadth  varying  from  10  to  25 
mUes,  and  has  probably  an  area  of  about  5000  square 
miles,  being  thus  the  third  in  size  of  the  Philippine 
Islanda  Its  northern  e^tremify  is  much  broken  and 
studded  with  small  islands,  so  as  to  form  several  good 
harbours,  while  its  whole  north-western  coast  is  bordered 
by  an  extensive  submarine  bank  with  numerous  reefs  and 
icdets. 

The  land  is  generally  high,  and  towards  the  north  the 
coast  is  formed  by  vertical  limestone  cliffs,  probably  raised 
coral  ree& ;  and  no  part  of  it,  so  far  as  yet  known,  is 
volcanic.  It  is  mostly  covered  with  forests,  which  pro- 
duce abundance  of  rattans  and  beeswax,  together  with  a 
camphor-tree  similar  to  that  of  Borneo.  Among  its  wild 
animals  are  monkeys,  pigs,  civets,  a  porcupine,  flying 
squirrel,  and  small  leopard ;  the  last  three  not  found  in 
any  other  Philippine  island,  and  showing  a  connection 
with  Borneo.  Some  recent  collections  of  birds  from 
Palawan  show  this  connection  stiU  more  clearly,  for  while 
the  mass  of  the  species  are  allied  to  those  of  the  Philip- 
pines^ there  are  a  considerable  number  either  allied  to  or 
identical  with  those  of  Borneo*  The  near  approach  of  the 
two  islands  sufiSciently  accounts  for  this  amount  of  simi- 
larity, without  supposing  there  to  have  been  any  actual 
land  connection  between  theuL 

The  inhabitants  of  Palawan  are  very  little  known. 
They  are  said  to  be  of  Malayan  race,  but  with  more  or 
less  frizzled  hair,  perhaps  an  indication  of  mixture  with 
Negritos  or  with  Papuan  slaves.     They  use  the  blow- 
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pipe,  and  some  of  them  are  comiecjbed  with  the  Miknows 
of  Borneo,  and  are  under  the  nominal  role  of  the  Sultan 
of  Bruni,  while  others  are  under  the  Sultan  of  Sooloa 
The  northern  portion  of  Palawan  has  been  coloniaed 
£rom  the  Philippines,  and  with  the  Calamianes  and  the 
island  of  Dumaran  forms  the  province  of  Calamianes,  the 
capital  of  which  is  Port  Bojalist  on  the  east  coast  The 
population  of  this  province  is  about  18,000. 

18.  Mindaruio, 

Mindanao  or  Mindano,  sometimes  also  called  Mi^- 
dano,  is  the  most  southerly  island  of  the  Philippines,  and, 
next  to  Luzon,  the  largest.  Its  general  form  is  a  very 
iitegular  triangle,  with  straggling  appendages  at  each 
angle.  The  coast-line  is  very  xmeven,  and  is  often  in- 
dented with  deep  bays  and  inlets,  those  of  Bigan  on  the 
north  and  niana  or  Lanun  on  the  south,  leaving  an 
isthmus  between  them  little  more  than  30  miles  wide. 
The  length  of  the  island  from  east  to  west  is  about  280 
statute  mUes,  and  the  width  from  north  to  south  about 
270,  its  area  being  about  40,000  square  miles.  It  is 
generally  mountainous,  with  extensive  plains  and  valleys, 
and  on  the  eastern  side  it  has  two  active  volcanoes,  hut 
hardly  anything  is  known  of  the  interior.  It  is  drained 
chiefly  by  two  rivers,  the  Sio  Grande  de  Mindanao,  which 
enters  the  sea  by  an  extensive  delta  at  Cota  Batu  in  die 
southern  part  of  lUana  bay,  and  which  drains  an  extensive 
plain  with  several  large  lakes ;  and  the  river  of  Butuan, 
whose  mouth  is  in  Butuan  bay  on  the  north,  while  it 
rises  near  Moimt  Calalan  and  within  about  ten  or  twelve 
miles  of  the  head  of  Davao  bay  on  the  south.  There  is 
supposed  to  be  a  large  lake  called  Maguindanao  in  the 
centre  of  the  island  which  communicates  with  one  or 
both  of  these  rivers,  and  to  the  south  of  it  two  others 
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named  Balsan  and  liguasin.  Lake  Sapongan  ia  in  the 
northern  peninsula^  and  Lake  Malanao  to  the  south  of 
nigan  bay,  but  all  these  appev  to  be  inserted  in  maps 
on  the  authority  of  native  reports,  and,  though  they  pro- 
bably exbt^  their  position,  size,  and  characteristic  features, 
are  quite  unknown. 

The  whole  island  of  Mindanao  being  less  than  ten 
d^;rees  from  the  equator,  it  is  removed  from  the  influence 
of  the  monsoons,  and  from  the  terrible  hurricanes  which 
accompany  them.  Its  climate  is  therefore  more  equable 
and  humid  than  that  of  Luzon,  and  its  vegetable  produc- 
tions probably  differ  considerably  from  those  of  the  more 
northern  islands.  Kothing,  however,  i3  known  of  the 
botany  of  this  island  except  that  the  teak  tree  occurs  here, 
the  only  other  islands  in  the  entire  Malay  Archipelago  in 
which  it  is  found  being  Java  and  Sumbawa.  The  cele- 
brated Malayan  fruits,  the  mangosteea  and  durian,  are 
said  to  flourish  here,  but  not  farther  north. 

The  animalfl  of  Mindanao  appear  to  correspond 
generally  with  those  of  the  other  Philippine  Islands,  but 
it  probably  contains  some  peculiar  forms,  as  more  than 
twenty  new  kinds  of  birds  have  been  discovered,  although 
only  a  few  points  on  the  coast  have  yet  been  visited 

The  inhabitants  consist  of  Bisayas  on  the  north  coast, 
but  the  interior  is  occupied  by  wild  races,  and  the  south 
and  east  by  Mahometan  Malay  tribes  who  have  long  been 
celebrated  as  pirates.  These  people  have  their  head- 
quarters in  niana  bay,  whence  they  annually  sally  forth 
to  ravage  the  adjacent  coasts  and  islands,  sometimes 
extending  their  excursions  to  the  whole  coast  of  Borneo, 
to  the  Moluccas,  and  even  to  the  Aru  Islands.  The 
Spaniards  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the  coasts, 
especially  on  the  north  and  south,  of  which  they  have 
formed  five  districts.  The  largest  and  most  populous  is 
Misamis,  extending  along  the  north  coast  between  £. 
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long.  123''  and  154"*  30',  the  chief   town,  also  called 
Misamis,  being  situated  in  a  deep  inlet  of  Iligan  bay 
forming  a  secnre  harbour*     It  has  fourteen  Tillages  and 
64,000  inhabitants.     East  of  this  is  Surigao,  occapying 
the  whole  northern  peninsula,  at  the  extremity  of  which 
is  the  chief  town  of  the  same  name.     This  district  has 
twelve  villages  and  25,000  inhabitants.     Davao  on  the 
south  is  a  small  settlement  with  only  1600  inhabitants. 
Cota  Batu  or  Selangan,  formerly  called  Mindano,  has  only 
1200.      Zamboanga,  on  the  extremity  of  the  southern 
peninsula^  is  of  small  extent,  having  two  vilh^es  and  ahout 
12,000  inhabitants,  and  it  includes  the  island  of  Basilan, 
on  which  there  is  a  fort     The  port  of  Zamboanga  is  of 
some  commercial  importance,  and  also  as  a  station  from 
which  to  check  the  piracy  of  the  surroimding  tribes. 

19.  The  Sooloo  Islands. 

The  Sooloo  or  Sulu  Archipelago  is  a  group  of  islands, 
said  to  be  more  than  160  in  number,  extending  between 
Cape  Nusang  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Borneo,  and  the 
western  peninsula  of  Mindanao.  Besides  Basilan,  now 
belonging  to  the  Philippines,  there  are  two  good-sized 
islands,  Sooloo  in  the  centre,  and  Tawi-Tawi  near  Borneo. 
These  islands  are  beautiful  and  fertile.  Sooloo  is  moun- 
tainous and  well  wooded,  about  40  miles  long,  and  from 
5  to  12  miles  wide.  It  has  teak  trees  like  Mindanao, 
and  is  said  to  produce  iron  and  gold.  Deer  and  wild  pigs 
are  plentiful,  and  the  elephant  is  said  to  have  been 
wild  within  the  present  century.  The  inhabitants  are 
all  Mahometans  of  Malay  race,  speaking  a  peculiar 
language,.which  they  write  in  the  Arabic  character.  They 
are  considerably  advanced  in  civilisation,  cultivating  rice 
and  rearing  the  buffalo,  ox,  goat,  and  horse,  and  even 
amusing  themselves  with  horse-races.    They  are  ruled  over 
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piiatical  fleets  used  often  to  consist  of  twenty  or  thirty 
lai^  boats,  with  80  or  100  men  each,  and  even  the 
largest  merchant  vessels  had  not  the  least  chance  against 
them.  The  constant  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch, 
and  of  Sir  James  Brooke,  have  extirpated  some  of  tbem, 
and  the  prevalence  of  steamers  has  led  them  to  use 
smaller  boats ;  but  they  are  still  a  terror  to  native  vesseb 
and  to  many  unprotected  coasts,  and  their  contmued 
existence  is  a  serious  injury  as  well  as  a  disgrace  to 
all  the  European  governments  who  have  possessions  in  the 
Eastern  seas. 
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THE  DUTCH  £AST  INDIES. 

1.  .Se^m^  a7u2  Irrvportaifice. 

^8T  all  tlie  groups  south  of  tibe  Philippines— extend- 

>m  Pulo  Nias  on  the  west  of  Sumatra  to  the  Am 

near  New  Guinea,  a  distance  of  2600  miles — are 

in  the  Dutch  Colonies,  forming  altogether  a 

more  than  thrice  the  size  of  Germany,  with  a  popu- 

of  22,000,000;   abounding  in   gold,  diamonds, 

I,  coal,  and  salt,  and  producing  pepper,  cinnamon,  tea, 

s,  rice,  tobacco,  indigo,  camphor,  and  spices.     Thus, 

Dutch  possessions  rank  next  in  importance  to  the 

Empire  in  Asia ;  its  trade  with  the  home  country 

its  to  at  least  one-half  of  that  carried  on  between 

India  and  England,  while  the  floating  capital  of  this 

can  scarcely  be  estimated  at  less  than  £25,000,000. 

2.  Dutch  Policy,  and  its  Effects  on  the  Native 

Populations, 

The  army,  and  the  policy  pursued  towards  the  natires, 

the  two  mainstays  of  the  Dutch  power  in  these  remote 

ions.     thQ  army,  amounting  to  about  30,000  men,  is 

jstered  by  the  Indian  Council  of  six  members,  and 

Lt  two-fifths  of  all  the  forces  are  stationed  in  Java,  the 

of  If  etherlands  India.     They  consist  both  of  Dutch 

Malays,  drilled  and  officered  by  Europeans.     The 

consists  of  about  thirty  vesseLs,  and  these  combined 

have  gradually  overcome  all  resistance  as  far  as 
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they  could  reach ;  so  that  the  Dutch  authority  is  finnly 
established,  especially  in  Java^  where  one  or  two  nomi- 
nally independent  sultans  are  mere  tools  in  the  hands  of 
the  authorities  in  Batavia. 

The  Dutch  government  has  a  monopoly  of  rice,  indigo, 
and  coffee,  to  such  an  extent  that  native  planters  are 
obliged  to  dispose  of  their  produce  to  the  State  on  fixed 
terms.  By  this  system  a  large  revenue  is  obtained,  the 
coffee  produced  in  Java  alone  amounting  yearly  to  about 
60,000  tons.  Slaves  are  no  longer  employed  on  the 
plantations,  slaveiy  having  been  abolished  some  few 
years  ago.  But  the  natives  are  bound  to  a  sort  of  statute 
labour,  besides  their  obligation  to  serve  their  own  sultana 
in  the  same  way.  Many  of  the  hardships  inherent  to  this 
system  have  been  miti^ted,  but  it  stiU  remains  substan- 
tially true  that  the  Dutch  colonies  are  farmed  for  tihe 
benefit  of  the  mother  countiy.  The  natives  feel  the  yoke, 
but  endure  it  patiently ;  partly  through  obsequiousness  to 
their  sultans,  who  are  so  many  Dutch  puppets,  partly 
through  their  own  natural  temperament.  The  Malaya 
have,  no  doubt,  some  good  qualities,  but  at  the  bottom  of 
their  character  lies  a  material  and  sensuous  element ;  for 
them  the  panem  et  cireenses  argument  has  iiresistible 
attractions;  they  are  satisfied  with  their  rice,  fish,  and 
betel,  which  they  easily  earn  as  careful  agriculturists  and 
skilful  mariners.  If  to  these  blessings  be  added  an  occa- 
sional exhibition  of  dancing  girls,  concert,  visit  to  the 
play-house  or  cock-fight,  they  are  more  than  rewarded, 
and  think  no  longer  of  revolting.  The  natives  even  thrive 
under  the  system,  as  shown  by  the  enormous  increase  of 
the  population.  That  of  Madura,  for  instance,  rose  fixim 
393,426  in  1856  to  676,818  in  1871,  thus  almost 
doubling  itself  in  fifteen  years.  It  will  also  be  readily 
allowed  that  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  districts  under 
Dutch  rule  is  far  superior  to  that  of  the  native  states, 


DUTCH  KA5T  INDIES.  301 

where  the  old  barbarous  systems  of  slavery,  piracy,  and 
spoliation  still  flourish  unrestrained. 

8.  System  of  OovemmerU  of  Netherlands  India. 

At  the  head  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies  is  a  Grovemor- 
General  with  the  authority  of  a  viceroy.  He  is  supreme 
commander  of  the  land  and  sea  forces,  with  the  right  of 
declaring  peace  and  war,  and  concluding  treaties  with  the 
native  princes  and  peoples  within  the  limits  of  his  in- 
structions fiN)m  the  Home  (xovemment.  The  colonies  are 
divided  into  two  main  divisions,  the  first  comprising  Java 
with  Madura,  the  second  the  so-called  external  possessions 
(Buitenbezittingen),  that  is,  all  the  other  possessions  and 
tributary  states.  The  former  are  divided  into  '^Besi- 
dencies,''  of  which  there  are  twenty-one  in  Java  alone. 
Each  of  these  provinces  is  administered  by  a  "  resident," 
and  is  again  subdivided  into  a  number  of  ^'r^encies," 
with  a  "  r^ent "  at  their  head.  This  r^nt  is  always  a 
native  chosen  firom  the  nobles,  especially  of  former  dynas- 
tic families,  whose  influence  over  their  subjects,  cemented 
as  it  is  by  religious  associations,  still  remains  undiminished. 
Under  the  regent  are  the  district  and  ''dessa"  chiefs, 
charged  with  the  collection  of  the  taxes,  who  are  chosen 
by  the  inhabitants,  and  who  represent  the  interests 
of  the  ^  dessa  "  or  commune,  a  social  organisation  some- 
what resembling  the  Sussian  ^  mir."  With  the  regent, 
called  by  the  Javanese  "  adhipatti,"  "  pangeren,"  or  "  tom- 
monggung,"  is  associated  a  European  ''Assistant  Besi* 
dent,"  who  is  instructed  to  treat  his  compeer  as  a  younger 
brother,  and  while  keeping  him  weU  in  hand  to  put  him 
forward  as  ostensibly  the  real  agent.  Under  the  Assistant 
Sesidents  are  other  European  functionaries,  who,  besides 
their  political  duties,  have  the  administration  of  justice 
or  the  superintendence  of  the  culture-system  mainly  in 
their  hands. 
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CHAPTER   XVT. 

JAVA. 

1.  PosUiofi,  Form,  and  Area. 

Chief  of  the  Dutch  possessions  is  the  fine  island  of  Java, 
situated  on  the  southern  margin  of  the  great  Asiatic 
submarine  plateau.  It  is  separated  from  Sumatra  on  the 
west  by  the  Straits  of  Sunda,  at  the  narrowest  part  only 
fourteen  miles  wide,  and  from  Bali  on  the  east  by  a 
strait  only  two  miles  broad.  Borneo  lies  immedii^y 
north  of  it,  but  everjrwhere  distant  more  than  200  miles, 
while  due  south  of  it  the  Indian  and  Southern  oceans 
extend  uninterruptedly  to  the  Antarctic  continent.  In  fonn 
it  is  long  and  comparatively  narrow,  lying  in  a  nearly 
east  and  west  direction.  Its  extreme  length  is  575  geo- 
graphical miles,  while  its  breadth  varies  from  48  to  117 
miles.  Its  area  has  been  computed  at  3  7,0  2  9  geographical 
miles,  or  about  one  third  part  larger  than  Ireland.  Its 
north  coast  ia  somewhat  low,  and  comparatively  sheltered, 
and  here  are  several  small  islands,  the  chief  being  the 
Karimon  Java  archipelago,  and  Bawean ;  and  one  laige 
island  Madura,  which  at  its  western  extremity  is  only 
separated  from  the  main  island  by  a  strait  a  mile  wide. 
The  southern  coast  is  bold  and  precipitous,  and  has  only 
a  few  islands  situated  dose  to  the  shore,  the  most  impor- 
tant being  Barong  towards  the  eastern  extremity,  and 
Kambangan  a  little  west  of  the  centre.  The  coast-line 
presents  many  bays  on  the  north,  but  none  of  them  pene- 
trate deeply,  so  that  there  is  only  one  good  harbour,  that 
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of  Soaiabaya,  formed  between  the  main  island  and  Madura. 
The  Boatliwn  ooaat  ia  stdll  less  indented,  and  is  exposed  to 
a  heavy  and  daogerous  snif,  -which  rolls  in  upon  the  shore 
at  all  seasons.  It  is  therefore  little  &eqnented,  and  it  has 
hardly  any  safe  harboor  but  that  between  the  island  of 
Eambai^an  and  the  mainland. 


JATAKB8K  LAHMCAFB. 

The  western  part  of  Java,  as  far  as  Cheribon,  is  from 
75  to  95  miles  broad,  and,  except  the  plains  on  the  northern 
coast,  is  very  mountainous,  the  mountains  being  crowded 
together  with  narrow  intervening  valleys,  but  not  reaching 
such  great  elevations  as  elsewhere ;  the  highest  being 
somewhat  under  10,000  feet  This,  however,  ia  the  most 
luxuriant  part  of  the  island,  owing  to  the  moister  climate. 
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80  that  the  forests  reach  the  sxumnits  of  some  of  the  highest 
mountaiDs,  Here  is  the  coimtiy  of  the  Sundanese,  whospeak 
a  langaage  distinct  from  the  Javanese  proper.  Eastward 
as  far  as  the  promontory  of  Japara  the  island  is  hardly 
more  than  50  miles  wide,  monntainons  in  the  centre,  but 
with  plains  both  on  the  north  and  south  coasts.  Here 
the  mountains  exceed  10,000  feet  Then  comes  a  portion 
which  is  about  100  miles  wide,  as  far  as  Sourabaya^  where 
an  extensive  valley  nearly  crosses  the  island.  Beyond 
this  the  eastern  end  is  only  50  miles  wide,  yet  it  contaios 
the  great  mountain  of  Semiru,  12,235  feet  high,  and  the 
highest  in  all  Java. 

2.  Mountains — Volcanoes — Earthquakes. 

The  great  mountains  of  Java  are  all  volcanic  cones, 
situated  for  the  most  part  near  the  central  line  of  the 
island.  Eight  of  these  exceed  10,000  feet,  seven  more 
exceed  9000,  and  eight  are  between  7000  and  9000 
feet  high,  and  there  are  many  others  of  less  elevation. 
The  total  number  of  volcanic  peaks  in  Java  is  said  to  he 
46,  of  which  twenty  are  more  or  less  in  a  state  of  activity. 
As  an  example  of  these,  we  may  quote  Dr.  Horsfield's 
account  of  the  Tenger  mountain  situated  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  island,  which,  although  by  no  means  the  most 
lofty,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting,  not  only  in  Java,  but 
in  the  world. 

^This  mountain  constitutes  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
volcanoes  of  the  island.  It  rises  from  a  very  large  base, 
in  a  gentle  slope,  with  gradually  extending  ridges.  The 
summit,  seen  from  a  distance,  is  less  conical  than  most  of 
the  other  principal  volcanoes,  varying  in  height,  at  differ- 
ent points,  from  7000  to  8700  feet.  The  crater  is  not 
at  the  summit,  but  more  than  1000  feet  below  the  highest 
point ;  and  consists  of  a  large  excavation  of  an  irr^olarly 
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drcular  form,  surrounded  ou  all  sides  by  a  range  of  hills 
of  different  elevations.  It  is  by  far  the  largest  crater  in 
the  island,  and  one  of  the  laigest  active  craters  on  the 
globe.  It  constitutes  an  immense  gulf,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  level  This  is  bare  and  covered  with  sand 
throughout ;  in  one  portion,  near  the  middle,  the  sand  is 
loose  and  blown  by  the  wind  into  ridges,  and  to  this  the 
natives  give  the  name  of  '  sea  of  sand.'  The  larger 
diameter  of  the  crater  is  about  four  nules  and  a  half,  the 
smaller  three  and  a  half.  Prom  its  interior,  and  to- 
wards the  middle,  there  rise  several  conical  peaks,  or 
distinct  volcanoes.  The  chief  of  these,  the  mountain 
Brama  (from  the  Hindu  god  Brama,  whose  emblem  is 
Five),  is  a  perfectly  regular  cone,  still  in  partial  activity, 
with  occasional  eruptions.  It  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  ' 
by  the  *  sea  of  sand'  above  mentioned.  Adjoining  to  it 
stands  another  conical  peak,  more  than  1000  feet  high, 
named '  Watangan'  (Hall  of  Audience),  covered  externally 
with  sand,  quite  bare,  and  on  account  of  its  steepness  its  top 
has  never  been  examined.  At  a  small  distance  from  the 
'  Brama'  rises  a  smaller  cone,  called  *  Butak'  (the  Bald). 
The  two  last  have  not  exhibited  any  volcanic  activity  in 
recent  times. 

"  The  '  Brama,'  which  rises  from  the  middle  of  the 
crater^s  floor,  is  also  covered  with  sand,  and  is  marked 
with  regular  parallel  grooves  and  lidges,  its  height  being 
above  600  feet  The  ascent,  though  arduous,  is  facili- 
tated by  steps  which  the  natives  have  made  in  the  sandy 
covering.  On  reaching  the  summit,  I  was  surprised  by 
finding  myself  suddenly  at  the  brink  of  an  inunense 
fuimel,  having  a  circumference  of  about  one  mile,  and  a 
depth  of  about  600  feet.  Its  form  is,  on  the  whole, 
regular ;  the  interior  walls  are  stratified  with  imdulating 
layers  of  sand,  and  volcanic  debris  of  different  colours — 
grey,  reddish,  and  black.     The  sides  converge  to  a  small 
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bottom,  apparently  about  twenty  yards  in  diameter,  con* 
taining  a  greenish  fluid,  from  which  volumes  of  smoke 
ascend.  While  standing  at  the  brink,  several  outbursts 
occurred,  which  shook  the  mountain,  and  were  accom- 
panied by  a  rumbling  noise  resembling  distant  thunder." 

The  outer  walls  of  this  old  mountain  are  of  trachytic 
lava,  and  Dr.  Junghun  believes  that  in  the  earlier  periods 
of  its  history  it  sent  forth  trachytic  lavas,  obsidian,  and 
pumice  stone ;  after  this  enormous  quantities  of  sand  were 
thrown  out,  which  formed  the  great  sandy  floor  with  its 
sand  cones,  while  at  present  it  only  emits  steam  and 
sulphurous  gases,  with  occasional  showers  of  fine  ashes. 
Some  of  the  other  volcanoes  of  Java  have  had  tenible 
eruptions  within  the  historical  period.  In  the  year  1772 
the  volcano  Papandayang,  which  is  in  the  south-western 
part  of  the  island,  threw  out  such  an  immense  quantity  of 
scoriae  and  ashes  that  Dr.  JuDghun  thinks  a  layer  nearly 
fifty  feet  thick  was  spread  over  an  area  having  a  radios  of 
seven  mUes,  all  this  being  thrown  out  during  a  sin^e 
night.  Forty  native  villages  were  buried  beneath  it,  and 
about  3000  persons  are  supposed  to  have  perished  between 
this  single  sunset  and  sunrise. 

Still  more  terrible  and  destructive  was  the  eruption  of 
Mount  Galunggong  (a  few  miles  north-east  of  Papanday- 
ang) on  the  8th  of  October  1822.  At  noon  on  that  day 
not  a  doud  could  be  seen  in  the  sky.  The  wild  beasts 
gladly  sought  the  friendly  shades  of  the  dense  forest ;  and 
not  a  sound  was  to  be  heard  over  the  highly-cultivated 
declivities  of  the  mountain,  or  over  the  rich  adjoining 
plain,  but  the  dull  creaking  of  some  native  cart  drawn  by 
the  sluggish  buffalo.  The  natives,  under  the  shelt^  of 
their  rude  huts,  were  giving  themselves  up  to  the  midniay 
repose,  when  suddeidy  a  frightful  thundering  was  heard 
in  the  earth,  and  from  the  top  of  this  old  volcano  a  dark 
dense  mass  was  seen  rising  higher  and  higher  into  the 
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air,  and  spreading  itself  out  over  the  dear  sky  with  such 
an  appalling  rapidity  that  in  a  few  moments  the  whole 
landscape  was  shrouded  in  the  darkness  of  night.  Through 
the  thick  daikness  flashes  of  lightning  gleamed  incessantly 
in  eveiy  direction,  and  many  natives  were  instantly  struck 
down  to  the  earth  by  stones  falliog  from  the  sky.  Then  a 
deluge  of  hot  water  and  flowing  mud  shot  up  from  the 
crater  like  a  waterspout,  and  poured  down  the  mountain- 
sides, sweeping  away  trees  and  beasts  and  human  bodies 
in  its  seething  mass.  At  the  same  moment  stones  and 
ashes  and  sand  were  projected  to  an  enormous  height  into 
the  air>  and,  as  they  fell,  destroyed  nearly  eyerythiog 
within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles,  while  quantities  of  the 
same  material  fell  even  beyond  the  river  Tandoi,  which  ib 
forty  miles  off.  A  few  Tillages  that  were  situated  on 
high  hills  on  the  lower  declivities  of  the  mountain  escaped 
the  surrounding  destruction  by  being  raised  above  the 
streams  of  hot  water  and  flowing  mud,  while  most  of  the 
stones  and  ashes  and  sand  that  were  thrown  out,  passed 
completely  over  them,  and  destroyed  villages  that  were 
feurther  removed  from  the  centre  of  this  great  eruption. 

The  thundering  was  first  heard  at  half-past  one  o'clock. 
At  four  o'clock  the  extreme  violence  of  the  eruption  was 
past :  at  five,  the  sky  began  to  grow  dear  once  more,  and 
the  same  sun  that  at  noon  had  shed  his  glowing  light 
over  the  rich  and  peaceful  landscape,  at  evening  was 
casting  his  rays  over  the  same  spots,  then  changed  into  a 
scene  of  utter  desolation. 

But  this  was  not  aJL  A  second  eruption  followed 
on  October  12th,  even  more  violent  than  the  first.  Hot 
water  and  mud  were  again  vomited  fortli,  and  great  blocks 
of  basalt  were  thrown  to  a  distance  of  seven  miles  from 
the  volcano.  There  was  at  the  same  time  a  violent  earth- 
quake ;  the  summit  of  the  mountain  was  broken  down, 
and  one  side,  which  had  been  covered  with  forest,  became 
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an  enormous  semiciicular  gul£  New  hills  and  valleyB 
are  said  to  have  been  formed,  and  two  rivers  had  their 
courses  changed.  The  river  Wxdna  bore  down  to  the  sea 
the  dead  bodies  of  men  and  the  carcases  of  deer,  rhino- 
ceroses, tigers,  and  other  aniTnals.  The  official  accounts 
state  that  114  villages  were  destroyed,  and  4000  persons 
killed  This  mountain  was  situated  in  a  fertile  and  thickly 
populated  part  of  Java ;  it  was  covered  with  forests  to 
the  summit,  and  no  record  or  tradition  existed  of  its  ever 
having  been  in  a  state  of  eruption ;  so  that  this  terrible 
catastrophe  fell  upon  a  people  utterly  unprepared  for  it 

Java  is  also  subject  to  earthquakes,  though  not  so 
frequent  or  so  violent  as  in  some  other  parts  of  the  archi- 
pelago. The  most  celebrated  is  that  of  January  5, 1699, 
when  208  considerable  shocks  were  felt  and  many  houses 
in  Batavia  were  overturned.  At  the  same  time  a  volcanic 
eruption  occurred  in  Mount  Salak,  about  forty  mUes  south 
of  the  city,  and  numerous  landslips  blocked  up  the  river, 
causing  it  to  become  so  muddy  as  to  kill  all  the  fish 
except  the  carp.  The  quantity  of  bushes,  trees,  and 
debris,  caused  the  river  to  overflow  and  inundate  the  city, 
while  it  brought  down  numbers  of  drowned  buffaloes, 
tigers,  rhinoceroses,  apes,  and  other  wild  beasts,  including 
even  crocodiles,  which  were  found  drowned  among  the  rest 

So  lately  as  1867  a  violent  earthquake  occurred  in 
central  Java,  which  destroyed  many  houses  and  swallowed 
up  their  inhabitants.  A  thousand  people  are  said  to  haye 
been  killed  by  it  in  the  native  capital  of  Djokokarta  alone. 

Besides  the  true  volcanoes,  there  are  many  hill 
ranges  and  lesser  mountains  in  Java ;  and  skirting  the 
southern  shore  there  is  a  great  range  of  low  mountains 
about  3000  feet  in  height,  formed  of  basalt,  trap,  and 
sometimes  of  limestone.  This  latter  appears  to  be  of 
Miocene  age,  as  it  contains  shells  and  corals  allied  to 
those  of  the  European  Miocene,  as  well  as  others  similar 
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to  those  which  now  live  in  Eastern  seas,  three  out  of 
twenty-two  being  living  species.  In  the  western  part, 
near  Sumatra,  a  few  boulders  of  granite  are  found,  but 
this  rock  is  otherwise  hardly  known  in  the  island. 

8.  JRivers,  Valleys,  Sot  Springs,  etc 

The  rivers  of  Java,  especially  on  the  north  side,  are 
almost  innumerable,  but  from  the  form  of  the  island  they 
are  of  comparatively  small  size,  and  a  few  only  navigable 
for  boats.  Their  rapid  flow  and  perennial  supply  of 
water  are  excellently  adapted  for  irrigation,  to  the  prac- 
tice of  which  much  of  the  fertility  of  the  country  is  due. 
The  largest  and  most  useful  river  of  the  island  is  that 
usually  called  the  river  of  Solo,  from  its  passing  the  native 
capital  of  that  name.  It  has  its  source  in  one  of  the  low 
ranges  of  hiUs  towards  the  southern  side  of  the  island, 
and  after  a  tortuous  course  of  360  miles  empties  itself 
into  the  sea  by  two  mouths  opposite  the  western  end  of 
Madura.  Except  for  three  months,  from  August  to 
October,  it  is  navigable  for  large  boats,  and  at  all  times 
by  small  ones.  The  next  largest  river  is  the  Brantas,  or 
river  of  Sourabaya.  This  also  rises  near  the  southern  coast, 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Semero  moimtain,  and  after 
receiving  many  afiSuents,  enters  the  sea  by  two  mouths, 
one  of  which  passes  the  town  of  Sourabaya,  and  contri- 
butes to  form  its  harbour. 

The  valleys  of  Java,  like  its  streams,  are  innumerable, 
bat  its  inland  plains  of  any  extent  are  only  six  in  num- 
ber. In  the  western  section  of  the  island  is  that  of  Ban- 
dong;  in  the  centre  the  great  plain  of  Surakarta;  and 
somewhat  farther  east  those  of  Madiyun,  Kediri,  and 
Malang,  the  latter  beiog  situated  between  the  great  vol- 
canoes of  Arjuna  and  Semero.  All  these  plains  are 
bounded  by  lofty  mountains,  which  furnish  them  with  a 
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perennial  snpply  of  water  for  irrigatioii,  such  as  is  fur- 
nished by  the  Alps  to  the  plains  of  Lombardy.  The 
valley  of  Kadu,  south  of  Samarang,  and  bounded  by  the 
mountains  Sundara  and  Merapi,  is  of  equal  fertility  with 
the  above-mentioned  plains.  There  8u:e  no  lakes  of  any 
extent  in  Java^  but  there  are  a  few  small  ones  in  the 
mountains,  which  are  often  very  beautiful  Hot  springs 
are  frequent,  generally  at  the  base  of  the  volcanoes,  and 
many  of  them  are  strongly  impregnated  with  carbonic 
acid.  The  mud  and  brine  springs  of  Grobogan,  in  the 
south  of  the  province  of  Japara,  are  very  remaricabk 
They  are  situated  in  a  level  limestone  district  surrounded 
by  volcanoes,  and  have  been  described  by  Dr.  Horsfield 
as  follows : — 

''  These  wells  are  dispersed  through  a  district  of 
country  several  miles  in  circumference,  the  base  of  which, 
like  that  of  other  parts  of  the  island  which  furnish  min- 
eral and  saline  waters,  is  limestone.  They  are  very 
numerous,  and  force  themselves  upwards  through  ap»- 
tures  in  the  rocks  with  some  violence  and  ebullition. 
The  waters  are  strongly  impr^nated  with  sea-salt,  and 
yield  upon  evaporation  very  good  salt  for  culinary  pur- 
poses, in  quantity  not  less  than  200  tons  a  year.  About 
the  centre  of  this  limestone  district  is  found  an  extraordi- 
nary volcanic  phenomenon.  On  approaching  it  from  a 
distance,  it  is  first  discovered  by  laige  volumes  of  smoke 
rising  and  disappearing  at  intervals  of  a  few  seconds, 
resembling  the  vapours  arising  from  a  violent  surf,  while 
a  dull  noise  is  heard  like  that  of  distant  thunder. 
Having  advanced  so  near  that  the  vision  is  no  longer 
impeded  by  the  smoke,  a  large  hemispherical  mass  is 
observed,  consisting  of  black  earth  mixed  with  water, 
about  16  feet  in  diameter,  rising  to  the  height  of  20 
or  30  feet  in  a  perfectly  regular  manner,  and,  as  it  were, 
puahed  up  by  a  force  beneath^  which  suddenly  explodes 
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\rith  a  dull  noise,  and  scatters  about  a  volume  of  black 
mud  in  every  direction.  After  an  interval  of  a  few 
seconds,  the  hemispherical  body  of  mud  or  earth  rises  and 
explodes  again.  In  the  same  manner  this  volcanic  ebul- 
lition goes  on  without  interruption,  throwing  up  a  globu- 
lar body  of  mud,  and  dispersing  it  with  violence  through 
the  neighbouring  plain.  The  spot  where  this  occurs  is 
nearly  circular,  and  perfectly  leveL  It  is  covered  with 
the  earthy  particles  impregnated  with  salt  which  are 
thrown  up  from  below.  Its  circumference  is  about  half 
a  mila  A  strong  sulphurous  pungent  smell,  somewhat 
resembling  that  of  earth-oil,  is  perceived  on  standing  near 
the  explosion,  and  the  mud  recently  thrown  up  is  some- 
what above  the  heat  of  the  air.  During  the  rainy  season 
these  explosions  are  more  violent,  the  mud  is  thrown  up 
much  higher,  and  the  noise  is  heard  to  a  greater  dis- 
tanca" 

The  celebrated  valley  of  poison,  *'  Gueva  upas,"  is  an 
extinct  crater  about  half  a  mile  in  circumference,  which 
is  an  object  of  terror  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 
Every  living  thing  which  penetrates  into  this  valley  falls 
down  dead,  and  the  bottom  is  covered  with  bones  and 
carcases  of  tigers,  deer,  birds,  and  even  of  men,  aU  killed 
by  the  copious  emanations  of  carbonic  acid  gas,  which, 
accumulating  in  the  hollow,  form  an  invisible  but  deadly 
lake.  In  another  crater,  near  the  volcano  of  Talaga 
Bodas,  there  are  sulphurous  exhalations,  which  have  killed 
tigers,  birds,  and  innumerable  insects,  and  in  this  case  the 
soft  parts,  such  as  muscle,  nails,  hair,  and  skin,  are  pre- 
served, while  the  bones  are  corroded  and  destroyed.  The 
mythical  tales  of  the  deadly  **  Upas  tree,"  which  was  said 
to  destroy  all  creatures  which  slept  beneath  its  shade,  or 
any  birds  which  flew  over  it,  have  originated  in  the  word 
''  upas  "  (poison)  being  applied  to  these  places  and  also  to 
a  poisonous  tree — the  Antiaris  Umcaria — ^which  latter 
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has  no  such  deadly  properties  as  have  been  alleged,  bat 
which  have  been  transferred  to  it. from  the  craters  Med 
with  mephitic  gases,  to  which  they  really  appertain. 

An  analogous  phenomenon  is  a  lake  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  long,  in  the  crater  of  Taschem,  in  the  eastern  part 
of  Java,  which  is  so  strongly  impregnated  with  sulphuric 
acid  that  no  fish  can  live  in  it,  or  in  the  river  which 
flows  from  it ;  and  when  the  river  empties  itself  into  the 
sea,  it  destroys  or  drives  away  all  fish  for  a  considerable 
distance. 

4.  Climate, 

The  climate  of  Java  is  hot  and  uniform,  as  might  be 
expected  from  its  geographical  position,  but  its  elevated 
plains  and  plateaus,  from  1000  to  5000  feet  above  the 
sea,  afford  a  variety  of  climates,  some  of  which  are  as 
near  perfection  as  any  that  can  be  found.  The  wet 
season  is  from  October  to  March,  when  the  north-west 
monsoon  blows,  and  the  dry  from  April  to  September, 
during  the  prevalence  of  the  south-east  winds ;  but,  as  in 
all  countries  near  the  equator,  rain  and  sunshine  are  more 
or  less  distributed  throughout  the  year.  The  period  of 
change  of  the  monsoons  is  often  unsettied  and  tempestn- 
ous,  with  violent  thunderstorms,  which,  in  the  mountains, 
are  often  destructive  of  Ufa  Land  and  sea  breezes  are 
experienced  within  fifteen  miles  of  the  northern  and 
southern  coasts,  while  in  some  parts  of  the  east  end  of 
the  island  the  south-east  monsoon  blows  violently  across 
the  entire  island. 

The  variations  of  temperature  at  Batavia  are  very 
small ;  the  result  of  hourly  observations  for  three  years 
at  the  Government  meteorological  observatory  showing 
an  extreme  range  of  only  2T  Fahr.  in  that  period.  The 
usual  daily  range,  however,  is  only  about  1 1"*,  or  from 
about  74*"  to  86'' ;  and  during  the  whole  year  the  tern- 


JAVA.  313 

pertLture  seldom  falls  much  below  70^  or  rises  above  90°; 
At  elevations  of  from.  3000  to  5000  feet  above  the  sea 
the  thermometer  is  usually  20°  lower  than  the  figures 
above  given,  producing  a  climate  very  agreeable  to  Euro- 
pean constitutions,  and  suitable  to  the  com,  fruits,  flowers, 
and  vegetables  of  the  temperate  zone,  which  have  long 
been  acclimatised 

5.  Natural  Sistory  of  Java. 

The  botany  of  Java  is^  exceedingly  rich  and  diver- 
sified, and  the  peculiar  Malayan  flora  is  here  developed 
in  its  highest  luxuriance  and  beauty.  The  villages,  and 
even  the  towns,  are  in  great  part  concealed  from  view  by 
the  luxuriant  abundance  and  perpetual  verdure  of  the 
vegetation.  Patches  of  sandy  shore,  or  of  bare  lava- 
coloured  peaks,  are  the  exception.  The  vegetation  varies 
with  the  soil,  whether  composed  of  the  debris  of  volcanic 
matter,  of  calcareous  rocks,  or  of  sandstone ;  but  it  varies 
far  more  according  to  the  elevation  of  the  land,  which 
gives  rise  to  at  least  six  different  botanical  zones,  which 
are  thus  described  by  Dr.  Blocker : — ^"  On  the  low  coast- 
lands  we  find  superb  palms,  bananas,  aroids,  amaran- 
thacese,  papilionaceous  plants,  and  poisonous  Euphor- 
biacese.  Scarcely  do  we  ascend  1000  feet  above  the 
sea  when  our  eyes  are  struck  by  the  quantity  of  ferns, 
which  already  preponderate  over  other  plants,  and  here^ 
too,  we  find  magnificent  groves  of  slender  bamboos.  The 
farther  we  ascend,  the  greater  is  the  change  in  the  aspect 
of  the  vegetation.  Palms  and  l^uminoss  become  rare, 
and  bamboos  less  abundant  In  place  of  these  we  find 
forests  of  fig-tiees  with  their  tall  trunks,  spreading 
branches,  and  thick  foliage,  overshadowing  more  lowly 
trees  and  a  variety  of  humble  plants,  and  exhibiting 
a  majesty  which  even  surpasses  in  splendour  the  palms 
of  the.  coast     Here,  too,  the  ferns  increase  in  number, 
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and  beautiful  tree-ferns  abound,  often  covering  the  sides 
of  the  valleys  with  their  aerial  crowns  of  fronds.  Or- 
chideous  plants  now  present  themselves  in  considerable 
numbers,  clothing  the  old  trees  with  a  parasitic  vegeta- 
tion. Higher  still  the  figs  are  mingled  with  gigantic 
liquidambars,  with  white  trunks.  To  the  Orchidese  ate 
added  the  curious  Nepenthes,  or  pitcher-plants,  while  the 
numeroua  ferns  are  accompanied  by  LoianthacesB  and  de- 
gant  Melastomas.  Above  these  comes  the  region  of  oaks 
and  laurels,  and  here  the  Melastomas  and  orchideons 
plants  become  still  more  abundant,  while  the  vegetalion 
receives  a  new  ornament  in  the  el^ant  Freydnedas, 
which  are  found  as  pseudo-parasites,  rubiaceous  plants 
beiQg  at  the  same  time  abundant,  growing  by  themselves 
and  flourishing  in  the  shada  !niere  is  but  one  r^on 
above  that  of  oaks  and  laurels,  where  rubiacese,  conifers, 
heaths,  and  other  plants  familiar  to  countries  beyond  the 
tropics,  present  to  us  the  flora  of  higher  latitudes. 
Cryptogamous  plants,  especially,  are  infinitely  mnlli- 
plied ;  fimgi  are  abundant,  and  mosses  cover  the  ground 
and  invest  the  trunks  and  branches  of  trees.  The  fetns 
are  now  smaller  in  size,  but  are  of  an  infinite  variety  of 
forms,  and  constitute  an  important  portion  of  the  vegeta- 
tion." 

Another  interesting  feature  of  the  higher  mountains 
of  Java  is  the  appearance  upon  them  of  plants  closely 
allied  to  those  of  northern  Europe.  On  the  fine  mountain 
of  Pangerango,  about  50  miles  S.S.E.  pf  Batavia,  we  meet 
with  eatable  raspberries  at  6000  feet,  cypresses  at  7000, 
while  at  8000  feet  we  come  upon  such  familiar  tjrpes  as 
the  honeysuckle,  St  John^s  wort,  and  guelder-rose ;  and 
when  we  reach  9000  feet,  we  meet  with  the  imperial 
cowslip,  allied  to  species  inhabiting  Japan  and  the  Hima- 
layas, but  of  a  peculiar  species  {Primula  imperialii^iomii 
nowhere  else  but  upon  this  single  mountain  top.     The 
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following  genera,  characteristic  of  north  temperate  regions, 
were  found  upon  the  smmnit  by  Mr.  Motley: — Two 
species  of  violet,  three  of  ranuncnlus,  eight  or  ten  of 
mbns,  and  species  of  primrose,  St.  John's  wort,  swertia, 
lily  of  the  valley,  cranberry,  rhododendron,  gnaphalimn, 
polygonum,  foxglove,  honeysuckle,  plantain,  wormwood, 
oak,  and  yew. 

The  zoology  of  Java  is  equally  interesting.  The  island 
is  very  rich  in  mammalia,  possessing  about  90  distinct 
kinds.  The  majority  of  these  are  identical  with  those  of 
Sumatra  and  Borneo ;  but  many  of  the  forms  inhabiting 
those  two  islands  are  wanting,  and  there  are  a  few  peculiar 
to  Java,  or  common  to  it  and  the  continent,  but  wanting  in 
the  other  islands.  Thus,  Java  has  no  tapir,  or  elephant, 
or  Malay-bear,  or  orang-utan,  while  the  Javan  rhinoceros 
and  hare  are  identical  with  species  found  again  in  the 
Indo-Chinese  countries.  Among  birds  we  meet  with 
similar  but  still  more  remarkable  facts.  No  less  than 
240  species  of  land-birds  are  known  to  inhabit  the  island, 
and  at  least  forty  are  peculiar  to  it  There  are,  however, 
no  lees  than  sixteen  genera  found  in  Malacca,  Sumatra,  and 
Borneo,  which  are  absent  from  Java,  among  which  are 
such  conspicuous  birds  as  the  Indian  magpies  {Dendro- 
dUa),  the  green  gaper  {Calyptomena),  the  bearded  roller 
{Nydiamis),  the  Argus  and  fire-back  pheasants,  and  the 
crested  partridges.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  twelve 
Javan  birds  whose  nearest  allies  (sometunes  the  identical 
species)  occur  in  the  Indo-Chinese  countries  or  the  Hima- 
layas, while  they  are  quite  unknown  in  Sumatra  and 
Borneo,  the  most  popular  example  of  which  is  the  pea- 
fowl of  Java,  found  also  in  Siam  and  Burmah,  but  not  in 
the  intervening  islands.^ 

^  For  l^e  details  of  these  pecnliaritieB  and  their  probable  cauaes,  see 
The  Cfeographieal  JDidribution  of  AnimcUs,  by  A.  K  WaUace,  toL  i 
p.  849. 
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In  reptiles,  firesh-^water  fishes,  and  insects,  Java  isveiy 
rich,  the  forms  agreeing  generally  with  those  prevalent  in 
the  other  Malay  islands  and  in  the  Indo-Malay  comitries. 
The  insects  are  especially  fine,  and  among  the  beetles  and 
butterflies  are  some  of  magnificent  dimensions  and  go> 
geons  colours ;  but,  as  in  the  birds,  many  of  them  are 
quite  peculiar  to  the  island  and  unlike  those  of  Sumatra 
and  Borneo. 

Among  the  more  remarkable  large  animals  of  Java  are 
the  rhinoceros,  the  tiger,  the  leopard,  the  wild  dog,  the  irild 
ox,  and  two  species  of  wild  swine.  Deer  are  abundant 
and  of  several  species,  but  there  are  no  antelopes  or  goats. 
Squirrels  are  veiy  plentiful,  and  there  are  four  species 
of  monkeys.  A  singular  animal,  somewhat  intermediate 
in  appearance  between  a  polecat  and  a  badger,  is  the 
Mydaus,  remarkable  for  its  distribution  on  the  higher 
mountains  only.  Dr.  Horsfield  states  that  it  is  confined 
exclusively  to  those  mountains  which  have  an  elevation 
of  more  than  7000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  that  on  these 
it  occurs  with  the  regularity  of  some  plants,  extending 
from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other  on  the  numerous 
disconnected  mountain  summits.  It  emits  an  offensive 
stench  like  the  skunk  of  America.  Besides  the  peacock, 
two  species  of  jungle-fowl  inhabit  Java — one  a  very  beau- 
tiful species  (Oallus  furcatus),  peculiar  to  the  ialsuiA  and 
those  eastward  of  it  as  far  as  Sumbawa ;  the  other  the 
common  jungle-fowl  of  India  and  the  Malay  countries 
(Oallus  hankiva),  and  the  original  stock  of  all  our  domestic 
poultry.  There  are  also  several  species  of  partridge  and 
quaJl,  and  some  very  beautiful  pigeons,  pre-eminent  among 
which  is  the  mountain  fruit-dove  {PtUopus  raseieoUis), 
whose  entire  head  and  neck  are  of  an  intense  rosy-pink, 
contrasting  exquisitely  with  its  otherwise  green  plumage. 
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6,  InhdbitarUs. 

The  native  inhabitants  of  Java  are  all  of  Malay  race, 
bat  are  divided  into  three  nations,  speaking  distinct  but 
allied  languages.  These  are  the  Sundanese,  of  Western 
Java ;  the  true  Javanese,  of  Central  and  Eastern  Java ; 
and  the  Madurese,  of  the  island  of  Madura  and  the  adja- 
cent parts  of  the  larger  island.  Physically,  however,  they 
are  all  nearly  alike,  and  are  hardly  distinguishable  from 
the  Malays  of  the  other  great  islands  and  of  the  peninsula 
of  Malaccs^  except  that  they  are  somewhat  taller  and 
better  made.  It  is  therefore  not  necessary  farther  to  de- 
scribe them.  As  regards  character,  Mr.  John  Crawford, 
who  had  long  and  intimate  experience  of  them,  pronounces 
them  to  be  peaceable,  docile,  sober,  and  industrious,  and 
the  most  truthful  and  straightforward  Asiatic  people  he 
ever  met  with.  He  believes  that  they  have  improved 
under  a  settled  government,  which  has  given  them  peace 
and  security;  for  an  old  writer,  Barbosa^  describes  them,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century,  as  being  "  very 
malicious,  great  deceivers,  seldom  speaking  the  truth,  and 
prepared  to  do  all  manner  of  wickedness ; "  and  this  was 
no  doubt  true,  as  the  same  terms  will  apply  to  many  of 
the  Malay  peoples  at  the  present  day  under  the  rule  of 
despotic  native  princes,  who  govern  by  favouritism  and 
intrigue,  spend  their  lives  in  amusements  and  debauchery, 
and  hold  the  property,  the  families,  and  even  the  lives  of 
all  their  subjects  at  their  disposal. 

Java  was  a  populous  and  wealthy  island  long  before 
it  was  known  to  Europeans,  for  the  Portuguese  found 
there  a  comparatively  civilised  people,  carrying  on  a  great 
trade  with  surrounding  countries,  which  they  supplied 
with  rice  and  native  manufactures.  The  Javanese  are 
good  agriculturists,  and  are  especially  skilful  in  irrigation. 
Extensive  valleys  and  mountain  sides  are  terraced  and 
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levelled  in  steps,  and  water  is  carried  from  the  monntain 
streams  so  that  every  plot  can  be  flooded  or  dried  at  plesr 
sure.  These  terraced  lands  are  of  very  great  antiquity, 
but  they  are  continually  being  extended,  and  they  enable 
the  ground  to  produce  a  constant  succession  of  crops  all 
the  year  round,  and  year  after  year,  without  manure, 
because  the  fertilising  matter  held  in  solution  and  suspen- 
sion by  all  streams  is  retained  upon  the  land  instead  of 
being  carried  away  to  the  sea  and  wasted.  This  mode<tf 
terracing  the  land  and  compelling  the  streams  to  fertilise 
it  efiTectually,  is  probably  the  most  perfect  system  of  agri- 
culture conceivable,  and  were  it  applied  in  our  own  country, 
it  would  enable  us  at  once  to  solve  the  problem  of  the 
economical  utilisation  of  sewage ;  for  we  should  then  havBi 
in  all  parts  o£  the  country,  water  ready  to  cany  and 
dilute,  and  land  ready  levelled  to  receive,  the  rich  mannreB 
that  are  now  recklessly  thrown  into  the  sea,  having  fint 
contaminated  our  streams  and  done  as  much  mischief  as 
possible. 

The  Javanese  axe  careful  and  skilful  workmen,  whether 
in  wood  or  iron.  They  build  admirable  boats  and  canoes, 
which  cannot  be  surpassed  for  speed  and  el^ance.  Their 
hisses  or  daggers  are  also  excellent,  the  steel  blades  being 
finely  figured,  and  the  handles  and  sheaths  worked  in  the 
finest  woods  or  in  ivory,  and  ornamented  with  gold  or  jewels. 
They  weave  native  cloths  of  fine  quality,  often  intermixed 
with  gold  thread,  and  of  beautifully  blended  colours ;  while 
they  dye  cottons  in  elaborate  and  tasteful  patterns  with  a 
few  simple  tints  obtained  from  earths  and  vegetables,  but 
whose  permanence  and  artistic  merit  put  our  more  gaudy 
but  evanescent  colours  to  shame. 

like  all  the  Malay  races,  and  most  imcivilised  peoples, 
the  Javanese  are  great  gamblers,  and  are  also  very  fond  of 
cock-fighting.  The  upper  classes,  however,  are  fond  of 
hunting,  and  are  admirable  horsemen.     They  hunt  deer 
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on  hoiaebacky  killing  them  with  a  short  swoid ;  while 
tigers  are  often  surrounded  and  killed  with  spears.  They 
have  a  peculiar  kind  of  theatrical  performance,  in  whidi 
the  shadows  of  fiat  wooden  figures  are  thrown  upon  a 
transparent  screen,  behind  which  the  performer  speaks 
the  several  parts,  altering  his  voice  to  suit  the  different 
characters.  The  pieces  are  almost  always  historical 
dramas,  taken  from  the  ancient  and  legendary  history 
of  the  island.  They  excel,  too,  in  music,  every  chief  or 
wealthy  man  having  a  gavieUmg^  or  band  of  musicians, 
generally  ten  or  twelve  in  number.  The  instruments  con- 
sist of  gongs  of  various  sizes  for  the  deeper  tones,  and 
strips  of  metal  or  bamboo  for  the  higher  notes,  arranged 
in  frames  so  that  a  set  of  each  can  be  conveniently  struck 
by  the  performer.  A  Bidla^  or  one-stringed  violin,  leads 
the  band,  which  is  in  constant  requisition  at  all  festivals. 
Some  of  the  musical  pieces  performed  are  long  and  ela- 
borate, but  all  are  played  by  ear,  the  performers  generally 
practising  from  childhood.  On  grand  occasions,  as  at  the 
wedding  of  a  rajah's  daughter,  the  gameUmg  will  keep  on 
playing  at  short  intervals  day  and  night  for  several  days 
in  succession. 

T.  Languagt — OimrivrMfnJt — ATUiquUies. 

The  language  spoken  in  the  greater  part  of  Java  is 
very  ancient,  and  is  much  fuller  and  more  elaborate  than 
the  Malay.  It  is  written  in  a  peculiar  character,  very 
different  from  the  Arabic  letters  in  which  the  Malay  lan- 
guage is  written,  and  equally  different  from  the  various 
characters  used  in  India.  There  are  three  dialects  of 
Javanese,  the  vulgar,  the  polite,  and  the  ancient.  The 
polite,  or  ceremonial  dialect,  is  very  peculiar.  It  appears 
to  be  a  factitious  language  made  by  changing  all  familiar 
words,  either  by  altering  their  terminations  or  by  adopt- 
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ing  woids  from  other  langoages.  This  oeremonial  Ian* 
guage  is  that  in  which  courtiers  address  those  higher  in 
rank  than  themselves,  while  inferiors  are  always  spoken 
to  in  the  v^jar  toDgue ;  but  in  writmg  tiie  cetJoiM  lan. 
guage  is  always  used,  though  addresses  and  proclamations 
are  in  the  vulgar  tongue.  The  ancient  or  religious  lan- 
guage bears  the  same  relation  to  the  popular  one  that 
Sanscrit  does  to  the  modem  languages  of  Hindostan.  In 
Bali  and  Lombok  it  is  still  the  language  of  the  priest- 
hood, but  in  Java  it  is  entirely  a  dead  language,  only 
found  in  ancient  inscriptions  and  manuscripts.  It  is 
known  as  the  Kawi  language.  The  literature  of  Java  is 
abundant,  and  is  wholly  metrical,  and  it  consists  of 
romances  and  histories  founded  on  ELindu  legends  and 
ancient  Javanese  story.  The  Sunda  language  is  rader 
and  less  cultivated,  and  is  believed  to  have  been  intro- 
duced by  some  of  the  Malay  tribes  of  Sumatra^  in  parts  of 
which  it  is  also  spoken. 

The  native  government  of  Java  was  a  pure  despotism, 
the  sovereign  being  the  arbitrary  lord  even  of  the  pro- 
perty and  life  of  his  subjects.  Previous  to  1478  the 
religion  of  the  island  was  Hindu,  and  there  were  many 
native  princes ;  but  in  that  year  the  Mahometan  converts, 
who  had  become  numerous,  overthrew  the  chief  Hindu 
principality  of  Majapahit,  and  the  conversion  of  the  whole 
island  followed  in  the  course  of  the  succeeding  century. 
The  original  source  of  the  Hindu  religion  in  Java  is  not 
known,  but  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  it  dates  back 
to  the  sixth  or  seventh  century,  or  perhaps  earlier. 
During  this  period  magnificent  palaces,  temples,  sculp- 
tures, and  other  works  of  art,  were  erected,  whose  ruins 
now  astonish  the  traveller  as  he  comes  upon  them  in  the 
midst  of  the  forest  or  on  the  mountain  side.  The  rains 
of  the  ancient  city  of  Majapahit  cover  miles  of  ground, 
and  consist  of  paved  roads,  walls,  tombs,  baths,  and  gate- 


JAVA.  821 

ways,  while  sculptures  of  Hindu  gods  and  goddesses  in 
hard  trachytic  rock  are  often  found  in  the  forest,  or 
remain  in  situ  in  the  temples.  Some  of  these  buildings 
were  of  brick,  and  in  their  ruins  show  a  degree  of  perfec- 
tion of  workmanship  perhaps  not  equalled  in  aay  other 
part  of  the  world.  The  bricks  are  exceedingly  fine- 
grained and  hard,  with  veiy  flat  surfaces  and  sharp 
angles.  They  are  laid  together  with  the  greatest  accu- 
racy without  any  perceptible  mortar  or  cement,  yet  often 
joining  so  closely  that  a  penknife  cannot  be  inserted 
between  them.  The  surfaces  seem,  in  fact,  to  adhere 
together  in  some  incomprehensible  manner.  These  brick 
buildings  were  richly  ornamented  with  mouldiQgs,  pro- 
jecting courses,  recessed  panels,  and  bold  cornices,  so  as 
to  produce  a  very  fine  architectural  effect.  The  great 
temples  and  religious  buildings,  however,  some  of  which 
remain  in  a  sufficiently  perfect  state  to  give  an  idea  of 
their  size  and  beauty,  were  much  more  remarkable,  and  a 
short  sketch  of  some  of  them  will  not  be  out  of  place. 

One  of  the  most  extensive  collections  of  sacred  build- 
ings is  at  Brambanam,  near  the  centre  of  Java,  between 
the  native  capitals  of  Djoko-kerta  and  Sura-kerta.  One 
set,  called  Loro-jongran,  consisted  of  twenty  separate 
buildings,  six  laxgQ  and  fourteen  small,  the  larger  sup- 
posed to  have  been  90  feet  high.  They  were  all  con- 
structed of  solid  stone,  everywhere  decorated  with  carv- 
ings and  bas-reliefs,  and  adorned  with  numbers  of  statues, 
many  of  which  stiU  remain  entire.  At  Chandi  Sewa,  in 
the  same  neighbourhood,  are  many  fine  colossal  figures. 
Captain  Baker,  who  surveyed  these  ruins,  said  that  he 
had  never  seen  *'  such  stupendous  and  finished  specimens 
of  human  labour,  and  of  the  science  and  taste  of  ages 
long  since  forgot,  crowded  together  in  so  small  a  compass 
as  in  this  spot"  They  cover  a  space  of  600  feet  square, 
and  consist  of  an  outer  row  of  eighty-four  small  temples, 

Y 


322  COMPENDIUM  OF  OE06RAPHT  AND  TRAVEL. 

a  second  row  of  seventy-six,  a  third  of  sixty^four,  a  fooith 
of  forty-four,  and  the  fifth  forming  an  inner  parallelognun 
of  twenty-eight — ^in  all  296  small  temples,  disposed  ia 
five  regular  parallelogTams.  In  the  centre  is  a  large  craci- 
form  temple  surrounded  by  lofty  flights  of  steps,  richly 
ornamented  with  sculpture,  and  containing  many  apartr 
ments.  The  tropical  vegetation  has  ruined  most  of  the 
smaller  temples,  but  some  remain  tolerably  perfect^  fzom 
which  the  effect  of  the  whole  may  be  imagined.  From 
their  great  numbers  they  are  called  by  the  natives  the 
**  Thousand  Temples."  About  half  a  mile  off  is  anodier 
temple,  called  Chandi  Kali  Bening,  72  feet  square  and 
62  feet  high,  in  very  fine  preservation,  and  covered  vith 
sculptures  of  Hindu  mythology  suipassmg  any  that  exist 
in  India.  Other  ruins  of  palaces,  haUs,  and  templea, 
with  abundance  of  sculptured  deities,  are  found  si  the 
same  neighbourhood. 

The  great  temple  of  Borobodo  is  situated  about  ei^tr 
miles  westward  of  Brambanam,  in  the  province  of  Kedn, 
and  is  in  some  respects  even  more  remarkable.  It  is 
built  upon  a  small  conical  hill  or  mound,  which  ik  com- 
pletely covers,  consisting  of  a  lofby  central  dome  and 
seven  ranges  of  terraced  open  galleries,  regularly  built 
round  the  hill,  with  numerous  angles,  and  communicating 
by  steps  and  gateways.  The  central  dome  is  50  feet  in 
diameter ;  aroimd  it  a  triple  circle  of  seventy-two  toweis, 
and  the  whole  building  is  620  feet  square,  and  about  100 
feet  high.  The  terraced  walls  are  surmounted  by  400 
cross-legged  figures  in  covered  niches,  and  both  sides  of 
all  the  terraced  passages  are  covered  with  bas-relie&, 
crowded  with  figures,  and  elaborately  executed  in  hard 
stone,  the  whole  being  estimated  to  occupy  an  extent  of 
wall  of  nearly  three  miles  in  lengtL  The  amount  of 
labour  and  sldll  expended  upon  this  sculptured  hill-temple 
must  have  been  as  great  as  that  required  to  build  the 
Great  Pyramid. 


About  forty  miles  south-'weet  of  Samarang,  on  a  moun* 
tain  called  Gunong  Prau  (boat-mountain),  is  an  extensive 
plateau  covered  with  ruins.  To  reach  these,  four  flights 
of  steps  were  made  up  the  mountain  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, each  flight  consisting  of  more  than  1000  steps. 
Traces  of  nearly  400  temples  have  been  found  here,  and 
they  appear  to  have  been  all  decorated  with  rich  and 
delicate  sculptuiea.  The  whole  country  between  these 
and  Brambanam,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  abounds  with 
ruins,  so  that  fine  sculptured  images  may  be  seen  built 
into  the  walls  of  endosurea,  or  lying  neglected  in  ditches. 


A  MATIVI  HOTTSB  IN  JAVA. 

When  all  these  noble  buildings  were  in  their  foil  per- 
fection, Java  must  have  presented  a  very  diEFerent  appear- 
ance from  what  it  does  now,  when  wooden  houses  or  low 
whitewashed  huts  are  alone  to  be  seen  through  the  greater 
part  of  the  interior.  The  Mahometans  destroyed  these 
buildings  as  the  signs  of  paganism ;  and  they  are  now 
looked  upon  by  the  natives  as  the  work  of  superior  beings 
or  of  demons,  and  all  the  arts  of  architecture  and  of  sculp- 
ture are  totally  lost 
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8.  Dutch  Conquest  of  Java — Population,  etc. 

The  Dutch  made  their  first  appeaxance  in  Java  in 
the  year  1595.  In  1610  they  obtained  permission  from 
a  native  prince  to  build  a  fort  near  where  Batavia  now 
stands.  This  fort  and  the  settlement  that  grew  around  it 
was  frequently  attacked  by  the  native  princes,  but  always 
unsuccessfully ;  but  it  was  not  till  1677  that  any  temtor- 
ial  acquisition  was  made,  the  principality  of  Jacatra  being 
then  ceded.  From  that  time  up  to  the  year  1830  the 
Dutch  have  been  engaged  in  five  great  wars  lasting  from 
five  to  fifteen  years  each,  but  all  ending  in  important  acqui- 
sitions of  territory;  so  that,  although  some  of  the  native 
princes  still  retain  a  nominal  sovereignty,  the  whole  island 
is  really  conquered,  and  annexed  to  the  crown  of  Holland. 

The  rule  of  the  Dutch  in  this  fine  island  is  very  sue- 
cessfuL  Good  roads  traverse  it  in  every  direction,  life  and 
property  are  as  safe  as  in  any  part  of  Europe,  and  the  in- 
habitants are  as  happy  and  contented  as  any  people  are 
likely  to  be  under  the  rule  of  an  alien  race.  The  system 
by  which  the  people  have  been  made  to  work  at  fixed 
wages,  and  to  sell  certain  products  at  fixed  rates  to  the 
Grovemment,  has  enabled  the  Dutch  officials  to  remit  a 
laiige  annual  revenue  to  Europe ;  but  this  has  been  done 
without  any  serious  oppression  of  the  natives,  who  have 
always  been  accustomed  so  to  work  for  their  native  cfaie&, 
or  on  the  lands  of  the  village  conmitmity.  One  of  the 
best  tests  of  the  general  well-being  of  a  community  is 
that  of  the  growth  of  the  population ;  for  where  this  is 
steadily  increasing,  where  there  is  no  pauperism,  where 
serious  crime  is  rare,  and  where  famine  and  rebellion  on 
any  important  scale  are  almost  unknown,  the  government 
cannot  be  otherwise  than  suitable  to  the  people  governed 
This  is  the  case  with  Java.  In  1850  the  population  was 
about  9^  millions,  in  1865  it  had  increased  to  close  upon 


JAVA*  325 

14  millions,  in  1874  it  was  16-^  millions,  and  at  the 
end  of  1879  it  was  estimated  at  about  19,400,000.  It 
has  therefore  more  than  doubled  in  twenty  years,  and, 
notwithstanding  that  a  large  portion  of  its  surface  is 
covered  with  lofty  mountains  and  trackless  forests,  it 
supports  a  population  of  greater  density  than  Great 
Britain.  There  are  about  30,000  Europeans  in  Java, 
and  156,000  Chinese.  The  Netherlands  India  army 
consists  of  35,000  men,  of  whom  17,000  are  Europeans. 

9.  JProducts  and  Beveniie. 

The  chief  productions  of  Java  are  rice,  coffee,  and 
sugar ;  but  it  also  supplies  many  other  valuable  articles, 
as  indigo,  cinnamon,  maize,  cotton,  tobacco,  teak,  and 
recently  quinine.  Coffee  and  sugar  have  long  been  the 
objects  of  Government  monopoly,  from  which  a  great 
psurt  of  the  revenue  has  been  obtained,  but  this  ia  soon  to 
be  abolished  and  money  taxes  substituted, — a  doubtful 
benefit  to  the  labourer,  since  it  will  open  the  way  to 
greater  commercial  activity,  which  will  lead  to  the  gradual 
alienation  of  the  land  to  capitalists,  give  an  unnatural 
stimulus  to  the  population,  and  inevitably  introduce  the 
evils  of  feverish  competition,  pauperism,  and  crime,  from 
which  the  country  has  hitherto  been  comparatively  free. 
European  rulers,  imbued  with  ideas  of  freedom  of  labour 
and  of  commerce,  will  not  understand  that  a  child-like 
people  can  only  be  raised  to  independence  and  national 
manhood  by  means  of  a  paternal  government.  It  may 
safely  be  predicted  that  if  the  Dutch  Government  freely 
throw  open  Java  to  the  world,  the  result  will  be  that 
many  capitalists  will  make  fortunes,  but  the  native  in- 
habitants will  not  be  benefited.  The  exports  from  Java 
amount  in  value  to  ten  or  twelve  millions  sterling  annu- 
ally ;  and  the  net  surplus  revenue  remitted  to  Holland 
was  formerly  several  millions,  but  has  of  late  been  very 
little,  or  nothing. 
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10.  Cities,  Totans,  and  Villages. 

BatatiAi  the  capital  of  Java  and  of  all  the  Dutch  Indian  poGBes* 
fiions,  is  sitnated  on  the  northern  coast  of  the  island  near  its  western 
extremity,  on  the  banks  of  a  small  river,  and  sunounded  by  a  low 
alluvial  plain,  a  situation  which  long  rendered  it  notoriouslj  un- 
healthy. Drainage  and  good  sanitary  regulations  have,  however, 
now  made  it  as  salubrious  as  most  other  tropical  cities.  It  con^stB 
of  two  distinct  towns — ^Batavia  and  Weltevreden — the  latter  being 
a  suburb  about  two  miles  inland,  where  are  the  residences  of  all 
the  Europeans  and  officials,  and  all  the  chief  hotels,  clubs,  mttsenms, 
theatres,  and  other  places  of  amusement  Batavia  itself  is  the  busi- 
ness town,  full  of  warehouses,  shops,  and  public  offices,  and  inhabited 
largely  by  seafaring  people,  half-breeds,  and  Chinese.  The  two 
towns  are  connected  by  a  straight  road  bordered  by  a  canal,  and 
with  numerous  houses  and  shops,  and  are,  in  general,  collectirely 
known  as  Batavia.  The  £urox>ean  part  of  the  city  is  finely  laid  out, 
with  broad  streets  bordered  with  trees  ;  and  as  most  of  ^<&  priTate 
houses  are  low  and  are  surrounded  by  gardens  full  of  fruit-trees, 
palms,  and  flowering  shrubs,  the  genend  effect  is  very  pleasing,  while 
numerous  canals  and  streams  help  to  keep  everything  moist  and 
verdant.  The  old  town  has  not  much  increased  for  many  years, 
but  the  entire  city,  with  its  suburbs,  has  a  population  of  nearlj 
half  a  million. 

SouRABATA,  near  the  east  end  of  Java  and  opposite  the  island  of 
Madura,  is  the  next  town  of  importance,  having  a  population  of 
about  100,000.  The  harbour  is  the  best  in  Java,  and  it  is  here 
that  the  Qovemment  dockyards  and  arsenals  are  situated.  The 
river  of  Sourabaya  is  navigable  by  boats  fsx  into  the  interior,  and 
is  the  means  of  bringing  down  an  enormous  quantity  of  rice,  sugar, 
and  other  products.  The  province  of  Sourabaya  is  exceedingly  fe^ 
tile  and  thickly  populated,  having  about  1^  million  inhabitants. 

Samarano  is  the  third  town  of  Java.  It  is  situated  near  tiie 
centre  of  the  north  coast,  to  the  west  of  the  peninsula  of  Japan. 
It  is  now  connected  by  a  railway  with  the  native  capitals  of  Surar 
karta  and  Djokokarta,  thus  affoiding  a  ready  outlet  for  the  producte 
of  one  of  the  richest  and  most  populous  districts  of  the  interior. 
The  population  of  the  town  is  about  60,000,  and  of  the  province 
about  1,000,000.     Coffee,  sugar,  and  tobacco  are  largely  exported. 

The  preceding  are  the  only  towns  in  Java  which  have  a  large 
proportion  of  European  inhabitants.  Surakarta,  or  Solo,  is  the 
largest  native  city,  where  the  Susunan,  or  emperor  of  Java,  still  holds 
nominal  rule  over  a  province  containing  near  a  milHon  inhabitants, 
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but  under  the  saperviiBion  of  a  Datch  Besident,  with  a  force  of  500 
soldiers  and  a  fort  The  emperor  keeps  up  a  ceremonial  state,  and 
is  surrounded  by  an  amount  of  luxury  and  magnificence  not  to  be 
surpassed  by  any  of  the  native  princes  of  India. 

Djokoeabta,  or  Yogyakarta,  is  the  second  native  dty  of  Java, 
the  capital  of  a  province  of  the  same  name,  and  ruled  over  in  a 
similar  way  to  Solo  by  a  native  sultan.  This  province  is  situated 
on  the  south  coast  of  Java  aborning  Surakarta,  and  has  a  population 
of  about  half  a  million. 

About  forty  miles  south  of  Batavia,  and  nearly  a  thousand  feet 
above  the  sea,  is  the  village  of  Buitenzorg,  where  the  Gbvemor- 
general  has  a  fine  palace,  and  many  Europeans  reside  part  of  the 
year.  The  climate  is  deUghtfal  as  a  change  from  Batavia,  the 
mornings  and  evenings  being  deliciously  cooL  There  is  here  a 
celebrated  botanical  ^trden,  in  which  all  the  finest  vegetable  pro- 
ducts of  the  Malay  islands  are  cultivated,  and  where  avenues  of 
palms,  groves  of  bamboo,  the  spreading  banyans,  and  flowering  spice 
trees,  alike  luxuriate  in  the  open  air.  The  countiy  around  Buiten- 
zorg is  undulating  and  picturesque,  and  the  rugged  volcano  of  Salak, 
about  ten  miles  distant,  forms  a  fine  object  in  the  landscape. 

Throughout  Java  ^ere  are  no  isolated  cottages  or  fjELrmhouses, 
but  aU  the  native  population  live  in  villages  of  various  sizes.  Each 
of  these  constitutes  a  village  community  superintended  by  a  head- 
man and  his  deputy  with  a  village  priest,  who  are  elected  by  the 
occupiers  of  the  land.  These  officers  collect  the  taxes,  superintend 
the  police,  and  carry  out  the  orders  of  the  Waidonos,  or  heads  of 
distxicts,  as  to  public  works  or  enforced  cultivation. 


11.  Communications,  Commerce,  etc. 

The  highroads  connecting  all  the  chief  towns  of  Java 
with  the  capital  are  excellent,  and  are  supplied  with 
regular  posts,  so  that,  by  making  arrangements  before- 
hand, a  travelleT  may  have  relays  of  horses  to  carry  him 
day  and  night  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour.  A  few 
railways  have  now  been  made  connecting  the  chief  ports 
with  Uie  interior.  Those  completed  are  from  Batavia  to 
Buitenzorg,  now  being  extended  to  Bandong  Tjitjalenka; 
from  Sidjo-Aidjo  to  Modjokerta,  and  from  Samarang  to 
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Djokokarta ;  and  one  from  Samarang  to  Passaroean  and 
Malang  is  nearly  finished.  Begular  steamers  connect 
Batavia  with  Europe,  and  with  all  the  chief  ports  of  the 
archipelago. 

The  chief  exports  from  Java  in  1879-80  were — sugar, 
196,000  tons;  cofifee,  694,000  tons;  indigo,  378  tons; 
rice,  80,000  tons;  tobacco,  3800  tons;  pepper,  545 
tons;  tea,  about  3500  tons;  dammar,  1560  tons;  and 
hides  about  23,000  tons. 
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CHAPTER  XVn. 

8T7HATBA* 

1.  Position  and  Area. 

Java  is  separated  on  the  west  by  the  Sonda  Strait  from 
the  great  island  of  Sumatra,  stretching,  mainly  in  the 
direction  from  south-east  to  north-west,  for  1000  miles. 
Sumatra  has  an  area  of  some  128,560  geographical  square 
miles,  and  is,  consequently,  about  half  as  large  again  as 
Great  Britain  and  the  largest  island  in  the  archipelago 
except  Borneo.  Of  its  entire  extent  about  16,000  square 
miles  are  comprised  in  the  independent  state  of  Achin, 
while  all  the  rest  is  divided  into  the  four  Dutch  resi- 
dencies of  West  Sumatra,  Benkoolen,  Lampongs,  and 
Palembang.  ,  A  large  portion  of  the  interior  still  forms  a 
terra  incognita  occupied  by  Batak  tribes,  who  allow  no 
one  to  penetrate  into  their  densely  wooded  highlands. 

2.  MourUains,  Volcanoes,  Flains. 

The  physical  structure  of  Smnatra  is  a  combination  of 
that  of  Java  with  that  of  the  Malay  peninsula.  The 
great  mountain  masses  appear  to  be  of  ancient  crystalline 
rocks,  with  much  granite,  &om  amid  which  rise  volcanic 
peaks  and  several  active  volcanoes.  The  central  moun- 
tains of  Sumatra  are  very  broad,  consisting  of  great  pla- 
teaus with  diverging  ranges,  isolated  peaks,  and  deep  and 
winding  valleys.  In  crossing  the  island  anywhere  except 
near  the  extremities,  two  or  three  great  ranges  are  often 
ibimd,  with  wide  table-lands,  plains,  or  valleys,  with  numer- 
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ous  streams,  and  sometimes  mountain  laikes.  The  most 
westerly  range  generally  forms  the  watershed,  which  is 
only  about  twenty-five  miles  firom  the  coast,  so  that  the 
larger  part  of  the  drainage  finds  its  way  to  the  Straits  of 
Malacca  and  the  Java  Sea.  It  appears  as  if  the  western 
coast,  fully  exposed  to  the  waves  of  the  Indian  Ocean, 
has  not  been  able  to  extend  itself,  from  the  sediment 
having  been  continually  carried  away  into  the  ocean 
depths,  while  on  the  east  the  comparatively  still  and 
shallow  waters  of  the  Straits  of  Malacca  have  allowed 
the  sediment  brought  down  from  the  mountains  to 
accumulate  till  it  has  formed  the  great  alluvial  belt 
which  here  extends  along  the  whole  island. 

The  highest  mountain  in  Sumatra  is  believed  to  be 
Lus^,  in  the  territory  of  Achin,  and  in  4''  20'  N.  latitude, 
its  height  being  about  11,000  feet;  but  there  are  at 
least  six  more  which  attain  a  height  of  10,000  feet,  and 
some  of  these  may  be  much  higher.  There  are  five  active 
volcanoes,  all  occurring  in  the  central  region  within  a 
degree  on  each  side  of  the  equator.  The  loftiest  is  the 
volcano  of  Talang,  on  the  Padang  plateau,  10,250  feet 
high. 

The  plains,  table-lands,  and  valleys  of  the  mountain 
region,  are  often  of  great  extent,  and  differ  very  much  in 
character,  some  being  forest-clad,  others  bare;  some 
extremely  fertile,  others  sterile.  One  of  the  latter  dass 
is  the  plain  of  Pertibi,  situated  in  the  country  of  the 
Bataks,  in  lat  1**  20'  N.,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
mountains.  Mr.  Wilier,  a  Dutch  writer,  thus  describes 
it : — "  Descending  from  Gunong-Tuah  we  see  unroUed 
before  us  a  plain  without  horizon,  and  without  variety 
except  what  may  be  caused  by  the  presence  or  absence  of 
the  rank  and  worthless  lalang  grass  (Andropogon  carieo- 
mm).  On  this  plain  not  a  single  living  creature  appears 
to  move ;  a  tree  is  a  rarity,  and  has  an  appearance  of 


8T7KATRA.  831 

stunted  dwarfishness.  At  the  distance  of  miles  we  may 
desay,  as  an  oasis  in  the  desert,  an  insignificant  thicket, 
or  a  small  strip  of  brushwood  along  the  banks  of  a  marsh 
or  brook.  A  fell  scorching  wind  blows  for  months 
together,  and,  from  the  numerous  conflagrations,  spreads 
a  dull  haze,  through  which  the  sunlight  scarcely  forces 
itself — ^wavering  and  heavy.  In  a  word,  all  nature  ap- 
pears to  have  gone  to  an  eternal  sleep.  Such  is  the 
appearance  of  Padang-luwas  (spacious  plain),  whose  naked 
and  flat  surface  offers  no  other  diversity  than  the  ravines 
and  morasses  with  which  it  is  intersected.  The  upper 
soil  is  of  the  most  meagre  and  unfruitful  kind,  and 
is  seldom  more  than  six  inches  in  deptL  Beneath  we 
come  to  layers  of  white  clay,  limestone,  and  sandstone. 
The  climate  is  extremely  rougL  Frequently,  in  the 
afternoon,  we  have  a  temperature  of  fix>m  92""  to  97'' 
Fahr.,  and  in  the  night  of  from  GS"*  to  66^  The  heat  is 
accompanied  by  great  dryness.  A  violent  stonn,  for  the 
greatest  part  of  the  year,  day  after  day,  bellows  &om  the 
west  over  Padang-luwas.  like  the  mistral,  this  wind 
has  a  strong  desiccating  power,  cracking  the  ground, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  removing  all  traces  of  mud  and  rain." 
The  neighbouring  district  of  Mandeling,  on  the  west- 
em  side  of  the  watershed,  offers  a  totally  different  aspect, 
and  is  thus  described  by  the  same  writer : — "  The 
appearance  of  Mandeling  is  as  varied  and  luxuriant  as 
that  of  Pertibi  is  monotonous  and  arid.  To  the  south 
are  high  and  naked  mountains,  over  which  the  lalang 
grass  again  spreads  its  monotonous  mantle.  Here  hamlets 
and  cultivated  tracts  appear  to  be  stuck  on  frightful 
steeps^  where  un&uitfulness  and  poverty  have  established 
their  himgry  seat.  The  northern  Ankola  vaUey  also  pre- 
sents some  dry  and  desert  places  like  those  of  Padang- 
luwas.  But  for  the  rest,  the  district  consists  of  one  chain 
of  beautiful  valleys  hemming  the  banks  of  the  Batang* 
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gadis  (viigin  river),  which  runs  between  the  central 
monntains  of  Sumatra.  These  valleyB,  like  the  river 
itself,  become  wider  and  wider  as  we  proceed  to  the 
north  and  west  The  high  chains  of  mountains  are 
covered  to  their  summits  with  stately  woods,  which  afford 
abundance  of  good  timber  and  other  valuable  products. 
On  the  lower  mountains,  too,  are  woods  here  and  there, 
and  these  are  conmionlj  adorned  with  the  wine-yielding 
Areng  palm  {Saguerus  saccJuiriferus).  Here  we  see  well- 
watered  rice  fields,  which,  in  small  valleys  like  amphi- 
theatres, climb  up  a  considerable  portion  of  the  acclivities, 
and,  in  the  distance,  extend  to  an  invisible  boundary. 
Nowhere  does  the  landscape  weary.  The  eye  rests  con- 
stantly on  ornamental  groups  of  bamboos  and  various 
trees,  or  on  the  small  clumps  of  fruit-trees  in  which  the 
villages  lie  concealed,  their  position  being  especially 
marked  by  the  abundance  of  cocoa  and  areca  palms. 
Towards  evening  we  observe  near  the  villages  numerous 
herds  of  buffaloes,  oxen,  and  goats ;  while  men,  well  fed 
and  well  clothed,  and  what  is  more,  a  superabundance  of 
children,  prove  that  in  this  favoured  region  the  greatest 
prosperity  has  reigned  for  some  years." 

On  the  eastern  side  of  the  island  the  great  alluvial 
plain,  generally  but  a  few  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
is  600  miles  in  length,  and  from  60  to  110  miles  in 
breadth,  giving  an  area  of  42,000  square  miles,  equal  to 
more  than  half  that  of  Great  Britain.  This,  with  the 
rare  exception  of  a  few  patches  on  the  river  banks,  and 
usually  beyond  the  reach  of  the  tide,  is  covered  with  a 
stupendous  forest,  coeval  probably  with  the  fonnation  and 
elevation  of  the  land  itself.  Much  of  this  vast  territory 
is  of  ample  fertility,  and  suited  to  the  growth  of  most 
of  the  products  of  tropical  countries ;  but  much  of  it  is  in 
the  hands  of  rude  tribes,  quite  unable  effectually  to  culti- 
vate it 
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3.  LaJcM  anA  Rivers. 


Sumatra  dififers  from  most  of  the  other  Malayan 
islands  in  possessing  several  fine  mountain  lakes.  The 
latgest  is  lake  Singkara,  on  the  Padang  plateau,  the 
source  of  the  great  river  Indrajiri,  and  is  20  miles 
long  with  a  width  of  from  12  to  15  miles.  To  the 
north-west,  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Singalang,  is  another, 
somewhat  smaller,  called  Danau  Sapuloh  Kotah,  or ''  Lake 
of  the  Ten  Forts/'  Farther  south  are  two  others,  in  the 
province  of  Korincha,  in  about  2°  S.  lat.  The  largest  of 
these  was  visited  by  an  English  botanist,  Mr.  Charles 
Campbell,  in  1800.  It  is  about  7  miles  wide,  and  12 
or  15  miles  long,  receiving  a  river  from  the  smaller  lake, 
and  one  or  two  other  streams,  but  apparently  having  no 
outlet,  although  dose  to  the  sources  of  the  Jambi  river. 
The  countiy  around  is  well  cultivated,  and  it  is  so  ele- 
vated that  the  oocoa  palm  will  not  grow.  Much  farther 
south,  in  lat  5^  is  Lake  Banu,  about  16  miles  long 
and  8  wide,  and  surroimded  on  all  sides  by  lofty  moim- 
tains.  It  appears  to  be  one  of  the  farthest  sources  of  the 
Palembang  river,  and  to  be  little  more  than  ten  miles 
from  the  west  coast.  Two  or  three  other  mountain  lakes 
occur  in  the  Batak  countiy,  but  little  is  known  of  them, 
and  there  are  probably  others  in  Achin.  Of  lowland 
lakes  and  swamps  there  are  many  on  the  courses  of  the 
great  rivers. 

The  finest  rivers  of  Sumatra  are  those  of  Siak  and 
Palembang.  The  former  rises  on  the  northern  slopes  of 
the  Padang  plateau,  and  enters  the  sea  behind  the  island 
of  Bankalis,  nearly  opposite  Malacca.  The  mouth  is 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  closed  by  a  sandbank  all 
except  a  narrow  channel,  through  which  large  vessels  can 
safely  enter  and  ascend  the  river  for  eighty  miles,  while  it 
is  navigable  for  boats  for  seventy  miles  farther.    The  Musi, 
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or  river  of  Palembang,  receives  the  drainage  &om  220 
miles  of  the  great  mountain  ranges,  and  in  the  lower 
part  of  its  course  flows  through  a  perfectly  flat  alluvial 
plain,  which,  in  the  rainy  season,  becomes  a  series  of 
enormous  lakes.  It  is  navigable  for  large  vessels  for  fifty 
miles  to  the  town  of  Palembang,  and  by  boats  up  its 
numerous  branches  for  considerable  distances.  On  the 
north  coast  are  numerous  rivers,  but  the  first  of  impoit- 
ance  are  the  Bila  and  Panei,  which  have  a  common 
estuary  in  2^  36'  K  lat  Farther  south  is  the  Bobm, 
whose  source  is  near  that  of  the  Siak.  Between  the  Siak 
and  the  Musi  are  the  Kampar,  the  Indragiri,  and  the 
Jambi,  all  large  rivers  flowing  through  the  alluvial  plain, 
and  bringing  down  great  quantities  of  water  fiom  the 
central  mountains,  but  none  of  them  navigable  except  for 
boats.  The  only  river  of  importance  on  the  south  coast 
is  the  Singkel,  whose  mouth  is  2®  10'  N.  lat.,  and  which 
is  navigable  for  a  considerable  distance  by  small  vessels. 

4.  Natural  Hilary. 

Sumatra  is  probably  rich  in  minerals,  as  coal,  naphtha, 
sulphur,  iron,  and  gold  have  been  discovered,  as  well  as 
indications  of  copper.  The  iron  ore  is  of  fine  quality, 
and  the  native  iron  and  steel  manufactured  in  Menang- 
kabo  have  been  celebrated  from  time  immemorial.  Tin 
also  exists,  and  is  worked  in  Kampar,  nearly  opposite 
Malacca. 

The  flora  of  Sumatra  is  no  doubt  very  rich,  but  is  still 
comparatively  little  known.  The  celebrated  ItafflesiOy  tiie 
largest  flower  in  the  world,  is  still  almost  peculiu  to  it 
Its  productions  generally  resemble  those  of  Borneo, 
aboimding,  like  that  island,  in  sago  and  camphor,  while  it 
also  produces  benzoin  and  dragon's  blood,  dammar  and 
gutta-percha,  with  great  abundance  of  bamboos  and  rattans. 
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The  zoology  is  better  known;  and  this  also  offers 
great  similarities  to  the  Malay  peninsula  and  Bomeoi 
while  differing  much  from  that  of  Java.  All  the  great 
maTnTnalian  forms  of  the  continent  are  found  here,  such  as 
the  elephant,  rhinoceros,  tapir,  and  tiger ;  and  it  has  also 
the  siamang,  a  large  ape  found  elsewhere  only  in  the  Malay 
peninsula,  and  the  orang-utan,  found  also  in  Borneo. 
This  latter  appears  to  be  rare,  and  to  be  found  only  in 
the  eastern  forest-plains  opposite  Malacca,  as  it  is  quite 
unknown  in  the  Palembang  district.  Sumatra  is  rich 
in  the  monkey  tribe,  and  has  probably  as  many  species 
as  Borneo,  It  may  have  even  more  species  of  mammalia 
than  the  larger  island,  the  numbers  recorded  being  about 
equal,  while  Sumatra  is  certainly  less  explored.  In  birds 
also  it  is  very  rich,  possessing  representatives  of  all  the 
beautiful  and  remarkable  forms  of  Malacca  and  Borneo, 
with  some  few  peculiar  to  itsel£ 

6.  ScLces  of  Mankind, 

The  aboriginal  man  of  Sumatra  belongs  everywhere 
to  the  great  Malayan  race,  although  the  different  tribes 
vary  much  in  language,  customs,  and  social  condition. 
No  dark  and  wooUy-haired  race,  such  as  exists  in  the  Malay 
peninsula  and  the  Philippines,  has  ever  yet  been  found 
in  Sumatra.  Eleven  different  nations,  speaking  as  many 
distinct  languages,  inhabit  the  main  island,  while  four 
others  are  found  in  the  adjacent  small  islands.  Most  of 
these  are  comparatively  civilised,  building  good  houses, 
practising  elaborate  agriculture,  weaving  cloth,  and  having 
written  languages  ;  while  others  are  almost  pure  savages, 
with  the  same  degree  of  civilisation  as  the  Dyaks  of 
Borneo  or  the  Jakuns  of  the  Malay  peninsula.  The  most 
important  and  the  most  highly  civilised  are  the  Malays 
proper,  who  inhabit  the  mountain  district  of  Menangkabo 
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to  the  north  of  Padang.  They  are  supposed  to  be  the 
remnant  of  the  original  conquerors  of  the  island,  but  veiy 
little  is  really  knovn  about  them.  The  district  they  in- 
habit is  highly  cultivated  and  well  irrigated.  Sir  Stamford 
EafQes,  who  visited  it,  say^ :  "As  far  aa  the  eye  could 
reach  was  one  continued  scene  of  cultivatioa,  interspetsed 
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with  innumeiable  towns  and  villages,  shaded  by  pahna 
and  fruit-trees.  I  may  safely  say  that  the  view  equalled 
anything  I  ever  saw  ia  Java.  The  scenery  ia  more 
majestic  and  grand,  the  population  equally  denae,  the 
cultivation  equally  rich.  These  people  are  more  strict 
Mahometans  than  is  usual  amoi^  Malays,  and  they  speak 
the  pure  Malayan  tongue  as  in  Uie  Malay  peninsula. 
Their  numbers  are  believed  to  be  about  a  million." 

Next  in  importance  and  civilisation  ia  the  independent 
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sultanate  of  Achin,  wHch  occupies  the  northern  extremity 
of  Sumatra,  and  is  about  the  size  of  Bavaria.  At  its 
northernmost  point  lies  its  capital,  Achin,  a  sort  of  Asiatic 
Venice,  where  all  the  houses  stand  on  piles  sunk  into  the 
bed  of  a  river  flowing  between  muddy  banks  across  the 
plain.  The  natives  seem  to  be  Malays  of  the  oldest  type, 
the  ancient  language  of  the  people  being  still  preserved  in 
almost  perfect  purity.  But  whereas  amongst  other 
Malays  are  often  to  be  seen  comely  and  even  handsome 
features,  the  Achinese,  with  their  more  southerly  neigh- 
bours the  Bataks,  are  about  the  most  repulsive  race  it  is 
possible  to  imagina  The  Achinese  are  Mahometans, 
at  least  nominally,  though  they  have  never  distinguished 
themselves  by  their  persecution  of  other  religionists. 
This  tolerant  spirit  is  illustrated  by  the  saying  current 
amongst  their  neighbours  that  "  An  Achinese  will  curse  a 
Christian,  and  then  invite  him  to  bread  and  salt."  Like 
most  other  orientals,  they  cheat  whenever  they  can  in  all 
their  dealings.  They  are  unusually  backward  in  all  the 
handicrafts,  except  the  weaying  of  a  peculiarly  di^cate 
silken  fabric,  and  in  gold  and  silver  fihgree  work  of  a 
very  remarkable  kind. 

The  monarchy  is  hereditary  and  absolute,  though 
above,  by  the  side  of,  and  imder  the  king  are  many  civil 
and  religious  functionaries,  often  bearing  wonderful  titles. 
The  chief  occupations  of  the  Achinese  are  fighting,  drink- 
ing, betting,  and  opium-smoking,  interrupted  now  and 
then  by  the  time  needed  for  the  cultivation  of  his 
pepper,  camphor,  and  areca-nut  plants,  wherewith  to  pro- 
cure the  means  of  indulging  his  favourite  tastes.  These 
plants,  which  here  thrive  excellently,  are  of  the  greatest 
importance  for  the  Asiatic  trada  The  civets  also  yield  a 
valuable  commodity ;  hence  their  breeding  forms  a  special 
branch  of  industry. 

Achin  formerly  exercised  a  sort  of  sway  over  the  Sunda 
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Islands,  of  which  it  was  the  most  fonnidable  pirate  state, 
for  in  those  days  nearly  all  the  Sumatra  tribes  scoured 
the  seas,  and  the  Malays  even  now  regard  the  corsair's 
life  as  a  highly  honourable  career.  The  Achinese  more 
especially  have  cultivated  this  avocation,  whereby  they 
have  brought  about  their  recent  troubles  with  the  DutcL 
Every  Achinese  is  a  soldier,  and  eveiy  village  has  its 
little  army,  which  is  bound  to  present  itself  equipped  for 
service  at  the  outbreak  of  war.  Their  arms  consist  of 
helmets,  breastplates,  sword,  bow  -  and  -  arrow,  with  a 
sprinkling  of  modem  rifles. 

Next  in  importance  to  Achin  and  Menangkabo  is 
the  territory  of  Palembang  in  the  south-east,  whose 
people  are  believed  to  be  a  mixture  of  Malays  and 
Javanese,  and  who  speak  a  mixed  patois.  They  have 
also  nungled  with  two  aboriginal  tribes  called  Kumiing 
and  Kubu,  the  latter  inhabiting  the  country  northward 
towards  the  Sambi  river,  and  being  almost  savages.  The 
people  of  Palembang  stiU  use  the  Javanese  language  in 
their  courts,  and  write  it  in  the  peculiar  character  of 
Java.  The  Sarawi  are  a  people  inland  from  Palembangi 
who  have  a  peculiar  language  and  written  character. 
Farther  west  and  extending  to  the  coast  at  Benkoolen,  are 
the  Rejangs,  having  also  a  peculiar  language  and  written 
character,  the  latter  being  the  same  as  that  used  by  tbe 
Sarawi.  The  Bejangs  are  one  of  the  most  civilised  nations 
of  Sumatra,  and  it  is  here  that  the  chief  seat  of  tlie 
English  occupation  was  established  at  the  end  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  the  attempt  to  establish  a 
wealthy  colony  by  the  forced  culture  and  monopoly  of 
black  pepper  was  continued  for  140  years.  It  was  from 
these  people  that  Mr.  Marsden,  in  his  History  of  Sumatra, 
drew  the  following  general  character  of  the  natives : — ^"  The 
Sumatran  of  the  interior,  though  partaking  in  some  degree 
of  the  Malayan  vices,  possesses  many  virtues  ;  but  they 
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are  more  of  the  negatdve  than  the  poaitiye  kind.  He 
is  mild,  peaceable,  and  forbearing,  unless  his  anger  be 
roused  by  violent  provocation,  when  he  is  implacable  in 
his  resentments.  He  is  temperate  and  sober,  being  equally 
abstemious  in  meat  and  drink.  The  diet  of  the  natives 
is  mostly  vegetable.  Water  is  their  only  beverage,  and 
although  they  kill  a  fowl  or  a  goat  for  a  stranger,  they 
are  rarely  guilty  of  that  extravagance  for  themselves  ;  not 
even  at  their  festivals,  where  there  is  plenty  of  meat,  do 
they  eat  much  of  anything  but  rice.  Their  hospitality 
is  extreme,  and  bounded  by  their  ability  alone.  Their 
manners  are  simple ;  they  are  generally,  except  among 
the  chiefs,  devoid  of  the  Malay  cunning  and  chicane,  yet 
endued  with  a  quickness  of  apprehension,  and  on  many 
occasions  discovering  a  considerable  d^ree  of  penetration 
and  s^adty.  They  are  modest,  particularly  guarded  in 
their  expressions,  courteous  in  their  behaviour,  grave  in 
their  deportment,  being  seldom  or  never  excited  to  laughter, 
and  patient  to  a  great  degree.  On  the  other  hand  they 
are  Utigious,  indolent,  addicted  to  gaming,  dishonest  in 
their  dealings  with  strangers,  which  they  esteem  no  moral 
defect,  suspicious,  regardless  of  truth,  mean  in  their  trans- 
actions, and  servile.  Although  cleanly  in  their  persons, 
they  are  dirty  in  their  apparel,  which  they  never  wasL 
They  are  careless  and  improvident  of  the  Mure,  because 
their  wants  are  few ;  for  though  poor  they  are  not  needy, 
nature  supplying  with  extraordinary  facility  whatever  she 
has  made  necessary  for  their  existence." 

The  Lampungs  occupy  the  south-eastern  end  of  the 
island  opposite  Java,  where  there  are  mountains  rising  to 
a  height  of  7500  feet.  They  have  a  peculiar  language, 
written  in  a  peculiar  character ;  and  it  appears  to  be  an 
original  tongue  mixed  with  an  equal  proportion  of  Malay 
and  Javanese.  The  Lampungs  are  rather  a  rude  people, 
with  an  imperfect  agriculture,  and  their  country  is  thinly 
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populated.  Last  among  thesemi-dvilised  nationsof  Samatra 
are  the  Bataks,  who  occupy  the  country  between  Menang- 
kabo  and  Achin.  The  Bataks  have  gained  a  bad  repu- 
tation for  the  practice  of  cannibalism ;  but  they  are,  never- 
theless, a  people  with  many  good  qualities.  The  Dutch 
describe  those  tribes  which  are  subject  to  them  as  being  a 
patient,  truthful,  and  industrious  people.  They  unde^ 
stand  the  smelting  and  forging  of  iron  ;  the  cultivation  of 
rice  by  irrigation ;  the  culture,  weaving,  and  dyeing  of 
cotton  ;  and  they  have  domesticated  the  bufialo,  ox,  horse, 
and  hog.  But  what  is  much  more  remarkable,  they  have 
invented  a  perfectly  indigenous  alphabet,  and  possess  a  rude 
literature  written  on  palm-leaves  and  strips  of  bamboa 
With  all  these  characteristics  of  a  somewhat  advanced 
civilisation,  they  are  yet  pagans  and  cannibals.  They  are 
the  only  lettered  people  in  the  entire  archipelago  who  have 
sturdily  rejected  the  Mahometan  religion,  whose  converts 
surround  tJiem  on  all  sides.  Yet  they  have  no  established 
faith  of  their  own,  but  a  general  belief  in  evil  spnits, 
omens,  and  the  supernatural  powers  of  their  guru^  or 
priests.  Their  cannibalism  is  imdoubted,  but  it  appears 
to  be  practised  rather  from  eimiity  or  revenge  than 
from  any  desire  for  human  flesh  as  an  article  of  food. 
Their  victims  were  either  criminals,  prisoners  of  war,  or 
occasionally  slaves ;  and  the  established  punishment  for 
certain  crimes,  such  as  adultery,  midnight  robbeiy,  and 
being  taken  prisoner  in  war,  was  to  be  cut  to  pieces  and 
eaten  alive.  The  Dutch  have  found  no  difficulty  in 
abolishing  these  practices  wherever  they  have  sway,  and 
when  this  is  done  the  people  are  found  to  be  no  whit 
worse  than  their  neighbours,  among  whom  such  practices 
aever  existed.  They  are  believed  to  number  between 
300,000  and  400,000. 
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6.  Islands  hdonging  to  Sumatra. 

On  the  south-west  coast  of  Sumatra,  at  an  average 
distance  of  70  miles,  is  a  chain  of  islands  of  considerable 
size.  The  largest  and  most  important  is  Nias  in  lat. 
1*"  N.  Its  length  is  about  80  English  miles,  by  20  wide, 
with  a  varied  surface  of  hill  and  valley  rising  to  a  height 
of  800  feet  above  the  sea.  It  consists  of  sedimentaiy 
rocks,  with  no  volcanic  formations,  but  is  subject  to 
violent  earthquakes.  The  inhabitants  of  Nias  and  of  the 
adjacent  Batu  islands  are  a  tribe  of  Malays,  said  to  be 
somewhat  fiairer  than  the  natives  of  Sumatra,  an^  having 
a  peculiar  language.  They  are  a  simple,  ibild,  and 
primitive  agricultural  people,  practising  irrigation,  and 
cultivating  rice,  cotton,  and  other  valuable  products.  They 
possess  the  ox,  buffalo,  hog,  dog,  and  poultry,  and  their 
villages  in  the  interior  are  surrounded  with  earthen  walls 
and  thick  hedges,  so  that  they  are  little  inferior  to  the  more, 
advanced  Malay  tribes.  A  number  of  Malays  are  settled 
on  the  coast,  yet  the  people  of  Nias  have  never  become 
Mahometans,  but  retain  their  own  rode  belief  in  good  and 
evil  spirits. 

Farther  north  is  Pulo  Babi  (Hog  Island),  about  half 
the  size  of  Nias,  and  inhabited  by  a  less  civilised  race 
who  speak  another  peculiar  language,  but  have  been  con- 
verted to  the  Mahometan  religion.  It  produces  cocoa- 
nuts  and  buffaloes. 

South  of  the  Batu  islands  are  the  Sibiru,  Pora,  and 
Pagi  islands.  Sibiru  is  nearly  as  large  as  Nias,  and  has 
an  active  volcano.  The  other  three  are  each  about  half 
the  size  of  Nias.  They  are  high  and  covered  with  forests, 
and  are  inhabited  by  a  race  of  uncivilised  Malays,  who 
wear  bark  and  leaf  clothing,  tattoo  their  bodies,  and  use 
the  bow-and-arrow  as  their  chief  weapon.  They  live  on 
sago   and  cocoa-nuts,  and  exchange  the  latter  for  iron 
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implements  and  weapons.  Their  domesticated  ammala 
are  the  hog,  the  dog,  and  the  common  fowL  This  chain 
of  islands  is  destitute  of  the  laiger  animals  of  Sumatia, 
such  as  the  tiger,  elephant,  and  rhinoceros ;  bnt  pos- 
sesses deer,  hogs,  monkeys,  and  squirrels. 

On  the  north  coast  are  a  series  of  low,  flat  islands 
separated  from  the  coast  hj  narrow  straits,  and  inhabited 
hj  a  few  fishermen  and  sago  cutters.  We  then  come  to 
a  series  of  rugged  and  wdl-wooded  islands  commencing 
south  of  Singapore,  and  forming  an  extension  of  the 
Malay  Peninsula.  Of  the  group  which  forms  the  sondi- 
em  side  of  the  Straits  of  Singapore  the  largest  is  Bintangi 
having  an  area  of  336  geographical  square  miles,  and 
mountains  rising  to  nearly  1400  feet  above  the  sea.  The 
land  is  not  good  agriculturally,  but  is  well  suited  to  the 
cultivation  of  black  pepper  and  gambir,  which  are  largely 
grown  and  manufactured  by  the  Chinese.  Fire-wood  and 
timber  are  also  exported  to  Singapore.  The  Dutch,  who 
exercise  sovereignty  over  all  these  islands,  have  ih&t 
chief  town  at  Bhio  or  Blow,  a  small  islet  almost  joined 
to  the  south  of  Bintang,  and  having  a  weU-sheltered 
harbour.  A  little  south  is  another  group,  of  which 
lingga  is  the  largest,  with  a  mountain  3755  feet  hig^. 
Both  these  groups  of  islands  consist  of  granite  and  sand- 
stone, with  the  ferruginous  clay  formation  called  "  late- 
rite."  They  are  aU  covered  with  dense  and  lofty  forests 
of  fine  timber,  among  which  are  the  trees  yielding  dammar, 
india-rubber,  and  gutta-percha.  Honey  and  bees-wax  are 
abundant,  while  the  chief  cultivated  products  are  cocoa- 
nuts  and  some  other  fruits,  black  pepper,  and  gambir. 
The  inhabitants  are  chiefly  Malays,  who  live  by  fishing 
or  by  collecting  the  products  of  tJie  forests,  and  Chinese, 
who  are  wood-cutters  and  cultivators  of  the  soiL 

The  most  considerable  Sumatran  island  is  Bancs,  so 
long   celebrated  for  its  laige  production  of  tin.    It  is 
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situated  opposite  the  eastern  coast  of  Palembang,  from 
which  it  is  separated  by  a  strait  from  ten  to  twenty  miles 
wide.  The  island  is  130  miles  long,  with  a  width  vary- 
ing firom  20  to  30.  Its  surface  is  ragged  and  irregular, 
but  with  no  important  mountains,  the  greatest  elevation 
being  apparently  about  2000  or  SDOO  feet.  It  is  full  of 
small  valleys  and  swamps,  and  everywhere  covered  with 
forests.  The  goolopcel  formation  is  granite,  sandstone, 
and  laterite,  with  extensive  alluvial  deposits  in  which  are 
found  the  tin  and  gold  which  form  the  chief  wealth  of 
the  island.  The  inhabitants  are  a  rude  class  of  Malays 
speaking  the  ordinary  Malay  language  They  cultivate 
a  little  rice  and  mi&e  native  iron,  but  live  chiefly  by 
fishing.  The  chief  population  of  Banca  now  consists  of 
colonists,  Malays,  Javanese,  and  Chinese — ^the  latter  en- 
gaged in  digging,  washing,  and  smelting  the  alluvial  tin 
ore.  The  tin  is  a  monopoly  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch, 
who  advance  money  to  the  Chinese  miners,  and  pay  a 
fixed  rate  for  the  produce.  The  net  profits  to  the  govern- 
ment, after  deducting  all  expenses  of  the  establishment 
kept  up  at  the  island,  freight,  etc.,  is  said  to  average  about 
a  quarter  of  a  million  sterling.  The  population  of  the 
island  is  stated  by  Mr.  Bickmore  to  have  been,  in  1865, 
54,339,  of  which  17,097  were  Chinese,  and  only  116 
Europeans. 

The  zoology  of  Banca  offers  some  interesting  peculi- 
arities. Although  so  near  to  Sumatra,  all  the  larger 
camivora  are  absent;,  except  the  Malay  bear,  while  it  has 
neither  the  elephant,  rhinoceros,  nor  tapir.  It  possesses, 
however,  deer,  chevrotains  or  mouse-deer,  wUd  hogs, 
squirrels,  and  civets.  More  remarkable  is  the  occurrence 
of  numerous  peculiar  species  of  birds  and  a  squirrel,  which 
differ  from  those  of  Sumatra  and  Borneo  sometimes  more 
than  the  species  of  those  large  islands  do  from  each  other. 
The  explanation  of  this  problem  may  perhaps  be  foimd  in 
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the  fact  that  the  coast  of  Sumatra  opposite  Banca  is  of 
recent  alluYial  formation,  so  that  formerly  a  Yery  wide 
strait  separated  them.  But  the  similarity  of  structure 
and  linear  arrangement  renders  it  prohable  that  Banca 
was  once  a  southern  extension  of  the  Malay  Peninsiila, 
from  which  it  has  been  isolated  by  subsidence  of  the 
intervening  land.  The  ftTn'TnA.1fl  now  inhabiting  it  may 
therefore  be  the  unmodified  descendants  of  ancient 
Malayan  species,  which  in  the  larger  islands  have  unde^ 
gone  progressive  changes. 

To  the  east  of  the  southern  extremity  of  Banca  ia  the 
considerable  island  of  Biliton,  of  an  iir^ular  sub-quad- 
rangular form,  and  about  40  miles  across.  In  the  strait 
which  separates  them  (about  60  miles  wide)  tha:e  aie 
several  intervening  islands.  Biliton  very  much  resembles 
Banca  in  its  formation,  appearance,  and  inhabitants.  It 
also  produces  iron  and  tin,  the  latter  metal  being  worked 
by  a  Dutch  company.  The  great  tin  formation  which 
commences  in  Tenasserim,  and  extends  through  the  Malay 
Peninsula  to  Banca,  here  comes  to  an  end. 

7.  i!f%«  IhUch  Possessions,  and  the  Chief  Toums. 

The  Dutch  are  now  masters  of  a  .large  portion  of 
Sumatra  with  its  islands,  including  the  whole  southern 
extremity  as  far  as  the  Jambi  valley,  and  a  broad  tract 
along  the  west  coast  as  far  as  Sinkel,  in  about  2"*  N.  lati- 
tude. On  the  north  are  a  series  of  native  Malay  states 
— Jambi,  Indragiri,  Kampur,  Siak,  Asahan,  Batu-Bara, 
Serdung,  Deli,  Lankat,  and  Eiah — over  which  the  Dutch 
claim  supremacy,  but  which  are  practically  independ^t 
The  total  population  of  the  Dutch  possessions  in  Sumatra 
was  estimated  in  1868  at  about  two  millions,  besides 
2000  Europeans.  The  chief  towns  and  ports  are  Palem- 
bang,  Benkoolen,  and  Padang. 
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The  portion  of  Sumatra  ruled  over  by  the  Dutch  is 
under  a  lieutenant-Govemor,  who  resides  at  Padang ;  and 
is  divided  into  six  provinces,  each  administered  by  a 
Kesident.  These  are — 1.  Padang,  on  the  west  coast, 
extending  from  near  the  equator  to  about  3"*  S.,  and 
varying  in  width  from  15  to  50  miles.  2.  The  *' Pa- 
dangse  Bovenlanden,"  or  Padang  Plateau,  an  inland 
mountainous  tract  about  160  miles  long  and  35  miles 
wida  3.  Tapanuly,  extending  along  the  coast  north- 
wards to  the  Singkel  river,  and  including  the  conquered 
portion  of  the  Batak  country.  4.  Benkoolen,  extending 
south  in  a  narrow  strip  to  the  south-eastern  point  of  the 
island,  a  length  of  350  miles,  and  varying  from  5  to  38 
miles  in  width.  5.  The  Lampongs,  occupying  the  south- 
em  end  of  Sumatra,  and  forming  an  irregular  triangle, 
each  side  being  about  120  miles  long.  6.  Palembang, 
occupying  a  large  portion  of  southern  Sumatra,  of  a  rudely 
quadrangular  shape,  and  about  200  miles  in  length  and 
width. 

Padakg  18  the  most  important  town  in  Sumatra,  and  the  reel- 
dence  of  the  Lieutenant-Qoyemor  of  the  whole  western  coaet.  It 
is  said  to  have  12,000  inhabitants,  and  is  a  place  of  considerable 
trade,  there  being  several  European  merchants,  with  many  Arabs 
and  Chinese,  and  their  mixed  descendants.  The  streets  are  shaded 
with  trees,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  town  is  a  large  and  beautifdl 
expanse  of  grass,  on  one  side  of  which  is  the  Govemor^s  house,  and 
on  the  other  a  large  and  handsome  club-house,  with  a  church  and 
some  good  private  houses.  The  surrounding  country  is  flat,  with 
extensive  rice-flelds,  and  there  are  good  roads  shaded  with  avenues 
of  trees  leading  inland.  On  ascending  the  hills  about  ten  miles 
from  the  coast,  we  reach  the  Padang  Plateau,  at  an  elevation  of  from 
2000  to  3000  feet,  where  is  a  climate  well  suited  to  the  cultivation 
of  coffee,  which  now  forms  the  chief  article  of  export  from  Padang, 
the  quantity  amounting  to  about  10,000  tons  annually. 

Palembano  is  a  large  native  town  built  on  both  banks  of  the 
river  Musi,  about  50  miles  from  its  mouth.  Large  vessels  can  come 
up  to  it,  and  it  is  therefore  the  outlet  for  a  great  amount  of  native 
produce.     Part  of  the  native  town  floats  on  the  river,  supported  on 
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huge  rafU  of  bamboo^  and  liaiiig  and  fallmg  from  ten  to  sxteen 
feet  with  eveij  tide.  Besides  a  laige  native  population,  the  town 
contains  many  Javanese,  Malays,  and  Chinese.  Among  the  latter 
are  makers  of  the  painted  and  lackered  wooden  boxes  used  for 
keeping  the  ingredients  of  the  favourite  Malay  stimulant,  pinang  or 
areca  nuts,  sirih  or  leaves  of  betel  pepper,  gambir,  and  lime.  There 
are  no  European  residents  besides  the  Dutch  officials  and  soldiers. 

Bbnkoolen,  situated  on  the  south-west  coast  in  about  4"*  sooth 
latitude,  was  long  an  English  settlement,  but  was  ceded  to  the 
Dutch  in  1825  in  exchange  for  Malacca.  It  is  a  small  town,  and 
not  of  much  importance,  the  roadstead  being  much  ezqpofled^and  the 
adjacent  territory  not  very  productiveu 
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CHAPTER  XVIIL 

BOBNEO. 

1.  Dimensians,  Form,  and  Outline. 

If  we  consider  Australia  to  be  more  properly  a  continent, 
Borneo  is  undoubtedly  the  second  island  in  the  world, 
there  being  no  other  island  but  New  Guinea,  which  even 
approaches  it  in  magnitude.  Its  extreme  length  is  about 
850  English  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  600.  Its 
compact  mass  is  somewhat  pear-shaped,  lying  in  a  north- 
east and  south-west  direction.  It  has  a  coast -line  of 
about  3000  miles  without  measuring  the  smaller  bays  and 
inlets,  and  its  area  is  about  280,000  statute  square  miles, 
being  nearly  three  and  a  half  times  as  large  as  Great 
Britain,  and  considerably  laiger  than  the  entire  Austrian 
Empire. 

The  coast  of  Borneo  is  very  little  indented  with  bays, 
and  nowhere  by  deep  inlets,  and  it  has  few  good  navi- 
gable rivers.  The  few  bays  it  possesses  are  towards  the 
north-eastern  extremity^  where  the  coast  is  somewhat 
higher  and  more  abrupt.  As  a  rule,  Borneo  is  through- 
out bordered  by  a  considerable  width  of  swamps  and 
lowlands,  except  at  a  few  points  where  there  are  high 
promontories,  or  a  small  extent  of  hilly  country.  The 
island  is  nearly  bisected  by  the  equator,  there  being  a 
little  more  to  the  north  than  to  the  south  of  the  line, 
and  it  extends  from  7""  4'  K  to  4''  10^  S.  latitude.  It 
occupies  a  position  in  the  centre  of  the  greater  Malay 


348  COMPENDIUM  OF  QBOGBAPHY  AND  TRAVEL. 

Islands,  being  (roughly  speaking)  equally  distant  from  the 
Philippines  on  the  north-^ast,  from  Celebes  on  the  east, 
from  Java  on  the  south,  and  horn  Sumatra  and  the  Malay 
Peninsula  on  the  west.  It  is  thus  removed  from  the 
violence  of  the  monsoons,  and  enjoys  on  all  its  coast  a 
tolerably  calm  sea.  There  are  comparatively  few  islands 
around  the  shores  of  Borneo,  the  most  important  being 
the  Natunas  off  the  north-west  promontory,  and  Polo 
Laut  on  the  south-west;  but  there  are  a  considerable 
number  on  the  north-east  coast  forming  stepping-stones 
to  Palawan,  and  by  the  Sooloo  Islands  to  Mindanao 

2.  MoyMtains  and  Rivers. 

Although  there  are  immense  alluvial  plains  and 
valleys  on  the  west  and  south,  and  a  belt  of  low  and 
level  ground  many  miles  in  extent  is  the  general  character 
of  the  coast,  yet  the  interior  of  Borneo,  so  far  as  known, 
appears  to  be  hilly,  with  many  abrupt  and  predpitons 
mLtains.  either  L  isolated  ^ks  or  in  short  iLges. 
The  chief  continuous  range  is  on  the  north-west,  where  it 
forms  a  watershed  of  moderate  elevation  and  about  100 
miles  inland.  In  the  Sarawak  and  Sadong  valleys  this 
ridge  probably  does  not  exceed  2000  or  3000  feet,  with 
peaks  rising  to  5000  or  6000.  Farther  north,  howev^, 
to  the  south-east  of  Bruni,  are  many  moimtains  believed 
to  be  &om  7000  to  8000  feet,  and  one,  Lawi,  said  to  be 
much  higher,  and  to  form  the  culminating  point  of  this 
district.  Considerably  farther  north,  and  only  18  miles 
from  the  coast  and  50  from  Malludu  Bay  and  the 
extremity  of  the  island,  rises  in  solitary  grandeur  the 
rocky  mass  of  Kini  Balou,  said  by  Admiral  Belcher  to  be 
13,698  feet,  but  probably  somewhat  over-estimated. 
This  mountain  was  first  ascended  in  1851  by  Mr.  Low, 
then  colonial  treasurer  at  Labuan,  and  in  1858  by  Mr. 
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Spencer  St.  John  and  Mr.  Low,  who  carried  instiTunents 
to  the  top ;  but  the  barometer  was  out  of  order,  and  a 
storm  of  wind  and  rain  prevented  the  boiling  point  of 
water  being  ascertained,  so  that  the  height  of  this  fine 
mountain  is  still  undetermined.  A  very  lofty  peak  was 
seen  bearing  S.  ^  E.,  supposed  to  be  libang,  which  the 
natives  say  is  actually  higher  than  Kini  Balou — ^a  fine 
object  for  explorers  in  northern  Borneo.  The  country 
eastward  towards  Cape  Kuniungun  is  also  very  mountain- 
ous, but  is  quite  unexplored,  so  that,  as  far  as  is  yet 
known,  Eini  Balou  is  the  highest  mountain,  not  only  of 
Borneo,  but  of  the  entire  Malay  Archipelago. 

The  three  largest  rivers  in  Borneo  are  the  Kapuas,  a 
river  of  Pontianak  on  the  west,  the  Barito,  a  river  of 
Banjermassin  on  the  south,  and  the  Koti  liver  on  the 
east  All  these  appear  to  rise  near  each  other,  somewhat 
north  of  the  centre  of  the  island ;  they  all  have  countless 
tributaries,  and  all,  in  the  lower  part  of  their  courses,  flow 
in  very  winding  channels  through  a  vast  extent  of  forest- 
covered  and  swampy  alluvial  plains.  On  the  northern 
coast  the  rivers  are  much  shorter,  but,  being  fed  by  the 
copious  equatorial  rainfall,  are  still  large  and  imposing. 
The  most  important  are  the  Batang  Lupar  to  the  east  of 
Sarawak ;  the  Bejang,  a  little  farther  east ;  the  Barram, 
which  enters  the  sea  at  Barram  point ;  and  the  Limbang, 
at  the  mouth  of  which  stands  the  native  city  of  Bruni. 
The  latter  river  was  explored  by  Mr.  St.  John  in  1858, 
nearly  to  its  sources  in  mountains  between  5000  and 
6000  feet  high,  and  about  20  miles  north  of  the  lofby 
Lawi  mountain,  which  he  was  imable  to  reach.  Besides 
these,  there  are  hundreds  of  smaller  but  still  considerable 
rivers  all  round  the  coast  of  Borneo,  but  hardly  any 
admit  of  the  entrance  of  large  vessels,  except  the  Bruni 
and  Pontianak  rivers  for  a  short  distance,  and  the  small 
river  of  Sarawak. 
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No  important  lakes  aie  known  in  Borneo,  those  tliat 
exist  being  for  the  most  part  expansions  of  the-  liyets  in 
the  plains  or  fiat  valleys,  and  generally  shallow. 

The  scenery  of  Borneo  is  interesting,  and  often 
picturesque,  from  its  Inxuiiant  forests  and  the  prevalence 
of  abrupt  basaltic  or  limestone  hills,  whose  precipitoas 
sides,  clothed  with  shrubs  and  creepers,  give  variety  to 
the  landscape ;  but,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  some  of  the 
lofty  mountains,  it  does  not  present  the  same  amount  of 
grand,  varied,  and  extremely  beautiful  scenery  to  be  met 
with  in  Java  and  Sumatra^  or  in  the  Philippine  Islands. 

3.  Oeohgy  and  Natural  EMory. 

So  far  as  yet  explored,  Borneo  differs  wholly  from 
all  the  other  large  islands  in  not  possessing  a  single 
volcano  either  active  or  extinct.  It  appears  to  coDaist 
largely  of  granite,  syenites,  and  trap  rocks,  with  abundance 
of  limestone,  supposed  to  be  Palaeozoic  and  to  correspond 
to  our  mountain  limestone,  and  with  Tertiary  sandstones 
and  conglomerates  containing  exceUent  coaL  This  mineral 
is  very  abundant,  occurring  plentifully  in  the  Sarawak 
territory,  at  Labuan  and  Bruni,  at  Banjarmassin  on  the 
south  coast,  and  at  many  intermediate  points ;  and  it  is 
generally  of  very  good  quality,  though  apparently  all  of 
Tertiary  age,  the  fossil  plants  found  in  the  overlying 
shales  being  mostly  leaves  of  exogenous  trees  like  those  of 
the  existing  forests.  Mr.  Motley,  in  his  Beport  on  the 
Geology  of  Labuan  and  neighbourhood,  gives  the  follow- 
ing interesting  description  of  its  peculiarities: — ^"The 
coal,  dense  and  perfectly  carbonised  as  it  is,  yet  exhibits 
most  unequivocally  its  vegetable  origin;  and  not  only 
that,  but  even  the  kind  of  vegetation  of  which  it  has 
been  composed  is  evident  from  the  most  cursory  inspec- 
tion of  the  heaps  of  coal  brought  out  of  the  levels.     It  is 
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clearly  the  product,  not  of  a  bed  of  peat  produced  by  the 
decay  of  small  vegetation,  but  of  a  mass  of  huge  timber. 
At  least  one  half  of  the  mass  displays  the  grain  and 
structure  of  wood,  and  frequently  it  separates  naturally 
into  the  concentric  layers  of  dicotyledonous  wood.  All 
the  specimens  I  have  examined  have  exactly  the  structure 
of  the  dipteraceous  trees  now  forming  the  bulk  of  the 
timber  growing  aboye  them.  The  trees  must  have  been 
of  vast  dimensions.  I  traced  one  trunk  upwards  of  60 
feet,  and  for  the  whole  of  that  distance  it  was  not  less 
than  8  feet  wide.  They  are  aU  prostrate  and  slightly 
compressed,  and  lie  crossing  each  other  in  all  directions. 
What  makes  the  resemblance  of  this  coal  to  the  wood  of 
the  DipteracesB  still  more  striking  is  the  existence  in  it  of 
thickly  scattered  masses  of  semi-transparent  resin  dis- 
persed through  its  substance.  The  clay  below  the  coal 
contains  a  few  carbonaceous  particles,  but  no  trace  of 
Stigmaria  or  any  other  forms  of  fossil  roots.  In  the  shale 
above  the  coal  are  found  occasionally  erect  trunks  of 
small  size,  apparently,  &om  the  coats  of  their  bark,  dicoty- 
ledonous, but  their  whole  substance  converted  into  soft 
pulverulent  coal ;  and,  more  rarely,  palm  trunks,  also  erect 
but  solidified,  and  excessively  hard.  Impressions  of  leaves 
are  in  vast  abundance,  though  rarely  perfect  I  have  pro- 
cured specimens  of  nine  species  of  dicotyledons,  of  which 
two  so  closely  resemble  an  existing  species  of  Barringtonia 
and  a  dipteraceous  plant  which  yields  an  oily  resin  named 
'  druing,'  that  it  is  difficult  to  believe  them  not  identical 
Besides  these  are  two  or  three  species  of  ferns,  a  large 
flag-shaped  leaf  like  a  Crinimi,  something  closely  resemb- 
ling a  large  thick -stemmed  confervoid  alga,  and  four  or 
five  species  of  palms,  one  flabeUiform  and  four  pinnate, 
one  of  the  latter  very  closely  resembling  an  existing 
species.  These  vegetable  remains  are  chiefly,  but  not 
entirely,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  stratum.     Sparingly 


352     COMPENDIUM  OF  GE06RAFHT  AND  TRAVEL. 

among  them,  but  more  abimdantly  in  the  tipper  half  of 
the  thickness  of  the  bed,  are  found  a  good  many  casts  of 
bivalve  shells,  much  like  some  species  of  TJnio."^ 

In  some  adjacent  beds  of  shale  are  found  marine  shells 
consisting  of  species  of  Cardiwrn,,  Tridouma^  Area,  (ktreei, 
Tellina,  Murex,  Turbo,  Cerithium,  and  Peden,  all  genera 
now  living  in  the  adjacent  seas.  "  Upon  a  review  of  all 
these  facts/'  says  Mr.  Motley,  "  it  is  impossible  not  to  be 
struck  with  the  remarkable  difference  in  the  phenomena 
of  this  coal-field  and  those  of  Great  Britain.  Here  are 
no  sauroid  fishes,  no  stigmarisa,  sigillarii,  calamites,  or 
lepidodendra ;  no  ammonites,  giyphaceae,  or  other  ancient 
forms  of  shells,  as  in  the  few  marine  deposits  of  the 
English  coal-fields;  but  on  the  other  hand,  shells  and 
plants  of  recent  forms  and  families,  rocks  which  have 
evidently  been  subjected  to  very  slight  compression,  in 
general  remarkably  Mable  and  wanting  in  cohesion,  and 
entirely  free  from  that  semi -vitrified  appearance  and 
almost  conchoidal  fracture  so  common  in  England  in  the 
Pennant  rocks  and  in  many  of  the  thick  sandstones  of 
Yorkshire.  We  have  in  fact  the  result  of  just  such  a 
state  of  things  as  is  probably  now  in  progress  at  the 
mouths  of  some  of  the  great  Borneo  rivers ;  for  example, 
in  the  estuary  between  Labuan  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Bruni  river,  an  almost  exactly  similar  mass  of  clays  and 
sandstones  must  be  forming.  In  some  parts  the  natives 
say  they  grow  rice  where  their  fathers  caught  fish."  It 
is  remarkable  that  such  an  evidently  recent  formation 
should  be  so  much  upheaved,  the  coal-measures  of  Labuan 
and  Bruni  dipping  from  an  angle  of  24^  to  nearly  or  quite 
vertical,  the  dip  being  N.N.W.,  or  about  at  right  angles 
to  the  direction  of  the  great  chain  of  mountains  which 
rises  nearly  parallel  to  the  coast  Mr.  Motley's  account 
of  this  coal  formation  would  lead  us  to  conclude  that 

*  Journal  of  the  Indian  Archipelago,  1852,  p.  66(1 
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dense  tropical  forests  growing  on  an  extensive  plain  or 
river  delta  had  been  suddenly  overthrown  by  flood  or 
earthquake^  or  by  sudden  depression  of  the  land,  and  had 
been  covered  with  a  deposit  of  days  or  sands.  He  well 
remarks  on  the  quantities  of  trees  and  shrubs  which  in 
the  tropics  grow  on  the  sea-shore,  or  even  in  the  salt 
water,  and  thus  accounts  for  the  presence  of  marine  shells 
in  the  shales,  and  even  in  the  coal  itself.  ^ 

Other  mineral  products  of  Borneo  are  antimony,  in 
great  abundance  at  Sarawak: ;  mercury ;  gold  in  the 
extreme  west  in  Sarawak,  Sambas,  and  Pontianak ;  and 
diamonds  in  the  same  districts;  while  native  iron  is 
smelted  and  manufactured  by  the  Kyans  and  several 
other  tribes  of  the  north-western  interior. 

The  v^tation  of  Borneo  is  exceedingly  luxuriant,  the 
whole  island  being,  with  few  exceptions,  one  vast  forest. 
It  is  especially  rich  in  palms  and  forest  trees,  few  of 
which  have  yet  been  botanically  described.  The  vegeta- 
tion is  of  course  thoroughly  Malayan,  but  the  lofty 
mountain  of  Eini  Balou  contains  a  curious  mixture  of 
Indian,  Malayan,  and  Australian  plants.  Here  are 
numerous  rhododendrons,  forming  trees  20  feet  high,  as 
in  the  Himalayas;  here  the  characteristic  Malayan 
pitcher-plants  reach  their  maximum  of  size,  variety,  and 
beauty;  and  here  are  found  such  typical  Australian 
genera  as  Leptospemuam^  Lmcopogon,  Coprosvna,  Dacrydiumy 
and  several  others,  among  which  is  the  Antarctic  genus 
Drimys.  In  the  lowlands,  too,  tiiere  are  rhododendrons 
growing  parasitically  on  trees  or  on  exposed  rocks ;  ferns 

^  A  few  years  after  the  date  of  this  report  Hr.  Motley,  together  with 
his  wife  and  fitmily,  was  killed  during  an  insurrection  of  the  Malays  at 
Beigarmaasing  on  the  south  coast  of  Borneo,  where  he  was  superintending 
a  ooal  mine  for  the  Dutch  Goyemment  This  gentleman  was  an  excellent 
naturaUst,  and  had  he  lived  would  probahly  have  given  us  much  valuable 
information  on  these  Tertiary  coal-fields,  which  he  had  unrivalled  oppor- 
tunitiQa  of  studying. 

2  a 
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and  orchids  )eu:e  in  ei^dless  variety ;  and  the  strange  Vanda 
lowii  hangs  down  its  elegant  fioweis,  like  crimson  stais 
strung  upon  slender  cords  sometimes  10  feet  in  lengtL 
The  native. vegetable  products  of  the  Bomean  forests  are 
veiy  numerous,  induding  gutta-percha,  india-rubber, 
dammar,  cEimphor^  benzoin,  eagle -wood,  sago,  rattans, 
ebony,  and  abundance  of  fine  timber.  Of  cultivated 
products  pepper  is  the  chief,  but  cotton,  sugar,  and  rice 
are  grown  for  native  use ;  there  is  much  land  available  for 
cofifee,  and  ev^y  vegetable  and  fruit  of  the  tropics  may 
be  here  cultivated.  Ko where  are  those  delicious  native 
fruits,  the  mangosteen  and  the  durian,  more  abundant 
than  in  Borneo. 

The  most  rei^arkable  feature  in  the  zoology  of  Borneo 
is  the  absence  or  rarity  of  many  large  animala  found  in 
the  adjacent  islands.  Thus,  the  tiger  and  the  leopard  of 
Java  and  Sumatra  are  unknown,  their  place  being  sup* 
plied  by  a  smaller  species,  the  Fdis  macroscdis  of  natural- 
ists. Hardly  less  remarkable  is  the  absence  of  both  the 
elephant  and  rhinoceros  fix)m  by  far  the  larger  part  of  the 
country.  It  was,  indeed,  long  doubtful  wliether  they 
existed  at  all,  but  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  former  is 
to  be  foimd  on  the  eastern  peninsula  near  Giong  Bay, 
while  the  latter  has  a  more  extensive  range,  being  found 
about  the  sources  of  the  Koti  and  Bejang  rivers.  A 
rhinoceros'  tooth  has  been  found  in  a  cave  in  Sarawak, 
indicating  that  the  animal  was  once  as  abundant  as  it  is 
still  in  Sumatra,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  imderstand  why 
its  numbers  should  have  so  diminished.  No  remains  of 
the  elephant  have  been  found,  and  some  naturalists 
beUeve  that  the  existing  herds  are  the  descendants  of 
aniTTiala  sent  as  a  present  to  the  Sultan  of  Sooloo,  and  at 
his  request  landed  on  the  adjacent  coast  of  Borneo,  where 
they  became  wild.  Forrest,  however,  declares  that  ele- 
phants aboimded  in  the  Sooloo  Islands  in  his  time^  and 
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Mr.  St.  John  had  this  confirmed  by  natives  who  had  seen 
them  before  they  were  hunted  and  exterminated  on 
account  of  the  mischief  they  did.  It  seems  more  pro- 
bable, therefore,  that  they  are  wild  in  Borneo,  but  why 
they  are  confined  to  so  small  a  district  when  the  larger 
half  of  the  island  seems  so  well  adapted  to  them  remains 
a  mysteiy.  Wild  cattle  are  also  confined  to  the  northern 
part  of  the  island,  where  in  some  districts  they  are  abun- 
dant, but  whether  they  are  a  wild  species  or  the  descend- 
ants of  domestic  cattle  introduced  by  the  Spaniards  seems 
doubtful  Borneo  is  veiy  rich  in  monkeys,  and  has  many 
peculiar  species,  the  most  remarkable  being  the  proboscis 
monkey  (Presbytes  nastUvs),  whose  long  and  fleshy  nose 
gives  it  a  veiy  man-like  aspect ;  and  the  orang-utan  or 
"  mias "  of  the  natives,  next  to  the  gorilla  the  largest 
living  ape.  This  creature  is  abundant  in  all  the  lowland 
forest  districts,  being  especially  plentiful  in  the  great 
swampy  forests  of  the  north-western  and  southern  coasts. 
Curious  arboreal  insectivora,  squirrels,  otters,  deer,  and 
wild  swine,  are  also  abundant 

In  birds  this  island  agrees  very  closely  with  Sumatra, 
the  peacock  being  absent  while  the  argus  and  fire-backed 
pheasants  abound.  HombiUs  are  very  varied ;  and  of  the 
beautiful  family  of  the  PittidsB,  or  ground-thrushes,  Borneo 
has  more  species  than  any  other  island,  including  some  of 
the  most  beautifdl  known.  Septiles  abound,  as  in  all  the 
Malayan  islands,  but  there  are  in  Borneo  many  peculiar 
species,  including  two  kinds  of  crocodiles  not  found  else- 
where. Insects  are  excessively  abundant,  and  many  are 
of  the  largest  size  and  of  extreme  beauty.  One  of  the 
butterflies  (Omithoptera  hrookeana)  has  wings  resembling 
black  velvet  on  which  is  laid  a  row  of  elegant  golden- 
green  feathers ;  while  Phasmidse  with  richly  coloured 
wings  are  unusually  numerous. 
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4.  Ifaiive  Baua  of  Borneo. 

The  alwiigines  of  Borneo  are  all  of  Malay  race,  and 
are  generally  known  as  Dyaks,  but  they  are  divided  into 
numerous  tribes,  speaking  distinct  languages  and  baving 


different  appellations.  Tbey  hardly  differ  physically  from 
the  Malays,  except  in  being  somewhat  lighter  and  more 
active,  and  they  are  generally  of  a  more  cheerful  and 
child-like  disposition.  In  the  north-west  the  Ihiaun  or 
Ida'au  tribes, — the  £anowits  and  Pakatans,  correspond  to 
the  Land  Dyaks,  while  the  Milanows  cortespoud  to  the 
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Sea  Dj&ka,  thongli  very  different  in  many  reepecta.  Id  the 
northern  interior,  on  the  upper  Koti  and  Barram  rivera 
and  the  head  waters  of  the  fiejai^  and  Bintnln,  are  the 
Kajans,  one  of  the  most  advanced  of  the  aavage  races,  and 
celebrated  for  making  iron  and  manufacturing  admirable 


weapons.  They  are  very  warlike,  and  are  strongly 
addicted  to  head-hunting  and  making  slaves,  so  that  they 
are  the  terror  of  all  their  neighbours,  and  make  a  desert 
on  their  borders.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  they 
are  an  intruding  race,  who  have  come  from  the  east  coast, 
and  perhaps  entered  there  from  Celebes.  They  have 
many  peculiar  customs,  some  of  which  are  nnknown  in 
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any  other  part  of  the  world.^  The  Kajsjob,  Kano^rits, 
Pakatans,  and  some  other  tribes  are  tattooed,  and  all  ate 
heathens. 

There  are»  however,  several  semi-civilised  Mahometan 
tribes  of  Malays  in  Someo.     The  Malays  proper  occnpy 
almost  all  the  coasts,  and  the  Malay  Sultan  of  Broni  long 
ruled  the  entire  north-western  districts  from  Sarawak  to 
beyond  Malludu  Bay,  and  exacted  tribute  from  the  Dyak 
and  other  tribes  far  into  the  interior.     The  Kadayans  who 
inhabit  the  hill  country  round  Bruni  are  believed  by  Mr. 
St.  John  to  be  an  aboriginal  race  converted  to  Mahometan- 
ism.      On  the  northern  and   north-western   coasts  are 
settlements  of  Bajus  and  TAnnna     The  former  are  the 
sea-gipsies,  who  are  fonnd  scattered  here  and  there  all 
over  the  archipelago.     The  latter  are  natives  of  Miigin- 
dano,  and  are  much  addicted  to  piracy.     As  a  role  the 
Dyaks  and  all  the  pagan  tribes  wear  rude  clothing  of  bark 
or  cotton  cloth,  and  the  women  deck  themselves  with 
abundance  of  beads,  brass  wire,  and  plaited  girdles.     The 
men  generally  wear  only  the  "  chawat " — a  long  band  of 
bark  or  strip  of  cotton  cloth  passed  between  the  legs  and 
round  the  loins,  with  sometimes  a  jacket.     The  women 
wear  a  short  petticoat,  and  in  some  taibes  wear  a  band  of 
bark  or  bamboo  bound  together  with  brass  wire  or  rattans, 
and   sometimes   also  a  jacket.      The   women,    as  with 
most  savage  tribes,  do  much  hard  labour,  whereas  among 
the  Malays  and  other  Mahometans  the  women  are  almost 
wholly  confined  to  house-work,  occasionally  assisting  in 
the  fields  at  harvest-time.     The  practice  of  taking  heads 

^  Apad  Kftyanenaes  moe  est  viroram  tnasrene  aibi  perfonre  ^Landem 
penis  atqae  ilia  inserere  aciculam  seu  spinolam  anream,  aigenteun, 
oeseam,  ant  deniqne  doro  ligno  confectam.  qtus  ntrimque  prominet. 
Qiumdoqne  dtuB  hajnsmodi  acicnla  recto  obrenientes  angalo  inseruntar. 
Neo  inter  coitum  istte  amoventur  aciculse,  imo  (nti  fertor)  mnlieres  cam 
viris  qaibns  ill»  desant  rem  habere  recusant.  Primus  de  hao  re  tractavit 
Daltonus  de  regione  "Koti"  dicta  referons,  cui  etiam  viatores  plene 
consentiunt  recentiores. 
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as  trophies  vaa  common  among  almost  all  the  Dyak 
tribes,  bat  has  now  been  abolished  where  Enropean  influ- 
ence is  predominant.  A  yoong  Dyak  could  not  many, 
nor  a  parent  or  widower  leave  off  mourning,  till  a  head 
was  obtained.  These  heads  were  dried  and  carefully  pre- 
seired  in  their  houses.  It  was  a  custom,  and  as  a  custom 
was  observed,  but  it  did  not  imply  any  extraordinary 
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barbarism  or  moral  delinq^uency.  On  the  contrary  it  is 
the  general  opinion  of  all  who  know  them  well,  that  the 
Dyaks  are  among  the  most  pleasing  of  savages,  that  they 
are  kind,  truthful,  and  have  many  excellent  qualities. 
The  Dyak  houses  are  generally  very  large,  many  families 
residing  together,  and  there  is  in  every  village  a  council- 
house  where  the  young  immarried  men  sleep,  where 
councils  are  held,  and  where  travellers  are  lodged.     The 
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houBes  are  always  raiaed  on  posts,  often  to  s  great  height 
where  auhjeot  to  attacks  from  other  b-ibes ;  or  they  are 
built  perched  up  on  almost  inaccessible  mountains,  only 
to  be  reached  by  ladders  up  the  face  of  lofty  precipices. 
The  Dyaks  cultivate  rice  and  many  kinds  of  vegetables, 
and  hare  large  plantations  of  fruit,  often  covering  wh(^ 
mountain  aides  and  furnishing  them  with  an  important 


part  of  their  food.  They  also  grow  tobacco  and  sugar- 
cane for  luxuries.  Their  weapons  are  epears,  the  blow- 
pipe, snares,  and  pitfalls,  and  with  these  they  capture  all 
kinds  of  wild  animals  for  food.  They  collect  beeswax, 
edible  birds'  nests,  and  other  products  of  the  forest,  and 
exchange  them  for  tools,  clothing,  or  ornaments,  and 
especially  for  brass  wire,  gongs,  and  brass  guns,  which 
constitute  the  wealth  of  every  Dyak  chief.     The  Dyaks 
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of  the  interior  of  Sarawak  are  celebrated  for  the  construc- 
tion €i  ingenious  bamboo  suspension  bridges  oyer  the 
rivers^  to  enable  them  to  cross  to  their  plantations  or  to 
other  villages  during  floods.  Mr.  St  John  tells  ns  that 
the  rivers  sometimes  rise  forty  feet  during  a  flood,  and 
that  even  a  single  heavy  shower  will  render  the  fords 
impassable.  The  bridges  are  generally  placed  where 
large  trees  overhang  the  river.  These  are  connected  by 
strong  bamboos  lashed  together,  and  supported  at  several 
points  by  cords  of  rattan.  A  light  but  shaky  handrail  is 
fixed  a  few  feet  above,  but  the  whole  is  so  slender  and 
elastic,  and  the  foothold  on  the  smooth  bamboo  so  in- 
secure, that  it  requires  some  nerve  in  a  European  to  cross 
such  a  bridge  as  is  represented  in  the  accompanying 
illnstration.  None  of  the  indigenes  of  Borneo  have  in- 
vented writing,  whfle  the  Malays  aU  use  the  Arabio 
character  to  write  the  Malay  language. 

Several  other  peoples  have  settled  in  Borneo,  which, 
from  its  central  position,  has  naturally  become  the  re- 
ceptacle of  wanderers  from  all  the  surrounding  islands. 
From  Java  there  has  evidently  been  a  considerable  im- 
migration, though  these  people  have  not  kept  distinct, 
but  have  become  mei:ged  in  the  Malay  or  Dyak  tribes. 
This  is  proved  by  the  number  of  Javanese  names  of 
places  in  southern  Borneo,  of  which  Mr.  Crawfurd 
adduces  numerous  examples,  as,  Mogasari,  "  conspicuous 
flower ; "  Chandi,  "  the  temple  ; "  Banjarmassin,  "  salt 
garden ;"  Gunung-aji, "  king's  mount ;"  etc.,  etc.  Even  in 
the  language  of  the  abori^es  are  several  purely  Javanese 
words,  as  of  the  dog  and  fowl  in  the  E^ayan  language. 
The  same  thing  is  shown  by  the  remains  of  Hindu 
temples  and  images  in  the  south  and  west  of  Borneo, 
bearing  a  close  resemblance  to  those  so  abundant  in  Java. 
Some  of  these  are  found  400  miles  ialand,  in  the  Eoti 
valley ;  and  they  prove  that  the  Hindu  people  of  Java 
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had  at  one  time  made  a  legular  settlement  in  the  isLmd 
but  weie  subsequently  exterminated  either  by  the  ferodons 
Kayans  or  the  warlike  Mahometan  Malays. 

The  Bugis  of  Celebes  have  also  made  considerable 
settlements  on  the  south  and  east  of  Borneo,  and  are 
particularly  abundant  on  the  rivers  Pasir  and  Koti,  where 
they  are  the  chief  traders.  Farther  north  are  the  settle- 
ments of  the  Sooloos,  who  speak  the  Bisaya  language  of 
the  Philippines,  and  who  hold  an  extensive  tract  of  country 
around  Cape  IJnsang  under  the  role  of  the  Sultan  of 
Sooloo.  A  number  of  these  people  are  also  settled  on  the 
coast  and  rivers  near  Bruni,  where  they  are  known  as 
Bisayas,  fiom  the  language  they  speak. 

The  only  other  people  who  have  settled  in  Borneo  in 
any  numbers  are  the  Chinese,  who  are  to  be  found  in 
every  town  on  the  island,  either  as  traders,  miners, 
mechanics,  or  agriculturists.  They  are  most  numerous  in 
the  western  parts  of  the  island,  where  gold  and  diamonds 
are  to  be  found,  and  there  are  said  to  be  near  150,000 
in  the  Dutch  territories  alone.  There  are  also  a  con- 
siderable number  in  the  Sarawak  territory,  where,  in  1857, 
they  rose  in  insurrection,  obtained  temporary  possession 
of  the  chief  town  Kuching,  and  nearly  succeeded  in  kill- 
ing the  English  Bajah,  Sir  James  Brooke,  and  obtaining 
absolute  possession  of  the  district  Their  utter  defeat, 
however,  has  rendered  the  whole  island  now  much  safer.^ 
Many  of  them  have  Dyak  wives,  and  there  is  now  a 
considerable  mixed  population,  but  as  there  are  continaally 
fresh  immigrations  from  China,  the  race  remains  essentially 
Chinese  in  character. 

5.  European  Settlementa  in  Borneo. 
The  Dutch  claim  suzerainty  over  the  greater  part  of 

^  !For  an  excellent  account  of  this  insurrection,  see  Mr.  St  John's  I^ft 
in  ike  Forests  of  the  Far  East,  voL  ii  p.  854. 
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Borneo,  except  only  the  north-west  fix)m  Sarawak  to  the 
Sooloo  territory,  and  they  have  established  a  regular 
govemnient  over  the  coast  districts  of  the  west  and  south. 
They  first  visited  Borneo  in  1598,  and  traded  with  the 
natives  for  gold,  diamonds,  and  pepper.  In  1785  they 
obtained  some  territory  at  Banjormassing,  by  treaty  with 
a  native  chief,  and  since  then  have  gradually  increased 
their  possessions  and  their  influence. 

The  Dutch  possessions  in  Borneo  are  divided  into  a 
western,  and  a  southern  and  eastern  district,  each  under 
a  resident.  The  chief  town  of  the  western  district  is 
Pontianak,  after  which  the  residency  is  often  named.  It 
is  under  the  nominal  rule  of  a  native  sultan.  Its  sub- 
divisions are  Sambas  and  Montrado  on  the  north,  Ponti- 
anak on  the  west  coast,  and  Sintang  in  the  interior,  com- 
prising the  whole  upper  portion  of  the  Kapuas  valley. 
Sambas  (also  under  a  native  sultan)  produces  coffee  and 
cotton.  Montrado  is  largely  occupied  by  Chinese,  who 
have  settled  there  for  more  than  a  centuiy,  and  work  the 
mines,  which  abound  in  this  district  and  in  Landak  to 
the  east.  Tin,  gold,  and  diamonds,  are  obtained  here,  the 
gold-mines  being  the  richest  in  Borneo.  Sintang,  on  the 
Upper  Eapuas  river,  is  the  seat  of  an  Assistant-Besident, 
who  governs  the  numerous  tribes  of  Dyaks  in  the  interior. 

The  chief  place  of  the  southern  districts  is  Banjar- 
massing,  a  town  of  about  6000  inhabitants,  many  of 
whom  are  Chinese,  the  rest  Malays.  The  interior  is 
occupied  by  ntimerous  tribes  of  Dyaks.  To  the  east  of 
Banjannassing  is  Martapura,  where  are  extensive  coal- 
mines, with  an  Assistant-Besident  Farther  inland,  at 
Amoentai,  there  are  many  Hindoo  antiquities.  In  the 
Koti  valley  on  the  east  coast  is  an  Assistant-Besident 
living  at  Tengarong,  about  50  miles  up  the  river.  Here 
is  an  independent  Malay  sultan,  and  southward  in  Pasir 
another  sultan  with  several  subordinate  Malay  rulera 
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Lower  down  on  the  river  at  Samarinde  is  a  fortress  com 
manded  by  a  Bngis  chie£  The  inhabitants  of  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Barito  or  Banjarmassing  river  and  of  the 
Koti  are  mostly  Kyans>  distinguished  from  the  Dyaks  to 
the  westward  by  being  tattooed 

6.  The  English  SettlemeTits  at  Saravxjtk  and  Ldbwan. 

The  territory  of  Sarawak,  on  the  north-western  coast 
of  Borneo,  is  in  many  respects  one  of  the  most  interesting 
c^ots  in  the  whole  vast  extent  of  the  tropical  world,  for 
here  an  English  gentleman  rules  as  absolute  monarch  over 
a  considerable  population  of  Malays  and  Dyaks,  to  the 
complete  satisfaction  and  contentment  of  both.  The 
former  look  up  to  him  as  a  great  and  just  king,  the  latter 
as  a  beneficent  protector.  The  English  role  has  now 
lasted  nearly  thirty  years,  and  so  far  as  we  have  informa- 
tion, it  appears  to  be  firmly  established.  It  has  with- 
stood the  early  machinations  of  discontented  Malay  chie£S| 
an  insurrection  of  Chinese  miners,  and  the  death  of  its 
founder ;  but,  as  it  has  not  relied  for  support  upon  either 
force  or  fraud,  but  has  always  existed  for  the  well-being 
and  ihrough  the  good- will  of  the  people  governed,  it  has 
taken  firm  root  in  the  soil,  and  seems  likely  to  endure  for 
many  generations  if  the  wise  policy  of  its  founder  con- 
tinues to  be  the  guiding  star  of  his  successors.  Let  ns 
then  briefly  sketch  the  career  of  Sir  James  Brooke,  Bajah 
of  Sarawak,  and  see  what  lessons  we  may  learn  from  it 

Early  in  1839  Mr.  Brooke  reached  Sarawak  in  a  vessel 
of  his  own,  and  finding  the  country  in  a  state  of  chionic 
insurrection,  helped  the  Bajah  Muda  Hassim  to  suppress  it 
(partly  by  an  exhibition  of  force  and  partly  by  conciliation), 
and  received  as  a  reward  the  title  of  Bajah  of  Sarawak, 
a  small  territory  about  60  miles  long  by  50  wide.  After 
some  trouble  and  delay,  the  title  was  confirmed  by  the 
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Malay  Sultan  of  Borneo^  in  September  1841,  and  Mr. 
Brooke,  intensely  interested  in  his  strange  acquisition,  at 
once  set  himself  to  work  to  consolidate  his  power,  to 
introduce  just  reforms,  to  establish  a  code  of  laws,  to 
deyelop  commerce,  and  to  suppress  piracy.  The  condition 
of  the  country  was  such  that  the  work  might  have 
appeared  hopeless  to  a  less  wise  and  energetic  ruler. 
Complete  anarchy  preyailed.  Malays  were  fighting 
against  Malays,  and  Dyaks  against  Dyaks.  The  con- 
dition of  the  latter  was  miserable  in  the  extreme ;  they 
were  exposed  to  eveiy  exaction,  their  children  were  taken 
from  them  for  slaves,  their  villages  were  attacked  and 
often  destroyed  by  piratic  tribes  &om  the  adjacent  rivers, 
and  the  destruction  of  their  crops  often  exposed  them  to 
the  extremity  of  famine.  To  the  Malays  the  Dyaks  were 
people  to  be  plundered  in  eveiy  way,  and  when  it  could 
not  be  done  openly,  it  was  efTected  by  means  of  tax- 
collecting  and  forced  trade,  against  which  the  poor  Dyaks 
were  at  first  afiraid  to  complain.  In  a  very  few  years 
this  system  was  wholly  changed ;  the  Dyaks  were  pro- 
tected &om  plunder  and  imposition  so  long  as  they  paid 
the  moderate  tax  levied  upon  them,  and  the  Malay  chiefs 
obtained  their  dues  with  more  regularity,  and  without  the 
need  of  supporting  a  crowd  of  followers  who  lived  on 
plunder.  The  Malays  who  had  formerly  administered 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  district  were  kept  in  office,  and 
as  no  new  laws  were  made  without  their  advice  and 
co-operation,  neither  their  emoluments  nor  their  dignity 
were  seriously  interfered  with. 

The  littie  opposition  Mr.  Brooke  experienced  in 
maVing  these  radical  changes  was  largely  due  to  his 
extremely  conciliating  and  dignified  manner,  so  accordant 
with  the  Malay  character ;  and  to  his  having  acquired 
the  Malay  language  by  intercourse  with  the  higher  classes, 
and  being  able  to  speak  it  with  great  purity  and  ease. 
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He  was  also  tolerant  of  native  prejudices^  and  had  studied 
the  native  character  so  completely  that  he  well  knew  how 
to  influence  it  His  personal  courage^  and  the  sagacity 
and  boldness  with  which  he  detected  and  put  down  some 
of  the  early  conspiracies  against  his  rule,  won  the  better 
class  of  chiefs  to  his  side ;  and  the  great  respect  he  always 
paid  to  the  Mahometan  religion,  even  using  the  precepts 
of  the  Koran  as  the  foundation  of  many  of  his  amend- 
ments of  the  law,  disarmed  the  opposition  of  the  piiestB> 
and  enabled  him  subsequently  to  introduce  English 
missionaries  among  the  Dyaks  without  exciting  the  least 
animosity. 

No  less  wisdom  was  shown  by  the  mode  in  ndiich 
justice  was  administered.  Three  courts  were  established, 
a  police  court,  a  general  court,  and  a  native  leligious 
court — the  latter  chiefly  for  the  settlement  of  cases  relat- 
ing to  marriage  or  divorce.  The  police  court  dealt  with 
the  simplest  cases,  the  general  court  with  all  other  cases 
civil  and  criminal  There  were  no  lawyers,  and  hardly 
any  forms.  The  parties  in  dispute  appeared  with  their 
witnesses.  They  gave  their  evidence  and  were  examined 
by  the  judge,  assisted  by  the  native  chiefs,  and  by  any 
European  residents  who  chose  to  be  present,  and  they 
obtained  sutetantial,  cheap,  and  speedy  justice.  The 
Bajah  had  associated  with  him  in  the  government  a  small 
body  of  Englishmen,  carefully  selected,  and  who  took 
their  tone  and  manner  from  him ;  and  every  native  knew 
well  that  if  he  was  wronged  he  could  get  redress,  and  that 
the  wealth  or  power  of  his  oppressor  would  avail  nothing 
with  his  judges. 

The  success  of  this  system  of  rule  was  never  better 
shown  than  during  the  Chinese  insurrection,  when,  having 
narrowly  escaped  with  his  life — his  friends  killed  or 
wounded,  his  house  burnt  down,  and  much  of  the  town 
destroyed — ^the  whole  population,  Malay  and  Dyak  ahke. 
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rallied  round  the  English  Bajah,  drove  out  and  almost 
exterminated  the  invaders,  and  tiiumphantlj  brought  him 
back  to  rule  over  them.  In  what  other  country  shall  we 
find  rulers  alien  in  race,  language,  and  religion,  yet  so 
endeared  to  their  subjects?  And  the  phenomenon  is 
still  more  marvellous  when  we  consider  that  these  sub- 
jects were  themselves  of.  two  races — a  superior  and  an 
inferior,  an  oppressmg  and  an  oppressed ;  yet  both  alike 
joined  to  bring  back  the  foreign  ruler  who  had  introduced 
equality  and  had  stopped  oppression.  This  example 
shows  us  that  the  art  of  governing  half-dvilised  races  is 
not  so  complex  and  difficult  as  has  been  supposed.  It 
requires  no  peculiar  legal,  or  diplcmiatic,  or  legislative 
training ;  but  chiefly  patience,  and  good  feeling,  and  the 
absence  of  prejudice.  The  great  thing  is,  not  to  be  in  a 
hurry*  to  avoid  over-legislation,  law-forms,  and  legal 
subtleties ;  to  aim  first  to  make  the  people  contented  and 
happy  in  their  own  way,  even  if  that  way  should  be 
quite  opposed  to  European  theories  of  how  they  ought  to 
be  happy.  On  such  principles  Sir  James  Brooke's 
success  was  founded^  It  is  true,  he  spent  a  fortune 
instead  of  makiug  one ;  but  he  had  Ms  reward  in  having 
brought  peace,  and  safety,  and  plenty,  where  there  was 
before  war,  and  oppression,  and  famine,  and  in  leaving 
behind  him,  over  the  whole  of  northern  Borneo,  a  reputa- 
tion for  wisdom,  for  goodness,  and  for  honour,  which  will 
dignify  the  name  of  "  Englishman"  for  generations  to  come.^ 

^  This  account  of  Sir  James  Brooke's  mle  is  chiefly  founded  on  the 
editor's  personal  observation.  We  may  add  the  testimony  of  Mr.  St  John, 
who  tells  us,  that  Sarawak  appears  to  the  natiyes  of  the  western  coast  of 
Borneo  Uke  an  oasis  to  the  wandering  Arab,  and  it  is  often  visited  by  the 
people  of  the  neighbonring  countries  as  a  sort  of  curiosity — so  rare  is 
security  for  life  and  property,  and  freedom  firom  oppression  I  A  party  of 
Dyaks  from  the  Upper  Kapnas  river  once  arrived  in  Euching  (the  chief 
town  of  Sarawak)  after  fifteen  days'  journey,  ni^erely  to  discover  whether  or 
not  it  were  true  that  the  Dyaks  were  there  living  in  peace  and  comfort 
—{Life  in  the  Forests  of  the  Far  JSaH,  vol  ii  p.  823.) 
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Having  suppressed  piracy  in  the  adjacent  rivers,  the 
Bajah  obtained  from  the  Sultan  of  Borneo  the  govern- 
ment of  all  the  coast,  as  far  as  Kiderong  Point,  more  than 
half-way  to  Bruni,  including  the  entire  vaUeys  of  the 
Batang  Lupar,  Bejang,  and  Bintulu  rivers,  inhabited  hy 
many  warlike  tribes  which  the  Sultan's  government  had 
never  been  able  to  keep  in  order.  The  Sarawak  tenitoiy 
is  therefore  now  about  300  miles  long  and  tram  50  to 
100  miles  wide,  comprising  much  valuable  land,  grand 
forests  and  mountains,  and  several  navigable  rivers.  The 
Bejang  is  the  most  important  of  these,  as  its  mouth  has 
a  depth  of  five  fathoms  at  high  water,  and  contanues 
equally  deep  for  130  miles.  There  can  be  little  doubt, 
therefore,  that  this  valley  will  some  day  be  the  seat  of  a 
flourishing  community. 

The  people  inhabiting  the  territory  are  various.  The 
Malays  proper  abound  most  at  Sarawak  itself,  with  a  few 
settled  on  the  banks  of  almost  every  river  and  creek. 
The  Chinese  abound  most  at  Sarawak  and  at  the  gold 
mines  up  the  river.  Some  are  working  gold  in  the 
Batang  Lupar  river,  and  there  are  petty  traders  eveiy* 
where.  The  Land  Dyaks  occupy  Lundu  and  the  interior 
of  the  Sarawak,  Samuaham,  and  Sadong  rivers.  The  Sea 
Dyaks  are  found  chiefly  to  the  eastward  of  the  Sadong 
river,  and  were  formerly  many  of  them  pirates.  Milanows 
are  settled  at  the  mouths  of  the  Bejang,  Bintulu,  and 
several  of  the  smaller  rivers.  Several  tattooed  races, 
known  as  Kanowits,  Pakatans,  and  Punans,  live  inland 
between  the  Bejang  and  Bintulu ;  and  beyond  them  are 
the  Kyans,  who  have  already  been  alluded  to.  Taking 
all  these  together  at  the  most  moderate  estimate,  Mr.  St 
John  thinks  they  amount  to  at  least  240,000  persons. 

The  present  Bajah  is  Mr.  Charles  Johnson  Brooke, 
nephew  of  Sir  James  Brooke,  and  adopted  as  his  son  and 
successor  by  the  Malay  chiefs  before  Sir  James  finally 
left  Borneo. 
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7.  Present  Condition  of  Sarawak, 

In  the  Consular  reports  presented  to  Parliament, 
and  dated  Febmaiy  1878,  is  one  by  Consnl-General 
Ussher  on  the  present  condition  of  Sarawak ;  and  as  this 
is  a  matter  which  cannot  fail  to  interest  eveiy  English- 
man, we  will  conclude  this  chapter  with  some  facts  and 
extracts  from  this  important  and  authoritatiTe  paper. 

8.  Native  Pqptdatian. 

As  to  the  present  condition  of  the  native  populations, 
we  are  told  that  "the  once  piratical  tribe,  who,  in 
common  with  the  Balanini  and  Blanuns,  once  devastated 
the  Archipelago,  since  their  subjugation  by  Sir  James 
Brooke  have  proved  to  be  among  the  staunchest  and 
most  loyal  supporters  of  the  Brooke  dynasty,  and  are 
principally  relied  on  as  a  local  militia  in  case  of  trouble. 

"  The  Chinese  in  Sarawak  are  now  an  orderly  and 
well-conducted  community,  and  although  many  times 
more  numerous  than  they  were,  would  never  again'  dream 
of  such  a  lash  experiment  as  their  outbreak  of  1857. 
The  conspiracy  was  supposed  to  have  been  incited  prin- 
cipally by  exaggerated  news  of  English  disasters  in  China, 
and  to  have  had  extensive  ramifications  elsewhere.  The 
Government  of  Sarawak  has  since  then  instituted  a  heavy 
penalty  against  those  taking  part  in  a  'huey'  or  secret 
Chinese  society,  the  members  of  which  in  Sarawak,  as 
well  as  in  Singapore  and  Penang,  are  generally  the 
instigators  of  riotous  and  rebellious  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  Chinese. 

''The  Malays  of  Sarawak  struck  me  as  being'  a 
superior  race  to  those  of  BrunL  Many  of  the  chiefs 
have  pleasant  faces,  and  exhibit  an  intelligence  that  has 
probably  been  called  into  existence  by  the  active  part 

2  B 
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they  are  permitted  to  take  in  the  govenimeiit  of  the 
countiy. 

"  The  Dyaks  appear  to  be  steadily  improving ;  their 
country^  once  a  terror  to  strangers  as  tiie  land  of  *  head- 
hunters/  is  now  orderly  and  safe ;  and  their  chie&  take 
an  active  part  in  the  management  of  their  own  local 
affairs,  and  are  subsidised  and  recognised  by  the  general 
Government" 

9.  GovemmerU, 

"  The  Grovemment  of  Sarawak  may  be  termed  a  mild 
despotism,  its  arrangements  being  in  their  general  features 
and  effect  not  unlike  the  constitution  of  a  Crown  colony. 
The  Bajah  is  the  absolute  head  of  the  State,  and  he 
possesses  the  power  of  spontaneous  and  independent 
action ;  this  power  is,  however,  rarely  exercised,  and  for 
all  practical  purposes  of  local  and  general  government  he 
is  assisted  by  a  legislative  council  composed  of  two 
Europeans  and  five  native  Malay  chiefs. 

"  A  larger  assembly  or  council  is  periodically  held, 
composed  of  the  principal  representatives,  native  as  well 
as  European,  of  the  several  districts.  It  numbers  between 
50  and  60  members,  and  sits  once  in  three  years,  or  when 
specially  summoned  to  discuss  important  and  pressing 
business.  Any  important  change  in  the  law  or  modifica- 
tion of  native  custom,  would  be  considered  by  the  General 
Council,  and  rejected  or  confirmed  as  occasion  might 
suggest. 

"The  government  of  the  various  districts  and  out- 
stations,  forts  and  rivers,  is  entrusted  mostly  to  European 
officers,  who  are  termed  residents,  assisted  by  subordinate 
or  assistant-residents,  and  by  native  or  Eurasian  and 
Chinese  clerks.  The  total  number  of  the  European  staff 
is  now  nineteerL" 

There  is  a  long  discussion   in  the  Seport  on  the 
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system  of  slavery  univeisal  among  the  Malays,  and  its 
treatment  by  Sir  James  Brooke  and  his  successor,  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  which  will  be  sufficient  here. 

''  To  summarise,  the  general  tendency  of  the  Sarawak 
laws  and  regulations  respecting  slavery  is  to  abolish  the 
system  gradually  and  efiPectively  without  disturbance,  to 
face  a  social  evil,  and  by  recognising  it^  to  reduce  it 
to  within  the  narrowest  limits,  pending  its  total  abolition." 

10.  Military  Force. 

**  The  permanent  military  force  of  Sarawak  consists  of 
a  well-drilled  and  effective  body  of  men  termed  the 
"Sarawak  Bangers;"  they  number  about  200,  and  are 
well  made  and  of  powerful  physique,  being  mainly 
recruited  from  the  Dyaks,  whose  beauty  of  form,  united 
with  their  strength  and  activity,  is  rarely  to  be  sur- 
passed. They  are  neatly  dressed  in  white  tunics  and 
trousers,  with  black  braid  ornaments,  and  are  armed  with 
the  Snider  carbine.  The  forts  at  the  out-stations  are 
massive  wooden  structures  armed  with  a  few  smooth- 
bore guns  of  old  pattern,  and  manned  by  a  dozen  fort- 
men.  They  are  fourteen  in  number,  and  are  mostly 
occupied  by  the  European  officers  of  the  districts. 

"The  militia,  which  constitutes  the  real  force  of 
Sarawak  in  the  hour  of  danger,  is  composed  of  all  the 
able-bodied  men  in  the  tribes  of  the  Batang  Lupar, 
Serebas,  and  other  Sea  Dyaks;  of  the  same  tribes,  in 
fact,  the  subjugation  of  whom  by  the  late  Sir  James 
Brooke,  and  their  transformation  into  defenders  of  their 
country  &om  their  former  occupation  of  bloodthirsty 
pirates,  was  the  subject  of  so  much  misunderstanding  in 
England,  and  the  cause  of  much  undeserved  animadversion 
on  a  high-spirited  and  humane  ruler.  These  people  could 
turn    out    about    25,000    warriors,   who  are   ready   to 
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assemble  at  the  summons  of  the  Grovemment,  and  devote 
themselves  to  its  defence.  In  consideration  of  Uieir 
services  they  receive  exemption^  partial  or  complete,  from 
the  capitation  tax." 

The  naval  force  of  Sarawak  comprises  the  gonboat 
'*  Aline  "  a  fine  vessel,  a  screw  steamer  of  about  250  tons 
burden,  and  two  heavy  river  steam-launches. 

Besides  the  forts,  the  most  striking  buildings  are  the 
*'  Astana,"  or  residence  of  the  Bajah  at  Kuching,  a  hand- 
some and  well-ordered  dwelling,  replete  with  every  com- 
fort, and  surrounded  with  tastefully  laid  out  grounds 
There  is  also  a  court-house,  fort,  barracks,  and  prison. 
Several  roculs  are  being  cut  through  the  forest  in  various 
directions ;  but  the  principal  means  of  communication  lie 
in  the  numerous  rivers  and  streams  intersecting  the 
country. 

11.  Exports  and  Imparts — Bevenue,  etc 

The  chief  native  products  of  Sarawak  are  as  follows : 
— raw  sago,  sago  flour,  pearl  sago,  antimony,  quicksilver, 
gold,  diamonds,  coal,  timber,  gutta-percha,  india-mbber, 
cocoa-nuts,  rice,  gambier,  dammar,  canes,  and  dyewoods. 
Of  these,  sago,  quicksilver,  antimony,  gambier,  gutta-percha, 
and  rattan-canes  are  at  present  the  most  important 

The  imports  consist  mostly  of  opium,  salt,  tobacco, 
cloth,  crockery,  and  brass  ware.  The  trade  is  steadHy 
improving,  especially  in  cultivated  products  as  compared 
with  jungle  produce,  the  exports  during  the  year  1880 
amounting  to  about  £250,000. 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  are  nearly  balanced,  and 
show  a  slow  but  steady  increase.  For  the  year  1879  the 
revenue  was  £45,860,  and  the  expenditure  £38,326, 
showing  a  surplus  of  £7,534. 
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12.  Beligian  and  JEdtication, 

There  is  a  missioii  in  Sarawak  sent  out  by  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  GospeL  It  is  presided  over 
by  Dr.  Chambers,  Bishop  of  Laboan,  Sarawak,  and  Singa- 
pore. It  niunbers  about  six  members  scattered  over  the 
territory.  Its  efforts  do  not  appear  to  have  been  attended 
with  marked  success,  the  number  of  converts  being  but 
few.  Each  mission  station  has  a  school  attached  to  it. 
The  Sarawak  Gk)vemment  has  three  Government  schools — 
two  in  £uching  and  one  in  Upper  Sarawak. 

13.  General  Remarks  on  the  Character  and  Infiv^ence  of 

the  Sarawak  Government. 

"  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  Sarawak  presents  one 
of  the  few  remaining  chances  of  existence  to  the  enervated 
and  indolent  race  of  Malays.  Under  such  a  government, 
which  appears  to  strive  to  impress  them  with  a  sense  of 
their  duty  to  the  State,  as  well  as  with  a  feeling  of  self- 
respect,  by  inducing  and  encouraging  them  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  the 
Malays  of  Sarawak  ought  to  prosper;  and  they  have, 
moreover,  continually  before  their  eyes  the  example  of  the 
misgovemment  and  anarchy  existing  in  the  wretched 
kingdom  of  Borneo  proper,  which  is  apparently  hastening 
to  ruin  and  decay. 

"  The  policy  of  the  Sarawak  Government  appears  to 
me  to  be  just  and  equitable  towards  the  native  Dyak  and 
other  races.  It  may  fairly  be  assumed  to  be  so,  if  we 
take  as  a  test  the  fact  that  extensive  tribes  of  savages 
have  been  transmuted  from  lawless  head-hunters  and 
pirates  into  comparatively  peaceful  agriculturists.  The 
crime  of  head-hunting  is  now  scarcely  known  in  Sarawak. 
Indeed,  I  regret  to  state  that  it  appears  to  be  more  com- 
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men  in  the  territories  of  the  Sultan  than  elsewhere,  and 
two  cases  have  been  absolutely  before  me  of  head-taking 
within  the  British  colony  of  Labuan  itself,  where  a  panic 
on  that  account  existed  for  some  time.  The  same  re- 
marks apply  to  the  crime  of  piracy.  What  little  piracy 
exists  on  the  western  coasts  of  Borneo  is  not  to  be  foond 
within  the  dominions  or  seaboard  of  Sarawak.  It  is 
rather  to  be  looked  for  in  the  territories  on  the  north-west 
coasts  of  Bruni  within  the  nominal  juxisdiction  of  the 
Sultan,  and  to  a  greater  extent  on  the  north-east  coast 

''  One  of  the  principal  reconmiendations  attaching  in 
the  eyes  of  the  native  to  European  rule  in  Sarawak,  is 
the  honesty  of  its  administration,  especially  in  pecumaiy 
matters.  The  object  of  the  Malay  nobles  in  the  olden 
times,  and  indeed  now  in  the  territories  of  Bruni,  was  to 
squeeze  as  much  as  might  be  from  the  wretched  aborigines; 
whereas  the  principal  object  of  the  European  appears  to 
them  to  be  to  solve  the  problem  of  how  to  cany  on  an 
effective  government  at  tixe  lightest  possible  cost  to  its 
subjects. 

''  Another  recommendation  in  the  eyes  of  the  native 
is  the  possibility  of  obtaining  even-handed  if  rough  jus* 
tice.  It  is  not  necessary,  as  they  see  and  admit  with 
satisfaction,  that  litigants  should  enter  into  a  pecuniary 
competition  with  their  opponents  to  purchase  the  favour 
and  countenance  of  their  judges. 

"  The  occasions  requiring  the  employment  of  armed 
force  are  becoming  rare,  and  disturbances  are  strictly  local 
The  real  power  of  Sarawak  is  based  upon  the  remembrance 
and  gratitude  due  to  the  late  Bajah  Sir  James  Brooke,  as 
weU  as  upon  the  firm  administration  and  even-handed 
justice  of  the  present  government.  No  one  visiting  Saia* 
wak  can  fail  to  observe  the  respect  and  affection  in  which 
the  present  rajah  and  Ms  family  are  held  by  the  entire 
community.     The  fact  is  as  noticeable  among  Europeans 
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as  among  the  natdves ;  and  I  may  observe  that  the  mode- 
rately paid  but  fairly  efficient  European  staff  is  socially 
on  a  par  with  the  officials  of  the  generality  of  our  colonies. 
The  mode  of  life  among  the  European  body  is  quiet  and 
unostentatious,  but  of  hospitality  there  is  abundance,  and 
no  visitor  leaves  Sarawak  without  pleasant  reminiscences 
of  his  stay. 

"  A  farther  noteworthy  feature  is  to  be  found  in  the 
results  obtained  with  so  little  money.  It  is  not  every 
government  that  on  a  yearly  revenue  of  £40,000  would 
be  enabled  effectively  to  role  25,000  square  miles  of  ter- 
ritory with  a  population  of  over  200,000  souls,  to  keep 
up  a  respectable  standing  military  force,  to  garrison  and 
maintain  fourteen  forts,  to  pay  a  competent  staff  of  Euro- 
pean officers  and  native  authorities,  to  maintain  three 
gunboats,  to  protect  commerce  and  agriculture,  and  gener- 
ally to  guarantee  safety  to  life  and  property  within  its 
limits." 

This  authoritative  statement  as  to  the  present  condi- 
tion  of  Sarawak  must  be  highly  gratifying  to  all  friends 
and  admirers  of  the  late  Sir  James  Brooke.  Under  the 
cautious  phraseology  of  an  official  report,  we  cannot  fail 
to  see  the  record  of  a  splendid  and  almost  unexampled 
success  in  the  art  of  government, — a  success  effected  under 
difficulties  far  above  the  average,  and  to  be  estimated  by 
a  standard  far  truer  than  that  of  commercial  development, 
the  happiaess  and  contentment  of  the  entire  population. 

The  history  of  the  English  Bajahs  of  Sarawak  is  well 
worthy  of  study  by  politicians  and  statesmen;  and  it 
opens  up  the  great  question  of  whether  the  future  of  the 
human  race  might  not  be  benefited  by  the  extension  of 
the  system  here  inaugurated,  of  the  free  government  of 
small  semi-barbarous  states,  under  trained  and  educated 
English  gentlemen,  untrammelled  by  the  cramping  infiu- 
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ence  of  official  subordinationy  and  unbtutheiied  by  the 
dead  weight  of  a  complex  goyemmental  oiganisation  and 
an  elaborate  system  of  legal  and  official  piecedents.  What 
finer  field  can  we  imagine  for  the  energies  of  young  m^ 
of  talent  and  fortune,  than  thus  taking  part  in  the  raisizig 
of  depressed  races,  the  formation  of  fine  states,  and  the 
advancement  of  civilisation?  And  what  more  admirable 
means  can  be  suggested  of  elevating  such  races,  than  the 
being  placed  under  the  rule  of  men  whose  one  object 
would  be  to  save  them  &om  oppression,  misrule,  and  sodal 
miseiy,  to  educate  them  to  self-government,  and  so  enable 
them  to  grow  unfettered  to  whatever  degree  of  civilisation 
they  are  capable  of  attaining? 

14.  Lajbvan. 

The  other  English  settlement  in  Borneo — ^Labuan, 
was,  as  already  stated,  purchased  by  our  Government  of  the 
Sultan  of  Borneo  in  1846.  It  is  a  small  island  situated 
nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Bruni  river,  12  miles 
long  and  6  or  6  broad,  covered  with  forests,  and  having 
a  good  harbour.  There  is  here  a  valuable  coal  mine, 
the  seam  being  11  feet  thick,  worked  by  an  English  com- 
pany.    The  population  of  the  island  in  1871  was  4898. 

The  chief  trade  is  from  the  products  of  the  adjacent 
coasts  of  Borneo,  such  as  sago,  beeswax,  edible  birds'  nests, 
camphor,  hides,  rattans,  tortoise-shell,  and  tripang.  These 
are  mostly  sent  to  Singapore  in  exchange  for  cotton  goods, 
hardware,  opium,  and  other  articles  suitable  for  native 
consumption.  The  exports  in  1 8 7 9  amounted  to  £1 68,253. 

1 5.  Chief  Tovms,  Islands,  etc 

The  largest  and  most  interesting  town  in  Borneo  is 
the  native  city  of  Bruni,  situated  on  the  river  of  the  same 
name  about  14  miles  from  its  mouth.     The  river  here 
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expands  into  a  small  laike  with  islands  and  mnd-banks,  on 
which,  as  well  as  on  the  shores  of  the  river,  the  houses 
aie  built  supported  on  posts.  There  are  regular  streets 
in  the  water,  and  the  only  communication  is  by  boats. 
In  these  water-streets  the  market  is  held  every  day,  the 
country  people  coming  in  with  their  produce,  and  buyers 
coming  to  them  in  their  canoes.  The  houses  are  all  of 
wood  and  thatch.  It  is  a  native  Venice,  but,  as  Mr.  St. 
John  says,  really  a  "Venice  of  hovels."  Seen  from  a 
distance,  it  is  beautiful  and  picturesque,  but  on  a  near 
approach  dirty  and  squalid.  The  river  is  sluggish  and 
muddy,  and  tibe  emanation  from  the  exposed  mud-banks 
so  ofiensive  as  to  tarnish  the  gold  and  silver  epaulettes 
of  uniforms  to  the  colour  of  dirt  The  population  is  vari- 
ously estimated  at  from  25,000  to  40,000  inhabitants. 

Pontianak  is  the  next  town  of  importance  in  Borneo, 
being  the  chief  Dutch  settlement,  with  a  considerable 
number  of  European  residents.  Banjaimassing,  in  the 
south-east,  is  less  populous. 

Kuching,  the  capital  town  of  Sarawak,  is  now  a  place 
of  considerable  trade,  and  the  residence  of  several  Euro- 
pean merchants.  When  Sir  James  Brooke  obtained  the 
rajahship,  the  town  had  a  small  population.  In  1848 
Mr.  St.  John  estimated  it  at  6000,  while  it  has  now  in- 
creased to  15,000  or  20,000,  doing  a  large  trade  and 
steadily  growing  in  importance.  It  has  forts,  barracks, 
a  court-house,  prison,  etc.  The  residence  of  the  rajah  is 
called  the  "Astana,"  and  is  a  handsome  building  sur- 
rounded with  tastefully  laid  out  grounds. 

There  are  veiy  few  islands  of  importance  belonging 
to  Borneo.  The  largest  is  Pulo  Laut  at  the  south-east 
comer,  and  only  separated  from  it  by  a  narrow  strait.  It 
is  hilly,  covered  with  forests,  and  inhabited  by  Malays. 

Caiimata  Island,  on  the  south-west,  is  about  10  miles 
long,  and  50  miles  from  the  coast  of  Borneo.     It  is  2000 
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feet  high,  but  uninhabited,  though  yisited  hj  itinerant 
Malays,  who  collect  tortoise-shell  and  tripang  £rom  the 
coasts,  and  edible  birds'  nests  from  the  rocks. 

The  group  of  the  Tambelan  Islands  lies  off  the  western 
extremity  of  Borneo  at  the  distance  of  nearly  100  miles. 
The  largest  is  only  about  6  miles  across.  Ihey  are  gra- 
nitic and  covered  with  forests,  and  are  inhabited  by  Malays. 

Off  the  north-western  point,  at  a  distance  of  nearly 
150  miles,  is  the  island  of  Great  Natuna,  with  several 
smaller  ones  around  it  and  nearer  the  coast.  It  is  about 
12  miles  long  and  nearly  3000  feet  high,  forming  a  good 
landmark.  It  has  mouse-deer,  wild  hogs,  monkeys,  and 
squirrels,  as  well  as  domestic  cattle,  goats,  and  buffaloea 
It  is  covered  with  forests.  The  inhabitants  are  Malays. 
These  islands,  as  well  as  the  Tambelans,  are  under  Ae 
authority  of  the  Sultan  of  lingen,  and  through  him  under 
the  protection  of  the  Dutch. 

The  only  other  islands  worth  noting  are  Balambangan 
and  Balguey,  near  the  north-eastern  extremity  of  Borneo, 
the  former  16,  the  latter  25  miles  long.  Balambangan 
was  ceded  to  the  English  in  1762,  and  attempts  were 
made  to  settle  on  it  in  1775  and  again  in  1803,  bat  it 
was  found  to  be  worthless. 

In  1877  the  Sultans  of  Brunei  and  Sooloo  ceded 
absolutely,  for  a  money  consideration,  the  whole  northern 
peninsula  of  Borneo,  a  territory  of  some  20,000  square 
miles,  to  private  individuals,  who  thereupon  transferred 
their  sovereign  rights  to  a  limited  Liability  Company. 
The  British  Government  has  since  granted  a  charter  to 
the  North  Borneo  Compjmy,  by  virtue  of  which  its  deputed 
managers  become  nearly  absolute  rulers  (under  the  suze- 
rainty of  Great  Britain)  of  a  territory  as  large  as  Holland, 
with  100,000  native  inhabitants.  Time  will  show  whether 
government  by  a  conmiercial  corporation  wiQ  be  as  success- 
ful in  social  and  moral  results  as  that  by  disinterested  Eng- 
lish gentlemen  in  another  part  of  the  same  great  island. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

CELEBES. 

1.  Position^  ExtenJtf  and  (hUlins. 

Celebes  is  the  fourth  island  in  magnitude  in  the  archi- 
pelago, being  a  little  larger  than  Luzon,  and  only  sur- 
passed by  Borneo,  New  Guinea,  and  Sumatra.  It  is 
situated  to  the  east  of  Borneo,  and  has  the  Moluccas  on  the 
east,  the  Philippines  on  the  north,  and  the  island  of  Mores 
on  the  south.  The  equator  traverses  its  northern  portion, 
and  it  extends  from  1^"*  north,  to  5f  °  south  latitude.  Its 
shape  is  most  peculiar  and  fantastic,  unlike  that  of  any 
other  island  except  the  much  smaller  Gilolo  to  the  east- 
ward. It  consists  of  a  central  mass,  from  which  radiate 
four  enormous  arms,  forming  three  deep  golfs  on  the  east 
side,  while  the  west  has  a  curved  and  nearly  even  coast- 
line ;  and  the  whole  was  likened  by  the  Portuguese  histo* 
rian  De  Couto  to  a  huge  grasshopper.  Its  greatest  length 
between  the  extremities  of  the  northern  and  southern 
peninsulas  is  about  750  miles,  their  average  breadth  being 
about  60  miles.  The  two  eastern  peninsulas  are  shorter, 
but  a  little  wider,  and  the  total  area  is  about  54,000 
geographical  square  miles. 

2.  Fhysical  Featwres, 

Very  little  is  known  of  the  interior  of  Celebes  except 
at  its  northern  and  southern  extremities,  but  it  is  certain 
that  each  of  its  peninsulas  is  traversed  by  a  mountain- 
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chain,  while  the  central  mass  is  probably  a  mountainous 
table-land.  The  extremity  of  the  northern  peninsula  is 
the  only  portion  where  active  volcanoes  are  known  to 
exist,  the  loftiest  of  these,  the  Elabat  mountain,  having  an 
altitude  of  over  7000  feet.  At  the  north- western  angle 
the  Donda  mountain  is  said  to  be  near  10,000  feet  hig^; 
and,  at  the  extreme  south,  the  peak  of  Bontbain  is 
marked  in  the  Dutch  maps  as  being  still  higher ;  but  its 
appearance  firom  the  sea  does  not  justify  such  an  estimate. 
The  eastern  peninsulas  are  the  least  known,  but  they  aie 
probably  not  so  lofty  as  the  northern  and  southern.  All 
the  peninsulas  have  islands  at  their  extremities,  and  these 
are  much  larger  and  more  nximerous  to  the  east,  where 
they  fringe  the  coasts  as  well  as  the  extremities  of  the 
peninsulas.  This  renders  it  bighly  probable  that  the 
present  form  of  the  island  is  due  to  a  depression  of  the 
eastern  side,  which  has  broken  up  this  portion  into 
detached  islands,  and  submeiged  the  great  valleys,  till 
they  have  become  the  wide  gulfs  that  now  penetrate 
almost  to  its  centre. 

The  rivers  of  Celebes  are  necessarily  small,  the  largest 
beiag  the  Sadang,  which  is  supposed  to  rise  in  the  central 
plateau,  and  enters  the  sea,  on  the  west  coast,  a  little 
north  of  Par^  Par^  Bay,  after  a  course  of  about  160 
miles.  The  river  Chiurana,  which  has  its  mouth  on  the 
east  side  of  the  southern  peninsula,  north  of  Boni,  is  navi- 
gable by  good-sized  native  vessels  as  fiur  as  Lake  Luboya, 
a  distance  of  about  20  miles.  Two  other  lakes  are  said 
to  exist  in  the  central  plateau,  giviug  rise  to  rivers  which 
flow  to  the  east  coast. 

The  southern  peninsida  has  a  central  range  of  lime- 
stone and  basaltic  mountains,  and  extensive  open  plains, 
either  cultivated  as  rice-fields,  or  yielding  pasture  for 
horses  and  cattle.  The  northern  and  central  portions  of 
the  island  yield  much  gold,  and  are  therefore  probably 
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granitic,  while  iron,  tin,  and  copper,  are  said  to  be  found 
in  small  quantities.  The  Gulf  of  Tomini  or  Gorontalo  is 
the  country  which  yields  most  gold,  but  the  quantity  is 
unknown,  as  it  is  all  bought  up  by  native  Bugis  traders. 
This  countiy  would  ofier  a  fine  field  for  exploration  to  the 
naturalist 

3.  Natural  History, 

The  botany  of  Celebes  is  unfortunately  very  little 
known.  It  produces  neither  the  spices  of  the  Moluccas 
to  the  east,  nor  the  camphor  and  benzoin  of  Borneo  to 
the  west,  and  the  little  that  is  known  of  its  flora  indicates 
that  it  is  a  distinct  and  peculiar  one,  although  many  of 
the  coast  plants  are  identical  with  those  of  the  adjacent 
islands.  Of  its  zoology  we  have  much  more  knowledge, 
and  we  find  that  its  animals  are,  considering  its  position 
in  the  very  centre  of  the  archipelago,  wonderfully  peculiar. 
Taking  first  its  mammalia,  we  find  that  Celebes  differs 
broadly  from  Borneo  and  Java  in  having  no  tailed 
monkeys,  noinsectivora,  no  feline  or  canine  animals,  no  ele- 
phant, rhinoceros,  or  tapir.  It  has  only  five  large,and  eleven 
or  twelve  small  terrestrial  quadrupeds ;  the  former  are : — 
1,  A  large  black  tailless  baboon  or  ape ;  2,  a  deer ;  3,  a 
remarkable  small  wild  buffalo,  resembling  an  antelope ;  4, 
a  wild  pig ;  5,  the  babirusa  or  "  homed  pig."  The  smaller 
animals  are, — ^the  tarsier  (one  of  the  lemurs) ;  a  civet  cat ; 
five  squirrels ;  two  rats ;  and  two  kinds  of  cuscus,  a  mar- 
supial opossum-like  creature.  These  animals  may  be 
divided  into  three  groups.  Some — as  the  deer,  the  civet, 
and  the  tarsier,  are  identical  with  species  of  Borneo  and 
the  western  islands ;  and,  as  all  are  kept  as  domestic  pets 
by  the  Malays,  they  may  have  been  introduced,  and  have 
escaped  from  captivity.  Others — as  the  wild  pig,  the 
squirrels,  and  the  rats,  are  peculiar  species,  but  are  allied 
to  those  of  Borneo  and  Java,  and  thus  indicate  a  more 
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distant  period  of  immigration.  Others  again — as  the  ape, 
the  anoa,  a  wild  bufblo,  and  the  babirusa,  are  altogether 
peculiar.  Ko  aTumala  at  all  nearly  allied  to  them  aie  to 
be  foond  in  any  of  the  Asiatic  islands,  or  in  tact  asy- 
vbere  else ;  and  we  are  thus  led  to  speculate  on  their 


transmission  from  a  very  remote  epoch,  when  Celebes 
formed  part  of  a  continent  which  disappeared  before  the 
existing  Afdatic  islands  were  formed ;  for  on  any  other 
supposition  it  is  most  difficult  to  tmderstand  how  these 
singular  animals  should  have  been  preserved  in  Celebes 
and  nowhere  else.     And,  lastly,  we  have  the  marsupial 
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Cuscns^  indicating  that  the  island  has  received  some  of  its 
productions  from  the  Moluccas  or  New  Guinea,  where 
alone  these  animals  abound ;  and  we  have  also  two  forest 
rats  of  the  sub-genus  Gymnomys,  which  are  allied  to 
Australian  species. 

Turning  to  the  birds,  we  find  facts  of  equal  interest ; 
and,  considering  how  easy  it  is  for  this  class  to  pass  over 
narrow  seas,  even  more  extraordinary.  There  are  now 
about  160  species  of  land-birds  known  from  Celebes, 
belonging  to  124  generic  groups.  About  90  of  these 
species,  are  peculiar  to  it  and  the  small  adjacent  islands ; 
while,  of  the  remainder,  about  50  conie  from  the  Asiatic 
and  20  from  the  Australian  side.  This  is  what  we  might 
expect,  looking  at  the  great  extent  of  the  opposing  coasts 
of  Borneo,  which  are  much  richer  in  birds  than  the 
Moluccas.  The  peculiar  species  of  Celebes  are  generally 
related  to  birds  characteristic  of  one  side  or  the  other,  and 
in  this  way  also  we  find  the  Asiatic  side  preponderating 
in  the  proportion  of  24  to  15.  But,  if  we  look  at  the 
numW  of  genera  of  land-birds,  abundant  in  Borneo  or 
the  Moluccas,  which  are  absent  from  Celebes,  we  find  the 
most  striking  deficiency  on  the  Bomean  or  Asiatic  side. 
Thus,  8  important  families,  and  16  genera,  which  are 
highly  characteristic  of  Borneo  or  Java,  are  unknown  in 
Celebes ;  while,  of  the  Moluccan  groups  of  equal  import- 
ance there  are  only  1  family  and  12  genera  absent. 
These  remarkable  deficiencies,  quite  as  much  as  the  species 
it  actually  possesses,  stamp  the  character  of  the  Celebesian 
fauna,  and  give  a  clue  to  its  past  history. 

Taking  account  of  both  TnmnTr.film  and  birds,  of  which 
two  groups  alone  we  possess  sufficiently  detailed  informa- 
tion, we  cannot  doubt  the  great  antiquity  and  extreme 
isolation  of  this  island  from  the  rest  of  the  archipelago. 
The  three  remarkable  mammals, — the  ape-baboon  ((7y7k>- 
pithecus) ;  the  antelopean  buffalo  (Anoa),  and  the  spiral- 
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tusked  pig  (Babirusa),  as  well  as  a  carious  bee-eater  (Me- 
ropogan) ;  three  remarkable  genera  of  starlings  {Barilovnu, 
Enodea,  and  Scisairostrwrn)  ;  two  peculiar  magpies  {Str^pUh 
dUa  and  Charitomia)  ;  and  an  anomalous  kingfisher  (Gey* 
copsis),  have  none  of  them  any  near  allies  in  the  archi- 
pelago, and  are  only  remotely  connected  with  groups  now 
inhabiting  the  Asiatic  or  African  continents.  They  appear, 
in  fact,  to  be  remnants  of  the  Miocene  tBLxmsL,  at  a  period 
when  the  ancestors  of  all  the  chief  types  of  both  the 
temperate  and  tropical  zones  of  the  Eastern  hemisphere 
were  to  be  found  in  the  Euro-Asiatic  continent  The 
peculiarities  of  the  animal  life  of  Celebes  may  be  best 
X  explained  by  supposing  it  to  be  an  outlying  portion  of 

that  Miocene  continent,  which  became  detached  fiom  it, 
and  has  since  never  been  actually  joined  to  any  Asiatic 
or  Australian  land.  It  has  thus  preserved  to  us  some 
descendants  of  ancient  types,  and  these  have  become 
intermingled  with  such  immigiants  from  both  east  and 
west  as  were  enabled  to  establish  themselves  in  competi- 
tion with  the  ancient  inhabitants.  To  the  naturalist, 
therefore,  Celebes  is  an  island  of  extreme  interest.  It 
cannot  be  said  to  belong  either  to  the  eastern  or  the 
western  divisions  of  the  archipelago,  but  to  stand  almost 
exactly  midway  between  them ;  the  relic  of  a  more  ancient 
land,  and  dating  firom  a  period  perhaps  anterior  to  the 
separate  existence  of  any  of  the  islands. 

The  insects,  although  less  perfectly  known,  offer 
analogous  peculiarities  to  those  presented  by  the  higher 
animals.  They  are  isolated  alike  from  those  of  the  Sunda 
Islands  and  the  Moluccas,  and  present  certain  specialties 
of  form  and  coloration  not  found  elsewhere.  The  detaOs 
are  of  too  technical  a  nature  to  find  a  place  here,  but 
they  are  such  as  fully  to  confirm  the  general  conclusion 
.  we  have  arrived  at,  as  to  the  long-continued  isolation  of 
this  remarkable  country. 
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4.  Native  Baces  of  Celebes. 

From  what  has  been  said  of  the  extreme  antiquity  of 
Celebes,  and  the  peculiarity  and  isolation  of  its  animals, 
it  might  be  expected  that  some  equally  peculiar  tribes  of 
mankind  might  be  found  here,  or  even  some  relic  of 
primeval  man.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that  man  is 
pre-eminently  a  migrating  and  an  aggressive  animal,  the 
higher  or  more  energetic  races  constantly  displacing  the 
lower  or  less  physically  powerful;  so  that  his  present 
distribution  may  have  little  relation  to  the  ancient  his- 
tory of  the  countries  he  inhabits.  It  is  highly  probable 
that  a  low  and  primitive  race  did  once  inhabit  Celebes ; 
but  if  so,  it  has  completely  disappeared,  and  the  whole 
island  is  now  occupied  by  many  distinct  tribes  in  various 
stages  of  civilisation,  but  all  belonging  to  the  Malayan  race. 
They  may  be  roughly  classed  into  two  groups — ^the  Maho- 
metan semi-civilised  tribes,  and  the  Pagans,  who  are 
more  or  less  savages.  The  former  all  read  and  write, 
and  mostly  have  peculiar  alphabetic  characters;  they 
have  fixed  governments,  regular  clothing,  and  are  con- 
siderably advanced  in  agriculture  and  the  arts,  being,  in 
fact,  the  equals  of  the  true  Malays  and  the  Javanese.  The 
latter  are  more  or  less  complete  savages,  without  writing 
OP  fixed  governments,  usually  with  imperfect  bark  cloth- 
ing, and  without  the  arts  of  weaving  or  working  metals. 

The  most  important  of  the  Mahometan  tribes  are  the 
Bugis,  the  Mandars,  and  the  Macassars.  The  Bugis  occupy 
the  eastern  coast  and  a  good  deal  of  the  interior  of  the 
southern  peninsula,  their  chief  town  being  Boni.  They 
are  governed  by  a  Eajah,  and  speak  a  peculiar  language, 
which  they  write  in  a  peculiar  character.  The  Mandars, 
speaking  another  language,  occupy  the  western  portion  of 
the  island,  which  projects  out  into  the  Straits  of  Macassar, 
north   of   Cape   Mandar.      The   Macassars   inhabit   thf> 
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southern  and  western  extremity  of  the  peninsula.  Their 
chief  town,  and  the  residence  of  the  Bajah,  is  Goa,  only  a 
few  miles  from  Macassar,  the  Dutch  capital  of  Southern 
Celebes.  The  Macassar  people  speak  a  quite  distinct 
language,  and  even  the  character  in  which  they  write  it 
differs  from  that  used  by  the  Bugis.  Allied  people,  but 
speaking  two  distinct  languages,  inhabit  the  islands  of 
Salayer,  at  the  extremity  of  the  southern,  and  Bouton,  off 
the  end  of  the  south-eastern  peninsula.  When  the  Por- 
tuguese first  visited  the  island  in  1525,  the  Mahometan 
religion  had  only  just  been  introduced,  the  Manasftar 
people  being  the  first  to  adopt  it ;  and  in  about  a  hun- 
dred  years  it  spread  over  all  the  districts  where  it  now 
prevails,  the  conversion  having  been  effected  by  Malay 
and  Javanese  missionaries. 

All  the  remaining  inhabitants  of  Celebes  are,  or  have 
been  recently,  in  a  state  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
Dyaks  of  Borneo,  from  some  of  whom,  indeed,  they  may 
have  been  derived.  They  are,  some  of  them,  head- 
hunters,  and  even  cemnibals.  Human  skulls  omameat 
the  chiefs  houses,  and,  when  he  dies,  it  is  necessary  to 
obtain  two  fresh  human  skulls  with  which  to  adorn  his 
grave.  Some  curious  burying-places  exist  in  the  northern 
peninsula,  near  the  village  of  Sawangan,  which  have  been 
described  by  the  American  traveller  Bickmore.  These 
consist  of  what  may  be  termed  vertical  coffins,  consistiBg 
of  solid  rectangular  upright  stones,  deeply  hollowed  oat 
at  the  top,  so  as  to  receive  the  body,  and  covered  with  a 
roof-shaped  cap-stone,  adorned  with  rude  carvings  of 
human  figures  in  a  sitting  attitude,  the  knees  clasped  by 
the  hands.  This  elaborate  mode  of  burial,  if  coirectly 
described,  is,  I  believe,  unique  among  sav^e  tribes. 
These  northern  people,  however,  axe  somewhat  different 
from  the  Dyak-like  tribes  farther  south,  and  they  may 
have  affinities  with  some  of  the  indigenes  of  the  Philip- 
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pines,  or  of  the  islands  of  Northern  Polynesia.  Some  of 
them  are  very  fair  and  good-looking,  and,  except  for  their 
moderate  statnre,  seem  to  resemble  the  true  Polynesians 
of  the  Society  Islands.  In  the  district  of  Minahasa  they 
have  been  almost  all  converted  to  Cliristianity,  and  have 
become  an  orderly,  industrious,  and  intelligent  people. 
At  Tomor^,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  central  portion  of 
the  island  (and  probably  elsewhere),  the  natives  make 
bark  cloth,  closely  resembling  the  "  tapa "  of  the  Poly* 
nesians.  It  is  beaten  out  by  wooden  mallets  till  it  be- 
comes as  thin  and  tough  as  parchment ;  it  is  then  washed 
with  an  extract  from  some  bark,  which  gives  it  a  glossy 
surface,  and  renders  it  capable  of  withstanding  a  good 
shower  of  rain,  so  that  it  becomes  a  really  serviceable 
article  of  clothing. 

5.  DuU^  Possessions  and  Native  Kingdoms  in  Celebes, 

The  first  account  obtained  by  Europeans  of  the 
existence  of  Celebes  was  through  the  Spanish  author 
Barbosa,  who  travelled  in  the  East  in  the  early  part  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  who  describes  the  inhabitants 
as  ''  a  fair  people,  naked  &om  the  waist  upwards  (a  very 
common  habit  to  this  day),  who  come  to  the  Moluccas  to 
trade  for  spices,  copper,  tin,  and  cottons,  and  who  bring  in 
exchange  long  swords  and  much  gold."  And  he  adds : 
''  These  people  eat  human  flesh,  and  if  the  king  of 
Molucca  has  a  criminal  to  execute,  they  ask  for  him  as  a 
favour  to  eat,  as  if  asking  for  a  hog."  Some  years  later 
(in  1 640),  De  Couto  gives  a  fuller  description  of  "  the 
Celebes,"  then  supposed,  very  naturally,  to  consist  of 
several  distinct  islands.  He  mentions  the  "storied 
houses,  beautiful,  but  all  of  wood,"  referring  to  the  carved 
Malay  houses  raised  on  posts ;  states  that  the  people 
have  cotton,  iron,  copper,  lead,  and  much  gold ;  also  sandal- 
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wood,  sapan- wood,  and  good  cloth  of  silk  (probably  Ghinose). 
He  says  they  have  many  kinds  of  ships,  some  for  war,  others 
for  trade ;  that  the  Bugis  burned  their  dead,  and  collected 
the  ashes  in  urns,  which  they  buried,  and  over  them 
erected  temples,  ill  which  for  a  year  they  placed  food, 
which  dogs,  cats,  and  birds  cany  off;  and  that  they 
prayed,  looking  up  to  the  skies,  with  their  hands  raised. 
The  people  of  Macassar,  on  the  other  hand,  buried  their 
dead.  Mr.  Crawfurd  thinks  this  shows  that  the  Bugis 
had  been  converted  to  a  rude  form  of  Hinduism  before  they 
adopted  the  Mahometan  faith. 

6.  Macassar, 

The  Portuguese  first  visited  Celebes  for  trade  in  1540, 
but  made  no  permanent  settlements.  The  Dutch  did  not 
begin  to  trade  with  the  island  till  1607.  About  thirty 
years  later  they  made  a  treaty  with  the  Macassars  of 
Goa,  and  in  1660  conquered  them,  and  established  them- 
selves at  Macassar.  Many  succeeding  wars  have  resulted 
in  their  obtaining  two  detached  portions  of  territory  in 
the  southern  peninsula, — one  extending  about  forty  miles 
north  of  Macassar,  and  about  twenty-five  miles  inland ; 
the  other  commencing  just  south  of  the  Groa  river,  and 
extending  round  the  coast  to  the  river  Tanka,  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  peninsula,  including  Bonthain  and  the 
island  of  Salayer.  These  form  the  government  of  Macas- 
sar, the  independent  State  of  the  Bajah  of  Goa  having  an 
exit  to  the  coast  between  the  two  portions,  and  approach- 
ing within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  Dutch  town  itself. 
The  population  of  this  government,  which  includes  Sala- 
yer and  the  islands  near  it,  was  estimated  in  1868  at 
324,270.  The  town  of  Macassar  is  neat  and  well  laid 
out,  with  straight  streets,  kept  clean  by  means  of  narrow 
canals,  into  which  the  tidal  waters  are  admitted  at  high 
tide,  and  allowed  to  run  out  at  low  water.     It  has  about 
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200  European  InhabitantB^  and  a  large  population  of 
natives,  as  well  as  many  Chinese  and  Javanese.  It  has 
been  made  a  free  port,  and  is  a  place  of  much  trade, 
being  the  emporiiun  of  many  of  the  native  vessels  which 
trade  to  the  Ara  Islands  and  New  Guinea.  The  district 
produces  abundance  of  rice,  and  in  the  hUly  country  of 
Bonthain,  coffee,  tobacco,  and  indigo.  Cotton  is  also 
grown,  and  the  Macassar  and  Bugis  women  make  "sarongs," 
which,  for  durability  and  permanence  of  colour,  are  un- 
rivalled, and  are  highly  esteemed  over  the  whole  archi- 
pelago. These  sarongs  are  a  kind  of  skirt  imiversally 
worn  by  Malays  of  both  sexes;  they  are  often  orna- 
mented with  stripes  of  silk  or  gold  thread,  and  then  fetch 
very  high  prices. 

7.  Native  States. 

The  southern  peninsula  of  Celebes  is  divided  into 
nine  native  Mahometan  States,  which  form  a  kind  of 
Bugis  confederacy,  and  are  in  alliance  with  the  Dutch. 
The  names  of  these  States  are,  6oa,  Boni,  Lamoru,  Mario, 
Tanette,  Sopeng,  Wadjo,  Adja  Tamparang,  and  Masenreng 
Bulu.  To  the  north-west  of  these  is  a  smaller  Mandar 
confederacy  of  seven  States,  only  partly  Mahometan,  named 
Balanipa,  Madjene,  Binoang,  Fembuang,  Chinrana,  Tam- 
palang,  and  Mamudjo.  These  Mandar  people  are  ener- 
getic tripang  fishers  and  traders,  and  their  country  pro- 
duces edible  birds'-nests  and  some  gold.  Beyond  these 
again  are  the  unknown  Toradjas  of  the  very  heart  of 
Celebes. 

The  large  islands  of  Bouton  and  Moona  are  inhabited 
by  Mahometans  with  a  peculiar  language,  and  ruled  over 
by  a  Sultan,  whose  dominions  extend  over  many  adjacent 
islands  and  over  a  part  of  the  south-east  peninsula.  Be- 
yond this  the  country  and  people  are  almost  wholly 
imknown,   till   we    come   to    the   districts    north    and 
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south  of  the  Gulf  of  Tomorf,  which  with  the  Peling; 
Bungai,  and  Sulla  or  XuUa  Islands,  are  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Dutch,  and  belong  nominally  to  the  Sultan 
of  Temate.  The  people  are  all  of  Malayan  race,  usually 
called  Alfuros  by  the  Dutch,  a  word  which  it  is  well  to 
explain  is  not  applied  to  any  particular  race,  but  is  nearly 
equivalent  to  our  term  "  Indians "  as  applied  to  all  the 
uncivilised  peoples  of  North  and  South  America.  In  like 
manner  the  north  coast  of  the  north-eastern  peninsula  is 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Dutch  Resident  at  Menado, 
to  which  district  we  now  come. 

8«  MencMO. 

The  northern  peninsula  of  Celebes  constitutes  the 
Dutch  Besidency  of  Menado.  This  consists  of  the  volcanic 
region  of  Minahassa,  about  70  miles  long,  and  an  extensive 
district  beyond,  forming  the  Assistant-Besidency  of 
Gorontalo.  The  whole  of  this  country  was  formerly 
tributary  to  the  Sultan  of  Temate,  and  was  inhabited  by 
numerous  savage  tribes  whose  habits  have  already  been 
described.  When  the  Portuguese  were  expelled  in  1677, 
it  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  Dutch,  and  many  of  the 
natives  were  converted  to  Christianity.  The  countiy,  bow- 
ever,  did  not  begin  to  progress  much  till  1822,  when  it 
was  found  that  the  elevated  plateau  of  the  interior  was 
admirably  adapted  to  the  growth  of  coffee.  Native  in- 
structors in  the  art  of  coffee  cidtivation  were  brought  from 
JeLVSk,  the  native  chiefs,  under  the  title  of  Majors,  were 
induced  to  encourage  the  formation  of  plantations  by  a 
grant  of  five  per  cent  of  the  produce,  and  a  fixed  price  was 
paid  for  all  properly  cleaned  coffee  brought  to  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  warehouses.  European  superintendents  of  the 
plantations,  called  "  Controleurs,"  were  appointed  to  each 
district,  good  roads  were  made,  the  villages  were  gradually 
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impioved,  schools  and  churches  built,  till,  at  the  present 
day,  this  part  of  Celebes  has  become  a  perfect  garden.  In 
many  of  the  villages  the  streets  are  bordered  with  hedges 
of  roses,  which  thrive  admirably  at  from  2000  to  3000 
feet  elevation,  and  are  in  perpetual  bloom ;  the  cottages 
are  symmetrically  arranged,  nicely  painted,  and  embowered 
in  coffee  shrubs  and  fruit  trees ;  while  the  people  are  all 
weU  dressed  and  well  fed,  well  behaved  and  contented, 
presenting  a  marvellous  contrast  to  the  naked  savages  of 
fiffy  years  back,  who  were  the  fathers  and  grandfathers  of 
the  present  generation.^ 

A  considerable  portion  of  Minahassa  is  a  plateau,  from 
2500  to  3000  feet  above  the  sea,  with  mountains  rising  to 
6000  feet  or  more.  In  its  centre  is  the  lake  of  Tondano, 
about  10  miles  long  and  3  wide,  and  which  was  ascer- 
tained by  Mr.  Bickmore  not  to  exceed  70  feet  in  depth. 
The  river  which  flows  from  it  forms  a  fine  waterfall  70 
feet  high,  and  then  flows  through  a  deep  gorge  towards 
Menado.  The  highest  village  is  Burukan,  3500  feet  above 
the  sea ;  and  here,  in  the  month  of  June,  the  thermometer 
is  usually  62""  Fahr.  in  the  morning,  and  rarely  rises  above 
SO""  during  the  day.  On  this  plateau  oranges  thrive 
better  than  in  the  lowlands,  bearing  abundance  of  most 
delicious  fruit,  and  rice  produces  good  crops  without 
irrigation.  The  scenery  i9  magnificent  Numerous 
volcanic  mountains  clothed  with  the  richest  vegetation 
lend  grandeur  to  the  prospect,  and  form  a  charming  con- 
trast to  the  coffee  plantations,  the  rice  fields,  the  gardens, 
and  the  neat  cottages  that  eveiywhere  meet  the  eye. 
Here,  too,  are  many  interesting  natural  phenomena. 
There  are  eleven  volcanoes,  several  of  which  have  been  in 
eruption  during   the   present  centuiy.      There  are  hot 

^  For  a  fuller  aoconnt  of  this  region  and  its  inhabitants,  see  Wallace's 
Malay  Archipelago,  chajk.  zvii. ;  and  Bickmoie's  East  Indian  Archipelago^ 
chap.  3d. 
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springs,  some  of  vhich  throw  up  domes  of  boiling  water 
at  short  intervals  like  miniature  geysers ;  and  there  aie 
mud-volcanoes,  at  one  of  which  an  Italian  count  lost  his 
life  may  years  ago,  by  venturing  too  far  over  the  tzea- 
cherous  crust  of  hardened  mud,  till  he  sank  in,  and  was 
so  badly  burned  that  he  died  soon  afterwards.  Earth- 
quakes too,  are  frequent,  and  sometimes  very  violent 
Becent  gaps  and  landslips  produced  by  them  are  often  to 
be  seen,  but  as  all  the  houses  are  of  wood  and  built  oa 
posts,  they  do  not  usually  suffer  much  from  a  good 
shaking. 

The  chief  towns  of  Minahassa  are  Menado  and  Kema, 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  peninsula,  the  former  used  as  the 
chief  port  during  the  eastern,  and  the  latter  during  the 
western  monsoon.  They  are  less  than  twenty  miles  apart, 
and  are  connected  by  a  good  road.  Menado  is  the  capital 
town,  and  the  place  where  the  Besident  lives.  It  is  a 
small  but  picturesque  town,  and  as  almost  every  house 
stands  in  a  garden  and  is  surrounded  by  beautiful  shrubs, 
trees,  and  flowers,  it  has  a  very  charming  effect  as  com- 
pared with  the  more  mercantile  appearance  of  Macassar. 
Its  population  is  about  2500. 

The  population  of  the  district  has  laigely  increased 
since  the  coffee  culture  has  attained  its  present  dimensions. 
In  1868  it  was  stated  at  440,000,  while  in  1854,  after 
a  great  mortality,  it  was  said  to  have  been  less  than 
100,000.  The  number  of  coffee  trees  in  1868  was  about 
6,000,000 ;  and,  as  &esh  plantations  are  made  every  year, 
the  number  is  now  probably  laigely  increased.  When  the 
trees  are  in  their  greatest  perfection,  they  voll  each  pro- 
duce from  10  to  20  lbs.  of  coffee  a  year,  but  as  a  large 
proportion  are  young,  and  others  old,  the  average  yield  is 
not  much  more  than  one  pound  per  tree.  A  small 
quantity  of  cacao  is  grown  on  the  lowlands,  and  a  good 
deal  of  rice  is  sometimes  exported,  as  well  as  cocoa-nuts 
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and  the  fibre  of  Uie  gomutd-palm,  which  is  used  for  cordage 
in  native  vessels. 

To  the  west  of  Minahassa  is  Gorontalo,  which  extends 
for  a  length  of  about  150  miles.  This  district  is  mostly 
inhabited  by  native  tribes  under  chiefs  or  rajahs,  supervised 
by  the  Dutch  AssiBtant-Besident,  who  lives  at  the  small 
town  and  port  of  Gorontalo  on  the  south  coast  Most  of 
those  on  the  north  coast  are  partly  Mahometans,  the 
five  most  important  being  named  as  follows: — Bolong- 
banka,  Bolong-magonda,  Bintoona,  Kaidipan,  and  Belong- 
hitaru.  North-west  of  the  port  of  (7oix)ntalo  is  the  lake 
of  Limbotto,  as  large  as  that  of  Tondano  and  abounding 
in  fish.  The  country,  however,  is  not  volcanic,  and  pro- 
duces gold,  which  was  formerly  a  government  monopoly, 
but  the  right  to  work  it  is  now  commuted  for  a  tax  of  five 
florins  a  house.  West  of  Gorontalo  are  numerous  tribes, 
almost  all  of  whom  are  in  a  savage  state,  except  on  the 
coast,  where  are  some  settlements  of  Bugis  and  Mandars 
who  trade  with  the  natives  of  the  interior. 


9.  Islands  belonging  to  Celehes. 

Beyond  Menado  to  the  north-east,  and  apparently  in 
continuation  of  the  peninsula,  are  a  number  of  small 
islands,  the  chief  of  which  are  Siau,  Sanguir,  and  Saliba- 
boo,  terminating  in  the  small  groups  of  Nanoosa  and 
Meangois.  Siau  and  Sanguir  contain  active  volcanoes, 
and  the  latter  was  devastated,  on  the  2d  March  1856, 
by  a  great  eruption  which  killed  2000  people.  The 
Dutch  once  had  a  settlement  on  this  island,  but  it  is  now 
given  up.  The  people  are  allied  to  those  of  the  Menado 
district,  but  speak  a  peculiar  language,  which  is  the  same 
in  Siau  and  Sanguir.  They  wear  a  peculiar  costume, 
consisting  of  a  long  robe  reaching  from  the  neck  to  the 
ankles,  but  this  is  probably  only  a  garb  of  ceremony. 
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The  Salibaboo  group,  sometimes  also  called  the  Talaut  oi 
Tulour  islands,  do  not  appear  to  be  volcanic  They  are 
inhabited  by  a  similar  race  to  the  last,  speaking  a  dis- 
tinct though  allied  language.  These  people  grow  yams, 
sweet  potatoes,  and  cocoa-nuts,  and  have  abundance  of 
hogs,  goats,  and  fowls,  with  which  they  supply  the  wants 
of  ships,  as  they  are  conveniently  situated  for  vessels  pass- 
ing through  the  Molucca  passage  to  China. 

Due  east  of  Celebes,  beyond  the  islands  of  Peling  and 
Bungay,  are  the  Sulla  or  XuUa  group,  consisting  of  two 
large  islands  stretching  in  an  east  and  west  direction  for 
about  100  miles,  divided  only  by  a  narrow  strait  about 
the  centre,  with  smaller  islands  to  the  east  and  south. 
The  western  island,  named  Sulla  Taliabo,  is  inhabited  by 
a  race  allied  to  those  of  the  eastern  peninsula  of  Celebes 
and  the  island  of  Bungay ;  the  others  appear  to  have  no 
indigenes  but  to  be  colonised  by  the  Malays  irom  Teraate 
with  their  Papuan  slaves,  which  has  given  rise  to  die 
report  that  these  islands  were  inhabited  by  a  people  d 
Papuan  raca  The  whole  group  is  nominally  subject  to 
Temate,  but  both  geographically  and  zoologically  the 
islands  belong  to  Celebes,  They  are  inhabited  by 
babirusas  and  deer,  while  their  birds,  which  are  tolerably 
well  known,  resemble  those  of  Celebes  much  more 
closely  than  they  do  those  of  the  Moluccaa 

Farther  south  we  come  to  the  krge  islands  of  Bouton 
and  Moona,  with  the  smaller  Wowoni  and  Kambena,  be- 
yond which  stretch  eastward  the  group  of  small  islets 
called  the  Tokong  Besi,  or  Blacksmith  Isles.  All  these 
are  mountainous,  and  but  little  known,  and  inhabited,  as 
already  stated,  by  Mahometan  Malays  speaking  a  pecu- 
liar language. 

The  island  of  Salayer,  off  the  southern  point  of  Celebes 
and  about  forty  miles  long,  with  an  extensive  group  of 
islets  stretching  for  a  hundred  miles  farther  to  the  south- 
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east,  complete  the  enumeration  of  the  islands  of  any  im- 
portance belonging  to  Celebes.  The  whole  west  coast 
after  leaving  Macassar,  for  a  distance  of  more  than  400 
miles,  presents  not  a  single  island  of  the  slighest  import- 
ance. A  deep  sea  everywhere  approaches  close  to  the 
shore,  and  probably  indicates  that  on  this  side  the  land 
has  undei^ne  little  change,  either  of  elevation  or  of 
subsidence,  for  a  very  long  period. 


/ 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

THE   M0LTTCX3AS. 

1.  Posttion,  Size,  etc 

The  term  Moluccas,  or  Maluco  Islands,  was  otiginall; 
applied  to  the  five  small  islands  situated  on  the  west  side 
of  GUolo,  in  which  alone  the  precious  clove  waa  produced. 
Now,  it  is  extended  so  as  to  include  ahnost  aU  the  idands 
which  lie  directly  between  Celebes  and  New  Gtmea. 
The  three  laige  islands  which  are  considered  to  form  the 
most  important  portion  of  the  Moluccan  group  are  Giklo, 
Ceram,  and  Bouru ;  but  between  and  around  these  axe  a 
vast  number  of  islands  of  various  sizes,  so  connecting  the 
Moluccas  with  the  New  Guinea  and  Timor  groups  that  it 
is  veiy  difficult  to  define  accurately  what  islands  should 
be  included  in  the  one  or  the  other. 

As  we  have  already  considered  the  Sanguir  and  Sali- 
baboo  islands  to  be  extensions  of  Celebes,  we  have  no 
difficulty  in  fixing  on  Morty  or  Morotai,  to  the  north  of 
Gilolo,  as  being  the  first  island  of  the  group  in  this  direc- 
tion. In  like  manner,  having  taken  the  Sulla  islands  as 
belonging  to  Celebes,  we  have  the  Batchian  group,  Obi, 
and  Bouru  as  the  western  limits  of  the  Moluccas.  To  the 
east  there  is  more  difficulty.  Waigiou  and  Mysol  are 
inhabited  by  true  mop-headed  Papuans,  and  by  birds-of- 
paradise,  and  therefore  undoubtedly  belong  to  New  Guinea, 
with  which  country,  moreover,  they  are  connected  by  a 
shallow  sea-bottom.  It  will  be  well,  therefore,  to  take 
the  100-fathom  line  as  the  boundary  of  the  Papuan  group, 
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and  we  shall  thus  have  the  small  group  of  Siang,  Guebe, 
Gag,  and  Pope  as  belonging  to  the  Moluccas.  Beyond 
the  east  end  of  Coram  we  have  a  number  of  small  islands 
leading  on  to  the  K&  group ;  and  as  these  agree  with  all 
the  o^er  islands  we  have  been  considering,  in  being 
forest-clad,  while  their  productions  aUy  them  more  to 
Geiam  and  Banda  than  to  the  Aru  Islands,  we  shall  take 
these  as  the  farthest  extension  of  the  Moluccan  group  to 
the  south-east.  It  is  true  that  the  Tenimber  islands  and 
Timor  Laut  are  not  much  farther  to  the  south,  but  these 
b^in  to  be  bare  of  forest,  and  thus  belong  naturally  to 
the  comparatively  arid  Timor  group.  Thus  limited,  the 
Moluccas  extend  about  600  miles  firom  north  to  south, 
and  about  550  from  east  to  west,  but  they  fall  naturally 
into  two  subdivisions — ^that  of  Gilolo  on  the  north,  and 
that  of  Bouru  and  Coram  on  the  south.  Situated  on  both 
sides  of  the  equator,  and  far  enough  removed  from  Aus- 
tralia to  be  unaffected  by  the  arid  winds  which  blow  from 
it,  these  islands  are  all  clothed  with  a  magnificent  vegeta- 
tion, and  enjoy  a  climate  which,  by  its  equability  of  tem- 
perature, combined  with  moisture,  and  tempered  by  per- 
petual breezes,  is  perhaps  unsurpassed  in  any  part  of  the 
tropics. 

2.  Geology  and  Naiwral  History. 

The  great  volcanic  belt  x)asses  through  the  whole 
length  of  the  Moluccas,  and  gives  them  their  distinctive 
character,  yet  several  of  the  islands  are  entirely  without 
volcanoes,  either  active  or  extinct,  and  some  appear  to  be 
whoUy  non-volcanic  in  structure.  Beginning  with  Banda 
on  the  south,  the  line  of  volcanic  action  passes  through 
Amboyna  to  Bouru,  where  a  volcano  is  said  to  exist  in 
the  western  part ;  it  then  turns  northward  through  Bat- 
chian,  where  there  are  boiling  springs,  to  the  line  of  active 
volcanoes  from  Makian  to  the    northern   extremity   of 
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Gilolo,  where  Mount  Karakan  is  an  active  volcana  In 
the  vicinity  of  the  volcanic  districts  there  are  nsnally 
abundant  signs  of  upheaval,  in  the  form  of  raised  coral 
reefis  or  masses  of  coral  limestone  far  inland.  At  die 
extreme  north,  the  island  of  Morty  is  coralline  and  vol- 
canic, but  has  no  volcano.  The  centre  and  most  of  the 
southern  peninsula  of  Gilolo  is  composed  largely  of  coral 
rock.  At  Amboyna  we  find  a  base  of  crystalline  rodcs, 
with  abundance  of  coralline  limestone,  forming  hills  of 
considerable  elevation  and  very  rugged,  the  hollows  b^g 
filled  with  red  clayey  earth,  probably  decomposed  vobamc 
ashes.  Farther  east  the  small  islands  of  Goram,  Mano- 
wolko,  and  Matabello,  consist  wholly  of  coral  reefis  raised 
to  a  considerable  height,  while  Great  Ki  island  is  also  v^ 
largely  composed  of  the  same  rock.  The  large  island  of 
Coram,  however,  appears  to  offer  a  contrast  to  the  rest  of 
the  Moluccas.  No  volcanoes  are  known  in  it^  and  the 
rocks,  so  far  as  observed,  appear*  to  be  ancient  stratified 
deposits  of  a  highly  crystalline  character,  though  lime- 
stone occurs  at  its  eastern  extremity.  The  great  central 
mountain,  Nusa  Heli,  is  said  to  be  near  10,000  feet  high, 
but  no  European  has  ever  visited  it 

The  vegetation  of  the  Moluccas  is  exceedingly  rich 
and  varied,  and  would  well  repay  systematic  exploiatioiL 
Here  is  the  native  country  of  the  most  precious  of  spices, 
the  clove ;  and  there  are  also  wild  nutmegs,  eardamoinSi 
the  kanaiy  nut,  and  the  cajuput-oU  tree.  Palms  and 
pandani  are  very  abundant,  dammar  pines  grow  in  the 
forests,  while  ferns,  creepers,  and  flowering  shrubs  in  end* 
less  variety  clothe  the  forest  glades  and  the  rocky  beaches 
with  exquisite  drapery. 

The  animal  life  is  much  better  known,  and  enables 
us  to  decide  that  it  belongs  generally  to  the  Australian 
type,  and  more  particularly  resembles  the  fauna  of  New 
Guinea.     A  few  of  the  Asiatic  forms  of  mammalia,  re- 
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sembling  those  of  the  western  islands,  are  still  found  here ; 
such  as  the  deer,  which  abound  in  all  the  larger  islands, 
and  even  in  several  of  the  smaller  ones,  since  they  occur 
in  Temate  and  Tidore,  in  Banda,  and  in  Ceram  Laut  The 
species  is  almost,  if  not  quite,  identical  with  one  common 
in  all  the  great  Malay  islands,  and  it  may  very  well  have 
been  introduced  by  the  Malay  colonists.  None  of  the 
islands  have  any  monkeys,  except  Batchian,  in  which  is 
found  the  tailless  baboon-ape  of  Celebes ;  while  in  Bouru 
alone  is  found  the  babirusa,  another  of  the  peculiar  forms 
of  that  island.  Pigs  are  abundant  in  all  the  islands,  and 
some  of  them  are  believed  to  be  peculiar  species.  The 
only  carnivorous  animal  is  the  common  civet-cat  ( Viverra 
tangalunga) ;  and  as  the  Malays  often  keep  these  crea- 
tures for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  perfume,  of  which 
they  are  very  fond,  it  has  probably  been  introduced  by 
them.  The  only  other  quadrupeds  are  bats,  which  are 
abundant,  a  shrew,  and  several  marsupials  of  the  genus 
Cuscus,  as  weU  as  a  small  fljdng-opossum  resembling 
those  found  in  Australia.  If,  therefore,  we  leave  out  of 
the  list  those  species  which  there  is  reason  to  think  may 
have  been  introduced  by  man,  we  find  an  excessive  poverty 
of  mammals,  hardly  to  be  equalled  anywhere  else  in  the 
world  under  similar  conditions. 

Birds,  on  the  other  hand,  are  tolerably  abundant,  and 
are  in  many  respects  interesting.  Their  essentially  Papuan 
character  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  out  of  the  78 
genera  in  which  the  Moluccan  land-birds  are  classed,  no 
less  than  70  are  characteristic  of  New  Guinea,  while 
only  six  are  peculiarly  Indo-Malayan.  The  species,  how- 
ever, are  to  a  great  extent  peculiar,  more  than  140  being 
entirely  confined  to  these  islands  out  of  a  total  number  of 
about  200  land-birds.  A  most  remarkable  feature  is  the 
immense  preponderance  of  the  three  groups — parrots, 
pigeons,  and  kingfishers.     These  together  form  one-third 
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of  all  the  land  birds,  while  in  continental  India  they  only 
form  one-twentieth.  As  these  groups  are  rather  above 
the  average  of  size,  and  contain  an  unusual  proportion  of 
gaily-coloured  species,  they  give  to  the  birds  of  the  Mo- 
luccas an  air  of  special  brilliancy.  Among  the  most 
beautiful  are  the  crimson  lories,  the  racket-tailed  Idng- 
fishers,  and  the  green  fruit-doves ;  and  there  are  also  some 
brilliant  ground-thrushes  and  fly-catchers.  In  the  islands 
of  Batchian  and  Gilolo  there  is  a  peculiar  genus  of  the 
bird-of-paradise  family,  the  only  one  yet  found  beyond  the 
Papuan  islands  and  North  Australia.^  Very  curious,  too, 
is  the  occurrence  of  the  great  wingless  bird,  the  Casso- 
wary, in  Ceram,  distinct  £rom  the  numerous  species  that 
inhabit  New  Guinea  and  the  adjacent  islands.  The 
mound-buHding  birds  of  the  genus  Megapodius  are  espe- 
cially abundant  in  the  Moluccas,  being  foimd  even  on  the 
smallest  islands  and  iminhabited  islets. 

Equally  splendid  as  the  birds  are  the  insects  of  these 
islands,  which  in  some  particulars  surpass  those  of  any 
other  part  of  the  world.  Here  are  butterflies  of  the 
largest  size  and  most  vivid  colours — some,  of  the  most 
intense  metallic  blue,  as  Papilio  tUysses,  or  the  richest 
silky  green,  as  in  OmUhoptera  priamtts;  while  otheis 
exhibit  golden  yellow  or  the  most  vivid  crimson  hues,di^ 
played  in  an  endless  variety  of  patterns  on  a  velvety  black 
ground.  The  beetles  also  are  remarkable  for  size  or 
beauty,  the  wonderful  long-armed  beetle  of  Amboyna 
{EufMruB  longimanua)  being  one  of  the  giants  of  the 
insect  world. 

3.  InhahUants. 

In  the  Moluccas  two,  if  not  three,  native  races  en- 

1  This  bird  has  been  named  Semioptera  wallaeHj  or  ''Wa]laoe'fl 
Standard  Wing,"  after  its  discoverer.  See  Ths  MoUay  ArtkipelagOf  pi 
329. 
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counter  each  other  and  intermingle — ^the  Malays,  the 
Papuans,  and  perhaps  the  Polynesians;  and  with  t^e  veiy 
imperfect  knowledge  we  at  present  possess,  it  is  not  always 
easy  to  disentangle  the  one  from  the  other,  or  to  deter- 
mine which  are  pure  races  and  which  the  results  of  a 
more  or  less  complex  intermixture.  People  of  Malay  race 
and  Mahometans  in  religion,  inhabit  the  smaU.  islands  of 
Temate  and  Tidore,  each  imder  a  native  sultan,  whose 
rule  extends  over  a  number  of  adjacent  islands.  They 
speak  distinct  but  closely-allied  languages,  which  are 
widely  different  from  any  of  the  western  Malay  tongues, 
and  are  probably  compounded  of  some  aboriginal  dialects 
spoken  by  the  indigenes  and  that  of  their  conquerors. 
These  are  the  most  important  of  the  Malay  States  of  the 
Moluccas,  but  other  tribes  with  a  great  variety  of  lan- 
guages are  found  on  the  coasts  of  Ceram  and  in  the 
smaller  islands  of  Groram,  while  tribes  of  pagan  Malays  in 
a  lower  state  of  civilisation  inhabit  parts  of  Bouru.  The 
great  island  of  Ceram,  however,  is  inhabited  by  people 
who  are  undoubtedly  of  Papuan  race,  have  fiizzled  hair 
and  prominent  features,  with  a  darker  skin  and  more 
lengthy  limbs  than  the  Malays.  They  are  utter  savages 
and  head-hunters.  Most  of  them  are  still  in  a  state  of 
absolute  freedom  in  the  mountains  of  the  interior,  but 
some  have  been  collected  in  villages  on  the  coast,  and 
have  become  converted  nominally  to  Christianity,  while 
others  are  equally  nominal  Mahometans.  In  Bouru 
occurs  a  similar  race,  and  also  in  the  southern  and  cen- 
tral parts  of  Gilolo;  but  in  the  northern  peninsula  of 
that  island,  and  having  their  head-quarters  at  Galela,  near 
Mount  Karakan,  there  is  a  very  interesting  race,  as  light  in 
colour  as  Malays,  or  even  lighter,  but  tall  and  well  made, 
with  handsome  prominent  features,  curly  hair,  and  bearded. 
They  resemble  Polynesians  in  many  respects,  and  may 
perhaps  be   a  Polynesian  colony  intermixed  with   the 

2  D 
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Papuan  aborigines,  but  they  speak  a  highly  peculiar  lan- 
guage. They  are  good  boat-builders,  and  wander  all  over 
the  northern  part  of  the  Moluccas,  collecting  ttipang  and 
turtle-shell,  hunting  deer  and  pigs,  and  smoldng  the  meat 
They  also  make  settlements  on  any  xminhabited  spot  that 
suits  them,  cut  down  the  forest,  plant  maize  or  rice,  and 
seem  altogether  a  more  enterprising  and  energetic  people 
than  those  around  them. 

Besides  these,  we  have  in  all  the  chief  towns  of  the 
Moluccas  a  number  of  the  descendants  of  the  early  Poi^ 
tuguese  settlers.  These  go  by  the  name  of  "Orang 
sirani,"  or  Nazarenes.  Th^  speak  Malay  with  a  con- 
siderable intermixture  of  Portuguese  words,  but  owing  to 
their  having  been  under  Dutch  rule  for  several  c^tories 
they  have  become  Protestants,  and  are  altogether  ignoiant 
of  their  own  origin. 

In  addition  to  these  sources  of  ethnological  confiision, 
we  must  remember  that  slavery  has  long  prevailed  in 
these  islands,  and  that,  as  already  stated,  by  means  of  the 
piratical  fleets  slaves  have  been  brought  from  the  remotest 
parts  of  the  archipelago.  The  Temate  and  Groram  people 
are  great  traders  to  New  Guinea,  and  Papuan  slaves  are 
very  common.  Again,  we  have  everywhere  a  consider- 
able number  of  Chinese,  and  a  smaller  number  of  Arab 
merchants,  who  all  have  native  wives.  After  the  fiist 
discovery  of  the  Spice  Islands  by  the  Portuguese,  for  more 
than  a  century,  the  ships  of  all  nations — Spanish,  Dutch, 
and  English  especially — crowded  into  the  eastern  seas  to 
obtain  a  share  in  the  traffic  in  spices,  which  was  in  those 
days  as  alluring  as  the  search  after  gold,  and  even  more 
profitable.  Among  the  crews  of  these  vessels  there  would 
be  men  of  every  race,  and  many  of  them  would  become 
temporary  and  some  permanent  settlers  in  these  smmj 
isles,  and  leave  behind  them  descendants  who  would  add 
to  the  diversity  of  type  among  the  apparently  native 
races,  which  is  here  so  puzzling. 
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4.  Temate  and  the  GUolo  Orcmp, 

The  island  of  Gilolo,  called  by  the  natives  Halma- 
heiia,  has  a  fantastic  shape,  veiy  much  resembling  that  of 
Celebes,  both  islands  consisting  of  four  peninsulas  radiat- 
ing firom  a  comparatively  small  central  mass,  and  divided 
by  three  deep  gulfs  on  the  eastern  side.  It  is  mountain- 
ons  and  rugged ;  many  of  the  mountains  resemble  vol- 
canic cones,  and  it  has  at  leeust  one  active  volcano.  Around 
it  are  grouped  a  number  of  smaller  islands  which  have 
all  the  appearance  of  having  been  once  connected  with 
it.  Parallel  with  its  western  coast,  at  a  distance  of  eight 
or  ten  miles,  are  a  range  of  small  islands,  three  of  which 
— Temate,  Tidore,  and  Makian — are  true  volcanoes ;  while 
the  two  islands  between  Tidore  and  Makian  are  formed  of 
upraised  volcanic  materials,  and  the  Kaioa  Islands,  south 
of  Makian,  are  an  upheaved  coral  reef.  Farther  south  is 
the  comparatively  large  island  of  Batchian,  with  a  group 
of  adjacent  islets.  Here  we  have  no  active  volcano,  and 
comparatively  little  volcanic  formations,  but  ancient  strati- 
fied rocks,  with  coal,  copper,  and  gold.  All  the  islands, 
from  Temate  to  Batchian,  are  inhabited  by  Mahometan 
Malays,  each  with  their  peculiar  language — ^the  island  of 
Makian  having  two.  Batchian  is  ruled  by  a  native  sul- 
tan, but  he  is  under  the  authority  of  the  Dutch  Besident 
at  Temate.  There  are  no  wild  tribes  in  Batchian,  and 
the  island  of  Obi,  farther  south,  is  quite  uninhabited. 
The  southem  peninsula  of  Gilolo  is  also  without  wild 
indigenes,  so  that  it  would  seem  as  if  the  Malays  on  their 
eastern,  and  the  Papuans  on  their  western,  extension,  had 
here  met  on  unoccupied  groimd. 

The  small  town  of  Temate,  the  seat  of  the  Dutch 
government  over  the  Northern  Moluccas,  is  situated  at  the 
foot  of  a  fine  volcanic  cone  about  4000  feet  high,  which 
constantly  emits  vapour,  and  which  has  had  fourteen 
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eraptions  since  Europeans  have  occupied  the  countty.  A 
few  miles  to  the  east,  a  black,  scoriaceous,  rugged  tract, 
covered  with  a  scanty  vegetation,  and  called  by  the 
natives  "  Batu-angas"  (burnt  rock),  marks  the  lava  stream 
which  descended  to  the  sea  during  a  great  eruption  about 
a  century  ago.  The  situation  of  the  town  is  picturesque, 
with  grand  views  on  every  side.  In  front  is  the  rugged 
promontory  of  Tidore,  backed  by  a  most  beautiful  volcanic 
cone,  rising  in  almost  perfect  symmetry  to  about  the  same 
height  as  that  of  Temate  itself;  to  the  east  is  the  long 
mountainous  coast  of  Oilolo,  terminating  towards  the 
north  by  a  group  of  three  lofty  volcanic  peaks ;  while 
immediately  behind  the  town  rises  the  huge  mountain, 
sloping  very  gradually  at  first,  and  covered  with  thick 
groves  of  fruit  trees,  but  soon  becoming  steeper,  and 
farrowed  with  deep  gullies.  Almost  to  the  summit  it  is 
covered  with  vegetation,  and  looks  calm  and  beautifdL 
although  beneath  are  slumbering  the  fires  that  occasionally 
burst  forth  in  lava-streams,  or  more  frequently  make 
their  existence  known  by  devastating  earthquakes,  which 
generally  accompany  eruptions  of  the  volcano. 

The  last  great  earthquake  was  on  February  2,  1840, 
at  midnight,  during  the  festival  of  the  Chinese  New  Year, 
a  circumstance  which  prevented  much  loss  of  life,  becanae 
everybody  was  up  feasting,  and  seeing  the  processions  and 
amusements.  The  shocks  continued  aU  night  and  part  of 
the  next  day,  throwing  down  every  stone  building,  and 
more  or  less  wrecking  almost  all  the  rest ;  and  they  did 
not  whoUy  cease  for  a  fortnight.  Earth-waves  moTed 
along  the  streets,  like  rollers  on  the  sea,  the  earth  opening 
and  closing  again ;  but  the  line  of  disturbance  was  vei; 
narrow,  the  native  town,  a  mile  to  the  east,  not  suffering 
at  alL  It  travelled  from  north  to  south  through  the 
islands  of  Tidore  and  MaMan  to  Batchian,  reaching  the 
latter  place,  100  miles  distant,  at  four  in  the  afternoon  of 
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the  following  day,  so  that  the  wave  was  propagated  at  the 
rate  of  only  six  miles  an  hour.  Eveiywhere  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  town  may  be  seen  rained  walls,  and  gate- 
pillars  with  the  stones  twisted  on  each  other,  and  the 
remains  of  massive  stone  and  brick  buildings,  gateways, 
and  arches,  showing  the  greater  magnificence  of  the  old 
town,  till  sad  experience  taught  the  superiority  of  wood 
and  thatch  as  building  materials  in  an  earthquake-tortured 
country. 

The  Dutch  hold  absolute  possession  of  the  island  of 
Temate,  though  they  allow  the  Malay  Sultan  to  retain  a 
certain  amount  of  authority  over  his  own  people.  The 
adjacent  island  of  Tidore  being  entirely  inhabited  by 
Malays,  the  Sultan  is  somewhat  more  independent.  The 
great  island  of  Gilolo  is  divided  between  the  Sultans  of 
Temate  and  Tidore  in  a  peculiar  way,  the  whole  of  the 
northern  peninsula,  with  the  island  of  Morty,  and  the 
southern  half  of  the  southern  peninsula,  being  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  former,  the  remainder  under  the  latter, 
who  also  claims  authority  over  all  the  islands  eastward  to 
New  Guinea 

Tidore  is  a  larger  island  than  Temate,  and  its  volcano 
has  not  been  in  eruption  within  the  memoiy  of  man. 
Motir  is  a  smaller  island,  of  rugged  volcanic  hills  consist- 
ing of  black  basaltic  rock  and  conglomerate,  and  sur- 
rounded by  fringing  coral  reefs.  The  next  island,  Makian, 
had  also  once  a  fine  cone,  and  was  thought  to  be  extinct, 
but  in  1646  a  great  eruption  blew  it  up,  leaving  a  vast 
crater,  with  a  huge  rugged  chasm  on  one  side  of  it,  and 
destroying  the  greater  part  of  the  population.  Then  for 
tvro  <Sries  ifwas  quiet,  the  peopk.  who  had  escaped 
came  back,  houses  were  built,  and  twelve  villages  were 
formed  on  its  shores.  But  on  December  29,  1862,  it 
again  burst  forth  with  as  great  violence  as  before,  and 
destroyed  nearly  the  whole  population.     The  sand  and 
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ashes  thrown  up  by  the  Tolcano  reached  Temate,  thixty 
miles  off,  the  next  day^  and  formed  a  dond  so  dense  as  to 
darken  the  air,  and  make  it  necessary  to  light  lamps  at 
midday.  They  feU  to  the  thickness  of  three  or  four 
inches  over  that  island,  and  even  to  a  distance  of  fifty 
miles,  destroying  all  the  crops,  and  doing  great  injuiy  to 
shrubs  and  fruit  trees. 

Temate  is  the  port  which  absorbs  all  the  trade  of  the 
northern  Moluccas  and  the  coaSts  of  New  Guinea.  This 
consists  chiefiy  of  tortoise-shell,  tripang,  beeswax,  massoi- 
bark,  and  birds-of-paradise.  The  latter  were  formerly  an 
important  article  of  trade,  about  a  thousand  pounds'  worth 
being  exported  to  China  in  1836  ;  but  they  are  now  less 
esteemed.  Massoi-bark  is  obtained  in  New  Guinea,  and 
is  exported  chiefly  to  Java,  where  an  aromatic  oil  is  ex- 
tracted from  it,  said  to  be  of  great  value  in  rheumatic 
disorders.  Cloves,  the  ancient  product  of  the  true 
"  Molucca  Islands"  (Temate,  Tidore,  Motir,  Makian,  and 
Batchian),  now  form  no  part  of  their  commerce,  the  trees 
having  been  almost  extirpated  by  the  early  Dutch  raleis, 
in  order  to  secure  the  monopoly  of  so  valuable  a  prodnct^ 
which  they  endeavoured  to  do  by  restricting  its  cultiva- 
tion to  the  island  of  Amboyna,  of  which  they  had  exda- 
sive  possession. 

The  population  of  Temate  is  about  9000.  Of  these 
only  100  are  Europeans,  300  descendants  of  the  Porta- 
guese  and  natives,  200  Arabs,  and  400  Chinese,  the  re- 
mainder being  Malays  of  this  and  surrounding  islands. 

5.  Amboyna  and  the  Ceram  Grovp. 

Coram  is  a  laige  but  comparatively  little  known  island, 
situated,  with  Bouru,  on  a  line  between  Celebes  and  Kew 
Guinea.  It  is  about  200  miles  long,  with  an  average 
width  of  thirty-five  miles,  of  a  tolerably  regular  elongate 
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shape,  Imt  iritb  two  deep  bays,  nearly  opposite  each 
other,  in  its  western  half,  redncing  the  width  to  less  than 
twenty  miles.  At  this  place  a  native  path  crosses  the 
island,  pasaii^  along  the  bed  of  torrents,  and  over  several 


T;>.. 


monntain  epurs,  and  1^  is  almost  the  only  part  of  the 
interior  that  is  known  to  Europeans.  The  whole  island 
is  very  mountainous,  and  is  everywhere  covered  with  a 
dense  forest.  In  all  the  swampy  valleys  the  s^o  palm 
grows  wild,  and  supplies  the  chief  food  of  the  inhabitants, 
as  well  as  an  article  of  trade,  sago  cakes  being  the  provi- 
sion with  which  all  native  boats  are  supplied  for  a  voyage. 
All  along  the  coast,  at  irregular  distances  from  each  other. 
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are  small  villages  of  Mahometans  or  Ghiistiaiis,  while  the 
interior  is  peopled  by  scattered  tribes  of  savages,  whose 
villages  have  rarely  been  visited  even  by  the  Dntdi  offi- 
cials. The  only  place  of  any  importance  on  the  north 
coast  is  Wahai,  where  there  is  a  small  fort,  and  where  a 
European  officer  and  a  superintendent  of  the  north  coast 
of  Coram  usually  resida  The  people  of  Coram  are  gene^ 
ally  poor,  little  trade  is  carried  on,  and  the  abundance  of 
sago  gives  the  inhabitants  no  inducement  to  cultivate  the 
soil.  There  is  hardly  any  part  of  the  East  where  the 
traveller  finds  it  so  difficult  to  procure  the  usual  tropical 
fruits  or  vegetables  or  any  food  fit  for  the  consumption  of 
civilised  beings. 

6.  JBauni. 

Bouru,  situated  to  the  west  of  Coram,  with  a  few  in- 
tervening islands,  is  of  an  oval  shape,  being  about  half  as 
long  as  Ceram,  and  about  the  same  width,  with  all  the 
appearance  of  having  once  been  connected  with  it  The 
northern  part  of  Bouru  is  very  sterile,  consisting  of 
gravelly  hills,  with  a  scanty  vegetation  of  wiry  grass  and 
small  trees  of  the  Melaleuca,  which  produces  the  cele- 
brated cajuput  oil  The  southern  part  is  said  to  be  more 
forest-clad.  The  inhabitants  consist  of  two  races.  A 
tribe  of  mild,  light-coloured  people  of  Malay  type,  and 
apparently  allied  to  the  natives  of  Eastern  Celebes,  occapy 
the  northern  portion ;  while,  on  the  south,  are  a  race  of 
Papuan  type,  and  probably  allied  to  the  savage  races  of 
Coram.  The  villages  round  the  coast  are  inhabited  by 
semi-civilised  Mahometans,  who  are  probably  a  more  or 
less  mixed  race,  the  Malays  of  Temate,  Amboyna^  and 
Celebes^  who  have  settled  there  having  often  obtained 
wives  from  among  the  aborigines  of  the  island.  At  Ciyeh 
is  a  Dutch  fort,  with  a  Commandante  and  Controlenr, 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Resident  of  Amboyna. 
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7.  ATnJxyyncL 

Amboyna  is  an  island  about  30  miles  long  and  10  or 
12  wide,  situated  to  the  south  of  the  west  end  of  Ceram, 
from  the  extreme  point  of  which  it  is  only  7  miles  distant. 
It  is  almost  divided  into  two  unequal  parts  by  deep  inlets, 
leaving  a  narrow  sandy  isthmus  about  a  mile  wide.  By 
means  of  an  artificial  cut  this  has  been  reduced  to  about 
30  yards,  so  that  native  canoes  can  easily  be  dragged  over. 
The  cut  is  not  completed,  because  every  year  just  such  a 
bank  as  now  exists  would  be  thrown  up  by  the  force  of 
the  spring  tides  and  the  south-east  monsoon.  The  city 
of  Amboyna,  the  capital  of  the  Moluccas,  is  situated  on 
the  south  side  of  the  western  inlet  about  ten  miles  fix)m 
the  sea.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlements  in  the  East, 
and  is  a  delightfully  rural  place,  consisting  mainly  of 
sandy  roads  at  right  angles  to  each  other,  bordered  by 
hedges  of  flowering  shrubs,  and  enclosing  elegant  Euro- 
pean houses  or  lowly  native  huts,  alike  embosomed  in 
groves  of  fruit  trees  and  overshadowed  by  gracefol  palms. 
HiUs  and  moimtains  form  the  background  in  almost  every 
direction,  and  the  luxuriance  and  beauty  of  tropical  vege- 
tation can  rarely  be  seen  to  greater  advantage.  The  island 
was  originally  one  vast  unbroken  forest,  and  is  so  still 
except  around  the  town,  where  much  ground  appears  to 
have  been  cultivated,  and  ia  now  mostly  overrun  with 
bushes  of  melastoma  and  other  shrubs.  In  the  north-west 
of  the  island  is  a  volcano,  which  has  been  in  eruption 
many  times  between  1674  and  1824,  but  since  that  date 
it  has  been  so  completely  quiescent  that  most  of  the  in- 
habitants will  not  believe  that  any  volcano  exists.  They 
are  supported  in  this  opinion  by  the  fact  that  no  one 
now  knows  exactly  where  it  is,  there  being  no  lofty  cone, 
and  nothing  to  distinguish  it  at  a  distance  from  the  forest- 
clad  hills  which  surround  it     Neither  is  Amboyna  now 
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much  subject  to  earthquakes,  although  many  have  occurred, 
and  may  any  day  occur  again.  While  Dampierwas  here 
in  1706  there  was  a  great  earthquake,  which  lasted  two 
days  and  did  great  mischief,  the  ground  bursting  open  in 
many  places,  and  swallowing  up  entire  funilies  in  their 
houses.  The  ground  swelled  like  a  wave  of  the  sea,  and 
the  massive  walls  of  the  fort  were  rent  asunder  in  several 
places. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  island  of  Amboyna  appear  to 
be  a  mixed  race,  formed  of  Mduccan  Malays  and  indi- 
genous Ceramese.  They  inhabit  a  number  of  villages 
round  the  coast,  speaking  several  distinct  languages,  and 
are  either  Mahometans  or  Christians.  In  the  suburbs  of 
the  city  of  Amboyna  there  is  a  village  of  Mahometan 
Malays  speaking  a  peculiar  language.  There  are  ako  a 
considerable  nimiber  of  descendants  of  Portuguese  as  in 
Temate,  and  many  Chinese  and  Arabs.  The  population 
in  1865  was  about  14,000. 

East  of  Amboyna  are  three  smaller  islands — ^Haroka, 
Saparua,  and  Nusa  Laut  The  inhabitants  ore  similar  to 
those  of  Amboyna,  but  the  Christians  are  much  more 
numerous  than  the  Mahometans.  The  fact  that  they 
have  been  peopled  from  the  opposite  coasts  of  Ceiam  is 
proved  by  the  people  of  Saparua  still  speaking  a  Cetamese 
language.  These  three  islands,  with  Ambojrna*  contain 
the  celebrated  dove  gardeiu  of  the  Dutch  Govenun^t 
For  many  years  the  monopoly  yidded  a  large  revenne, 
but  in  the  present  century  it  has  ceased  to  be  profitable^ 
and  has  even  resulted  in  an  annual  loss  to  the  Govern- 
ment The  tree  is  now  going  out  of  cultivation,  and  the 
monopoly  has  been  altogether  given  up,  a  tax  being  sub- 
stituted for  the  labour  formerly  required  in  the  dove 
gardens. 

Amboyna  is  celebrated  for  its  shells,  collecti(His  of 
which  have  been  made  by  the  natives  ever  since  the  dap 
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of  Bumphius  nearly  two  centuries  ago^  and  there  is,  per- 
haps, no  one  locality  in  the  world  where  so  many  beau- 
tiful varieties  are  to  be  easily  obtained.  In  almost  every 
other  department  of  natural  histoiy  the  island  is  equally 
rich,  and  it  may  be  described  as  a  veiy  naturalist's  parsr 
dise.  Some  of  the  handsomest  butterflies  in  the  world 
fly  about  the  streets  of  Amboyna  itself,  while  within  a 
few  miles  some  of  the  rarest  and  most  beautiful  birds  and 
insects  of  the  Moluccan  fauna  can  be  obtained  The 
waters  of  the  inlet  above  the  city  offer  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  interestiug  sights  to  a  naturalist.  On  a 
fine  still  day  when  the  water  is  imrufiQed,  the  bottom  may 
be  seen  completely  covered  with  a  varied  growth  of  corals, 
sponges,  actinia,  and  other  marine  productions,  forming  a 
water  garden  of  exquisite  beauty.  The  bottom  is  imeven 
and  rocky,  fonning  hills  and  valleys,  caverns  and  pieci- 
pices,  amid  which  are  to  be  seen  fishes,  blue,  red,  and 
yellow,  spotted,  banded,  and  striped  in  the  most  eccentric 
patterns,  and  taking  the  place  of  butterflies  in  these  sub- 
marine gardens. 

The  celebrated  Amboyna  wood,  formerlymuch  esteemed 
for  making  desks  and  other  small  articles  of  cabinet  work, 
is  obtained  from  the  knotty  protuberances  formed  on  cer- 
tain forest  trees  which  grow  in  the  island  of  Ceram.  The 
true  seedless  bread-fruit,  very  rarely  found  out  of  the 
Pacific  islands,  grows  in  Amboyna  and  the  adjacent  isles. 
The  trade  of  Amboyna  is  not  large,  as  most  of  the  Bugis 
who  visit  New  Guinea  and  the  remoter  islands  now  carry 
their  produce  direct  to  Macassar,  or  even  to  Singapore. 
Numbers  of  small  native  vessels,  however,  continually 
visit  it,  bringing  the  produce  of  the  surrounding  coasts 
and  islands,  such  as  cloves,  cajuput  oil,  nutmegs,  orna- 
mental woods,  with  some  cacao,  cocoa-nuts,  tobacco,  and 
a  few  other  articles. 
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The  Banda  groap,  though  small  in  extent,  is  impottaut 
as  having  long  been  the  exclusive  nutmeg-garden  of  the 
world,  and  it  ia  still  the  place  whete  this  beautifol  tree 
grows  in  the  greatest  perfection.  It  consists  of  three 
islands  and  two  small  islets,  aitnated  about  60  miles  south 
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of  Ceram  and  130  miles  from  Amboyna.  There  are  also 
three  small  islets  about  20  miles  off  in  a  south-west  and 
north-west  direction.  The  "Gunong  Api"  or  volcano  of 
Banda  is  a  nearly  perfect  cone,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  diameter  and  2300  feet  high.  To  the  east  of  this  is 
Banda  Neira,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  and  curved 
towards  the  volcano  as  if  once  forming  part  of  it  To 
the  south  and  east  is  Great  Banda,  about  7  milefl  long 
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and  1  to  2  miles  wide^  and  with  the  small  islands  of  Pulo 
Piisang  and  Pulo  Eapal  forming  a  semicircle  enclosing  the 
other  two  in  its  embrace,  and  having  all  the  appearance 
of  having  once  formed  the  outer  rim  of  a  gigantic  crater. 
The  volcano  is  a  heap  of  ashes,  scoriae,  and  sulphur. 
Banda  N'eira  contains  the  Dutch  town  and  fort,  behind 
which  is  a  precipitous  hill  crowned  by  a  flagstaff  at  a 
height  of  850  feet,  and  offering  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
town,  the  volcano,  and  the  nutmeg-gardens  which  cover 
most  of  the  larger  island. 

The  nutmeg  trees  are  here  grown,  as  they  grow  in 
their  native  forests,  under  the  shade  of  lofty  forest  trees, 
the  tree  used  here  being  the  kanaiy,  which  grows  to  a 
great  height,  and  whose  nuts  produce  a  valuable  oiL  The 
light  volcanic  soil,  the  partial  shade,  and  the  constant 
moisture  of  these  islands,  where  it  rains  more  or  less 
every  month  in  the  year,  seem  highly  favourable  to  the 
nutmeg  tree,  which  here  reaches  a  large  size,  produces 
abundance  of  fruit,  and  is  quite  free  from  those  diseases 
which  have  led  to  the  abandonment  of  nutmeg-growing 
in  Singapore.  The  nutmeg  tree  was  a  native  of  Banda, 
and  man's  cultivation  has  followed  the  method  of  nature, 
without  attempting  to  force  her  to  an  unduly  rapid  pro- 
duction. The  number  of  trees  on  the  islands  is  about 
half  a  miULon,  and  they  produce  annually  about  600,000 
poimds  of  nutmegs  and  140,000  pounds  of  mace;  yet, 
even  with  all  these  advantages,  the  possession  of  this 
monopoly  is  no  longer  profitable,  and  it  will  soon  be 
entirely  given  up. 

Eruptions  and  earthquakes  are  very  numerous  in 
Banda,  and  are  often  very  destructiva  During  the  last 
three  centuries  eruptions  are  recorded  at  thirteen  distinct 
periods,  some  of  them  lasting  several  months,  and  being 
generally  accompanied  by  destructive  earthquakes.  On  six 
occasions,  earthquakes  have  happened  unaccompanied  by 
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eraptions^  the  last  great  one  being  in  1852^  when  a  wave 
swept  over  the  islands  destroying  many  acres  of  the  nut- 
m^  plantations.  In  1690  and  1691  there  was  a  sac- 
cession  of  eruptions  and  earthquakes,  which  so  devastated 
the  place  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  emigrated  to  Am- 
boyna  and  Celebes  to  escape  destruction. 

The  inhabitants  of  Banda  when  first  visited  by  Euro- 
peans were  Mahometans,  and  probably  allied  to  the  Malays 
of  the  other  Moluccan  islands.  During  the  Portuguese 
and  Dutch  occupation,  however,  first  slaves  and  then  con- 
victs have  been  introduced  to  cultivate  the  nutm^  parks, 
and  the  inhabitants  are  now  a  miscellaneous  assemblage 
of  all  the  races  who  are  foimd  in  the  far  east 

Deer  and  pigs  aie  found  on  Banda,  as  weU  as  one  of 
the  curious  marsupials  of  the  genus  Cuscus.  Birds  aie 
tolerably  nimierous,  and  among  them  are  several  species 
quite  peculiar  to  these  small  islands — an  indication  of  their 
long  isolation  and  antiqidty. 

9.  Idands  east  of  CeratJi, 

Eastward  of  Ceram  are  a  number  of  small  islands 
forming  a  series  of  stepping-stones  to  the  more  important 
K&  group.  First  we  have  Kwammen  and  Kessing  close 
to  the  main  island,  and  a  little  further,  but  still  connected 
by  shoals  and  islets,  Ceram  Laut  Between  them  is  the 
curious  little  aquatic  village  of  Ejlwara,  built  around  a 
small  sandbank,  the  houses  standing  on  piles  half  in  the 
water  and  quite  concealing  the  land,  so  as  to  give  the 
place  a  most  singular  appearance  from  a  distance.  It  is 
chiefly  inhabited  by  Bugis  traders,  and  is  one  of  the  em- 
poriimis  of  the  far  east  where  all  the  articles  of  native 
trade  can  be  bought  and  sold. 

About  thirty  miles  farther  on  we  come  to  the  Goiam 
group,  consisting  of  the  two  islands  of  Groram  and  Mano- 
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wolko,  and  the  smaller  island  of  SuruakL  These  are 
governed  by  a  native  rajah,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
generally  known  as  Groram  men.  They  are  Mahometans 
of  Malay  type,  with  a  slight  infusion  of  Papuan  blood, 
and  speaking  a  peculiar  language,  and  are  probably  de- 
rived firom  a  mixture  of  Bugis  with  Moluccan  Malays. 
They  are  a  race  of  traders,  making  voyages  eveiy  year  to 
the  Ki  and  Aru  islands,  and  to  New  Guinea,  selling 
their  produce  to  Bugis  traders,  who  take  it  to  Macassar  or 
Singapore.  These  islands  consist  of  raised  coral  reefs, 
with  difb  and  terraces  rising  two  or  three  hundred  feet 
high.  In  Manowolko  there  are  no  streams,  but  there  are 
some  in  Goram,  which  probably  has  a  substratum  of 
harder  rock.  Goram  is  surroimded  by  an  encircling  reef, 
entirely  imder  water  except  at  the  lowest  ebb  tide,  but 
affording  excellent  anchorage  and  smooth  water  within. 

Twenty  miles  farther  to  the  south-east  are  the  small 
Matabello  islands,  of  coral  rock  raised  to  a  considerable 
height,  and  with  a  closely  encircling  reef  leaving  a  narrow 
but  secure  passage  for  native  boats  within  it.  The  rugged 
billfl  of  these  islands  are  covered  with  cocoa-nut  trees,  and 
the  natives  get  their  living  by  makiag  cocoa-nut  oil,  which 
they  sell  to  the  Bugis  traders.  The  only  water  here  is 
obtained  from  a  few  small  wells  near  the  beach ;  and  as 
the  people  live  high  up  on  the  hills  they  rarely,  if  ever, 
use  water  for  any  purpose  but  for  drinking.  They  are 
brown  Papuans  with  frizzly  hair,  and  are  pagans,  but 
from  much  association  with  the  Bugis  and  Goram  traders, 
have  obtained  some  small  tincture  of  Mahometanism. 

About  fifteen  miles  south  of  Matabello  is  Teor,  a  high 
rocky  island,  inhabited  by  a  race  of  tall  brown  Papuans, 
who  speak  a  language  with  resemblances  to  those  of 
Matabello  and  of  KL 
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10.  The  K6  Islands, 

From  Teor,  a  stretch  of  80  miles,  only  broken  \sj  a 
few  small  islets,  brings  ns  to  the  ISA  islands — ^K^  Ear,  or 
Great  "KA,  more  than  50  miles  long,  narrow,  and  moun- 
tainous, and  ISA  Donlan,  or  little  K4,  shorter  and  broader, 
much  less  elevated,  and  with  an  almost  level  sni&ce. 
The  K^  islands  are  covered  with  magnificent  forests,  and 
they  are  inhabited  by  two  distinct  races — the  indigenes, 
who  are  genuine  black  mop -headed  Papuans,  and  a 
Mahometan  people  of  mixed  blood,  who  are  said  to  have 
emigrated  &om  Banda,  on  its  being  taken  possession  of 
by  the  Dutch.  The  inhabitants  of  K^  are  wonderful 
boat-builders,  supplying  most  of  the  traders  to  New 
Guinea  and  Am  wiUi  praus  of  various  sizes.  Their  only 
tools  are  the  axe,  adze,  and  augur;  and  the  vessels  are 
built  without  the  use  of  iron,  the  solid  planks  being 
secured  together  by  pegs,  and  fastened  to  the  internal 
ribs  by  rattans.  So  truly  do  they  work,  that  planks  20 
or  30  feet  long  are  fitted  to  each  other  on  the  curved 
sides  of  a  vessel,  with  such  accuracy  as  to  require  veiy 
Uttle  caulking.  Every  plank  is  cut  out  of  a  tree  vridi 
the  -axe,  each  tree  producing  two  planks.  Vessels  of  30 
tons  burden  are  thus  bmlt,  which  are  excellent  sea-boats 
and  make  voyages  of  2000  miles  to  Singapore  with  per- 
fect safety,  and  are  probably  stronger  than  boats  of  a 
similar  size  built  by  Europeans,  and  fastened  with  iron 
nails.  Some  of  these  smaller  boats,  with  high  ornamented 
ends,  are  elegantly  shaped,  and  very  swift  either  to  paddle 
or  saiL 
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CHAPTER   XXL 

THE  TDiOB  GBOUP,  OB  LE8SEB  BUNDA  ISLANDS. 

1.  Phyrical  Description. 

Fboh  the  east  end  of  Java  a  chain  of  good-sized 
islands  stretches  in  a  straight  line  for  about  800  miles, 
till  it  seems  to  be  turned  aside  by  encountering  the  large 
island  of  Timor,  which  lies  somewhat  obliquely  to  their 
direction,  and  is  then  continued  by  a  series  of  veiy  small 
islands  for  about  400  miles  farther  to  the  Tenimber 
islands,  while  firom  the  eastern  extremity  of  Timor  another 
series  extends  to  Timor  Laut,  the  whole  chain  being  more 
than  1200  miles  in  length.  Between  the  western  end  of 
Timor  and  Sumbawa  the  islands  of  Botti,  Savu,  and  San- 
dalwood form  a  kind  of  loop-line  to  the  principal  chain. 
A  volcanic  belt,  with  many  active  volcanoes,  runs  in  a 
direct  line  from  Java  to  the  east  end  of  Timor,  and  then 
bends  north  and  east  to  Banda  without  reaching  Timor 
Laut,  which  island,  with  the  western  half  of  Timor  and 
Sandalwood  Island,  appears  to  be  non-volcanic. 

The  whole  group  of  islands  we  are  now  considering 
have  a  very  different  aspect  from  most  other  parts  of  the 
Malay  Archipelago,  and  especially  £rom  the  Moluccas, 
being  deficient  in  verdure,  for  t^e  most  part  without 
forests,  and  often  absolutely  barren^  This  deficiency  of 
forest-covering  begins  even  in  Bali,  so  close  to  luxuriant 
Java ;  and  increases  as  we  go  eastward,  till,  on  the  great 
island  of  Timor,  such  forests  as  are  found  in  Borneo  and 
the  Moluccas  are  quite  unknown,  and  are  only  repre- 

2  E 
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sented  by  dense  thickets  of  thorny  shmbs,  scattered  trees 
of  eucalyptus,  acacia,  and  sandalwood,  and  patches  of 
more  luxuriant  woods  in  some  of  the  moister  ravioes. 
The  country,  in  fact,  resembles  Australia  much  more  than 
the  Moluccas.  The  purely  volcanic  islands  near  Timor, 
of  which  Wetter  is  an  example,  are  bare  in  the  extreme, 
reminding  the  traveller  more  of  the  burnt  hills  of  Aden 
than  the  luxuriant  vegetation  of  the  Spice  Islands.  We 
can  hardly  err  in  tracing  this  remarkable  aridity  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  heated  interior  of  Australia,  directly  to  the 
south-east  of  the  islands  of  this  group.  It  is  well  known 
that  this  arid  continent  exercises  a  disturbing  effect  on 
the  meteorology  of  aU  the  surrounding  countries,  divert- 
ing the  monsoons  from  their  due  course,  and  by  its  ascend- 
ing currents  of  heated  air  preventing  the  deposition  of 
moisture  that  would  otherwise  take  place. 

2.  Natural  History. 

The  island  of  Bali  is  connected  with  Java  by  a  veiy 
shallow  sea,  and  has  no  doubt  once  formed  part  of  that 
island,  with  which  its  v^table  and  animal  productions 
closely  correspond.  The  strait  separating  Bali  from  Lorn- 
bok  is,  on  the  contrary,  very  deep ;  and  directly  we  cross 
it  we  come  among  a  new  set  of  animals,  and  appear  to 
have  left  Asia  for  Australia.  We  at  once  meet  with 
those  singular  birds  the  mound-builders  (Megapodiidse), 
as  well  as  friar-birds  and  other  honeysuckers,  cockatoos, 
and  many  other  groups  found  only  in  the  Australian 
region ;  while,  a  large  number  of  animals,  found  in  everjr 
one  of  the  Asiatic  islands,  suddenly  disappear.  We 
have  no  longer  any  elephants,  rhinoceroses,  or  tigers; 
none  of  the  camivora  but  a  common  civet-cat ;  none  of 
the  insectivora  but  the  small  shrew ;  none  of  the  numer- 
ous rodents  but  one  or  two  squirrels,  and  even  these  do 
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not  extend  as  £ar  as  Timor.  'From  the  great  size  of  the 
latter  island  (300  miles  long  and  50  wide),  we  should 
expect  that  it  would  support  a  considerable  number  of 
TnamTnalia ;  but  if  we  omit  the  commonest  of  the  Malay 
monkeys,  a  deer,  and  a  civet,  which  have  all  probably 
been  introduced,  we  find  that  it  has  none  at  all  that 
can  be  called  undoubted  natives,  except  a  pig,  a  shrew, 
and  a  species  of  Cuscus.  The  characteristic  mammals  of 
Australia  are  quite  as  much  wanting  as  those  of  Asia, 
forcing  us  to  conclude  that,  notwithstanding  its  large  size 
and  its  comparative  nearness  to  Australia  on  the  one 
hand,  and  to  Java  through  an  imbroken  chain  of  islands 
on  the  other,  it  has  never  been  actually  connected  with 
either  of  them,  or  it  would  certainly  have  received  some 
of  their  numerous  mammalia. 

Birds,  having  the  means  of  passing  freely  over  narrow 
arms  of  the  sea,  have  not  been  excluded ;  but  the  fact  that 
the  forms  of  Java  and  the  Moluccas  are  much  better 
represented  than  those  of  Australia,  leads  us  further  to  the 
conclusion  that  Timor  has  only  for  a  short  time  ap- 
proached nearer  to  Australia  t^an  it  does  now.  Not- 
withstanding the  similarity  in  climate  and  vegetation  to 
Australia,  the  birds  and  insects  of  Timor  more  resemble 
those  of  Java,  Celebes,  and  the  Moluccas — a  remarkable 
proof  that  the  productions  of  a  country  do  not  depend  so 
much  on  its  physical  conditions,  as  on  facilities  for  immi- 
gration from  surrounding  countries.^ 

3.  Baces  of  Mankind. 

This  chain  of  islands  is  pretty  sharply  divided  be- 
tween the  two  great  races  of  the  archipelago — the  Malays 

^  For  a  foil  discassion  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  faona  of  the  Timor 
group  of  islandSi  see  Wallace's  Geographical  DisiribtUion  of  Animals,  vol. 
i.  p.  422. 
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and  Papuans ;  the  former  extending  as  fisur  east  as  Sum* 
bawa,  while  from  Hoies,  through  all  the  other  islands, 
the  latter  pievaiL  The  individual  peculiarities  of  these 
races^  and  their  differences  in  mental  and  physical  cha- 
racter,  in  language  and  religion,  will  be  best  given  under 
the  heading  of  the  several  islands. 

4.  Bali, 

The  two  islands  of  Bali  and  Lombok  are  the  only 
portion  of  the  Malay  Archipelago  in  which  the  old  Hindu 
religion  still  maintains  itself. 

Bali  is  about  90  statute  miles  in  extreme  length,  and 
from  15  to  40  miles  wide,  with  an  area  of  about  2000 
square  miles.  It  is  mountainous  throughout,  the  main 
chain  running  from  west  to  east  in  apparent  continuation 
of  that  of  Java.  There  are  several  active  volcanoes,  &6 
highest,  Gunong  Agong,  said  to  be  over  11,000  feet 
high.  Gunong  Batur,  which  is  in  constant  activity,  is 
about  7000  feet  high,  and  caused  great  destruction  by  an 
eruption  in  November  1815.  Some  of  the  smaller  moun- 
teuns  are  calcareous.  Bali  has  many  small  rivers,  and  a 
number  of  small  lakes,  some  at  considerable  elevations. 
They  do  not  exceed  a  few  miles  in  diameter,  but  are 
usually  deep,  and  are  probably  formed  either  in  old 
craters,  or  in  depressions  formed  by  volcanic  disturbances. 
They  are  used  as  reservoirs  to  supply  water  for  irrigation, 
which  is  laigely  practised,  all  the  plains  and  lowlands 
being  highly  cultivated  and  exceedingly  fertile.  The 
population  of  the  island  was  860,000  in  1872,  or  415 
to  the  square  nule,  a  denser  population  even  than  Java. 
The  people  are  of  the  same  race  as  the  Javanese,  and  are 
quite  undistinguishable  from  them  in  physical  character. 
They  live  in  villages  surrounded  by  clay  walls,  and  their 
houses  have  also  walls  of  clay  with  a  thatch  of  grass  or 
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palm-leaves.  Their  agricnlture  is  very  perfect,  and  owing 
to  the  fertile  volcanic  soil,  and  the  constant  supply  of 
irrigation  water,  their  fields  produce  a  continual  succession 
of  crops,  giving  the  country  the  appearance  of  a  vast 
highly  cultivated  garden.  Eice,  beans,  cotton,  coffee, 
tobacco,  and  hides,  are  exported,  as  well  as  native  cotton 
cloths.  The  people  are  also  skilful  ironworkers,  and  with 
the  rudest  tools  and  appliances  make  admirable  weapons. 
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including  even  long-barrelled  guns  with  flint  locks,  used 
in  war  and  in  shooting  wild  cattle.  The  Balinese  speak 
a  peculiar  language,  and  they  have  a  sacred  tongue  the 
same  as  the  ancient  Kawi  of  Java.  They  write  in  the 
Javanese  character. 

The  Hindoo  religion  prevails  throughout  the  whole  of 
Bali,  and  the  people  are  divided,  as  among  the  old  Hin- 
doos, into  four  castes — priests,  soldiers,  merchants,  and 
labourers ;  the  second  order,  that  of  soldiers,  including  the 
rajahs,  gustis,  and  all  the  governing  classes.     The  country 
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is  divided  into  eight  independent  states^  each  under  a 
rajah,  but  the  whole  island  is  nominally  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Dutch  Sesident  of  Banjowangi,  at  the  east 
end  of  Java.  A  Dutch  official  resides  at  BeleUng  on 
the  north  coast,  the  chief  port  in  the  island.  The  govern- 
ment is  despotic,  the  lives  and  property  of  the  subjects 
being  at  the  mercy  of  the  rulers.  The  burning  of  widows 
and  slaves  on  the  death  of  great  men  is  still  practised 
here,  but  the  victims  usually  stab  themselves  before  the 
fire  is  lighted.  The  names  of  the  eight  provinces  or  king- 
doms of  Bali  are  as  follows: — ^Beleling,  Earang-Asam, 
Elongkong,  Tabanan,  Bangli,Mangiri,Gyanyar,andBadong. 

5.  Lomboh 

Lombok  is  rather  larger  and  more  compact  than  Bali, 
being  of  a  sub-quadrangular  shape,  about  55  miles  long  by 
45  broad,  and  with  an  area  of  2100  square  miles.  The 
northern  half  is  very  mountainous,  the  southern  hilly ;  and 
it  is  almost  wholly  volcanic,  except  on  the  south  coasts 
where  limestone  hills  occur.  The  Gunong  Binjani,  or 
Peak  of  Lombok,  in  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  island, 
is  marked  on  the  Dutch  maps  as  more  than  14,000  feet 
high ;  but  it  has  never  been  ascended  by  any  European, 
and  this  is  probably  an  over-estimate.  There  are  no 
active  volcanoes  in  Lombok,  but  many  extinct  craters, 
some  of  which  contedn  water  and  form  lakes  at  consider- 
able altitudes.  The  rivers  are  numerous,  but  all  small, 
the  chief  use  of  them  being  to  afford  constant  supplies  of 
water  for  irrigation,  which  is  applied  almost  as  extensively 
as  in  Bali  The  production  of  rice  is  enormous,  and  great 
quantities  are  exported,  as  well  as  a  good  deal  of  coffee, 
and  some  cotton,  hides,  and  horses. 

The  inhabitants  of  Lombok  are  called  Sassaks.  They 
are  a  Malay  race  aUied  to  the  Javanese  and  Bugis,  but 
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speaking  a  peculiar  language  written  in  the  Javanese 
character.  They  are  Mahometans,  but  about  a  centuiy 
ago  were  conquered  by  a  prince  of  Karang-Asam  in  Bali, 
whose  descendants  now  rule  over  the  whole  island.  A 
number  of  Balinese  are  settled  in  the  capital  city  of  Ma- 
taram,  and  these  are  all  of  the  Hindoo  religion — a  solitary 
example  of  Hindoos  having  conquered  and  still  keeping 
rule  over  Mahometans.  Mataram  is  only  three  nules 
inland  from  Ampanam,  the  chief  port  of  Lombok,  which 
consists  of  four  kampongs  or  villages,  inhabited  respect- 
ively by  Sassaks,  Balinese,  Bugis,  and  Malays.  Many 
whalers  come  here  to  obtain  rice  and  provisions.  The 
lading  of  ships  is,  however,  very  dangerous,  owing  to  the 
heavy  swell  that  breaks  upon  the  steep  beach,  even  in  the 
calmest  weather.  Boats  are  continually  upset  and  lives 
lost  here,  and  the  inhabitants  often  speak  of  the  sea  as  a 
hungry  monster,  ever  trying  to  devour  them.  When  there 
is  a  little  wind  from  the  south  or  south-west,  bringing  in 
a  swell  from  the  Pacific,  the  roUers  rise  to  an  enormous 
height,  breaking  close  to  the  beach,  on  which  they  tumble 
with  the  noise  of  thunder,  and  occasionally  rushing  up 
with  such  fury  as  to  render  it  very  dangerous  to  walk  near 
the  high-water  mark. 

The  Balinese  appear  to  govern  in  Lombok  with  some 
skill  and  moderation,  but  the  laws  are  very  severe,  theft 
being  punished  with  death,  while  any  one  found  in  another^s 
yard  or  house  at  night  is  lawfully  stabbed  and  his  body 
thrown  into  the  street,  when  no  inquiry  takes  place.  In 
the  city  of  Mataram  none  but  the  ruling  classes  may  ride 
on  horseback,  and  every  native  on  meeting  a  chief  gets  off 
his  horse  and  sits  on  the  ground  till  he  has  passed.  Here, 
as  in  Bali,  the  women  are  the  chief  traders;  and  the 
market  of  Ampanam,  held  under  a  magnificent  avenue  of 
fig  trees,  is  an  interesting  sight,  where  all  the  chief  pro- 
ducts of  the  countiy  and  the  many  races  that  inhabit  or 
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frequent  it  aie  to  be  found  collected  together.  A  few  miles 
inland  the  rajah  has  a  park  and  pleasure-house  called 
Gunong  Sari,  where  there  are  handsome  brick  gateways 
with  Hindoo  deities  in  stone,  resembling  those  of  the 
ruined  cities  of  Java ;  fish-ponds  stocked  with  fish,  which 
come  to  be  fed  on  the  striMng  of  a  gong;  and  deer  which 
win  come  out  of  the  woods  to  take  bread  firom  the  visitoi's 
hand  There  are  also  fantastic  pavilions,  grotesque  stataes, 
and  groves  of  fruit-trees, — altogether  a  very  pretty  place, 
though  now  much  n^lected,  but  still  serving  to  show 
that  these  rajahs  of  BaU  had  once  some  love  and  admira- 
tion both  for  nature  and  art 

Mr.  Grawfurd,  in  his  Dictionary  of  the  Malay  ArAir 
pdagOf  published  in  1856,  gives  the  population,  as  th^ 
estimated,  at  400,000,  of  which  380,000  weie  Sassaks, 
20,000  Balinese,and  5000  Bugis  and  Malays.  There  are 
also  a  few  Chinese,  and  about  half  a  dozen  Europeans. 
These  numbers  are  now  probably  greater,  but  there  is  no 
means  of  forming  any  more  accurate  estimate  of  the  popu- 
lation. Chinese  copper  money  is  the  only  coin  current 
with  the  natives  of  the  interior. 

6.  SumbawoL 

Crossing  the  straits  of  Alias  from  Lombok,  only  ten 
miles  wide,  we  come  to  the  much  laiger  island  of  Sum- 
bawa,  which  is  about  160  miles  long,  but  of  a  veiy 
irregular  shape,  being  almost  cut  in  two  by  the  deep  and 
wide  gulf  of  Saleh.  Its  area  is  about  5000  square  miles, 
or  a  little  laiger  than  Jamaica.  The  island  appears  to  be 
very  mountainous  and  almost  wholly  volcanic,  containing 
many  volcanic  cones,  both  active  and  extinct  One  of 
these,  the  volcano  of  Tomboro,  occupies  the  entire  extre- 
mity of  the  northern  promontoiy,  and  its  great  eruption, 
in  1815,  is  one  of  the  most  dreadful  recorded  in  histoiy. 
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The  following  account  is  taken  chiefly  from  Sir  Charles 
Lyell's  Principles  of  Geology, 

The  great  eruption  b^an  on  April  5th,  was  most  vio- 
lent on  the  11th  and  12th,  and  did  not  entirely  cease  till 
the  following  July.  The  sound  of  the  explosions  was 
heard  at  Bencoolen  in  Sumatra^  a  distance  of  over  1100 
miles  in  one  direction,  and  at  Temate,  a  distance  of  over 
900  in  a  nearly  opposite  direction.  Violent  whirlwinds 
carried  up  men,  horses,  cattle,  and  whatever  else  came 
within  their  influence,  into  the  air ;  tore  up  the  laigest 
trees  by  the  roots,  and  covered  the  sea  with  floating 
timber.  Memy  streams  of  lava  issued  from  the  crater  and 
flowed  in  dififerent  directions  to  the  sea,  destroying  every- 
thing in  their  course.  Even  more  destructive  were  the 
ashes,  which  fell  in  such  quantities  that  they  broke  into 
the  Besident's  house  at  Bima,  more  than  60  miles  to  th^ 
eastward,  and  rendered  most  of  the  houses  in  that  town 
uninhabitable.  On  the  west  towards  Java,  and  on  the 
north  towards  Celebes,  the  ashes  darkened  the  air  to  a 
distance  of  300  miles,  while  fine  ashes  fell  in  Amboyna 
and  Banda,  more  than  800  nules  distant;  and  in  such 
quantity  at  Bruni,  the  capital  of  Borneo,  more  than  900 
miles  north,  that  the  event  is  remembered  and  used  as  a 
date-reckoner  to  this  day.  To  the  west  of  Sumbawa  the 
sea  was  covered  with  a  floating  mass  of  fine  ashes  two  feet 
thick,  through  which  ships  forced  their  way  with  diffi- 
culty. The  darkness  caused  by  the  ashes  in  the  daytime 
was  more  profound  than  that  of  the  darkest  nights,  and 
this  horrid  pitchy  gloom  extended  a  distance  of  300  miles 
to  the  westward  into  Java.  Along  the  sea-coast  of  Sum- 
bawa and  the  neighbouring  islands,  the  sea  rose  suddenly 
to  the  height  of  from  2  to  12  feet,  so  that  every  vessel 
was  forced  from  its  anchorage  and  driven  on  shore.  The 
town  of  Tomboro  sank  beneath  the  sea,  and  remained 
permanently  18  feet  deep  where  there  had  been  diy  land 


426  COMPENDIUM  OF  GEOGftAPHT  AND  TRAVEL. 

before.  The  noisea>  the  tremors  of  the  earth,  and  the  &U 
of  ashes  from  this  eruption,  extended  over  a  circle  of  more 
than  2000  miles  in  diameter ;  and  out  of  a  population  of 
12,000  persons  who  inhabited  the  province  of  Tomboro 
previous  to  the  eruption,  it  is  said  that  only  26  indivi- 
duals survived. 

Little  is  known  of  the  v^etable  productions  of  Sum- 
bawa,  except  that  the  teak-tree  is  indigenous;  while 
among  birds  the  beautiful  green  jungle -fowl  of  Java 
{Qaliua  farcaJtui)  is  found  here,  as  well  as  the  common 
species. 

The  inhabitants  are  Malays,  allied  to  the  Bugis  of 
Celebes.  Six  distinct  languages  are  spoken,  and  most  of 
the  people  are  Mahometans ;  but  there  are  in  the  interior 
some  savage  races,  corresponding  to  the  Dyaks  of  Bomea 
Some  of  the  valleys  are  fertile,  and  a  good  deal  of  lice  is 
produced,  but  agriculture  is  less  advanced  than  in  Bdi 
and  Lombok.  There  are  no  natural  reservoirs  of  watier, 
and  the  streams  are  often  precipitous  and  run  dry  in  the 
summer,  so  that  irrigation  would  be  difficult  even  weie 
the  people  sufficiently  advanced  to  attempt  it.  Poniee 
are  very  abundant,  and  are  considered  the  best  in  the 
whole  archipelago,  and  these,  with  rice,  form  the  specialty 
of  the  island,  which,  however,  also  exports  some  tobaccOi 
wax,  birds'  nests,  gold,  pearls,  sulphur,  timber,  and  sapan- 
wood.  The  island  is  divided  into  four  native  states, 
named  Sumbawa,  Dompo,  Sangar,  and  Bima;  but  the 
Dutch  have  an  Assistant-Besident  at  Bima,  and  exercise  a 
general  supervision  over  the  governments  of  the  island 
The  population  is  unknown,  but  is  said  to  have  been 
170,000  previous  to  the  great  eruption.  Many  Malays 
and  Balinese,  and  a  very  large  number  of  Bugis,  are 
settled  in  the  island,  with  a  few  Chinese  and  Europeans. 
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7.  Flores  and  Sandalwood  Island. 

m 

Pasaing  the  Straits  of  Sapi  and  the  uninhabited  island 
of  Comodo,  we  arrive  at  the  laige  island  of  Flores,  about 
230  miles  long  and  from  15  to  35  miles  wide,  very 
mountainous,  and  with  active  and  extinct  volcanoes,  but 
almost  entirely  unknown  to  Europeans.  We  have  now 
passed  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  great  races  of 
the  archipelago,  the  natives  of  Flores  being  tall  and  robust 
frizzly-haired  savages,  belonging  to  the  dark  Papuan  race, 
but  more  nearly  allied  to  the  Timorese  than  to  the  New 
Guinea  people. 

The  loftiest  mountains  of  Flores  are  said  to  be  nearly 
10,000  feet  high,  tolerably  well  wooded,  and  producing 
copper,  but  littie  or  no  gold  or  iron.  The  forests  produce 
sapan-wood,  and  another  kind  yielding  a  yellow  dye,  called 
"  kayu-kunnig  "  by  the  Malays.  The  thickets  near  the 
coast  are  infested  with  a  dreadfully  poisonous  shrub,  pro- 
bably one  of  the  EuphorbiacesB,  whose  juice  when  cut 
causes  severe  wounds  and  fever,  or  even  blindness  if  it 
touches  the  eye.  Sandal-wood  is  also  found  here,  and 
with  beeswax  and  ponies  forms  the  chief  export 

The  Portuguese  once  had  a  settiement  at  the  east  end 
of  the  islands,  and  made  many  converts  to  Christianity ; 
and  at  Larantuca  there  still  remains  a  mixed  race  of  Por^ 
tuguese  origin  who  are  nominal  Christians.  A  consider- 
able number  of  Bugis  are  settled  at  Ende  on  the  south 
coast  and  at  other  places ;  while  emigrants  from  Bima  in 
Sumbawa  have  established  themselves  at  Mangarai  on  the 
north  coast  in  several  villages. 

To  the  east  of  Flores,  and  separated  only  by  narrow 
straits,  are  five  islands, — Solor  and  Adanara,  Lomblem 
Pantar,  and  Ombai,  in  a  continuous  line  towards  the 
east  end  of  Timor.  These  are  all  hilly  and  volcanic,  and 
rather  barren ;  and  they  are  inhabited  by  people  of  the 
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same  character  as  those  of  Flores,  while  a  few  Bugis  or  other 
Malays  are  settled  here  and  there  along  the  coasts.  The 
Dutch  exercise  supervision  over  all  these  islands^  through 
their  Sesident  at  Goupang  in  Timor,  and  an  administrator 
at  Larantuca,  with  suhordinates  in  several  of  the  other 
islands.  The  people  of  Solor  are  excellent  fishermen,  and 
frequently  capture  the  small  whales  called  black-fisk 

The  large  island  Sumba  or  Sandalwood,  130  miles 
long  by  50  wide,  is  situated  36  miles  south  of  the  western 
part  of  Mores,  and  the  same  distance  from  the  extremity 
of  Sumbawa.  It  is  mountainous  and  probably  volcanic, 
but  very  little  is  known  of  it.  The  people  are  said  by 
Mr.  Grawfiud  to  be  of  Malayan  race,  and  of  superior 
civilisation,  the  population  being  large  and  the  countzy 
well  cultivated.  They  grow  rice  and  maize,  wear  cotton 
clothing,  and  possess  goats,  bufbloes,  and  ponies.  They 
export  sandal-wood,  birds'  nests,  beeswax,  and  tortoise- 
shell,  the  trade  being  carried  on  whoUy  by  Bugis  who 
visit  the  island  regularly  in  their  praus. 

Eastward  is  the  small  island  of  Savu,  whose  inhabit- 
ants are  of  a  very  superior  type,  judging  by  some  of  their 
chiefs  seen  by  the  present  writer  at  Timor  in  1859. 
They  resembled  Hindoos  or  Arabs  rather  than  Malays, 
having  fine  well-formed  features,  with  straight  thin  noses 
and  clear  brown  complexions.  Both  these  islands  are  prac- 
tically independent,  but  are  included  under  the  Dutch 
rule,  receiving  occasional  official  visits  from  the  auUiorities 
of  Coupang. 

8.  Timor. 

The  island  of  Timor,  situated  in  the  extreme  south  of 
the  archipelago,  is  300  miles  long,  and  for  the  greater 
part  of  its  length  60  miles  wide.  It  is  therefore  con- 
siderably larger  than  Coram,  and  has  an  area  of  more  than 
11,000  square  miles.     Timor  lies  obliquely  to  tiie  great 
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chain  of  volcanoes  from  Java  to  Banda ;  and  its  geological 
fonnation  is  veiy  different,  consisting  mainly  of  slates, 
schists,  and  sandstones,  "with  limestone  rocks  of  carboni- 
ferous age  at  the  western  extremity,  as  well  as  much 
raised  coral  rock.  It  is  generally  considered  that  there 
are  no  volcanoes  in  Timor,  and  none  were  known  to  Mr. 
Crawfurd  when  he  compiled  his  valuable  Dictionary.  Mr. 
Scrope,  however,  in  his  work  on  volcanoes,  speaks  of 
Timor  Peak  as  a  mountain  of  great  height,  continually 
active  before  the  year  1638,  when  it  was  blown  up  during 
an  eruption,  and  replaced  by  a  crater-formed  lake. 
Previous  to  this  eruption  the  mountain  was  said  to  be 
visible  300  miles  off,  and  was  therefore  probably  the 
loftiest  in  the  archipelago.  Gunong  Alias,  about,  the 
middle  of  the  south  coast,  is  marked  on  the  latest  Dutch 
maps  as  being  11,500  feet  high. 

Timor  is  mountainous  throughout,  but  the  ranges 
seldom  rise  higher  than  5000  or  6000  feet.  They  are 
generally  bare  or  thinly  wooded,  and  often  exceedingly 
sterile.  The  interior  seems  to  be  an  extensive  table-land, 
cut  up  into  numerous  parallel  ridges  with  intervening 
valleys.  These  high  lands  produce  excellent  wheat  and 
potatoes,  while  sheep  and  ponies  appear  to  thrive.  The 
rivers  are  numerous  but  are  not  navigable,  and  from  the 
excessive  drought  of  the  dry  season  and  the  porous 
nature  of  the  soil,  many  of  them  do  not  reach  the  sea  at 
that  time  of  the  year.  The  only  metals  known  to  exist 
are  iron,  and  small  quantities  of  copper  and  gold. 
Sandal-wood  of  the  best  quality  aboimds,  and  forms  one 
of  the  chief  exports  from  the  ialand. 

The  iohabitants  of  Timor  appear  to  be  wholly  of 
Papuan  race,  but  of  a  very  distinct  type  from  the  natives 
of  New  Guinea.  Their  hair  is  less  frizzled,  their  colour 
somewhat  lighter,  and  their  features  less  prominent.  They 
are  also  one  step  higher  in  civilisation,  making  coarse 
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cotton  cloths  of  a  peculiar  pattern,  wearing  a  characteristic 
costume,  and  having  several  domestic  animals.  TheiT 
houses  are  usually  not  raised  on  posts,  and  are  either 
large  and  oblong,  or  small  conical  huts  with  a  door  ahont 
three  feet  high.  They  form  ingenious  umbrellas  out  of 
palm  leaves,  make  curious  wallets  of  doth,  and  have  the 
practice  of  the  "  taboo "  in  full  force.  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  they  may  be  a  race  who  have  migrated 
westward  from  the  Pacific  They  are  divided  into  many 
small  tribes  speaking  a  variety  of  languages,  are  warlike, 
and  for  the  most  part  have  preserved  their  independence. 
They  are  all  pagans  in  religion,  and  have  many  barbarous 
rites,  such  as  sacrificing  slaves  at  the  interment  of  their 
chiefs,  and  stealing  heads  like  the  wild  tribes  of  Boiuea 

The  western  half  of  the  island  is  under  the  nominal 
rule  of  the  Dutch,  whose  chief  settlement  is  Ck>upang,  a 
neat  little  town  with  a  mixed  population  of  Malays, 
Chinese,  Dutch,  and  natives.  The  Dutch  Beaident  super- 
vises the  government  of  the  eleven  native  States  into 
which  this  part  of  the  island  is  divided,  as  well  as  the 
islands  of  Semau  and  Botti  to  the  south-west,  the  latter 
forming  the  southernmost  land  of  the  Malay  Archipdago, 
and  inhabited  by  a  people  of  Malay  rather  than  Papuan 
type.  The  jwpulation  of  Coupang  is  about  7000,  of 
whom  about  100  are  Europeans.  It  is  a  place  of  some 
trade,  and  whalers,  as  well  as  many  merchant  ships,  call 
here  for  provisions  and  water.  The  chief  exports  are 
sandal-wood,  beeswax,  horses,  and  maize. 

The  Portuguese  have  their  chief  settlement  at  Delli 
a  miserable  town  of  hovels,  with  a  ruined  fort,  and  even  the 
best  buildings  only  of  day  and  thatch,  without  any  attempt 
at  decoration  or  even  neatness.  There  is  a  Portuguese 
governor,  and  many  officers  and  officials  ;  but  there  are  not 
five  mUes  of  road  in  any  direction,  and  the  fine  hills  that 
rise  at  the  back  of  the  town  have  not  even  decent  bridle- 
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paths  to  make  them  accessible,  though  the  town  is  veiy 
unhealthy.  Owing  to  the  vicinity  of  high  land  with  a 
cool  climate,  Delli  is  the  outlet  for  the  wheat  and  potatoes 
which  the  natives  grow  on  the  hiUs.  These  aie  of  ex- 
cellent quality,  and  were  there  an  energetic  government 
and  a  few  good  roads,  this  island  would  probably  supply 
the  whole  European  population  of  the  archipelago  with 
bread.  Sheep  also  thrive  on  the  hills,  and  though  wool- 
bearing  varieties  have  not  been  introduced,  the  mutton  is 
very  good.  Coffee  of  superior  quality  is  also  grown  here. 
Ponies  are  abundant,  and,  with  sandal-wood  and  beeswax, 
complete  the  list  of  articles  exported.  The  population  of 
the  island  of  Timor  is  quite  unknown,  but  from  the  com- 
parative infertility  of  its  aoil,  and  the  rude  condition  of  its 
inhabitants,  it  cannot  be  great ;  and  Mr.  Crawf urd  is  prob- 
ably not  fax  wrong  in  estimating  that  it  does  not  exceed 
100,000. 

9.  Islands  east  of  Timor. 

To  the  eastward  of  Timor  extend  numerous  groups  of 
islands,  most  of  which  are  very  little  known.  The  first 
we  meet  with  is  Wetter,  a  considerable  island  more  than 
80  miles  long,  situated  about  50  miles  north-east  of  Delli. 
It  is  mountainous  and  very  uninviting  in  appearance,  the 
hiUs  being  absolutely  bare  of  trees,  and  the  whole  island 
looking  like  a  recent  volcanic  product.  The  iohabitants 
are  like  those  of  Timor ;  and  there  are  a  few  Bugis  settled 
on  the  coasts.     The  principal  export  is  beeswax. 

Eastward  of  Wetter  is  Boma,  a  high  and  mountainous 
island  about  fifteen  miles  long,  inhabited  by  a  people  said 
to  be  of  Malay  race,  and  who  have  been  converted  to 
Christianity  by  Dutch  teachers.  They  are  industrious 
and  inoffensive,  and  are  good  fishermen.  They  export 
chiefly  beeswax  and  tortoise-shell. 

Still  farther  eastward  about  80  miles  is  Damma,  a 
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mountainous  volcanic  island  with  a  loffy  volcanic  peak 
The  inhabitants  aie  like  those  of  Wetter.  It  produces 
sago,  and  nutmeg  trees  are  said  to  grow  wild. 

To  the  south  of  these  and  east  of  Timor  are  the  islands 
of  Boma  and  Kissa,  and  the  group  of  the  Serwatty 
islands,  all  inhabited  by  a  similar  Malayan  race  who  have 
been  converted  to  Christianity.  The  Dutch  formerly  had 
an  establishment  at  Eissa,  but  the  islands  are  now  under 
the  Besident  of  Banda,  who  occasionally  visits  th^n 
officially.  The  people  of  these  islands  are  said  to  be  tall 
and  good-looking,  and  veiy  industrious ;  cultivating  yams 
and  sweet  potatoes,  and  raising  abundance  of  poultiy  and 
hogs. 

Leaving  this  Malayan  oasis,  we  come  again,  at  the 
island  of  Babber,  to  a  dark  Papuan  race  in  a  barbarous 
condition,  and  the  same  type  probably  inhabits  the  small 
islands  to  the  north,  Nila  and  Seroa. 

The  Tenimber  islands  are  an  extensive  group,  of  which 
the  largest  island,  Timor  Laut,  is  about  100  miles  long,  and 
is  situated  in  a  line  between  Timor  and  the  Am  islands. 
The  inhabitants  are  said  to  be  dangerous,  and  are  seldom 
visited,  so  that  Uttle  is  known  of  them,  except  by  the 
Bugis  and  Coram  people,  who  trade  with  them  for  tri- 
pang,  tortoise-shell,  and  other  products.  One  of  the 
chief  villages  is  on  the  south-east  coast,  and  is  named 
OlUiet.  It  consists  of  numerous  wooden  houses  raised  on 
posts,  and  the  gables  decorated  with  ornaments  resembling 
cows'  horns.  The  people  are  said  by  Crawfnrd  to  be 
Malayan,  but  aro  probably  of  the  brown  Papuan  t^pe 
like  those  of  Gilolo  or  Ceram,  perhaps  intermixed  with 
some  Malayan  race.  In  the  interior  a  savage,  black, 
frizzly-haired  people  aro  said  to  exist  Thero  is  abun- 
dance of  hogs,  goats,  and  poultiy  in  Timor  Laut ;  and  the 
moro  civilised  people  aro  industrious  and  skilful  fisheim^L 

Of  the  natural  histoiy  of  this  island  nothing  is  known, 
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except  that  the  Bugis  praus  bring  home  with  them 
a  beautifal  blue  and  led  I017  of  a  peculiar  species 
{JSas  cyanostriata).  This  would  imply  that  the  fauna  is 
more  allied  to  that  of  the  Moluccas  than  to  Timor^  and 
renders  it  probable  that  it  would  well  repay  the  naturaUst 
who  should  succeed  in  exploring  the  island. 
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CHAPTER  XXIL 

NEW  GUINEA  AND  THE  PAPUANS. 

Under  the  name  of  Melanesia  we  comprehend  all  tlie 
islands  and  groups  of  islands  stretching  from  New  Guinea 
in  the  west  to  Yiti  or  Fiji  in  the  east ;  that  is  to  saj,  the 
domain  chiefly  occupied  by  the  Papuan  race.  The  senes 
begins  with  the  still  but  little  explored  New  Gmnea, 
with  its  surrounding  islands ;  and  the  Admiralty  Isles, 
New  Britain^  and  New  Ireland,  to  the  north-east  Pro- 
ceeding still  eastwards,  or  rather  to  the  south-east,  we 
meet  with  the  Solomon  Islands,  the  Santa  Cruz  or  Queen 
Charlotte  group,  the  New  Hebrides,  the  French  settlements 
of  New  Caledonia  and  the  Loyalty  Islands,  and  lastly, 
considerably  farther  east,  the  Fiji  Archipelago. 

The  present  chapter  will  be  devoted  to  New  Guinea, 
and  the  islands  to  the  north  and  west  which  are  joiued 
to  it  by  a  shallow  sea,  and  have  evidently,  at  no  distant 
period,  formed,  with  it,  one  extensive  land. 

1.  Positions,  Dimensions,  eta. 

The  great  island  of  New  Guinea  stretches  in  a 
N.N.W.  and  S.S.K  direction,  beyond  the  Moluccan  and 
Arafura  seas,  thus  forming  a  barrier  between  the  Malaj 
Islands  and  the  Pacific.  It  lies  whoUy  to  the  south  of 
the  equator,  extending  between  O""  22',  and  10^  42'  south 
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latitude,  and  between  130**  50'  and  150**  50'  east  longi- 
tude. Its  extreme  length,  according  to  the  latest  maps,  is 
1490  miles,  and  its  greatest  breadth  about  410  miles. 
Its  area  is  about  300,000  statute  miles,  so  that  it  is  very 
considerably  larger  than  Borneo,  which  has  generally  been 
thought  to  exceed  it,  and  undoubtedly  holds  the  first  place 
among  the  islands  of  the  globe.  The  form  of  New  Guinea 
is  very  irregular,  but  it  has  a  large  compact  central  mass, 
with  great  prolongations  at  both  extremities.  Its  exten- 
sive north-western  peninsula,  formed  by  the  deep  inlet  of 
Great  Geelvink  Bay  on  the  north,  is  again  almost  cut 
into  two  portions  by  the  deep  and  narrow  MacCluer's  Inlet 
on  the  west  coast  The  western  extremity  terminates  in 
the  two  headlands  called  respectively  Cape  Spencer  and 
English  Gape  (by  the  natives,  Tanjong  Bam  and  Tanjong 
Sele),  between  which  lies  the  large  island  of  Salwatty, 
separated  from  the  mainland  by  the  island-strewn  Galewo 
Straits.  The  southern  extension  is  somewhat  more  elon- 
gate, terminating  in  a  kind  of  fork ;  the  northern  portion 
very  narrow,  forming  East  Gape,  the  southern  more 
rounded  and  named  North  Foreland,  which  is  separated 
by  Ghina  Straits  from  a  group  of  islands  of  which  the 
chief  are  Basilisk  and  Moresby  Islands.  Generally  the 
outline  is  tolembly  even,  but  there  are  a  good  many  inlets, 
bays,  and  harbours,  in  various  parts  of  its  extensive  coasts. 
The  best  known  are  Dorey  Harbour,  Humboldt  Bay, 
Astrolabe  Bay,  Huon  Gulf,  Gollingwood  Bay,  and  Good- 
enough  Bay,  on  the  north ;  Milne  Bay  at  the  south-eastern 
extremity ;  Hood's  Bay,  Port  Moresby,  Bedscar  Bay,  Hall 
Sound,  and  the  estuaiy  of  the  Fly  river  to  the  east  of 
Torres  Straits ;  with  Triton  Bay,  Elamrau  Bay,  and  Van 
Groens  Bay,  on  the  west  coast  of  the  northern  peninsula. 
There  are  also  numerous  islands  all  roimd  the  coast,  which 
afford  shelter,  and  to  some  extent  supply  the  want  of 
harbours. 
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2.  Physical  Features  of  the  Country. 

This  great  island  appears  to  be  divided  into  a  noithern 
and  a  southern  mountainous  portion,  with  a  vast  extent 
of  lowlands  in  its  centre ;  but  far  too  little  is  yet  known 
to  enable  us  to  determine  whether  these  lowlands  extend 
quite  across  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.     The  massive  peninsula 
north  of  MacCluer^s  Inlet  appears  to  be  everywhere  moun- 
tainous, a  continuous  series  of  range  behind  range  ex- 
tending along  the  north  coast,  culminating,  to  the  south 
of  Dorey  Harbour,  in  Mount  Arfak,  from  9000  to  10,000 
feet  high.     A  considerable  river  enters  the  sea  to  the  east 
of  Tanjong  Bam,  and  is  said  to  rise  in  the  Arfak  moun- 
tains.     In   the   narrow    isthmus   at   the   head   of  the 
MacCluer  Inlet  there  is  a  ridge  about  1200  feet  high,  and 
the  whole  of  the  peninsula  south  of  the  inlet  appears  to 
be  equally  mountainous.    When  we  pass  into  the  great 
central  mass  of  land  to  the  south  and  east  of  Geelvink 
Bay,  the  mountain  ranges  increase  in  altitude.     On  the 
south  coast,  east  of  Lakahia  Island,  are  the  Charles  Louis 
Mountains,  beginning  at  Tanjong  Bum  with  a  height  of 
near  5000  feet,  and  increasing  to  the  eastward,  tiU  about 
136"*  east  longitude  they  reach  a  height  of  9500  feet 
They  then  stretch  farther  inland  in  an  easterly  direction ; 
but  their  sununits  have  been  seen,  in  fine  weather,  appa- 
rently snow-covered,  and  their  height  has  been  estimated 
at  17,000  or  18,000  feet,  by  far  the  loftiest  sunmiits  in 
the  archipelago,  and  even  in  the  whole  space  between  the 
Himalayas  and  the  Andes.     This  great  range  appears  to 
run  approximately  along  the  fourth  parallel  of  latitude, 
and  it  may  thus  merge  into  the  northern  coast  range  of 
mountains.     That  it  does   not  extend  farther  south  is 
proved  by  the  fact  of  the  Fly  river  having  been  ascended 
to  latitude  4"*  30',  more  than  half-way  across  the  island, 
in  a  low  countr}'-,  with  but  very  small  hills.     Everywhere 
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on  the  south  of  the  island^  west  of  Torres  Straits,  the 
coast  is  low  and  swampy,  and  no  hills  are  visible;  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  north  coast,  which  appears  to  be 
everywhere  hilly  except  at  Point  D'Urville,  in  longitude 
138^  where  a  great  river  delta  breaks  the  line  of  uplands. 
Passiqg  through  Torres  Straits  to  longitude  144^  hills 
commence,  and  soon  increase  into  a  fine  mountain  range, 
with  Mount  Yule,  10,040  feet  high,  in  longitude  147'' 
30',  and  Mount  Owen  Stanley,  13,205  feet  high,  about 
60  miles  farther  south,  and  40  miles  inland  from  Port 
Moresby.  This  range  continues  in  a  series  of  peaks  of 
10,000,  8000,  11,000,  9000,  and  6000  feet,  to  the 
extremity  of  the  island,  where  it  terminates  in  the  North 
Foreland,  about  1800  feet  high.  On  the  north  the  hills 
are  not  so  high,  but  they  seem  everywhere  to  approach 
the  shore,  and  give  indications  of  a  mountainous  interior. 

3.  Early  History  wnd  Secent  JExploraiion  in  New  Guinea. 

Till  quite  recently  New  Guinea  was  an  almost  com- 
plete terra  iTicognita ;  but  within  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  more  especially  within  the  last  six  years,  a  number 
of  travellers,  naturalists,  and  missionaries,  have  visited  it ; 
some  have  penetrated  into  its  interior ;  and  a  considerable 
body  of  information  as  to  its  natural  productions  and 
human  inhabitants  has  been  got  together. 

The  earliest  knowledge  of  this  great  island  seems  to 
have  been  obtained  by  the  Portuguese,  one  of  their  ships 
having  stayed  some  time  in  a  port  on  the  north  coast,  as 
early  as  1526.  Two  years  later  a  Spanish  ship  from 
Mexico  coasted  for  a  month  along  the  north  of  New 
Guinea,  which  was  then  called  Papua,  from  a  Malay  word 
applied  to  the  natives,  meaning  Mzzly-haired.  Another 
Spaniard,  Ynigo  Ortiz  de  Eetes,  in  the  ship  San  Juan, 
sailed  along  the  north  coast  in  1546,  anchored  ia  several 
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harbouis,  and  was  the  first  to  give  the  country  the  name 
of  New  Guinea,  from  the  resemblance  of  the  people  to 
negroes.  In  1606  Luis  Yaes  de  Torres  passed  through 
the  straits  which  still  hear  his  name,  and  sailed  along  the 
south  coast,  taking  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  the 
king  of  Spain.  In  the  same  year  the  Dutch  began  their 
explorations  in  these  seas,  visited  the  Aru  and  E^  islands, 
and  sailed  along  the  west  and  south  coasts  of  New  Guinea ; 
and  from  that  time,  for  more  than  two  centuries,  almost 
all  the  exploration  of  the  coasts  was  made  by  this  nation ; 
and  we  find  their  voyages  commemorated  in  numerous 
Dutch  names,  as  G^lvink  Bay,  Schouten's  Islands,  and 
MacCluer^s  Inlet  In  1700  our  countryman  Dampier 
sailed  along  the  north  coast,  touching  at  many  points, 
naming  many  capes  and  islands,  and  discovering  the  strait 
which  bears  his  name.  Thus  a  considerable  knowledge  of 
the  coast  was  obtained ;  but  not  a  single  attempt  was  made 
to  penetrate  the  interior.  In  1827  a  small  Dutch  settle- 
ment was  attempted  at  Triton  Bay,  on  the  south-west 
coast ;  but  it  was  soon  given  up,  and  no  attempt  at  explo- 
ration appears  to  have  been  made.  The  present  writer 
was  informed  by  a  Dutch  gentleman  at  Macassar,  that 
the  officer  in  charge  of  this  settlement,  finding  the  life 
there  insufferably  monotonous,  killed  the  cattle  and  other 
live  stock,  and  reported  that  they  had  died,  and  that  the 
place  was  unhealthy  and  the  natives  intractable.  Had  a 
naturalist  been  chosen  for  the  post,  we  have  every  reason 
to  believe  a  very  different  result  would  have  been  obtained 
During  these  voyages  a  considerable  number  of  men 
belonging  to  the  several  ships  were  murdered  by  the 
natives,  who  have  hence  acquired  an  exceptionally  bad 
reputation.  But  the  narratives  of  many  of  the  voyagers 
show  ample  reason  for  such  treatment  Very  often  the 
Papuans  were  fired  at  because  they  appeared  armed  to 
resist  the  landing  of  a  boat's  crew ;  at  other  times  theii 
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houses  were  entered  in  their  absence,  or  cocoa-nut  trees 
cat  down, — ^both  acts  of  open  hostility  in  the  eyes  of  all 
these  peopl&  The  Malajm  and  Groram  men,  who  from  time 
immemorial  have  traded  on  the  south-west  coast  of  New 
Guinea^  have  often  attacked  the  natives  and  carried  away 
their  women  and  children  as  slaves ;  and  it  is  on  this 
very  coast  that  most  of  the  massacres  of  ships'  crews 
have  occurred. 

The  south-eastern  coasts  of  New  Guinea  have  been 
mostly  surveyed  by  British  ships.  In  1843  the  "  Fly" 
discovered  the  river  named  after  that  ship,  and  the  sur- 
vey was  continued  by  the  **  Battlesnake."  But  it  was  not 
till  1873  that  Captain  Moresby,  in  the  ''Basilisk,"  de- 
termined the  form  of  the  south-eastern  extremity,  which 
had  previously  been  totally  unknown,  and  thus  completed 
our  knowledge  of  the  external  form  and  dimensions  of 
this  vast  island.  We  must  now  turn  to  the  various 
attempts  to  penetrate  the  interior  and  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  human  inhabitants  and  the  animal  and  vegetable 
life  of  this  interesting  country. 

Till  the  present  century  nothing  was  really  known 
about  New  Guinea  and  its  productions,  except  that  its 
inhabitants  were  like  negroes,  and  that  it  produced  the 
beautiful  "  birds-of-paradise."  Dampier  discovered  an- 
other of  the  remarkable  birds,  the  crowned  pigeon,  which 
he  describes  as  ''  a  stately  land-fowl,  about  the  size  of  the 
dunghill  cock,  sky-coloured,  but  vrith  a  white  blotch  and 
reddish  spots  about  the  wings,  and  a  long  bunch  of 
feathers  on  the  crown,"  a  most  accurate  and  easily  recog- 
nisable description.  The  French  naturalist  Lesson  was 
the  first  European  who  visited  New  Guinea  with  a  scien- 
tific object,  in  the  surveying  ship  **  Coquille,"  about  the 
year  1824;  but  he  only  stayed  a  few  days,  and  made 
but  scanty  collections.  Other  discovery  ships,  both  French 
and  Dutch,  with  naturalists  on  board,  touched  at  several 


440     COMPENDIUM  OF  GEOGRAPHY  Ain>  TRAVEL, 

points  on  the  coast,  and  obtained  samples  of  the  produc- 
tions of  the  country.  In  1858  the  editor  of  tiiis  volume 
visited  Dorey,  on  the  north  coast  of  New  Gninea,  and 
remained  there  with  four  Malay  servants  for  three  and  a 
half  months ;  and  this  was  the  first  time  that  any  Euro- 
pean had  ventured  to  reside  alone,  and  practically  un- 
protected, on  the  mainland  of  this  country.  Extensive 
collections  of  birds  and  insects  were  made ;  but  it  was 
not  found  practicable  to  penetrate  more  than  a  few  miles 
inland  Three  years  afterwards,  therefore,  in  1861,  he 
sent  his  assistant^  Mr.  Charles  Allen,  to  Sorong,  near  the 
north-western  extremity,  and  he  succeeded  in  penetrat- 
ing about  fifteen  or  twenty  pcdles  inland,  to  a  moun- 
tainous village,  where  he  stayed  a  month,  and  thus  proved 
the  possibility  of  living  in  safety  among  these  much- 
dreaded  savages. 

We  next  come  to  the  bold  and  successful  exploit  of 
Dr.  Micklucho  Maclay,  who,  in  September  1871,  landed 
at  Astrolabe  Bay,  on  the  north-east  coast,  with  only  two 
servants,  a  Swede  and  a  Polynesian,  and  remained  there 
for  fifteen  months,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  studying  the 
native  inhabitants  in  a  place  where  they  had  had  no  com- 
munication whatever  with  Europeans.  The  Polynesian 
died,  and  the  doctor  and  his  Swedish  servant  were  found 
ill,  and  nearly  starved,  when  visited  by  a  Bussian  vessel 
fifteen  months  later.  His  most  interesting  observations 
on  the  inhabitants  will  be  given  farther  on. 

Next  in  time,  as  in  importance,  are  the  explorations 
of  two  Italian  naturalists,  Dr.  Beccari  and  Signor 
D'Albertis,  who  in  1872  commenced  the  exploration  of 
this  great  island  by  visiting  the  south-west  coast  at  Eiins 
Island  and  Kapuer,  but  not  finding  good  localities  went  on 
to  Sorong  and  Dorey  on  the  north  coast  Here  Siignor 
D'Albertis  penetrated  to  a  village  named  Hatam,  twenty 
miles  inland,  and  at  about  3000  or  3500  feet  elevation, 
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where  he  lived  a  moiiih»  and  obtamed  magnificent  coUeo 
tions  of  the  biids,  insects,  and  plants  of  the  moontam 
region.  In  another  joniney,  in  1875,  Dr.  Beccaii  explored 
the  Am  and  K6  islands,  but  it  was  during  his  third 
voyage  in  1875  that  the  greatest  success  was  achieved 
In  the  meantime,  however.  Dr.  A.  B.  Meyer  entered  on 
the  same  ground,  and  made  some  important  discoveries. 
In  1873  he  chartered  a  small  schooner  at  Temate,  and 
with  it  explored  the  whole  coast  *of  Gleelvink  Bay  and 
its  islands.  At  the  southern  extremity  of  the  bay  he 
marched  inland  till  he  reached  a  height  of  3000  feet,  and 
saw  the  sea  at  a  great  distance  beyond  the  western  shore 
of  the  island.  The  natives  here  were  quiet  and  friendly. 
There  is  said  to  be  a  laige  lake  near,  with  an  outlet  to 
the  west  coast,  and  a  large  population.  Betuming  north- 
ward he  succeeded  in  crossing  the  island  to  the  head  of 
MacCluer's  Inlet  in  four  days,  the  intervening  ridges  being 
2000  feet  high  Going  next  to  Andai,  south  of  Dorey, 
he  ascended  the  Arfak  moimtains  to  a  height  of  6000 
feet,  and  believes  the  summit  to  be  not  more  than  7000 
feet  higL  This  journey  was  made  rapidly.  Dr.  Meyer 
having  left  Temate  in  March,  and  getting  back  to  Vienna 
in  November  of  the  same  year. 

We  now  come  to  Dr.  Beccari's  journey  of  1875,  in 
which  he  added  considerably  to  our  previous  knowledge, 
both  in  the  domain  of  geography  and  natural  history. 
He  first  explored  the  mountains  east  of  Sorong,  and  at  a 
place  called  Dorey  Hum  ascended  a  mountain  called 
Mondt,  about  3000  feet  high.  Going  a  little  farther 
east  to  Has,  he  again  went  inland,  crossing  a  ridge  1200 
feet  high,  and  then  descended  to  a  river  called  Wa  Sam- 
son, said  by  the  natives  to  rise  in  Mount  Arfak,  and 
to  pass  by  a  tunnel  under  a  mountain  on  its  way  to  the 
sea,  into  which  it  falls  from  a  great  height  among  rocks. 
The  coast  is  dangerous  to  approach,  and  the  mouth  of  the 
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river  has  never  been  seen,  which  is  explained,  if  thia 
curious  account  should  be  true.  The  river  is  described 
as  being  only  20  yards  wide,  and  10  or  12  feet  deep, 
with  a  strong  current,  so  that  it  can  hardly  have  so  long 
a  course  as  nearly  200  miles  (the  distance  to  Arfak)  in  a 
mountainous  forest  countiy  dose  to  the  equator,  unless  its 
valley  is  very  narrow  and  its  tributaries  few.  Betoming 
to  Dorey,  Dr.  Beccari  succeeded  in  reaching  a  height  ot 
6700  feet  on  the  Arfak  mountains,  which  he  believes 
reach  to  nearly  10,000  fe^  He  stayed  a  month  in  the 
mountains,  first  at  a  height  of  £000  feet,  and  afterwards 
at  Hatam,  3500  feet  high.  He  subsequently  explored 
other  parts  of  the  coast,  and  visited  all  the  islands  in 
Geelvink  Bay.  Lnmense  collections  in  zoology  and  botany 
were  made,  and  will  doubtless  be  of  great  interest  when 
they  have  been  carefully  examined.  This  must  be  con- 
sidered by  far  the  most  important  exploration  yet  effected 
in  New  Guinea,  because  it  makes  us  acquainted  with  the 
highlands  and  the  mountains,  always  the  most  interesting 
and  characteristic  portion  of  a  new  countiy. 

In  the  meantime  Signer  D'Alberds,  after  letuming 
home  in  ill  health,  again  went  out,  to  explore  the  south- 
east portion  of  New  Guinea.  He  first  established  himself 
at  Yule  Island,  at  the  entrance  of  Hall  Sound,  about  270 
miles  east  of  Torres  Straits.  Here  he  had  his  head- 
quarters for  about  two  years,  making  numerous  excursions 
into  the  interior  for  about  20  miles,  but  never  being  able 
to  reach  the  lofty  mountains  which  rise  beyond.  In 
September  1876  the  steam  launch  "Neva"  was  lent 
him  by  the  New  South  Wales  Government  in  order  to 
explore  the  Fly  river,  which  he  had  already  ascended  a 
few  miles  in  the  missionaiy  steamer  **  EUangowan."  He 
was  now  so  fortunate  as  to  penetrate  to  the  extreme  limit 
of  the  navigation  of  this  river,  a  distance  of  about  500 
miles,  and  to  reach  a  point  a  little  north  of  the  centre  of 
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New  Guinea,  in  S.  latitude  5'  36' ;  E.  longitude  141*  27'. 
The  river  had  numerous  windings  throughout  its  course, 
and  at  the  farthest  point  reached  it  was  rapid,  with  numer- 
ous sandbanks,  and  often  not  more  than  30  yards  wide. 
The  gravel  was  composed  of  quartz,  basalt,  and  lime- 
stone. The  country  was  generally  rich,  and  the  vegeta- 
tion very  luxuriant,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  be  very  thickly 
inhabited  except  towards  the  mouth  of  the  river.  This 
important  exploration  makes  us  acquainted  with  the  low- 
land region  of  New  Ouinea  to  its  very  centre,  but  un- 
fortunately to  a  very  short  distance  from  the  banks  of 
the  stream. 

4.  Otology  and  Natural  History, 

In  such  an  extensive  country,  with  lofty  mountain- 
ranges,  we  may  be  sure  that  a  large  variety  of  sedimentary 
and  igneous  rocks  occur.  Little,  however,  is  yet  known, 
except  that  active  volcanoes  do  not  exist  on  the  mainland, 
nor  are  there  any  clear  indications  of  extinct  volcanoes 
such  as  occur  in  Australia,  unless  Cyclops  Mountam  near 
Himiboldt  Bay  be  one.  Granite  occurs  on  the  north 
coast  and  the  Arfak  mountains,  but  elsewhere  the  rocks 
are  stratified.  At  Dorey  there  is  much  raised  coral  lime- 
stone. On  the  south-east  coast  the  hills  are  sometimes 
of  limestone  covered  with  qitartzose  sand  which  contains 
gold,  while  many  of  the  islands  exhibit  horizontal  de- 
posits of  sandstone  often  cut  into  pillars  and  cornices,  so 
as  to  recall  the  aspect  of  the  well-known  desert  sand- 
stone of  Australia. 

The  soil  is  almost  everywhere  exceedingly  fertile, 
and  iB  abeadjr  known  to  Trich  in  valuable'  natural 
products.  The  country  is  overgrown  with  dense  virgm 
forests,  with  the  exception  of  the  few  patches  of  land 
reclaimed  by  the  natives.  There  seem  to  be  very  few 
grassy  and  treeless  tracts  of  any  extent.     The  wood- 
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lands,  however,  have  long  been  a  source  of  wonder  to  ihe 
observer.  The  trees,  often  of  a  gigantic  size,  covered  and 
matted  together  with  lianas,  extend  right  into  the  eea, 
while  the  dense  foliage  effectually  shuts  out  the  rays  of 
the  sun,  so  that  there  jb  a  great  lack  of  the  smaller  herba- 
ceous plants.  The  character  of  the  vegetation  is  essen- 
tially Malayan,  and  not  a  few  of  the  New  Guinea  plants 
are  identical  with,  or  closely  related  to,  those  of  the 
Moluccas.  The  more  general  prevalence  of  acacias,  euca- 
lypti, and  some  other  species,  on  the  southern  coast 
plains,  doubtless  recalls  the  neighbouring  Australian  main- 
land. But  it  is  remarkable  that  the  vegetation  plains 
its  Malayan  character  pure  and  unmixed  even  to  the 
southernmost  islands  in  Torres  Straits,  where  the  dense 
and  shady  foliage  of  the  woodlands  presents  a  remarkable 
contrast  to  the  light  and  almost  shadeless  eucalyptus 
groves  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  group  near  Cape  York. 
But  with  all  their  beauty  these  forests  are  not  so  varied  as 
might  be  supposed,  nor  is  there  such  a  diversity  of  species 
as  in  the  more  westerly  Indian  islands.  Amongst  the  pre- 
vailing genera  are  the  ferns  (everywhere  as  abundant  as 
they  are  varied),  the  aioidese,  cyperese,  and  grasses;  upwards 
of  ten  species  of  the  palm ;  orchids,  which  are  very  wide- 
spread; laurineffi,  including  the  tree  that  produces  the 
massorinde  (a  species  of  dnnamon),  one  of  the  staples  of 
trade  in  New  Ouinea;  loranthese,  bignonias,  apocynese, 
sapotesB,  synantherese,  rubiacese,  myrtacese,  rhizophoiee, 
growing  profusely  on  all  the  coasts ;  myristiceas  (possess- 
ing a  special  commercial  value) ;  leguminous  plants,  though 
not  in  such  variety  as  might  be  expected ;  cucurbitaces, 
euphorbiacese,  urticisB,  meliaceae,  very  common ;  and,  lastly, 
many  species  of  figs.  The  Aifak  mountains  have  yielded 
a  sub-alpine  v^etation  of  aiaucarias,  rhododendrons, 
vacciniums,  umbelliferse,  and  the  antarctic  genus  I^zimys, 
a  sample  of  the  interesting  flora  that  may  be  expected 
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when  the  smnmits  of  the  Owen  Stanley  range  and  the 
great  interior  anowy  mountains  shall  be  reached. 

6.  Animal  Life. 

The  zoology  of  New  Guinea  is  at  present  &r  better 
known  than  its  botany,  and  is  exceedingly  interesting; 
because  it  is  evidently  the  centre  fiom  which  most  of  the 
animals  of  the  surrounding  islands  and  many  of  those  of 
North  Australia  have  been  derived. 

Mammalia  are  veiy  scarce.  The  largest  and  almost 
the  only  placental  mammal  is  the  wild  pig,  of  a  peculiar 
species ;  and  there  are  also  a  few  peculiar  mice.  All  the 
rest  are  marsupials,  the  most  remarkable  being  the  tree- 
kangaroos  forming  the  genus  Dendrolagus,  while  some  of 
those  which  are  terrestrial  are  yet  more  allied  to  the  last 
than  to  the  Australian  kangaroos.  Seven  other  genera  of 
marsupials  belonging  to  the  families  Dasyuridffi,  Perama- 
lidse,  and  Phalangistidae,  inhabit  New  Ouinea»  and  of 
these,  four  do  not  inhabit  Australia  and  one  more  is  only 
found  in  the  adjacent  northern  territory.  A  spiny  ant- 
eater  allied  to  the  Echidna  of  Australia  has  recently  been 
discovered. 

In  birds  the  richness  is  as  conspicuous  as  is  the  poverty 
in  mammals.  Already  more  than  400  species  of  land-birds 
have  been  discovered,  and  they  comprise  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  beautiful  and  gorgeously  coloured  species  than 
are  to  be  found  in  any  other  country.  About  twenty 
species  of  birds-of-paradise  have  now  been  discovered,  and 
an  immense  variety  of  kingfishers,  parrots,  and  pigeons, 
including  the  most  beautiful  and  remarkable  of  their 
respective  families.  About  forty  genera  of  land-birds  are 
exclusively  Papuan,  as  are  considerably  more  than  300  of 
the  species ;  and  we  may  be  sure  that  the  great  mountain 
ranges  still  contain  many  treasures  for  the  ornithologist 
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Beptiles  are  less  known,  but  are  undoubtedly  very 
abundant.  The  snakes  are  more  allied  to  Malayan  than 
to  Australian  forms,  while  the  lizards  have  equal  affinities 
to  both,  but  with  a  larger  proportion  of  peculiar  types. 
The  frogs  are  more  Polynesian  and  Australian. 

Insects  vie  in  beauty  and  novelty  with  the  birds,  and 
offer  an  immense  abundance  of  strange  forms  and  gorgeous 
hues,  which  are  especially  manifested  among  the  buttezfly 
and  beetle  tribes. 

6.  The  Papuan  Sace. 

We  propose  now  to  treat  somewhat  fully  of  the 
Papuan  race,  whose  name  is  derived  from  the  Malay  word 
papua  arpapii/ioah  =  "woolly  haired,"  but  concerning  whom 
much  diversity  of  opinion  prevails  amongst  the  leamecL 
Alfred  Sussel  Wallace,  Carl  Semper,  Adolf  Bemhaid 
Meyer,  Micklucho  Maclay,  Octavius  C.  Stone,  and  Sev. 
W.  G.  Turner — ^to  mention  only  a  few  of  the  latest  ex- 
plorers in  this  field — ^represent  each  of  them  peculiar 
views,  and  more  time,  and  stUl  more  careful  research  will 
probably  be  needed  before  even  a  moderately  unanimous 
opinion  can  be  formed  on  the  subject 

According  to  Wallace,  the  typical  Papuan  is  of  a  deep 
sooty  brown  or  black  complexion,  which,  while  often 
approaching,  never  quite  reaches  the  coal-black  hue  of 
some  Negro  races.  The  shades  vary,  however,  more  than  is 
the  case  with  the  Malays,  often  exhibiting  a  dusky  brown 
colour. 

On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  A.  B.  Meyer  insists  on  the 
great  diversity  of  complexion  shown  in  the  transitions 
from  the  fair  shades  of  the  Malays  to  those  of  the  true 
black  Papuans.^  The  hair  has  a  peculiar  roughness,  is 
diy  and  woolly,  growing  in  small  locks  or  curls  very 

^  Anthropological  Note  on  the  PapCeu  of  New  ChUnea^    Yieiiiia»  1874, 
p.  15. 
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short  and  dose  in  youth,  but  later  on  acquiring  a  con« 
siderable  length,  and  forming  the  finn  mass  of  curly  hair 
that  constitutes  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  Papuan.  The 
face  is  adorned  with  a  beard  of  the  same  curly  character, 
which  also  grows  more  or  less  densely  on  arms,  1^,  and 
breast  In  stature  the  Papuan  decidedly  surpasses  the 
Malay,  being  in  this  respect  perhaps  equal  if  not  superior 
to  the  average  European.^  His  legs  are  loi^  and  thin, 
his  hands  and  feet  larger  than  those  of  the  Malay,  the 
face  somewhat  oval,  the  forehead  flat,  the  brows  veiy 
prominent,  with  large  nose  somewhat  curved  and  high, 
with  a  thick  base  and  broad  nostrils,  their  openings  con- 
cealed behind  the  prolonged  tip  of  the  nose.  The  mouth 
also  is  large,  with  thick  and  pouting  lipa  Hence,  in 
consequence  of  the  large  nose,  the  features,  on  the  whole, 
resemble  the  European  more  than  the  Malay  type;  and 
the  peculiar  form  of  this  organ,  the  prominent  brows,  and 
the  character  of  the  hair  on  the  head,  face,  and  body, 
enable  us  at  a  glance  to  distinguish  between  the  two 
races. 

Nor  does  the  Papuan  appear  to  differ  less  from  the 
Malay  in  his  mental  qualities,  than  in  his  figure  and 
features.  Impulsive  and  demonstrative  in  speech  and 
action,  he  gives  expression  to  his  emotions  and  passions 
in  cries  and  laughter,  in  ejaculations,  and  boisterous  leaps 
and  gestures.  Women  and  children  take  part  in  all  their 
dealings,  and  seem  little  disconcerted  by  the  presence  of 
strangers  or  Europeans.  In  estimating  the  intellectual 
powers  of  the  Papuan,  Wallace  places  him  above  the  Malay, 
attributing  his  actual  inferiority  to  the  absence  of  the 
deeper  influences  of  more  highly-cultured  races  with  whom 
the  Malay  has  been  repeatedly  brought  into  contact    He 

^  Signer  D'Albertis  gives  the  height  oi  the  Papuans  of  the  S.E.  coast 
as  5  feet  8  inches ;  Lieutenant  Connor,  on  the  same  coast,  5  feet  6  inches ; 
and  Dr.  Comrie,  on  the  N.E.  coast,  6  feet  2  inches. 
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sums  up  his  conclusions  mth  the  following  trendumt 
remarks: — 

"  It  appears,  therefore,  that  whether  we  consider  their 
physical  conf ormationy  their  moral  characteristics,  or  their 
intellectual  capacities,  the  Malay  and  Papuan  races  offer 
remarkable  differences  and  striking  contrasts.  The 
Malay  is  of  short  stature,  brown-dkinned,  straight-haired, 
beardless,  and  smooth-bodied.  The  Papuan  is  teller,  is 
black-skinned,  Mzzly-haired,  bearded,  and  hairy-bodied 
The  former  is  broad-faced,  has  a  small  nose,  and  flat  eye- 
brows ;  the  latter  is  long-faced,  has  a  large  and  prominent 
nose,  and  projecting  eyebrows.  The  Malay  is  bashful,  cold, 
undemonstratiye,and  quiet ;  the  Papuan  is  bold,  impetuous, 
excitable,  and  noisy.  The  former  is  grave,  and  seldom 
laughs ;  the  latter  is  joyous  and  laughter-loving ; — ^the  one 
conceals  his  emotions,  the  other  displays  theuL"  ^ 

The  New  Guinea  Papuan  generally  goes  naked,  except 
a  breech-cloth  of  bark  for  the  men,  and  a  fiinged  girdle  ct 
the  same  material  for  the  women;  but  he  pays  great 
attention  to  his  hair,  which  is  either  cropped  short  or  else 
plaited  in  smaU  tresses,  or  in  one  large  knot  ornamented 
with  bamboo  combs,  bits  of  bone,  plumes,  and  other 
decorations.  Nose,  ears,  neck,  and  arms  are  also  adomed, 
the  two  first  with  bones,  bamboo  sticks,  or  feathos 
inserted  in  the  pierced  cartilage  or  lobes  of  the  nosttik 
Two  boars'  tusks  joined  together  will  even  be  attached  to 
the  nose  with  their  tips  turned  upwards,  while  rings, 
bands,  and  the  like,  are  reserved  for  the  neck  and  arms. 
Very  general  also  is  the  practice  of  scoring  the  skin  so  as 
to  produce  raised  scars,  and  of  painting  the  face,  breast» 
and  arms  with  all  sorts  of  red  and  black  marks  and 
figures,  either  burnt  in  with  glowing  coals  or  else  rubbed 
in  with  various  kinds  of  earths.  The  teeth  are  filed  to  a 
point,  though  this  practice  does  not  seem  to  possess  the 
same  significance  as  with  the  Australians. 

^  The  Malay  ArehipektgOf  p.  587. 
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Amongst  the  dwellings  of  the  Papuans  especially 
characteristic  are  those  found  along  the  coasts  and  river 
banks^  and  usually  grouped  together  in  a  '^  kampong." 
They  are  built  of  bamboo  and  raised  on  stakes,  so  that 
they  closely  resemble  the  pile  villages  which  have  been 
discovered  in  the  lakes  of  Central  Europe.  In  Astrolabe 
Bay,  however,  they  have  low  walls  and  roof  almost  coming 
to  the  ground,  as  with  the  Timorese.  The  Papuans  also 
build  prdlms  or  canoes  out  of  hollowed  trunks  of  trees, 
and  as  these  are  constantly  liable  to  capsize,  the  natives 
become  familiar  with  the  water  and  expert  swimmers  from 
their  very  infancy. 

Their  domestic  animalfl  are  the  pig,  dog,  and  fowls, 
all  of  which  are  eaten.  They  also  eat  the  cuscus, 
kangaroos,  lizards,  fish,  and  molluscs,  as  well  as  many 
kinds  of  large  insects ;  and  in  places  where  they  have  no 
communication  with  Malays  or  Europeans  they  use  salt- 
water for  cooking  as  a  substitute  for  salt.  Everywhere 
they  cultivate  the  ground,  fencing  in  their  fields  as  a  pro- 
tection against  the  wild  pigs,  and  growing  sweet  potatoes, 
yams  {Diosearea  and  CoUocasid),  bananas,  and  sugar-cane. 
They  also  have  cocoa-nuts,  bread-fruit,  the  kanary  nut, 
mango,  and  the  fruit  of  the  pandanus. 

At  Astrolabe  Bay  Dr.  Micklucho  Maclay  tells  us  that 
they  make  an  intoxicating  kava  by  chewing,  as  in  the 
Padfic ;  but  this  is  unusual,  and  in  most  places  they  have 
no  intoxicating  drink,  and  are  quite  unacquainted  with  the 
art  of  fermenting  either  palm-sap  or  cane-juice. 

Amongst  their  arms  may  be  mentioned  the  dart,  bow, 
lance,  and  a  kind  of  whirl-bat  of  hard  wood  elegantly 
carved ;  knives  of  obsidian,  and  axes  of  jade  or  greenstone 
groimd  to  an  edge  are  also  met  with,  resembling  those  of 
the  stone  age  found  in  Europe.  Altogether  peculiar  to 
the  Papuans  are  the  bamboo  blow -pipes,  which  are 
used  for  signalling  by  means  of  dust  blown  into  the  air 

2g 
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after  the  faahion  of  the  beacon  fiies  of  oth^  peoples. 
These,  however,  are  rare,  and  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
noticed  by  travellers  since  the  voyage  of  lieutenant  Kolff 
in  1828.  The  practice  was  first  observed  by  Captain 
Cook  on  the  south-west  coast,  where  also  the  Dutch  found 
it ;  and  the  more  probable  explanation  seems  to  be  that 
it  was  an  attempt  to  imitate  the  smoke  of  fireanns,  and 
has  been  given  up  now  that  its  uselessness  has  been  dis- 
covered. 

Social  life  centres  entirely  in  the  family,  the  head  of 
which  may  have  as  many  wives  as  he  is  able  to  suppozt 
The  bride  is  purchased  by  the  payment  of  a  fixed  value 
in  slaves,  goods,  and  provisions,  and  handed  over  to  tiie 
husband  with  the  accompaniment  of  much  feasting,  at 
which  sundry  ear-spUtting  instruments  take  the  place  of 
intoxicating  drinks.  Several  families  Uve  together  in  the 
fio-caUed  "kampongs"  or  villages.  In  many  places  a 
certain  authority  is  exercised  over  these  villages  by  some 
old  member  of  the  tribe,  but  this  is  always  of  a  very  pie- 
carious  character.  No  tribute  is  paid  to  the  headmen^ 
nor  are  they  in  any  way  distinguished  from  the  lest 
either  by  special  personal  ornaments  or  superior  dweUings. 

Trade  in  New  Guinea  is  limited  to  a  few  raw  pro- 
ducts, which  are  brought  down  from  the  interior  by  the 
natives  and  bartered  with  the  Malay  traders ;  nevertiieless 
it  contributes  materially  to  render  the  Papuan  more  alive 
to  certain  wants  of  social  life.  In  some  distnets,  where 
this  exchange  is  more  fully  developed,  the  natives  dress 
in  cotton  clothes,  and  have,  however  superficially,  adopted 
Mahometanism. 

The  Papuan  has  a  decided  superiority  over  the  Aus- 
tralian in  a  fedrly  developed  sense  of  fom3«  asserting  itself 
in  the  plastic  imitation  of  various  objects.  Amongst 
them  are  found  a  number  of  carved  figures,  representing 
both  men  and  animals,  though  the  first  are  executed  in  a 
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highly  piimitive  and  eccentric  fashion.  The  head,  witih 
its  large  thick  nose  and  equally  large  and  unshapely 
mouth,  is  invariably  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  rest  of 
the  body. 

Our  information  is  very  limited  regarding  the  religious 
views  of  the  Papuans,  though  they  cerUdnly  seem  to  possess 
some  definite  ideas  on  the  subject.  At  least  there  exist 
large  structures  of  peculiar  form,  which  can  be  nothing 
else  but  temples,  besides  figures  of  various  kinds,  obviously 
associated  with  certain  religious  conceptions.  In  some 
parts  of  New  Guinea  we  find  evidence  of  a  definite  notion 
of  a  Supreme  Being  supposed  to  dwell  above  the  clouds. 
Cases  of  cannibalism  have  been  reported,  but  are  very  far 
from  being  authenticated,  and  may  probably  be  traced  to 
misapprehension.  Feastings  are  celebrated  on  various 
occasions,  such  as  marriages,  burials,  and  the  like,  and 
here  a  prominent  part  is  played  by  music  and  song.  The 
former  is  generally  produced  by  a  drum,  while  the  latter 
consists  of  a  loud  chanting  of  lays.  like  other  primi- 
tive peoples,  the  Papuans  have  their  national  dances,  for 
which  they  decorate  themselves  somewhat  peculiarly. 

The  preceding  general  account  is  intended  to  apply  to 
the  typical  Papuan  as  he  exists  over  by  far  the  larger 
part  of  the  island  yet  explored.  A  considerable  margin 
however,  must  be  allowed  for  individual  and  local  pecu- 
liarities. The  tint  of  the  skin,  the  stature,  the  habits,  and 
even  the  character,  vary  considerably;  but  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  best  and  most  experienced  observers  that  such 
variations  imply  no  diflference  of  race.  The  people  of 
New  Guinea,  like  all  others,  have  imdoubtedly  been  sub- 
ject  to  the  intenmxture  of  many  surrounding  peoples. 
Malays  have  settled  on  their  western  and  northern  coasts; 
Australians  may  have  intermingled  with  those  living  on 
the  shores  of  Torres  Straits;  while  brown  Polynesians 
have  undoubtedly  occupied  some  portion  of  the  south- 
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eastern  shores.  But  in  every  part  of  New  Guinea  one 
physical  character  remains  nearly  constant,  the  Mzzled 
hair,  and  this  alone  would  suffice  to  refute  the  opinion  of 
those  who  have  hastily  declared  the  people  of  the  south- 
eastern extremity  to  be  undoubted  Malays.^  Let  us  now 
see  what  the  best  recent  explorers  say  about  the  people 
of  the  various  parts  they  have  visited. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Meyer,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  trne 
Malays  and  other  races  of  the  archipelago,  and  who  ex- 
plored the  whole  north-west  coast  of  New  Guinea  from  tiie 
island  of  Waigiou  to  the  extremity  of  Geelvink  Bay,  pene- 
trating into  the  interior  and  ascending  high  mountains 
considers  all  these  people  to  belong  to  one  race,  with  only 
such  differences  as  are  fotmd  everywhere  between  itt 
highland  and  coast  dwellers  of  the  same  type. 

Dr.  Beccari,  who  explored  a  greater  range  of  country 
than  Dr.  Meyer,  and  for  a  much  longer  period,  believes 
that  he  can  detect  three  types  of  Papuans, — ^the  one 
dwarfish,  with  short  wooUy  hair,  skin  ahnost  or  quite 
black,  nose  much  depressed,  forehead  extremely  narrow 
and  slanting,  and  brachycephalous  cranium ;  these  he 
terms  Oriental  Negroes,  or  Prtmiiive  Faptuins,  but  thej 
do  not  exist  as  a  distinct  race.  The  typical  Papuans, 
on  the  other  hand,  have  the  skull  dolichocephaloos,  and 
with  the  general  characters  already  indicated,  and  they 
inhabit  all  the  interior  and  much  of  the  coasts  of  tbe 
northern  peninsula.     A  third  type  are  the  Mafu  Papuans, 

^  Captain  Moresby,  RN.,  thna  speaks  of  the  people  of  tiie  eztRoe 
east  of  New  Guinea  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Royal  Geographical  Sodetj 
in  1875  :  **  I  wiU  introduce  you  to  our  now  first  yisited  raoe  of  Malays. 
This  race  is  distinctly  Malayan,  but  differs  from  the  pure  Malay,  behig 
smaller  in  stature,  with  less  hair  on  the  faee."^**  The  hair  of  the  head  is 
mere  fiizzUd:'—*'  Their  noses  are  indined  to  he  ofuHineJ*--"  Many  had 
a  JeuHsh  casU  of  features"  The  characters  italicised  are  aU  clearly 
Papuan,  and  it  is  eyident  that  the  writer  is  unacquainted  with  the  Maky 
characteristlca^  and  probably  refers  to  the  brown  Po^nesiaos  as  Malays. 
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who  inhabit  Dorey  and  most  of  the  shores  of  Geelvink 
Bay,  with  its  islands.  These  aie  a  higher  type,  with 
fine,  often  European  features,  a  better  intellect,  and  a 
more  advanced  civilisation.  He  believes  these  are  the 
result  of  a  mixture  of  Caucasian  or  Hindoo  blood,  such 
as  he  considers  to  exist  in  the  Oalela  men  of  Gilolo, 
already  referred  to  as  an  exceptionally  fine  race.  These 
people  divide  the  year  into  twelve  lunar  months,  each 
with  a  proper  name ;  and  they  have  names  for  the  four 
cardinal  points,  for  many  stars,  and  for  entire  constella- 
tions. Dr.  Beccari  also  traces  a  connection  between  their 
mythology  and  that  of  the  Hindoos. 

Dr.  Micklucho  Maclay,  who  so  minutely  studied  the 
people  of  Astrolabe  Bay  and  the  surrounding  country, 
believes  that  "the  Papuan  stock  falls  into  numerous 
varieties  distinct  from  one  another,  which,  however,  have 
no  sharp  lines  of  demarcation."  The  people  he  lived 
among  were  decided  Papuans,  being  dolichocephalic,  with 
large  noses,  projecting  eyebrows,  and  Mzzly  hair,  but 
with  light  chocolate-brown  skins.  They  had  never  been  in 
communication  with  Europeans  or  any  semi-civilised 
people,  being  totally  ignorant  of  metaL  They  practise 
circumcision.  They  make  earthenware,  as  well  as  wooden 
bowls  and  plates ;  and  they  cultivate  large  plantations,  so 
as  to  have  a  variety  of  vegetable  food  throughout  the  year. 
Yet,  strange  to  say,  the  coast  dwellers  could  not  get 
fire  themselves,  but  when  they  accidentally  lost  it  went 
to  the  villages  of  the  hill  tribes,  who  were  accustomed 
to  get  it  climisily  and  laboriously  by  Motion. 

Very  similar  people  to  those  already  described  are 
found  all  along  the  south  coasts,  as  far  as  Torres  Straits, 
and  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Papua ;  but  j&om 
Bobert  Hall  Sound  and  Bedscar  Bay  all  the  way  round 
the  East  Cape  to  Traitor^s  Bay  on  the  north  coast,  a  dif- 
ferent people  are  found,  much  lighter  in  colour,  with  more 
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regular  and  European  features,  milder  in  disposition,  with 
different  customs  and  a  higher  civilisation.  Yet  they  all 
have  the  frizzly  hair  of  the  Papuans,  and  there  are  so 
many  intermediate  types  that  while  some  observers  con- 
sider the  two  races  to  be  radically  distinct,  others  bdieve 
that  they  are  merely  strongly  contrasted  varieties  of  one 
race  in  different  stages  of  civilisation.  Thus,  Mr.  S. 
M'Farlane  says,  that  though  he  at  first  thought  the  people 
of  Eatan  Siver  (opposite  Cape  York)  and  those  of  Sedscar 
Bay  to  be  distinct  races,  the  former  Papuan  and  tiie  latter 
Malayan,  yet,  after  five  years'  acquaintance  with  them,  he 
considers  them  to  be  of  the  same  race ;  while  the  tribes 
of  the  interior,  whom  he  alone  ranks  as  true  Papuans,  aie 
distinct  He  considers  that  these  coast  people  are  a 
mixed  intrusive  race,  consisting  of  Malays,  Polynesians, 
Arabs,  Chinese,  and  Papuan.  They  are,  however,  *'nji 
energetic,  demonstrative,  jocular,  joyous,  laughter^loving 
race,"  and  these  Papuan  characteristics  apply  to  all  the 
tribes,  black  and  brown,  of  this  coast 

Again,  Dr.  Comrie,  RK.,  who  has  repeatedly  visited 
all  parts  of  the  north  coast  between  East  Cape  and  Astro- 
labe Bay,  is  decidedly  of  opinion  that  all  are  of  one  race, 
though  varying  from  light  yellow-brown  to  brown  and 
rusty  black.  All  alike  have  the  Papuan  hair  and  features. 
Yet  the  people  near  East  Cape  are  considered  by  Captain 
Moresby  and  others  to  be  undoubted  Polynesians,  while 
those  of  Astrolabe  Bay  are  as  undoubtedly  true  Papuans. 

The  Eev.  W.  Y.  Turner  and  Mr.  Octavius  C.  Stone  have 
given  us  the  fullest  description  of  the  Motu  and  other  tribes 
in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Moresby,^  and  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  facts  they  adduce  throws  much  light  on  the  ques- 

*  "  The  Ethnology  of  the  Motu,"  by  the  Rev.  Wflliam  Y.  Tarner,  M.D. ; 
Jotvmal  of  the  Anthropological  InstUuU,  lAxj  1878,  p.  470.  "  I>e8criptioiL 
of  the  Coimtry  and  Katives  of  Port  Moresby  and  Neighbourhood,  New 
Guinea,"  by  Octavixu  C.  Stone,  F.R.G.S. ;  Journal  of  Bayal  Geogn^iod 
SocUtf/,  1876,  p.  84. 
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tion  at  issue.  Mr.  Tomer  classes  the  Motu  as  Malayo- 
PolynesianSy  aad  lie  is  decidedly  at  issue  with  both  Mr. 
MTarlane  and  Mr.  Stone  in  the  assertion  that  they  are 
''  undemonstratiye  and  impassiye  '*  like  the  Malays.  He 
refers  to  their  «  huge  mope  of  hair »  and  some  of  ia  iUus- 
trations  (Figs.  1  and  2)  show  a  decidedly  Papuan  coun- 
tenance. He  considers  them  quite  distinct  from  the 
Koiari,  an  inland  tribe,  who  aie  said  to  be  the  aborigines, 
while  the  Motu  are  intruders. 

Mr.  Stone  gives  us  a  fuller  and  more  scientific 
account  of  these  people.  They  are  not  so  tall  and  not 
so  warlike  as  the  Papuans  to  the  westward ;  they  have 
more  intelligence  in  some  things,  but  are  not  such  good 
sculptors  or  colourers  as  the  more  savage  race.  **  Hieir 
character  is  entirely  different  &om  that  of  the  quiet, 
apathetic,  reserved,  and  undemonstrative  Malay."  Their 
hair  resembles  that  of  the  eastern  Polynesians,  but  is 
more  Mzzed,  their  complexions  are  darker,  and  they  are 
more  vivacious.  Mr.  Stone  describes  six  tribes: — ^The 
Hema  about  Freshwater  Bay,  the  Maiva,  the  Motu,  and  the 
Kirapuno,  following  each  other  along  the  coast  to  Hood's 
Point,  the  Koitapu  on  the  hills  beyond  the  Motu,  and 
the  Koiaii,  occupying  a  wide  extent  in  the  interior.  Of 
these  the  Hema  are  most  Hke  the  dark  Papuans,  while 
the  Kirapuno  are  the  lightest  and  handsomest,  often 
having  rich  curling  auburn  hair.  The  Motu  alone  make 
pottery,  and  supply  the  other  tribes.  The  Hema  alone 
mskke  bows  and  arrows,  the  spear,  shield,  dub,  and  toma- 
hawk being  the  weapons  of  the  other  tribes.  True 
tattooing  by  pricking  is  practised  by  them  all.  '  Their 
houses  are  usually  built  on  piles,  but  are  small,  and 
suited  each  for  a  single  family.  They  measure  by  the 
outstretched  arms :  they  have  a  year  of  thirteen  months, 
all  named:  they  count  up  to  a  million,  whereas  five, 
ten,  or  at  most  twenty,  is  the  limit  for  a  Papuan.    Every 
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tree,  shrab,  and  flower  is  named^  as  well  as  the  winds, 
and  many  of  the  stars.  They  dislike  the  dark  races^  and 
admire  the  fiedrest,  and  therefore  look  with  admiration  on 
the  white-skinned  Europeans.  On  the  other  hand^  they 
are  sold  to  be  ''  accomplished  thieves,  inveterate  liars, 
confirmed  beggars,  and  ungenerous  to  a  degree,  so  that, 
even  if  at  death's  door  for  want  of  food,  they  would 
give  you  nothing."  They  differ  much  in  their  habits. 
The  Motu  are  lazy  and  extremely  dirty,  neither  washing 
their  bodies  nor  cleaning  their  villages;  but  farther 
east,  at  Hood's  Bay,  the  people  are  described  by  the  Bev. 
Mr.  Lawes  as  being  industrions  and  deaidy,  their  vil- 
lages  laid  out  in  regular  streets  and  squares,  kept  neat 
and  well  swept,  and  even  as  having  gardens  and  culti- 
vated flowers. 

Now,  taking  these  accounts  altogether,  we  have  un- 
doubtedly  many  features  good  and  bad  which  are  chazac- 
teristicaUy  Polynesian — such  as  tattooing,  absence  of  the 
bow  and  arrow,  one  tribe  only  making  pottery,  the  small 
houses,  the  power  of  counting,  etc.  etc. ;  and  this  simi- 
larity is  supported  by  an  undoubted  affinity  of  language 
which  all  observers  have  noted.  Both  in  sound  and  in 
vocabulary  the  languages  of  the  coast  tribes  of  this  district 
are  Polynesian,  whereas  the  inland  tribes  retain  ther 
harsh  Papuan  forms  of  speech.  It  seenus  clear,  then,  that 
the  eastern  peninsula  of  New  Guinea  has  been  colonised  bj 
brown  Polynesians,  who  have  laigely  intermixed  with  tiie 
darker  indigenes  who  still  inhabit  the  interior.  The 
mixture  is  evidently  of  ancient  date,  and  has  generallT 
been  very  thorough ;  for  all  the  tribes  have  some  mixture 
of  Papuan  with  Polynesian  characters.  Moreover,  in 
some  cases  Polynesian  habits  and  ideas  seem  to  have 
penetrated  among  pure  Papuans,  and  vice  versd ;  while, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  two  groups  blend  so  insensibly  into 
each  other  that  many  competent  observers  confess  them- 
selves unable  to  separate  them. 
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Compared,  however,  with  the  few  districts  inhabited 
by  these  mixed  races,  the  area  over  which  the  undoubted 
Papuan  stock  prevails  is  overwhehningly  great.  "No- 
where  in  the  whole  island  does  any  other  race  exist  in 
a  pure,  or  even  nearly  pure,  state ;  so  that  there  is  really 
no  sufBicient  groimd  for  asserting  that  New  Guinea  is 
inhabited  by  two  or  more  races,  but  merely  that  at 
various  points  of  the  coast  the  intermixture  of  Polynesian 
or  Malayan  blood  has  modified  the  native  Papuan  both 
physically  and  mentally,  has  introduced  a  certain  amount 
of  civilisation,  and  has  established  another  ckss  of  lan- 
guages. Adopting  the  nomenclature  of  Mr.  Banken,  who 
uses  the  native  name  Mahori  for  the  brown  or  eastern 
Polynesians,  it  would  be  well  to  term  the  people  of 
Eastern  New  Guinea  Mahori-Papuans,  and  entirely  to 
avoid  the  terms  Malay,  or  Malayo-Polynesian,  as  being 
erroneous  both  in  theory  and  in  fact. 

7.  Local  Divisions  of  New  Gfuinecu 

The  only  great  political  division  of  the  island  is  that 
into  a  western,  or  Dutch,  and  an  eastern,  which  will  pro- 
bably be  an  English  half.  The  Dutch  claim  from  the 
western  extremity  up  to  141^  E.  long.,  and  it  is  a  claim 
weU  supported  by  a  continuoiis  series  of  explorations 
and  surveys,  and  by  the  actual  exercise  of  jurisdiction 
over  all  such  portions  of  the  coast  as  pay  tribute  to 
the  Malay  Sultan  of  Tidore. 

There  are  several  subdivisions  recognised  by  the 
native  traders.  The  two  great  north-western  peninsulas 
go  by  the  name  of  Papua  Onin,  the  northern  peninsula 
being  "  Onin  dibawa "  (Lower  Onin),  and  the  south 
"  Onin  diatas  "  (Upper  Onin).  The  natives  of  this  part 
of  New  Guinea  are  fierce,  and  have  a  bad  reputation; 
and  on  the  west  coast  the  Bugis  and  Goram  men  who 
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trade  with  them  never  go  imarmed,  and  they  say  that 
if  they  cannot  agree  on   a  bargain  they  have  to  fight 
Most  of  the  recorded  murders  by  Papuans  have  oecnned 
on   this   western    coast       The    people    of    the   north 
coast   and   interior,  between  Salwatty  and    Dorey,  are 
called  Karons^  or  Xaroans,  and  are  said  to  be  cannibals. 
The  south-western  shore  of  Geelvink  Bay  is  called  Wanda- 
men,  or  Yandamen,  and  the  people  are  a  fine  tall  laca 
The   extreme   south   is   Tarugo,  and   the   eastern  side 
Aropen,  or  Tana  Aropen  (Aropen  Land).     Eastward  still 
to  Humboldt  Bay  is  Tana  Koramba.     Betuming  to  the 
south  coast,  the  people  of  the  interior  of  the  southern 
peninsula  are  also  termed  Karons,   which  is  probably 
merely  a  name  for  savages.     The  country  about  Triton 
Bay  is  called  Merkus-oord,  and  eastward  to  the  Oeta- 
nata  river,  Kowayi     For  about  100  miles  east  of  Oeta- 
nata  river,  the  country  is  called  Timakowa,   and   this 
seems  to  mark  the  eastward  limit  of  the  Malay  traders, 
as  beyond  it  no  local  names  are  applied,  and  the  same 
may  be  said  of  the  countiy  to  the  east  of  Humboldt  Bay. 

8.  Missionary  Stations  in  New  Ouineck 

The  only  Europeans  now  settled  in  any  part  of  New 
Guinea  are  missionaries.  At  Dorey  Harbour,  Grennan 
missionaries  have  been  settled  since  1866,  first  on  t^e 
small  island  of  Mansinam,  and  lately  also  at  Andai,  on 
the  main  land.  In  all  this  time,  however,  they  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  veiy  successful  in  civilising  the 
people. 

On  the  south-east  coast  the  London  Missionary 
Society  have  established  their  head-quarters  at  Somer- 
set, Gape  York ;  and  by  means  of  a  small  steamer,  the 
"  Ellangowan,*'  keep  up  communication  with  a  numb^  of 
mission  stations  on  the  islands  in  Torres  Straits  where 
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native  teachers  are  established ;  and  they  have  also  done 
good  work  in  partially  exploring  the  coast  and  ascend- 
ing the  Eatan,  Baxter,  and  Fly  rivers  as  far  as  their 
vessel  would  go  in  safety.  They  have  also  one  mission  on 
the  mainland  at  Port  Moresby,  where  an  Englishman, 
the  Bev.  Mr.  Lawes,  is  settled.  This  is  a  fine  position  from 
a  geographical  point  of  view,  having  a  mountainous 
countiy  immediately  around  it,  and  the  lofty  Owen  Stan- 
ley range,  over  13,000  feet  high,  only  forty  miles  distant. 
With  this  mission  as  a  base  it  would  not  be  difficult  to 
open  a  route  to  this  noble  mountain,  where  the  natu- 
ralist would  almost  certainly  be  repaid  by  a  rich  har- 
vest. The  success  of  Dr.  Beccari  and  Dr.  Meyer  in  the 
north-west  should  encourage  explorers  to  make  the 
attempt  It  is  in  this  direction  also,  that,  according 
to  recent  accounts,  Australian  gold-miners  are  making 
successful  explorations. 

9.  Papuan  Idands. 

Under  this  head  we  include  those  islands  round  the 
west  and  north-west  coast  of  New  Guinea  which  lie 
within  the  hundred-fathom  line  of  soundings,  and  are 
inhabited  by  the  characteristic  '' birds-of-paradise,"  to- 
gether with  a  few  others  which  evidentiy  belong  to  the 
same  geographical  area. 

The  Aru  Islands  are  most  remote  from  the  main- 
land of  New  Guinea,  being  from  80  to  150  miles  dis- 
tant, but  the  whole  of  the  intervening  sea  is  so  shallow 
as  to  be  fished  for  pearls  by  the  native  divers.  These 
islands  are  about  100  miles  long  by  30  wide,  and  con- 
sist of  three  large,  and  a  number  of  small,  islands.  The 
larger  of  these  form  a  connected  mass  of  land  divided 
by  narrow  channels,  some  of  which  are  exactiy  like 
livers  winding  through  a  low  undulating  coimtiy.     The 
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islands  are  all  of  coralline  limestone,  nowhere  exceed- 
ing 200  feet  above  the  sea»  and  everywhere  covered 
with  a  lofty  virgin  forest.  Besides  birds -of- paradise, 
cassowaries  and  kangaroos  are  found  here,  animals  which 
could  only  have  found  their  way  to  the  islands  over  diy 
land.  The  inhabitants  are  true  Papuans  of  various  tribes, 
but  generally  inferior  in  physique  and  appearance  to 
those  of  Ki  and  to  the  Mafors  of  Greelvink  Bay.  Some 
native  teachers  from  Amboyna  are  established  in  two 
or  three  of  the  villages  on  the  coast,  and  have  partiaUj 
converted  and  civilised  these  people,  but  the  majority 
are  in  a  state  of  utter  barbarism. 

The  little  island  of  Dobbo,  on  the  west  of  the  laiger 
mass,  is  the  seat  of  a  temporary  town  or  fair  during  &e 
season,  which  lasts  firom  January  to  July  or  August 
The  permanent  residents  are  very  few,  but  there  are 
whole  streets  of  houses  belonging  to  the  traders  who 
annually  flock  here.  These  are  Chinese,  Bugis,  and  men 
from  Macassar,  (roram,  and  Java,  who  come  here  in 
native  praus,  and  open  stores  for  the  purchase  of  the 
produce  of  the  surrounding  islemds,  of  which  pearl- 
shells,  tripang,  and  tortoise-shell  are  the  most  import- 
ant, with  edible  birds'  nests,  pearls,  birds-of-paradise, 
and  ornamental  timber  in  smaller  quantities.  The 
trade  is  estimated  roughly  at  £18,000  per  annum,  and 
during  the  height  of  the  season  there  are  probably  a 
thousand  people  collected  here,  representing  all  the  chief 
races  of  the  archipelago.  The  only  government  is  repre- 
sented by  a  Dutch  Commissioner,  who  makes  a  visit  of  a 
few  days  once  a  year,  yet  everything  goes  on  very  quietly, 
and  there  is  not  more  crime  or  disturbance  than  in  places 
where  all  the  forms  of  law  and  civilisation  are  in  fall 
force. 

Mysol  is  the  next  island  we  come  to,  lying  60 
miles  due  north  of  Ceram,  but  divided  from  that  island 
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by  a  very  deep  sea,  while,  though  almost  as  distant  from 
Kew  Guinea,  there  is  very  shallow  water  between  them, 
not  exceeding  25  fathoms.  It  is  of  a  compact  sub- 
triangular  form,  about  50  miles  long  by  20  wide,  moun- 
tainous and  forest-covered.  It  contains  kangaroos  and 
birds -of -paradise,  and  the  usual  characteristic  Papuan 
fauna.  The  inhabitants  of  the  interior  are  true  Papuans, 
but  on  the  coast  are  a  mixed  Malayo-Papuan  race,  who 
are  Mahometans,  and  are  ruled  over  by  a  rajah  tribu- 
tary to  the  Sultan  of  Tidora  This  island  is  seldom 
visited,  and  very  little  is  known  about  it. 

Salwatty,  Batanta,  and  Waigiou,  are  three  large  islands 
off  the  nortJi-west  extremity  of  New  Guinea.  Salwatty, 
of  a  roundish  form,  and  about  30  miles  across,  is  divided 
from  the  mainland  by  the  narrow  Galewo  Straits. 
Batanta,  divided  from  the  last  by  Pitt  Strait,  is  a  long, 
narrow,  mountainous  island.  Thirty  miles  northward  we 
come  to  Waigiou,  nearly  80  miles  long  by  20  wide,  but 
much  cut  up  by  deep  inlets,  which  penetrate  from  the 
south  almost  to  the  north  coast  This  island  is  veiy 
rugged  and  hilly,  but  with  no  veiy  lofty  mountains.  In 
the  north  are  hard  crystalline  rocks,  but  tiie  south  is  mostly 
coral  limestone,  fissured  and  worn  into  many  fantastic 
shapes.  The  whole  is  covered  with  dense  forest.  This 
island  is  remarkable  for  possessing  two  peculiar  birds-of- 
paradise,  not  found  in  any  other  island.  The  inhabitants 
are  not  truly  indigenes,  but  appear  to  be  immigrants  from 
New  Guinea,  Gilolo,  and  the  surrounding  islands,  some 
being  pure  Papuans,  others  mixed  in  various  degrees. 
The  language,  however,  is  that  of  the  Mafors  of  Dorey, 
and  the  same  language  is  spoken  at  Salwatty.  They  live 
under  petty  rajahs,  subordinate  to  the  Sultan  of  Tidore, 
to  whom  they  have  to  pay  an  annual  tribute  of  paradise 
birds,  tortoise-shell,  and  sago. 

Passing  eastward  to  Geelvink  Bay  we  find  two  lai^e 
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islands,  Mysore  and  Jobie^  two  smaller,  Mafoor  and  Mia- 
nomia,  with  many  others  close  to  the  coast.  Mysore)  or 
William  Schouten's  Island,  is  80  miles  firom  the  coast  of 
New  Guinea,  and  situated  nearly  in  the  line  joining  the 
two  extremities  of  the  bay.  It  is  more  than  70  nulsB 
long,  but  is  divided  across  its  middle  by  a  narrow  channel 
passable  only  for  small  canoes,  the  two  parts  being  known 
by  the  native  names  of  Sook  and  Biak.  This  island  has 
no  birds-of-paradise,  but  it  contains  the  rare  and  beauti- 
ful species  of  crown-pigeon,  Chmra  VictoruB,  in  abundance 
The  inhabitants  of  this  island  and  of  the  smaller  Mafoor 
are  Papuans,  similar  to  those  now  found  all  round  the 
coasts  of  the  bay.  They  constitute  the  Mafoor  tribe,  and 
are  said  to  have  come  originally  from  the  small  island 
of  that  name. 

Jobie  is  about  100  miles  long  and  12  wid&  Its 
coasts  are  inhabited  by  Papuans  of  the  Mafoor  tribe,  bat 
in  the  interior  are  a  wilder  race,  who  are  said  to  be  can- 
nibals, and  a  perpetual  war  is  carried  on  between  the  twa 
Here  are  three  kinds  of  paradise  birds,  but  all  of  the  same 
species  as  are  found  in  the  mainland ;  but  this  was  to  be 
expected,  as  its  eastern  extremity  extends  to  within  four 
nules  of  the  main  island  The  crown-pigeon  found  here 
is,  however,  that  of  Mysore,  not  that  of  New  Guinea. 

Passing  on  to  the  eastern  peninsula  of  New  Guinea, 
we  have  two  groups  of  mountainous  islands.  Hayt^*, 
Basilisk,  and  Moresby  Islands  were  formerly  thought  to 
form  part  of  the  mainland,  but  were  separated  by  Oaptain 
Moresby.  The  ftTifninplfl  between  them  appear  to  be 
shallow.  They  are  about  1000  feet  high,  well  cultivated, 
and  inhabited  by  the  light-coloured  Mahori-Papuans.  A 
little  farther  north  are  the  D'Entrecasteaux  islands,  coii 
sisting  of  three  islands  separated  by  narrow  channels,  and 
forming  a  group  about  90  miles  long.  Goodenough  Island 
on  the  north-west  consists  of  a  fine  mountain  7000  feet 
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high ;  Fergusson  Island,  in  the  centre,  is  the  largest,  and 
about  6000  feet  high;  vhile  NoTmanby  Island,  to  the 
south,  is  long  and  irregular,  aud  of  less  elevatioa  These 
islands  are  separated  from  New  Guinea  hy  a  deep  sea,  but 
as  tbej  approach  it  wiUiin  10  miles  at  East  Cape,  and 
about  IS  miles  at  Cape  Moresby,  they  must  be  classed  as 
Papuan  islands.  They  are  woody,  but  well-peopled  and 
cultivated.  The  inhabitants  appear  to  be  also  Mahori- 
I^nians. 


IKSIDE  OF  BUT,  LOUUIASB  ABCHIFEUOO. 

Extending  soutii  and  east  from  Moresby  Island  are 
a  series  of  islets  and  reefs  forming  the  Louisiade  Archi- 
pel^o,  terminating  in  South-East  Island  and  Eosael 
Island,  the  former  about  40  the  latter  about  20  miles  in 
length.     Eossel  Island  is  high  and  wooded,  its  hills  rising 
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to  2500  feet,  and  composed  of  mica-slate  and  greenstone. 
The  natives  are  dark-brown  Papuans,  with  the  prominent 
nose  and  immense  mop  of  hair.  They  wear  the  nsual 
Papnan  costume,  but  have  no  scars  or  tattooing  on  their 
body.  They  make  tunnel-like  huts,  30  feet  long  by  10 
wide,  with  the  floor  raised  about  four  feet  above  the 
ground.  They  use  stone  axes,  and  have  Hie  same  weapons 
as  other  Papuans. 

A  little  farther  north  is  Mayon  or  Woodlark  Island, 
where  a  French  Boman  Catholic  missionary  resided  for 
many  years.     The  natives  are  dark  Papuans. 

Maer  or  Murray  Island,  at  the  entrance  to  Tones 
Straits,  is  remarkable  for  being  inhabited  by  people 
exactly  resembling  the  "Sew  Caledonians  and  Loyalty 
islanders.  They  are  supposed  to  have  come  from  Maie 
Island,  one  of  the  Loyalty  group,  and  to  have  given  the 
same  name  to  their  new  home. 
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OHAPTEE   XXm. 

OTHER  ISLANDS  OF  MELANESU. 

1.  The  Admiralty  Idands, 

These  consist  of  one  large  island  about  60  miles  long  by 
20  wide,  and  a  considerable  number  of  small  ones,  lying 
between  latitudes  I''  50'  and  3"  10^  S.,  and  longitudes 
146°  and  148''  E.  It  is  the  farthest  north-west  of  the 
extensiye  series  of  islands  which  run  in  a  general  north- 
west and  south-east  direction  to  the  east  of  New  Guinea, 
and  nearly  parallel  with  it.  The  main  island  is  distant 
from  New  Guinea  about  160  miles,  and  from  New 
Hanover  about  the  same  distance.  It  is  generally  low, 
but  contains  mountains  rising  to  a  height  of  about  1600 
feet  All  the  islands  have  a  very  damp  hot  climate,  and 
are  densely  wooded. 

The  wild  pig  and  a  species  of  (htscus  are  the  only 
known  land  mammalia.  Birds  do  not  seem  to  be  numerous 
The  naturalists  of  the  "  Challenger  "  obtained  only  fourteen 
species  of  land-birds,  among  which  were  the  widespread 
lory  {Trichoglo88U8  cyanogrammus),  two  fruit-pigeons,  a 
megapodius,  and  thr4e  fly-catchers. 

These  islands  were  first  visited  by  Captain  Carteret 
in  1767,  whose  boats  were  attacked  by  the  natives. 
Many  other  ships  have  passed  the  islands,  and  had  com- 
munication with  the  inhabitants,  who  came  off  in  their 
canoes,  but  no  Europeans  appear  to  have  actually 
landed  tiU  the  visit  of  the  "  Challenger  "  expedition,  which 
lasted  from  March  3  to  10,  1875.     It  is  from  the  very 

2  II 
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interesting  paper  of  Mr.  H.  N.  Moaeley  that  we  extract 
the  following  description  of  the  native  inhabitants. 

The  Admiralty  islanders  are  of  moderate  height  (mean 
of  nine  men  6  feet  5  inches),  their  colour  a  blackish- 
brown,  often  very  dark,  but  in  a  few  cases  a  light 
yellowish-brown.  The  hair  is  of  the  usually  firizdy 
Papuan  type,  forming  a  dense  mop  in  the  younger  m^, 
crisp,  glossy,  and  elastic,  every  hair  rolling  itself  up  into  a 
spiral  The  beard  is  scanty,  and  whiskers  almost  absent, 
but  the  arms  emd  legs  of  the  men  are  thinly  covered  with 
curly  black  hair.  The  features  appear  to  be  rather  less 
prominent  than  usual  among  Papuans,  but  of  the  same 
general  type.  In  some,  however,  the  remarkable  Papuan 
nose  was  very  pronounced.  The  language  has  some 
peculiarities,  which  allies  the  people  with  the  Caroline 
Islands  rather  than  with  those  of  New  Guinea. 

The  only  clothing  of  the  men  is  the  usual  T-bandage 
of  bark ;  of  the  women  two  bunches  of  grass  suspended 
from  a  girdle.  Their  houses  are  built  on  the  ground,  of 
an  elongate  beehive  shape,  about  20  feet  by  10  feet^  wiA 
low  walls,  sometimes  made  of  billets  of  wood.  Lai^^ 
houses,  with  carved  figures  on  the  door-posts,  are  sap- 
posed  to  be  temples.  Their  canoes  are  formed  of  a  hollowed 
tree,  with  the  sides  raised  by  a  plank,  and  fitted  with  an 
outrigger  on  one  side  and  a  platform  opposite. 

Ornaments  are  chiefly  worn  by  the  men,  and  consist  of 
shell  armlets,  discs  worn  on  the  breast  or  forehead,  ear  and 
nose  ornaments  made  &om  shells  or  teeth,  necklaces,  rings 
of  tortoise-shell  in  the  ears,  plaited  waist-belts  and  armlets> 
and  charms  composed  of  human  bones  tied  up  with 
feathers.  The  hair  of  women,  boys,  and  old  men  is  cat 
short,  the  young  men  only  wearing  it  long,  and  keeping 
it  combed  out  into  a  mop,  in  which  a  comb  or  feathers 
are  sometimes  worn.  The  men  are  marked  with  scars  on 
the  chest  and  shoulders,  but  the  women  axe  r^olarly 


ADMIBALTT  ISLAND&  46  7 

tattooed  in  elaborate  patterns  on  the  face  and  upper  parts 
of  the  body,  but  executed  with  cuts  or  lines  instead  of 
dots,  and  not  so  distinctly  visible  as  with  the  Fijians  and 
Samoans. 

They  chew  betel  with  lime,  but  they  neither  use  kava 
nor  tobacco.  Their  food  is  cocoa-nuts,  sago,  taro,  and  a 
few  plantains  and  other  fruits,  and  sugar-cane;  also 
abundance  of  fish,  pigs,  the  cuscus,  and  pigeons,  which 
they  catch  by  night.  They  use  nets  and  stakes  for  fish- 
ing, and  also  shell  fish-hooks.  They  make  excellent 
unglazed  potteiy,  and  large  wooden  bowls. 

They  have  no  metal,  but  use  tools  of  stone  and  shelL 
The  commonest  tools  are  a  small  shell  adze,  and  axes  of  hard 
volcanic  rock.  Spear-heads  are  made  of  obsidian,  and 
the  same  with  short  handles  serve  as  knives.  Pieces  of 
pearl  oyster-shell  ground  down  to  a  sharp  edge  are  also 
used  as  knives  to  cut  cordage,  etc. 

Weapons  are  very  few,  consisting  solely  of  lances  of 
various  kinds  thrown  by  the  hand.  They  have  no  bows, 
slings,  throwing  sticks,  dubs,  or  shields,  or  even  thick 
spears  for  close  fighting,  thus  differing  from  almost  all 
other  Papuans,  and  from  most  Melanesian  tribes. 

In  wood-carving  they  are  very  skilfdl,  and  show  great 
taste  in  their  designs.  A  peculiar  ornament  is  a  circular 
white  plate  ground  out  of  a  Tridacna  shell,  on  which  is 
cemented  a  plate  of  tortoise-shell,  cut  out  into  a  great 
variety  of  beautiful  designs,  no  two  being  exactly  alike. 
For  musical  instruments  they  use  conch-shells,  Jews'-harps 
of  bamboo,  pan-pipes  of  three  and  five  bamboos,  and 
cylindrical  drums.  The  women  are  treated  as  by  other 
Papuans.  Polygamy  is  practised  mostly  by  the  chiefs, 
who  seem  to  exercise  considerable  authority.  There  ai*e 
separate  houses  for  the  unmarried  men,  and  others  for  the 
women.  In  character  they  are  passionate,  but  quieter 
than  most  Papuans.      Their  peculicur  customs  probably 
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indicate  a  mixed  origin  at  a  remote  period,  by  means  of 
wandering  parties  from  islands  to  the  north  and  east 


2.  The  New  Britain  Group. 

This  group  consists  of  two  laige  islands,  New  Britain 
and  New  Ireland,  to  the  eastward  of  the  Admiralty  Mes, 
and  lying  so  as  to  form  a  deep  horseshoa  At  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  northern  arm  lies  New  Hanover,  and  at  that 
of  the  southern,  Dampier's  Strait  and  Book  Island,  little 
more  than  20  miles  &om  the  coast  of  New  Guinea.  A 
nimiber  of  smaller  islands  are  scattered  around  these,  and 
about  30  miles  to  the  north  a  chain  of  small  islands  leads 
on  to  the  Solomon  group. 

New  Britain  is  about  300  miles  long,  with  an  average 
width  of  about  30  miles.  It  is  traversed  by  the  parallel 
of  G""  S.  latitude,  the  eastern  end  curving  up  to  near  the 
parallel  of  4''  S.  New  Ireland  is  about  230  miles  long, 
and  hardly  more  than  12  miles  wide,  its  southern  end 
overlapping  New  Britain,  while  it  bears  away  to  the 
north-west. 

These  islands  were  discovered  in  1699  by  Dampier, 
who  sailed  round  them,  and  noticed  that  they  were 
*'  mountainous  and  woody,  with  rich  valleys  and  pleasant 
fresh-water  brooks."  They  seemed  thickly  inhabited,  and 
abounded  in  plantations  and  cocoa-nut  trees.  The  natives 
were  ''  strong  and  well-made  blacks,  with  large  flat  noses 
and  crisp  Imir;"  they  were  armed  with  swords,  lances, 
sUngs,  and  bows  and  arrows,  and ''  the  men  were  finely 
bedecked  with  feathers  of  gay  colours  stuck  in  their  hair,"* 
while  the  women  "  were  totally  naked,  save  a  few  green 
boughs  stuck  in  the  string  tied  around  their  waists." 
The  small  volcanic  islands  in  Dampier's  Strait  "  vomited 
fire  and  smoke  very  amazingly." 

The  Bev.  G.  Brown,  of  the  Australasian  Wesleyan 
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Missionaiy  Society,  visited  these  islands  in  1876,  and 
Lieutenant  Strauch  the  New  Hanover  Islands,  and  from 
their  accounts  we  know  something  of  the  present  condition 
of  both  these  groups.  New  Ireland  consists  of  a  mountain 
range  rising  abruptly  from  the  beach  on  the  south-west 
side,  but  sloping  more  gradually  on  the  north-east.  Its 
height  is  between  2000  and  3000  feet.  The  rock  is 
mostly  limestone,  and  coral  reefs  are  abundant  all  round 
the  islands.  New  Britain  is  believed  to  be  loftier,  and 
there  is  an  active  volcano  near  its  northern  end. 

The  natural  history  of  these  islands  shows  a  close 
affinity  to  that  of  New  Guinea  itself.  They  contain  a 
kangaroo,  besides  other  marsupials;  a  cassowary,  and  a 
number  of  other  birds  closely  allied  to  or  identical  with 
those  of  New  Guinea,  but  as  far  as  yet  known  no  birds- 
of-paradise.  The  insects  are  very  fine,  comprising  some 
of  the  most  goigeously-coloured  butterflies  known.  The 
vegetation  is  luxuriant;  the  mango  and  cocoa-nut  are 
indigenous ;  while  bananas,  yams,  taro,  and  sweet  potatoes 
are  cultivated  for  food. 

The  people  are  dark  brown,  or  sometimes  much  lighter, 
according  to  locality.  Their  average  height  is  5  feet  6 
inches,  but  on  New  Ireland  men  of  6  feet  are  not 
uncommon.  Their  hair  is  matted  and  curly.  The  men 
usually  go  quite  naked.  They  are  said  not  to  use  bows 
and  arrows,  so  either  Dampier  was  mistaken,  or  some 
tribes  do  use  them.  Mr.  Brown  remarks  that  the  light 
coloured  tribes  of  Wide  Bay  in  New  Britain  use  shields, 
which  are  unknown  elsewhere.  The  houses  are  small  low 
huts,  about  8  feet  by  5  feet,  containing  no  mats  or 
furniture  of  any  description ;  but  on  New  Ireland  there 
are  laiger  common  houses  for  the  young  immarried  men. 
The  languages  spoken  are  very  numerous.  Chiefs  have 
very  little  authority.  Polygamy  is  generally  practised. 
There  is  a  curious  custom,  analogous  to  what  prevails 
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among  the  Australians,  of  a  division  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion into  two  classes,  called  here  Maramaia  and  Pikalaba, 
and  marriages  between  parties  of  the  same  class  are 
forbidden,  and  thought  to  be  very  vile.  Another  remark- 
able, and  perhaps  unique  custom,  is  the  shutting  up  of  girls 
of  sis  or  eight  years  old  in  cages  like  huge  extingmsheis 
made  of  palm  leaves,  and  out  of  which  they  are  never 
allowed  to  come  till  they  are  to  be  married.  Some  are 
so  shut  up  for  five  years,  old  women  attending  to  them. 
These  cages  are  placed  inside  large  houses  set  apart  for 
the  purpose,  and  the  girls  are  only  taken  out  once  a  daj 
to  wash,  but  they  never  leave  the  house.  The  house 
itself  is  surrounded  by  a  reed  fence,  so  that  there  is  no 
ventilation  within  the  cages,  yet  the  girls  do  not  seem  to 
suffer  in  health. 

The  people  of  New  Ireland  are  said  to  be  undoubted 
cannibals,  a  smoke-dried  human  hand  and  thirty-five  human 
jawbones  being  seen  in  one  hut,  and  the  fact  of  human 
flesh  being  a  favourite  article  of  food  was  acknowledged 
by  the  natives  themselves.  On  the  whole,  it  seems  clear 
that  these  people  are  mainly  of  Papuan  race,  but  with 
some  intermixture  of  Mahoris  or  Mahori-Papuans. 

The  New  Hanover  people  (and  probably  the  native 
of  the  larger  island  as  well)  do  not  tattoo  or  cicatrise  l^eir 
limbs;  their  canoes  have  raised  and  elaborately  carved 
ends ;  they  chew  betel,  and  have  shell  and  tortoise-shell 
ornaments  like  those  of  the  Admiralty  Islanders.  Thev 
all  wear  nose  ornaments,  and  sometimes  have  enormous 
mops  of  hair  like  other  typical  Papuans. 

On  Duke  of  York  Island,  situated  in  the  straits 
between  New  Britain  and  New  Ireland,  a  mission  with 
native  teachers  has  been  established  under  Mr.  Brown's 
supervision.  The  island  is  about  ten  miles  long,  and  is 
very  beautiful,  being  wooded  and  well  cultivated. 


SOLOMON  ISLANDS.  471 


3.  TIu  Solomon  Islands, 


This  group  consists  of  a  doable  row  of  islands  extend- 
ing nearly  700  miles  in  a  KW.  and  S.K  direction.  The 
four  northern  islands  vary  from  120  to  150  miles  long^ 
and  from  20  to  30  miles  wide.  Bougainville  Island,  the 
largest,  has  its  northern  point  about  130  miles  east  of  the 
southern  point  of  New  Ireland,  and  is  followed  by 
Choiseul,  Ysabel,  and  Malayta  Islands,  the  straits  between 
them  varying  &om  15  to  50  miles  in  width.  Parallel 
with  these,  and  about  30  miles  distant,  are  the  islands  of 
New  Georgia,  Guadalcanal,  and  San  Christoval,  the  first 
opposite  Choiseul  Island,  while  the  last  extends  nearly 
100  miles  farther  to  the  S.K  than  Malayta  Island. 
Between  New  Georgia  and  Guadalcanal  is  the  smaller 
Bussell  Island,  while  numerous  small  islands  and  islets  are 
scattered  among  and  around  the  others. 

These  islands  were  discovered  and  many  of  them  named 
by  the  Spaniard  Mendana  in  1668,  but  they  have  not 
been  much  visited  since,  owing  to  the  natives  having  a 
bad  reputation.  Of  late  years,  however,  sandal -wood 
traders  have  gone  to  these  islands,  and  some  ships  of  war 
and  missionary  vessels  have  touched  at  them,  and  given 
us  the  scanty  information  we  now  possess.  An  English 
trader  is  settled  at  Makira  in  San  Christoval  Island. 

The  whole  group  seems  to  be  volcanic,  and  there  is 
an  active  volcano  in  Guadalcanal  Island.  The  islands 
are  very  mountainous,  Guadalcanal  rising  to  8000,  and 
San  Christoval  to  4000  feet  above  the  sea,  and  they  are 
mostly  covered  with  fine  forests,  the  vegetation  being 
described  as  unusually  luxuriant  and  beautiful,  even  as 
compared  with  the  other  islands  of  the  Pacific.  The 
forest  trees  are  magnificent,  and  tree-ferns  of  30  or  40 
feet  high  abound.  Besides  sandal-wood,  ebony  and  lig- 
num-vitae  grow  here.     This  group   marks   the   farthest 
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limit  of  many  of  the  peculiar  animal  fonns  of  Kew 
Guinea.  The  cuscus  is  found  here,  but  apparently  no 
farther  east ;  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  crimson 
lories  (Zoritu),  cockatoos,  hombills,  and  the  genera 
Dicrv/rus,  Fhilemon,  IXcoeum,  Calomis,  Ghractila,  Cmtropus, 
Eurystomus,  Nasitema,  OeoffroyuSy  JEas,  and  Macropygin, — 
all  highly  characteristic  of  the  Moluccas  and  New  Guinea, 
and  quite  unknown  in  any  of  the  more  remote  Pacific 
islanda 

The  natives  of  these  islands  are  very  interesting. 
They  are  a  dwarfish  race,  with  stout  bodies  and  limbs, 
and  woolly  hair,  generally  turned  red  or  yellow  with  lime, 
but  never  forming  great  mops  as  with  the  true  Papuans. 
Their  features  appear  to  be  coarse  but  tolerably  well 
formed,  and  without  the  prominence  of  the  Papuan,  or  the 
power  and  intelligence  of  the  Fijian  physiognomy.  They 
go  almost  or  quite  naked.  Their  houses  are  fairly  well 
built,  with  bamboo  walls  and  having  the  door  at  the  end. 
Their  village-halls  and  canoe-houses  are  large  and  loftv, 
and  often  highly  decorated  with  carving  and  painting. 
Their  canoes  are  built  with  peaked  ends,  like  those  of 
New  Guinea,  and  usually  have  no  outriggers,  being  con- 
structed of  thin  planks  to  a  good  and  elegant  model 
According  to  Mr.  C.  F.  Wood,  they  are  unlike  any  others 
in  the  south  seas,  and  are  perfect  gems  of  beauty.  The 
great  war-canoes  are  highly  decorated  with  carving,  and 
with  inlaid  shells,  paint,  and  tassels  of  dyed  pandanns 
leaves 

The  people  are  excessively  fond  of  ornament^  and 
load  themselves  with  bracelets,  nose  and  ear  ornaments, 
necklaces,  girdles,  etc. ;  and  in  the  construction  of  these 
they  show  great  ingenuity.^  They  make  circular  plptes 
of  white  shell,  overlaid  with  open  work  tortoise-shell  like 

1  For  excellent  flgoies  of  these  ornaments  see  Brenchley's  Cruim  if  Ou 
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the  Admirally  Islanders.  The  nose  ornaments  pass 
through  either  the  septum  or  the  wing  of  the  nostrils, 
and  are  of  many  strange  shapes.  The  necklaces  are 
beautifully  formed  of  small  shells,  porpoise  or  other  teeth, 
shell-rings  or  beads  in  great  variety,  while  their  ear  and 
nose  ornaments  are  often  elaborately  carved  in  mother-of- 
pearl  or  tortoise-shelL  Sometimes  the  ear-lobe  is  per- 
forated and  stretched  to  such  a  size  as  to  admit  an  orna- 
mental disc  more  than  three  inches  in  diameter.  Their 
weapons  are  bows  and  arrows,  clubs  and  spears,  and  they 
use  wicker  shields  often  beautifully  ornamented  with 
shell-work. 

A  missionary  establishment  once  existed  at  Makira 
in  San  Christoval,  but  it  was  abandoned  on  account  of 
the  hostility  of  the  natives,  who  have  murdered  many 
boats'  crews,  but  probably  always  in  revenge  for  injuries 
done  to  them  by  the  sandal-wood  traders.  They  are  un- 
doubted cannibals.  Captain  Edward  Sedlick  in  1872 
saw  a  human  body  cooked  whole,  and  Mr.  Peny,  the 
English  Sesident  at  Makira,  told  him  that  he  had  seen 
twenty  such  ready  to  be  served  up  at  one  time.^  The 
roofs  of  their  large  houses  are  crowded  with  bones  of  Rm'Tntilj^ 
of  all  kinds,  including  human  skulls.  Their  food  is  bread- 
fruits, yams,  taro,  and  cocoa-nut,  with  such  fish  or  flesh  as 
they  can  obtain,  and  they  serve  it  up  in  elaborately  carved 
wooden  bowls.  They  are  very  fond  of  dancing,  and  are 
said  to  sing  in  excellent  time,  and  with  a  good  apprecia- 
tion of  harmony.* 

4.  The  New  Hebrides  and  Santa  Crva  Groups. 

These  islands  lie  in  a  KN.W.  and  S.S.E.  direction 
along  a  distance  of  about  700  miles,  between  the  parallels 

^  Oeographieal  lioffcuoine,  1878,  p.  S61. 
«  Wood's  Taehiing  Cruise  in  the  South  Seas,  p.  128. 
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of  9**  45'  and  20''  16'  S.  latitude,  and  the  meridians  of  165*' 
40'andl70''30'E.longitade.  New  Caledonia  lies  about  200 
miles  south-west  of  the  most  southern  part  of  the  group, 
and  the  southern  extremity  of  the  Solomon  Islands  is  about 
the  same  distance  due  west  of  the  northern  part ;  while 
the  Eiji  Islands,  more  than  400  miles  distant,  are  the 
nearest  land  to  the  east. 

These  islands  were  discovered  by  Mendafia  during 
his  second  expedition  in  1595,  and  an  unsuccessfiil 
attempt  was  made  to  settle  on  them.  They  have  since 
been  visited  by  many  exploring  expeditions.  That  of 
La  Perouse  was  wrecked  on  Yanikoro  Island,  the  second 
in  importance  of  the  Santa  Cruz  group,  in  1788, 
and  was  never  more  heard  of,  but  the  search  after  it 
led  to  much  exploration  of  the  Pacific.  The  most  recent 
account  of  the  islands  is  that  of  Lieutenant  Markham, 
who  visited  nearly  every  island  in  1871  and  1872,  and 
has  given  an  excellent  summary  of  all  previous  exploia* 
tions,  and  of  the  present  condition  of  the  islands  and 
their  inhabitants.^ 

There  are  three  distinct  groups  of  these  islands,  divided 
from  each  other  by  about  6  0  miles  of  sea ;  namely,  the 
south  New  Hebrides,  the  north  New  Hebrides  with 
Banks'  Islands,  and  the  Santa  Cruz  islands,  with  the  small 
Duff  and  Swallow  groups ;  while  east  of  the  latter,  at  a 
distance  of  sixty  miles,  are  the  small  isolated  islets  of 
Tucopia,  Cheny,  and  Mitre. 

The  southern  New  Hebrides  consist  of  five  islands. 
The  largest  and  most  northerly  is  Erromango,  30  miles 
long  by  22  broad,  and  rising  to  a  height  of  3000  feet 
To  the  south  of  this,  at  a  distance  of  about  30  miles,  is 
Tanna,  18  miles  long  by  10  broad,  and  with  a  mountain 
about  3000  feet  higL     Nearly  40  miles  S.S.E.  of  Tanna 

^  *'  The  New  Hebrides  and  Santa  Cruz  Gronps,"  by  lientenant  A.  H. 
Afarkbam,  R.N.— ^oumoZ  of  the  Royal  Oeographieal  SocUtjf,  1872,  p.  21S. 
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is  Aneitetun,  17  miles  long  by  11  broad,  with  a  peak 
rising  2788  feet  high.  To  the  east  are  two  small  hilly 
islands,  Amwa  and  Fotiina»  each  only  three  or  four  miles 
across. 

The  northern  New  Hebrides  and  Banks'  Islands, 
which  really  form  only  one  group,  consist  of  about  thirty- 
five  islands,  besides  numerous  islets  and  rocks.  Espirito 
Santo,  the  laigest,  is  75  miles  long  by  40  wide ;  Mallicolo 
is  50  miles  long  by  20  wide;  Aurora  and  Pentecost 
Islands  are  each  about  30  miles  long  by  5  wide ;  Ambrym 
is  22  miles  long  by  17  wide,  and  the  others  are  all 
smaller.  All  are  mountainous,  the  highest  being  Ambrym, 
3500  feet  elevation,  except  the  small  Lopevi  volcano, 
which  is  5000  feet.  Yanua  Lavu  and  Santa  Maria,  each 
about  15  miles  long,  with  several  small  islets,  form  what 
are  called  the  Banks'  Islands. 

All  the  New  Hebrides  and  all  the  larger  islands  of 
the  Santa  Cruz  group  are  volcanic,  but  there  are  a  few 
small  outlying  coral-reef  islands,  such  as  the  Torres  Islands 
and  those  north  of  Tinacula  or  Volcano  Island.  The  active 
volcanoes  are  Tinacula,  Ureparapara,  Ambryn,  Lopevi,  and 
Tanna.  There  are  boiling  springs  in  Yanua  Lavu,  and 
numerous  extinct  craters  in  aU  the  islands.  All  these, 
except  Lopevi,  were  in  eruption  in  1872,  and  Tinacula 
appears  to  be  in  constant  activity,  since  Mendaiia  saw 
eruptions  in  1595,  and  almost  every  voyager  since  has 
noticed  either  smoke  or  flame  issuing  from  it. 

Bound  most  of  the  islands  the  water  is  very  deep 
close  up  to  the  shore,  and  the  hills  rise  abruptly  from  the 
sea,  clothed  with  a  dense  vegetation.  Cocoa-nut  palms 
abound  inland  as  well  as  on  the  coast  Casuarinas  and 
ferns  are  plentiful,  and  there  are  abundance  of  fine  forest 
trees  and  beautiful  flowers.  There  appear  to  be  no  indi- 
genous teirestrial  mammals  except  rats,  and  the  variety  of 
birds  is  far  less  than  in  the  Solomon  Islands  and  New 
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Caledonia.  Hete  are  no  cockatoos  or  critason  lories,  tmt 
there  are  two  species  of  lorikeet  fTrichogloaatis).  Theie 
is  also  a  species  of  megapodius. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  New  Hebrides  vaiy  consider- 
ably Irom  island  to  island,  and  bear  all  the  marks  of  the 
intermixture  of  two  or  more  races.     The  people  of  Eno- 
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mango  and  Mallicolo  are  the  lowest,  being  short  in  stature, 
very  dark  and  ugly.  Those  of  Tanna  are  very  similar, 
but  more  pleasant  and  cheerfuL  In  Sandwich  Island  and 
Santa  Cruz  they  are  taller,  but  equally  coarse-looking.  In 
Vanua  Lavu  (Banks'  Islands)  they  are  a  much  better- 
looking  race,  short  and  plump,  not  very  dark,  with  small 
features,  but  with  short  woolly  hair.     They  are  very  quiet, 
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and  are  said  in  Fiji  to  make  excellent  house  servants  and 
nurses.  Few  or  none  of  these  people  have  the  pronounced 
Papuan  features,  and  they  evidently  belong  to  another 
type,  which,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  may  be  termed 
the  Melanesian.  It  resembles  more  the  Australian  or 
Tasmanian  in  features,  but  is  characterised  by  the  woolly 
or  frizzly  hair  of  the  Papuan.  In  some  of  the  islands  the 
men  go  absolutely  naked,  in  others  they  wear  the  usual 
T-bandage.  Their  huts  are  all  badly  built,  often  consist- 
ing of  a  roof  only,  coming  down  to  near  the  ground,  some- 
times with  a  raised  floor  inside,  and  the  entrance  is 
usually  at  the  side,  not  in  the  gable  end.  Most  of  the 
New  Hebrideans  are  excitable  and  treacherous,  but  they 
have  been  very  badly  used  by  the  sandal-wood  cutters  and 
the  ''  labour "  dealers,  who  have  often  kidnapped  them  to 
take  to  Fiji  or  Queensland.  In  almost  all  the  islands 
they  practise  cannibalism,  often  as  openly  as  was  formerly 
the  case  in  the  Fijis,  the  taste  for  human  flesh  being  an 
insatiable  craving  that  must  be  satisfied.  They  use 
bows  and  arrows  and  the  usual  clubs  and  spears,  but 
many  of  them  are  now  supplied  with  muskets. 

In  Aneiteum  the  people  are  said  to  have  been  once  as 
degraded  and  savage  as  the  rest,  but  they  are  now  all 
Christians,  and  are  foimd  to  be  timid,  kind,  and  docile. 
There  has  been  no  murder  in  the  island  for  thirteen  years, 
and  crime  of  any  kind  is  almost  unknown.  They  are  aU 
becoming  educated,  and  form  a  most  interesting  com- 
munity. This  is  the  bright  side  of  the  picture.  The  dark 
side  is,  that  they  once  numbered  12,000,  and  now  little 
over  2000.  Epidemic  diseases  introduced  by  Europeans, 
and  the  too  sudden  change  from  the  habits  of  barbarism 
to  those  of  civilisation,  everywhere  destroy  our  most  pro- 
mising converts.  There  must  surely  be  something  wrong 
in  the  method  of  civilisation  which  has  this  one  invariable 
efiect.     There  are  now  eleven  missionaries  on  different 
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islands,  but  on  no  others  have  they  produced  much  im- 
pression. In  Sandwich  Island  thete  are  some  European 
settlers,  who  grow  cotton  and  make  cocoa-nut  fibre,  and 
there  are  one  or  two  Christian  villages. 

Some  of  the  small  islands  are  inhabited  by  quite  a 
di£ferent  race.  Thus  in  Mele  and  Fill,  two  small  islets 
close  to  Sandwich  Island^  there  are  perfect  Polynesians  or 
Mahoris,  light-coloured,  tall,  and  with  almost  straight 
hair,  and  speaking  a  Polynesian  language.  The  same 
thing  occurs  in  the  Duif  Islands,  and  in  the  small  Cheny 
and  Tecopia  Islands. 

There  are  at  least  twenty  different  languages  spoken 
in  the  New  Hebrides,  not  mere  dialects  but  absolutely 
distinct  languages,  as  diverse  as  Greek  and  English.^     In 
the  small  island  of  Tanna  alone  there  are  no  less  than  sax, 
all  mutually  unintelligible.     The  New  Hebrides  form  the 
chief  recruiting-ground  of  the  labour  traffic ;  and  the  fact 
that  no  interpreters  in  these  various  languages  exists  is 
sufficient  proof  that  the  natives,  taken  away  under  various 
pretexts  to  Fgi  and  Queensland,  cannot  possibly  be  made 
to  understand  where  or  for  what  they  are  going.     There 
is  much  difierence  of  opinion  as  to  the  effects  of  this 
traffic     Mr.  A.  TroUope,  who  has  seen  the  natives  at 
work  in  Queensland,  thinks  it  must  be  beneficial ;  that 
the  islanders  learn  lessons  of  civilisation  and  that  work 
produces  property ;  that  they  learn  to  sow,  dig,  plant,  and 
to  clothe  themselves.     Mr.  F.  A.  Campbell^  who    has 
studied  the  returned  labourer  in  his  native  place,  gives  a 
very   different  picture.      He    declares   that    the    New 
Hebrideans  are  not  in  the  least  improved  but  rather 
injured,  by  their  three  years'  labour.     Whatever  goods 
they  bring  home  are  at  once  distributed  among  their 
friends  and  relations ;  they  throw  off  their  clothes,  paint 
themselves,  and  resume  with  eager  delight  all  the  savage 

^  F.  A.  Campbell,  A  Tear  in  the  New  ffebritUi;  Melbourne,  1873,  p.  I46L 
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piactices  they  have  so  long  been  deprived  of.  The  only 
accomplishment  they  bring  back,  and  of  which  they  are 
proud,  is  the  facility  of  swearing  in  English.  They  not 
only  relapse  into  their  old  ways,  but  become  more 
degraded,  if  that  be  possible,  and  certainly  more  vicious ; 
for  the  plantations  torn  out  some  of  the  most  accomplished 
specimens  of  savage  scoundrelism  imaginable — men  who 
have  engrafted  on  their  originally  depraved  nature  the 
vices  of  civilisation  but  none  of  its  virtues. 

Many  other  evil  results  of  the  labour  traffic  are 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Campbell  and  by  other  writers,  and 
there  can  be  little  doubt  that,  viewed  in  every  aspect, 
there  is  an  overwhelming  preponderance  of  evil  in  this 
modified  slave  trade.  The  absolute  savage  cannot  be 
improved  by  taking  him  away  from  his  natural  surround- 
ings and  placing  him  under  conditions  and  in  the  midst 
of  a  civilisation  utterly  beyond  his  comprehension. 
Whether  he  can  be  improved  at  all,  except  by  a  process 
which  leads  to  the  not  distant  extinction  of  his  race,  is 
very  doubtfiiL  The  only  plan  that  seems  likely  to  suc- 
ceed is  the  influence  of  Europeans  of  good  character  and 
limited  in  number,  settled  among  them  as  cultivators  of 
the  soiL  An  agricultural  mission  established  in  an  island 
from  which  miscellaneous  European  settlers  and  traders 
were  strictly  excluded,  would  be  a  most  interesting 
experiment,  and  might  possibly  lead  us  to  the  discovery 
of  a  method  of  elevating  savage  races  without  necessarily 
exterminating  them. 

5.  New  Caledonia  and  the  Loyalty  Islands. 

New  Caledonia  is  the  most  southerly  of  the  Melan- 
esian  Islands.  It  lies  in  a  north-west  and  south-east 
direction,  its  northern  extremity  being  on  the  same  parallel 
as  the  most  southern  island  of  the  New  Hebrides,  Anei- 
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teum,  from  which  it  is  distant  about  250  miles  to  the 
S.S.W.,  and  it  is  about  700  miles  from  the  nearest  point 
of  the  coast  of  Australia.  It  is  250  miles  long  and  37 
wide,  with  an  area  of  about  6000  square  miles.  It  lies 
in  an  almost  perfect  straight  line,  and  retains  a  width  of 
25  miles  and  upwards  to  near  both  extremities.  It  is 
almost  entirely  encircled  by  coral  reefs,  which  extend 
along  the  south  side  at  a  distance  of  firom  5  to  18  miles 
from  the  shore,  but  approach  somewhat  nearer  on  the 
north,  and  extend  a  long  way  beyond  its  two  extremities^ 
so  that,  if  they  indicate  the  former  extent  of  the  island, 
it  was  once  double  its  present  length  and  width. 

The  island  is  very  mountainous,  with  fine  picturesque 
valleys,  and  towards  the  north  a  double  range,  with  an 
extensive  valley  between  them.  The  mountains  approach 
nearer  the  east  than  the  west  coast,  with  many  branches 
and  isolated  peaks,  and  with  an  extensive  plateau  towards 
the  centre.  Several  of  the  peaks  appear  to  have  an 
elevation  of  from  4000  to  5000  feet,  but  the  highest 
point  has  not  been  ascertained.  The  geological  formatioii 
is  chiefly  sedimentary,  consisting  of  schists,  limestones, 
serpentine,  and  gneiss,  with  ancient  plutonic  rocks,  but  bo 
volcanoes.  It  is  rich  in  gold,  but  more  so  in  nickel,  i 
metal  hitherto  found  in  comparatively  small  quantitie 
only,  there  being  but  few  places  in  the  world  where 
its  ores  occur  in  sufficient  abundance  to  allow  of  its  being 
worked  with  profit.  The  most  important  nickel  min^ 
of  New  Caledonia  Ue  on  the  east  coast,  and  Hie  most 
productive  are  those  of  Kannala  and  Ballarod  in  Ouailoi 
There  is  also  abundance  of  copper  ores,  and  a  copper  mine 
is  worked  near  Balade. 

New  Caledonia  differs  from  all  the  other  islands  of 
Melanesia  in  its  drier  and  cooler  climate,  due  to  its  posi- 
tion between  20°  and  23°  20' S.  latitude.  It  is  thus  out- 
side the  equatorial  belt  of  forests,  and  we  find  accordingly 
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that  much  of  its  surface,  is  bare  and  arid-lookiiig,  or 
partially  clothed  with  bushes  and  mast-like  pines  (Arau- 
carta  eookii.)  In  the  north  only,  and  on  some  of  the  moun- 
tain sides^  is  there  any  extent  of  forest  country.  There 
are,  howeyer,  many  fine  timber  trees,  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  which  is  the  aromatic  Kiaouli  (MelaletuxL 
viridijhra,)  The  zoology  of  the  island  is  little  known, 
but  seems  to  be  poor.  Terrestrial  mammalH  are  probably 
wanting ;  while  the  birds  exhibit  a  mixture  of  Australian 
and  Polynesian  forms,  those  characteristic  of  the  !N^ew 
Guinea  &una  being  quite  absent  One  of  the  most  re- 
remarkable  birds  is  the  Bhinocihetus  jvbatus  or  Kagu,  allied 
to  the  herons,  but  forming  a  distinct  family. 

The  natives  of  New  Caledonia  are  a  well-made  race 
with  frizzly  hair,  dark  skins,  and  pronounced  features,  the 
nose  being  large  and  greatly  depressed  at  the  root,  as  with 
the  New  Hebrideans.  Captain  Cook  described  them  as 
being  intermediate  between  the  people  of  Tanna  and  Fiji, 
and  Captain  Erskine  agrees  that  this  accurately  describes 
their  characteristics.  Cook  also  described  them  as  being 
courteous  and  friendly,  and  not  in  the  least  cuidicted  to 
pilfering — ^a  character  which  subsequent  writers  have 
denied  theuL  like  many  other  savages,  they  have  pro- 
bably been  spoilt  by  association  with  Europeans.  They 
difTer  from  other  Melanesians  in  having  circular  houses, 
well  and  strongly  built,  with  a  high  conical  roof  sur- 
mounted with  a  carved  post  or  finiaL  They  cultivate 
yams,  bananas,  and  sugar-cane,  and  are  superior  to  ever}' 
other  race  of  the  Pacific  in  their  agriculture,  irrigating 
their  land  with  cdmost  as  much  skill  and  care  as  the 
BaUnese.  Yet  they  use  no  clothing,  and  are  said  to  be  as 
thorough  cannibals  as  the  New  Hebrideans.  They  offered 
a  brave  resistance  to  the  French,  and  are  far  from  con- 
temptible opponents.  Although  possessing  firearms, 
their  chief  tactics  consist  in  falling  on  the  enemy  from 

21 
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ingeaioaBly  devued  ambuscades.  Some  tribes  still  nombei 
as  many  as  2000,  bat  the 
native  element  is  disap- 
pearing here  no  less  rapidly 
than  elsewhere  in  Oceania, 
wherever  it  has  come  into 
either  friendly  or  hostile 
contact  with  the  white  man. 
Various  local  canses  com- 
bine  to  accelerate  the  pro- 
cess in  New  Caledonia, 
where  the  natives  are  as 
quarrelsome  and  crnel  to- 
wards each  other  as  to- 
wards strangers.  Family 
feuds  are  further  fomented 
by  polygamy,  and  the 
female  births  are  far  kss 
numerous  than  the  male. 
while  the  men  themsdree 
perish  in  laige  nmnbeis  br 
internecine  warfare,  intem- 
perance, and  domestic  and 
foreign  vices. 

New  Caledonia  was 
taken  possession  of  hv 
France  in  1853,  and  is 
used  as  a  penal  setUemeot 
as  well  as  a  colony.  Hk 
chief  town  is  Noomea  or 
Fort  de  France,  a  place  of 
about  5000  inhabitants ; 
and  the  country  around  ii 
13  said  to  resemble  some 

parts  of  the  Australian  colony  of  Victoria.     The  cnltiva- 
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taon  of  siigar»  coffee^  cotton^  tobacco,  and  indigo,  has  been 
introdnced..  There  axe  six  sugar-mills  in  the  colony,  and 
the  coffee  and  cotton  plantations  are  said  to  be  doing  well, 
Cocoa-nnt  oil  is  also  largely  manufactured.  Cattle,  sheep, 
and  horses,  do  well,  and  l^e  wool  is  of  superior  quality, 
though  as  yet  only  produced  in  ^mall  quantities  by  the 
missionaries.  Cattle,  however,  thrive  best  and  are  most 
profitable.  Good  roads,  fortifications,  public  buildings^  and 
a  lighthouse,  have  been  constructed  by  convict  labour. 

Notwithstanding  the  alleged  pacification  of  the  island, 
the  relations  of  the  aborigines  and  the  colonists  continue 
to  be  iinsatisfactory.  They  are  mutually  suspicious  of 
each  other,  and  the  whites  have  hitherto  failed  to  render 
the  natives  serviceable  labourers  by  proper  food,  fair  wages, 
and  humane  treatmentw 

The  Isle  of  Pines  lies  30  miles  from  the  south-eastern 
extremity  of  New  Caledonia  and  is  about  8  miles  across. 
It  is  a  raised  coral  island,  the  centre  forming  a  plateau 
about  250  feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  is  remarkable  for 
the  abundance  of  araucaiias  and  sandal-wood  Many 
massacres  occurred  here  among  the  early  traders,  but  some 
Englishmen  have  long  been  settled  there,  and  found  that 
with  proper  treatment  it  was  not  difficult  to  obtain  the 
goodwill  of  the  natives.  It  is  now  used  by  the  French 
as  the  residence  of  those  prisoners  who  are  not  condemned 
to  labour. 

The  Loyalty  ISLA2n)s  form  a  small  chain  parallel  to 
New  Caledonia  firom  which  they  are  distant  about  70 
miles.  They  consist  of  three  principal  islands,  Ouvea  or 
Ve%  lifou,  and  Mar^.  They  are  all  coralline  and  com- 
paratively sterile,  but  they  abound  in  sandal-wood,  which 
has  caused  them  to  be  much  visited.  Araucarias  also 
abound  here,  as  in  the  larger  island.  Lifou,  the  largest  and 
central  island  of  the  three,  is  35  miles  long  by  about  15 
wide.     XJea,  the  smallest,  consists  really  of  two  islands, 
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and  is  not  above  the  sixth  part  the  size  of  lifon.  Mai^, 
to  the  sonthy  is  about  half  as  laige  as  lifou.  Kone  of 
them  rise  more  than  300  feet  above  the  sea,  and  only 
Uea  has  a  good  harbour  formed  by  a  surrounding  reef. 
All  the  islands  were  once  thickly  peopled^  but  they  have 
now  greatly  diminished.  The  inhabitants  closely  resemble 
the  natives  of  the  New  Hebrides,  the  ''Chief  of  Mari" 
and  ^  Man  of  Tanna/'  figured  in  Captain  Erskine's  book 
being  so  much  aUke  that  they  might  be  taken  for  brotheis. 
Thirty  years  ago  they  were  cannibals  and  altogether 
thorough  savages,  though  they  appear  to  have  been  more 
moral  and  more  kindly  than  the  New  Hebrideana.  Nov 
they  are,  in  Mar^  especially,  the  most  civilised  of  any 
Melanesians.  On  Mar^  most  of  the  people  are  Christians ; 
they  build  good  houses,  work,  trade,  and  save  money.  In 
the  other  islands  they  are  more  backward*  They  aU 
build  double  canoes,  and  they  use  neither  kava  nor  betel 
There  is,  however,  a  mixture  of  two  races,  and  in  Uea 
especially  there  is  a  regular  colony  of  Pblyneaians  who 
are  said  to  have  come  from  Wallis  Island  not  more  than 
two  generations  back.  A  similar  immigration  of  the  dark 
race  seems  to  have  occurred  from  Mar&  to  Maer  or  Murray 
Island  in  Torres  Straits,  the  people  of  which  are  said  by 
Jukes  to  resemble  those  of  the  Loyalty  Islands  and  New 
Caledonia. 

6.  The  Fiji  laUi'nds. 

The  Fiji,  or  more  properly  Yiti,  Archipelago  lies  east  of 
the  New  Hebrides  between  the  le"*  and  20''  S.  latitude, 
and  the  177''  and  182''  K  longitude.  It  is  beset  with 
coral  reefis,  and  embraces  altogether  265  islands  and  islets, 
including  two  of  considerable  size,  Yiti  Levu  being  about 
90  miles  long  by  60  wide  and  of  an  oval  shape,  whUe 
Yanua  Levu  is  rather  longer  but  much  narrower  and  more 
irregular.     Both  are  very  mountainous,  the  latter  having 
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peaks  which  rise  to  about  5000  feet  above  the  sea-leveL 
They  are  of  volcaidc  origin,  well  wooded,  and  very  fertile. 

The  east  or  weather  side  is  the  most  luxuriant,  and 
teems  with  a  dense  mass  of  vegetation,  huge  trees,  in- 
numerable creepers,  and  epiphytal  plants.  Here  no  break 
occurs  in  the  green  mantle  spread  o'er  hill  and  dale  except 
where  effected  by  man«  On  the  lee  side  the  aspect  is  very 
different — a  fine  grassy  country  here  and  there  dotted  with 
screw  pines.  The  dense  vegetation  is  thoroughly  tropical 
in  aspect ;  but  some  of  the  more  open  parts  have  quite  a 
South  Australian  character,  owing  to  the  presence  of 
phyllodineous  acacias,  two  casuarinas,  and  several  kinds 
of  metrosideros.  On  the  mountains,  above  2000  feet 
elevation,  we  find  hollies;  myrtaceous,  melastomaceous,  and 
laurinaceous  trees ;  epacridaceous  and  vaccinaceous  bushes ; 
with  bright-coloured  orchids,  and  delicate  ferns  and 
mosses ;  but  no  true  alpine  vegetation  has  yet  been  dis- 
covered. There  are  many  perfumed  barks  and  woods, 
but  sandal-wood  is  now  confined  to  the  south-western  parts 
of  Vanua  Levu,  and  Viti  Levu,  and  is  very  scarce.^ 

The  only  terrestrial  mammal  is  a  rat,  probably  intro- 
duced by  Europeans,  and  the  dog,  pig,  and  fowl  were 
domesticated  when  the  islands  were  first  visited.  The 
birds  are  tolerably  nimierous,  and  resemble  those  of  the 
Tonga  and  Samoa  groups  farther  east  They  are  allied  to 
Australian  and  especially  Polynesian  forms.  Lizards  are 
comparatively  abundant  and  varied,  but  there  are  only 
two  snakes,  while  there  are  several  kinds  of  tree*frogs. 

The  Fijians  are  a  dark-coloured,  frizzly-haired,  bearded 
race,  reproducing  in  the  east  the  tall  and  muscular  bodies 
of  the  finest  of  the  western  Papuans,  but  much  superior 
to  them  both  in  regularity  of  feature  and  in  degree 
of  civilisation.  They  exhibit,  however,  a  considerable 
amount  of  intermixture  with  the  brown  Poljmesians  of 

^  Home's  Tear  in  Fiji,  pp.  50,  68,  208. 
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Tonga  and  Samoa,  who  have  long  ago  established  coloiiieB 
in  the  Fiji  Islands,  and  have  to  some  extent  modified 
both  the  cnstoms  and  the  language  of  tha  indigenes. 
Yet  they  remain  undoubted  Melanesians,  and  differ  from 
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their  Mahori  neig^bouia  not  only  in  Uieir  scanty  diesB, 
Thich  hardly  difiers  from  that  of  the  saTage  New  Hebri- 
deans,  but  in  using  the  bow  and  arrow  as  a  weapon,  and 
in  making  pottery,  both  arts  being  foreign  to  the  troe 
Polynesians, 

The  people  had   a   r^;nlar   system    of  govenunent 
under  cliie&  of  tribes,  of  whom  there  are  twelve  or  thir- 
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teen.  They  had  priests  and  temples,  a  complex  myth- 
ologjy  and  a  finn  belief  in  a  future  state.  Their  manners 
and  morals  are  in  many  respects  those  of  a  civilised 
people,  yet  perhaps  nowhere  in  the  world  has  human  life 
been  so  recklessly  destroyed,  or  cannibalism  been  reduced 
to  such  a  system,  as  here.  Human  flesh  was,  till  recently, 
the  Fijian's  greatest  luxury,  and  not  only  enemies  or  slaves 
kept  for  the  purpose,  but  sometimes  even  wives,  children, 
and  fiiends,  were  sacrificed  to  gratify  it.  At  great  feasts 
it  was  not  uncommon  to  see  twenty  human  bodies  cooked 
at  a  time,  and  on  the  demand  of  a  chief  for  "  long  pig," 
which  is  their  euphuism  for  a  human  body,  his  attendants 
would  rush  out  and  kill  the  first  person  they  met,  rather 
than  fail  to  gratify,  him.  No  less  horrible  were  the 
human  sacrifices  which  attended  most  of  their  ceremonies. 
When  a  chief  died  a  whole  hecatomb  of  wives  and  slaves 
had  to  be  buried  alive  with  him.  When  a  chiefs  house 
was  built,  the  hole  for  each  post  must  have  a  slave  to 
hold  it  up  and  be  buried  with  it  When  a  great  war- 
canoe  was  to  be  launched,  or  to  be  brought  home,  it  must 
be  dragged  to  or  tram  the  water  over  living  human  beings 
tied  between  two  plantain  stems  to  serve  as  rollers. 
Stranger  still,  and  altogether  incredible,  were  it  not 
vouched  for  by  independent  testimony  of  the  most  satis- 
factory character,  these  people  scrupled  not  to  ofier  them- 
selves to  a  horrible  death  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  cus- 
tom, or  to  avoid  the  finger  of  scorn.  So  firm  was  their 
belief  in  a  future  state,  in  which  the  actual  condition  of 
the  dying  person  was  perpetuated,  that  on  the  first  symp- 
toms of  old  age  and  weakness,  parents,  with  their  own 
firee  consent,  were  buried  by  their  children.  A  mission- 
aiy  was  actually  invited  by  a  young  man  to  attend  the 
fhneral  of  his  mother,  who  herself  walked  cheerfully  to 
the  grave  and  was  there  buried ;  while  a  young  man  who 
was  unwell  and  not  able  to  eat,  was  voluntarily  buried 
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alive,  because,  as  lie  hinmelf  said,  if  he  could  not  eat  he 
should  get  thin  and  weak,  and  the  girls  would  call  him  a 
skeleton,  and  laugh  at  him.  He  was  buried  by  his  own 
father ;  and  when  he  asked  to  be  strangled  first  he  was 
scolded  and  told  to  be  quiet,  and  be  buried  like  other 
people,  and  give  them  no  more  trouble;  and  he  was 
buried  accordmgly.^ 

The  weapons  of  the  Fijians  consist  of  speaiSy  slings, 
clubs,  short  throwing-clubs,  and  bows  and  arrows.  Most 
of  these  are  larger  and  heavier  than  those  of  other  Pacific 
islanders,  corresponding  to  the  more  warlike  character  and 
greater  strength  of  the  peopla  Their  towns  are  often 
fortified  with  one  or  more  earthen  ramparts  faced  witb 
stones,  and  surmounted  by  a  fence  of  reed  or  cocoa-nut 
trunks,  the  whole  surrounded  by  a  deep  moat^  The 
houses  of  the  coast  people  are  oblong,  20  to  30  feet  loDg, 
well  built,  and  with  doorways  on  the  two  sides  four  feet 
wide,  and  only  about  the  same  height,  but  rich  men  and 
chiefs  have  much  larger  houses.  The  doors  are  of  iBatB» 
and  the  floor  at  the  ends  is  raised  a  little,  and  cova^ 
with  mats  for  sleeping  on.  In  the  mountain  districts  the 
houses  are  square  with  a  central  post  They  have  pyra- 
midal temples  often  erected  on  terraced  mounds,  but  many 
of  these  have  now  been  destroyed.  Their  canoes  are  well 
built,  and  sometimes  more  than  100  feet  long,  usuaify 
double,  of  unequal  size,  the  smaller  serving  as  a  powerful 
outrigger.  Their  agricultural  implements  are  digghig 
sticks  and  hoes  made  of  turtle-bone  or  flat  oyster-sfaieUs^ 
now  replaced  by  iron.  They  are  skilful  in  basket  axkl 
net  making. 

The  Fijians  are  cleanly  in  their  habits,  and  very  par- 
ticular about  their  personal  appearance.  They  do  not  load 
themselves  with  ornaments,  like  the  more  savage  Melane- 

^  'Enkxa^*B  Journal  <^  a  Cfruise  among  th$  leUuida  qf  tiU  Weatemlfaei^ 
p.  476. 
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Bian  tribea,  and,  UBually,  the  women  only  are  tattooed. 
Althoi^h   80  scantily  dressed,  they  are  essentially  as 


modest  as  the  most  civilised  nations,  and  any  pnbUc  in- 
decency would  be  seveiely  pnitished.  Thongh  they  bare 
learnt  many  arta  &om  their  intercouiee  with  the  Samoans 


490  OOMPENDIUK  OF  GEOGRAPHY  AND  TRAVEL. 

and  TonganSy  it  is  the  general  opinion  that  they  aie 
superior  to  the  Polynesians  in  intelligence. 

In  no  place  has  missionary  effort  been  more  success- 
ful, or  its  fruits  more  apparent,  than  in  FijL  It  is  only 
forty  years  since  the  first  missionaries  landed  at  Lakemba, 
one  of  the  small  eastern  islands  of  the  group,  at  a  time 
when  all  the  horrors  of  cannibalism  and  massacre  were 
at  their  height  The  king,  Thakombau,  who  long  opposed 
them,  was  at  length  converted,  and  cannibalism  and 
human  sacrifices  finally  abolished,  and  now  the  entire 
population  are  Christians.  This  great  change  has  been 
mainly  effected  by  the  Wesleyan  missions,  assisted  by  the 
Boman  Catholics,  and,  more  recently,  by  the  Church  of 
England. 

In  1874  the  entire  archipelago  became  a  British 
colony  under  a  deed  of  cession  from  Thakombau,  who 
had  long  established  his  power  as  a  supreme  ruler  over 
all  the  petty  chiefs  of  the  various  islands.  Under  the 
wise  and  judicious  rule  of  Sir  Arthur  Gordon,  who  was 
governor  from  1876  to  1880,  the  great  change  firom 
savage  rule  to  civilised  government  has  been  effected 
without  exciting  the  animosity  of  the  natives.  About 
2000  Europeans  have  settled  in  the  islands,  and  the 
cultivation  of  sugar,  cotton,  coffee,  and  arrow-root  is 
being  attempted  more  or  less  successfully.  Cocoa-nut8» 
however,  are  the  staple  produce  at  present,  the  dried 
kernel  of  the  nut  (called  copra)  as  well  as  the  fibre,  being 
largely  exported.  Cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  also  flourish 
well,  so  that  every  necessaiy  and  most  of  the  luxuries  of 
life  can  be  produced  in  TijL 

As  the  native  Fijians  prefer  for  the  most  part  to  culti- 
vate their  own  land  rather  than  work  for  strangers,  great 
efforts  are  made  by  the  European  planters  to  introduce 
foreign  labour.  Ten,  small  vessels  axe  said  to  be  con- 
stantly engaged  in  bringing  natives  of  the  New  Hebrides, 
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the  Solomons,  and  the  Polynesian  Islands ;  but  the  supply 
is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  and  it  is  now  proposed  to 
bring  coolies  fix)m  British  India. 

The  importance  of  this  new  colony  as  opening  a  field 
for  enterprise,  and  as  affording  a  delightful  tropical  resi- 
dence, is  so  great,  that  a  brief  account  of  the  several  islands 
will  not  be  out  of  place.  Most  of  them  are  high  and 
mountainous,  rising  abruptly  firom  the  sea  as  if  they  were 
the  highest  points  of  a  submerged  continent  There  is 
nowhere  much  level  land,  lulls  and  lovely  valleys  suc- 
ceeding each  other  from  the  shore  towards  the  interior ; 
while  lofby  peaks  rise  in  every  direction,  and  numerous 
ridges  and  spurs  branch  ofiT  in  endless  complexity. 

Considering  their  size  and  rocky  nature,  the  islands 
are  wonderfully  well  watered,  and  the  two  larger  have 
numerous  streams,  many  of  which  are  navigable  by 
canoes  and  good  sized  boats  for  a  considerable  distance 
inland.  The  scenery  in  many  of  the  valleys  is  very 
grand.  Lofty  precipices  and  narrow  gorges  succeed  each 
other,  while  a  luxuriant  tropical  vegetation  clothes  the 
rocks  with  beauty.  The  soil  is  everywhere  fertile,  con- 
sisting of  decomposed  volcanic  or  coraUine  formations, 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Home  (the  government 
botanist  of  Mauritius)  that  there  is  hardly  any  land  that 
is  not  capable  of  profitable  cultivation. 

Yiti  Levu,  the  chief  of  the  group,  contains  the  largest 
rivers  and  the  greatest  extent  of  level  land ;  and  it  is  on 
the  south  side  of  this  island,  in  Suva  harbour,  that  the  new 
official  capital  of  Fiji  is  situated.  The  population  is 
about  50,000 ;  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
rivers  are  navigable  for  small  steamers,  the  island  ofTers 
unusual  facilities  for  colonization. 

Yanua  Levu,  the  next  island  in  extent,  is  115  miles 
long,  but  only  2  5  miles  in  average  width.  It  is  traversed 
from  end  to  end  by  a  range  of  mountains,  the  longest 
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slope  of  wMch  *  is  towards  the  north-west  These  are 
covered  with  dense  forests  along  the  watershed,  which 
intercept  the  south-east  trade  winds,  and  while  giving  rise 
to  numerous  streams,  leave  the  greater  part  of  the  island 
to  the  north  and  west  subject  to  long-continued  drought 
Mr.  Home  says: — ^"In  passing  over  these  mountams 
many  magnificent  views  present  themselves.  Here  forest 
and  woodland,  with  valley  opening  into  valley  in  oft- 
repeated  succession ;  there,  on  one  side,  the  open  grass 
covered  country  of  Macuata ;  on  the  other,  the  blue  sea 
studded  with  islands — ^with  spots  and  lines  of  white  foam 
where  the  sea  is  breaking  on  the  reefs  -,  all  these,  seen 
from  a.  considerable  elevation,  combine  in  forming  a 
panorama  of  which  words  can  convey  a  very  faint  idea." 

The  island  of  Taviuni  lies  to  the  south-east  of  Vanua 
Levu,  and  is  about  21  miles  long  and  12  wida  It  con- 
sists of  a  mountain  ridge  nearly  8000  feet  high,  covered 
on  the  windward  side  with  dense  forests  from  the  sea- 
shore to  the  summit  of  the  mountains.  Most  of  the 
settlements  are  on  the  leeward  side,  where  the  rainfall  is 
less  excessive  and  the  vegetation  less  dense.  The  scenery 
is  said  to  be  supremely  beautiful  and  the  soil  very  fertile 

Kandavu,  the  most  southern  and  western  island  of 
the  group,  is  about  the  same  size  as  Taviuni  It  is  moun- 
tainous and  well  wooded,  and  has  a  population  of  over 
10,000. 

Ovalou  is  an  island  situated  on  the  east  side  of  Yiti 
Levu,  of  a  nearly  circular  form,  and  about  7  miles  across^ 
It  is  very  mountainous,  rising  to  an  elevation  of  more 
than  2000  feet,  and  presenting  in  this  small  area  numer- 
ous ranges  and  spurs,  with  valleys  and  narrow  gorges  in 
all  the  complexity  of  a  great  mountain  system.  The 
central  valley,  bounded  by  perpendicular  cliffs  backed  by 
wooded  mountains,  is  one  of  the  loveliest  in  Fiji.  Levuka, 
hitherto  the  capital  of  Fiji,  consists  of  one  long  street  ex- 
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tending  along  the  beach,  and  occupying  almost  the  whole 
of  the  level  ground.  The  dwelling-honsea  aie  perched 
on  the  rocky  mountain  side  above  the  town,  and  are 
approached  by  steep  winding  paths  or  steps  over  rocky 
slopes.  Mr.  Home  declares  that  a  worse  situation  could  not 
be  chosen  for  a  town ;  so  that  the  removal  of  the  of&cial 
capital  to  Suva  harbour,  where  there  is  ample  space  for 
a  considerable  town  and  suburban  population,  and  ready 
access  to  the  interior  of  a  large  island,  is  fully  justified, 

Lakemba  is  the  largest  of  the  eastern  islands,  and 
was  formerly  the  head-quarters  of  the  Wesleyan  Mission. 
It  is  nearly  round,  and  about  six  nules  in  diameter.  Other 
islands  are  Koro,  Angau,  Quamea,  Babi,  Nuka  Levu,  Yanua 
Balavu,  the  chief  settlement  of  the  Tonga  men,  Yanua 
Vatu,  Moala,  Totoya,  Matuka,  Vatulele,  the  Yasawa  group 
on  the  north-west  of  Yiti  Levu,  and  many  others. 

By  the  census  taken  in  1881  the  white  population 
of  Fiji  was  2,293,  while  the  native  Fijians  numbered 
115,635,  of  which  61,836  were  males  and  53,799 
females.  There  were  also  about  6000  Polynesian 
labourers  and  coolies.  In  1859  it  was  estimated  that 
the  native  population  numbered  200,000.  In  1874  it 
was  reduced  to  140,000,  and  this  number  was  still 
further  reduced  by  the  epidemic  of  measles  in  1875.  In 
1879  the  native  population  is  said  to  have  been  108,924, 
but  as  it  cannot  possibly  have  increased  by  more  than 
6000  in  two  years,  the  accuracy  of  some  of  the  returns 
seems  doubtful ;  and  we  are  therefore  uncertain  whether 
here,  as  in  other  similar  cases,  the  adoption  of  our  religion 
and  government  is  leading  to  the  extinction  of  the  native 
race. 

In  Fiji,  as  in  most  tropical  coimtries,  there  is  a  dry 
and  a  wet  season ;  the  former  is  cool,  and  lasts  from  May 
to  October,  the  latter  is  hot,  and  lasts  from  October  to 
May.     In  the  dry  season  the  south-east  trade  winds  pre* 
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vail,  and  every  person  is  benefited  by  the  cool  invigorat- 
ing breeze.  During  the  wet  season  there  are  frequent 
cahns,  and  the  winds  are  variable.  The  weather  is  hot^ 
and  the  least  exertion  brings  the  perspiration  in  streams 
out  of  the  body.  While  the  cool  weather  lasts,  Euro- 
peans can  wear  with  comfort  clothing  adapted  to  an 
English  summer,  the  weather  being  delightful ;  but  in  the 
hot  season  the  least  amount  of  clothing  is  burdensome 
and  oppressive. 

The  annual  rainfall  in  Fiji  may  be  considered  heavy, 
even  for  a  tropical  country ;  and — ^what  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  an  agricidtural  point  of  view — the  rains 
fall  most  abundantly  during  the  warm  season  when 
vegetation  most  requires  it.  Mr.  Home,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  this  account  of  the  Fijian  climate,  gives  the 
following  important  &ct  as  to  the  effects  of  forests  on 
rainfall  Since  1862,  the  thickly  wooded  hills  around 
Leouka  have  been  cleared,  because  they  afforded  shelter 
to  mountaineers  who  often  plundered  the  town ;  and  smoe 
then  the  number  of  ramy  days,  although  not  the  total  rain- 
fall, has  been  materially  reduced.  Formerly  the  rain  came 
in  gentle  showers  which  sank  into  the  ground  and  refreshed 
the  vegetation,  whereas  it  now  descends  in  torrents,  and 
runs  off  the  ground,  carrying  away  the  loose  soil  on  the 
surface,  where  the  ground  is  steep,  and  doing  great 
damage  to  both  soil  and  vegetation.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Government  will  strictly  regulate  the  forest 
growth  of  these  islands,  and  thus  avoid  the  irrepaiaUe 
deterioration,  both  of  soil  and  climate,  which  has  been 
caused  in  many  parts  of  India  and  Ceylon  by  indiscrimi- 
nate clearings. 

Mr.  Home  seems  to  have  been  favourably  impressed 
with  the  skill  and  industry  of  the  Fijians  in  agricul- 
ture. They  grow  cotton,  maize,  and  tobacco,  with  great 
success,  and  have  leamt  by  observation  and  experience 


the  best  soil  and  situation,  and  the  proper  mode  of  treat- 
ment of  each  crop,  so  as  to  produce  the  largest  amount  of 
produce  on  a  small  patch  of  ground.  Living  in  so  genial 
a  climate,  and  having  so  few  wants,  the  Fijian  does  not 
of  course  labour  with  the  persistence  and  energy  of 
Europeans,  but  he  is  by  no  means  an  habitual  idler,  and 
he  who  does  not  attend  to  the  affairs  of  his  family  and 
those  of  his  tribe  has  not  much  respect  shown  to  him  by 
his  fellow-townsmen. 

Fiji  is  a  Crown  colony,  administered  by  a  governor 
and  executive  counciL  The  laws  are  prepared  by  a 
legislative  council  of  thirteen  members.  The  native 
village  and  district  councils  are  recognised,  and  there  are 
twelve  superior  native  chiefs  who  receive  salaries,  and 
also  twenty-six  native  magistrates ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  indigenous  seU-govemment  will  be  carefully 
preserved  and  extended. 

The  revenue  has  increased  from  £40,000  in  1876  to 
£80,678  in  1880 ;  but  the  expenditure  is  still  greater, 
and  there  is  a  public  debt  of  £120,000. 

The  imports  in  1880  amounted  to  £185,740,  while 
the  exports  of  produce  raised  in  the  colony  reached 
£178,000. 

Four  newspapers  are  published  in  FijL  There  are 
numerous  hotels  and  boarding-houses,  an  excellent 
Mechanics'  and  Literary  Institute,  an  Hospital,  and  a 
Planters'  Association,  besides  several  Banks  and  Insurance 
Companies,  and  there  is  a  monthly  mail  steamer  from 
Sydney  to  Suva  and  Levuka. 
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CHAPTEE    XXIV. 

POLTKESIA. 

1.  JExtentand  Compcment  Oroups. 

Polynesia  comprises  a  number  of  distinct  arcliipeLi- 
goes,  on  which  are  dependent  some  few  smaller  groups. 
The  westernmost  is  the  Tonga  group,  with  the  Samoa  a 
little  to  the  north-east  Between  these  are  a  few 
scattered  islands,  and  north  of  Samoa  the  small  Tokekn 
cluster,  to  the  north-west  of  which  is  the  Ellice  group,  or 
Lagoon  Islands  of  the  missionaries.  The  space  between 
Tonga  and  the  Society  group  is  occupied  by  the  scatteied 
Hervey  Islands ;  and  with  the  Society  may  be  included 
the  Austral  or  Tibuai  Isles,  south  of  them,  and  the  great 
Paumota,  or  Low  Archipelago,  east  of  them,  with  Ba- 
pa-nui,  or  Easter  Island,  stiU  farther  east.  North  of  the 
Paumota  lies  the  Marquesas  group,  west  and  north-west 
of  which  are  several  small  scattered  islands,  which  have 
been  disposed  in  three  clusters — ^the  Penrhyn  or  Mana- 
hiki  north  of  the  Paumota,  the  Phoenix  nortiii  of  Tokelan. 
and  the  America  north  of  the  Penrhyn.  The  last  Poly- 
nesian archipelago  is  that  of  the  Hawaii,  or  Sandwich 
Islands,  situated  far  away  on  the  northern  tropic,  with 
which  may  be  included  a  chain  of  smaller  islets  stretch- 
ing thence  towards  the  north-west 

2.  The  Polynesian  or  Mahori  Bace. 
As  the  whole  of  the  Polynesian  islands  are  inhabited 
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by  one  race,  which  differs  very  little  in  the  several 
Jands.  we  ^  give  here  a  bri3  general  description  of 
tins  interesting  people,  the  Tongans  and  Samoans  being 
taken  as  typical  examples,  except  when  other  islands  are 
specially  referred  to. 

The  Mahoris  or  Brown  Polynesians,  according  to  the 
universal  testimony  of  travellers  and  residents,  are  one  of 
the  very  finest  races  on  the  globe.    A  recent  writer  says — 
"  There  are  no  people  in  the  world  who  strike  one  at  first 
so  much  as  these  Friendly  Islanders.     Their  clear,  light 
copper-brown  coloured  skins,  yellow  and  curly  hair,  good- 
humoured,  handsome  faces,  their  tout  ensemibk,  formed  a 
novel  and  splendid  picture  of  the  genus  Jumio  ;  and,  as  far 
as  physique  and  appearance  goes,  they  gave  one  certainly 
an  impression  of  being  a  superior  race  to  ours."  ^    Captain 
Erskine,  speaking  of  the  same  people,  says — *'  The  men 
were  a  remarkably  fine-looking  set  of  people,  and  among 
them  were  several  above  six  feet  high,  and  of  Herculean 
proportions.     One  stout  fellow  attracted  attention  as  soon 
as  he  crossed  the  gangway,  and  I  found  that  his  aim 
measured  above  the  elbow  15^  inches,  whilst  that  of  one 
of  our  forecastle  men,  probably  tiie  stoutest  man  in  the  ship, 
was  but  14  inches."     And  again — ^"  The  manly  beauty  of 
the  young  men  is  very  remarkable ;  one  in  particidar,  who 
had  decked  his  hair  with  the  fiowers  of  the  scarlet  hibis- 
cus, might  have  sat  for  an  Antinous.     Their  features  are 
often  beautifal,  although  the  nose  is  somewhat  flatter  than 
with  us ;  but  this,  I  believe,  is  done  by  the  mothers  in 
the  children's  early  youth  as  an  improvement  to  their 
appearance."     This  practice  broadens  and  to  our  eye  dis- 
figures the  nose,  which  is  naturally  rather  long  and  some- 
what arched,  as  shown  by  portraits,  and  can  hardly  difier 
in  its  normal  state  from  that  of  good-looking  Europeans. 
The  hair  is  dark-brown  or  black,  smooth  and  curly,  totally 
unlike  either  the  frizzled  mop  of  the  Melanesian  or  the 

^  Lord  QeoTge  Campbell's  Log^LetUnfrcm  the  *  Challenger,*  p.  120. 
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perfecdj  straight  black  hair  of  the  true  Malay.  13iey 
have  little  beaid  generally^  though  Bometimes  it  growB 
pretty  fireely.  Their  average  stature  is  fully  equal  to  that 
of  Europeans.  The  form  of  their  heads  is  broad,  high, 
and  flattened  at  the  back ;  the  latter  feature  may,  however, 
be  artifidaL  In  character  they  are  cheerful  and  joyous, 
fond  of  dancing  and  song  and  a  variety  of  anrasements. 
Although  ceremonious  and  stately  in  many  of  their  custom^ 
gloom  and  moroseness  are  contrary  to  their  nature.  Thej 
are  very  cleanly  in  all  their  haUts,  and  have  a  taste  for 
neatness  and  order  such  as  never  exists  elsewhere  anumg 
people  in  a  barbarous  state.  Thongh  without  written  hn- 
goage,  they  have  abundance  of  songs  and  traditicifi, 
handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another,  as  amocg 
the  ancient  bards  of  our  own  country. 

Although  entirely  without  metals,  their  native  maim- 
f actures  are  very  beautiful  They  make  mats  of  extreme 
delicacy,  and  bark  doth,  beaten  out  to  the  thinness  d 
fine  paper,  joined  together  in  rolls  sometimes  hundreds  of 
yards  long,  and  ornamented  with  graceful  patterns  ii 
various  colours.  They  make  bowls  and  plates  of  wool 
and  cups  and  bottles  of  cocoa-nut  shells,  beautifully  carnd 
and  polished.  The  handles  of  their  tools  and  clubs  ai^ 
paddles  are  carved  with  a  marvellous  elaboration,  and 
with  great  taste,  their  only  tools  being  formed  of  stone  or 
shell  Their  canoes,  sometimes  more  than  a  hundred  &e^ 
long,  take  many  years  to  build,  and  are  marvels  d 
ingenuity  and  constructive  skill,  the  planks  accuratek 
fitted  and  fastened  together  by  strong  cords,  so  as  to  ress 
the  strain  of  voyages  of  many  hundreds  of  miles  in  ^ 
open  ocean.  Iheir  houses  are  of  an  oval  form,  sop* 
ported  on  two  lofty  central  pillars,  and  resting  on  a  iciv 
of  dwarf  posts,  the  roofs  strongly  formed  of  rafters  aiid 
thatch.  Their  weapons  are  few  and  simple,  and  they  nevff 
discovered  the  art  of  making  pottery;  yet,  as  they  are 
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undoubtedly  in  a  far  higher  state  of  civilisation,  and  far 
superior  in  mental  capacity  to  many  savage  races  who 
possess  that  art,  it  is  a  proof  that  we  cannot  measure  the 
status  of  human  advancement  merely  by  progress  in  the 
mechanical  arts.  Having  no  vessels  to  boil  water,  their 
cooking  is  entirely  performed  by  baking,  generally  in 
holes  in  the  ground,  a  method  which,  although  rude  in 
appearance,  is  really  so  perfect  that  we  cannot  wonder  at 
their  not  seeking  for  any  other. 

Their  clothing  is  simple,  consisting  of  the  ordinaiy 
T-bandage  for  the  men,  and  for  the  women  a  neat  girdle 
or  petticoat  formed  of  dracsena  leaves.  Sometimes  the 
women  use  also  a  garment  like  the  Peruvian  poncho  to 
cover  the  upper  part  of  their  bodies,  and  on  state  occa- 
sions the  men  drape  themselves  in  voluminous  folds  of 
the  beautiful "  tapa  "  clotL  The  men  are  usually  tattooed 
from  the  navel  to  the  thigh,  and  also  often  around  the 
mouth  and  eyes,  in  a  variety  of  tasteful  patterns,  making 
them  look  as  if  the  body  were  covered  with  a  close-fitting 
garment  of  delicate  lacework. 

These  people  show  how  far  they  have  advanced 
beyond  the  savage  state  in  nothing  more  than  in  their 
treatment  of  women,  who  are  no  longer  beasts  of  burden 
or  slaves,  as  among  all  Melanesian  and  many  Malay  tribes, 
but  companions  and  equals,  carefully  protected  from  severe 
labour  or  anything  that  might  impair  their  grace  and 
beauty.  The  Mahori  women  devote  themselves  solely  to 
household  work,  making  mats  and  tapa  cloth,  plaiting 
ornamental  baskets,  and  such  light  out-door  employments 
as  fruit-gathering  and  fishing,  which  in  their  delightful 
climate  is  pastime  rather  than  labour. 

The  Polynesians  have  for  the  most  part  a  regular 
government  of  chiefs,  and  a  rude  religion  kept  up  by 
priests  as  the  interpreters  of  the  will  of  their  numerous 
gods,  to  whose  honour  lofty  temples  were  raised  on  mounds 


496  COUPEHDIUM  OF  OEOGKAfHT  ABO  TEATEX. 

of  earth.  Thej  «re  varlike,  but  have  none  of  the  aavi^ 
thirst  for  blood  of  the  Fijians.  They  are  great  orators 
and  undaunted  sailorB.  Their  ceremonies  are  polluted 
by  no  human  sacrifices ;  cannibalism  with  them  has  never 
become  a  habit ;  they  are  kind  and  attentive  to  the  sick 
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and  ^ed,  and  unlimited  hospitality  is  everywhere  prac- 
tised. The  chiefs  work  as  well  as  the  common  people, 
and  think  it  a  disgrace  if  they  do  not  excel  in  all 
departments  of  labour.  When  first  visited  by  Europeans 
they  appear  to  have  been  remarkably  healthy,  and  the 
islands  were  very  populous.  Captain  Cook  estimated  that 
the   Society  Islands  then   possessed    1700    war-canoes. 
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manned  by  68,000  men.  Now,  the  total  population  of 
the  group  is  said  to  be  only  9000  I  Such  has  been  the 
effect  of  contact  with  European  civilisation  on  a  people 
declared  by  our  great  navigator,  Cook,  to  have  been 
"  liberal,  brave,  open,  and  candid,  without  either  suspicion 
or  treachery,  cruelty  or  revenge ;"  while  the  naturalist, 
Forster,  who  accompanied  him,  declared,  that  he  "  never 
saw  any  of  a  morose  or  discontented  disposition  in  the 
whole  nation ;"  and  that  "  they  all  join  to  their  cheerful 
temper  a  politeness  and  elegance  which  is  happily  blended 
with  the  most  innocent  simplicity  of  manners."  How  sad 
it  ia  that  a  people  with  so  many  admirable  qualities  should 
be  exterminated  before  our  eyes  by  the  relentless  march 
of  our  too  imperfect  civilisation  I 

The  traditions  of  the  Polynesians  point  to  Savaii,  the 
largest  of  the  Samoan  Islands,  as  the  home  of  their  ances- 
tors ;  and  many  peculiarities  in  language  and  local  nomen- 
clature indicate  that  the  various  branches  of  the  race,  from 
the  Sandwich  Islands  to  Tahiti,  and  even  to  New  Zealand, 
have  migrated  from  this  centre.  Baiatea,  120  miles  west 
of  Tahiti,  is  another  mythological  centre  to  which  many 
traditions  refer;  as  well  as  Barotonga,  almost  midway 
between  Tahiti  and  Samoa.  These  may  be  real  indica- 
tions as  to  the  process  of  dispersion  of  the  Mahori  race, 
but  are  of  littie  value  in  determining  their  origin  or  first 
entrance  into  the  Pacific,  which  must  be  far  too  remote  an 
event  for  legend  to  afford  any  trustworthy  indications. 
Their  antiquity  is  proved  by  language  and  by  customs. 
The  languages  of  all  the  brown  Polynesians  are  dialects  of 
one  common  tongue ;  and  because  many  Malay  and  Javan- 
ese words  occur  in  all  these  dialects,  it  has  been  hastily 
assumed  by  many  writers  that  the  Mahoris  are  really 
Malays,  and  came  direct  from  the  Malay  Archipelago, 
passing  by  the  islands  inhabited  by  the  fierce  Melanesians 
till  they  found  unoccupied  lands  farther  to  the  east.    But 
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a  mo]»  careful  stady  of  the  Mahori  langoage  shows  that 
it  is  radically  distmct  from  the  Malaj^  in  giaminatical 
strocture  no  less  than  in  vocabnlaiy,  and  that  the  Malay 
woids  after  all  do  not  exceed  three  or  four  per  oent^  and  are, 
besides^  mostly  modem  words,  not  modified  roots, — a 
clear  indication  of  their  recent  origin.^ 

Not  less  clear,  as  evidence  of  the  very  remote  antiqidtf 
of  the  Polynesians,  is  the  absence  of  the  art  of  msJdiig 
pottery  among  the  whole  of  the  race ;  for  it  implies  diat 
they  left  the  continent  or  the  western  islands  before  that 
art  was  known,  its  practice  being  so  simple  and  at  ^ 
same  time  so  useful,  that,  once  known,  it  would  certainly 
never  have  been  lost.  But  on  all  the  great  contments  and 
continental  islands  this  is  a  universal  and  a  veiy  ancieiit 
art  There  is  not  a  single  tribe  in  the  whole  Malay 
Archipelago  but  what  possesses  it ;  and  there  is  evidence 
in  many  parts  of  the  world  that  it  dates  far  back  into 
prehistoric  times,  and  even  into  the  polished  stone  age: 
In  Eastern  Asia,  where  it  attained  a  high  development 
much  earlier  than  in  Europe,  it  is  certainly  of  extreme 
antiquity. 

We  have  already  seen  that  their  tall  stature,  their 
curly  hair,  &eir  weU-formed  and  rather  prominent  fea- 
tures, their  joyous  and  laughter-loving  dispositions,  all 
separate  these  people  widely  from  true  Malays.  Yet  they 
have  many  characteristics  ci  an  Asiatic  race,  and  Mr. 
Banken  states  that  Chinese  in  Tahiti  may  sometimes  be 
mistaken  for  natives.  It  seems  probable,  therefore,  thai 
they  came  originally,  but  at  a  veiy  remote  epoch,  fitom 
some  part  of  Southern  Asia.,  and  that  they  found  the 
islands  more  or  less  occupied  by  dark  Melanesians,  wham 
they  have  displaced,  but  with  whom  they  partially  intei^ 
mixed.     The  direction  of  this  migration  was  probably  by 

^  W.  L.  Banken,  "  South  Sea  lalanden ;"  in  Joumgl  qf  the  AtUknp^ 
logical  ImtUute,  1877,  toL  yi  p.  248. 
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the  chain  of  small  islands  east  of  the  Philippines ;  and  it 
may  be  that  during  the  long  progress  of  migration  over 
3000  miles  of  ocean,  from  island  to  island — all  without 
exception  small  flat  coral-islands — a  process  which  would 
probably  extend  over  scores  or  hundreds  of  generations, 
the  art  of  making  pottery  might  have  been  lost  for  want 
of  suitable  materials.  &ivaii  would  be  the  first  lofty  and 
luxuriant  island  of  considerable  area  that  they  would 
meet  with,  and  here  they  would  remain  till  an  overflowing 
population  drove  them  to  seek  fresh  lands  farther  east 
A  slight  mixture  with  the  higher  class  of  Melanesians  has 
occasionally  taken  place,  and  has  tended  to  produce  the 
tall  and  bulky  bodies,  the  pronounced  features,  and  the 
slightly  curly  or  wavy  hair  which  distinguishes  them 
from  idl  Mongolian  tribes ;  while  it  has  never  been  suffi- 
cient materially  to  affect  the  general  lightness  of  their 
colour,  which  has,  moreover,  been  favoured  by  the  prefer- 
ence for  the  fairest  women  which  they  invariably  show. 

3.  The  Tonga,  or  Friendly  Islands. 

South-east  of  Fiji  lie  the  Eriendly  Islands  (Tonga), 
divided  into  three  sub-groups  by  two  narrow  channels. 
In  the  southern  cluster  lies  Tongatabu,  the  largest  island 
of  the  archipelago.  They  are  surrounded  by  dangerous 
coral  ree&,  and  though  the  soil  is  fertile,  there  is  a  lack 
of  flowing  streams.  The  natives,  belonging  to  the  fair 
Polynesian  race,  surpass  all  other  South  Sea  islanders  in 
mental  development,  in  the  structure  of  their  dwellings, 
and  preparation  of  their  implements,  weapons,  dress,  etc., 
betraying  considerable  skill  and  dexterity.  The  northern 
and  central  cluster  form  the  state  of  Yavaa 

These  islands  were  discovered  by  Tasman  in  1643, 
and  were  visited  by  Captain  Cook  in  1777.  They  are 
all  low,  consisting  either  of  raised  coral  or  volcanic  de^ 
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posits,  and  there  are  still  several  active  volcanoes  among 
them.  Tofoa,  to  the  west  of  Hapai,  is  always  smoking ; 
Latte,  south-west  of  Yavao,  is  also  active,  as  is  Amnigoia, 
to  the  north-west;  and  there  are  several  other  extinct 
cones.  The  last-named  island  was  in  eraption  in  1846, 
before  which  date  it  was  inhabited,  and  covered  witli 
verdure  and  firuit-trees.  It  then  blew  up  with  an  ex- 
plosion which  was  heard  130  miles  off,  and  was  reduced 
to  a  huge  mass  of  lava  and  burnt  sand,  without  one 
leaf  or  blade  of  grass  of  any  kind.  The  people  had 
all  escaped,  warned  by  violent  earthquakes  which  pre- 
ceded the  eruption.  The  sea  was  covered  with  ashes  for 
more  than  60  miles,  and  the  trees  and  crops  at  Yavao 
were  seriously  damaged. 

The  Tongan  dialect  is  harsher  than  the  Samoan,  and 
is  supposed  to  have  been  influenced  by  contact  and  inte^ 
mixture  with  the  Fijians.  The  people  are  now  all  Chtia- 
tians,  and  they  have  established  a  regular  and  efficient 
government  under  a  native  king.  In  1847  the  population 
was  estimated  by  the  missionaries  at  40,000  or  50,000, 
which  has  now  diminished  to  about  10,000.  The  chief 
exports  are  timber,  cocoa-nuts,  and  coir ;  while  ships  obtain 
ample  supplies  of  fruits  and  vegetables.  The  people  are 
admirable  boat-builders  and  sailors,  visiting  all  the  adjacent 
groups  in  their  fine  canoea 

In  the  southern  part  of  Tongatabu  there  is  a  remark- 
able ancient  monument,  consisting  of  two  perpendicular 
rectangular  blocks  of  stone,  about  forty  feet  in  height, 
supporting  a  large  slab  across  the  top,  surmounted  in  the 
middle  by  a  large  bowl  of  the  same  material  Its  histoij 
is  entirely  unknown,  and  the  stone  of  which  it  is  com- 
posed is  said  to  be  not  found  on  the  island.  A  figure  of 
this  most  interesting  monument  is  given  in  Mr.  Brenchley's 
Oncise  of  tht  Cura/^oa;  and,  taken  in  conjunction  with 
other  stone  monimients  scattered  widely  over  the  islands 
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of  the  Pacific  from  tlie  Carolines  to  Easter  Island,  it  leads 
to  the  conclosion  that  some  other  race,  with  a  differeut 
if  not  a  higher  civilisation,  preceded  those  which  now 
exist 
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4.   The  Samoa,  or  Navigator's  Islands. 

North  of  Toi^  350  miles,  is  situated  the  Samoa  or 
Nav^tor's  group,  coDaieting  of  four  lai^er  and  several 
smaller  islands,  with  a  total  area  of  1200  square  miles. 
The  larger  members  of  the  group  are  Sawaii,  TJpolu,  Tutuila, 
and  Manua,  TJpolu  contains  the  principal  harbour  and 
chief  town,  Apia.  Here  also  is  the  peakofTafna,  2500  feet 
high,  forming  a  perfectly  round  lava  cone  and  crater  com- 
pletely filled  with  a  dense  forest.  Samoa  may  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  loveliest,  most  agroeable  and  productive  of 
all  the  South  Sea  groups.  The  fertility  of  tiie  soil  is 
such  that  the  cultivation  of  tropical  plants  yields  abundant 
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retumSy  and  the  means  of  subsisteiice  are  perhaps  more 
easily  obtained  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  tbe 
world. 

All  these  islands  are  volcanic^  and  their  appeazanoe 
is  said  to  be  enchanting,  fine  fertile  plains  extending  to 
the  foot  of  the  wooded  hills.  Savaii,  the  laigest  island, 
is  the  least  fitted  to  sapport  a  lazge  population,  having 
been  so  recently  subject  to  volcanic  action  that  much  of 
its  surface  i3  absolutely  sterile.  It  has  many  extinct 
craters,  chief  among  which  is  the  lofty  peak  of  Mna,  which 
rises  to  a  height  of  4000  feet.  Going  inland  from  the 
district  of  Aopo,  the  traveller  passes  over  a  tract  of  countij 
thickly  strewn  with  scoria  and  ashes,  which  are  evidently 
of  very  recent  origin,  so  that  the  native  tradition  of  the 
last  eruption  having  taken  place  only  200  years  ago  is 
probably  correct.  In  the  north-west  of  the  island  are 
also  many  miles  of  lava-plains^  but  little  altered ;  and  in 
the  east  there  is  an  older  and  lazger  lava-bed  partly  de- 
composed and  covered  widi  a  scanty  vegetation.  In  spite 
of  a  -oonsiderahle  rainfall,  Sanii  possesses  no  xivcn^  owing 
to  the  porous  nature  of  the  vesicular  lava,  which  ofiers  a 
large  extent  of  heated  surface,  so  as  to  evaporate  the 
greater  part  of  the  moisture,  while  the  remainder  sinks 
down  and  appears  as  springs  near  the  coast  The  moun- 
tainous interior  is  thus  entirely  waterless  and  barren,  so 
that  even  the  natives  cannot  traverse  it.  It  is  a  solitode 
destitute  of  aninud  life,  alternately  parched  by  a  tropical 
sun  and  deluged  by  fierce  rain-storms,  and  affording  neither 
food  nor  permanent  water.  The  narrow  belt  of  fertile 
soil  which  in  places  extends  between  the  mountains  and 
the  sea,  is,  however,  exceedingly  beautiful,  covered  with  a 
luxuriant  vegetation,  and  with  lofty  groves  of  cocoa-nut 
and  fruit  trees.  Here,  and  in  some  of  the  more  fertile 
valleys,  are  congregated  the  scanty  population  of  the 
island,  who  are  said  to  be  more  warlike  and  less  M^dly 
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to  foreigners  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  smaller  but 
more  fertUe  and  more  populous  islands.^ 

The  Samoan  Islands  are  very  subject  to  hurricanes, 
and  in  April  1850  Apia,  the  capital,  was  almost  entirely 
destroyed  by  one.  Earthquakes  axe  also  frequent,  but 
not  very  severe ;  and  they  do  little  damage  owing  to  the 
elasticity  and  strength  of  the  buildings,  entirely  con- 
structed of  posts  and  Ught  rafters  securely  lashed  together. 
The  Didv/ncidus  ^rigirosMs,  a  remarkable  ground  pigeon, 
forming  a  distinct  family,  is  found  only  in  the  island  of 
Upolu,  where  it  is  very  rare,  and  will  probably  soon 
become  extinct. 

The  Samoans  are  said  to  be  the  fEorest  of  all  the 
Polynesian  races,  and  although  not  so  much  advanced  in 
the  arts  and  manufactures  as  some  of  their  neighbours, 
surpass  them  all  in  many  of  the  characteristics  of  a  true 
civilisation.  Captain  Ibskiae  remarks  that  they  cany 
their  habits  of  cleanliness  and  decency  to  a  higher  point 
than  the  most  fastidious  of  civilised  nations.  Their  public 
meetings  and  discussions  are  carried  on  with  a  dignity 
and  forbearance  which  Europeans  never  equal,  while  even 
in  the  heat  of  war  they  have  shown  themselves  amenable 
to  the  influences  of  reason  and  religion.  The  Bev.  George 
Turner  describes  how,  in  1848,  during  one  of  the  local 
wars,  on  the  day  after  a  battle,  a  party  of  warriors  fix)m 
a  fleet  of  fifteen  canoes  landed  in  pursuit  of  their  enemies, 
who,  they  expected,  were  concealed  on  the  mission  pre- 
misea  In  great  excitement,  and  with  arms  in  their 
hands,  they  searched  the  houses,  and  finding  no  one  went 
off  in  their  canoes,  when  one  of  them  stood  up  in  the  bow 
of  his  canoe  and  made  the  following  speech : — "  Just  one 
word  to  you  the  missionary,  and  to  you  the  teachers, 
assembled  in  that  sacred  seminary.     Bear  with  us  in  this 

^  "The  Navigator  Islands,''  by  Litton  Forbes,  M.D.    Proceedings  af 
(hA  Bfftftd  Oeographical  Society,  1877,  toL  zzL  p.  140. 


504    COMPENDIUM  OF  OEOGRAPHT  AND  TRAVEL. 

rade  conduct.  Before  we  leave,  tell  us  if  you  have  xxussed 
anything.  Teachers !  be  steadfast.  Yours  is  the  right 
course.  Our  hearts  are  not  in  this  wicked  work.  Keep 
close  to  the  cause  of  God  That  is  where  our  hearts  are, 
and  we  hope  ere  long  to  be  there  ourselves.  Health  and 
prosperity  to  you  aU !  '*  And  he  states  that,  during  a 
nine  years'  war,  none  of  the  parties  ever  fought  on 
Sunday. 

The  former  warlike  and  rapacious  character  of  llie 
Samoans  has,  in  fact,  undergone  a  complete  change  since 
the  year  1836,  when  the  archipelago  became  a  chief 
centre  of  missionary  zeaL  Besides  schools  and  churchy 
there  exist  several  institutions  for  the  training  of  teacheis; 
and  in  the  above-mentioned  capital,  where  reside  the 
foreign  consuls,  many  European  traders  have  also  setded 
down. 

In  Samoa  German  commercial  interests  have  aoqnired 
greater  expansion  than  is  generally  supposed,  and  the 
transactions  of  the  German  houses,  mostly  connected  with 
the  Hamburg  trade,  have  here  been  followed  by  the 
blessings  of  a  well-regulated  social  culture  amongst  the 
natives. 

The  cocoa-nut  palm  is  largely  cultivated  for  exporta- 
tion, besides  cotton,  coffee,  and  maize.  Here  also  various 
local  products  are  bought  up,  and  consigned,  as  return 
cargoes,  on  board  the  vessels  importing  hardware,  imple- 
ments, and  other  manufactured  goods  from  Australia. 
The  great  importance  of  the  seaport  of  Apia  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  has  become  the  emporium  of  the  produce  of 
all  the  other  Pacific  islands,  Tahiti  and  the  neighbouriDg 
groups  alone  excepted.  The  scarcity  of  labour,  however, 
forms  a  great  obstacle  to  the  economical  cultivation  of 
the  cocoa-nut  palm  in  Samoa.  To  supply  this  want^  tiie 
natives  of  the  Carolines  and  Marshall  Islands  have,  in 
recent  years,  been  frequently  introduced,  these  settlers 
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contaractmg  to  serve  for  four  or  five  years.  They  are 
readily  attracted  by  the  iaducements  of  better  nourish- 
ment, good  dwellings,  and  kind  treatment  they  receive  in 
the  settlements,  which  are  managed  after  the  European 
*  fashion,  so  that  there  is  now  no  lack  of  coolie  labour. 
By  means  of  the  steamers  plying  between  San  Francisco 
and  Australia,  Pango-Pango  now  communicates  with  both 
hemispheres,  and  its  trade  has  accordingly  of  late  years 
become  very  brisk.  In  1869,  67  vessels,  of  15,672  tons 
burthen,  entered  the  ports  of  this  group.  The  population 
is  variously  estimated  at  35,000  or  60,000.  Owing  to 
the  intrigues  of  foreign  adventurers  the  goveroment  of 
the  islands  has  been  very  unsettled,  and  a  chronic  native 
war  has  prevailed  since  1875. 

5.  Savage  Island. 

Savage  Island,  or  Nine,  situated  nearly  midway  between 
the  Tonga  and  Samoa  groups,  is  a  small  island,  about  nine 
miles  long,  of  raised  coral  rock,  and  interesting  as  having 
a  population  of  mixed  Samoan  and  Melanesian  blood. 
They  speak  a  Samoan  dialect,  and  they  say  their  ancestors 
came  &om  that  island ;  but  they  found  a  black  popula- 
tion, with  whom  they  have  intermixed.  They  are  now 
wholly  converted  to  Christianity,  and  are  found  to  be  a 
very  intelligent,  mild,  and  interesting  race,  and  by  no 
means  the  dangerous  savages  they  were  long  supposed  to 
be.  Their  numbers,  in  1864,  weie  over  5000,  and  they 
are  said  to  increase  at  the  rate  of  2j^  per  cent  annually. 
If  this  be  true,  we  may  probably  attribute  it  to  the 
&cfe  that  the  island  is  too  small  to  attract  any  visitors 
other  than  the  missionaries ;  and  it  becomes  most  valuable 
evidence  that  Polynesians  may  be  civilised  without  being 
exterminated,  if  they  are  only  protected  from  the  rude 
cofmpetition,  the  vices,  and  the  diseases  which  free  inter* 
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course  with  the  oidmary  class  of  Europeans  inyariaUj 
brings  upon  them.  In  Mr.  Brenchley's  Vcyctge  of  ft« 
Cwrdfoa^  he  has  given  a  most  interesting  account  of  this 
island  and  the  condition  of  its  population  in  1865. 

6.  The  Union  and  Mlice  Island 

The  little  Tokelau  or  Union  group  lies  about  350 
miles  N.E.  of  the  easternmost  of  the  Navigator  group, 
and  consiBts  of  three  small  islands,  inhabited  by  a  people 
closely  resembling  the  Samoans,  and  speaking  an  allied 
dialect  The  population  is  about  500,  and  the  islands 
are  occupied  by  Americans,  who  work  the  guano  deposits. 
The  Ellice  group  is  about  700  miles  KW.  of  Savaii, 
and  consists  of  a  number  of  low  coral  islands  and  atolls. 
The  population  of  about  2500  are  all  Christians.  They 
speak  a  dialect  of  the  Samoan  language,  and  say  they 
came  from  Samoa  thirty  generations  beusk.  They  have  a 
very  ancient  spear  or  staff,  which  they  say  they  brought 
fiN)m  Samoa,  and  they  name  the  particular  valley  they 
came  ficom.  This  valley  was  visited  by  a  missionaiy,  to 
whom  they  lent  this  spear,  and  he  found  there  a  tradition 
of  a  laige  party  having  gone  to  sea  and  never  returning, 
and,  moreover,  that  the  wood  the  spear  was  made  of  was 
of  a  kind  that  grew  there.  We  have  here  proof  that 
traditions  of  migrations  among  the  Polynesians  may  be 
trusted,  even  when  so  remote  as  thirty  generations,  or 
600  years.  In  1863  three-fourths  of  the  population  of 
the  island  of  Nukulaelae  were  kidnapped  by  PeruvianSy 
under  the  pretence  that  they  were  expected  nussionanes 
from  Samoa. 

7.  The  Rervey  Islands  or  CooTis  Archipelago. 
South-east  of  Samoa  about  700  miles  is  the  scattered 


\ 


f 

m 


ill 


I J 


|3l 


it 


k 


w 

8  p    Ji 


J 


m 


— s 


6  1 

«         8  11 


j!,: 


III 


s- -I- 


HERVST  ISLANDa  507 

Hervey  or  Cook  Archipelago,  consistiiig  of  nine  islands, 
either  volcanic  or  coralline,  and  rendered  difficult  of  access 
by  dangerous  reefs  and  the  absence  of  harbours.  Earo- 
tonga,  the  largest,  is  volcanic  and  hilly,  with  fertile  and 
well-watered  valleys.  It  is  inhabited  by  people  who  have 
l^nds  of  their  migration  from  Samoa,  and  speak  a  closely 
allied  langoaga  They  say  they  found  black  people  in 
the  island ;  and  the  fact  that  they  have  more  pronounced 
features,  more  wavy  hair,  and  are  darker  and  more 
energetic  than  the  Samoans,  is  quite  in  accordance  with 
this  statement  In  Mungaia,  farther  south,  this  Melan- 
esian  type  predominates,  the  people  being  dark  brown, 
with  wavy  or  Mzzled  hair,  and  well  bearded.  They  have 
still  more  prominent  features  than  the  Barotongans,  and 
wilder  maimers,  and  forty  years  ago  were  fierce  man- 
hunters  and  cannibals.  These  people  may,  in  fact,  be 
considered  the  extreme  eastern  outliers  of  the  Melanesian 
race,  although  still  farther  east  there  are  found  some 
indications  of  intermixture  with  a  dark  race. 

The  natives  of  this  group  ate  now  in  an  advanced 
state  of  civilisation.  They  all  read  the  Bible,,  dress  after 
the  European  fashion,  and  live  in  stonff  dwaDings  grouped 
in  little  townships  under  separate  chie&.  Tet  they  are 
diminishing  in  numbers  so  rapidly  that  their  total  ex- 
tinction can  only  be  a  question  of  time.  They  nimiber 
at  present  scarcely  more  than  10,000,  of  whom  6000  are 
in  Barotonga  alone.  They  petitioned  in  1864  for  an- 
nexation to  Great  Britain.  The  islands  produce  cocoa- 
nuts,  bread-fruit,  bananas,  cofiee,  cotton,  and  tobacco. 

In  Oparo,  a  smaU.  sterile  island,  eight  miles  long, 
there  are  remains  of  native  forts  of  hewn  stones  on  the 
summits  of  the  highest  hills.  The  stones  are  well  squared 
and  smoothed,  and  joined  with  a  hard  cement  Some  of 
them  are  two  tons  weight 
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8.  J^  Society  Islands. 


Of  far  greater  impoTtance  than  the  preceding  are  the 
Society  Islands,  in  t^e  eastern  section  of  Polynesia,  a 
region  -which  has  been  brought  more  or  less  directly  under 
French  influence.  This  nation  may  in  foot  be  said  to 
hold  practical  possession  of  the  Society,  Low,  and 
Marquesas  ArchipelagoeB,  t<^ether  -with  the  Tubuai  or 
Austral  Isles. 
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The  Society  Islands,  eleven  in  number,  and  forming  a 
chain  in  the  direction  from  north-west  to  south-east,  aie 
amongst  the  best  known  in  the  South  Sea,  and  aie  divided 
by  a  wide  channel  into  the  Leeward  and  Windward 
groups.  Amongst  the  former  are  the  so-called  four  king- 
doms of  Huahine,  Baiatea,  Tahaa,  and  Borabora,  where 
the  natives,  aided  by  the  white  settlers,  have  maintained 
a  spirit  of  independence,  keeping  aloof  ftom  the  rest  of 
the  confedera>cy  that  has  accepted  the  French  protectorate. 
The  eastern  group  includes  Eiomeo  or  Moorea,  in  the  west, 
Maitea  in  the  east,  and  Tahiti  in  the  centre,  this  last 
famous  for  its  enchanting  sceneiy.  All  together  have  an 
area  of  650  square  miles,  with  a  population  of  18,000 
souls. 

TAHm,  the  principal  member  of  the  group  (600* 
square  miles,  with  10,000  inhabitants),  is  of  volcanic 
origin,  and  thoroughly  mountainous,  rising  like  an  amphi- 
theatre in  a  succession  of  bold  circular  terraces  towards 
the  central  peaks,  and  connected  by  a  low  narrow  isthmus 
with  a  smaller  and  equally  round  and  hilly  islet  Its 
delightful  and  healthy  climate  brings  to  maturity  all  the 
products  of  the  tropics,  which  are  nowhere  found  in  greater 
fulness  and  perfection  than  here.  The  wayfarer  is  soothed 
by  the  fragtAnce  of  sweet-smelUng  flowers,  and  delighted 
with  the  abundance  of  oranges,  bananas,  bread-firuits,  and 
cocoa-nuts  which  supply  perennial  food  to  the  natives. 
"  The  trip  along  the  north  coast  is  enchantingly  beautiful 
The  low-lying  tracts  stretching  from  the  white  shores  of 
the  lagoons  to  the  steep  slopes  of  the  hills,  are  clothed  in 
the  richest  and  most  varied  vegetation,  from  the  bright  deep 
shades  of  the  bread-fruit  tree  to  the  soft  light  green  foliage 
of  the  young  banana.  Bomantic  valleys  and  gorges  lead 
into  the  interior,  with  the  outlines  of  Mount  Orohena 
(7340  feet  high)  in  the  background.  When  visited  for 
the  first  time,  the  effect  of  this  scene  is  heightened  as  the 
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ship,  suddenly  roimdiiig  the  last  headland,  bm^  into 
view  the  haibonr  of  Papeete  "  (C.  von  Popp). 

Tahiti  is  entiiely  fonned  <^  lavas  and  other  volcanic 
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products,  but  it  is  bo  very  ancient,  and  has  suffered  so 
much  denudation,  that  its  craters  have  entirely  dis- 
appeared, enormous  valleys  have  been  excavated,  and  a 
wide  belt  of  excessively  fertile  soil  been  formed  aroond  its 
base.    The  American  geologist  Dana  considered  it  to  pre- 
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sent  the  most  wonderfdl  and  instmctiye  example  of  yol- 
canic  locks  to  be  found  on  the  globe.  Yet  remains  of 
plants  and  insects  similar  to  those  now  living  in  the 
country  are  found  under  some  of  the  ancient  lava  flows, 
showing  that  the  formation,  as  weU  as  the  denudation,  of 
the  island  ia,  geologically,  a  recent  phenomenon. 

This  terrestrial  Eden  is  peopled  by  one  of  the  finest 
races  in  the  world,  whose  slightly  veiled,  or  even  fully 
displayed,  symmetrical  proportions  did  not  fail  to  excite 
the  admiration  of  the  first  European  discoverers.  Becent 
opinions,  however,  are  less  enthusiastic  on  the  subject, 
and  Yon  Fopp,  amongst  others,  remarks  that  if  we  now 
look  in  vain  for  the  gigantic  race  described  by  Captain 
Cook,  their  deterioration  is  due,  partly  at  least,  to  civilisa- 
tion and  brandy;  notwithstanding  which  the  natives  of 
Tahiti  are  still  a  fibae,  well-proportioned  people,  tall  and 
robust,  with  dark-brown  complexion,  broad  nose,  slightly 
protruding  lips,  beautifol  teeth,  black  and  mostly  curling 
hair,  but  with  slightly  developed  beard.  Witiii  Chris- 
tianity some  restraiQt  has  been  introduced  amongst  the 
islanders,  who  formerly  indulged  in  unbridled  licentious- 
ness. At  present  we  must  visit  the  remoter  villages  to 
see,  in  their  original  forms,  the  seductive  dances  of  the 
native  women,  gaily  decked  with  flowers.  But  all  this 
mail  soon  vanish,  with  the  people  themselves,  who,  Uke 
the  Sandwich  Islanders,  are  decreasing  with  alarming 
rapidity.  The  idyllic  scenes  of  former  days  have  already 
mostly  disappeared  under  the  influence  of  the  missions ; 
the  short  and  picturesque  national  garb  has  been  length- 
ened and  rendered  unsightly;  the  Sunday  songs  and 
dances  have  been  prohibited;  and  to  harsh  treatment, 
intemperance,  and  epidemics,  thousands  fell  victims. 

One  chief  cause,  probably,  of  the  decreasing  numbers 
of  t^ese  people  is  the  prevalence  of  habits  of  intoxication 
in  which  they  indulge  as  a  substitute  for  the  dance,  and 
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song,  and  varied  amusements,  so  injudicionsly  forbidden 
by  the  missionaries.  A  recent  Fiench  travellery  M.  Jules 
Gramier,  informs  us  that  the  Tahitians  now  seek  the  mete 
sensual  pleasure  of  intozicationy  unenlivened  by  the  social 
enjoyments  of  their  ancient  festivals.  Most  fatal  gift  of  all, 
they  have  been  taught  to  ferment  the  juice  of  the  orange, 
so  abundant  and  delicious  in  their  island  home,  and  thus 
produce  a  liquor  with  which  to  obtain  the  pleasures  and 
the  penalties  of  intoxication,  which  men,  women,  and 
children  alike  enjoy  and  suffer.  The  orange  has  hGen  for 
these  people  as  the  forbidden  firuit  of  the  garden  of  Eden 
— ^the  tree  of  good  and  of  eviL 

The  natives  themselves  only  cultivate  sufficient  to 
supply  their  daily  wants,  and  sell  the  surplus  produce  of 
their  orange  and  cocoa-nut  groves ;  but  on  the  sonth&m 
side  of  the  island,  in  the  district  of  Atimanoo,  there  is  a 
large  agricultural  establishment  belonging  to  an  English 
company,  which  possesses  10,000  acres  of  rich  land,  and 
has  imported  1600  Chinese  cooUes  to  cultivate  it^  The 
forest  has  been  cleared  away,  and  the  land  planted  wdJi 
sugar-cane,  cotton,  and  coffee,  while  broad  roads  bordered 
with  plantains  and  fruit-trees  traverse  it  in  eveij  direc- 
tion. The  establishment  of  this  gigantic  farm  forms  a 
small  town  picturesquely  situated  near  the  sea ;  and  it  is 
here  that  almost  the  entire  quantity  of  cotton  exported 
from  Tahiti  (over  a  million  pounds  in  1876}  is  produced. 

The  French  protectorate  is  extended  to  the  Society 
and  Low  Archipelagoes,  and  in  its  administration  fhUy 
resembles  that  of  an  ordinary  colony.  Queen  Posnare 
lY.  of  Tahiti  is  doubtless  the  reigning  sovereign,  but  has 
been  fain  twice  to  suffer  the  indignity  of  bemg  imprisoned 
with  her  state  councillors  by  the  iVench  gendannes,  be- 
cause she  ventured  to  refuse  her  assent  to  some  of  the 
numerous  decrees  weekly  appearing  in  the  Messager  de 
Tahiii.     On  the  other  hand,  she  eiyoys  the  protection  of 
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the  IVench,  quarters  the  "  Hue,  white,  and  teA  "  with  the 
national  "  red,  white,  and  red  "  of  Tahiti,  and  those  ships 
alone  are  permitted  to  trade  with  the  other  islands  which 
hoist  this  so-called  "  pavilion  du  protectorat"  She  also 
avails  herself  of  the  French  military  authority  to  pre- 
serve order  amongst  the  more  unruly  members  of  her 
household.  The  French  Government,  on  its  part,  pays 
her  the  outward  deferenco  due  to  a  sovereign,  and  on 
one  occasion  a  Spanish  man-of-war  was  obliged  to  fire  a 
salvo  of  twenty-one  guns  as  she  came  on  board,  a  mark 
of  honour  which  the  Spaniard  had  not  intended  to  bestow 
on  her  majesty. 
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Papeete,  capital  of  Tahiti,  is  a  little  city  of  the  most 
violent  contrasts.  All  the  races  here  settled  are  repre- 
sented by  a  total  poptilation  of  2800,  of  which  about  800 
are  Europeans.  The  "  Kue  de  Kivoli,"  with  its  "  Palais 
de  Justice,"  "  Tr&or  Colonial,"  etc.  leads  by  Government 
House  and  the  Boyal  Palace,  now  in  course  of  erection, 
to  the  "  Place  de  la  Cathddrale."  The  tower  of  this 
church,  which  has  just  been  finished,  only  serves  to  dis- 
figure this  romantic  spot.  The  "  Rue  de  la  Pologne " 
shows  the  bright  and  dark  sides  of  this  little  Paris  of  the 
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antipodes,  whfle  a  low  of  Chinese  '^stores"  and  ''tea-fihops'* 
recalls  the  Chinese  quarter  in  San  Erancisco.  Papeete 
is  the  emporium  of  trade  for  the  products  of  the  South 
Sea  Islands  east  of  leO""  £.  longituda  Small  schooneis 
of  from  20  to  50  tons  burden  bring  the  produce  of  the 
various  groups  to  Tahiti,  whence  they  are  shipped  direct 
for  Europe  either  by  Cape  Horn  or  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year.  These  schooneis, 
of  which  about  twenty  fly  the  TahitiLan  flag,  take  back 
portions  of  the  cargoes  of  vessels  aniviog  from  Europe  £ar 
sale  or  barter  amongst  the  islands.  The  chief  exports  are 
cocoa-nuts,  mother-of-pearl,  cotton,  and  some  sugar,  mainly 
to  England  and  Germany,  very  little  to  France;  and 
oranges,  tripang  (for  China),  and  edible  frmgus  to  Cali- 
fomicL 

9.  The  Austral  Ides  and  Low  Arthipdago* 

Without  dwelling  on  the  scattered  little  volcamc 
Austral  group,  which,  though  well  watered,  is  seldom 
visited,  we  may  pass  at  once  to  the  more  easterly  Low 
Archipelago,  known  also  as  the  Paumota,  Tuamotu,  Pearl, 
and  Dangerous  Islands.  It  forms  a  cluster  of  about 
eighty  islets,  with  5000  inhabitants,  very  flat,  without 
flowing  streams,  and  encircled  by  coral  atoUs.  Their  sole 
importance  is  derived  from  their  rich  pearl-fisheries,  and 
from  the  trees  which  yield  the  highly-valued  cocoa-nut 
oiL  These  islands  are  under  the  protectorate  of  France, 
as  is  also  the  Gambler  group,  consisting  of  five  high  vol- 
canic islets  inhabited  by  1500  Boman  CathoKc  converts. 
Of  these  the  most  important  is  Mangareva,  almost  under 
the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  whose  inhabitants  are  remarkable 
for  their  fine  figures,  dark  complexion,  and  lank  hair. 

This  is  the  most  easterly  of  all  the  groups  of  islands 
in  the  Pacific.  Beyond  these  are  only  a  few  widely 
scattered  solitary  islets,  of  which,  however,  two  deserve 
special  mentioiL 
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10.  Ftkaim  and  faster  Islands. 

At  the  extreme  south-eastern  limits  of  the  Low 
Archipelago,  and  far  out  of  sight  of  any  other  land,  lies 
the  small  and  mountainous  Pitcaim  Island,  celebrated  as 
having  been  colonised  by  the  "  mutineers  of  the  '  Bounty.'" 
It  is  only  two  miles  in  extreme  length,  and  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  wide,  with  a  fertile  volcanic  soil  but  rocky  and 
mountainous,  rising  to  a  height  of  2500  feet,  so  that 
much  of  its  surface  must  be  too  precipitous  for  cultiva- 
tion. It  is  situated  in  25°  3'  S.  lat.,  or  just  beyond  the 
southern  tropic,  and  has  a  fine  climate,  producing  all 
tropical  fruits  and  vegetables.  It  was  in  1*790  that  nine 
British  saQors,  six  Tahitian  men,  and  twelve  women  ar- 
rived at  this  speck  in  the  ocean.  By  discoid  and  murder 
they  were  reduced  in  ten  years  to  one  man — an  English 
sailor  named  Adams — ^the  Tahitian  women  and  nineteen 
children.  The  story  of  how  this  ignorant  English  sailor 
suddenly  rose  to  the  responsibilities  of  his  position,  and 
trained  up  this  little  community  to  habits  of  industry  and 
morality,  and  the  practice  of  txue  religion,  is  one  of  the 
most  wonderful  and  encouraging  episodes  in  the  social 
history  of  mankind.  The  little  colony  was  first  disco- 
vered in  1808  by  an  American  ship  the  ''  Topaze,"  which 
brought  the  news  to  England.  They  were  afterwards 
visited  by  two  frigates,  the  "  Briton  "  and  the  *'  Tagus," 
and  in  1825  by  Captain  Beechey  in  the  discovery  ship 
^  Blossom,"  who  found  a  community  of  sixty-six  persons 
living  in  a  state  of  uninterrupted  peace  and  harmony,  and 
in  a  veritable  "  garden  of  Eden."  Oroves  of  cocoa-nut 
and  bread-fruit  trees  clothed  the  rocks  down  to  the  water's 
edge,  while  in  the  deep  valleys  tropical  fruits  and  vege- 
tables flourished  luxuriantly.  Their  village  stood  on  a 
platform  of  rock  shaded  by  plantains  and  fig  trees,  and 
surrounding  an  open  square  covered  with  grass.     It  was 
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encircled  by  palisades  to  keep  out  the  hogs  and  goote 
which  roamed  over  the  isload,  and  which,  with  fowls, 
supplied  abundance  of  animal  food.  Their  housee  were 
dean  and  comfortable.  Their  clothing,  entirely  made 
from  the  bark  of  the  papeivmulbeny,  was  neat  and  grace- 
ful They  all  lived  as  one  united  family,  and  crime,  or 
even  dissension,  was  unknown. 

Injudiciously,  as  we  think,  this  intensely  int^esting 
social  experiment  was  brought  to  an  end  by  the  inte^ 
f erence  of  well-meaning  people.  The  Pitcaim  Islanders 
were  removed,  first  to  Tahiti,  then  back  again  to  Pitcaim 
Island.  Then  in  1856  they  were  all  removed  to  Norfolk 
Island,  far  inferior  to  .their  own  in  climate  and  soil,  though 
somewhat  larger.  In  1858  some  of  them  returned  to 
Pitcaim,  where,  in  1869,  they  were  visited  by  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  and  were  doing  welL  In  1873  Commander  K 
H.  A.  Mainwaring  found  seventy-six  inhabitants  on  the 
island,  and  he  remarks  that  epidemic  or  endemic  disease 
were  unknown  among  them.  So  recently  as  September 
1878  they  have  been  visited  by  BeaivAdmiral  A.  F.  R 
De  Horsey,  who  found  them  to  have  increased  to  ninety, 
all  in  good  health,  and  quite  happy ;  and  he  adds,  that 
Captain  Beechey's  testimony  to  their  good  qualities,  given 
fifty-three  years  ago,  holds  good  to  this  day,  since  they 
still  continue  *'  to  live  together  in  perfect  harmony  and 
contentment ;  to  be  virtuous,  religious,  cheerful,  and  hos- 
pitable ;  to  be  patterns  of  conjugal  and  parental  affection, 
and  to  have  very  few  vices."  Admiral  De  Horsey  con- 
cludes by  saying,  that  no  one  acquainted  with  these 
islanders  could  fail  to  respect  them,  and  that  they  will 
lose  rather  than  gain  by  contact  with  other  communitiea' 

Although  the  island  was  quite  uninhabited  when  the 
mutineers  of  the  **  Bounty  "  arrived  there,  many  ranains 
show  that  a  considerable  population  must  once  have  lived 

^  Report  on  Pitcaim  Island.    DaUy  News,  Deeember  4th,  lS7a. 
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on  it  Burial-placeSi  large  flat  paving-Btones,  stone  spear- 
heads and  BXSB,  lonnd  stone  balls,  and  even  stone  images, 
sufficiently  prove  that  this  remote  speck  of  land  had  not 
only  been  visited  by  stray  savages,  but  had  been  the 
settled  abode  of  a  considerable  population,  who  yet  had 
time  to  devote  to  the  carving  of  stone  images  vath  tools  of 
the  same  material^ 

About  1300  miles  farther  east  is  the  still  more  soli- 
tary Easter  Island,  in  27''  8'  S.  latitude,  and  109*"  24' W. 
longitude.  It  is  more  than  2400  miles  from  the  coast 
of  South  America,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  small  islet, 
Sala  y  Gromez — a  mere  heap  of  rocks  without  vegetation 
— ^forms  the  farthest  outpost  of  the  vast  series  of  Padfio 
islands.  It  is  about  11  miles  long  and  4  wide,  in  shape 
something  like  a  cocked  hat,  higher  at  both  ends  than 
towards  the  centre.  It  is  entirely  volcanic,  with  many 
large  extinct  craters,  one  in  the  western  half  but  towards 
the  centre  of  the  island  being  over  1000  feet  high.  There 
is  no  running  water,  but  several  springs  near  the  shore, 
and  deep  pools  in  some  of  the  cralers.  There  are  no 
trees,  the  tallest  vegetation  being  bushes  of  Hibiscus, 
^dwardsia,  and  Brotasanettia,  10  or  12  feet  high.  De- 
cayed trunks  of  trees  are,  however,  found,  and  the  paddles 
and  other  wooden  articles  in  possession  of  the  natives 
show  that  formerly  there  must  have  been  wood  in  some 
plenty.  The  natives  are  fair  Polynesians,  resembling 
those  of  Tahiti  and  the  Marquesas,  but  they  are  said  to 
be  cannibals  occasionally.  Both  sexes  are  tattooed,  but 
the  women  more  elaborately..  Their  weapons  are  dubs, 
spears,  lances,  and  double-headed  paddles,  which  seem  to 
be  peculiar  to  them.  Their  houses  are  long  and  low,  like 
a  canoe  bottom  upwards,  with  a  small  opening  at  the  side 
about  20  inches  square,  serving  for  door  and  window. 

^  The  Mutineers  of  the  Bounty,  and  their  Descendants  in  JPiteaim  and 
yinfolk  Islands.    By  Lady  Belcher.    1870. 
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This  island  is  celebtated  for  its  wonderfiil  remaina  of 
some  piehistoric  people,  consisting  of  stone  houses,  scolp- 
tored  stones,  and  colossal  stone  images.  At  the  extreme 
south-west  end  of  the  island  are  a  great  niunber  (80  or 
100)  stone  houses  built  in  regular  lines,  with  doors  fiicing 
the  sea.  The  waUs  are  6  feet  thick  and  5^  feet  hi^, 
built  of  layers  of  irregular  flat  stones,  but  lined  inside 
with  upright  flat  slabs.  The  inner  dimensions  are  about 
40  feet  by  13  feet,  and  they  are  covered  in  by  thin  dabs 
overlapping  like  tiles  till  the  centre  opening  is  about  fire 
feet  wide,  which  is  then  covered  in  by  long  thin  slabs  d 
stone.  The  upright  slabs  ioside  are  painted  in  red,  black, 
and  white,  with  figures  of  birds,  faces,  mythic  animals, 
and  geometric  figures.  Great  quantities  of  a  univalve 
shell  were  found  in  many  of  the  houses,  and  in  one  of 
them  a  statue,  eight  feet  high  and-  weighing  four  tons,  now 
in  the  British  Museum.  Near  these  houses,  the  rocks  oa 
the  brink  of  the  sea-difb  are  carved  into  strange  shapes, 
resembling  tortoises,  or  into  odd  £EUies.  There  are  hun- 
dreds of  these  sculptures  often  overgrown  with  bushes  and 
grass. 

Much  more  eztraordioary  are  the  platforms  and 
images  now  to  be  described.  On  nearly  every  headland 
round  the  coast  of  the  island  are  enormous  platforms  of 
stone,  now  more  or  less  in  ruins.  Towards  the  sea  th€j 
present  a  waU  20  or  30  feet  high  and  fit)m  200  to  300 
feet  long,  built  of  large  stones  often  6  feet  long,  and  acca- 
rately  fitted  together  without  cement  Being  built  ob 
sloping  ground,  the  back  wall  is  lower,  usually  about  a 
yard  high,  leaving  a  platform  at  the  top  30  feet  wide, 
with  square  ends.  Landwards  a  wide  terrace,  more  thas 
100  feet  broad,  has  been  levelled,  terminated  by  anodier 
step  formed  of  stona  On  these  platforms  are  large  alabs 
serving  as  pedestals  to  the  images  which  once  stood  upon 
them,  but  which  have  now  been  thrown  down  in  all 
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directions  and  more  or  less  mutilated.  One  of  the  most 
perfect  of  the  platforms  had  fifteen  images  on  it.  These 
are  trunks  terminating  at  the  hips,  the  arms  close  to  the 
side,  the  hands  sculptured  in  veiy  low  relief  on  the 
haunches.  They  are  flatter  than  the  natural  body.  The 
usual  size  of  these  statues  was  15  or  18  feet  high,  but 
some  were  as  much  as  37  feet,  while  otheis  aie  only  four 
or  five.  The  head  is  flat,  the  top  being  cut  off  level  to 
allow  a  crown  to  be  put  on.  These  crowns  were  made  of 
red  vesicular  tufif  found  only  at  a  crater  called  Terano  Hau, 
about  three  miles  from  the  stone  houses.  At  this  place 
there  stfll  remain  thirty  of  these  crownswaiting  for  removal 
to  the  several  platforms,  some  of  them  being  1 0^  feet  dia* 
meter.  The  images,  on  the  other  hand,  are  made  of  a  grey, 
compact,  trachytic  lava  found  •only  at  the  crater  of  Otouli, 
quite  the  east  end  of  the  island,  and  about  eight  miles  from 
the  "  Crown  "  quaiiy.  Near  the  crater  is  a  large  platform, 
on  which  a  number  of  gigantic  images  are  still  stand- 
ing, the  only  ones  erect  on  the  island.  The  feuse  and  neck 
of  one  of  these  measures  20  feet  to  the  collar-bone,  and  is 
in  good  preservation.  The  fetces  of  these  images  are  square, 
massive,  and  disdainful  in  expression,  the  aspect  always 
upwards.  The  lips  are  remarkably  thin — the  upper  Up 
being  short,  and  the  lower  lip  thrust  up.  The  eye-sockets 
are  deep,  and  it  is  believed  that  eyeballs  of  obsidian  were 
formerly  inserted  in  them.  The  nose  is  broad,  the  nos- 
tnrils  expanded,  the  profile  somewhat  varied  in  the  different 
images,  and  the  ears  with  long  pendent  lobes. 

The  existing  natives  know  nothing  about  these  images. 
They  possess,  however,  small  figures  carved  in  solid  dark 
wood,  with  strongly  aquiline  profile  differing  from  that  of 
the  images,  the  mouth  grinning,  and  a  small  tuft  on  the 
chin.  Wooden  tablets,  covered  with  strange  hieroglyphics, 
have  also  been  found,  but  it  is  evident  that  these  wooden 
carvings,  as  well  as  those  of  stone,  are  the  relics  of  i  for- 
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mer  age.  The  people  have  a  tradition  that  many  genera- 
tions ago  a  migration  took  place  from  Oporo  or  Sapa-iti, 
one  of  the  Low  Archipelago,  and  2300  miles  to  the  west- 
ward. Hence  they  call  their  present  abode  Bapa-nni,  or 
Great  Bapa,  to  distinguish  it  from  Sapa-iti»  or  litUe 
Bapa.  An  implement  of  stone>  a  mere  long  pebble  with 
a  chisel  edge,  is  believed  to  have  been  the  chief  tool  used 
in  producing  these  wonderful  statues ;  but  it  is  almost 
incredible  tiiat  with  such  imperfect  appliances  works  so 
gigantic  could  have  been  executed,  literally  by  hundreds, 
in  an  island  of  such  insignificant  dimensions,  and  so  com* 
pletely  isolated  firom  the  rest  of  the  world.  This  difficulty 
is  so  great,  that  some  writers  have  suggested  an  andent 
civilisation  over  the  Pacific  as  the  only  means  of  over^ 
coming  it  The  forces  of  distant  groups  of  islands  might 
then  have  been  combined  for  the  execution  of  these  re> 
markable  works  in  a  remote  island^  which  may  perhaps 
have  been  the  sanctuary  of  their  religion  and  the  supposed 
dwelling-place  of  their  gods.  At  present  Easter  Island  is 
the  great  mystery  of  the  Pacific,  and  the  more  we  know 
of  its  strange  antiquities,  the  less  we  are  able  to  under- 
stand them.^ 

11.  The  Marquesas  Islands, 

North-east  of  the  Low  Archipelago,  and  about  900 
miles  from  Tahiti,  are  situated  the  Marquesas,  consisting 
of  seventeen  islands,  of  which  twelve  only  have  be^ 
carefully  explored  They  are  divided  into  a  south-easterly 
group,  including  Fatuhiwa,  Tanata,  Motane,  Hiwa-oa,  with 
the  Fetuhuka  rock,  and  a  north-westerly,  comprising  U&- 
Poa,  Nukuhiwa,  XJa-Uka,  the  Motu-iti  rock,  the  islets  of 
Hiau  and  Fetuhu,  and  the  sandy  atoll  of  lie  de  Gorail, 

^  "A  Visit  to  Easter  Island,  or  Rapa  Kni,  in  1868."  By  J.  Lintoo 
Palmer,  F.R.C.S.  Journal  o/Boyal  Oeograj^ioal  SoeUty,  1870,  toL  xL 
p.  167. 
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with  a  total  area  of  some  500  square  miles^  and  a  popu« 
latlon  estimated  in  1879  at  5000  souls. 

The  Marquesas^  which  are  all  of  volcanio  origin,  re* 
semhle  the  Navigator  group  in  theur  general  appearance 
and  the  outline  of  their  coasts.  The  interior  is  steep  and 
hilly,  in  many  places  rising  to  an  altitude  of  3600  feet, 
but  also  containing  some  finiitfal  and  well-watered  valleys. 
All  the  coasts  are  free  of  coral  reefs,  with  the  exception 
of  a  somewhat  extensive  chain  of  rocks  lying  at  no  great 
distance  from  Ua-XTka.  Most  of  the  idands  abound  in 
inlets,  often  forming  havens,  the  approach  to  which  is, 
however,  frequently  imperilled  by  the  sudden  gusts  of 
wind  from  the  hills. 

The  soil  is,  on  the  whole,  less  fertile  than  that  of  the 
neighbouring  Tahiti,  and  accordingly  bears  a  less  exube- 
rant vegetation.  On  Kukuhiwa  and  Tanata  the  basalt 
towers  to  considerable  heights,  or  at  least  crops  out  on 
the  summits  of  the  hills,  thus  often  forming  abrupt  and 
jagged  walls  of  imposing  appearance.  The  ground  is  for 
the  most  part  rocky,  and  only  sparingly  covered  with 
humus,  though  still  sufficient  to  produce  a  rich  tropical 
vegetation.  The  climate  is  hot  on  the  coasts,  where  the 
burning  sunbeams  raise  the  sea  and  atmosphere  to  an 
almost  xmiform  temperatura  But  as  we  ascend  to  the 
higher  grounds,  this  tropical  heat  gives  place  to  a  per* 
ceptible  coolness,  so  that  we  might  almost  fancy  ourselves 
at  times  transplanted  to  some  upland  valley  of  our  moun- 
tain districts.  In  other  respects  the  climate  is,  on  the 
whole,  salubrious,  giving  rise  to  littie  sickness  either 
amongst  the  natives  or  strangers. 

The  aborigines  of  the  Marquesas  are  usually  described 
as  the  very  finest  of  all  the  South  Sea  islanders,  and  are 
said  to  surpass  even  the  Tahitians  in  physical  beauty. 
Their  complexion  is  of  a  pure  healthy  yellow,  with  a  soft 
ruddy  bloom  on  the  cheeks.     According  to  Cook  they 
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excel,  perhaps,  all  other  races  in  their  symmetiical  prcn 
portioQiS  and  the  regularity  of  their  features.  All  have 
a  good  muBCular  development,  are  robust  and  tall,  the 
men  averaging  from  5  feet  9  inches  to  6  feet  in  height 
The  teeth  and  eyes,  however,  are  not  so  fine  as  wifch  the 
other  Polynesians,  and  the  hair  is  of  various  shades, 
though  never  red.  They  tattoo  themselves  profusely, 
and  with  taste,  though  the  complexion  of  the  face  oftoi 
assumes  a  dark  colour  under  the  process.  The  expres- 
sion of  the  countenance  is  pleasant  and  open,  betraying 
much  animation.  While  of  smaller  stature  than  the  men, 
the  women  also  are  very  well  proportioned,  and  althou^ 
there  is  generally  a  dash  of  brown  in  their  complexion, 
many  of  them  are  quite  as  feir  and  handsome  as  their 
sisters  of  the  south  of  Europa  They  are  also  rarely  dis- 
figured by  tattooing. 

In  their  habits  and  religious  practiceB  the  natives  of 
the  Marquesas  resemble  the  Tahitians  in  many  respects. 
They  formerly  worshipped  a  number  of  gods,  for  whom  a 
"  moral "  was  set  up  in  every  district,  on  which  swine 
were  sacrificed,  for,  although  cannibals,  they  never  ofTered 
up  human  victinis.  They  were  at  first  extremely  hos- 
pitable, which,  however,  did  not  prevent  them  from  in- 
dulging in  sanguinary  feuds  among  themselves.  The 
efforts  of  the  missionaTiefl  to  evangelise  them  were  long 
fruitless ;  recently,  however,  the  majority  of  the  nattves 
are  said  to  have  adopted  the  Catholic  form  of  Chris- 
tianity. Nevertheless,  according  to  Yon  Popp,  they  still 
remain  perfect  savages,  nor  have  they  yet  altogether  re- 
nounced cannibalism. 

The  principal  island  in  the  Marquesas  group  is  Nnku- 
hiwa,  formerly  a  Prench  penal  settlement.  Here  is  the 
small  but  animated  port  of  Taiohai,  where  resides  the 
French  Commissioner  of  the  Marquesas,  under  whose  pro- 
tection  several  traders  have   here   foimded  commercia] 
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houses.  The  Marquesas  Islanders  appear  to  have  suf- 
fered severely  from  their  contact  with  European  vices, 
customs,  and  civilization,  their  numbers  in  1850  having 
been  estimated  at  50,000,  while  according  to  a  recent 
consular  report  they  are  now  reduced  to  less  than 
5000. 

The  Marquesas  and  Society  Islands  being  the  most 
easterly  groups  of  any  extent  in  the  Pacific,  it  is  interest- 
ing to  notice  the  extreme  poverty  of  their  animal  life. 
Indigenous  terrestrial  mammals  aiequite  imknown ;  neither 
are  there  any  snakes,  and  only  one  lizard.  Birds  are 
much  less  numerous  than  in  the  more  western  islands,  no 
less  than  twenty-five  genera  of  the  Fiji  and  Samoan 
groups  being  wanting,  and  there  is  only  one  new  form,  a 
peculiar  fruit  pigeon,  to  supply  their  place.  Insects,  also, 
are  extremely  scarce.  This  striking  diminution  of  the 
forms  of  life  indicates  that  the  islands  have  been  peopled 
by  emigration  &om  the  west,  and  do  not  contain  the 
relics  of  an  ancient  continental  fauna,  as  is  sometimes  sup- 
posed ;  for  in  that  case  there  would  be  no  reason  why  the 
number  of  genera  and  species  of  birds,  reptiles,  and  insects 
should  regularly  decrease  &om  west  to  east  as  they  un- 
doubtedly do. 

There  remain  to  be  mentioned  a  few  islands,  such  as 
Nateya,  Tebua,  and  others.  Kateya,  Kateaya,  or  Onateya, 
otherwise  San  Pedro,  to  the  east  of  Tanata,  and  at  about 
an  equal  distance  to  the  south  of  Hiwa-Oa,  has  a  circuit 
of  six  miles,  is  of  moderate  elevation  and  very  flat,  with 
large  woods  and  lovely  plains.  Tebua,  or  Hood's  Island, 
lying  about  due  north-west  of  Hiwa-Oa,  is  the  smallest  of 
the  group,  and  otherwise  fax  from  attractive.  The 
iBoberts'  Islands,  situated  in  ^'^  53'  S.  lat  and  north-west 
of  Nukuhiwa,  are  high  and  uninhabited,  though  often 
visited  by  whalers  and  trading-ships.  The  largest  is 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  long,  and  on  its  north-west  side 
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possesses  an  inlet  affording  good  anchorage.  This  pait 
of  the  island  seems  very  fertile,  whereas  the  rest  is  appar- 
ently dry  and  barren*  Lastly,  the  little  Hergest  Socks, 
west  of  Nukuhiwa,  are  also  uninhabited. 

12.  ManiMki^  America,  and  Phoenix  Oroups, 

Due  west  of  the  Marquesas  about  700  miles  are  s 
few  widely  scattered  islets  known  as  the  Manihiki  group, 
mostly  low  coral  islands,  and  very  seldom  Tisited.  One 
of  these,  called  Penrhyn's  Island,  a  small  atoll,  is  interestiiig 
as  being  the  extreme  eastern  outlier  of  the  Melanesiaii 
race*  The  inhabitants  are  tall,  of  a  dark-brown  colour, 
have  wayy  hair  sometimes  frizzled  into  mops,  and  promi- 
nent  nose  and  brows.  They  are  described  as  being  exces- 
sively noisy  and  quarrelsoma  They  fish  for  food  or  dire 
for  pearl-shell  all  day ;  come  home  by  sunset,  eat,  and 
begin  to  talk.  They  soon  quarrel;  tiie  women  join; 
they  wrangle  and  storm ;  the  children  even  join  in ;  and 
this  keeps  on  all  night.  It  all  ends  in  nothing ;  tiiej 
never  fight,  but  bluster  and  shout,  and  scream  night  afi;^ 
night^  To  any  one  who  knows  Papuans  or  Melaneaians, 
this  description  determines  the  race  as  surely  as  physksl 
characters,  and  it  is  interesting  to  find  these  people,  wlio 
once  perhaps  occupied  the  whole  Pacific,  still  ATi'gting  so 
near  the  Society  Islands.  It  also  helps  to  account  fcf 
the  fact  that  even  in  Tahiti  similar  characteristics  are 
occasionally  found,  for  the  ^  king"  and  **  chief  of  Tahiti,' 
whose  portraits  are  given  by  Captain  Cook,  were  un- 
doubtedly Melanesians. 

About  400  miles  north-east  of  Penrhyn's  Island  is 
the  small  uninhabited  Maiden's  Island,  a  low  coral  kkt, 
but  remarkable  for  its  signs  of  former  habitation  and  its 
singular  works  in  stone.     On  the  central  ridge  of  U» 

^  Journal  oflM  Anthropoloffieal  InatU/uie,  1877,  toL  tL  p.  231. 
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island  are  more  than  a  hundred  platforms  of  cmcif orm 
shape,  built  of  coral  slabs  three  feet  high,  and  filled  in  with 
a  compact  mass  of  coral,  shells,  and  stones.  There  are 
also  a  ntimber  of  shelter-places  or  huts  formed  by  three 
coral  blocks,  with  a  fourth  on  the  top.  More  than  thirty 
wells  were  also  found  cut  in  the  coral  rock  from  six  to 
nine  feet  deep,  and  a  number  of  shallow  graves  containing 
human  bones  much  decayed,  and  shell  ornaments.^ 

MonahiM,  or  Humphrey's  Island,  which  gives  its 
name  to  the  group,  is  a  coral  lagoon  island  six  miles  long 
by  five  wide,  with  a  population  of  400  or  500  natives, 
whose  only  food  is  cocoa-nuts  and  fish.  They  are  all 
Christians,  and  many  of  them  can  read  and  write  English. 
The  position  of  this  island  is  south  lat.  lO""  20'  30^  and 
west  long.  160^  V  12". 

13.  The  Sandwich  Idands. 

Proceeding  north  and  a  little  west  from  the  Society 
Islands  for  a  distance  of  2600  miles,  we  reach  the 
isolated  Hawaii  or  Sandwich  Archipelago,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  forming  a  small  and 
independent  kingdom,  though  largely  under  the  political 
influence  of  the  United  States.  It  consists  of  the  seven 
large  and  inhabited  volcanic  islands  of  Oahu,  Eauai, 
Niihau,  Maui,  Molokai,  Lanai,  and  Hawaii,  and  the  four 
bare  and  rocky  islets  of  Kaula,  Lehua,  Kahoolawe,  and 
Molokini,  with  a  total  area  of  8000  square  miles,  and  a 
popidation  of  scarcely  more  than  60,000  souls. 

The  Sandwich  group  is  also,  in  its  way,  an  earthly 
paradise,  washed  by  the  soft  blue  and  sunny  waters  of 
the  Pacific,  and  exposed  to  mild  and  balmy  zephyrs. 
The  very  people  have  a  holiday  look,  never  appearing 

^  *'  Polynenan,*'  Slst  September  1861.    Quoted  in  Manley  Hopkms' 
Hawaiian  laUmds,  p.  71. 
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seekers.  M^mted  ou  their  ponies,  they  gsUc^  abool; 
merrily  over  H)/^  whitQ  sands,  or  else  dispoil  tiiemsehr^s 
heedlessly  in  the  still  whiter  yeast  of  the  surging  biIlow& 
No  less  charming  than  the  sea-shore  is  the  scenery  farther 
inland,  where  between  green  hUls  the  purling  streams 
often  flow  invisibly  in  their  deep  rocky  channels^  where 
the  gigantic  trees  spread  their  rich  leafy  branches  in  all 
directions,  where  the  banana,  bread-fruity  guava,  and 
cocoa-nut,  offer  such  an  overflow  of  delicious  drink  and 
substantial  savoury  food,  that  this  bright  little  £de& 
seems  ezenipt  from  the  common  doom :  ''  In  the  sweat  d 
thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread."  Yet,  in  the  very  midst 
of  these  smiling  scenes  darkly  threaten  the  dread  imder- 
ground  forces,  which,  especially  in  the  partly  naked  and 
waterless  iron-bound  island  of  Hawaii,  have  revealed 
themselves  in  tremendous  fiery  craters.  Here  rise  thiee 
of  the  highest  mountaina  in  Polynesia — Mauna  Eea 
(13,840  feet),  Mauna  Loa  (13,650  feet),  and  Maxma 
Hulalai  (11,020  feet),  the  two  last  active  volcanoes.  On 
the  eastern  slope  of  Maima  Loa  is  Kilauea,  a  remarkable 
volcano  in  constant  activity,  scarcely  elsewhere  surpassed 
in  the  awe-inspiring  grandeur  of  its  cauldron  of  seething 
lava,  when  contemplated  on  a  moonless  night  Its  crater, 
of  comparatively  easy  access,  forms  a  vast  irr^ular  abyss, 
in  which  there  is  usually  visible  a  glowing  lake  of  hn 
rising  and  falling  independently  of  the  other  volcanoes 
After  a  silence  of  eleven  years  Manua  Loa  was  the  so&oe 
of  a  terrific  eruption  on  the  night  of  February  14, 1877. 
Fiery  clouds  of  smoke  and  vapour  were  at  first  vomited 
with  astounding  velocity  from  the  level  of  5000  feet  to  a 
height  of  more  than  15,000  feet,  covering  the  heavens 
for  a  space  of  100  square  miles,  and  emitting  such  a 
strong  glare  that  the  whole  island  was  lit  up  as  vividly 
as  by  the  mid-day  sun,  and  the  light  was  clearly  visilde 
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on  the  diataiit  MauL  Ten  days  afterwaida  there  occurred 
a  fresh  and  meet  remarkable  eruption,  from  a  Bubmaiine 
Ttdcano  in  the  Bay  of  Xeakkeakua.  Countless  red,  blue, 
and  green  flames  flickered  over  the  eorface  of  the  waters, 
and  huge  glowing  masses  of  lava  emitting  large  volumea 


of  steam,  and  diffVising  dense  Bulphureous  exhalations, 
were  hurled  into  the  air.  This  was  accompanied  by  a 
,  loud  rambling  noise,  while  the  waters  immediately  over 
the  crater  were  violently  agitated  and  tossed  about,  as  if 
rushing  over  high  cliffs,  or  raised  to  the  boiling  point  by 
the  subterraneous  fires.  Some  vessels  sailing  over  the 
spot  were  struck  by  the  falling  lava  masses,  without,  how- 
ever. Buffering  much  damage.  This  eruption  was  preceded 
by  a  violent  earthquake. 

Eemoved  by  such  a  wide  expanse  of  ocean  from  all 
the  other  island  groups  of  the  Pacific,  and  rising  abruptly 
from  the  enormous  depth  of  18,000  feet,  the  Sandwich 
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Islands  may  be  expected  to  possess  a  peculiar  natural 
history.  Ilieir  vegetation,  though  generally  similar  to 
that  of  the  other  Pacific  islands,  has  many  peculianties, 
especially  in  possessing  in  their  lofly  moimtains  a  number 
of  forms  allied  to  those  of  Europe  and  North  America, 
and  quite  removed  from  anything  in  other  parts  of  the 
tropical  Pacific.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  alpine 
plants  are  species  of  the  genera  Sileru,  Vieia,  Ader,  Fra- 
garia,  and  Vaccinium,  since  they  imply  some  communi- 
cation, probably  by  intervening  islands,  with  North 
America. 

It  is,  however,  in  its  animal  life  that  these  islands 
present  the  greatest  individuality,  shown  chiefly  in  the 
two  groups  of  birds  and  land-shells.  Its  birds  are  very 
few,  only  nineteen  species  of  truly  indigenous  land-birds 
being  knowiL  These  belong  to  eleven  genera,  eight  of 
which  are  peculiar,  and  what  is  more  remarkable^  four  of 
them  form  a  small  family,  DrepanididsB,  which  has  no 
representatives  in  any  other  country.  Insects,  as  in  most 
of  the  remoter  Pacific  islands,  seem  to  be  excessively 
scarce,  but  land-shells  are  wonderfally  abundant,  and  the 
greater  part  of  them  constitute  a  peculiar  family  found 
nowhere  else.  Of  this  family  there  are  nearly  300  species ; 
and  the  curious  thing  is  that  each  species  is,  on  the  ave^ 
age,  restricted  to  an  area  of  a  few  square  miles.  Not 
only  each  island,  but  each  valley,  each  hill,  and  sometimes 
each  ridge  or  each  mountain  slope,  possesses  peculiar 
kinds  found  nowhere  else.  More  than  half  the  species 
are  found  in  the  island  of  Oahu,  where  there  is  most 
forest  and  the  soil  is  most  fertile,  and  also  perhaps  be- 
cause that  island  has  been  better  explored. 

Independent  smce  1840,  the  Hawaiian  group  forms 
since  1844  a  constitutional  monarchy  recognised  by 
America  and  the  European  powers,  and  since  1864  it 
has  enjoyed  a  fairly  liberal  parliamentary  administration, 
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with  one  chamber  and  a  responsible  ministiy.  Thia  little 
state  has  good  highways,  hoaaes  built  in  the  Euiopean 
style,  and  about  300  schools.  On  all  important  occasions 
the  king  is  required  to  summon  a  privy  council,  consisting 
of  the  miniaters,  the  govemora  of  the  larger  ifilands,  the 
chancellor  of  the  kingdom,  and  sixteen  other  mranbers 
chosen  in  equal  numbers  from  the  native  and  naturalised 
elements.     The  king  resides  in  the  capital,  Honolulu,  on 


Oahu, which  has  apopulation  of  14,000,and  is  inr^ular 
communication  with  San  Francisca  In  Hawaii  the  most 
important  town  is  Hilo,  with  6000  inhabitants.  The 
standing  army  consists  of  threescore  and  fifteen  men. 

The  Kanakas,  as  the  natives  are  called,  are  amongst 
the  finest  and  most  intelligent  races  of  the  Pacific,  and 
have  become  thorot^hly  "  Europeanised,"  or,  perhaps 
rather,  "  Americanised."  The  ladies  model  themselves  quite 
after  the  American  fashion,  speak  English  in  preference 
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to  their  mother  tongue,  and  are  under  the  influence  of  the 
Protestant  or  Bomon  Catholic  missionaries.  Mr.  Moeeley, 
who  visited  these  islands  in  the  *  Challenger/  informs  us 
that  there  is  a  most  excellent  musical  band  at  HonoliilQ, 
composed  almost  entirely  of  Hawaians,  and  numbering 
twenty  to  thirty  performers^  who  execute  complicated 
European  music  with  accuracy  and  most  pleasing  effect ; 
and  he  states  that,  *  after  listening  to  this  band  no  one 
can  doubt  that  the  Polynesian  ear  is  as  capable  of  appre- 
ciating the  details  of  music  as  the  European." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Hawaians,  like  all  other  Poly- 
nesians, are  visibly  decreasing  in  numbers,  in  a  constantly 
increasing  ratio.  But  the  depopulation  of  these,  as  of 
the  other  Pacific  islands,  is  thought  by  some  writers 
to  be  due  in  part  to  the  missionaries,  more  espe- 
cially those  of  the  Beformed  Church.  In  their  seal  to 
rescue  the  uncivilised  natives,  they  have  not  always  gone 
to  work  with  the  necessary  discretion.  Giving  undue 
weight  to  our  western  methods  of  instruction,  they  fan- 
cied that  by  reading  and  writing  alone  people  ndght  be 
reclaimed  from  the  savage  state  and  civilised  info  intel- 
lectually^ developed  and  rational  beings.  One  of  the 
leading  principles  for  the  guidance  of  every  ttHMtHmrj, 
and,  in  fact,  of  every  teacher,  nrast  e^tst  be  diKl  whidi 
requires  us  to  take  account  of  the  strength  and  capacity  of 
the  pupil  and  disciple.  Nothing  is  easier  than  to  infuse 
knowledge,  yet  nothing  more  difficult  than  to  ^nancipate 
the  mind  from  the  shackles  of  ignorance,  and  thus  lead  it 
to  new  and  higher  impulses.  And  even  when  the  indi* 
vidual  does  not  at  once  give  way  beneath  the  oppressive 
burden  of  undigested  knowledge,  the  disastrous  conse- 
quences never  fail  to  affect  the  race  itsel£^ 

Another  writer,  the  Hawaiian  consul-general  Mr. 
Manley  HopMnfi^  gives  mote  definite  statements  to  the 
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same  eflRfecfr.  He  toys-^^'Tte  oppresaive  sJ^teM  of  go* 
▼eminent,  the  discontinnance  of  ancient  sports,  and  con- 
sequent change  in  the  habits  of  the  people,  have  been 
powerfiil  agents  in  this  work  of  depopulation  i  and  the 
ill-judged  enforcement  of  cruel  punishments  and  heavy 
penalties  for  breaches  of  chastity  hare  much  aided  it,  by 
giving  an  additional  stunulud  to  the  practice^— always  too 
common  among  Polynesian  females-M)f  causing  abortion, 
of  which  practice  st^ility  is  the  natural  result.**  And  again: 
"  The  missionaries  have  not  attained  the  measure  of  suc^ 
cess  which  might  have  been  expected  from  the  long  and 
strenuous  efforts  they  have  made.  They  have  not  truly 
Christianised  or  regenerated  the  nation.  They  have  pre- 
sented Christianity  as  a  severe,  legal,  Jewish  religion, 
deprived  of  its  dignity,  beauty,  tenderness,  and  amiability. 
They  have  not  made  the  people  love  religion.  In  their 
rigorous  Sabbatarian  view  of  the  Lord's  day,  in  their  desire 
to  enforce  a  Maine  liquor  law,  and  in  some  other  matters, 
they  have  attempted  to  infringe  on  the  natural  rights  of 
men,  and  have,  in  native  eyes,  reproduced  the  detested 
idbu  system  —  the  nightmare  from  which  the  nation 
escaped  in  1820." 

The  missionaries  to  whom  these  remarks  apply  are 
those  of  the  Congr^atiional  Denomination  of  the  United 
States,  who,  for  nearly  forty  years,  from  1820  to  1860, 
had  almost  undisputed  possession  of  the  field,  and  long 
exercised  great  influence  over  the  government.  That 
influence  has  now  ceased,  and  a  Church  of  England  mis- 
sion has  been  established ;  but  it  may  be  impossible  to 
neutralise  the  evil  effects  of  a  system  of  repression  and 
habits  of  hypocrisy  which  have  been  at  work  for  nearly 
two  generations. 

According  to  the  most  recent  consular  reports  the  pro- 
duction of  sugar  is  increasing,  *'  and  a  stream  of  wealth  is 
flowing  in  on  the  planters.     All  that  is  wanted  is  labour 
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and  population,  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  procured  ftom 
British  India  with  the  permission  of  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment" "^  In  the  interest  of  the  natives  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  importation  of  foreign  labour  will  be  forbidden. 
It  may  create  "  wealthy  planters,"  but  it  will  assuredly 
tend  to  hasten  the  destruction  of  the  Hawaiians,  a  people 
in  eveiy  way  superior  to  the  coolies  by  whom  it  is  pro- 
posed to  supplant  them. 

Later  information  records  the  aiiival  of  betweoi  4000 
and  5000  Chinese  coolies  in  18*79,  with  many  hundreds 
of  Polynesians,  and  several  shiploads  of  Portuguese  from 
the  Azores.  The  Chinese  population  is  now  veiy  laige, 
and  if  it  is  allowed  to  increase  much  more  may  lead  to 
difficulty.  The  native  population  is  steadily  decreasing, 
and  was  in  1878  about  47,000. 

The  chief  trade  of  the  islands  is  with  the  United 
States,  the  imports  from  which  in  1879  exceeded 
2,000,000  dollars.  The  imports  from  England  for  the 
same  year  were  about  473,000  dollars,  and  those  from 
Germany  (the  next  in  importance)  190,000  doUara. 
The  consumption  of  alcoholic  drinks  in  the  islands  is  very 
large,  36,000  gallons  of  spirits,  5000  gallons  of  wine, 
and  about  12,000  gallons  of  beer  were  taken  out  of  bond 
for  home  consumption  in  1879  ;  the  total  popnlation 
being  under  60,000.* 

The  public  debt,  which  Hawaii  possesses  in  common 
with  other  civilized  states,  amounts  to  no  more  than 
£60,00 0,  while  the  imposts  are  very  light  The  income-tax 
is  only  one  half  per  cent,  while  the  duty  on  no  article  exceeds 
a  maximum  of  ten  per  cent.  All,  however,  who  wish  for 
the  privilege  of  voting,  have  to  pay  a  capitation  fee  of  £1. 

^  OoTisular  JUporta,  1878.    Part  I.  p.  203. 
*  Consular  Beporta^  1880.     Part  VI.  p.  1588. 
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CHAPTER    XXV. 

MIKBONESU. 

1.  JSarUrU,  and  Componeni  Oroups. 

NOBTH  of  the  equator,  between  New  Guinea  and  the 
south  coast  of  Japan,  the  great  ocean  is  studded  with 
countless  little  islands,  which^  running  partly  parallel 
with  those  of  Melanesia,  form  a  second  and  outer  zone 
round  the  Australian  mainland.  In  consequence  of  their 
remarkably  small  size,  they  are  coUectiyely  called  Mikro- 
nesia,  and  are  conveniently  grouped  in  three  archipelagoes. 
Of  these  the  more  easterly  is  again  subdivided  into  the 
two  clusters  of  the  Gilbert  and  Marshall  Islands.  Farther 
west  follows  the  large  group  of  the  Carolines,  including 
the  Pelew  Isles  still  jGeirther  to  the  west,  called  also  the 
Western  Carolines.  North  of  them  are  the  Ladrones  or 
Mariannes,  beyond  which,  in  the  same  direction,  are  a 
number  of  small  groups,  the  most  important  of  which  are 
the  Bonin  Isles,  on  many  maps  named  the  Magalhaes  or 
Anson  Archipelago,  almost  all  of  which  are  uninhabited. 
Most  of  these  groups  are  inhabited  by  the  fair  race 
scattered  over  Polynesia,  and  presenting  the  most  striking 
contrast  to  the  PapfLas  of  Melanesia. 

2.  The  Marshall  Archipdago. 

The  Gilbert  and  Marshall  or  Mulgrave  groups  stretch 
east  of  the  Carolines  in  the  direction  firom  KN.W.  to 
S.S.E.  between  the  parallels  of  12°  N.  and  3"*  S.  latituda 
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The  norfhem  or  Marshall  Archipelago  is  divided  into  the 
Badack  and  Balick  chains,  east  and  west;  and  of  the 
whole  number  of  forty-six  the  eight  smallest  are  flat  coral 
islands  encircled  by  reefs,  all  the  rest  being  lagoon-iaknds. 

The  vegetation  of  the  Marshall  group,  though  Inzu- 
riant,  is  still  inferior  in  exuberanoe  and  variety  to  that  of 
the  Carolines,  and  continually  diminishes  and  becomes 
more  stunted  as  we  proceed  northwards.  The  most  usefdl 
plant  is  the  pandang  (Pandawus),  of  which  tiiere  occur 
more  than  twenty  varieties,  and  which  supplies  the  staple 
food  in  many  of  the  islands.  The  fruit  is  baked  in  pits» 
and  is  also  made  into  a  sort  of  preserve  osRedmogofL  Next 
in  importance  to  the  pandang  is  the  cocoa-nut,  yiekling 
not  only  food,  drink,  oil,  and  utensils,  but  also  bast  far 
Gordage  and  canvas.  But  for  the  fibre  of  this  plant  the 
natives  could  never  have  turned  tiieii  thoughts  to  nayi- 
gation.  The  bread-fruit  tree  id  less  wide  spread,  beisg 
restricted  to  the  moist  lowlands  of  the  inhabited  islands. 
From  the  root  of  the  Taoca  pinatifida  a  sort  of  floor  is 
prepared ;  in  many  islands  there  grow  several  species  of 
taro  and  the  plantain,  besides  which  yams  are  cultivated, 
and  some  varieties  of  the  hibiscus  yield  a  strong  descrip- 
tion of  bast  ' 

There  were  originally  no  land  mammalia,  but  the 
goats,  pigs,  and  cats  that  have  been  introduced  have  greafclj 
multiplied,  and  now  run  Wild.  Of  Mrds,  besides  poultij, 
there  occur  only  a  few  speciei^  of  land  and  water  foid 
Amongst  the  amphibious  animals  mention  may  be  made 
of  the  sea-turtles,  and  amongst  the  fish  two  varieties  of 
venomous  roach  growing  to  an  enormous  size.  Flying- 
fish  and  sharks  abound^  and  there  is  a  great  variety  of 
univalve  and  bivalve  molluscs,  amongst  which  are  the 
triton's  horn,  used  as  a  trumpet,  and  mothei'  of  pearl 
which  is  sharpened  for  knives.     Tripang  also  ia  plentifiil 

the  {copulation  of  thd  Itarshall  group,  comprising 
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about  thirty  distinct  atolls,  does  not  exceed  10,000,  most 
of  the  islands  being  very  sparsely  peopled.  The  inhabit- 
ants all  speak  dialects  of  one  langat^e,  different  from  that 
of  the  Caroline  Archipelago,  though  of  similar  gramma- 
tical structure.  The  people  resemble  those  on  the  Caro- 
line Islands,  but  have  been  as  yet  less  demoralised  by 
contact  "with  foreign  vice  and  disease. 

S.  The  Gilbert  or  KingsmiU  Islands. 

The  Gilbert  Archipelago  consists  of  sixteen  islands, 
all  coral  reefs  or  atolls,  and  nowhere  rising  more  than 
twenty  feet  above  the  sea.  The  soil  is  only  a  few  inches 
in  depth,  composed  of  coral  sand  and  vegetable  mould  in 
which  hardly  anything  but  cocoa-nuts  and  pandanus  will 
grow  spontaneously.  A  little  taro  (Arum  eordifolitim) 
is  grown  in  trenches  with  great  care.  The  food  of  the 
people  is  mainly  procured  from  the  sea,  and  ranges  from 
the  whale  to  the  sea-slug.  Great  numbers  of  fish  are  taken 
in  the  lagoons,  and  turtle  are  abundant  in  the  season.  In 
such  a  barren  group  of  islands  the  means  of  procuring  the 
necessaries  of  life  seem  scanty  enough,  and  it  must  require 
a  constant  expenditure  of  labour  and  skill  to  maintain  life, 
yet  nowhere  in  the  most  favoured  portions  of  the  Pacific 
is  the  population  more  dense  or  more  healthy  than  in  these 
sterile  islets.  Elsewhere  in  Mikronesia  the  sparseness  of 
the  population  is  painful,  but  here  the  overflowing  swarms 
are  a  continual  source  of  surprise.  Some  of  the  islands 
seem  to  form  one  great  vUlaga  The  very  smallest  of 
these  atolls,  only  two  miles  across,  has  a  population  of 
from  1500  to  2000,  while  Taputeouea  has  from  7000  to 
8000.  The  population  of  the  whole  group  is  estimated 
at  more  than  60,000,  while  the  area  of  dry  land  is  not 
more  than  160  square  miles,  giving  more  than  330  persons 
per  square  mile,  while  in  some  of  the  islands  it  feaohes 
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400  per  square  mile — a  density  of  population  certainly 
unequalled  in  the  world  in  any  area  where  the  people 
depend  for  food  solely  on  their  own  exertions. 

The  natives  here  are  said  to  be  darker  and  coaiser 
than  in  the  more  western  islands,  so  that  there  has  pro* 
bably  been  some  intermixture  of  races,  which,  combined 
with  the  need  for  constant  exertion  in  fishing,  has  created 
the  energetic  temperament  which  has  rendered  so  large  a 
population  possible.  They  are  tail  and  stout,  5  feet 
8  inches  or  5  feet  9  inches  being  the  average  height 
They  almost  all  go  naked,  except  a  conical  hat  of  pan- 
danus  leaf.  They  make  a  kind  of  armour  of  plaited 
cocoa-nut  fibres  to  protect  themselves  in  war  from  theii 
formidable  swords  armed  with  sharks'  teeth.  Their  canoes 
are  made  entirely  of  cocoa-nut  wood  boards,  sewn  neatly 
together  and  fastened  to  well-modelled  frames.  The 
American  Mission  has  stations  in  three  of  the  northem- 
most  islands  of  the  group,  and  many  of  the  children  haye 
been  taught  to  read.  The  natives  of  the  laige  island  d 
Taputeouea  are  said  to  differ  &om  all  the  rest  in  their 
slender  well-proportioned  bodies,  fine  black  glossy  hair, 
and  projecting  cheek-bones,  and  they  are  thought  to  have 
more  affinity  for  the  true  Malays  than  for  Polynesiazis. 
On  the  whole,  this  group  offers  one  of  the  most  r^nark- 
able  social  phenomena  on  the  globe — a  people  in  a  state 
of  almost  complete  barbarism,  living  under  the  mo^ 
adverse  physical  conditions,  and  yet  presenting  a  density 
of  population  not  surpassed,  if  equalled,  among  the  most 
civilised  peoples  in  the  most  fertile  countries  of  the  wadi 

4.  The  Caroline  ArcMpelago, 

The  Carolines,  lying  between  New  Guinea  to  the  south 
and  the  Ladrones  to  the  north,  stretch  across  thizty 
degrees  of  longitudOi  or  for  a  distance  of  more  than  2000 


MIKHONESIA,  537 

miles  west  and  east.  By  two  wide  channels  they  are 
divided  into  three  sections,  of  which  the  western  or  Pelew 
Isles  inclodes  the  largest  of  all  the  gronpa  of  lagoosB  in 
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the  archipelago.  To  the  north-east  of  these  follows  the 
little  Lamoliork  group  (Gnlu  or  Matelotas),  beyond  which 
is  the  large  rocky  island  of  Yap. 
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The  majority  of  the  i&Iands  aie  comprised  in  the 
centml  section,  and,  with  a  solitary  exception,  they  aie 
all  lag092^  fonnatioi^.  The  most  remarii:able  is  Bonk  or 
Hogolu,  consisting  of  a  lagoon  reef  115  miles  in  ciicoit, 
within  which  are  a  number  of  little  hiUy  islets.  Most  of 
the  Carolines,  however,  are  low,  the  more  elevated  being 
of  volcanic  formation  and  fall  of  steep,  craggy  hills.  The 
climate  is  healthy,  and  tempered  by  cool  breezes. 

Besides  the  cocoa-nut,  pandang,  and  plantain,  aboond- 
ing  everywhere,  on  the  higher  islands  are  found  the  areca 
palm,  the  bamboo,  clove-tree,  orange,  sugar-cane,  betel- 
pepper,  sweet  potatoes,  and  several  species  of  arum  or  taio 
(Arum  esctdefUvm).  On  the  other  hand,  the  principal 
plant  on  the  low  islands  is  the  bread-tree  (Artocarpu§ 
incisa),  which  is  here  as  much  the  exclusive  article  of 
diet  as  the  taro  is  elsewhere. 

The  natives  of  the  Carolines,  numbering  from  28,000 
to  80,000,  belong  to  the  brown  Polynesian  stock,  are  of 
large  size  and  strongly  built,  with  a  nut-brown  complexioii 
in  the  eastern  section,  and  a  dark  copper  colour  in  the 
Pelews,  the  people  of  which,  however,  belong  to  a  distinct 
race.  All  allow  their  curling  tresses  to  grow  long,  con- 
fining them  in  one  knot  dose  to  the  back  of  the  heed. 
Owing  to  their  ^practice  of  betel-chewing,  the  western 
islanders  have  as  ^  rule  perfectly  black  teeth,  whereas 
those  of  the  natives  in  the  eastern  section  are  mostly  veiy 
fine  and  white.  Their  dress  is  of  the  scantieet,  but 
tattooing  is  universal;  and  fragrant  flowers  are  usuallj 
worn  in  the  pierced  cartilage  of  the  nostrils,  bits  of 
tortoise-shell  or  some  similar  ornament,  and  even  cigars, 
knives,  eta,  in  the  ears. 

6.  PanapS  and  its  Buins. 
The  American  Mission  have  stations  on  Eersai  and 
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Ponap^  or  iUeension  JfilandL  Both  are  high  basaltio 
islands  siurounded  t^  /^oisal  r^fs,  Keisai  or  Ualau  i$ 
about  8  miles  long  aod  7  wide,  very  rugged,  and  rising 
to  a  height  of  2000  |eet  It  is  covered  with  forest,  the 
lower  part  consisting  mainly  of  firuit-treee.  The  climate 
is  excessively  moist,  and  the  vegetation  very  luxuriant. 
Ponap^  is  laiger,  being  14  miles  long  by  12  wide,  and 
its  highest  mountain  is  2858  feet  higL  It  is  also  thickly 
wooded,  and  has  a  population  of  about  5000  inhabitants. 
A  coral  reef  extends  round  the  island  at  about  three  miles 
firom  the  shore,  with  seven  openings  forming  a  number  of 
excellent  harbours.  The  climate  is  excessively  equable, 
the  total  range  of  the  thermometer  during  three  years 
being  only  19^  the  mean  temperature  being  80^^  The 
trade  winds  blow  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year ;  violent 
storms,  as  well  as  electrical  disturbances,  are  rare,  and  rain 
falls  more  or  less  all  the  year  round.  The  celebrated 
Malayan  fruit,  the  durian,  has  been  introduced  here,  and 
the  trees  produce  fruit  abundantly. 

There  are  some  interesting  ruins  at  Metalanien  harbour, 
which  are  a  great  puzzle  to  ethnologists.  On  the  bank 
of  a  creek  is  seen  a  massive  wall  built  of  basaltic  prisms, 
about  300  feet  long  and  35  feet  high.  A  gateway  open- 
ing on  to  the  creek  has  a  sill  about  4  feet  high  made  ol 
enormous  basaltic  colunms  laid  flat,  on  passing  which  the 
traveller  finds  himself  in  a  large  court  enclosed  by  walls 
30  feet  high.  Bound  the  whole  of  this  court,  built  up 
against  the  inside  of  the  outer  walls,  is  a  terrace  8  feet 
high  and  12  feet  in  width,  also  built  of  basaltic  prisms. 
The  whole  of  this  court  is  not  visible  at  once  owing  to  the 
dense  vegetation ;  but  by  clambering  about  among  trunks 
and  creepers  it  is  found  to  be  nearly  square,  and  to  be 
divided  into  three  parts  by  low  walls  running  north  and 
soutL  In  the  centre  of  each  of  these  courts  stands  a 
closed   chamber   14  feet  square,  also  built  of  basaltic 
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columns,  and  roofed  over  with  the  same  not  veiy  dosdy 
laid.  The  walls  at  the  base,  including  the  terrace,  are  20 
feet  thick,  and  aboye  it  8  feet ;  and  some  of  the  stones, 
especially  those  in  the  front  wall  near  the  gateway,  are 
25  feet  long  and  8  feet  in  circumference.^ 

There  are  no  basaltic  columns  anywhere  near  t^iese 
ruins,  but  there  are  veiy  fine  ones  on  the  central  ridge  of 
the  north  side  of  the  islands,  at  least  ten  miles  distant 
over  an  utterly  impracticable  country.  They  must  there- 
fore have  been  conveyed  down  to  the  coast,  and  then  by 
water  to  this  place.  The  idea  that  these  buildings  could 
have  been  formed,  either  by  the  present  race  of  savages 
or  by  Spanish  buccaniers,  as  some  have  thought,  is  pre- 
posterous ;  and  they  remain  another  mystery  of  the  great 
Pacific,  hardly  inferior  to  that  of  Easter  Island  witib  its 
colossal  images.  There  are  other  iniins  in  the  island  of  a 
similar  character,  as  weU  as  mounds  a  quarter  of  a  ndle 
long  and  twelve  feet  high.  Buins  also  exist  at  Kusai  Island, 
but  those  of  Ponap^  are  by  fjBtr  the  most  remarkable. 

6.  The  Pelew  Islands. 

These  are  the  most  westerly  group  of  Mikronesia,  aod 
only  600  miles  east  of  the  Philippines.  They  consist  of 
ten  islands,  several  of  which  are  high  and  monntainois, 
others  being  low  coral  islands.  Babelthuap,  the  largest, 
is  30  miles  long,  with  a  mountain  at  the  northern  end. 
They  are  well  covered  with  timber  trees,  from  some  of 
which  the  natives  make  good  canoes  capable  of  holding 
thirty  persons.  Yams  and  cocoa-nuts  are  the  chief  articles 
of  food,  but  there  are  also  bananas,  and  other  fruits  and 
vegetables.  The  inhabitants  are  quite  a  distinct  race 
f^m  the  Caroline  Islanders  and  Polynesians  who  prevafl 
farther  east,  having  a  darker  complexion  and  being  of 

^  a  V.  Wood's  TaehHng  Orum  in  ihe  South  JSetu,  1875,  ppc  188.167. 
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smaller  statura  They  appear  to  have  both  Malayan  and 
Papuan  characteristics,  and  are  probably  the  result  of  a 
superior  Malay  tribe  mixed  with  a  lower  race  of  aborigines, 
possibly  of  Papuan  or  Negrito  affinities.  Early  voyagers 
were  loud  in  praise  of  these  people.  Captain  Wilson,  of 
the  "Antelope"  packet,  who  was  wrecked  there  in  1783,  is 
said  to  have  found  the  natives  "  delicate  in  their  senti- 
ments, friendly  in  their  disposition,  and,  in  short,  a  people 
that  do  honour  to  the  human  race ;"  and  Captain  Cheyne 
says  that  they  are  far  more  intelligent  and  polished  in 
their  manners  than  the  Caroline  Islanders.  Captain 
Wilson  brought  home  with  him  Prince  Lee  Boo,  son  of 
the  king,  Abba  Thulle,  a  young  man  who  evinced  so  much 
aptitude  for  civilisation  and  such  an  excellent  disposition, 
that  his  death  from  smaU-pox  excited  a  lively  sensation 
throughout  England.  Later  travellers  have  given  a  less 
favourable  account  of  the  Pelew  Islanders ;  but,  as  in  so 
many  other  cases,  they  have  probably  since  had  good 
reason  to  dislike  their  European  visitors,  and  have  had 
many  injuries  to  revenge. 

The  German  professor.  Dr.  Carl  Semper,  has  recently 
spent  ten  months  in  exploring  the  Pelews,  and  has  given 
us  a  full  account  of  the  peculiar  local  institutions  of  the 
country.  The  term  mugvl  =  bad,  is  still,  as  it  was  ninety 
years  ago,  the  expression  for  anything  objectionable  accord- 
ing to  the  conventional  moral  code  of  the  islanders.  For, 
however  loose  are  their  habits  in  all  the  sexual  relations, 
etiquette  is  firmly  rooted  in  their  thoroughly  aristocratic 
political  organisation.  Thus,  no  well-conducted  man  will 
look  on  while  women  are  bathing ;  and  Semper  relates 
that  his  native  guides  always  uttered  a  warning  cry  when- 
ever they  approached  any  place  where  the  ladies  were 
enjoying  their  bath.  Hence  these  places  have  become 
the  safest  and  most  favourite  resorts  for  clandestine  meet- 
ings.    The  costume  of  the  women  consists  simply  of  two 

2n 
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leaves  reaching  fiom  the  hips  to  the  knee^  open  at  the 
sides  and  made  fast  by  a  girdle.  Politeness  also  reqniies 
the  men  never  to  be  seen  abroad  with  their  Intimate 
wives.  These  nsages,  however,  obtcdn  only  among  them- 
selves ;  to  strangers  they  are  extremely  indulgent  A 
headman's  wife  f  dl  into  a  violent  passion  when  Dr.  Semper 
playfully  set  his  hat  on  her  head  after  she  had  betrayed  some 
interest  in  its  style,  for  it  was  ''  mugol,"  as  she  remarked, 
for  a  native  lady  to  cover  her  head.  On  another  occa- 
sion  a  chief  was  equally  indignant  when  Semper  diredlj 
asked  him  his  name.  He  was  also  witness  of  a  warm 
scene  between  the  ''  king ''  and  a  Spanish  half-caste  named 
Gonzalez,  who  had  addressed  his  majesty  in  the  speech  of 
the  common  people;  for  here,  as  in  Java  and  otha 
Malay  conmmnities,  inferiors  must  address  the  upper 
classes  in  the  polite  language ;  while  the  man  of  rank,  on 
the  contrary,  makes  use  of  the  vulgar  tongue.  The  Pelev 
Islanders  have  even  invented  an  order  of  knighthood, 
which  the  king  has  the  exclusive  right  to  award  as  well 
as  to  take  back  from  those  who  may  have  fallen  into  dis- 
grace. It  is  called  ''  Klilt,"  and  its  inflignia  13  tbe 
first  cervical  vertebra  of  the  dugong  or  sea-calf  (Tudicany, 
The  investiture  and  resumption  of  the  order  are  alike  a 
very  formidable  proceeding,  the  hand  being  violently 
thrust  through  the  narrow  ring  of  the  fish  bone,  wherebj 
a  finger  is  occasionally  lost,  and  the  skin  in  any  case  tan 
off.  Yet  the  honour  is  purchased  from  the  State  for  so 
much  tripang  by  seaferers. 

Of  the  "  cloebbergoells,"  or  clubs  and  confraternities, 
or  rather  brotherhoods  and  sisterhoods  established  between 
those  of  like  age  amongst  both  sexes.  Semper  was  the 
first  to  give  a  comprehensive  account.  The  public  duties 
of  the  male  cloebbergoeHs  are :  1,  To  serve  in  war  by 
land  and  water ;  2,  Statute  labour  on  the  occasion  of  all 
public  feasts  without  distinction ;  3,  The  erection  of  the 
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houses  in  whicli  the  doebbeigoells  reside ;  4,  To  sew  the 
canvas  for  their  heralds  ;  5^  To  catch  certain  fish^  especi- 
ally the  enormous  roach.  The  women  form  similar  asso* 
ciations,  which,  like  the  others,  have  their  leaders  and 
enjoy  the  piiyileges  of  recognised  corporations,  though 
without  the  obligation  of  taking  part  in  the  public  works 
or  in  war,  or  of  compelling  their  members  to  occupy  cer- 
tain houses  in  common.^ 


7.  The  Mariannes,  or  Zadrone  Islands. 

The  third  Mikronesian  archipelago,  the  Mariannes 
or  Ladrones  (Bobber  Islands)  is  also  divided  into  two 
sections  by  a  wide  channel,  and  forms  a  chain  of  fifteen 
islands  lying  between  IS""  and  21''  N.  latitude,  with  a  total 
area  of  400  square  miles,  and  a  population  of  from  5000 
to  6000.  They  form  a  Spanish  possession,  the  Governor, 
who  is  dependent  on  the  Captain-General  in  Manilla, 
residing  in  Agaiia,  or  Guayan,  or  Guam.  Agana,  which 
has  2000  inhabitants,  is  the  chief  or  rather  the  only  town 
of  the  colony,  and  serves  also  as  a  penal  settlement  The 
flat  coasts  of  the  southern  island  are  encircled  by  coral 
reefs,  within  which  are  good  havens,  while  the  land  is 
extremely  rich,  productive,  and  well  watered  by  numerous 
rivulets.  The  northern  islands  are,  on  the  contrary,  com- 
paratively barren,  with  a  scanty  vegetation,  but  full  of 
picturesque  and  craggy  hilla,  which  are  exclusively  igneous, 
but  apparently  rise  nowhere  to  more  than  1000  metres 
above  the  sea-leveL  Besides  the  extinct  craters,  there  are 
some  still  active  volcanoes,  and  the  coasts  are  here  steep 
and  elevated  without  reefs  or  risks,  but  also  harbourless. 

These  islands  once  had  a  large  population,  but  owing 
to  disputes  and  revolts  against  their  Spanish  masters,  a 
war  of  extermination  soon  began,  and  when  Anson  visited 

^  Carl  Semper,  The  Pelew  Islands,  etc :  Leipzig^  1878. 
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Tmian  in  1742,  he  found  it  entdiely  doBerted  It  had 
once  possessed  a  poptdation  of  30,000,  but  was  then  only 
inhabited  by  wild  hogs  and  cattsle.  According  to  Eot- 
zebue,  there  was  only  one  couple  of  the  primitiye  race 
alive  in  1817,  at  the  death  of  whom  they  would  be 
entirely  extinct  The  islands  are  now  inhabited  by  im- 
migrants from  the  Carolines  and  firom  the  Philippines. 
The  primitive  inhabitants  have,  however,  left  bdiind 
them  some  memorials  of  their  talent.  In  Tinian  these 
structures  are  very  remarkable.  They  consisted  of  two 
ranges  of  stone  columns,  5  feet  4  inches  wide  at  the  base, 
and  14  feet  high,  having  large  semi-globes,  5  feet  10 
inches  in  diameter,  placed  on  the  tops,  with  their  fiat 
surfaces  upwards.  A  view  of  one  of  these  is  given  in 
Lord  Anson's  voyage.  They  are  supposed  by  Freycinet 
to  be  the  supports  of  a  wooden  ceiling  to  which  the  roo& 
of  the  principal  houses  were  fixed;  but  other  wiiteis 
consider  them  to  be  sepulchral  monument&  There  are 
numerous  similar  remains  on  the  other  islands,  but  smalls 
than  those  in  Tinian. 

According  to  the  soundings  of  the  ''Challenger"  expe- 
dition, one  of  the  deepest  parts  of  the  Pacific  Ocean 
occurs  towards  the  south-west  of  the  Ladrones.  Here 
the  ''Challenger"  took  its  deepest  sounding  (4575  fathoms) 
in  11^  24'  K  lat  and  143''  16'  E  long.  West  of  the 
Ladrones  and  Bonin  group  there  occurs  a  deep  trough 
with  a  mean  depth  of  2400  fathoms,  and  stretching  from 
the  Ladrones  to  the  Carolines,  which  lie  in  nearly  the  same 
depth.  Deep  water,  varying  from  2300  to  2500  &thoms, 
continues  from  this  point  aU  the  way  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Japan. 


X  > 


^* 


NEW  ZEALAND. 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

PHTSICAL  mSTOBT  OF  THE  NEW  ZEALAND  6R0T7P. 

1.  Position,  Extent,  Islands,  etc 

In  the  centre  of  the  South  Pacific^  and  far  removed  from 
the  shores  of  Australia^  rises  the  island  group  bearing 
the  name  of  New  Zealand.  Lying  between  34''  50^  and 
47"*  50^  S.  latitude,  and  consequently  crossing  thirteen 
parallels,  it  consists  of  two  large  and  several  smaller 
islands,  with  a  total  area  estimated  at  101,000  square 
miles, — that  is,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  size  of  Italy 
and  Sicily  together.  It  is  also  about  as  broad  as  Italy 
(110  to  180  miles),  which  country  it  moreover  resembles 
in  its  figure,  though  in  a  reversed  sense.  The  two  great 
masses  known  as  North  Island,  or  Te  Ika,  or  Maui,  and 
South  Island,  or  Te  Wahi  Panamu,  are  separated  by 
Cook  Strait,  which,  at  its  narrowest  point,  is  scarcely  six- 
teen miles  wide.  South  Island  is,  again,  separated  by 
Foveaux  Strait  £rom  the  smaller  and  uninhabited  Stewart 
Island,  and  these  three  form  what  is  usually  known  as 
New  Zealand. 

But  besides  these  and  the  few  islands  near  the  coasts, 
there  are  several  outlying  groups  and  islands,  which^ 
though  situated  at  a  considerable  distance  in  the  ocean, 
yet,  both  by  their  natural  productions  and  geographical 
position,  may  most  conveniently  be  classed  as  forming 
part  of  the  New  Zealand  group  of  islands.     To  the  south 
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are  the  Auckland^  Campbell,  and  Maoquarie  Islands ;  to 
the  east,  Chatham  Island  and  the  small  Bounty  and  Anti- 
podes Islands;  to  the  north,  the  Kermadec  group,  and 
ITorfolk  with  Phillip  Islands;  and  to  the  north-west, 
Lord  Howe's  Island. 


2.  Physical  Featwres  and  Scenery. 

The  two  large  islands  of  If ew  Zealand  are  marked  bj 
striking  physical  differences,  which  cannot  fail  to  react  upon 
their  economical  and  social  relations.  North  Island^  with 
its  varied  outlines,  consists  of  two  sections — the  already 
mentioned  north-western  peninsula,  abounding  in  fertile 
and  well-watered  valleys,  and  the  main  body  of  the 
island,  characterised  by  gently  sloping  hiUy  ranges  and 
low-lying  table-lands,  varied  here  and  there  by  volcanic 
peaks.  The  coimtry  is  everywhere  covered  with  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  timber,  except  in  the  heart  of  the  island,  -whidi 
is  full  of  lakes,  hot  springs,  and  geysers,  depositing  cdlica 
and  sulphur,  like  those  of  the  YellowBtone  Park  in  the 
United  States.  South  of  this  point,  and  not  far  from  the 
centre  of  North  Island,  is  situated  Lake  Taupo,  whose 
secluded  and  romantic  waters  are  furrowed  only  by  the 
canoes  of  the  natives,  here  more  numerous  than  else- 
where. Still  farther  to  the  south  is  a  very  wild  high- 
land region,  but  little  visited  by  Europeans.  Here  are 
Mount  Suapehu  and  the  extinct  volcano  of  Tongatiio, 
rising  to  a  height  of  9195  and  7000  feet  respectively. 
In  this  district  lie  the  sources  of  the  river  Waikato, 
which  flows  northwards  through  Lake  Taupo,  watering 
one  of  the  finest  regions  in  the  country.  Here  also  are 
the  sources  of  many  other  streams,  flowing  some  eastwaids 
to  Hawke  Bay,  others  in  a  south-westerly  course  to  Cook 
Strait 

Besides  Mount  Tongariro,  New  Zealand  possesses  a 


NEW  ZEALAND.  647 

second  active  volcano  in  Mount  Wakaii^  in  White 
Island,  a  small  rock  in  the  Bay  of  Plenty ;  besides  a  laige 
number  of  extinct  craters,  tnfa  and  lava  cones,  beds  of  slag 
and  scoria,  of  which  as  many  as  sixty-three  are  found  in  the 
isthmus  of  Auckland  alone.  At  the  western  entrance  of 
Cook  Strait  rises  in  solitary  grandeur  the  snowy  Taranaki, 
or  Mount  Egmont,  8270  feet  high. 

South  Island,  which  is  the  longer  and  more  extensive 
of  the  two,  presents  a  very  different  physical  aspect  Its 
western  side  is  traversed  in  its  entire  length  by  the  so- 
called  Southern  Alps,  a  massive  range  from  10,000  to 
13,000  feet  high,  whose  slopes  up  to  the  snow  line  are 
densely  wooded.  Towards  the  west  they  contain  vast 
snow-fields  and  glaciers,  extensive  tracts  filled  with  stony 
detritus,  moraines,  clefts  and  fissures  of  enormous  depth, 
whence  flow  icy  streams  to  the  lakes  of  the  table-land. 
Parallel  with  the  upland  plateau,  and  about  the  centre  of 
the  island,  runs  a  low  range,  intersected  by  many  moun- 
tain streams,  which  make  their  way  over  a  series  of  ter- 
races down  to  the  south-east  coast.  The  lower  terraces, 
from  the  elevation  of  about  1500  feet,  down  to  and  in- 
clusive of  the  narrow  coast  strip,  form  the  so-called 
Canterbury  Plains. 

This  province  of  Canterbury  is  separated  from  Otago, 
its  southern  neighbour,  by  the  broad-flowing  Waitaki, 
which  is  fed  by  three  lakes  lying  at  the  foot  of  the  central 
group  of  hills.  The  outlines  of  the  coast  are  very  re- 
markabla  The  south-western  comer  of  the  island  is 
indented,  doubtiess  through  glacier  action,  by  deep  fiords, 
similar  to  those  of  Notwbj  ;  the  north-eastern  seaboard, 
on  Cook  Strait,  is  diversified  by  countiess  littie  inlets 
and  bights ;  while  the  east  coast  forms,  with  two  excep- 
tions, a  low  and  perfectly  straight  shingly  beach.  The 
exceptions  are  Port  littieton  and  Port  Chalmers,  the  two 
narrow  channels  at  Dimedin  and  Christchurch,  whose 


548     COMPENDniM  OF  6E0QBAPH7  £SD  TRUYEU 

peculiar  formation  is  due  to  masses  of  yolcanic  rock 
posed  in  crescent  foim,  and  encircling  small  water  ba 


S.  Lakes,  Hot  Springs,  and  Glaciers, 

The  lakes  of  New  Zealand  deserve  especial  notice,  as 
they  present  many  interesting  features.  They  may  be 
generally  classed  as  due  either  to  volcanic  or  to  glacial 
action^  the  former  beiDg  the  case  in  the  North,  the  latter 
in  the  South  Island.  Taupo,  the  largest  lake  in  the 
North  Island,  is  a  veritable  inland  sea,  25  miles  long  and 
20  wide,  and  of  an  enormous  depth,  which  has  not  yet 
been  ascertained.  It  is  situated  1250  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  is  surrounded  by  volcanic  deposits 
forming  a  table-land  1000  feet  above  its  suifiGU^e.  From 
this  rise  numerous  volcanic  cones,  while  the  active  volcano 
Tongariro  is  only  a  few  miles  to  the  south.  On  the 
western  side  the  lake  is  bounded  by  vertical  precipices 
1000  feet  high,  and  here  the  water  is  believed  to  be 
deepest  Its  colour  is  a  dark  blue,  like  that  of  the  deep 
ocean,  and  from  its  centre  rises  a  single  small  bat  very 
beautiful  island.  This  lake  has  evidentiy  been  formed 
by  a  great  subsidence  of  the  volcanic  plateau.  Nine 
miles  south  of  Taupo,  behind  a  group  of  volcanic  cones,  is 
the  smaU  lake  Boto-aira,  at  an  elevation  of  more  than 
1700  feet. 

The  Waikato,  about  twenty-five  nules  from  its  exit  from 
the  lake,  passes  through  a  remarkable  group  of  hot  springs, 
extending  for  more  than  a  mile  along  its  banks.  The 
river  here  plunges  through  a  deep  valley,  and  its  floods, 
whirling  and  foaming  around  rocky  islets,  dash  with  a 
loud  uproar  through  the  defile.  Along  its  banks  white 
clouds  of  steam  ascend  from  hot  cascades  falliog  into  tiie 
river,  and  from  basins  fuU  of  boiling  water  shut  in  by 
white  masses  of  stone.     Steaming  fountains  rise  at  short 
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intervals,  sometinies  two  or  more  playing  simultaneously, 
and  producing  endlesa  changes,  as  tliongb  experiments 
were  being  luade  with  a  grand  syBtem  of  waterworks. 
Dr.  Hochstettei  counted  aeveoty-six  separata  clouds  of 
steam  visible  from  a  single  station,  and  among  tbem  were 
numerous  intermittent  geyser-like  fountains,  witb  peri- 
odical water  eruptions.  Ibe  accompanying  illustration 
affords  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  grandeur  and  peculiarity 
of  the  natural  sceneiy  of  Orakeikorako. 


<  TBB  BIVKU  WAIKAIU. 

About  40  miles  K.N.K  from  Lake  Taupo,  and  nearly 
the  same  distance  &om  the  shores  of  the  Bay  of  Plenty,  is 
the  lake  district — a  cluster  of  more  than  sixteen  lakes  of 
various  sizes,  occupying  a  tract  of  country  about  20 
miles  long  by  12  wide,  and  covering  about  the  same 
area  as  the  large  lake  itsel£  The  district  around  all 
these  lakes,  and  extending  between  the  volcano  of  Tonga- 
riro  and  the   sea,  is  a  zone  of  hot  springs,  solfataras, 
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fiimeroles^  and  mud  volcanoes,  more  than  a  thousioid  in 
number,  wMoh,  according  to  Dr.  Hochstetter,  far  exceeds 
all  others  in  the  world  in  variety  and  extent.  The 
laigest  as  well  as  the  most  irr^olar  and  picturesque  of 
the  group  of  lakes  is  Tarawera,  surrounded  by  ragged 
rocky  bluffs,  shaded  by  fine  woods,  and  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  rock-crowned  Tarawera  mountain.  Next  in 
size  is  the  Botorua  lake,  six  miles  across  and  nearly 
circular,  with  a  conical  island  almost  exactly  in  its  cental 
Clouds  of  steam  ascend  fiom  the  numerous  hot  springs 
about  the  shores  of  this  lake,  and  with  its  circular  form 
and  the  conical  peak  in  its  centre  give  it  all  the  appearance 
of  a  large  volcanic  crater ;  but  its  depth  is  but  small,  and 
Dr.  Hochstetter  is  of  opinion  that,  like  all  the  other  lakes 
in  this  district,  its  origin  ia  due  to  the  sinking  of  part  of 
the  volcanic  table-land  in  which  they  are  situated. 

But  the  most  wonderful  part  of  the  lake  region  is  the 
small  Botomahana,  or  Warm  lake,  with  its  boiling  springs 
and  siliceous  terraces.  The  first  appearance  of  the  lake 
itself  is  disappointing,  as  it  wants  all  the  elements  of 
beautiful  scenery  possessed  by  the  other  lakes ;  but  the 
clouds  of  steam  ascending  everywhere  aroimd  it  shoir 
that  there  is  something  else  to  be  seen.  Almost  every- 
where around  the  lake  there  is  a  seething,  hissing,  and 
boiling  soimd  &om  the  numerous  escapes  of  steam,  boil* 
ing  water,  or  hot  mud,  while  in  the  lake  itself  hot  springs 
are  so  numerous  that  the  whole  body  of  water  ia  kepi 
at  a  temperature  of  90^  or  upwards.  The  chief  sight, 
however,  is  the  Te  Tarata,  at  the  north-east  end  of  the 
lake.  At  80  feet  above  its  surface,  on  the  fern-dad  slope 
of  a  hill,  there  lies  an  immense  boiling  cauldron  in  a 
crater-like  excavation  with  steep  sides,  30  or  40  feet 
high,  and  only  open  on  the  side  towards  the  lake.  The 
basin  itself  is  about  80  feet  long  by  60  wide,  full  to 
the  brim  of  perfectly  transparent  water,  which  in  the  snow- 
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wMte  incnistated  1)88111  appears  of  a  beautiful  turquoise- 
blue.  Even  at  the  margin  it  has  a  temperatuie  of  180^ 
Fahr.^  but  towards  the  centre,  where  it  is  in  a  state  of 
constant  ebullition  to  the  height  of  several  feet,  it  is  pro- 
bably at  the  boiling  point.  The  surplus  water  flowing 
down  the  hiU-side  into  the  lake  has  formed  a  pure  white 
siliceous  deposit  in  a  series  of  ridges  or  steps  covering  a 
surface  of  about  three  acres.  At  the  bottom  the  terraces 
are  low,  but  farther  up  they  are  two,  three,  or  even  four 
and  six  feet  high,  each  with  a  raised  rim  from  which  slen- 
der stalactites  hang  down,  and  enclosing  on  its  platform 
one  or  more  basins  resplendent  with  the  most  beautiful 
blue  water.  These  basins  are  of  every  size  and  depth,  the 
upper  ones  warmer  and  the  lower  cooler;  and  they  form  a 
series  of  exquisite  baths  such  as  the  most  refined  luxury 
could  not  surpass.  The  pure  white  of  the  siliceous  de- 
posit, in  contrast  with  the  blue  of  the  water  and  the  green 
of  the  surrounding  vegetation ;  the  intense  red  of  the  bare 
earth-waUs  of  the  water-crater;  the  whirling  clouds  of 
steam — altogether  present  a  scene  unequalled  of  its  kind 
in  any  other  part  of  the  globe.  Passing  by  numerous 
mud-springs,  fiercely  boiling  fountains,  acid  lakes,  and 
spouting  geysers,  we  come,  on  the  south-west  side  of  the 
lake,  to  another  terrace-fountain  called  Otukapuarangi, 
not  quite  so  large  and  grand  as  Tetarata,  but  surpassing 
it  in  the  finish  and  regularity  of  the  terraces,  their  deli- 
cate pioky  hue  contrasting  with  the  transparent  sky-blue 
water,  while  the  water-crater  is  shut  in  by  bare  walls 
variously  tinged  with  red,  white,  and  yellow. 

If  now  we  transfer  our  view  fix)m  the  Northern  to  the 
Southern  island,  we  find,  in  the  magnificent  range  of  the 
southern  mountains,  a  series  of  true  alpine  lakes,  fed  by 
huge  glaciers,  and  dependent  for  their  very  existence  on 
ancient  glaciers  of  still  greater  extent.  These  glacier 
lakes  conunence  about  latitude  42^^  S.,  but  they  become 
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larger  and  moie  numeious  as  we  approach  Mount  Cook, 
the  giant  of  New  Zealand  mountains^  13,200  feet  high, 
wheie  we  find  Lake  Tekapo,  15  miles  long  and  3  wide,  and 
two  otheis.  Lakes  Tukaki  and  Oahau,  foiming  the  sonices 
of  the  Waitaki  river.  The  great  Godley  glacier,  which 
extends  above  Lake  Tekapo,  is  veiy  extensive,  and  the 
view  &om  its  middle  mondne  over  the  snow-fields  of 
Mount  Tyndall,  Mount  Petermann^  and  the  Keith  John- 
ston range,  ib  said  by  Dr.  Haast  to  fonn  the  grandest 
sceneiy  he  ever  beheld  in  the  Alps.  Lake  Pukaki  is  10 
miles  long  and  4  wide,  and  is  shut  in  by  an  old  terminal 
moraine,  which  attains  a  height  of  186  feet  above  the 
lake.  The  view  from  the  outlet  towards  the  Southern 
Alps,  with  Mount  Cook  in  the  centre,  and  a  wooded  islet 
in  the  foreground,  is  described  as  sublime  in  the  extreme; 
and,  if  we  imagine  villas  and  parks  around  its  sboiofl^ 
the  Lago  di  Como  or  Lago  Maggiore  would  not  bear  coibt 
parison  with  it.  It  is  supplied  by  the  Tasman  xxra^ 
which  has  its  source  in  the  great  Tasman  glacier,  18  wSkn 
long,  and  the  laigest  in  New  Zealand. 

Farther  south  the  glaciers  descend  lower,  and  iiitf 
lakes  increase  in  sisse.  Lake  Wanaku  is  35  miles  lQi||^ 
and  Lake  Wakatipu  60  miles,  while  Lake  Te  Anau,  $/iH 
farther  south,  is  40  miles  long,  and  has  nuiueroBi 
extensive  branches.  The  bottoms  of  many  of  these  laioei 
are  far  below  the  sea-level,  though  they  must  have  betia 
fining  up  for  ages  by  the  sediment  carried  into  thea^f 
proof  either  that  the  entire  land  was  once  much  highei^  ^ 
that  the  lakes  have  been  groimd  out  by  glaciers,  as  suppoai^ 
by  Professor  Bamsay.  The  fact  that  the  lakes  inoxei^ 
in  size  and  depth  as  we  go  south,  while  on  the  west  tU$ 
of  the  island  it  is  only  towards  the  south  that  the  coast  H 
indented  by  long  and  winding  fiords,  whose  inner  waten 
are  deeper  than  near  their  mouths,  is  strongly  in  favour 
of  the  gladal  theory  of  their  origin.     On  the  western  side 
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of  the  mountams  there  are  also  numerous  glaciers,  and 
one  of  these,  descending  from  Mount  Cook,  terminates 
within  705  feet  of  the  sea-level,  and  for  a  long  distance 
is  bordered  by  a  magnificent  vegetation  of  metrosideros, 
tree-ferns,  and  fuchsias.  This  is  in  lat.  43"*  35^  S.,  corre- 
sponding to  Montpellier  and  Marseilles  in  France,  and 
Leghorn  in  Italy ! 

The  general  character  of  the  New  Zealand  scenery,  as 
contrasted  with  that  of  Australia,  is  well  expressed  by 
Mr.  Anthony  Trollope.  He  says:  ''In  New  Zealand 
everything  is  English.  The  scenery,  the  colour  and 
general  appearance  of  the  waters,  and  the  shape  of  the 
bills,  are  altogether  un- Australian,  and  veiy  like  that  with 
which  we  are  familiar  in  the  west  of  Ireland  and  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland.  The  mountains  are  brown,  and 
sharp,  and  seriated,  the  rivers  are  bright  and  rapid,  and 
the  lakes  are  deep  and  blue,  and  bosomed  among  the 
mountains.  If  a  long-sleeping  Briton  could  be  set  down 
among  the  Otago  hills,  and,  on  awaking,  be  told  he  was 
travelling  in  Galway  or  the  west  of  Scotland,  he  might 
be  easily  deceived,  though  he  knew  those  countries  well ; 
but  he  would  feel  at  once  that  he  was  being  hoaxed,  if  he 
were  told  in  any  part  of  Australia  that  he  was  travelling 
among  Irish  or  British  scenery." 

4.  Climate. 

New  Zealand  has  of  course  a  very  varied  climate, 
extending  as  it  does  through  fourteen  degrees  of  latituda 
No  part  of  the  islands  suffer  from  hot  winds,  and  the 
temperature  is  generally  equable,  especially  in  the  North 
Island,  where  frost  and  snow  are  almost  unknown,  except 
on  elevated  plateaus,  and  where,  towards  the  extreme 
north,  the  climate  becomes  semi-tropicaL  The  western 
shores  are  moister  and  more  agreeable  than  the  eastern, 
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and  the  Canterbuiy  Plains  on  the  east  side  of  tiie  South 
Island  experience  the  greatest  vidssitudes  of  temperature, 
the  annual  lange  of  the  thermometer  being  62^  while  at 
Wellington  it  is  45^  and  at  Hokotika^  on  the  west  coast 
of  South  Island,  48^  The  climate  of  the  Canterbuiy 
Plains  has  been  said  to  be  a  mixture  of  the  climates  of 
the  south  of  Fiance  and  the  Shetland  Islands.  The  rain- 
fall varies  between  28  inches  at  Christchurch  and  122  at 
Hokotika.  The  coasts  of  New  Zealand  are  very  windy, 
especially  in  the  straits  between  the  islands ;  thus  Inve^ 
caigill  on  Foveaux  Straits,  and  Kelson  and  Wellington  on 
Cook  Straits,  have  hardly  a  calm  day  in  the  year. 
Dunedin  seems  the  least  windy  place  on  the  coast,  having 
had  98  calm  days  in  1873,  while  Queenstown,  on  the 
Wakatipu  Lake,  had  142.  On  the  whole  the  climate  s 
at  once  mild  and  bracing ;  combining  a  large  amount  of 
variety  with  comparatively  few  extremes ;  and  it  is  well 
fitted  for  the  average  English  constitution,  though  less 
adapted  to  those  in  deUcate  health  or  with  unsound  lungs 
than  the  brighter  skies  of  Australia, 

6.  Otology, 

The  geological  formation  of  the  two  islands  of  Kew 
Zealand  differs  remarkably.  The  North  Island  is 
essentially  volcanic,  the  South  sedimentaiy.  The  North 
is  fall  of  volcanic  cones,  extinct  and  active  craters,  boilii^ 
springs,  lava  fields,  sulphur,  and  lakes  formed  by  sub- 
sidence. The  South  has  lofty  ranges  of  slate  and  granite^ 
with  Silurian  sandstones  and  limestones,  and  the  valuahk 
green  jade,  so  much  prized  by  the  natives  for  making 
their  choicest  weapons ;  snowy  ranges,  enormous  glaciers, 
deep  alpine  lakes,  and  wide  glacial  deposits.  Of  course 
these  distinctions  are  not  absolute ;  there  are  some  primaiy 
rocks  in  the  North,  and  some  volcanic  formations  in  the 
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South.  Gold  and  coal  are  found  in  both  islands,  but  far 
more  abundantly  in  the  South,  while  deposits  of  Secondary- 
age  cover  but  a  small  area  in  both  islands. 

Volcanic  formations  occupy  fully  one-third  of  the 
area  of  the  North  Island.  Within  a  dozen  miles  of 
Auckland  City  there  are  more  than  sixty  cones  and 
craters,  from  300  to  900  feet  high.  For  hundreds  of 
mUes  volcanic  conglomerates,  cinder-heaps,  and  lava- 
streams  spread  over  the  coimtry;  the  thousands  of  hot 
springs,  solf ataras,  and  mud-volcanoes,  have  already  been 
referred  to,  while  the  three  lofty  volcanoes — ^Tongariro 
active,  Buapahu  and  Mount  E^ont  quiescent,  vie  in 
grandeur  with  those  of  most  of  the  great  continents. 

Coal,  both  palaeozoic  and  tertiary,  covers  a  wide  area 
in  the  South  Island.  Good  coal  is  also  worked  at  the 
Say  of  Islands,  and  near  Auckland  in  the  north.  Gold 
has  been  found  to  occur  almost  as  abundantly  as  in 
Victoria,  and  in  many  different  localities.  Till  1860 
little  was  found,  when  rich  fields  were  discovered  in  Otago, 
and  subsequently  in  Westland,  Nelson,  and  Marlborough, 
while  the  Thames-Valley  gold-field,  in  the  North  Island, 
surpassed  all  in  richness.  Much  of  the  gold  is  found  under 
glacial  drifts,  and  on  the  west  coast  the  sands  of  the  sea- 
shore produce  it  in  paying  quantities,  especially  when  a 
gale  of  wind  brings  down  fresh  deposits  from  farther 
north.  The  same  wonderfully  lucky  finds  occurred  here 
as  in  Australia.  At  the  Havelock  diggings  in  Marl- 
borough, three  men  in  felling  a  tree  at  the  edge  of  a 
liver,  found  a  pocket  under  it  from  which  in  a  few  hours 
they  washed  thirty  ounces  of  gold.  In  the  Tuapeka 
diggings  in  Otago  one  party  obtained  thirty-eight  ounces 
in  a  day,  and  it  was  said  that  any  one  who  could  stand 
the  work  could  gather  from  one  to  two  ounces  a  day.  In 
a  few  months  16,000  persons  were  collected  at  these  dig- 
gings among  wild  mountain  gullies,  and  all  the  phenomena 
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of  the  Australian  "  gold-fever  "  were  reproduced.  At  one 
time  the  emigrants  arriving  at  Dunedin  &om  Melbourne 
amounted  to  a  thousand  a  day. 

Besides  gold,  other  metals  are  worked  more  or  less 
successfully.  Silver  is  abundant  at  Mount  Hangitoto; 
copper  occurs  at  Barrier  Island,  and  tin  at  the  Buller. 
Chrome  iron-ore  and  iron-sand  are  also  abundant,  and 
will  no  doubt  one  day  be  largely  worked. 

Fossil  remains  are  rather  scarce  in  New  Zealand, 
and  throw  little  light  on  its  past  history.  No  fossil  mam- 
Inals  have  been  found,  and  no  birds  or  reptiles  except 
such  as  are  allied  to  forms  still  living  on  the  island. 
The  few  tertiary  shells  are  closely  allied  to  living  species; 
while  the  cretaceous  and  Jurassic  marine  deposits  contain 
ammonites,  belemnites,  and  allied  groups  bearing  a  strik- 
ing resemblance  to  European  forms  of  the  same  period; 
and  in  the  Jurassic  beds  of  the  Waiparu  species  of  plesio- 
saurus  and  ichthyosaurus  have  been  discovered,  showing 
that  these  ancient  saurians  had  an  almost  world-wide 
distribution. 

6,  Natural  History. 

New  Zealand  is  the  largest  truly  oceanic  group  of 
islands  in  the  temperate  zone,  and,  as  might  be  expected, 
presents  a  large  amount  of  specialty  in  all  its  natuial 
productions.  Its  flora,  when  compared  with  that  of  other 
islands  of  equal  extent,  is  poor  in  species,  since  it  pos- 
sesses only  about  half  as  memy  flowering  plants  as  Great 
Britain.  It  is,  however,  wonderfully  peculiar,  about  two- 
« thirds  of  the  species  being  entirely  confined  to  the  groupi 
and  even  twenty-six  of  the  genera  are  found  nowhere 
else.  The  relations  of  the  flora  are  with  Australia  and 
with  the  Antarctic  lands,  including  temperate  South 
America.  A  large  number  of  species  and  genera  are 
common  to  New  Zealand  and  Australia^  but  in  many 
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cases  it  is  the  New  Zealand  foims  which  have  migrated 
to  Australia,  and  not  vice  versd.  There  is  also  the  extraor- 
diQaiy  fact  of  the  total  absence  of  some  of  the  most  common 
and  widespread  of  the  Australian  groups  of  plants ;  for  not 
a  single  species  of  3iAcalyptvs  or  Acacia  is  found  in  New 
Zealand,  a  fact  which  absolutely  negatives  the  idea  of  any 
former  union,  or  even  any  recent  near  approach  of  the 
two  lands  as  the  cause  of  the  similarities  of  their  floras. 
No  less  than  eighty-nine  species  and  seventy-six  genera 
are  common  to  New  Zealand  and  South  America^  but  the 
larger  part  of  these  are  also  found  on  the  Alps  of 
Tasmania  and  Australia.  There  are  also  fifty  species 
common  to  New  Zealand  and  the  Antarctic  islands,  and 
only  a  few  of  these  are  found  on  the  mountains  of 
Tasmania, 

The  great  characteristics  of  New  Zealand  scenery,  as 
dependent  on  v^etation,  are  the  forests,  the  ferns,  and  the 
grassy  plains.  The  forests  chiefly  clothe  the  mountain 
ranges ;  the  lower  hills  are  covered  with  fern ;  while  ex- 
tensive tracts,  chiefly  on  the  west  in  the  North  Island, 
and  on  the  east  in  the  South,  are  covered  with  grass  and 
bushes.  In  the  forests  there  are  scarcely  any  gay  flowers 
and  few  herbaceous  plants, — ^nothing  but  shrubs  and  trees, 
mostly  with  obscure  green  floorers  and  as  destitute  of  scent 
as  of  beauty.  Pines  quite  unlike  ours,  belongiog  to  the 
genera  Podocarpus,  Dcurydium,  FhyllodaduB,  and  Dammara, 
abound;  but  generally  the  forests  are  much  intermixed, 
and  their  chief  distinctive  feature  is  the  abundance  and 
variety  of  the  ferns  that  grow  beneath  their  shade.  Here 
are  splendid  tree-ferns  30  or  40  feet  high,  equalling 
those  of  the  tropics;  exquisitely  beautiful  filmy-fems 
growing  on  trunks  of  trees;  while  rocks,  and  shady  banks, 
and  often  the  whole  siuface  of  the  ground,  are  covered 
with  them  in  great  variety.  There  are  about  130 
different  kinds  of  ferns  and  Lycopods,  while  the  mosses 

2o 
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and  Hepatic®  are  also  wonderfully  luxuriant^  amounting 
to  nearly  900  different  species.  A  few  of  the  trees  bear 
handsome  flowers,  such  as  the  Edwardsia  mieropkifUa, 
with  its  magnificent  yellow  pea-like  blossoms ;  the  Mehrh 
sideros  robusta,  crowned  with  scarlet  flowers ;  and  the  large 
crimson  blossoms  of  the  shrabby  Clianthus  punieeuL 
But  these  and  the  few  other  showy  plants  are  not  enough 
to  compensate  for  the  general  poverty  of  the  flora^  which 
has  led  one  writer  to  remark  that  *'  there  is  no  indigenous 
flower  equal  to  England's  dog-rose,  no  indigenous  firoit 
equal  to  Scotland's  cranberry," — a  statement  which,  thou^ 
not  literally  exact,  well  serves  to  show  the  poverty  in  fruits 
and  flowers  of  the  New  Zealand  vegetation.  Sir  Joseph 
Hooker,  in  the  introduction  to  his  New  Zealand  Mora, 
speaks  of  its  monotonous  and  uninteresting  aspect  in 
comparison  with  that  of  Tasmania,  where  **  Orehidea  of 
many  kinds  carpet  the  ground  in  spring  with  theiT 
beautiful  blossoms;  the  heaths  are  gay  with  Epaeridta; 
herbs,  trees,  and  shrubs  of  Oompasitm  meet  the  eye  in 
every  direction ;  whilst  the  Myrtacem  and  Leguwdfumm  are 
characteristics  both  of  the  arboreous  and  shrubby  vegeta- 
tion." And  he  adds — ''  The  difference  is  so  marked,  that 
I  retain  the  most  vivid  recollection  of  the  physiognomy 
of  Tasmanian  mountains  and  valleys,  but  a  very  in- 
different one  of  the  New  Zealand  forest,  where  all  is, 
comparatively  speaking,  blended  into  one  green  mass, 
relieved,  at  the  Bay  of  Islands,  by  the  symmetrical  ciowd 
of  the  tree-fern,  the  pale  green  fountain  of  foliage  of  the 
Bajcryiium  cupressinvm^  and  the  poplar-like  Knightia 
overtopping  alL" 

One  of  the  most  valuable  and  abundant  of  the  forest- 
trees  of  New  Zealand  is  the  £auri  pine  {Dammara 
atistralis),  which  grows  to  the  height  of  180  or  200  feet, 
and  furnishes  splendid  timber.  Whole  towns  have  been 
built  of  it ;  it  is  largely  exported,  and  has  been  recklessly 
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destroyed  by  settlers ;  so  that^  writing  in  1867,  Dr.  Hoch- 
stetter  remarks  : — "  The  extermination  of  that  noble 
tree  progresses  from  year  to  year  at  such  a  rate  that  its 
final  extinction  is  as  certain  as  that  of  the  natives  of 
New  Zealand.  The  European  colonisation  threatens  the 
existence  of  both,  and  with  the  last  of  the  Maoris  the  last 
of  the  Kauris  will  also  disappear  from  the  earth."  Be- 
sides its  timber,  this  tree  produces  a  valuable  gum 
resembling  amber,  which  is  found  in  large  masses  at 
the  roots  of  the  trees,  and  in  ground  from  which  Eauri 
forests  have  disappeared.  It  is  used  for  making  varnishes, 
and  for  other  ptirposes,  and  several  thousand  tons  are 
exported  annually,  of  the  value,  in  1876,  of  £109,000. 

The  zoology  of  New  Zealand  is  no  less  peculiar  and 
interesting  than  its  botany,  perhaps  even  more  so.  In 
common  with  all  remote  oceanic  islands  there  appear  to 
be  no  truly  indigenous  mammalia,  with  one  or  two 
doubtful  exceptions.  When  first  discovered  by  Euro- 
peans, there  were  two  species  of  mammals — ^a  dog  and  a 
small  rat  Both  are  now  nearly  or  quite  extinct,  but  the 
dog  was  almost  certainly  introduced  by  man,  as  it  is  a 
favourite  article  of  food  with  both  Melanesians  and 
Mahoris  and  would  therefore  be  constantly  carried  in 
their  canoes.  Besides,  it  was  never  wild  in  New  Zealand. 
The  native  rat,  called  Kiore,  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
imported  European  rat,  and  no  specimen  of  it  is  known 
to  exist.  It  is  therefore  uncertain  whether  it  was  a  true 
rat  or  some  allied  animal ;  but  it  was  most  likely  intro- 
duced originally  through  man's  agency,  and  the  tradition 
of  the  natives  that  they  brought  it  with  them  in  their 
canoes  is  probably  true.  More  interesting  is  the  otter- 
like animal,  reported  still  to  exist  in  the  mountains  of  the 
South  Island,  and  which  has  a  native  name,  Waitokeke. 
Dr.  Haast  has  seen  its  tracks,  resembling  those  of  our 
European  otter,  at  a  height  of  3500  feet  above  the  sea. 
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in  a  region  never  before  trodden  by  man ;  and  the  animal 
itself  is  said  to  have  been  seen  by  two  gentlemen  near 
Lake  Heron,  but  they  failed  to  capture  it.  It  waa  said 
to  be  dark  brown,  and  the  size  of  a  large  rabbit.  On 
being  struck  at  with  a  whip,  it  uttered  a  shrill  yelping 
sotmd  and  disappeared  in  the  water.^  This  evidence 
seems  to  render  it  certain  that  such  an  animal  exists,  and 
as  the  only  undoubtedly  indigenous  mammal  in  New 
Zealand,  it  is  of  immense  interest  to  determine  whetha 
it  is  or  is  not  marsupial — whether  its  affinities  point  to 
Australia  or  to  some  other  continent  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  this  creature  will  not  be  allowed  to  become  extinct 
without  a  determined  effort  being  made  to  secure  sped* 
mens  in  order  to  study  its  structure  and  its  reLationship 
to  other  mamTnals. 

The  common  Norway  rat  is  now  as  abundant  in  New 
Zealand  as  it  is  in  Europe.  Cattle  and  pigs  have  nm 
wild,  the  latter  multiplying  so  enormously  as  to  become 
quite  a  nuisance.  In  the  province  of  Nelson  three  men 
in  twenty  months  killed  25,000.  The  other  land  verte- 
brates, reptiles,  and  amphibia,  are  curiously  limited. 
Snakes  are  quite  unknown ;  frogs  are  represented  by  a 
solitary  species,  and  that  very  local,  being  only  found  at 
one  spot  on  the  east  side  of  North  Island ;  but  lizards^  on 
the  other  hand,  are  tolerably  plentiful,  there  being  twelve 
species,  all  peculiar,  and  not  closely  allied  to  those  of  any 
other  country.  Besides  these  there  is  a  lizard-like  animal 
JSdtteria  punctcUa,  of  so  peculiar  a  structure  as  to  form  a 
distinct  ofdStsof  reptiles  called  BhynchocephaIina»  inter- 
mediate between  lizards  and  crocodiles.  Two  sea-snakes 
are  found  on  the  coasts  allied  to  those  of  other  parts  of 
the  Pacific. 

Birds,  however,  form  the  most  interestiug  class  of 
animals  in  New  Zealand,  since  they  are  tolerably  nume^ 

^  Hochstetter'fl  New  Zealand,  p.  161,  note. 
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OILS,  and  piesent  a  number  of  beautiful  and  interesting 
forms.  The  elegant  black  parson-bird,  with  its  white 
throat-tufts,  is  beautiful  and  lively,  and  is  an  excellent 
mimic,  imitating  the  notes  of  other  birds  and  the  cries  of 
animals.  There  are  several  fair  songsters  *  some  of  the 
pigeons  and  parrots  are  very  handsome ;  and  there  are  a 
good  number  of  fine  aquatic  birds.  In  all,  there  are  145 
different  kinds  of  birds  known,  of  which  the  larger  pro- 
portion belong  to  the  aquatic  and  wading  groups,  only  57 
being  true  land-birds.  Almost  all  these  are  peculiar  to 
the  islands,  and  of  the  thirty-four  genera  in  which  they 
are  classed,  sixteen,  or  nearly  half,  are  also  peculiar. 
Among  the  most  remarkable  is  the  singular  starling 
(HeteroheJui  gouldi),  the  ''huia"  of  the  natives.  It  is  a 
gjlossy  black  bird,  the  size  of  a  chough,  with  handsome 
orange-coloured  wattles.  The  beak  is  quite  different  in 
the  two  sexes,  that  of  the  male  being  straight,  while  the 
female's  is  longer  and  excessively  curved  in  a  sickle 
shape.  Such  a  remarkable  difference  in  the  sexes  does 
not  occur  in  any  other  known  bird.  Another  remark- 
able bird  is  the  owl-parrot  {StringopB  habrqptiitui),  of  a 
greenish  colour,  and  with  a  circle  of  feathers  round  the 
eyes  as  in  the  owL  It  is  nocturnal  in  its  habits,  lives  in 
holes  in  the  ground  under  tree-roots  or  rocks,  and  it  climbs 
about  the  bushes  after  berries  or  digs  for  fern-roots.  It 
has  fully-developed  wings  but  hardly  ever  fiies,  and  has 
lately  exhibited  a  singular  taste  for  flesh,  picking  holes  in 
the  backs  of  sheep  and  lambs.  It  was  exterminated  in 
the  North  Island  by  the  natives,  who  hunted  it  with  their 
dogs,  and  it  is  now  only  found  in  the  southern  and 
western  parts  of  the  South  Island,  and  wUl  probably  soon 
become  extinct.  Most  remarkable  of  all  the  birds  of  New 
Zealand  is  the  "  Kiwi  *'  or  Apteryx,  of  which  there  are 
three  or  four  species  in  the  two  larger  islands.  These 
are   totally  wingless   and  tailless   birds,  with   feathers 
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resembling  hairs,  and  altogether  unlike  our  usual  idea  of 
a  bird.  They  are  about  the  size  of  a  small  domestic  fowl, 
with  long  curved  beak  something  like  that  of  a  curlew. 
They  are  entirely  nocturnal,  feeding  on  insects,  woims» 
and  seeds,  and  as  they  have  no  protection  &om  dogs  they 
become  rapidly  exterminated  in  all  the  settled  distzicts. 

But  tibe  existiag  Kiwis  are  only  the  last  survlTors  of 
a  race  of  wingless  birds  of  various  sizes,  the  largest 
exceeding  in  bulk  and  height  the  largest  living  ostiicL 
Bemains  more  or  less  complete  of  eleven  species  of  these 
birds,  called  Moas  by  the  natives,  have  been  found. 
They  differ  considerably  in  structure,  proportions,  and 
size,  the  largest  being  10-|^  feet  high  and  the  smallest 
about  3  feet.  Some  perfect  skeletons  have  been  found, 
and  even  remains  of  skin  and  feathers.  A  perfect  ^g, 
10  inches  long  and  7  broad,  was  found  in  a  natiTe  grave, 
as  weU  as  moa  bones  in  old  native  cooking-places ;  so  thuX 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  the  traditions  of  the 
natives,  that  their  ancestors  hunted  these  enormous  birds 
for  food.  Some  remains,  however,  have  been  found  in 
caves  under  thick  layers  of  stalagmite,  and  others  under 
several  feet  of  alluvial  deposits,  and  these  no  doubt  indi- 
cate a  period  long  before  the  present  race  of  Maoris  came 
to  New  Zealand. 

The  fresh  waters  of  New  Zealand  do  not  produce 
many  fish,  the  most  abimdant  being  eels,  and  small  fishes 
called  whitebait  by  the  colonists  {Eleotris),  of  which  there 
are  several  species.  One  peculiar  genus  {BUropinna^  is  the 
only  fish  of  the  salmon  family  in  the  Southern  Hemi- 
sphere. The  most  curious  facts  about  the  fishes  of  New 
Zealand  are,  that  the  eel  is  a  species  found  also  in  China, 
Europe,  and  the  West  Indies,  and  that  the  Gfalaxm 
aitenuaius,  a  fish  somewhat  resembling  a  trout,  inhabits 
Tasmania,  the  Falkland  Islands,  and  temperate  South 
America,  as  well  as  New  Zealand. 
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Insects  are  very  scarce.  Only  eleven  different  kinds 
of  butterflies  are  known,  and  these  are  not  abundant. 
Moths  are  also  comparatively  scarce.  Beetles  are  better 
represented,  but  even  these  are  very  few  compared  with 
their  abundance  in  other  countries  with  the  same  variety 
of  climate  and  luxuriance  of  vegetation.  Bees  and  wasps 
are  few  in  number,  and  the  Neuroptera  and  Heteroptera 
are  also  very  scarce.  The  Orthoptera  are  mostly  wingless, 
and  there  is  one  huge  spiny  grasshopper  or  chcket,  whose 
body  is  2^  inches  long  while  its  great  spiny  hind-legs  are 
4  inches  in  extent.  Land-shells,  on  the  other  hand,  are 
abundant,  there  being  nearly  120  species,  of  which  about 
100  are  peculiar;  and  many  of  these  are  large  and  hand- 
some, the  green  ffelix  husbyi  being  2^  inches  diameter, 
while  the  fine  orange-mouthed  Bviimus  hongi  is  4  inches 
long.  Most  of  the  species  are,  however,  small  and  insig- 
nificant. 

7.  Past  History  of  New  Zealand, 

Taking  into  consideration  the  peculiarities  of  the  flora 
and  faima  of  these  islands,  and  the  entire  absence  of  any 
fossil  remains  indicating  a  former  connection  with  other 
continents,  we  are  justified  in  concluding  that,  during  the 
whole  Tertiary  period  at  least,  if  not  for  much  longer. 
New  Zealand  has  maintained  its  isolation  &om  all  other 
extensive  tracts  of  land.  We  know  that  Australia  was 
formerly  richer  in  mammals  than  it  is  now,  and  we  may 
be  sure  that  it  possessed  an  abundance  of  species  and 
individuals  during  the  entire  range  of  the  Tertiary  period. 
If,  therefore,  there  had  been  any  land  connection  between 
the  two  countries  during  this  lapse  of  time,  it  is  incredible 
that  no  mammalR  should  be  found  in  New  Zealand,  a 
coimtry  so  well  adapted  to  support  them.  The  very 
existence  and  development  of  the  huge  wingless  moas  is 
also  an  indirect  proof  that  no  extensive  mammalian  fauna 
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ever  inhabited  the  coimtiy ;  for  Sfuch  birds  take  the  place 
of  TnammalH,  and  they  are  never  abundant  except  where 
the  latter  are  absent,  as  in  the  case  of  the  dodo  and  other 
flightless  birds  of  the  Mascarene  Islands.  But  flioogh 
New  Zealand  may  never  have  been  directly  connected 
with  Australia  or  South  America,  it  has  probably  been 
much  more  extensive  than  it  is  now,  and  has  included  the 
Auckland  and  Chatham  Islands,  and  perhaps  even  at 
some  remote  period  the  Kermadec  group  and  Norfolk 
Island.  At  a  much  more  recent  epoch  the  two  large 
islands  have  certainly  been  connected,  since  an  elevation 
of  only  1000  feet  would  change  the  submarine  bank  on 
which  they  stand  into  dry  land,  and  fonn  a  single  island 
more  than  double  the  area  of  the  existing  group.  This 
greater  extent  and  greater  elevation  would  have  added 
enormously  to  the  area  of  the  snow-fields  of  the  Southern 
Alps,  and  to  this  was  no  doubt  due  that  great  extension 
of  the  glaciers,  the  effects  of  which  are  visible  far  below 
their  present  range  in  huge  moraines  and  excavated  lake- 
basins.  Our  conclusion  is,  therefore,  that  New  Zealand 
is  the  remains  of  one  of  the  most  ancient,  if  not  the  moA 
ancient,  of  the  islands  of  the  globe ;  that  it  has  undergone 
many  fluctuations  in  area ;  that  the  two  islands  have  been 
quite  recently  united,  and  that  at  some  remote  epodi  it 
was  many  times  more  extensive  than  it  is  now ;  but  that 
through  all  these  changes  it  has  never,  during  the  Tertiaiy 
epoch  at  least,  been  united  to  any  other  extensive  land. 

8.  The  Maories  and  the  Aborigines  of  New  Zealand. 

The  Maories  are  one  of  the  most  important  £EunilieB 
of  the  brown  Polynesian  stock,  being  those  which  have 
developed  its  peculiar  mental  and  physical  characteristics 
to  the  highest  degree.  This  is  due  in  part  to  their  having  to 
maintain  themselves  in  a  far  less  favourable  climate  than 
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their  fellows  of  the  tropical  islands.  They  have  bo  bread- 
fruits, bananaa,  and  cocoa-nnta  to  supply  food  almost  with- 
out labour,  and  they  have  to  protect  themselves  against 
the  vitossitudes  of  a  boiaterous  and  comparatively  ungenial 
climate.  They  had  not  even  the  pig,  which  fornished 
such  an  tmfuUng  supply  of  food  in  the  other  islands,  bat 
had  probably  at  first  to  hunt  the  now  extinct  moas  as 
their  only  animal  food,  till,  when  these  became  scarce, 


they  were  obliged  to  feed  on  their  dogs,  the  only  domestic 
animal  they  appear  to  have  brought  with  them.  Their 
only  cultivated  plants  were  the  sweet  potato,  the  taro 
and  the  gourd ;  the  fern  and  several  other  plants  supplied 
edible  roots ;  and  these,  with  a  few  berries  and  fruits,  and 
fish  of  various  kinds,  made  np  their  means  of  subsistence. 
They  thus  became  skilfal  hunters  and  fishers,  and  good 
agriculturists ;  and  the  amount  of  skill  and  energy 
necessitated  in  these  puisuits,  in  building  bouses  and 
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canoes,  VI  nmlring  clothing,  and  in  forming  the  various 
weapons  and  implements  wtiich  they  requiied  finm  stooe, 
wood,  or  shell,  furnished  the  needful  Btimulns  for  as 
active  and  healthy  existeuoa  War  too,  aa  among  a^ 
savage  tribes,  occupied  them  greatly,  and  the  conBtmctioD 
of  forte  and  defences  was  added  to  the  n^olar  laboms  d 
every  commnnity. 

The  earliest  European  settlers  thus  found  the  Maoris 
in  a  state  of  civilisation  not  often  to  be  met  with  amcnig 
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a  barbarous  and  savage  people.  They  lived  together  in 
villages,  in  huta  well  constructed  of  wood  and  reeds. 
ornamented  with  ingenious  and  fanciful  carvings,  and 
painted  with  gay-coloured  arabesques.  They  protected 
their  villages  with  ditches  and  palisades,  and  surrounded 
them  with  extensive  plantations.  They  manufactuied 
flax  from  a  native  plant,  and  Ax)m  it  wove  mats  and 
clothing,  which  they  dyed  with  various  kinds  of  bark  and 
roots,  and  ornamented  with  the  bright  feathers  of  birds; 
and  they  made  cloaks  of  great  value  from  the  dreesed 
skins  of  their  dogs.  Their  foces  and  some  parts  of  their 
bodies  were  elaborately  and  el^antly  tattooed,  mote 
largely  in  the  men  than  the  women,  and  the  heads  of 
great  diiefs  were  skilfully  embalmfid  and  preserved,  eitii^ 
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as  trophies  of  the  fight  or  in  affectionate  zemembrance  of 
the  dead.  Although  they  had  no  written  language,  they 
had  numerous  songs  and  proverbs,  legends  and  traditions, 
transmitted  orally  from  generation  to  generation.  They 
knew  every  plant  and  bird  and  insect  of  the  country  they 
inhabited,  and  designated  them  by  distinctive  names ;  and 
they  distinguished  the  various  kinds  of  rock  with  a  keen 
talent  of  observatioiL  They  had  words  in  their  language 
for  the  foiur  seasons,  and  they  divided  the  year  into  thir- 
teen months,  aU  of  which  had  appropriate  names,  the 
year  commencing  with  the  first  new  moon  after  a  parti- 
cular star,  called  Puanga,  began  to  be  visible  in  the 
morning.  They  had  names  for  all  the  chief  stars,  and 
also  for  many  constellations,  which  were  called  after  their 
resemblance  to  canoes,  houses,  garments,  weapons,  etc. 
They  had  measures  derived  from  the  human  body,  as  the 
span,  the  stride,  and  the  fathom.  They  had  no  regular 
barter,  but  whatever  a  friend  asked  for  was  given,  on  the 
imderstanding  that  the  giver  might  in  his  turn  have  any- 
thing he  took  a  fancy  to;  but  all  valuable  property 
appears  to  have  been  held  by  the  tribe,  and  could  only 
be  exchanged  in  this  way  with  other  friendly  tribes. 
They  had  numerous  games  of  skill  or  chance,  many  of 
them  exactly  similar  to  our  own,  as  flying  kites,  skipping- 
ropes,  cat's-cradle,  gymnastic  poles,  wrestling,  hide-and- 
seek,  stilts ;  as  well  as  danciag,  diving,  and  many  others. 
They  had  a  firm  belief  in  a  future  state,  and  an  elaborate 
mytiiology  and  system  of  temples,  priests,  omens,  and 
sacrifices.  They  were  great  orators,  and  a  son  of  every 
chief  had  to  learn  the  traditions,  laws,  and  rites  of  his 
tribe,  and  to  be  an  orator  and  a  poet  as  weU  as  a  warrior, 
a  hunter,  and  a  seaman. 

The  dark  side  of  their  character  was  the  practice  of 
cannibaLism,  which  prevailed  extensively  at  the  time 
when  Europeans  first  visited  thenu    But  this  vile  practice 
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seems  always  to  have  been  asBodated  vith  a  Bnperstiticnis 
belief  in  the  tmnsfer  of  the  qualities  of  the  victim  to  his 
devonter.  Thia  became  one  of  the  chief  incentives  to  -wti, 
as  to  eat  the  bodiea  of  the  slain  was  supposed  to  impart 
courage  and  ferocity  to  those  who  partook  of  them,  and 
likewise  to  make  their  biumph  over  their  enemies  com- 
plete. War  was  also  carried  on  as  a  means  of  obtaining 
plunder, — ^valuable  jade  weapons  and  ornaments,  beaQtifnl 
mate,  food,  and  wives,  just  as  in  Europe  in  the  middk 
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Missionaries  of  various  denominations  have  been  at 
work  in  New  Zealand  for  more  than  siity  yeara,  and 
have  now  converted  the  whole  population,  except  a  few 
of  the  older  chiefs,  to  Christianity.  Cannibalism,  tribal 
wars,  polygamy,  slavery,  and  most  of  their  superstitioiu 
practices  have  been  abolished ;  they  have  become  t»  a 
considerable  extent  educated  and  civilised  ;  many  of  tiiem 
have  farms  and  ships,  or  are  successfol  traders.  But  with 
this  apparently  beneficial  change,  their  old  elastici^  of 
spirit  and  eqjojnnent  of  life  seems  to  have  left  then. 
They  cannot  as  a  body  compete  with  Europeans.  Our 
habits  are  not  suited  to  them ;  our  diseases  and  vices 
decimate  them ;  their  numbers  diminish  year  by  year; 
and,  as  in  so  many  other  cases,  we  seem  to  civilise  and 
Christianise  only  to  destroy.  When  fiist  taken  possession 
of  in  1840,  New  Zealand  is  supposed  to  have  contained 
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near  100,000  Maories.  In  1856  there  were  but  65,000  ; 
in  1874  they  had  decreased  to  45,740,  and  by  the  census 
of  April  1881  were  stated  to  be  44,099.  This  seems  to 
show  that  the  rate  of  decrease  has  been  checked,  and  that 
there  is  no  immediate  danger  of  the  extinction  of  this  in- 
teresting people. 

The  Maoris  are  said  to  be  conscious  of  their  approach- 
ing fate,  a  fate  in  which  not  only  the  people  themsehres, 
but  also  the  native  fauna  and  flora  seem  involved.  The  in* 
evitable  process  of  extinction  is  vividly  described  by  Peschel, 
who  remarks  that  even  the  English  grasses  are  spreading 
with  astonishing  rapidity  and  supplanting  the  indigenous 
vegetation.  Yemal  grass,  sorrel,  docks,  the  sow-thistle,  and 
water-cresses  are  triumphantly  invading  the  domain  of 
the  native  growths,  which  are  fain  to  yield  before  the 
younger  and  more  vigorous  " conquistadores."  "Make 
room  for  your  betters,"  is  the  watchword  in  all  these 
wars  between  races.  Swine,  as  akeady  stated,  have  in- 
creased to  an  alarming  extent,  and  commit  great  havoc  by 
uprooting  the  ground  in  search  after  roots.  Yet  even  thb 
contributes  towards  the  introduction  of  new  plants,  for  the 
freshly  tumed-up  soil  is  quickly  occupied  by  the  hardy 
species  intimately  associated  with  European  culture, 
which  follow  the  white  man  in  all  his  wanderings,  and 
which,  already  victorious  over  so  many  older  species,  soon 
displace  the  last  feeble  survivors  of  former  geological 
epochs.  The  native  rat,  which  is  said  to  have  entered 
New  Zealand  with  the  Maoris,  has  now  been  extirpated  by 
the  Norway  variety,  which  has  been  introduced  into  the 
island  by  ships  arriving  from  England.  Our  house  sparrow 
is  now  the  most  common  bird  in  New  Zealand,  and  will 
doubtiess  lead  to  the  extinction  of  some  native  birds.  The 
European  house-fly,  which  presented  itself  originally  as  an 
uninvited  guest,  is  now  sent  far  and  wide  in  boxes  and 
bottles  by  the  settlers  themselves,  who  have  observed  that 
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its  company  is  declined  and  its  presence  carefully  shtmned 
by  the  far  more  noxious  native  blue  blow-fly.  Hence 
the  Maoris  rightly  say — "  Ab  the  white  man's  rat  has 
extirpated  our  rat,  so  the  European  fly  is  driving  out  our 
fly.  The  foreign  clover  is  killing  our  fems^  and  so  the 
Maori  himself  will  disappear  before  the  white  man." 

The  traditions  of  lliese  people  lead  to  the  condusioii 
that  they  first  came  to  New  Zealand  about  600  yean 
ago,  from  some  of  the  islands  between  Samoa  and  Tahiti; 
but  some  ethnologists  put  the  migration  as  fiir  back  as 
3000  years.  Their  language  is  a  dialect  of  the  Pol3^nesiaii, 
most  resembling  that  of  Barotonga^  but  their  physical 
characters  vary  greatly.  Some  are  fair,  with  straight  hair, 
and  with  the  best  type  of  Polynesian  features ;  others  are 
dusky-brown,  with  curly  or  almost  frizzly  hair,  and  wiA 
the  long  and  broad  arched  nose  of  the  Papuan ;  while  otheis 
have  the  coarse  thick  features  of  the  lower  Melanesian 
races.  Now  these  variations  of  type  cannot  be  explained 
unless  we  suppose  the  Maoris  to  have  found  in  the  islands 
an  indigenous  Melanesian  people,  of  which  they  extennis- 
ated  the  men  but  took  the  better-looking  of  the  women  far 
wives ;  and  as  their  traditions  decidedly  state  that  they 
did  find  such  a  race  when  they  first  arrived  at  New 
Zealand,  there  seems  no  reason  whatever  for  rejecting 
these  traditions,  which  accord  with  actual  physical 
facts,  just  as  the  tradition  of  a  migration  firom  "  Hawaiki" 
a  Polynesian  island,  accords  with  linguistic  &cta. 

9.  OtJier  Islands  of  the  New  Zealcmd  Group. 

A  brief  notice  only  can  be  given  of  these,  with  special 
reference  to  any  points  of  general  interest  in  their  natual 
history  or  present  condition. 

Stewabt  Island  (formerly  called  South  Island)  is  tiie 
third  island  of  the  New  Zealand  group,  but  is  of  iasigm- 
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Scant  size,  being  only  about  40  miles  in  extreme  length, 
and  of  such  an  iir^ular  form  that  its  area  is  less  than 
600  square  miles.  It  is  mountainous,  and  well  wooded 
with  valuable  timber-trees.  It  has  also  several  good 
harbours,  and  there  are  many  fertile  valleys.  It  was 
originally  iminhabited,  but  is  now  occupied  by  a  few 
whalers  and  sealers,  with  some  natives  and  their  half-breed 
descendants.  The  seas  around  swarm  with  fish,  and  there 
are  said  to  be  large  deposits  of  iron-sand  equal  to  that  of 
TaianakL 

The  Auckland  Islands  lie  about  250  miles  south 
of  Stewart  Island,  and  consist  of  one  large  and  several 
small  islands,  the  most  important  being  about  30  miles 
long  and  15  wide.  These  islands  consist  of  basalt  with 
greenstone  and  some  granite  and  tertiary  sandstone  ;  and 
there  are  basaltic  columns  300  feet  high  and  highly 
magnetic  at  Peas  He€ul  in  Laurie  Harbour.  The  islands 
are  mountainous,  rising  to  a  height  of  1325  feet,  and  are 
covered  with  a  fine  vegetation  of  trees,  shrubs,  and  herb- 
age. Some  of  the  trees  are  &om  fifty  to  seventy  feet 
high.  The  climate  is  excessively  wet  and  stormy ;  yet, 
strange  to  say,  there  are  here  a  number  of  flowers  equal 
in  brilliancy  to  those  of  tropical  or  alpine  regions. 
Among  these  are  bright-coloured  gentians  and  veronicas, 
large  purple-flowered  Gompositse,  gay  ranunculi,  and  a 
handsome  liliaceous  plant — Ch/rysdbcLd/ron  Bossii.  This 
is  the  more  remarkable,  as  there  is  nothing  to  com- 
pare with  them  in  the  cooler  parts  of  New  Zealand.^ 
Parrots,  pigeons,  and  honey-sucking  birds  also  inhabit 
these  islands,  which  are  in  the  same  latitude  as  the  south 
of  England. 

Campbell  Island  is  about  180  miles  south-east  of  the 
Aucklands,  in  S.  latitude  62''  33'  and  E.  longitude  169** 

^  For  a  probable  explanation  of  the  cause  of  this  difference,  see  the 
Editor's  Tropical  Nature,.^.  238. 
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OG It  is  about  36  miles  in  dicomference,  with  some 
good  harbours,  and  is  mountainous,  rising  to  a  height 
of  1500  feet ;  but  the  hOIs  are  less  woody  than  in  the 
Auckland  Isles  though  the  vegetation  is  in  general  very 
similar,  the  same  species  of  plants  being  for  the  most  part 
found  in  both.  Besides  volcanic  rocks,  there  is  here 
chalk  with  flints,  secondary  sandstone  like  that  of  Nev 
Zealand,  and  slate  with  quartz. 

Both  the  Campbell  and  Auckland  Islands  are  usually 
uninhabited,  but  depdts  of  provisions  are  kept  on  both 
for  the  use  of  shipwrecked  crews. 

Macquabie  Island  is  situated  as  far  again  fix>m  Kew 
Zealand  as  the  Auckland  Isles,  and  more  to  the  aouth- 
west,  being  in  S.  latitude  54"*  30'  and  £.  longitude  ISS"* 
50',  It  is  about  20  miles  long,  and  is  covered  witb 
vegetation,  mostly  grassy,  though  there  must  be  some 
trees  or  shrubs  in  sheltered  parts,  as  a  peculiar  spedes  of 
parrot  of  the  genus  Oyafun'Tuzmphus  allied  to  those  of  the 
Auckland  Isles  is  found  here,  and  it  is  the  species  which 
extends  farthest  from  the  tropics  of  the  entire  order  of 
parrots.  Macquarie  Island  is  a  fine  place  for  seals,  and 
is  only  visited  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  them. 

AKTiPonES  Island  is  really  a  small  group  of  rockj 
islands  wholly  of  volcanic  formation,  the  largest  more  than 
1000  feet  high,  and  having  lofty  perpendicular  cli£b  all 
round,  with  an  immense  cave  at  the  KW.  cape.  It  is 
covered  with  a  vegetation  of  long  grass,  fern,  or  scrub.  It 
lies  N.E.  from  Campbell  Island,  and  is  remarkable  as  being 
the  nearest  land  to  the  antipodes  of  London,  being  in 
S.  latitude  49''  42'  and  £.  longitude  lYS"*  43^  so  that  it 
is  really  the  antipodes  of  Cape  Barfleur,  a  little  east  of 
Cherbourg  and  about  sixty  miles  south  of  the  Isle  of 
Wight.  Campbell  Island  is  the  antipodes  of  a  point  off 
the  west  coast  of  Ireland  about  30  miles  west  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Shannon. 
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The  Chatham  Islands  are  situated  about  450  miles 
east  of  New  Zealand^  and  lie  a  little  to  the  south  of  Cook's 
Straits.  They  consist  of  three  islands,  the  largest  about 
25  miles  long,  but  of  a  very  irregular  semicircular  and 
branching  shape.  It  is  hilly,  but  not  lofty,  and  is  mostly 
of  volcanic  rock,  some  schist  with  quartz-reefs,  chalk, 
and  tertiary  limestone.  There  is  a  luxuriant  vegetation 
of  trees  and  shrubs,  with  much  boggy  land,  and  there  is 
a  good  deal  of  the  common  New  Zealand  fern.  The 
plants  are  generally  like  those  of  New  Zealand,  but  with 
many  peculiar  species  and  some  handsome  flowers.  There 
are  thirteen  species  of  true  land-birds,  eight  of  which  are 
New  Zealand  species,  and  five  distinct  but  allied  forms. 
The  natives  say  that  the  Apteryx  as  well  as  the  Kakapo 
parrot  (Stringops)  formerly  inhabited  the  island,  but  have 
been  destroyed  since  1835. 

The  first  discoverer  of  these  islands  was  Captain 
Broughton  in  1791.  He  found  an  indigenous  population, 
and  he  describes  them  as  a  cheerful  race,  full  of  mirth 
and  laughter,  and  dressed  in  sealskins  ormats.  In  1831 
a  European  ship  carried  about  800  New  Zealanders  to 
the  islands,  and  these  rapidly  exterminated  the  aborigines, 
80  that  ten  years  later,  in  1840,  Dr.  Diefifenbach  found 
only  90  living  beings  out  of  a  former  population  of  at 
least  1200.  These  people  were  called  Morioris.  They 
spoke  a  peculiar  language  allied  to  that  of  New  Zealand 
but  they  exhibited  considerable  physical  differences,  and 
it  is  not  improbable  that  they  were  the  result  of  a  mix- 
ture of  intruding  Polynesians  with  aborigines  of  a  lower 
type. 

At  present  the  islands  are  used  for  cattle  and  sheep- 
breeding  for  the  supply  of  whalers.  The  small  popula- 
tion of  about  200  persons  is  excessively  mixed,  and  is 
said  to  contain  examples  of  Morioris,  New  Zealanders, 
Kanakas    or     Sandwich    Islanders,    Negroes,    Chinese, 
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Spaniards,  Portuguese,   Danes,  Germans,  English,  LJah, 
Scotch,  and  Welsh. 

The  Kermadec  Islands  are  a  group  of  small  rocky 
or  mountainous  islands  to  the  north-east  of  New  Zealand, 
and  distant  from  it  about  500  miles.  The  laig^  is 
about  12  miles  in  circumference  and  1600  feet  high, 
rugged  and  covered  with  wood.  They  are  quite  unin- 
habited, and  are  chiefly  interesting  because,  from  their 
height  and  conspicuousness,  they  form  a  stepping^stoae 
midway  between  New  Zealand  and  Tongataboo,  and 
thus  render  it  easy  to  imdenrtand  how  successive  migi*- 
tions  of  Polynesians  might  have  reached  the  fonner 
island. 

Norfolk  Island  is  situated  nearly  midway  between 
New  Zealand  and  New  Caledonia,  and  about  900  miles 
east  of  Brisbane,  in  Australia.  It  is  not  quite  5  miles 
long,  with  an  average  width  of  2^  miles.  Mount  Pitt  at 
the  north-west  comer  is  1050  feet  high.  There  are 
precipitous  cliffs  round  the  greater  part  of  the  coaat,  and 
many  small  streams  fall  in  cascades  into  the  sea.  Theie 
are  no  harbours,  but  tolerable  landing-places  in  fine 
weather.  The  surface  is  generally  a  table-land  with 
numerous  guUeys,  and  is  covered  with  grass  sprinkled  in 
beautiful  park-like  fashion  with  white  oaks,  and  the  hand- 
some Norfolk  Island  pine  {Araucaria  exceUa),  which 
ofiben  exceeds  200  feet  high.  The  guUeys  and  slopes  of 
Motmt  Pitt  are  covered  with  a  thick  scrub,  with  tree-fetns 
and  guavas.  Phillip  Island,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  long,  hes 
three  and  a  half  miles  south  of  the  main  island,  is  neac^ 
as  high,  very  precipitous,  and  densely  wooded ;  and  there 
are  two  or  three  other  small  rocky  islets.  Norfolk 
Island  was  discovered  by  Captain  Cook  in  1774,  and 
now  forms  part  of  the  colony  of  New  South  Wales.  It 
is  a  beautiful  island,  and  its  climate  is  mild  and  unifoim 
when  compared  with  the  excessive  vicissitudes  of  tern- 
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peiatoie  experienced  in  Australia.  It  was  long  nsed  as 
a  penal  settlement,  and  has  been  brought  into  a  high 
state  of  cnltivation  by  convict  labour.  The  convict 
establishment  was,  however,  broken  np  in  1855,  and  in 
the  following  year  the  Pitcaim  Island  community  of  194 
persons  were  hnded  here.  The  island,  with  its  buildings, 
2000  sheep,  as  well  as  horses,  pigs,  and  poultry,  was 
given  to  them  by  the  British  Government  They  inhabit 
the  old  convict  town,  occupying  themselves  with  agricul- 
ture and  with  whale-fishing.  Forty  of  them  returned  to 
Pitcaim  Island,  and  the  remainder  have  increased  to 
about  300,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  be  no  more 
interfered  with,  and  as  far  as  possible  kept  from  the 
intrusion  of  other  colonists. 

Norfolk  Island  is  interesting  to  naturalists  for  its 
peculiar  birds.  It  has  fifteen  species  of  land-birds,  eight 
of  which  are  Australian,  while  three  are  peculiar  species  of 
Australian  genera ;  but  there  are  three  others  which  con- 
nect the  island  immistakably  with  New  Zealand.  These 
are  the  Nestor  prodttcttts,  which  formerly  inhabited  Phillip 
Island  but  is  now  said  to  be  extinct ;  a  fine  pairoquet, 
Cyanaramphus  rayneri;  and  a  remarkable  white  rail, 
Notomis  alba.  All  these  are  peculiar  New  Zealand  forms, 
and  two  of  them  would  be  quite  unable  to  pass  over  any 
great  width  of  ocean,  while  the  Australian  birds  are  mostly 
such  as  fly  well,  and  might  easily  have  migrated  to  the 
island.  This  sufficiently  explains  why,  although  the  great 
majority  of  its  birds  are  Australian,  yet  naturalists  con- 
sider this  group  of  islands  to  belong  really  to  the  New 
Zealand  zoological  district 

Lord  Howe's  Island  is  situated  S.S.W.  of  Norfolk 
Island,  and  nearly  midway  between  it  and  Australia,  yet 
this  too  should  be  classed  in  the  New  Zealand  group.  The 
island  is  mountainous  and  well  wooded,  Mount  Gower,  at 
its  southern  end,  rising  to  an  elevation  of  2830  feet     It 
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is  about  5^  mfles  long,  and  from  one-thiid  of  a  mile  to  a 
mile  and  a  half  wide.  It  is  of  volcanic  fonnation,  and  Uie 
low  land  is  said  to  be  veiy  fertile.  The  inhabitantB  are 
Europeans  or  Americans,  mostly  connected  with  whaling. 
They  vaiy  greatly  in  numbers,  so  that  while  in  1859 
there  were  300,  in  1869  there  were  only  35.  They 
supply  whaling  ships  with  pigs,  goato.  poultxy.  and  .rege- 
tablea  Most  of  the  birds  of  this  island  are  Australian; 
but  there  is  a  peculiar  wood-hen  of  the  New  Zealand 
genus  Ocyd/romus^  and  a  white  grotmd  bird  has  been  seoi, 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  IfoCamis  alba  or  an  allied 
species.  The  submerged  bank  on  which  New  Zealand 
stands  extends  almost  to  this  island,  whereas  a  deep  sea 
divides  it  fix)m  Australia. 


;1^ 
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OHAPTEE  XXVII. 

THE  COLONT  OF  NEW  ZEALAND. 

1.  Colonisation  and  PoptUation. 

New  Zealand  was  discovered  by  the  celebrated  Dutch 
navigator  Tasman  in  December  1642,  but  the  first  person 
who  carefdlly  examined  it  and  explored  its  coast  was 
Captain  Cook.  The  earliest  white  settlers  were  sailors 
from  whaling  ships  and  runaway  convicts  &om  New  South 
Wales.  Missions  were  first  established  among  the  natives 
in  1814,  and  from  this  time  traders  from  New  South 
Wales  began  to  frequent  the  islands  and  to  establish 
agencies  among  the  Maories.  The  country  had  been  for- 
mally taken  possession  of  by  England  as  early  as  1787, 
but  no  systematic  attempt  at  colonisation  was  made  for 
fifty  years,  when,  under  tiie  auspices  of  Lord  Durham,  the 
New  Zealand  Land  Company  was  formed,  and  in  1839 
the  first  batch  of  emigrants  arrived  under  Colonel  William 
Wakefield,  who  had  authority  to  purchase  land  and  select 
the  site  of  the  first  settlement  He  fixed  upon  Port  Nichol- 
son, on  the  northern  shores  of  Cook  Strait,  and  founded 
the  settlement  of  Wellington ;  and  1200  emigrants  arrived 
from  Great  Britahi  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Other 
settlements  were  soon  made  at  Auckland,  New  Plymouth, 
Nelson,  Otago,  and  Canterbury,  the  land  being  bought  by 
various  associations — as  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  in 
Otago  and  the  Church  of  England  in  Canterbury ;  but  in 
both  cases  financial  difficulties  obliged  the  parties  to  give 
up  their  grants  of  land  to  the  Crown. 
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The  stoiy  of  the  various  attempts  at  colonisation^  of 
the  disputes  with  the  natives  about  land,  and  of  the 
various  native  wars,  is  far  too  complex  and  involved  to 
be  entered  upon  here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that,  after  a  suc- 
cession of  treaties,  massacres,  skirmishes,  and  wars,  the 
country  ia  now  at  peace ;  and  the  rapidly  increasing  white 
population  will  probably  deter  the  yearly  diminishing 
Maories  from  making  any  further  attempts  to  resist  the 
wave  of  European  civilisation,  which  they  are  well  aware 
must  idtimately  overtake  thenu  The  growth  of  the  popu- 
lation, at  first  chiefly  by  immigration,  has  been  continuoTis 
and  steady.  In  1843  it  was  13,000 ;  in  1854,  32,500; 
in  1860  nearly  80,000;  in  1865,  190,000;  in  1871 
nearly  267,000;  and  in  1881  about  490,000.  The 
gold  discoveries  have  led  to  the  rapid  increase  of  the  last 
twelve  years,  and  this  reacts  upon  agriculture  and  in- 
dustry, 80  that  we  may  be  sure  the  progress  of  the  colony 
will  be  permanently  advanced  by  it  Inunigration  still 
goes  on,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
the  present  large  population  will  continue  to  grow  rapidly 
for  many  years  to  come. 

2.  Agricultural  and  Industrial  Pursuiis, 

The  climate  of  Kew  Zealand  is  throughout  favourable 
to  agriculture,  and  there  is  everywhere  a  fair  proportion 
of  rich  land,  though  this  is  more  abundant  in  the  North 
Island,  owing  to  the  greater  extent  of  decomposed  volcanic 
rocks.  About  one-third  of  the  surface  is  still  covered 
with  forests,  and  one-third  of  the  remainder  is  estimated 
to  be  fitted  for  agriculture,  the  rest  being  more  or  less 
suitable  for  pasturage.  Over  3,500,000  acres  are 
already  under  cultivation,  of  which  about  600,000  acres 
are  in  grain  crops.  Wheat  yields  on  an  average  28 
bushels  an  acre;  oats  and  barley  each  36  bushels.     More 


COLONY  OF  NEW  ZEALAND.  579 

than  100,000  tons  of  potatoes  are  grown  annually.  A 
large  quantity  of  butter  and  cheese  is  manufactured,  there 
being  over  half  a  million  of  cattle  in  the  colony.  Though 
not  very  favourable  for  wool,  a  large  quantity  is  produced, 
chiefly  in  the  South  Island,  and  its  value  in  1880  was 
£3,169,300.  Agricultural  machinery  is  largely  used, 
there  being,  in  1881,  34  steam-ploughs,  4829  reaping- 
machines,  and  985  threshing-machines. 

Kew  Zealand  is  most  favourably  situated  for  the 
growth  of  all  the  fruits  and  vegetables  of  the  temperate 
zone.  In  the  North  Island,  oranges,  lemons,  peaches, 
grapes,  figs,  and  melops,  thrive  luxuriantly ;  while  in  the 
South  Island  some  of  these,  as  well  as  every  out-of-door 
English  fruit,  arrive  at  perfection. 

Meat  preserving  is  one  of  the  important  industries, 
the  other  exports  being  mostly  raw  products  of  the  country. 
Thus,  in  1880,  the  chief  exports  were — gum  (a  resin  of 
the  Kauri  pine),  £242,817;  tallow,  £146,535;  timber, 
£51,958;  rabbit-skins,  valued  at  £66,976  ;  preserved 
meats,  £3  8,5  9 1 ;  and  phormium  (or  New  Zealand  flax), 
£15,617. 

In  minerals  New  Zealand,  though  late  in  the  field, 
now  almost  rivals  the  richest  colonies  of  Australia.  In 
1866  the  greatest  quantity  of  gold  was  produced — 
735,376  ounces,  of  the  value  of  £2,787,520,  since  which 
time  there  have  been  great  fluctuations.  In  1 8 73  its  value 
was  £2,013,410,  and  in  1880,  £1,220,263.  The  greatest 
quantity  is  found  in  Dunedin,  in  the  extreme  south,  and 
in  Auckland,  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  islands. 

No  other  metals  have  been  extensively  worked,  but 
there  is  much  mineral  riches  at  present  undeveloped. 
Silver  occurs  in  the  Auckland  gold-fields,  and  has  been 
exported  to  the  value  of  £54,000 ;  and  at  Mount  Bangi- 
toto  a  rich  silver  mine  has  been  opened.  Copper  exists, 
but  is  not  yet  worked  successfully ;  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  tin.     The  iron-sand  which  aboimds  on  some  of 
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the  coasts  smelts  into  a  fine  quality  of  iron.  Coal  is 
being  worked  at  several  places,  both  in  the  l^orth  and 
South  Islands,  and  some  of  it  is  of  as  good  quality  as 
that  of  New  South  Wales.  Petroleum  or  rock-oil  is  also 
found,  equal  to  that  obtained  from  the  United  States  and 
Canada ;  while  sulphur  abounds  in  some  of  the  volcanic 
districts  of  the  North  Island. 


8.  BaUroads  and  Communicationgi 

The  railway  system  of  New  Zealand  is  exceedingly 
well  developed,  no  less  than  1277  miles  being  open  for 
traffic  in  1881,  while  several  extensions  are  in  progress. 
The  lines  and  branches  are  very  numerous,  but  it  will 
suffice  here  to  state  generally  the  direction  and  length  of 
the  more  important. 

The  greatest  of  all  the  connected  lines  of  New  Zealand 
is  that  which  runs  along  the  eastern  coast  of  the  South 
Island  for  more  than  300  miles,  connecting  Christchurch 
and  Lyttelton  with  Dunedin,  Invercaigill,  and  Campbell* 
town  in  the  extreme  south.  From  Invercargill  a  northern 
branch  about  85  miles  long  connects  the  town  with 
Kingstown  on  the  beautiful  Wakatipu  lake.  Other  shcHrt 
lines  in  South  Island  are  from  Bnmner  to  Greymouih, 
from  Westport  to  Tepuru,  from  Nelson  to  Foxhill,  and 
from  Picton  to  Blenheim.  In  the  North  Island  are 
lines  from  Auckland  northward  17  miles,  and  Bou&r 
ward  100  miles;  in  the  southern  part  of  the  island, 
from  Napier  across  the  peninsula  to  Wellington  and 
Foxton,  with  a  western  branch  by  Wanganui  to  mwt 
the  line  from  New  Plymouth  to  Waitotara.  Besida 
the  railways,  several  thousand  miles  of  roads  of  various 
kinds  have  been  made,  especially  in  North  Island,  along 
which  there  is  an  extensive  coaching  system  connectiDg 
the  railways  with  all  the  chief  towns.     Monthly  mail- 
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steamers  pass  round  the  islands,  calling  at  all  the  chief 
ports,  while  ocean  steameis  sail  regularly  to  Melbourne 
and  Sydney,  to  Califomiay  and  to  Europa  A  small 
steamer  plies  from  Kingstown  to  Queenstown,  and  to  the 
head  of  Lake  Wakatipu. 

4.  Political  Divisions. 

New  Zealand  is  divided  into  nine  provinces — ^four  in 
the  North,  and  five  in  the  South  Island.  These  are  of 
very  unequal  size,  and  correspond,  to  some  extent,  with 
the  original  settlement  of  different  parts  of  the  islands. 
They  long  maintained  a  local  independence  analogous  to 
that  of  the  separate  States  of  the  American  Union ;  but 
since  1875  the  local  governments  have  been  abolished,  and 
the  whole  country  is  administered  as  one  undivided  colony. 
The  nine  provinces  are  now  termed  Provincial  Districts,  and 
are  divided  into  63  counties  for  purposes  of  local  govern- 
ment.^ As  the  provinces  differ  considerably  in  their 
physical  features,  and  will  long  be  referred  to  as  desig- 
nating the  best  known  and  most  easily  remembered 
divisions  of  the  countiy,  we  proceed  to  give  a  short 
sketch  of  each. 

^  The  names  of  the  comities  are  as  foUows: — In  North  Island  82, 
namely — Bay  of  Islands,  Coromandel,  Cook,  Eden,  East  Tanpo,  Hokianga, 
Hobson,  Hawke's  Bay,  Hntt,  Kawhia,  Mongonui,  Mannkan,  Mannwato, 
Patea,  Piato,  Raglan,  Bodney,  Bangitikei,  Thames,  Taranaki,  Tanranga, 
Whangarei,  Waitemata,  Waikato,  Waipa,  Whakatane,  Wairoa,  Wanganni, 
West  Tanpo,  Waipawa,  Wairarapa  East,  Wairarapa  West  In  the  Sonth 
Island  80,  namely — ^Amnri,  Ashley,  Akaroa,  Ashborton,  Boiler,  Brace, 
CoUingwood,  Cheviot,  Clntha,  Fiord,  Grey,  Geraldine,  Eaironrs,  Lake^ 
Mamatoto,  Marlborough,  Mangahna,  Peninsola,  Sounds,  Selwyn,  Sonth- 
land,  Taieri,  Tuapeka,  Vincent,  Wainea,  Waimate,  Westland,  Waitaki, 
Waikonaiti,  WaUace.  Stewart's  Island  forms  one  county  of  the  same 
name. 
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5.  Provincial  District  of  AucHand. 

The  province  of  Auckland  includes  the  northern  half 
of  North  Island,  and  is  about  half  as  hirge  as  England. 
Its  northern  portion  is  greatly  indented,  so  that  it  has 
an  extensive  coast-line ;  and  it  has  also  many  navigable 
rivers,  which  serve  to  bring  produce  from  the  interior. 
There  are  three  natural  divisions  of  the  province — the 
northern  peninsula,  the  east  coast,  and  the  Waikato 
country,  the  two  latter  being  principally  occupied  by 
natives.  The  land  is  either  a  red  volcanic  loam  or  a 
stifif  yellow  clay.  The  climate  is  very  mild,  correspond- 
ing to  that  of  Greece  or  Sicily.  The  celebrated  Kauri 
pine  is  found  only  in  this  province  and  is  largely  exported 
for  shipbuilding,  the  trees  being  sometimes  15  feet  in 
diameter  and  150  feet  high.  The  Kauri  gum,  already 
referred  to,  is  also  a  valuable  article  of  commerce.  One 
of  the  richest  gold  mines  in  Kew  Zealand  is  in  the  Thames 
valley  in  this  province.  A  remarkable  feature  of  Auck- 
land is  that  throughout  the  whole  of  its  great  extent  the 
settler  can  scarcely  go  twenty  miles  from  navigable  water 
either  salt  or  fresh.  The  surface  is  for  the  most  part 
broken  land,  with  low  hiUs  and  broad  valleys,  generally 
covered  with  dense  forest ;  and  there  are  numbers  of  vol- 
canic hills  and  craters,  as  well  as  magnificent  hot  springs, 
which  have  already  been  described.  Ferns  are  more 
abundant  and  varied  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  New 
Zealand. 

The  chief  towns  are :  Auckland  the  capital,  Tauranga, 
Havelock,  Ngaruawahia,  Shortland,  and  Grahamatown. 
Auckland  is  tiie  largest  city  in  New  Zealand,  and  was  for 
some  time  the  seat  of  government  It  is  situated  on  the 
southern  shores  of  Waitemata  Harbour,  while  on  the 
opposite  coast  Manukau  Harbour  penetrates  so  far  inland 
that  the  island  is  here  only  six  miles  wide,  and  in  one 
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place  only  a  mile.  The  city  is  pictxiresquely  situated, 
the  landscape  being  dotted  over  with  volcanic  cones, 
while  it  possesses  a  blending  of  land  and  water,  of  hill 
and  dale,  of  woody  heights  and  cultivated  lowlands,  that 
contributes  much  of  the  chann  to  natural  scenery.  An 
extinct  volcano.  Mount  Eden,  is  only  a  mile  from  the 
city,  and  its  summit  affords  the  best  view  of  the  numerous 
beauties  of  the  surrounding  country.  The  population  of 
the  town  and  suburbs  by  the  census  of  1881  is  37,777. 
The  only  other  towns  of  importance  are  Grahams- 
town,  in  the  Thames  mining  district,  with  2500,  and 
Shortland,  a  little  to  the  south  of  it,  with  3500  inhabitants. 

6.  Provincial  District  of  Taranahi, 

TaranaM,  formerly  called  New  Plymouth,  is  situated 
on  the  western  side  of  North  Island,  and  is  comparatively 
small,  having  a  seaboard  of  130  miles,  and  an  area  of 
a  little  over  two  million  acres.  Three-fourths  of  this  is 
dense  forest,  the  remainder,  except  where  cultivated,  being 
covered  with  fern  or  New  Zealand  flax.  The  titanifer- 
ous  iron-sand,  which  lies  from  two  to  five  feet  deep  along 
the  sea-beach,  is  the  only  ascertained  mineral  production 
of  the  province.  The  climate  is  moist,  and  there  are 
abundant  streams,  so  that  the  rich  volcanic  soil  thus 
watered  is  extremely  fertile.  The  great  natural  feature 
of  the  district  is  the  volcanic  cone  of  Mount  Egmont, 
which  rises  to  a  height  of  8270  feet,  terminating  in  an 
acute  snow-covered  summit.  Its  slopes  are  finely  tim- 
bered, but  are  mostly  held  by  native  tribes. 

The  town  of  New  Plymouth  is  small,  but  pic* 
turesquely  situated  on  the  sea-shore,  almost  at  the  foot 
of  the  noble  mountain  of  Taranaki  (or  Mount  Egmont), 
the  summit  of  which  is  about  eighteen  miles  distant. 
Its  population  is  3326,  and  that  of  the  whole  province 
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14,639.  In  1878  the  population  was  only  9,463,  so 
that  considerable  immigtation  into  this  district  must 
recently  have  taken  place. 

7.  Provincial  District  of  Sawke^s  Bay. 

This  province  is  about  the  same  size  as  Taranaki,  and 
is  situated  exactly  opposite  to  it  on  the  east  coast  It 
consists  of  rich  alluvial  plains  and  undulating  hills,  risrng 
gradually  from  the  sea  towards  the  Buahine  mountains, 
which  form  its  western  boundaiy.  There  are  extensive 
forests  with  valuable  timber ;  and  the  Ahurri  plains  to 
the  south  of  Napier,  80,000  acres  in  extent,  form  an  agii- 
cultural  district  of  unsurpassed  productiveness,  whoe 
crops  of  all  kinds  can  be  grown  in  the  highest  perfection 
without  manure.  The  northern  part  of  the  province  is 
considered  the  best  in  New  Zealand  for  sheep,  which  are 
fed  on  lands  sown  with  English  grasses.  On  the  coast 
vines  are  grown.  The  capital  town,  Napier,  has  a  popu- 
lation of  5756,  and  the  province  about  15,000.  It  is 
situated  on  a  peninsula  in  the  estuaiy  of  the  rivers  Esk 
and  Tutaekuri,  and  has  a  fair  harbour.  Wool  is  the  chief 
product  of  the  district. 

8.  ProviTicial  District  of  WeUington. 

The  province  of  Wellington  occupies  the  soutlLen 
part  of  the  North  Island,  and  is  nearly  half  as  lai^  ss 
Auckland,  containing  about  7,200,000  acres,  with  a 
population  of  61,049.  It  is  mostly  undulating  and  hiUy, 
with  two  parallel  ranges  of  mountains  in  the  south,  aitl 
in  the  north  the  lofty  Mount  Buapehu,  9195  feet  >iigK 
and  the  active  volcano  of  Tongariro.  There  are  manj 
fertile  valleys,  with  abundance  of  good  agricultural  and 
grazing  land,  while  the  hills  are  covered  with  splendid 
forests.     Wheat  and  oats  are  laigely  grown,  and  sheep- 
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fanning  is  also  pretty  extensively  practised,  the  principal 
exports  being  wool,  timber,  gum,  and  tallow.  Welling- 
ton, the  chief  town,  is  now  the  capital  of  the  whole  of 
New  Zealand,  a  dignity  it  owes  to  its  central  position  at 
the  narrowest  part  of  Cook's  Strait  It  is  situated  on  the 
western  side  of  Fort  Nicholson,  which  foims  a  spacious 
harbour,  with  docks  capable  of  accommodating  vessels  of 
2000  tons  burden.  The  city  has  about  20,000  inhabit* 
ants,  having  much  increased  in  the  last  five  years.  It  is 
built  wholly  of  wood,  and  must  continue  to  be  so  built 
owing  to  tiie  prevalence  of  earthquakes  in  the  district. 
In  1848  the  town  was  almost  destroyed,  and  there  was 
such  a  panic  that  the  place  was  near  being  deserted. 
The  only  other  town  of  importance  is  Wanganui  (4643), 
situated  134  miles  north  of  Wellington,  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  of  the  same  name.  It  is  the  outlet  for  the 
products  of  a  considerable  agricultural  and  pastoral 
district 

9.  Provincial  District  of  Nelson. 

Nelson  is  the  most  northern  province  of  the  South 
Island,  and  extends  160  miles  along  the  north-west  coast 
The  country  is  generally  more  rugged  and  mountainous 
than  in  any  other  province  of  equal  area.  The  scenery 
is  grand,  with  forest,  lake,  and  valley,  and  the  mountains 
are  very  lofty,  that  called  Mount  Franklin  being  estimated 
at  10,000  feet  elevation.  The  climate  is  deUghtful,  and 
agriculture  is  very  successful  in  many  of  the  valleys, 
which  are  exceedingly  rich  and  fertile;  but  the  great 
wealth  of  Nelson  lies  in  its  minerals,  which  are  abundant 
and  varied,  and  not  surpassed  in  any  other  part  of  New 
Zealand.  There  are  extensive  beds  of  fine  iron  ore,  coal, 
limestone,  chrome  ore,  lead  and  copper  ores,  with  gold 
both  alluvial  and  quartz.  Near  Collingwood,  in  Massacre 
Bay,  a  tunnel  has  been  made  more  than  1000  feet  long. 
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which  has  cut  nine  seams  of  coal  of  a  total  thickness  of 
16  feet  Four  of  these  will  be  worked,  some  of  them  in 
conjunction  with  layers  of  ironstona  The  quality  of  the 
coal  is  excellent. 

Nelson,  the  capital,  is  a  city  of  about  7000  inhabit- 
ants, pleasantly  situated  on  the  shores  of  a  small  harboi]r 
at  the  bottom  of  Blind  Bay.  Mr.  Anthony  TroUope  says 
of  it — "  The  site  is,  I  think,  as  lovely  as  that  of  any  to^m 
I  ever  saw.  Merely  to  breathe  there,  and  to  dream,  and 
to  look  around)  was  a  delight  Eveiy  house  was  neat  and 
pretty.  The  summer  heats  are  not  greats  and  all  English 
fruits  and  giass  and  shrubs  grow  at  Nelson  with  more 
than  English  profusion*" 

10.  Provincial  District  of  Marlborouffh. 

This  province  is  situated  in  the  north-east  comer  d 
South  Island,  and  is  scarcely  larger  than  Taranaki  or 
Hawke's  Bay.  It  consists  of  a  succession  of  parallel 
valleys  and  mountain  ranges,  the  latter  heavily  timbered, 
and  the  former  well  suited  either  for  agriculture  or 
pasturaga  The  soil  is  often  very  fertile,  the  valley  d 
the  Wairau  being  an  extensive  plain  of  rich  loamy  land 
The  scenery  is  beautiful  and  often  grand.  Felorus  Sound 
in  the  north  presents  an  aspect  perhaps  unequalled  for 
varied  and  romantic  grandeur,  resembling  in  some  respects 
the  lochs  of  Scotland ;  while  the  finely-wooded  slopes  and 
clear  running  streams  of  the  interior  recall  the  picturesqi^ 
seclusion  of  some  Devonshire  valleys.  The  population  of 
the  province  is  something  over  9000.  There  is  some 
gold  in  the  Wakameuma  Valley,  but  wool  and  the  timber 
trade  are  the  most  important  industries. 

Picton,  the  chief  port  of  Marlborough,  and  formerly 
the  capital,  is  a  small  place  of  about  800  inhabitants^ 
situated  at  the  head  of  Queen  Charlotte  Sound  in  one  of 
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the  best  and  safest  harbours  in  the  colony.  It  is  a  pretty, 
picturesque,  straggling  town,  lying  pressed  in  between  the 
mountains  and  the  sea.  It  is  surrounded  with  bright 
green  fields,  and  has  for  immediate  background  some  of 
the  finest  scenery  in  New  Zealand;  and  it  enjoys  a 
delightful  climate,  producing  all  English  fruits  and  flowers 
in  rich  abundance. 

Blenheim,  the  capital,  eighteen  miles  south  of  Picton, 
is  a  somewhat  more  important  town,  having  a  population 
of  about  1700.  It  is  situated  on  the  Wairau  Biver  not 
far  from  the  coast,  and  is  connected  with  Picton  by  a 
railway. 

11.  Provincial  District  of  Canterbury. 

The  province  of  Canterbury  occupies  the  central 
portion  of  the  South  Island,  from  the  east  coast  up  to 
the  Southern  Alps,  its  coast-line  being  about  200  miles 
long.  About  one-third  of  its  area  is  a  vast  plain, 
sloping  gently  down  from  the  mountain  ranges  to  the 
sea,  forming  the  celebrated  Canterbury  Plains.  This 
province  is  most  favourably  circumstanced  for  wheat* 
growing  and  stock-breeding ;  in  a  word,  for  the  produc* 
tion  of  cereals,  meat,  and  wool,  the  chief  conditions  for 
the  prosperity  of  a  young  country.  Here  the  climate, 
while  less  mild  and  uniform  than  in  the  more  sheltered 
province  of  Nelson,  is  exceptionally  favourable  to  cattle- 
farming,  as  well  as  to  the  growth  of  European  plants  and 
to  the  health  of  the  settlers.  It  resembles,  in  this  respect, 
the  best  English  climate,  though  drier,  free  from  fogs,  and 
far  less  exposed  to  winter  firosts.  This  region  enjoys  the 
cool  and  healthy  breezes  from  the  snowy  ranges  of  the 
interior  and  from  the  polar  icebergs.  The  atmosphere  is 
doubtless  always  agitated,  the  phenomenon  of  a  perfect 
calm  being  here  unknown,  yet  the  efTect,  so  far  from  being 
injurious,  is  actually  beneficial  in  strengthening  the  ner- 
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voufl  systeiiL  European  domestic  aninialB  and  vegetable 
products  flouiish  and  inciease  with  eztraoidinaiy  rapid- 
ity,  while  the  feitQe  soil  rewards  the  labourer's  care  to 
a  really  wonderful  extent  Owing  to  the  goodness  of  the 
natural  pastures,  here  is  the  great  sheep  district  of  the 
colony,  and  this  gave  a  considerable  amount  of  prosperity 
to  the  island  before  any  gold  discoveries  had  been  thought 
of  The  chief  industrial  products  are  wool  and  grain; 
but  besides  these  there  is  a  large  export  trade  in  flax, 
provisions,  skins,  leather,  and  dairy  produce.  Silk  is  also 
produced  in  some  parts  which  are  suited  to  the  growth 
of  the  mulberry  tree. 

Christchurch^  the  capital  town,  is  situated  on  the 
river  Avon,  about  eight  miles  fix)m  the  port  of  Lyttelton, 
with  which  it  is  connected  by  a  railway  tunnelled  throng 
a  hill  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two  miles,  at  a  cost  of 
£200,000.  The  city  is  situated  in  a  level  country  of  an 
especially  English  .aspect,  the  land  being  divided  into 
small  English-looking  fields,  with  Eoglish  grasses  and 
English  hedges.  It  has  many  fine  houses  and  elegant 
villas,  and  the  Grovemment  buildings,  built  of  stone  in  the 
Gothic  style,  resemble  some  of  our  university  oolleges. 
The  Museum  contains  a  wonderful  collection  of  skeletons 
of  the  extinct  moas,  the  gigantic  wingless  birds  whidi 
once  inhabited  New  Zealand.  The  population  of  C!hiist- 
church  is  15,214.  Littleton  has  about  4000 ;  Timaru, 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  province,  3900  ;  and  E^aiapoi, 
twelve  miles  north  of  Christchurch,  1083. 

12.  Provincial  District  of  Westland. 

This  once  formed  part  of  Canterbury,  from  which  it  is 
divided  by  the  almost  impassable  chain  of  the  Southern 
Alps,  It  is  a  long,  narrow  strip  of  country,  about  200 
miles  by  30  wide,  rising  steeply  towards  the  mountainous 
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interior.  It  is  well  wooded,  and  all  the  rivers  abound  in 
fish ;  but  it  is  chiefly  celebrated  for  its  rich  gold-fields, 
which  have  drawn  to  it  a  great  influx  of  population.  The 
diggings  are  principally  alluvial,  and  are  often  of  great 
depth ;  but  quartz  lodes  have  also  been  found,  and  give 
the  prospect  of  a  permanent  gold-field.  It  is  here  that 
the  sands  on  the  sea-shore  are  impregnated  with  gold» 
often  to  such  an  extent  as  to  pay  for  washing  them. 
Besides  gold,  there  are  coal,  lead,  and  silver  ores,  copper, 
iron,  and  tin ;  but  none  of  these  have  yet  been  systemati- 
cally worked.  The  population  of  the  province  in  1877 
was  17,000,  but  in  1881  it  was  only  14,779,  showing  a 
decrease  of  the  mining  population.  Hokitika,  the  capital, 
has  about  4000  inhabitants.  Having  no  harbour,  it  is 
sometimes  difiicult  of  access. 

13.  Fravincial  District  of  Oiago, 

Otago  occupies  the  whole  southern  extremity  of  New 
Zealand,  and  though  one  of  the  youngest  of  the  settle- 
ments, bids  fair  to  become  the  most  important  It  has 
grand  mountains  with  glaciers  and  alpine  lakes,  noble 
forests,  lofty  downs  suitable  for  sheep-grazing,  and  fertile 
lowlands  well  adapted  for  agriculture.  On  the  west 
coast  are  a  series  of  deep  inlets  resembling  the  fiords  of 
Norway,  while  its  mountains  rise  to  more  than  9000  feet 
above  the  sea.  Gold  was  discovered  in  1861,  and 
numerous  gold-fields  have  since  been  opened  over  a  large 
area,  including  both  alluvial  deposits  and  quartz  veins. 
Up  to  1881  gold  to  the  value  of  more  than  15  miUions 
sterling  has  been  exported. 

Dunedin,  the  capital  of  the  province,  and  the  most 
important  commercial  city  in  the  colony,  is  picturesquely 
situated  on  a  bay  running  nine  miles  inland  from  Port 
Chalmers.  Mr.  Anthony  Trollope  says  that  "  Dunedin  is 
a  remarkably  handsome  town,  and,  when  its  age  is  consi- 

2q 
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dered,  a  town  which  may  be  said  to  be  remarkable  in 
every  way.  The  main  street  has  no  look  of  newnes 
about  it  The  houses  are  well  built;  and  the  public 
buildings,  banks,  and  churches  are  large,  commodious,  and 
ornamental/'  It  has  Botanical  and  Acclimatisation 
Society's  Gardens,  with  cricket-grounds  and  a  race-course, 
and  is  encircled  by  a  reserve  called  the  Town  Belt,  throu^ 
which  a  carriage  drive  is  being  mada  The  population 
in  1881  was  24,377 ;  but  with  the  suburbs  42,802,  and 
that  of  the  whole  province  135,418.  Other  import- 
ant towns  are  Invercargill,  formerly  the  capital  of  South- 
land, with  4592  inhabitants;  Port  Chalmers,  with  1827 
inhabitants ;  and  Oamaru,  in  the  north  of  the  province, 
with  6090. 

14.   CfovemmeTU,  £ducati<m,  Sdigien,  etc 

New  Zealand  possesses  a  constitutional  government 
similar  to  that  of  some  of  the  Australian  colonies.  It 
consists  of  a  Governor  appointed  by  the  Crown,  an  Execu- 
tive Ministry,  and  a  Parliament  of  two  Chambers.  The 
Legislative  Council  consists  of  45  members  appointed  br 
the  Crown  for  life.  The  House  of  Representatives  con- 
sists of  88  members — 32  for  the  North  Island,  52  for  tbe 
South  Island,  and  4  Maori  members — the  term  of  office 
being  five  years,  and  the  members  being  paid  £157 :  10s. 
each  session  for  expenses.  The  qualification,  both  for  voters 
and  candidates,  is  a  £5  country  or  a  £10  town  rental,  or 
a  freehold  worth  £5  0,  so  that  it  amounts  practically  to 
household  suffirage. 

Education  is  admirably  provided  for  in  this  colonj. 
By  an  Education  Bill,  passed  in  1877,  public  schools  are 
provided,  a  capitation  fee  of  ten  shillings  per  child  beii^ 
paid,  or  £2  for  a  family.  State  aid  is  also  given  to 
national  and  denominational  schools.  The  higher  educa- 
tion is  of  a  superior  kind,  and  most  liberally  endowed 
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There  is  a  imiveisity,  with  a  royal  charter,  whose  degrees 
rank  as  equal  to  those  of  English  universities.  The 
Canterbury  College  has  an  endowment  of  350,000  acres 
of  land,  judiciously  selected  in  yaiious  districts,  and  pro* 
ducing  a  rental  of  several  thousands  per  annum.  In 
addition  there  are  other  landed  endowments  for  education, 
including  elementary  and  science  schools,  a  museum  and 
library,  a  college  of  agriculture,  and  a  normal  school  for 
the  instruction  of  teachers.  At  Dunedin  there  is  a 
university,  or  more  properly  a  college,  on  which  200,000 
acres  of  land  have  been  settled,  while  the  buildings  have 
already  cost  £30,000.  There  is  also  a  school  of  art, 
a  boys'  and  girls'  high  school,  and  district  grammar 
schools,  besides  athenaeums  and  public  libraries  in  almost 
all  the  coimtry  towns  and  villages.  In  the  provinces  of 
Wellington,  Nelson,  and  Auckland,  there  are  also  colleges 
affiliated  to  the  University  of  New  Zealand,  with  ample 
provision  for  elementary  instruction.  This  general  dis- 
semination of  knowledge  will  assuredly  produce  good 
fruits  in  a  people  able  to  conduct  their  own  affairs  with 
skill  and  discretion,  and  gives  promise  of  a  bright  future 
for  what  has  well  been  termed  the  Great  Britain  of  the 
south. 

EeHgion  in  New  Zealand  is  altogether  free  and  in- 
dependent  of  State  control,  except  that  all  ministers  are 
r^stered,  so  that  they  may  legally  perform  the  marriage- 
ceremony.  The  Church  of  England  is  the  most  numerous 
in  adherents,  having  172  churches.  It  has  six  bishops, 
residing  at  Auckland,  Napier,  Wellington,  Nekon,  Christ- 
church,  and  Dunedin.  The  Presbyterians  rank  next  in 
order,  having  125  churches.  Then  follow  Boman 
Catholics,  Wesleyans,  and  in  very  much  smaller  numbers 
almost  aU  the  other  sects  and  religions  professed  by 
civilised  people.  Dividing  the  population  into  Protest- 
ants and  Soman  Catholics,  which  together  include  the 
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great  majority,  the  fonner  number  380,291>  the  latter, 
induding  the  Greek  Church,  58,881 ;  while  Chinese 
and  other  pagans  amount  to  4764.  These  numbers  are 
according  to  the  census  of  1878,  the  latest  of  which  the 
details  are  published. 
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PHILOLOGY  AND  ETHNOLOGY  OF  THE 
INTEEOCEANIC  EACES. 

By  A  H  EsANS. 

1.  Area. 

The  region  here  dealt  with  compriBes  roughly,  and  almost  exclu- 
sively, the  Indian  and  Pacific  Oceans,  and  is  therefore  limited  west 
and  east  by  the  African  and  American  Continents,  north  by  the 
south  Asiatic  seaboard,  reaching  farther  east  northwards  to  Bering 
Strait,  while  merging  southwards  with  the  Antarctic  Ocean.  It 
will  further  include  the  peninsula  of  Malacca,  on  the  Asiatic 
mainland,  which  belongs  ethnically  to  this  domain;  but  will,  on 
the  other  hand,  exclude  Ceylon ;  all  the  Chinese  Islands  except 
Formosa;  the  Japanese,  Kurile,  Aleutian  Archipelagoes;  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  Queen  Charlotte,  Vancouver,  Qalapagos,  and  other  groups 
belonging  both  geographically  and  ethnically  to  the  Asiatic  and 
American  continents.  Its  extreme  eastern  and  western  limits  come 
thus  to  be  marked  by  Madagascar  and  Easter  Island  (45'  E.-110° 
W.  long),  its  northern  and  southern  by  Hawaii  and  New  Zealand 
(23'»N.-46''S.lat). 

2.  Dark  and  Brown  Types. 

Here  we  find  ourselves  in  the  presence  of  at  least  four  funda- 
mentally distinct  stocks,  or  at  least  which  must  for  the  present  be 
r^arded  as  such.  Of  tiiese,  three  are  of  a  distinctly  dark  type, 
the  fourth  of  a  lighter  complexion,  variously  described  as  brown, 
olive,  or  yellowish  brown,  cinnamon,  but  generally  of  some  more  or 
less  deep  brown  or  ruddy-brown  shade.  Of  this  lighter  stock, 
again,  there  are  three  great  divisions,  thus  yielding  altogether  six 
main  Rroups  for  the  whole  area.     To  these  broad  divisionS|  based 
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on  physical  oonsideratioiifl,  the  philological  danificatioii  here  adopted 
correspondB  on  the  whole  veiy  &irly.  •  In  other  words,  the  tfaiee 
dark  races,  of  radically  distinct  physical  ^n[>e8,  speak  langnaga 
which  also  helong  to  radically  distinct  lingaistic  types,  while  the 
three  hranches  of  the  hrown  stock  are  fundamentally  one  in  Bpeed^ 
no  less,  or  rather  more  decidedly,  than  in  physiqne. 

3.  Nommdatwe, 

Nevertheless,  the  mutual  affinities  and  migrations,  as  wdlai 
the  most  suitable  ooUective  names  of  all  these  various  races,  hsTe 
occasioned  much  controversy,  many  points  of  which  remain  tidSl  to 
be  decided.  Hence,  before  proceeding  to  their  definite  daasifiea- 
tion,  it  may  be  well  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  question  of  tbdr 
nomenelature,  and,  where  necessary,  in  vindication  or  ezplanatioa 
of  the  terminology  here  adopted.  A  paper  on  the  subject  to 
read  before  the  Anthropological  Institute,  on  January  7,  1879,  tj 
Rev.  S.  J.  Whitmee,  advocating  certain  innovations  or  reforms 
proposed  jointly  by  himself  and  the  writer.  In  the  discussion  tb^ 
ensued,  although  no  practical  result  was  arrived  at,  some  of  these 
changes  were  favourably  received,  and  although  others  were  ks 
fortunate,  it  was  generally  admitted  that  a  reformation  of  bodk 
kind  was  much  needed. 

4.  IfUeTouanio — Negriio. 

On  that  occasion,  the  term  IiUerocumio  was  suggested,  wa&  b 
here  retained  as  perhaps  the  most  appropriate  collective  name  under 
which  to  group  all  the  races  in  question.  AudmUman  is  obvioo^ 
defective,  while  Oceanic,  being  conmionly  restricted  to  the  Paak^ 
seems  to  exclude  the  Indian  Ocean,  which  is  conveniently  indadsd 
under  the  fuller  form  of  /ittefo^eantic. 

For  the  three  dark  races  the  terms  Awirai^  Negrito^  and  Petite 
are  selected,  without  excluding  Melanesian  as  a  good  alternative  &r 
one  branch  of  the  last-named,  as  will  be  seen  further  on.  Anslnl 
calls  for  no  special  remark,  beiug  obviously  the  most  fitdif 
name  for  all  the  aborigines  of  Australia,  whether  comprising  oee 
or  more  types,  as  some  suspect  Under  this  head  will  also  be  is- 
eluded  the  Tasmanians,  although  many  distinguished  anthn^xdogisli 
seem  inclined  to  group  that  extinct  race  with  the  Melanesiaim. 

Nor  need  much  be  said  regarding  the  term  Negrito,  «.&  ^Ut& 
Negro,"  long  applied  by  the  Spaniards  to  the  daik  dwaifidi  tnbs 
in  the  interior  of  Luzon,  and  some  others  of  the  Philippine  Iskodi 
Here  it  will  be  extended  to  the  dwarfish  negroid  tribes  in  tbe 
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Andaman  Ldanda  and  interior  of  Malacca,  bat  to  no  others.  These 
three  seem  mutually  connected,  and  are  in  all  probability  the  last 
scattered  remnants  of  an  autochthonous  dwarfish  race  formerly 
diffused  over  the  Eastern  Archipelago  and  adjacent  Asiatic  seaboard 
Those  of  the  Philippines  are  the  Aitas,  Aitas,  or  Itoi  of  Spanish 
writers,  a  term  in  Tagala  meaning  iiodb,  and  being  the  same  as  the 

Malay  JtljJb  (hdtam).  The  Negritos  of  the  Andaman  islands  oc- 
cupy the  whole  group,  and  are  divided  into  a  large  number  of  tribes 
aftea  collectively  known  as  Afincoptet,  a  term  here  consequently 
retained  for  that  branch  of  the  race.    For  the  same  reason  the  Malay 


term  ^^  »  Samang  will  comprise  the  Bilas  and  other  Negritos 
of  the  peninsula  of  Malacca. 

5.  FapHa — Alfuro* 

For  the  third  dark  race  the  long-establiBhed  Pap4a  seems  in 
every  way  preferable  to  Mdaneaian,     It  is  descriptive  of  the  frizzly 

hair  (Malay  yyo  ^spapHwah),  perhaps  on  the  whole  the  most 

marked  physical  characteristic  of  this  race,  which  is  now  known  to 
exist  either  in  a  pure  state  or  mixed  with  other  elements,  in  all 
the  islands  stretching  from  about  the  meridian  of  Floris  eastwards 
to  Fgi  The  term  will  here  accordingly  receive  its  legitimate  ex- 
tension under  the  forms  of  Sub-Papilan,  East  and  West,  so  as  to 
embrace  the  whole  of  this  area  in  the  way  more  fuUy  set  forth 
farther  on. 

This  convenient  application  of  the  word  will  have  the  further 
advantage  of  enabling  us  to  dispense  with  the  obnoxious  term 
AlJurOf  which,  as  popularly  used,  is  as  meaningless  as  it  is  mischie- 
vous.^   Whatever  its  origin,  for  which  there  are  some  half-dozen 

^  A  cnrioiu  illaatretion  of  the  confasion  caused  by  this  word  is  afforded  by 
R.  N.  Cost's  remarks  on  the  subject  in  his  Sketch  of  the  Modem  Jjanguagea 
o/ihe  East  Indies  (1878),  at  p.  146,  where  he  makes  a  distinct  group  caUed 
''Alfurese-Negrito.  Under  Negrito  he  evidently  includes  both  the  true 
Negritos  and  the  Pap{ians,  and  the  Alfurese  he  regards  as  "  totally  distinct 
from  the  brown  Malay  and  black  Negrito."  Yet  he  here  couples  them  with  the 
Negritos,  adding  that  *'  they  are  wild,  savage,  pagan  head-hunters,"  and  that 
the  word  "is  written  Alfora,  or  Haiafora,  or  Ton^a."  There  are  certainly 
many  forms  of  the  word,  but  it  will  take  a  large  amount  of  credulity  to  accept 
Turaja  as  one  of  them.  There  is  a  fierce  wild  tribe  in  the  very  heart  of 
Celebes  known  by  this  name,  and  who  would  be  naturally  spoken  of  by  some 
writers  as  also  "  Alfuros,"  hence  possibly  the  confusion.  It  may  be  added  that 
the  languages  described  as  "  Negrito- Aifurese,"  are  nearly  sub-Malayan,  and 
in  some  cases  sub-Papfian  idioms  spoken  in  some  districts  and  villages,  diiefly 
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claimants^  and  whatever  its  oorreet  form,  for  there  are  at  leasta 
doaeii  different  varietiee,  Alfuro  is  a  word  whidi  can  no  knger 
have  a  place  in  the  vocabohiry  of  the  scientific  ethnol<^p8t  In  the 
month  of  the  Malaya  it  never  had  any  distinct  ethnical  significance^ 
and  has  always  been  used  by  them  simply  to  designate  the  ncm- 
Malay,  or  rather  we  should  say,  the  non-Mohammedan  and  heathen 
tribes  in  Ceram,  Buro,  Floris,  Jiiolo,  and  other  £ast  Indian  iriaodi 
occupying  a  lower  stage  of  civilisation  than  themselvea  Thoa^ 
0.  B.  H.  von  Rosenberg,  in  his  Malayisehe  ArdUpd  (Leipii^ 
1879),  speaks  pamm  of  Alfuros  in  contradistinctitm  not  to  MalajB, 
Papuans,  or  other  races,  but  simply  to  Moslem  and  Christian,  as  it 
p.  26  of  part  IL :  '^  26  villages  stretch  along  the  coast  [of  Ceram],  d 
which  5  are  inhabited  by  Christians,  3  by  Mohammedans,  15  ly 
Alfuros,  while  13  have  a  mixed  population."  This  passage  msj 
also  serve  to  explode  the  popular  idea  that  the  Alfuros  were  the 
aborigines  of  these  islands,  driven  into  the  interior  by  the  non- 
Malay  invaders,  for  they  are  here  represented  as  dwelling  on  the 
coast,  peacefully  intermingled  with  their  Moslem  and  Christaan 
kinsfolk.  In  fiEtct,  Alfuro,  as  Dr.  Hamy  and  other  French  antbnv 
pologists  are  beginning  to  perceive,  means  practicallj  notiuDf 
more  than  non- Mohammedan,  rude,  uncultured,  free,  independent; 
thus  corresponding  somewhat  to  the  words  paganus  »  villager, 
rustic,  non-Christian,  heathen  «  dweller  on  the  heath,  idolater, 
etc.,  as  used  by  the  early  Christians.  Hence  Alfuro,  lacking  all 
ethnical  significance,  can  have  no  place  in  our  classification. 

6.  MakLyo-Polynesian — Indo-Pacific — Mikronesian — Makofi 

The  three  dark  races,  being,  as  stated,  fundamentallj  distinct, 
can  have  no  common  collective  designation.  But  the  three  brown 
races,  forming  one  ethnical,  or  at  least  one  linguistic  family,  reqnin 
to  be  grouped  together  by  some  common  appellation.  Humboldfs 
*'  Malayo-Polynesian,"  though  still  in  current  use,  is  generally  fdt 
to  be  so  unsatisfactory  that  it  holds  its  ground  only  for  want  of  s 
better  expression.  Polynesian  itself  is  hopelessly  vague,  embradi^ 
such  fundamentally  distinct  types  as,  for  instance,  those  of  tbe 
Samoan  and  Solomon  groups.  Popularly  it  comes  to  be  synony- 
mous with  ''  South-Sea  Islanders,''  to  which  no  definite  sdentifie 

in  Minahasa,  N..  Celebes.  In  other  respects  the  chapter  on  the  **  Malajia 
Family  "  is  singularly  defective.  Thus,  under  the  heading  "  Philippine,  *'  there 
are  gi^n  twelve  languages  only,  and  no  dialects.  Bat  F.  Jagor  (Travdsitttkf. 
PhOippiiua^  1875)  quotes  at  p.  49  from  a  work  of  Barentes,  the  names  of  to 
less  than  twenty-seven  distinct  languages  officially  recognised,  besides  which 
there  are  dialects  innumerable  spoken  both  by  the  Malayan  and  Negzito 
wild  tribes.    See  General  Scheme  of  Philippine  languages,  p.  tf23. 
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meftning  can  be  attached.  The  compound  term  is  still  more  objeo- 
tionable,  as  positively  misguiding  and  calculated  to  countenance 
the  vulgar  error  that  the  Pacific  or  eastern  branch  is  somehow 
affected  by,  or  largely  made  up  of,  Malayan  elements.  Hence 
Malayo-Polynesian  cannot  continue  much  longer  in  use,  and  it  is 
satisfactoiy  to  find  that  it  has  already  been  discarded  by  the  dis- 
tinguished editor  of  the  present  work.  At  the  meeting  above 
referred  to,  the  expression  "  Indo- Pacific,"  proposed  by  this  writer 
as  a  substitute,  seemed  to  meet  with  general  favour,  and  is  here 
provisionally  adopted.  It  has  the  advantage  of  indicating  with 
some  precision  the  habitat  of  thiB  great  linguistic  fiimily,  and  is  at 
least  far  more  accurate  than  the  parallel  expression  Indo-European^ 
commonly  accepted  as  the  collective  name  of  the  Aryan  races.  In 
the  two  forms,  however,  the  first  component  bears,  of  course, 
different  meanings,  in  Indo-Pacific  referring  to  the  Indian  Ocean, 
and  in  Indo-European  to  the  Indian  mainland,  or  rather,  to  the 
northern  portion  of  it 

For  the  western  branch  of  the  £umly  there  is  fortunately  no 
need  of  making  any  changa  The  national  name  Malay  meets  all 
requirements,  and  is  aU  the  better  that  its  origin  is  lost^  For  the 
two  divisions  of  the  western  or  Polynesian  branch,  good  collective 
names  are  much  needed.  The  term  Mikroneeian,  conventionally 
applied  to  the  north-western  group,  is  here  provisionally  retained ; 
and  Banken's  Mahori  having  been  accepted  by  the  editor  as  equi- 
valent to  Polynesian,  and  as  an  alternative  name  for  the  large 
brown  races  of  the  eastern  archipelagoes,  this  term,  however 
otherwise  objectionable,  is  here  also  adopted  for  the  sake  of  uni- 
formity. 

7.  ComparcUive  Table  of  Physical  Characteristics. 

The  outward  and  mental  qualities  of  all  these  races  have  been 
so  ably  described  by  the  editor  of  this  work,  than  whom  no  one 
can  speak  with  greater  authority  on  the  subject,  that  any  further 
account  would  necessarily  involve  much  needless  repetition.  The 
subjoined  comparative  table,  however,  of  their  more  salient  physi- 
cal characteristics,  slightly  supplemented  from  Professor  Flower's 
excellent  monograph  on  The  Native  Baees  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  (p.  51), 
may  be  found  useful : — 

^  The  attempt  to  connect  it  with  the  Javanese  m-laytt,  "to  mn,"  ''to 
flee,"  will  not  bear  diBcnssion.  Being  a  verb,  it  oonld  not  mean  "  fogittre,*' 
as  some  have  supposed  ;  nor  is  it  credible  that  a  people  would  either  axsnme 
or  accept  firom  liieir  neighboon  a  tenn  of  reproadi  as  their  national  desig- 
nation. 
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Raoc 

Btatuei. 

Cqlovr, 

Han. 

Bbabd. 

CBAsmm. 

Facui. 
laxsx. 

5e& 

AoflixalUuL 

Medium. 
6ft  4iiu 

mm^ttimU, 

Strali^tor 
waved. 

WeU 
developed. 

DoUoho- 
cephaUe. 

Pkogsatlir 
ooa. 

■■  1    II 

TnimffiBl**! 

Medium. 
6ft  Hin. 

Ditto. 

Frialj. 

Ditto. 

Meao- 

eephalia. 

DittOL 

««. 

Melanwiin 
(Fftpuan). 

Variable. 
6-4  in. -5 '7  in. 

DItta 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

DoHeho- 
oephalio. 

Ditta 

DUte. 

Nflgrlto. 

Very  email. 
4  ft  8  in. 

Black. 

Veiyfriidy. 

t 

Braoby- 

eepbalio. 

Mey>gnath- 
oua. 

Mesoila.. 

llAky. 

Small. 
6ft2in. 

Light  brown. 

Straight 

Absent 

Ditta 

Ditto. 

1 

1 
1 

PolynesUux 
(Mahori). 

Tall. 
6  ft  10  in. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Scanty. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

h^taAat.^ 

Italian 

(added  for 

compariaonX 

Medinm. 
6  ft  6  in. 

White. 

Straight  or 
waved. 

WeU 
developed. 

MeBO>orbra- 
chycephalic 

Orthognath- 

OQO. 

"* 

Adopting  the  nomeiiclature  as  above  detenniDed,  we  get  tiie 
aabjoined : — ? 


GXNEBAL  SCHEMX  OF  InTEBOCEANIO  RaCES  AKD  LaNOUAjS 

I.  Anstral  . 
II.  Negrito  .    , 


Babk 
Backs. 


III.  Papdan 


•    .   ■• 


s 


i  r 


o 
•c  w  •* 


IV.  Mahori   .    . 


y.  Mikronesian 


Australian,  Tasmanian  (f). 

Aeta,  Samang,  Mincopie. 
'  Papuan  Proper — Interior  and  west,  Kev 
Guinea,  with  adjacent  islands. 

Sab-Pap6an  East— East  coast,  NewGninea, 
and  islands  east  to  F^L 

Sab-Papaan  West— Ishutds,  Indian  Archi- 
pelago;, wast  to  Floria. 

Samoa,  Tokelau,  EUice,  Nine,  Tonga. 
Tahiti,  Marquesas,  Tuamotu,  Hawaii 
Motu,  Eerapnno,  Baro,  etc.,  Mentiwey  ? 
Pelew,  Caroline. 
Gilbert       ' 
MaishalL 
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If 

I 


yi.  Malayan 


'  Malayan   Proper — Orang-MaUya,  Oiang- 

BanAwa,  Qrang-laut. 
Sab-Malayan  West — ^Atyeh,  Batta,  Bejangi 

Lampnngy  Java,  etc 
Sab-Malayan  East — ^Bali»  Madara,  Celebes, 

Borneo,  etc. 
Nortb-east    Branch  —  Philippines,    Salo, 

Formosa. 
Sonth-west  Branch  —  Madagascar,  Hova, 

Betsimisaraca,  Sakalava. 


L  Ths  Austral  Races. 

Under  this  head  are  grouped  the  Australians  proper  and  the 
Tasmanians,  though  the  latter  are  by  most  anthropologists  supposed 
to  haye  been  more  nearly  related  to  the  Melanesians.  The  above 
table  of  physical  characteriBtics,  however,  shows  that  they  agree 
almost  in  every  respect  with  the  Australians  ;  but  a  great  difficulty 
is  presented  by  the  hair,  which  being  frizzly,^  seems  to  connect  them 
more  with  the  Papiian  stock.  Unfortunately,  but  little  light  can 
be  thrown  on  the  subject  of  their  language,  of  which  only  a  few 
scattered  fragments  have  survived.  It  seems  on  the  whole  to  have 
resembled  the  Australian  in  structure.  But  mere  similarity  of 
structure  is  of  itself  no  proof  of  a  common  origin  unless  combined 
with  identity  of  roots ;  and  here  it  shows  some  very  striking  coin- 
cidences both  with  the  sub-Papuan  languages  of  the  Louisiade,  New 
Hebrides,  and  other  Pacific  islands,  and  with  those  spoken  along  the 
south  coast  of  Australia  '*  The  natives  of  Tasmania  were  darker, 
more  strongly  built,  and  generally  less  pleasing  in  aspect,  than  the 
people  of  the  continent.  Their  hair  was  woolly  and  crisp,  and 
some  bore  a  likeness  to  the  African  negro.  Their  aspect  was 
different  from  that  of  the  Australians.  In  their  form,  their  colour, 
and  their  hair,  they  were  rather  Papiian  than  Australian.  Many 
words  in  their  language,  however,  coincide  with  words  in  the  dialect 
of  King  Gorge's  Sound,  the  Gulf  of  St.  Vincent,  and  the  South- 
eastern parts  of  the  continent ;  and  it  might  be  assumed,  there- 
fore, that  the  connection  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  and 
the  continent  was  clearly  established.  But  we  must  not  overlook 
the  Papiian  affinities  of  the  Tasmanian  dialects.  Many  words  are 
the  same  as  those  in  the  languages  spoken  in  New  Caledonia,  in 
Mallicollo,  and  in  other  islands  of  the  Melanesian  division." 
(Brough   Smyth,  The  Aborigines  of  Victoria,  introduction,  Izix.) 


^  Oook,  who  visited  them  in  Jannary  1777t  describes  it  as  even  woolly ; 
•<as  woolly  as  that  of  any  native  of  Guinea." — Third  Voifage^  L  96. 
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Altogether  the  Meertained  data  would  seem  to  point  at  a  mixtoie 
of  the  two  races  in  Taamania^  the  Papika  on  the  whole  predomi- 
nating ;  and  this  view  seems  to  reoeire  some  c(mfirma1ion  from  tbe 
fact  that  the  island  was  at  no  very  remote  geological  epoch  ood- 
nected  with  the  mainland.  But,  pending  a  definite  eolntion  ai  Ihe 
question,  there  ar^  sufficient  points  of  contact  hetween  them  to 
justify  us  in  proyisionally  grouping  the  Tasmanians  with  the  Aos- 
tralianB,  from  whom  **  some  tribes  were  scarcely  distingoishabk* 
(B.  Smyth,  il  379.) 

The  Tasmanians  were  divided  into  a  great  number  of  tribes, 
many  speaking  distinct  languages,  or  at  least  dialects,  nine  varieties 
of  which  have  been  recognised.  The  languages  on  the  east  differed 
very  decidedly  from  those  on  the  west  coast,  but  all  had  certun 
features  in  common^  such  as  the  abeenoe  of  any  definite  order  or 
arrangement  of  the  words  in  tiie  sentence,  the  expression  of  modal, 
temporal,  plural,  and  other  relations  in  a  supplementary  way,  more 
by  tone,  manner,  gesture,  than  by  particles  or  inflexions,  and  lastly, 
the  absence  of  abstract  tenus.  Thus  there  was  no  word  fiv  ^w 
in  general,  and  qualities  were  expressed  by  material  imagery,  that 
of  hardness  by  comparison  with  a  stone  ;  a  round  object  was  "  a 
thing  like  a  ball,  or  like  the  moon  ;"  a  tall  man  was  "  long  1^  f 
and  so  on.  The  languages,  of  which  a  few  spedmena  have  beat 
preserved,  are  those  of 

Macquarie  Harbour,  on  W.  coast 

Oyster  Bay,  on  S.E.  coast. 

Ben  Lomond,  on  N.E.  coast. 

Stony  Creek,  in  the  centre  (Ross,  Campbelltown,  eta) 

Deloraine,  on  the  West. 

Circular  Head,  on  the  North. 

Eastern  Marshes,  near  Oaklanda 

Bruni  Island,  off  S.E.  coast 

The  Tasmanian  race,  which,  owing  probably  to  long  leolalaoB 
and  to  mixture,  presented  several  peculiarities  distinguishing  them 
from  all  others,  became  extinct  with  William  Lanney  or  Lanny, 
"  the  last  man,"  and  Truganina  or  "  Lalla  Bookh,"  "<  the  last 
woman,''  the  former  of  whom  died  on  March  3,  1869,  the  latter  in 
June  1876. 

The  Awtrdliam  also  are  fast  disappearing,  and  they  will  have 
probably  become  extinct  long  before  the  question  of  their  affinities 
is  likely  to  be  settled.  The  theoiy,  however,  of  an  '^  Austnknd 
family,"  embracing  the  Australians,  the  Dravidians,  and  other 
southern  Indians,  must  for  the  present  be  regarded  as  somewhat 
visionary.      Advocated  by  Pickering,  Logan,  and  Latham,  and 
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popularised  by  Huxley  it  roBts  on  little  more  than  a  certain  yague 
resemblance  between  their  physique  and  the  structure  of  their 
languages,  implying  no  neoessaiy  racial  affinity,  especially  in  the 
face  of  so  many  almost  insurmountable  difficulties.  In  any  case, 
the  aigument,  based  on  the  supposed  resemblance  of  the  Indian 
thiowing-stick  to  the  Australian  wonguim  or  boomerang,  is  worth- 
less. There  is  no  real  affinity  between  the  two  weap(»is,  and  the 
Indian  weapon  "  under  no  drcumstances  whatever  could  be  made 
to  behaye  as  the  wonguim  doesw"     (B.  Smyth,  i  323.) 

The  Australian  languages  seem  to  be  all  cast  in  one  uniform 
mould,  and  the  general  opinion  now  is  that  they  have  all  a  com- 
mon origin.  Assuming  the  unity  of  the  race — a  doctrine,  howeyer, 
which  is  far  from  being  so  uniyenally  accepted — ^its  speech  must 
necessarily  haye  had  a  common  starting  point ;  but  it  cannot  be 
shown  to  haye  any  neoessaiy  connection  with  the  Drayidian  or  any 
other  linguktic  £unily.  All  the  Australian  tongues  are  aggluti- 
nating, and  are  characterised  especially  by  their  simple  phonetics, 
rejecting  all  the  sibilants  but  not  the  aspirates  as  is  often  asserted, 
by  a  preference  for  suffixes^  by  the  absence  of  relatiye  pronouns  and 
generally  of  the  article  and  gender,  by  the  accent  foiling  usually  on 
the  penultimate,  by  dual  forms,  by  plurality  expressed  by  numerals 
and  other  words  prefixed  and  occasionally  modifying  the  root,  by 
regular  coi^ugation,  extensiye  use  of  onomatopoeic  terms,  and  custom 
of  tabooing  words  much  after  the  fashion  of  the  Mahori  people. 

Indeed  the  comparatiye  perfection  of  their  speech,  standing 
in  such  striking  contrast  to  their  degraded  state,  has  occasioned 
some  surprise.  But  the  phenomenon  is  far  from  rare,  and  still 
more  remarkable  instances  are,  for  instance,  the  rich  Hottentot  de- 
clension and  the  maryellously  intricate  Sonthal  conjugation.  The 
explanation,  however,  of  this  apparent  contradiction  seems  obvious 
enough.  These  savage  tribes,  owing  to  unfavourable  outward  con- 
ditions, require  long  ages  to  make  any  perceptible  advance  in  general 
social  culture.  But  through  continuous  practice  they  will  often 
bring  to  surprising  perfection  the  few  instniments  indispensable  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  state  at  which  they  may  have  arrived. 
Hence  their  speech,  like  their  boomerang,  is  now  found  to  be  admir- 
ably adapted  to  their  requirements.  They  are  always  chattering 
and  always  chasing,  and  the  instruments  needed  for  both  pursuits 
are  equally  perfect  after  their  kind.  '*  The  illusion  of  those  who 
believe  that  the  language  of  savages  is  simple  would  be  rudely 
dispelled  if  they  addressed  themselves  to  an  examination  of  the 
dialects  of  any  part  of  Australia.  They  are  highly  inflected,  com- 
plex, and  many  of  the  sentences  are  so  constructed  as  to  make  a 
translation  impossible."     (B.  Smyth,  Introduction,  Ixiii.) 
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The  attempts  made  to  comiect  these  languages  with  the  Aiywn^ 
Semitic,  and  other  families,  will  not  bear  serious  discussion.  A 
single  specimen  of  the  sort  of  yerbal  lesanblances  adduced  in  sup- 
port of  these  theories  must  suffice.  The  native  work  Ktradjety 
Korajt,  doctor,  or  rather  primarily  wizard,  inriest,  is  compared  with 
the  Greek  x^H^^PY^i  suigeon.  But  this  Greek  word  being  from 
the  roots  x€ip  (hand)  and  ipyov  (work),  it  is  obvious  that  it  can- 
not be  compared  with  Kiradjee  until  this  word  be  also  shown  to  be 
similarly  composed.  Such  a  discovery  would  indeed  be  startling, 
and  would  go  further  to  show  some  relationship  between  Greek 
and  Australian  than  a  thousand  etymologies  based  on  an  utter  dis- 
regard of  the  laws  regulating  the  growth  of  all  articulate  speedu 

Beyond  establishing  their  primitive  unity  it  would  be  idle  to 
attempt  any  strictly  scientific  classification  of  the  Australian  tongoea 
Hence  it  will  be  sufficient  here  to  group  them  according  to  their 
several  geographical  areas.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  these  lan- 
guages, especially  in  the  south  and  east,  are  usually  named  afte 
their  respective  words  expressive  of  negation.  Thns  the  Kamil- 
aroi,  Wol-«roi,  Wira-iaroi,  etc,  are  named  from  hanUl^  100^  «om^ 
etc.,  meaning  **  no  ;"  but  Piku-mbul,  exceptionally  from  piku^ftL 
This  last  may  be  compared  with  Dante's  ''lingua  del  js,"  and 
the  general  medi»val  practice  in  Europe, 


^ 


lKT£fiOC£AKIC  RACES  AND  LANGUAGES. 


603 


6b -O 
J    fi 


6 


Be 
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III 
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►-a 
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'S  S  o  £  s 
Szj  Ah  Eh  a  ►^  <1 
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.2 

P4  CQ 
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Tuo^oi^  i^OTj  i  ptreisddio 


TTJiaQBliy  ;89 jj^ 


V 
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.8S 


•sjTOOO  'a  ptni  'N 
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woPIA  i^wji 


•E 
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4l 

OS 


tb 
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'^8900  qinog 


i 

a 


jj"^ 


*t-^ 


igi^S^!i^iStS^3sS$S 


.•^. 


*Bj9AiH  ninqinof)  pm  Xiuia|{ 


•(wio^oiA)  waunniAL 


*i[eajQ  fl^odoo^ 


*iaiv[iuiv}| 


-^  k-^-^ 


illll|l|l||l|o 

S  a  S  s  »  ^  M  S  £  £  ^  ^  ^  ^ 


I. 


iiiiii 
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This  is  fieur  from  including  all  the  known  tribes  and  langoageSi 
most  of  which  wiU,  however,  be  found  in  the  Alphabetical  List.  The 
original  unity  of  the  languages  is  deduced  from  such  oonsideralaoitt 
as  these :  A  general  accordance  in  their  phonetics  as  shown  by  the 
uniyersal  rejection  of  the  sibilants ;  a  common  stock  of  primitiTe 
words,  such  as  eye,  tongue,  hand,  tooth,  blood,  sun,  moon,  and  espe- 
cially several  personal  pronouns;  the  feeble  development  of  the 
idea  of  number,  and  the  general  agreement  over  a  vast  area  in  the 
word  for  two ;  the  use  of  the  dual,  of  suffixes,  and  of  duplicate 
terms  for  the  same  object  At  the  same  time  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  there  often  exist  profound  discrepancies  even  amongst  ndgh- 
bouring  tribes,  as  may  be  seen  firom  the  subjoined  oompaiatiye 
list  of  a  few  simple  words  in  two  neighbouring  dialects,  epckok 
about  New  Korda^  West  Australia : —  ^ 


Sad  Nw  Nureia. 

Jiortk  JTew  Nonia. 

arm  • 

maroa 

nnai 

air   • 

mar 

plerang 

tr66  •           t 

POQO 

tampa 

beaid 

n-anga    . 

.           indn 

mnch           I 

bulla 

mHaagnaiaii 

heat.            , 

piroc        • 

•           itkra 

tooth 

n-olgo     . 

•       • 

.            irai 

one  .           , 

chega      • 

tombar 

two  . 

gnggial   . 

nlaia 

three 

mau 

Tilaiaconci 

IL  The  Neobito  Raoqss. 

A9ta8 — 8amang$ — Mineopies, 

Of  these  the  Astas  are  the  most  numerous  and  best  knovn. 
They  seem  to  be  unquestionably  the  autochthonous  people  oC  the 
Philippine  Archipelago,  where  they  are  still  known  to  ezist  in  the 
more  inaccessible  parts  of  the  five  islands  of  Luzon,  N^ros,  Panay, 
Mindoro,  and  Mindanao.  Here  they  number  altogether  about  25,000, 
and  they  may  also  very  likely  be  found  in  Palawan  and  Formosa. 
Of  their  languages  we  know  little  beyond  the  fact  that  the  various 
tribes  speak  quite  distinct  and  mutually  unintelligible  dialects. 
Fifteen  such  dialects  have  been  recognised  in  Luzon  alona  Although 
quite  dwarfish,  their  mean  height  being  about  4  feet  8  inches^  the 
Aetas  are  described  as  well  made,  with  soft  and  frizzled  hair,  nose 
a  little  flattened,  and  in  colour  and  appearance  "  less  black  and  I 


^  ¥tcm  BInnglflr's  Vocabolaiiei  in  Lu  Mistiaiu  CkxthoHg^tiiu  for  Norember 
22, 1878. 
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Ugly "  than  the  African  negro.  They  have  no  fixed  abode ;  live 
mostly  on  fruits,  roots,  and  game ;  and  have  maintained  a  constant 
warfare  with  the  brown  race  probably  ever  since  the  two  met  on 
common  ground  in  these  islands.  The  name  is  sometimes  written 
Afgta ;  but  from  the  etymology  given  further  back  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  g  has  been  wrongly  introduced. 

Closely  related  in  physique  to  the  Aetas  are  the  Samangb  of  the 
Kedah  Mountains  and  elsewhere  in  the  peninsula  of  Malacca,  In 
this  extreme  south-eastern  comer  of  Asia  we  meet  with  two  indi- 
genous races — the  Samang  Negritos  and  the  Orang-BenUvHif  ue. 
"  men  of  the  soil/'  of  Malayan  stock.  But  the  priority  of  posses- 
sion must  certainly  be  given  to  the  former,  were  it  not  otherwise 
probable  that  the  Malays  are  more  recent  intruders  from  Sumatra. 
The  two  are  as  distinct  in  speech  as  they  are  in  every  other  respect. 
Both,  however,  have  this  in  common,  that  thev  have  no  known 
congeners  elsewhere  on  the  Asiatic  mainland,  and  that  their  affini- 
ties are  entirely  with  the  Interoceanic  races.  The  Samangs  speak 
several  distinct  idioms,  and  the  dialects  spoken  on  the  eastern  are 
said  to  be  quite  different  firom  those  on  the  western  side  of  the 
peninsula.  But  this  points  rather  at  long  isolation  than  at  differ- 
ences of  origin,  and  is  but  a  fresh  iUustration  of  the  weakness  of 
the  polygenist  argument  based  on  the  present  divergence  of  human 
speech. 

Of  the  MiNCOPiES  so  little  was  known  till  quite  recently  that 
Latham  fancied  they  might  somehow  be  connected  with  the  Bur- 
mese. They  occupy  the  whole  of  the  Andaman  Archipelago,  and 
K  H.  Man,  who  has  lately  visited  them,  mentions  nine  different 
tribes  all  speaking  different  languages.  Of  these  there  seem  to  be 
two  broad  divisions — a  northern  and  a  southern,  so  distinct  that  a 
native  of  a  northern  is  as  unintelligible  to  one  of  a  southern 
island  as  is  an  English  peasant  to  a  Russian.  These  are  therefore 
not  merely  dialects,  but  true  languages,  though  no  doubt  of  com- 
mon origin.  They  are  all  agglutinating,  and  resemble  the  Dra- 
vidian  and  Austrsdian  tongues  in  their  use  of  suffixes  instead  of 
prefixes.  W^  are  further  told  that  there  are  two  forms  of  the  first 
person  plural,  probably  answering  to  the  inclusive  and  exclusive 
forms  of  the  Mahori  group,  and  that  the  ending  da  is  applied  to 
all  things  animate,  supernatural,  and  abstract,  other  than  human^ 
a  feature  answering  somewhat  to  the  rational  and  irrational  divi- 
sions of  the  Fulah.  These  remarks  apply  more  particularly  to 
the  idioms  of  the  Bdjing^tda  and  Bogijtab  tribes,  dwelling  in 
the  south,  nearest  to  the  English  settlements.^     In  the  former, 

^  The  other  tribes  and  Ungoages  mentioned  are  —  Jarawa,  Yerewn, 
BalawQ,  Awkojnwat,  and  Akakol. 

2  B 
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Man  has  composed  the  Lord's  Prayer,  published  with  addenda  hj 
R.  0.  Temple,  Calcutta,  1877. 

The  colour  of  the  Andamanese  is  described  as  "not  deep 
black,  but  rather  sooty,"  and  their  hair  is  said  by  Colonel  Fytcfae 
to  grow  in  detached  tufts.  But  this  is  an  error,  probably  aris- 
ing from  the  way  in  which  it  is  dressed.  It  is  now  gmienllj 
admitted  that  there  is  no  such  phenomenon  as  hair  growing  in 
separate  tufls  ;  when  carefully  examined  it  is  always  found  spread 
uniformly  over  the  scalp.  Hence  arguments  of  affinities  between 
races  based  on  this  peculiarity  are  worthless.    • 

Of  the  possible  relations  of  all  these  Negrito  peoples  with  the 
Akkas,  OboDgos,  Dokos,  Bushmen,  and  other  dwarfish  Aiiiean 
negroes,  or  with  the  dark  Mois  of  Annam,  and  darker  Kanimbass 
Ghonds,  Maravars,  of  the  Deccan,  nothing  need  here  be  said 
beyond  reminding  certain  transcendental  anthropologists  that  no 
undoubted  case  of  woolly  hair  has  yet  been  found  in  India,  sad 
that  the  use  of  suffixes  rather  than  prefixes,  or  vice  verm^  is  so 
proof  at  all  of  linguistic  affinity.^ 

III.  The  PAPt^AN  Races. 

The  present  area  of  this  race  lies  nearly  between  the  equatur 
and  tropic  of  Capricorn,  north  and  south,  stretching  east  vtc. 
west  from  Floris  to  Fiji.  If  we  suppose  it  to  be  fundamentaEj 
distinct  from  the  Negrito,  as  it  certainly  is  from  the  Austral  ssd 
brown  stocks,  its  original  domain  must  be  sought  still  farther  t.- 
the  east,  that  is  in  the  Central  Pacific,  which  is  known  to  ht 
an  area  of  subsidence.  As  the  land  disappeared  the  people  mor^ 
still  to  the  west,  here,  almost  everywhere,  meeting  other  rsee 
already  in  possession  of  the  soiL  These  they  sometimes  subdoal 
and  absorbed  or  extirpated,  but  more  frequently    amalgamated 

^  On  the  other  hand,  the  Negrito  has  by  many  anthropologists  l)«en  c^ 
founded  with  the  Papuan  type.  But  the  differences  between  the  tvo  i? 
fundamental,  and  are  thus  briefly  summed  up  by  Mr.  WaUaoe  : — '*TIwt[v 
Negrito]  are  dwar&  in  stature,  only  averaging  four  feet  six  inches  to  Umhi 
eight  inches  high,  or  eight  inches  less  than  the  Malays,  whereas  the  F^«e^ 
are  decidedly  taller  than  the  Malays.  The  nose  is  invariably  represesSBi^* 
small,  flattened,  or  turned  up  at  the  apex,  whereas  the  most  unlTersal 
of  the  Papdan  race  is  to  have  the  nose  prominent  and  laiige,  with  th« 
produced  downwards,  as  it  is  invariably  ijspresented  in  their  own  nidi 
The  hair  of  these  dwarfish  races  agrees  with  that  of  the  Papuans,  bot  so  it  < 
with  that  of  the  negroes  of  Africa.  The  Negritos  and  the  Samangs  agmi 
closely  in  physical  characteristics  with  each  other  and  with  the  Ab& 
Islanders,  while  they  differ  in  a  marked  manner  firom  every  Psapiiui  natT— 
The  MeUay  ArchijilaffO,  p.  500. 
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with  them,  whence  the  remarkable  phenomenon  that  one  of  the 
most  strikingly  distinct  types  of  mankind  is  now  mostly  found  in 
a  mixed  state,  blended  not  with  one  but  with  at  least  three,  pos- 
sibly four,  other  stocks. 

The  Papiians  exist  in  a  pure  state  only  in  the  interior  and 
western  section  of  New  Guinea,  and  neighbouring  Am,  Waigiou, 
Salwatty,  and  a  few  other  islands.  On  the  north  coast  of  Aus- 
tralia they  are  or  were  found  mixed  with  the  Austral  stock,  for 
Dampier  and  other  earlier  explorers  speak  of  tribes  with  "  curl'd 
hair,"  clearly  indicating  Papflan  blood,  about  Gape  York  and  Torres 
Strait.^  In  the  Admiralty,  New  Britain,  and  all  the  archipelagoes 
running  from  New  Guinea  due  east  to  Fiji  inclusive,  they  seem 
everywhere  to  form  the  basis  of  the  population,  being  here  inter^ 
mingled  in  various  proportions  apparently  with  the  Mahori  raca 
In  the  Indian  Archipelago,  again,  from  about  Timor-Laut  west- 
wards to  Floris,  also  inclusive,  they  are  similarly  blended,  mainly 
with  Malayan  elements.  We  thus  arrive  at  the  three  main  divi- 
sions already  referred  to — Papiians  proper  in  the  centre ;  Malayo- 
Papiians  in  the  Indian  Archipelago,  here  grouped  as  Sub-Papiians, 
West ;  and  Mahori-Papilans  in  the  Pacific,  here  grouped  us  Sub- 
Papiians,  East,  as  in  the  subjoined  scheme.  Doubtless  the  very 
existence  of  the  Papiian  as  an  independent  ethnical  type  has 
recently  been  denied  by  a  distinguished  explorer  in  these  regional 
But  this  paradoxical  statement,  utterly  unsupported  by  any  argu- 
ment,  can  have  little  weight  in  the  face  of  the  serious  studies  of 
such  profound  naturalists  and  observers  as  Wallace,  Flower, 
Broca,  Topinard,  and  many  others,  who  have  abundantly  estab- 
lished the  fundamentally  distinct  features  of  one  of  the  most 
characteristic  types  on  the  globe : — 

^  "The  inftuion  of  Papiian  blood  [on  the  north  coast  of  Anstnlia]  may 
not  haye  entirely  changed  the  character  of  any  tribe,  btU  it  is  there  ;  and  it  is 
apparent  where  the  Papfiana  have  never  been.  This  affects  the  people  of  the 
north-east  coast." — (Brough  Smyth,  Introduction,  p.  1). 

'  Sig.  L.  M.  D'AJbertis,  in  a  paper  read  before  the  Boyal  Geographical 
Society,  November  11,  1878,  on  his  explorations  of  the  Fly  River  and  other 
parts  of  New  Guinea,  where  he  says  that  the  Papuan  **  has  no  claims  to  be 
considered  ethnologically  aa  a  distinct  race." 
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PAPUAN  STOCK. 
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SirB-PAP(^AN8,  West. 

Endeh. 
Konga. 
Kio. 

Boka,  eto, 
(  Sahoe. 
^  j  Galela. 

Kaoaariao. 

Tobo. 

Marhonu,  etc 

Ooram ;  Wetter. 

Katabello. 

AmboyiuL 
6  r  CajelL 
I  J  Wayapo. 
n  L  Hawaratty. 

Banda ;  Sayn. 

Timor;  Kiaaa. 


.S 

o 

1 


I 


PapOaks  Pbopxb. 

Aro. 

Waigiu. 

Salwattj. 

BatantiL 

Poppa. 

GebL 

MyaoL 

'  Papna-Eowiyt 

Doray. 

Hafor.  -- 

AmberbakL 

Arfak. 

Biak. 

Earoaf 

KoiarL 

Koitapa. 

Kulkaliga. 

Naman. 
^Eaat  Cape. 


i 


SuB-PApf^Asa,  East. 

Adxninlty  labmdi 
Lonisiade  IsbndL 
New  Ireland. 
Kew  BritaiiL 

Jr  Yanikonu 
-j  Tanema. 
oS  ^Tupna,  etc. 
(  Gaadalcanar. 
Baoro ;  Ulana. 
ManMa-SikL 
Anudha. 
Mahaga. 
Eddyatone. 
'  Aneitynm. 
Enomaiigo. 
Tana ;  Mota. 
MaUikolo. 
Api;  Pam.!. 
Ambriin. 
Viinmaiama. 
Mare. 
Lifd. 
I   \  f  Baladea. 
3  *a  •!  Daamn, 
•^•o  ^Yehen. 
f  Baa. 
Mbaa;  Lan. 
Naroa ;  Yadd. 
EaitongaTitL 

By  the  favour  of  Rev.  W.  6.  Lawes  we  are  here  enabled  to 
append  a  complete  list  of  all  the 

Lakquaoes  known  to  be  spoken  on  S.£.  Coast  of  Kew  Gudcka 

1.  BMUf  Yule  ialand.  5.   Toula,   yillagea  np  a  river,  £. 

2.  Mou   and     other    viUagea     on  aide  Redacar  Bay. 

o    xr    I      x>^j         o         V    J.  n     ^'  Motu,   Port  Moreaby,  and  nine 
8.  Nanln,   Redacar  Bay,  about  C.  ^       .«  ^ 

Suckling.  ^        vmagea. 

4.  KapaJtsif  villages  on  Manmnann    7.  KoUapu^  inland  tribe  near  Fort 
river,  Kedscar  Bay.  Moreaby. 


i^ 
S 
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s 


•a 
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a  XiriaH,  on  hilli  back  of  Port  16.  Kulo,  yillagM  in  Hood  Bay. 

Moresbj.  17.  Aloma^  Tillages  aboat  Keppel 

0.  JianvJMh,  Tillages  £.  of  Port  Point 

Moresby,  W.  of  Bound  Head.  18.  Dedele^  Tillages  £.  of  Keppel 

10.  Palami,  district  W.  of  Bound  Point 
Head*                                             19.  Toulou  island. 

11.  iitoZtt,  Tillages  near  Bound  Head.    20.  Orangerie  Bay. 

12.  PajMXJba,  inland  from  Hood  Point     21.  Brummer  islands. 
18.  Kerqtunu,  Hood  Bay  and  Point    22.  Teste  island. 

14.  ^uai^,  Tillages  up  Hood  Lagoon.    28.  Heath  islands. 

15.  Anamaropu,  on  mountains  back    24.  Milne  Bay. 

of  Hood  Lagoon.  25.  East  Cape. 

On  these  Mr.  Lawes  remarks — "Those  from  18  I  have  Tery 
little  knowledge  of,  but  I  believe  there  are  many  more  in  that  part 
of  the  coast  than  I  have  recorded*  It  is  more  likely,  I  think,  that 
Nob.  4,  5,  7,  8,  10,  and  11  are  allied.  The  others  are  coast 
tribes,  and  all  seem  to  belong  to  what  has  hitherto  been  known 
as  *  Malayo-Polynesian.'  The  natives  say  Na  9  is  quite  different 
from  either  inland  or  coastal  dialects.  From  one  visit  I  paid  them, 
and  a  few  words  which  I  got,  I  should  think  they  are  right  At 
East  Cape  again  (25)  quite  a  different  language  seemed  to  be 
spoken  from  that  on  either  the  mainland  near  or  the  islands. 
Heath,  Moresby,  etc.,  opposite."  (Letter  to  writer,  Jan.  20, 
1879.) 

From  the  data  supplied  further  on  (p.  616)  it  wiU  be  seen  that 
Mr.  Lawes  is  fully  justified  in  connecting  most  of  these  tribes  with 
the  *'  Malayo-Polynesian "  (Mahori)  linguistic  family,  though,  no 
doubt,  most  of  them  have  absorbed  Papilan  blood,  and  are  there- 
fore ethnically  to  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  group  here  called 
"  Sub-PapCUm,  East"  ^ 

Further  particulars  of  these  and  other  Paptlan  tribes  and 
languages  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  alphabetical  index. 
Here  it  will  suffice  to  observe  that  all  the  true  Papilan  idioms 
differ  profoundly  both  from  those  of  the  other  Interoceanic 
families,  and  often  also  from  each  other.  They  are,  in  fact,  as 
remarkable  for  their  great  divergence  as  the  Mahori,  for  instance,  is 
for  its  singular  homogeneousness ;  hence  they  form  rather  a  series 
of  more  or  less  vaguely  connected  groups  than  of  linguistic  families 
distinctly  related  to  one  another.    At  the  same  time  the  western 


the  tribes  in  Mr.  Lawes'  list,  C.  Stone  mentions  the  Maiva,  JElema, 
KidkaUga,  and  Haman,  for  which  see  Alphabetical  List  The  JBlcma  may 
possibly  be  the  same  as  Mr.  Lawes'  Aloma, 
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branch  is  allied  to  the  Malayan  family  through  their  coamiOB 
Malay  elements,  jiiat  as  the  eastern  often  is  to  the  Mahori  through 
their  common  Mahori  elements.  These  comm(»  elemeutsi  how- 
ever, vill  probably  be  found  to  be  restricted  rather  to  the  Tocabo- 
lary  than  to  the  structure  of  the  respectiTe  groups.  It  is^  of 
course,  premature  to  speak  positively  on  a  question  of  this  sort  in 
the  case  of  idioms,  most  of  which  are  known  only  by  name ;  bat 
the  data  hitherto  coUected  do  not  so  far  seem  to  contravene  the 
abstract  statement  elsewhere  insisted  upon,^  that,  however  mixed 
any  given  race  may  be,  the  mechanism  of  its  speech  is  never  mixed 
to  any  appreciable  extent  Here  one  or  other  of  the  components 
always  prevails  sufficiently  to  establish  the  general  princif^  that 
most  races,  but  no  languages,  are  mixed. 

The  Paptlan  languages  are  distinguished  by  a  very  remaricaUe 
peculiarity.  They  are  all  evidently  agglutinating,  but  they  em- 
ploy both  pre-  and  suffixes  with  eqiud  freedom  to  express  the 
various  grammatical  lelationa  Thus  firom  SnAn  «r  nian,  we  get 
the  plural  sn^nti  by  the  suffix  d;  the  possessive  nMit^  «  of  the 
man,  by  the  prefix  ro  ;  and  the  possessive  plural  romnnn  a  of  the 
men,  by  both.  They  otherwise  differ  firom  the  Mahori,  and  finom 
most  Malay  tongues,  by  a  richer  and  perhaps  harsher  phonetic 
system ;  by  closed  monosyllables,  rare  in  Malay,  unknovm  in  pore 
Mahori  ;  by  the  division  of  nouns  into  two  classes,  one  marked  by 
the  presence,  the  other  by  the  absence,  of  a  pronominal  suffix — a 
point,  however,  which  they  have  in  common  with  the  Elnm  of  the 
Mikronesian  group ;  by  the  occasional  use  of  numerals  as  plural 
prefixes ;  often  by  the  absence  or  rareness  of  true  adjectives,  as  in 
Moia  ;  by  trimal^  as  well  as  dual  and  plural  pronouns  ;  and,  last^, 
by  the  very  general  employment  of  temporal  and  modal  pr^Gixes. 

lY.  Thb  Mahobi  Racks. 

Of  the  Interoceanic  brown  races  these  claim  our  first  attention 
both  on  ethnical  and  linguistic  grounds.  Their  relations  to  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  stock,  but  especially  to  the  Malayan, 
are  peculiar,  and  at  first  sight  perplexing.  The  present  home  ^ 
these  large  brown  Polynesian  ishinders  is  nuunly  in  the  eastern 
Pacific  A  line  drawn  from  New  Zealand  through  Samoa  north- 
east to  Hawaii,  all  indusive,  very  nearly  defines  their  presmt 
western  limita    They  are  in  exclusive  possession  of  the  whole  of 

^  In  the  Ethnological  Appendix  to  the  torthooming  tolnme  of  thii 
devoted  to  Boxope. 
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the  watery  area  to  the  right  of  this  line  as  far  as  Easter  Isknd, 
and  left  of  it  are  nowhere  now  found  in  an  unmixed  state,  except 
in  the  Ellice  and  Union  groups,  and  at  a  few  scattered  points  in 
the  New  Hebrides,  Loyalty,  and  SJS.,  and  perhaps  N.E.  coast  of 
New  Guinea.  They  are  thus  entirely  shut  off  by  the  intervening 
Papiians  fiom  the  Indian  Archipelago,  the  domain  of  their  western 
or  Malayan  congeners,  whence  they  are  now  generally  believed  to 
have  migrated  eastwards. 

From  this  fact  it  has  been  too  hastily  assumed  that  they  are 
an  offshoot  of  the  Malayan  stock,  and,  as  above  noted,  the  unhappy 
expression  **  Malayo-Polynesian  "  has  done  much  to  popularise  this 
view.  But  it  may  confidently  be  asserted  that  the  reverse  is  rather 
the  case ;  in  other  words,  that  the  Malayan  is  rather  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Mahori  than  the  Mahori  of  the  Malayan  type.^  Tlie 
Mahori  seem,  on  the  whole,  to  be  a  pure,  unmixed  race,  if  any  such 
are  still  anywhere  to  be  found  on  the  globe.  Their  language  also 
belongs  confessedly  to  a  primitive  unmixed  form  of  speech  but  one 
degree  removed  from  the  isolating,  or  lowest  stage,  typified  by  the 
Chinese,  and  occupying  a  sort  of  intermediate  position  between  it 
and  the  true  agglutinating  tongues  typified  by  the  Finno-Tatario 
fiunily. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Malayan  presents  itself  as  physically  of 
a  decidedly  mixed  type,  mixed  in  all  probability  of  Mahori,  sub- 
Mongolian,  Ehm6r,  and  possibly  other  elements.  Their  speech  also, 
while  radically  the  same  as,  is  far  more  developed  and  intermingled 
with  foreign  ingredients  than,  the  Mahori ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  to 
primitive,  and  has  already  passed  quite  over  to  the  agglutinate  state 
on  the  verge  of  which  Mahori  still  hovers.  The  most  cursory  com- 
parison of  the  Malagasy,  High  Malay,  Kawi,  and  especially  Tagalo- 
Bisayan,  for  instance,  on  the  one  hand,  with  the  Samoan,  Tahitian, 
and  Hawaiian  on  the  other,  is  abundantly  sufficient  to  establish  this 
point 

To  say,  therefore,  that  the  unmixed  Mahori  proceeds  from  the 
mixed  Malay  is  obviously  absurd.    Tet,  on  the  other  hand,  the 

^  That  the  Mahori  representB  a  more  primitiTe  sta^  of  the  common  oiganic 
speech,  and  that  it  therefore  does  not  derive  from  the  present  Malay  language^ 
was  perceived  over  forty  yean  ago  by  J.  Dnroont  D'UrviUe.  Commenting  on 
the  presence  of  Sanskrit  elements  in  the  latter,  he  asks :  "  De  ce  qne  ces  expres- 
sions ne  reparaissent  point  dans  le  polyn^ien,  n'est  il  pas  naturel  de  conclnre 
qne  le  polynteien  ne  d^TC  point  dn  malaXo,  mais  bien  que  oes  deux  idiomes 
proviennent  d'nne  langne  pins  andenne,  dont  lk  polymicsien  offrb  le  ramsau 
LB  plus  pw,  tandis  que  le  MalaXo  a  ^t^  grandement  uiodifi^  par  I'inflnence  da 
Sanscrit  f"  Had  he  gone  beyond  the  Sanskrit  to  the  jircMtone  ii^uences 
ftom  Farther  India,  he  might  have  hit  npon  the  tme  solntioD  of  tiie  question 
of  the  mntoal  relations  of  tiiese  two  great  stoeks. 
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Mahoris  have,  as  stated,  almost  certainly  migrated  from  thai 
present  Malayan  region  eastwards  to  their  actual  Pacific  domsin. 
The  explanation  of  this  difficulty  has  not  yet  been  given,  indeed  the 
difficulty  has  scarcely  presented  itself  in  this  trenchant  way.  Tet 
we  fancy  it  will  vanish  as  soon  as  proposed  if  we  assume  the  Indian 
Archipelago  to  have  been  originally  peopled  by  the  pure  Mahoii 
stock.  One  branch  of  the  race,  migrating  as  is  thought  from 
Bouro^  eastwards,  ultimately  found  its  way  to  Samoa^thenoegradnallj 
occupying  all  the  hitherto  uninhabited  coral  and  volcanic  eastera 
Pacific  islands.  In  these  isolated  homes  it  would  necessarily  retsin 
its  racial  purity,  while  its  speech,  for  want  of  the  impulse  given  hj 
contact  with  other  and  higher  forms,  may  well  have  been  amsted 
in  its  upward  tendencies  towards  agglutinati<m. 

Those  who  remained  behind  in  the  Indian  Archipelago,  if  at  tint 
time  most  of  it  did  not  still  actually  form  part  of  the  Asiatic  mam- 
land,  became  exposed  to  constant  sub-Mongolian  and  other  invasioss 
from  the  north,  the  result  being  the  usual  fusion  of  races  evexywhen 
witnessed  under  like  conditions.  Herein  also  probably  lies  the 
explanation  of  the  endless  varieties  constituting  the  present 
Malayan  stock — varieties  typified  by  the  Sumatran  Battas,  the 
Boraean  Dyaks,  the  Orang-Bendwa  of  Malacca,  the  Javanese,  Sas- 
saks,  Bugis,  Tagalas,  and  many  others. 

The  assumption  that  the  Mahoris  were  reaHy  the  autochthones 
of  the  Indian  Archipelago  would  seem  to  receive  fresh  confirmatioB 
from  the  account  given  us  of  the  Mantftwey  islanders  by  Ton 
Rosenberg  in  the  work  quoted  further  back.  The  natives  of  this 
group,  which  lies  about  70  miles  off  the  west  coast  of  Sumatra,  are 
totally  distinct  in  physique  and  speech  from  any  of  the  peoples  of 

^  The  theory,  however,  that  Bonio  was  the  starting  point  of  wbat  may  %c 
called  the  lint  Mahori  d^persion,  as  Savaiki  was  of  the  second,  reets  ob  too 
flimsy  grounds  to  be  made  the  basis  of  any  sound  hypothesis.  The  Samoss 
tradition  is  that  they  came  from  a  great  itiand  in  the  west,  the  abode  of  th<e 
blest,  called  Pxtlotu.  The  Tongan  form  of  this  word  would  be  BuUttm,  L& 
Burotu  =BurO'tiit  where  Euro  is  identified  with  the  island  of  Bouro,  and  tm 
assumed  (Fr.  Muller  cautiously  throwing  in  a  "  wahrscheinlich  ")  to  be  a  eon- 
traction  of  to^= sacred,  as  in  Tonga-iabu»  Hence  PtUotu^**  Sacred  Brno.* 
But  pulOf  instead  of  travelling  to  Tonga  in  order  to  be  re-transfonned  to  B^v^ 
may  be  nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  Malay  word  for  island  ;  so  that»  if  t* 
really  stands  for  tabu  (Samoan  tapu),  Pulotu  may  mean  simply  "  the  taaxd. 
Uhmd,"  in  fact  the  tradiUonal  *<home  of  the  blest,'*  lying  to  the  west,  bat  not 
otherwise  now  to  be  identified  with  any  particular  island.  The  present  Sainoo 
word  for  island  is  motu,  which  meaning  **  severed,"  may  eimply  be  a  sabstitBti^ 
after  the  usual  Polynesian  fashion,  for  an  original  pnlo,  whicii  becaiK 
"tabooed  "  in  virtue  of  this  very  tradition.  Fortunately,  however,  the  sop- 
position  that  the  Mahori  migration  was  eastwards  rests  on  more  Mlid 
ments  than  such  strained  etymologies  as  these. 
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the  a4jacent  islanda  and  mainland ;  and  in  a  remarkable  passage  at 
p.  289  of  part  L,  the  writer  deecribes  them  as  strikinglj  like  the 
"Polynesians,"  ie.  the  Mahoris.^  Their  language  also  would 
appear  to  be  of  a  distinctly  Mahori  type,  for  he  represents  it  as  of  a 
▼ery  primitiye  character,  but  little  developed,  and  full  of  vowels,  a 
description  entirely  applicable  to  all  the  eastern  Polynesian  dialects. 
But  the  presence  of  a  Mahori  people,  if  such  they  be,  on  this 
extreme  western  verge  of  the  Malayan  domain,  cannot  be  accounted 
for  by  assuming  a  more  recent  migration  across  all  the  vast  and 
often  densely  peopled  Papiian  and  Malayan  regions,  from  Samoa 
westwaids,  to  and  beyond  Sumatra.  Hence,  the  inevitable  condn- 
sion  that  these  Mant&weys  are  here  autochthonous,  possibly  the  only 
remnant  of  the  western  Mahoris  that  has  escaped  contact  and 
fusion  with  the  intruding  sub-Mongolian  and  other  Asiatic  races. 
In  short,  the  Mahoris  went  eastwards  while  the  common  speech 
was  still  everywhere  in  its  present  primitive  state,  and  before,  or 
possibly  even  in  consequence  of,  the  eruptions  from  the  north — 
eraptions  modifying  in  the  west  the  type  which  preserved  its  purity 
under  exceptional  circumstances  in  the  east. 

Here  the  Mahoris  arrived  first  at  the  Samoan  Archipelago, 
which  point  they  must  have  reached  before  the  western  branch  was 
affected  by  Indian  influences,  for  there  are  no  Sanskrit  elements  in 
their  speech.  As  the  introduction  of  Hindu  culture  into  the  Malay 
Archipelago  is  coincident  with  the  spread  of  Buddhism  about  the 
time  of  the  Christian  era,  the  separation  must  have  taken  place  at 
least  before  that  time.  But  in  point  of  fact  it  occurred  at  a  far 
more  remote  period,  for  the  Eawi,  one  of  the  earliest  languages  to 
be  so  affected,  had  already  been  developed  to  the  agglutinating 
state,  and  a  thousand  years  would  probably  be  needed  for  such  a 
growth.  We  may  therefore  fix  1000  B.a  as  the  latest  date  at 
which  the  Mahoris  make  their  appearance  in  Samoa  From  this 
centre,  and  more  particularly  from  the  island  of  Savaii,  the  principal 
of  the  group,  their  farther  migrations  can  be  traced  with  some 
certainty  from  archipelago  to  archipelago  through  the  uniform 
traditions  of  the  various  groups.  In  these  traditions  Savaii  is  con- 
stantly referred  to  under  diverse  forms  as  the  original  home  of  the 
race,  or  otherwise  persists,  as  shown  in  the  subjoined  list,  which 
will  also  serve  to  illustrate  the  permutation  of  letters  in  all  these 
closely  connected  dialects: — 

^  '*Er  trSgt  80  ganz  tind  gar  das  Gepriige  einespolynesiacheii  Stammei  dan 
man  ihn  weit  e^er  mit  einem  Bewohner  der  SttdBee-IiiMln  vogleichen  mochte." 


614  APPENDIX. 

Sayaiki — Oi^ganie  llBhori  fbnn  of  tlie  word. 

Sayau— TIm  Sunoaa  form ;  h«re  still  the  ntmeof  the  laXandTCfovedto 

in  the  Mahori  tnditioiie. 
Hayaii— TheTahitiea  fonn  ;  here  ''  the  nniYene,"  *'  the  world*"  in  thi 

national  odes  ;  also  the  <dd  capital  of  Baiatea  island. 
Ayaiki — ^The  Barotonga  fonn  ;  here  "the  land  nnder  the  wind." 
Hawaiki — ^The  Maori  form ;  here  the  land  whence  came  the  first 

inhabitants  of  New  Zealand. 
Hayaiki — ^The  Marquesas  form  ;  here  ' '  The  lower  regions  of  the  desd.** 

Over  the  victims  in  haman  sacrifices  sze  nttered  the  weeds, 

*  <  To  fenaa  Havaiki '* = Betom  to  the  land  of  thy  forefidhen. 
Hawaii — ^The  Sandwich  form  ;  here  still  the  chief  island  of  the  groap. 
Heayai— The  form  in  chart  pnblished  by  B.  Foster  in  yoL  y.  of  Cook's 

Second  Yoysge,  and  based  on  information  iiimished  I7 

Tapaia,  a  natlYe  of  Tahiti,  who  had  no  personal  knowledge 

of  Samoa. 
Heawijb — The  form  given  by  Cook  in  his  acconnt  of  his  first  Yisit  to 

New  Zealand  (1770). 

Of  course  it  \b  not  implied  that  each  people  came  directly  from 
SaYaiki,  but  only  that  the  seYeral  migrations  took  place  at  times 
when  the  name  of  their  primcYal  home  was  still  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  all,  or  at  least  still  surYiYed  in  some  mythical  form. 
That  this  home  was  really  Savaii  rather  than,  for  instance,  the 
Tahitan  HaYaii,  or  the  Sandwich  Hawaii,  is  determined  in  faYour 
of  Samoa,  besides  other  considerations,  by  the  presence  of  the  letto-s, 
which  is  organic,  and  which  is  elsewhere  permuted  mostly  to  K 
But  beyond  the  fact  that  all  come  either  directly  or  indirectly  from 
Samoa,  nothing  Yery  positiYC  can  be  stated  regarding  their  mutual 
relations  and  genealogies.  The  subjoined  scheme,  partly  suggested 
by  RcY.  S.  J.  Whitmee,  comes  as  near  to  the  truth  as  is  perhaps 
now  possible : — 
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S^^ 
^*^ 


tss^ 


lia  '  PK 


I 

PuLonr. 
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A  new  branch  represented  by  the  Moto,  Kerapnno,  Elem%  and 
several  other  dialects  (see  list  at  p.  608)  is  here  introduced  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  results  of  exploration  and  missionaiy  vork 
on  the  south-east  coast  of  New  Guinea.  Many  of  these  tcibes, 
though  probably  of  mixed  Mahori  and  Papilan  blood,  aeem  to 
speak  pure  Mahori  languages,^  as  may  be  seen  from  the  following 
brief  specimen  from  Rev.  W.  T.  Turner's  paper  on  the  Motu  people 
in  the  Journal  of  the  Anthropological  InstittUe  for  May  1878 : — 


JSngliah, 

Moiu. 

Bird 

manu 

Oocoanot 

nin 

Come 

mai 

Eye 

mata 

Fruit 

huahna 

Hand 

ima 

Road 

tara 

Woman 

haine 

Water 

Tai 

Mahori, 

manu 

nin 

mai 

mata 

fna 

lima 

ala 

feifine 

▼ai 


JfoZoy. 

manu. 

ngn. 

mai. 

mata. 

boa. 

lima. 

dala. 

bawinsL 


A  comparison  of  the  two  words  for  frvii  and  woman  with  the 
Malay  would  seem  to  imply  that  these  languages  are  Mahori  rather 
than  Malay  dialects,  for  the  change  of/  to  h  (fua  to  huahtta,  etc.)  is 
normal,  and  occurs  regularly,  for  instance  between  the  north-east 
and  south-east  Marquesas  dialects,  whereas  the  change  of  5  to  A  (hma 
to  huahua)  is  unknown.  The  same  conclusion  is  deduced  from  the 
structure  of  these  New  Guinea  idioms,  which  is  extremely  sampk 
and  on  the  same  level  of  development  as  the  Mahori. 

Many  of  the  peculiarities  of  this  linguistic  family  haye  alreadj 
been  incidentally  noticed,  and  may  here  be  briefly  resumed. 
Amongst  the  most  striking  are— 1.  Their  limited  phonetic  systeiB, 
consisting  of  fifteen  letters  only,  five  vowels  and  ten  consonants ; 
2.  The  absence  of  «  in  all  except  Samoaa  and  its  direct  off- 
shoots Tokelan  and  EUice ;  3.  The  great  predominance  of  Toweb 
over  consonants,  no  two  consonants  ever  combining,  and  no  word 
or  syllable  ever  ending  with  a  consonant,  and  hence  the  remark 
that  these  are  languages  "  without  a  backbone ;"  4.  Their  wonder- 
ful homogeneity,  £sir  exceeding  that  of  the  Semitic  and  all  oth^ 
linguistic  families ;  5.  The  almost  total  absence  of  inflexion,  leb- 


^  Mr.  lAwes  has  remarked  on  the  incnashig  leaemhla&oe  of  the 
languages  to  the  Mahori  type  as  we  advance  from  Port  Moresby  along  tbi 
sonth-eastam  seaboard  of  New  Guinea  towards  East  Cape.  At  this  pomt, 
however,  we  meet  the  snb-FapiiAn  races,  and  aU  frirther  affinity 
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tions  being  expressed  by  ieparaU  pofticUt  preceding  and  following 
the  unmodified  root ;  6.  Their  imperfect  differentiation  of  the  parts 
of  speech ;  7.  The  curious  practice  of  '*  tabooing"  words,  such  as 
those  forming  part  of  a  chiefs  name,  either  during  his  lifetime  or 
after  his  death ;  8.  Unaccountable  and  apparently  capricious  inter- 
change of  consonants,  such  as  the  uniy^sal  substitution  of  h  for  i 
Qcmna  for  Uma,  etc.)  now  actually  going  on  in  the  Samoan  groupi 
They  agree  with  the  Malayan  family  chiefly  in  the  possession  of  a 
common  stock  of  roots  and  of  certain  relational  elements.  The 
essential  difference  between  the  two  consists  in  their  different  de- 
grees of  development,  the  Mahori  occupying  an  intermediate  position 
between  the  isolating  and  agglutinating,  the  Malayan  having  already 
fully  reached  the  agglutinating  state.  It  is  also  to  be  noticed  that 
the  literary  Mahori,  which  has  grown  up  of  late  years,  does  not 
always  convey  a  clear  idea  of  its  primitive  simplicity.  The  trans- 
lators of  the  Bible  and  other  works,  partly  through  necessity,  partly 
through  ignorance  of  its  real  genius,  have  introduced  a  number  of 
neologisms,  phrases,  idioms,  and  even  grammatical  forms,  resulting 
in  a  new  language  now  currently  spoken,  especially  in  Tahiti, 
which  Jules  Gamier  describes  as  ''  si  diffi^rente  de  Tancienne  que 
les  vieillards  peuvent  s'entretenir  dans  le  language  de  leur  jeunesse 
sans  que  leurs  fils  les  comprennent" — Oc^anUy  p.  332.  Under  such 
influences  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  rapidly  Mahori  might 
develop  into  a  perfectly  agglutinating  tongue. 

y.  The  Mixsonesian  Races. 

These  occupy  a  comparatively  limited  area,  lying  almost  entirely 
between  the  equator  and  20*"  N.  latitude,  and  stretching  from 
about  180°  E.  or  W.  longitude  westwards  nearly  to  the  PhOippine 
Archipelago.  They  are  otherwise  the  least  interesting  of  all  the  Inter- 
oceanic  races,  presenting  no  distinct  type  and  being  probably  one  of 
the  most  hybrid  races  on  the  globe.  The  main  elements  are  doubt- 
less the  Malayan  and  Mahori ;  but  there  is  evidently  a  Negrito  and 
possibly  in  some  parts  a  Paptan  substratum,  with  a  later  Chinese 
and  Japanese  infusion  due  to  the  junks  frequently  cast  ashore, 
especially  on  the  western  islands.  The  aborigines  of  the  Ladrone 
or  north-western  group  were  extirpated  by  the  Spaniards  during 
the  course  of  the  last  century,  and  these  islands  have  since  been 
repeopled,  mainly  from  the  Philippines,  so  that  there  is  here  an 
additional  Tagalo-Bisayan  element 

Like  the  people,  the  languages  are  also  mixed,  at  least  in  their 
vocabulary.    Their  grammatical  structure  is  on  the  whole  the  same 
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as  that  of  the  Mahori,  bat  the  soTuids  of  j,  eh,  tk,  etc,  pobii  at 
Malayan  influences  on  their  phonetic  system,  while  the  freqaeiMj 
of  closed  syllables  and  the  somewhat  harsh  combinations  of  con- 
sonants may  perhaps  be  traced  to  the  dark  races  by  whom  these 
islands  seem  to  have  been  originally  peopled.  The  points  whieh 
they  have  in  common  with  the  Mahori  are  chiefly  the  accent  falling 
as  a  rule  on  the  penultimate ;  the  article  U  used  (in  the  Kingsmill 
islands)  both  in  a  definite  and  indefinite  sense ;  the  use  of  preposi- 
tions to  indicate  nominal  relations  ;  slight  difierentiation  of  the 
parts  of  speech,  many  words  being  freely  used  indifferently  as 
nouns,  adjectives,  or  verbs,  without  any  modification  of  form;  dnsi 
pronouns ;  coxyugation  by  separate  particles,  except  in  the  Ebon 
(Marshall  group),  in  which  there  are  distinct  temporal  infleziona ; 
frequent  use  of  causatives  and  verbal  directive  partLdes;  the 
custom  of  tabooing  words.  In  the  Pelew  islands  there  is  also  a 
polite  language  as  in  Java. 

Excluding  the  Ladrones,  for  the  reason  above  stated,  the  main 
divisions,  with  their  best  known  dialects,  are  as  under : — 


bA.Vr   AMU    fT. 

)A.R0LIKX8. 

E.  Cabolines. 

Mabshall. 

OiLBSBT. 

Tobl 

Satawal 

Ebon 

Taiawa 

Yap 

Ponape 

Mille 

Knria 

Babelthuap 

Tuker 

Ebnor 

Apamana 

Uruktapel 

Pninipet 

Arorae 

SatahtLan  f 

Ulea 

Lamiu-ek 
Enderbv 
Lnganor 

\ 

Ualan 

A  little  south-east  of  Gilbert  is  the  PhoBuix  Archipelago,  not 
usually  included  in  this  group,  and  apparently  occupying  an  inter- 
mediate position  between  the  Mikronesian  and  the  MahorL  The 
natives  are  of  a  dark  brown  complexion,  with  wavy  and  even  frisdy 
hair,  betraying  the  presence  of  Papiian  bloody  which  is  even  found 
in  Penrhyn,  still  farther  to  the  east. 


YL  The  Malayan  Races. 

The  relation  in  which  the  Malayan  stands  to  the  Mahori  stock 
has  already  been  discussed.  Its  peculiarly  mixed  character  is 
strikingly  illustrated  by  the  extraordinary  number  of  distinct 
physical  and  linguistic  elements  in  this  group.    In  the  accounts  oi 
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all  nataralUts  and  explorers  we  constantly  meet  with  oonunents  on 
the  great  variety  of  types  everywhere  presented  by  the  natives  of 
the  Indian  Archipelago.  This  is  particularly  true  of  their  lan- 
guages, which  are  almost  uniformly  represented  as  possessing, 
besides  a  common  Malayan,  at  least  one  and  often  two  other  ele- 
ments ;  and  this  is  the  case  not  only  with  those  in  Floris,  Ceram, 
Jilolo,  and  other  eastern  islands  evidently  made  up  of  Malayan  and 
Papuan  ingredients,  and  therefore  above  classed  with  the  sub- 
Papiian  West,  but  also  with  the  western  Sundas,  Javanese,  Bali, 
Sassak,  and  most  of  the  Sumatra  tongues.  Some  of  these  foreign 
elements  are  easily  traced  to  Indian  and  Arabian  sources,  in- 
troduced with  the  spread  first  of  the  Hindu  and  then  of  the 
Mohammedan  religion.  Thus  the  old  Eawi  of  Java  and  the  Bali- 
nese  are  largely  affected  by  Sanskrit,  the  Atyeh  of  Sumatra  by 
Arabic  elements.  But  others  go  much  further  back,  and  seem 
to  be  due  to  the  prehistoric  inroads  from  the  Asiatic  mainland, 
which  have  everywhere  so  profoundly  modified  the  original  western 
Mahori  type  in  these  regions.  The  result  is  a  far  greater  diversity 
of  speech  than  is  perhaps  to  be  found  in  any  other  distinct  lin- 
guistic family;  and  the  languages  of  two  neighbouring  islands — such, 
for  instance,  as  Nassau  and  Nias — often  present  greater  divergencies 
than  will  be  found  in  almost  any  two  given  Aryan  tongues 

In  its  widest  extent  the  area  of  the  Malayan  langua<re  and  its 
direct  offshoots  extends  from  Madagascar  across  the  Indian  Ocean 
north-eastwards  to  the  island  of  Formosa  on  the  Chinese  seaboard. 
It  includes  the  peninsula  of  Malacca  as  far  north  as  the  isthmus 
of  Erah,  about  lO"*  N.  lat.,  but  excludes  all  the  eastern  islands 
comprised  in  the  western  branch  of  the  Papuan  group  dealt  with 
in  Section  III.  of  General  Scheme,  besides  the  Negrito  element  of 
the  Philippines,  Malacca,  and  Andaman.  The  grouping  of  this 
widespread  and  heterogeneous  family  presents  so  many  and  such 
formidable  difficulties  that  no  thoroughly  satisfactory  scheme  is 
possible.  The  subjoined  has  at  least  the  advantage  of  giving  a 
comprehensive  view  of  all  its  recognised  divisions  without  pre- 
tending to  determine  the  mutual  relations  in  which  these  may 
otherwise  stand  to  each  other  : — 
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Hare  there  is  little  beyond  mere  dialectic  yariety  in  the  first 

column.  The  Bahdea  Maldyu  (y!^  C/^)>  ^'  Malay  language 
proper,  where  current  in  the  Archipelago,  is  eyerywhere  spoken, 
with  remarkable  uniformity,  and  even  the  ruder  dialects  of  the 
uncivilised  tribes  in  Malacca  and  Sumatra  do  not  differ  essentially 
from  the  literary  or  High  Malay.  The  so-called  "  Low  Malay  **  of 
Batavia  is  not  a  distinct  variety  at  all,  but  only  a  broken  or  con- 
ventional lingua  frarica  serving  as  the  common  medium  of  inter- 
course between  the  natives  and  Europeans,  and  resembling  the 
kind  of  nngrammatical  Hindustani  current  in  Anglo-Indian  house- 
holds. The  Batavian  proper  is  rather  a  mixed  Sundanese  than  a 
Maky  language.  Malay  proper  is  vernacular  in  Malacca,  a  large 
portion  of  Sumatra,  in  the  islands  of  Billiton,  Bangka,  Paigor, 
Penang,  Singapore,  Rhio-Lingga,  Banda,  in  parts  of  the  Moluccas 
and  Timor,  and  generally  round  the  coast  of  Borneo.  In  structure 
it  is  much  simpler  than  any  of  its  congeners,  and  thus  forms  the 
direct  connecting  link  between  them  and  the  Mahori  group.  Its 
primeval  home  cannot  now  be  determined,  though  the  traditions 
point  rather  at  Palembang  and  Menangkabu,  in  Sumatra,  than  the 
peninsula  of  Malacca.  Of  the  Malay  nation  there  are  three  broad 
divisions,  or  rather  social  and  class  distinctions,  as  under  : — 

1.  Orang^Maldyu,  the  Malays  proper,  understood  to  refer  to  the  semi- 
civilized  and  settled  communities  in  Snmatra,  Ma- 
lacca, Borneo,  etc,  all  of  whom  are  Mohammedans, 
speaking  High  Malay,  and  with  a  litenitare  written 
in  the  Arabic  characters. 

Z  Onmff'LaiUf  "  men  of  the  sea,"  the  "  sea  gipsies  *'  of  English  writers, 

living  mainly  on  the  water,  engaged  almost  excin- 
sively  in  fishing,  and  from  time  immemorial  ad- 
dicted to  piracy  :  **cujo  officio  he  rubor  e  jpeacar,** 
(De  Barros,  quoted  by  Crawfnrd.)  They  are  the 
Bajaua  of  Celebes,  and  very  probably  akin  to  the 
lUanos  of  Mindanao  and  the  I^annns  of  Borneo. 

&  Ortmg'BiwAufa,  ''men  of  the  soil,*'  known  also  as  Orang'UtaUp 

"wild  men;"  Orang-Ounung,  "Highlanders;" 
Orang-DanU,  "  Landsmen,"  etc  ;  the  savage  and 
unlettered  wild  tribes  of  the  interior  of  Malacca, 
parts  of  Sumatra,  Rhio-Lingga,  and  other  islands  in 
Malacca  Straits.  All  speak  mde  but  pure  Malay 
dialects,  and  are  divided  into  a  great  number  of 
tribes,  known  generally  by  the  names  of  the  dis- 
tricts and  the  rivers  occupied  by  them.  Notwith- 
standing their  collectiTe  designation  of  Orang- 
Beniiwa,  we  have  seen  that  they  cannot  be  regarded 
as  the  true  autochthones  of  Midacca. 
2  8 
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The  peoples  here  grouped  as  wb-MdUiyan  differ  from  tiie  trae 
Malays  both  in  speech  and  physique.  Their  languages  posses, 
besides  a  common  Malay,  many  other  elements,  which  can  no 
longer  be  traced  to  their  origin,  and  on  which  it  would  be  uselea 
to  speculate.  Many  anthropologists  recognise  with  Junghuhn  two 
distinct  brown  types,  the  true  Malay  and  the  pre-Malay,  in  tbo 
Indian  Archipelago.  According  to  this  view,  to  the  first  wocdd 
belong  the  Malays,  Rcijangs,  Atyehs  (Atchinese),  Javaneee,  Snnda- 
Liese,  Madurese,  and  Philippine  Islanders ;  to  the  second,  the  Bat- 
taks,  Passumahs,  Lampongs,  and  the  natives  of  Nias,  Batu,  Snniba, 
Rotti,  Dau,  Savu,  Samau,  Allor,  Pantar,  Lombem,  Adoner,  Solor, 
Bali,  South  Celebes,  and  Moluccas.  The  pre-Malayans  are  lepce- 
sented  as  a  taller  and  more  muscular  race  than  the  others,  with  less 
prominent  cheek-bones,  a  lighter  shade  of  brown,  with  a  ruddy 
tinge  on  the  cheeks,  beard  more  developed,  and  hair  of  finer  texture 
and  more  inclined  to  a  brown  colour.  For  this  race  Logan's  term 
Indoneiian  has  recently  been  revived  by  Dr.  Hamy,  who  regards  the 
pre-Malay  population  as  ^'  fort  voisines  des  Polyndsiens  [Mahori] 
proprement  dits"  {Bui,  d$  la  Soc.  d$  OSograpkie,  xiiL  1877,  p^ 
491) ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  most  of  the  features  above 
specified  are  oharacteristio  of  the  Mahoris.  But  this  is  merely  a 
fresh  confirmation  of  the  theory  here  advocated  that  Malaysia  was 
originally  peopled  by  the  Mahori  race,  which  afterwards  became 
modified  in  various  proportions  by  fusion  with  intruding  peoples 
from  the  north.  Hence  there  can  be  nothing  surprising  in  the 
fiact  that  some  of  these  mixed  western  races  should  continue  s^ 
to  show  greater  resemblance  to  the.  unmixed  eastern  brandi  thaa 
others.  It  is  simply  a  question  of  greater  or  less  fusion  wil^ 
foreign  elements,  all  alike  being  primarily  of  one  stock.  Hence 
neither  the  expression  Indonetian  nor  the  theory  involved  in  it  caa 
here  be  accepted. 

To  mark  the  differences  in  question  a  better  term  seems  to  he 
iub-Malayf  which  recognises  both  the  physical  and  linguistic  differ- 
ences, and  the  original  unity  of  the  races  in  questioa  Hence  by 
sub-Malayan  will  be  understood  everything  in  the  archqielago  that 
is  neither  distinctly  Malay  nor  sub-Papfian  West 

But  this  expression  cannot  be  so  conveniently  extended  to  the 
Tagalo-Bisayan,  Formosan,  and  Malagasy;  because  in  these  ex- 
treme north-eastern  and  south-western  divisions  we  are  dealing 
with  a  different  phenomenon.  Here  we  have,  not  a  fusion  of  aa 
original  Mahori  stock  with  various  sub-Mongolian  and  other 
Asiatic  peoples,  resulting  in  the  present  Malay  and  sub-Malayan 
races  of  the  archipelago,  but  a  later  spread  of  the  Malay  race  iteelf 
east  and  west  to  the  Philippines,  Formosa^  and  Madt^gascar,  and 
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there  partly  absorbing  local  elements.  The  dbtinction  is  important, 
and  necessary  to  the  understanding  of  the  curious  fact  that  the 
Malay  language  presents  in  some  respects  closer  affinities  to  the 
distant  Malady  and  Formosan  than  it  does  to  some  spoken  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  archipelago,  as  for  instance  the  Mangkassara  and 
Bugis  of  South  Celebes.  Mangkassara  and  Bugis  are  the  outcome 
i)f  prehistoric  amalgamations  of  Mahori  and  Asiatic  races;  Mala- 
gasy and  Formosan  are  the  result  of  the  comparatively  recent  spread 
of  the  Malay  language  to  those  remote  Asiatic  and  African  islands. 
The  languages  of  the  Philippine  Archipelago  are  so  numerous 
and  so  irregularly  distributed,  that  it  may  be  convenient  here  to 
tabulate  them  according  to  the  islands  and  provinces  in  which  they 
are  current.  The  list  includes  the  twenty-six  officially  recognised 
languages  only,  data  still  failing  for  the  classification  of  the  numer- 
ous idioms  spoken  by  the  Tagalo-Bisayan  and  Negrito  wild  tribes — 


Tagala 


Binyia 


Biool. 


Ilocano 


Idand  Xuam;  provinces  Bataan,  Bnlacan,  Oamarinas,  N. 

Cavita,    Isabela,    Lagana,   Manila,  Iforong,  Nneva 

Ec^a,  Principe,  Tayabaa,  Zambalea.    Island  Mindoro 

ezclnsively. 
Islands  Panay,  Boool,  Oebo,  Leyte,  Ticao,  Romblon,  and 

Samar  exclusively  ;   also  in  parts  of  ialanda  Mind- 
anao and  N^groe. 
Luzon;  provinces  Alhay,  Gamarine^  N.  and  S.  Tay&bas; 

also  in  island  Borias  exdnsively,  and  in  parts  of 

islands  Masbate,  Ticao,  Catandnanes. 
Luzon ;  provinces  Abra,  Bengnet,  Cagayan,  Booos,  N.  and 

S.  Lepanto,  Nueva  Edja,  Pampanga,  Pangasinan, 

Principe,  Union,  2iambale8. 
Luzon;  provinces  Bataan,  Nneva  Ec^a,  Pampanga,  Porac, 

Zambales. 
Luzon ;  provinces  Bengnet,  Bonboc,  Lepanta,  Tiagan. 


Pampango 

Igorrote 

Pangasinan.  Luzon ;  provinces  Bengnet,  N.  Ec^a,  Pangasinan,  Zambales. 

.  Luzon  ;  province  Bontoc. 

.  Luzon  ;  province  Cagayan. 

.  Luzon;  provinces  Cagayan  and  Isabela.    Islands  Batanes 
(Bushee). 

.  Luzon ;  province  Cagayan. 

.  Luzon  ;  provinces  Cagayan,  Isabela,  Kueva  Yizcaya,  Saltan. 

.  Luzon ;  province  Cagayan. 


Suflin 
Itanes 
Ibanag 

Idayan 

Gaddan 

Dada3ra 

Apayao      .       »«  m  h 

Malaneg     .       „  „  „ 

Tinguinan.  Luzon  ;  province  Ilocos  N. 
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Ibilao       ) 

Ifucao     I    ^'^^^^ »  proyince  Kneya  Tiscaya. 

Uongota    .  Luzon ;  provinoes  Nuera  Tizcaya,  Prindpa 

Zambal     .  Lozon  ;  proTince  ZamlwiL 

Gebuano   .  Island  K^gros. 

Manobo    ,  Island  Mindanao ;  Cotabatn  district. 

Mandaya  •  Mindanao  ;  Zamboanga  district. 

Coynvo     •  Islands  Calamianea. 

Agntaino  ,        „  „ 

Panayano .  Island  Negros. 

It  thus  appears  that  all  are  spoken  almost  exdnsiTely  in 
Luzon  except  these  seven  : — ^Bisayan^  Cebuano,  Panayano,  Manobo, 
OoyuYO,  Mandaya,  and  Agutaina  Bisayan  is  the  most  widely 
diffused,  but  Tagala,  or  better,  Tagalog,  is  probably  spoken  by  the 
greatest  number.  These  are  by  far  the  most  highly  developed  of 
all  the  MaUiyan  languages,  and  may  be  regarded  as  oocopying  aa 
intermediate  position  between  the  agglutinating  and  inflerting 
states. 

Many  of  the  sub-Malayan  and  Tagalo-Bisayan  languages  have 
long  been  reduced  to  writing,  and  the  Battak  people  have  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  only  known  lettered  cannibals.  They  are 
even  credited  with  the  invention  of  an  alphabet ;  but  this  is  a 
mistake,  all  the  Malayan  writing  systems  being  ultimately  based 
on  the  archaic  Devanftgari  of  the  Asoka  inscriptions^  though  now 
departing  greatly  from  that  type  in  their  form.  There  are  alto- 
gether eleven  distinqt  systems,  of  which  seven  are  still  current — 
four  in  Sumatra ;  one  in  Java,  common  also  to  Bali,  Lombok,  and 
Palembang ;  one  in  Celebes,  common  to  Bugis,  Mangkaasar,  and 
all  the  cultivated  languages  of  that  island ;  and  one  in  Luson  for 
the  Tagala.  Of  the  four  obsolete,  one  was  peculiar  to  the  Sun- 
danese,  one  to  Celebes,  one  to  Sumbawa,  and  one  to  the  Bisayas  of 
the  Philippines.  In  connection  with  this  subject  it  is  carious  to 
learn  from  Mr.  Park  Harrison  that  the  Motu  people  of  south-esst 
coast  New  Guinea  (see  pi  616)  use  for  tattoo  marks  letters  said  to 
resemble  those  of  the  Indian  Asoka  inscriptions,  and  disposed  in 
the  same  order  as  in  the  B^'ang  and  Lampong  alphabets  of 
Sumatra.  They  have  of  course  no  knowledge  of  the  value  of  the» 
signs,  which  for  them  are  mere  charms  or  ornaments  taken  pro- 
bably from  some  MS.  left  behind  by  Sumatnm  traders  or  pirstes 
on  the  coast  In  the  same  way  we  are  told  that  they  are  fond  of 
transferring  to  their  bodies  the  patterns  on  the  English  chintns 
brought  here  by  the  traders  from  Australia. 
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The  subjoined  comparatiye  table  of  the  five  first  numerals  in 
forty-eight  Interoceanic  langoages  may  serve  to  illustrate  the  various 
relations  existing  between  tbem«  They  are  restricted  to  five,  be- 
cause that  is  the  limit  of  Australian  numeration.^  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  word  for  fioe  is  spread  over  the  whole  area,  from 
Hawaii  to  Madagascar — ^lima,  rima,  nima^  dima,  dimi,  eta  The 
interchange  of  the  liquid  and  dental  is  by  no  means  rare,  and  occurs 
often  enough  even  within  the  Aryan  family,  as  in  Greek,  Saicpv, 
Gothic  tagr,  and  English  tear^  answering  to  Latin  lacryma,  French 
larme.  The  original  meaning  of  this  word  was  hand,  representing 
the  five  digits,  a  meaning  still  retained  in  the  Mahori,  as  in 
Samoan  lima  =  hand  and  fiva  But  the  primitive  sense  is  lost  in 
the  Malayan  branch,  where  the  word  tangan  (Malay  and  Javanese), 
tahan,  ianghan  (Malagacfy),  etc,  takes  the  place  of  lima,  hand. 
Here  we  have  a  fresh  and  striking  proof  that  Mahori  comes  far 
nearer  to  the  organic  Indo-Pacific  speech  than  does  the  Malayan 
branch ;  and  that  the  elements  common  to  both  are  not  due,  as 
Crawfuid  supposed,  to  the  spread  of  Malayan  influences  in  the 
South  Pacific  Ocean.  They  are  the  common  primeval  inheritance 
preserved  on  the  whole  more  faithfully  iu  the  east  than  in  the  west 

^  At  least  this  is  the  generally  leceiTed  opinion;  yet  D'Urville  quotes 
from.  Gaimard  the  names  of  all  the  nnits  besides  those  for  10  and  20  peculiar 
to  the  natives  of  Gulf  St.  Vincent.  But,  as  he  remarks,  the  list  is  evidently 
defective,  and  cannot  be  at  all  relied  upon.  The  same  word  is  given  for  6  and 
9  ipaltann),  and  another  for  7  and  20  (kntcho,  knatcho),  words  which  pro- 
bably mean  nothing  more  than  many,  muUUttde,  etc  ( Fayage  de  V  Astrolabe, 
p.  8).  On  the  other  hand,  some  tribes  seem  to  be  able  to  express  some  of  the 
higher  round  numbers  by  particular  expedients.  Thus  tiie  Lake  Condah 
(Victoria)  people  say  bolita  murung,  i,e,  "two  hands**  for  ten  (Brough 
Smyth,  iL  117).  Elsewhere  he  remarks  that  the  hands  and  fingers  are  often 
used  "to  convey  the  idea  of  numbers  exceeding  those  in  their  vocabulary.  A 
native  will  hold  up  his  hand,  spread  out  his  fingers,  and  open  and  shut  them 
rapidly,  when  he  wishes  to  give  a  notion  of  the  great  numbers  of  kangaroos  he 
has  seen.*' — iL  4. 
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ov 


THE  INTEEOCEANIO  RACES  AND  LANGUAGE& 


AcHUfm 
Adane      • 
Adang 

Adminlty 


AStifl,  AXtas,  Itas 


Agntaino-Calamiano  . 
Ahtiago  . 
Aiawong  . 
AitataU  . 
Akakol  . 
Alafora  • 
Alagaetes. 
Alfmo 


AUor       . 

Aloma      • 

Axnamlns 

Amherbaki 
AmbUa    • 

See  Atyeh. 

L  Wild  tribes,  Lnxon,  pioTince  Hooos,  CanbolloB 
mountaixis ;  Tagala  stock  with  distinct  speech ;  other 
fonnfl  are  Adajogino,  Adaugta,  Adaaite.  II.  Dyak 
dialect,  N.  Borneo. 

Islands,  N.  coast  New  Guinea ;  sub-Pftpdan  stock  and 
speech.  Known  only  from  the  nnmerals  and  a  few 
wwds  given  by  H.  N.  Moseley  in  /our.  Anthrop,  In, 
for  May  1877. 

The  aboriginal  Negrito  race^  Philippine  Islands ;  fonnd 
in  Luzon,  Negros,  Ffenayi  Mindoro,  Mindanao,  and 
probably  Palawan,  and  numbering  about  25,000. 
Aeta  is  a  Tagala  word  meaning  **  black." 

Tribe  Philippines ;  Calamianes  Islands;  speech  distinct. 

Dialect,  S.  coast  Ceram  (Wallace). 

Australian  tribe ;  W.  coast 

See  Her?ey. 

Mincopie  tribe,  Middle  Andaman  Island,  E.  coast 

See  AlfnTO. 

Wild  tribe,  Luzon ;  proYinoe  Pangasinan. 

A  term  applied  by  the  Dutch  and  Malays  to  the  non- 
Mohainmedan  and  undviliBed  peoples  of  Jilolo,  Ceram, 
the  Moluccas,  Flores,  Timor,  N.  Celebes,  Omby, 
Bouro,  etc.  Has  no  ethnical  significance,  and  is  of 
uncertain  origin,  but  generally  derived  l^rom  the 
Arabic  Alforias  independent,  free.  Other  forms  are 
Alfoer,  Arfttr,  Alafora,  Harafor.    See  p.  696. 

Island  between  Flores  and  Timor ;  sub-Papftan  type ; 
speech  distinct 

Pjpoperly  the  N.  peninsula  Jilolo,  now  applied  to  the 
whole  island.    See  Jilolo. 

Tribe,  S.K  New  Quinea,  about  Keppel  Point }  speech 
distinct ;  Mahori  stock  ? 

Islands,  130  m.  R  from  Malacca  Straits,  8*  N.  lat  j 
natives  mostly  Orang-Laut 

See  liiftfon. 

Island ;  see  Bourn ;  speech  distinct ;  snb-PkpiUn  ? 
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Amboynt. 


Ambrym  . 
Anamaropu 
Andaman . 

•        • 

1        • 

Aneitynm 
Annatom  . 

:  ! 

Aniwa      •        . 

1            • 

Ankola     • 

• 

Annatom  . 

1            • 

Antankan 

t           • 

Anuda 

.     ) 

Cherry 
Anadha    . 

' 

Florida     • 

Apayao     • 

Apayo 

Arfak 

• 

Arorae 

1            • 

Am,  Axra 

•        '  • 

Asahan 
Asilnla     • 
AtaAi 


Atchtn 

Atiu 

Atyeh 


Awtnl 


APPENDIX. 

Sub-lCalay  atoek;  aeveral  distinct  idioms,  of  vliich 
chief  are  : — Saparfta,  Haronkon,  Nonaalan^  ffik, 
and  Negori-Ampat ;  now  being  sapereeded  bj  Mahy 
(Van  Hoeyell  in  Fourth  Series,  toL  L,  ^drwgeu 
PhiloL  Geo,  and  Ethna.  ImtituU  of  ZhOek  BaM 
Indies:  Hagae,  1877).  Wallaoe  mentioiu  the  Liang 
on  N.  coast;  Moiella  and  Mamalla  on  N.W.  oosst; 
Batn-Merah  at  town  Amboyna ;  Lariki,  Asihihi,  and 
Wakasiho  on  W.  coast,  originally  from  Tenste; 
regards  the  natives  as  a  miztoie  of  Malays,  Otanmese^ 
Chinese,  Portngnese^  and  Dutch  (p.  300). 

See  N.  Hebrides. 

Tribe,  S.E.  New  Guinea ;  see  p.  609. 

See  Minoopie. 

Island,  New  Hebrides ;  distinct  snb-PlaptUai  spaet^  (V. 
der  Grabelent^  toL  L) 

Island,  New  Hebrides ;  here  is  a  Mshori  colony  speaki^ 
a  Ifahori  dialect. 

SeeBatta. 

See  Aneitynm. 

See  Sakalava. 

Island,  E.  from  Santa  Cras  group ;  Uahori  stock  and 
speech. 

See  Solomon  Islands. 

Wild  tribe,  Lnzon,  in  moimtsinons  prorineea  Cagayin 
and  Ilocos ;  Tagala  stock ;  distinct  speech. 

Hill  tribes,  N.W.  N.  Ouines,  about  Dorey,  Geelvink  Bsy ; 
PaptUm  stock ;  aldn  to  the  Mafors  and  Bi^  ialanden. 

Island,  Gilbert  group ;  speech  wrongly  said  to  be  mixed 
Samoan  and  Hawaii ;  is  Mikronesian. 

Islands  near  S.W.  coast  Guinea ;  natives  genenlly  eoe- 
sidered  of  trae  Pspiian  stock ;  speech.  diiSinet ; 
several  dialects,  Wanmia,  Wokan,  Ougia,  Wanumbse. 
But  Von  Rosenbeig  regards  them  as  sub-Fq>fisB, 
"  intennediate  bet¥reen  the  Malayan  and  Bi^Aa 
races,"  (iL  836). 

Sumatra  tribe,  hslf-raste  Malays  and  Battaa. 

See  Amboyna. 

Duke  of  York's  Island,  Tokelau  gr.;  Mahori  rtock; 
speech  a  Samoan  dialect^  now  nearly  supenedad  by 
pura  Samoan. 

See  Atyeh. 

Island.    See  Hervey. 

Vulg.  Achtn^  Atekeen,  through  tbe  Portugneae  fen 
Aekine;  sub-Malayan  stock,  N.  end  Sumatra  (sad 
Hog  Island  ?) ;  speech  mixed  with  Sanaloit,  Dnri- 
dian,  and  .^abic  elements, '  snd  written  with  fht 
Arabic  character.  Dr.  Van  Leent  says  they  sit 
Malays  with  Indian  blood,  presenting  affinities  witb 
the  natives  of  Malabar  and  Coiomandel  coasts. 

I.  The  collective  name  hero  adopted  for  the  darit  Au- 
stralian and  Tasmanian  races ;  see  p.  694.  11.  Idssdi 
E.  from  Tahiti;  native  name  Tnboai;  qieedi  skis 
toTahitian. 
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AwnljA     , 

Awkojuwai 

Baba      • 
B^jan       • 
Wajan  • 

Bak-on-date 
Baladea    . 
Balawa     • 
BalineM   • 


Balow       • 
Banca,  Bangka  . 


BandA 


Bando  Fkttcliaditti 
Bangka 
Bai\jenna88in 
Bankneit  . 
Bantam    • 
Bantek     . 

Baailwa  • 
Benftwa  . 
Baayak 


Banlia-baraba  . 

Bamawartha 
Barrath    • 
Baaa-Eoring 
Basa-Menak 
Baahi 


Badal 


Dialect  S.  coast  Ceram ;  natives  *'  of  Polynesian  type  " 

(WaUaoe,  p.  604). 
Minoopie  tribe ;  middle  Andaman  island,  W.  coast. 

Island,  Serwatty  gr.,  K  from  Timor ;  speech  distinct. 

Properly  the  Orang-Lant  of  Celebes ;  perhaps  from  the 
Javanese  B%)ag  =  pirate,  rover;  speech  mixed  with 
Chinese  and  Japanese  elements. 

Australian  tribe,  Wickllife,  W.  Victoria. 

Laige  tribe,  New  Caledonia ;  snb-Plapilan  East. 

Mincopie  tribe,  N.  Andaman. 

Snb-Malayan.  Of  1000  words  479  are  common  to 
Javanese  and  Malay,  rest  local  and  Sanskritic  Three 
varieties,  the  old  or  theological,  the  polite,  and  the 
vnlgar ;  spoken  exclusively  in  Bali  and  round  coast 
adjacent  island  Lombok ;  is  written  with  the  Javan- 
ese character. 

Dyak  tribe,  Borneo;  Simni^on  river,  Sarawak  (Wal- 
lace, p.  61). 

Island,  E.  coast  Sumatra ;  natives  of  Malay  stock  called 
"  Orang-Gunung,"  ue. "  Highlanders ; "  speech  a  rude 
Malay  dialect  closely  akin  to  that  of  the  Malacca 
wild  tribes.  People  now  much  mixed  with  Chinese^ 
Javanese,  and  other  elements. 

Islands,  S.  from  Ceram ;  aborigines,  probably  Pftpiians, 
have  disappeared;  some  still  smvive  in  the  Key 
islands,  whither  they  migrated  when  the  Dutch  oc- 
cupied Banda  in  17th  century.  Present  inhabitants 
a  hybrid  race  mixed  of  Malay,  Papuan,  Arab,  Portu- 
guese, and  Dutch  elements. 

(Lake  lipson)  Australian  tribe,  Cooper*s  Creek. 

See  Banca. 

Malay  nation;  S.E.  Borneo. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria. 

Sundanese  dialect ;  W.  Java. 

Sub-Malayan  tribe  close  to  Menado,  N.  Celebes ;  speech 
distinct  (Wallace,  p.  266). 

See  Orang-Banfiwa. 

Islands  off  W.  coast  Sumatra,  2^  N.  lat. ;  natives 
originally  from  Nias  island  and  Sumatra;  the  two 
types  still  sharply  distinguished;  speech  peculiar 
"  im  Lauf  der  Zeit  entstanden  "  (Von  Bosenberg,  i. 
122).    Nias,  Atyeh,  and  Malay  also  spoken. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  Biver  Murray,  between  Echuca 
and  Darling  Junction. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  Upper  Murray  and  Indigo  Creek. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  Sherbrooke  Creek. 

i.e.  "Serf-language,**  the  Low  Sundanese ;  W.  Java. 

i.e.  ''Noble  language,'*  the  High  Sundanese. 

Islands  N.  of  Philippines  ;  natives  of  Malay  stock ; 
speak  the  Ibanag  language^  current  also  in  province 
CagayaOf  Luxon. 

WUd  tribe,  Bialaoca ;  Naning  district ;  *<  unadulterated 
MaUya  **  (Logan). 
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Batanet    • 
Batayian  . 

Batchian  . 


Batta 

Battak 

Batak 


Bata 


Bata-mara 

Ban  . 
Bauro 
Bawian    . 


Behisotra  • 

Belang 
Bilong 

BellUm-beUilm  . 
Belonese  . 

Bentenang        • 

Betsimasaraca   . 
Betaimisaraca    . 


Betiflao    • 

Bezanozano 

BiaJQ 

BUjok      . 
BiAk 

Bieol 


blaada  same  aa  Baahi,  which  see. 

Simdaneae  dialect  mixed  with  Malay  dements  ;  ipoka 
in  town  and  district  of  Batavia,  W.  end  Java. 

Island  W.  side  S.  peninsula  Jilolo ;  snb-MalaTan,  laee 
and  language  akin  to  thoae  of  Tidor  and  Temste. 
Hers  are  also  some  GaleiaSy  Oiang-SiFsniy  and  peopk 
from.  Tomore  Island,  K  Celebes. 

Lsige  nation,  Sumatra,  between  the  Atyehs  N.  sad 
Ifalays  S. ;  sub^lCalayan  type.  Althon^  mmiihah, 
have  a  written  langoage,  of  which  chief  dialects  tn 
the  Toba,  Mandailin  or  Ankola,  Dairi,  Pakpak,  and 
Zin^cal ;  alphabet  based  on  the  DevanftgaiL  Ant  of 
Batta  oonntry,  17,000  square  miles;  popnlsiiafi 
abont  820,000. 

Islands  W.  oosst  Snmatia,  between  Nias  and  Nasssa ; 
natives  originally  Itom  South  Nias ;  still  speak  same 
hmguage. 

Tribe  dose  to  town  Amboyna,  Moluccas  ;  speedi  dis- 
tinct, with  Ceram  and  Malay  elementa. 

See  Fiji. 

See  Solomon  Islands. 

Idand  N.  coast  of  Java,  60  miles  W.  of  Madura  Stait ; 
speech  dosdyakin  to  Madurese;  Javanese  cmRns 
in  one  district 

SeeSakakva. 

Tribe,  Minabasai  N.  Odebes;  speech  distinct,  with 
Mslay  and  Tagala  dements ;  people  sub-lCalayan? 

Austrslian  tribe,  L.  Wellington,  Gippdand,  Victoria. 

Chief  people  B.  Timor ;  sub-Papiian ;  speech  distinct, 
with  sub-dialects  Teto^  Vaiqueno,  "Vlale.     See  Timor. 

Tribes  N.  Celebes,  Minahawa ;  sub-Papfian  ;  speeek  din- 
tinct,  with  Malay  and  Tagala  dements. 

Collective  name  of  the  people  on  £L  coast  MadagBKsr; 
sub-Malayan  stock  and  speech;  impinge  on  tk 
Sakalavas  about  48°  B.  long.,  near  N.  W.  ooast ;  dn^ 
tribes— Sihanakas  (40,000),  Tankays  (50,000),  Tas- 
alas  (20,000),  Ikongos  (20,000).--(Bishop  Kessd]- 
Cornish,  Tour  in  North  MadagatooBr^  1877.  jhsso.^ 
Total  population,  800,000. 

Hova  Nation,  Madagascar;  S.  of  province  Imerina,  wd^ 
distinct  Malagasy  didect. 

Tribe  £.  coast  Madagascar,  with  distinct  Malagasy  d»- 
lect ;  akin  to  the  Betsimiaaraca. 

A  Javanese  ooUeetive  name  for  the  Orang-Lan^  whici 


Dyak  tribes,  8.  Borneo,  Banjermassin* 

Island  Gedvink  Bay,  N.  coast  New  Guinea ;  Psptes 
stock  and  speech ;  akin  to  Mafors  and  Arfaka. 

Nation,  Philippines;  sub-Malayan  stock, 
between    Tagalas  and    Bisayans;    speedi 
spoken  in  provinces  Albay,  Camaiines  N.  and  Si^ 
^yabas,  Luzon,  also  in  Island  Burias  exdosivd^ 
and  in  parts  of  Islands  Masbate,  Ticao,  Catandasaeii 
and  a<^aceut  idets;   in  importance  ruiks  next  Ip 
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BQe&eliimbo 
BUas 
BiUiton    . 


BiBayA 
BisayaQ    . 


BCMTM 

Bom 
Bozo 


Boeton 

Batang  . 
Bogtjlab  . 
Bojingljtda 
BoUumgo  . 


BoUmg-bltaxL    . 


Boni 
Boonooiong 

BOHMO       • 


Bonuiulft  • 
Botango    . 


TBg^og  and  Bisayan.  Biool  is  spoken  in  greatest 
parity  abont  Mount  Tsarog,  pTovinoe  Camarines, 
though  these  people  an  often  enoneonsly  called 
IgozTOtes  ( Jagor). 

S.  Anstnlian  tribe. 

Negrito  tribe,  Malacfia. 

Isluid  midway  between  8.  Sumatra  and  Borneo ;  natives 
chiefly  Oimag-Lant,  here  called  Sika. 

Bnb-MiJayan  people,  K  Sombawa;  speech  distinct; 
cQirent  also  in  W.  part  Island  Floris,  and  interven- 
ing islets. 

Dyak  tribe^  N.  Borneo,  on  river  Limbang. 

ue.  "Painted,*'  *' tattooed;"  next  to  the  Tagalaa  the 
chief  nation  in  Philippines ;  snb-Malayan  stock ; 
speech  distinct  and  akhi  to  Tagala.  Spoken  with 
great  dialectic  variety  by  about  1,000,000  in  Islands 
Psnay,  Bicol,  Zebn,  Leyte,  Ticao,  Bomblon,  and 
Samar  exdnsively;  also  in  parts  of  Mindanao  and 
Negros;  is  thus  the  most  widely  di£fhsed  in  the 
arc^pelago ;  formerly  written  in  a  peculiar  chaxacter 
based  on  the  Bevanfigari,  and  now  obsolete. 

Island  E.  from  Celebes,  near  W.  coast  Ceram ;  natives 
snb-Pftptan  in  interior  with  Ceram  affinities,  sub- 
Malayan  on  coast  with  Celebes  affinities ;  speech  of 
former  akin  to  Ceram,  of  latter  akin  to  that  of  Xulla 
Islands  fixrther  N. ;  varieties  are — Cajeli,  Wayapo, 
Massaratty,  on  E.  ooast.  Boeroe  is  the  Dutch  spell- 
ing, to  be  pronounced  Bum.  Touching  the  state- 
ment that  this  island  was  the  starting-point  of  the 
first  Mahori  dispersion,  see  p.  612. 

Island  off  S.  end  S.E.  iwninimla  Celebes ;  speech  akin 
to  BngiB,  and  written  in  the  Bngis  character. 

Mincopie  tribe,  S.  Andaman. 

Minoopie  tribe,  S.  Andaman. 

Sub-Paptian  tribe,  N.  Celebes  ;  speech  distinct  and 
cnirent  in  Boloong^  Uki,  Bentauna,  and  other  dia- 
tricts. 

Sub-Malayan  tribe  N.W.  ooast  Celebes ;  speech  distinct 
with  Tagala  affinities  (Wallace).  Seems  to  be  the 
same  dialect  as  the  Bolong-itang-ota  of  other  writers. 

Celebes  nation,  about  Gulf  of  Boni ;  a  branch  of  the 
Bugis  people. 

Anstnlian  tribe,  S.E.  coast,  near  Western  Point. 

Interior  occupied  by  a  sub-Malayan  people  collectively 
known  as  Dyaks,  which  see.  Seaboard  moetly  held 
by  people  of  pure  Malay  stock,  traditionally  from 
Menangkabu,  Sumatra ;  on  X.  coast  are  mixed  with 
Bugis,  Dyak,  Sulu,  and  Chinese  elements.  The  name 
Borneo  is  purely  geographical,  being  merely  an  ex- 
tension and  modified  form  of  Brum,  the  first  part  of 
the  island  discovered  by  the  Europeans. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe,  Victoria. 

Tribe,  N.  Celebes,  Mioahasa;  speech  distinct  |  fob* 
Papuan? 
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Bonl-bonl. 

Bowditoh. 
BrabriwiUong 

Brabrolong 

Brajenik  . 


Brissi 
BmiDixier  . 
Bnbonko  . 

BugiB 


Bondali-wark-lrRni 
Btlia-biin 


Bimpper  • 

Boxik 

Barn        • 
Buro 

Bnrhwimdeitch 
Boflao 

Batnng     • 

CuiLt     . 
Csluniancs 

Calingu   • 

Camaii«a« 
Gar  Kicobar 
Garoline   • 

Ceba 
Zeba 
Cebnano  . 

CeiebM    . 


S.E.  Anstnliaii  tribe;  from  entrance  to  Gippdand 
Lakes  to  Botomah  Island. 

SeeFaknafo. 

S.E.  AnstraUan  tribe;  between  the  Ifitchell  and  Tambo 
riyers* 

S.E.  Anstraliaa  tribe,  abont  Bainudale,  N.  Gippdand, 
Victoria ;  formerly  verj  powerful ;  now  neazlj  eztinct 

The  collective  name  of  all  the  8.K  Anstralian  tribei 
separeted  from  Oippsland  by  the  Great  Dhdde  Bange; 
so  called  by  the  Kamathan-Kani,  which  see. 

Seellmor. 

Islands  S.E.  N.  Gninea ;  see  p.  609. 

Dialect  of  island  Tonhia,  Gnlf  of  Tbmini,  K  eoast 
Celebes;  sub-PapfLan? 

Dominant  race  in  Celebes,  so  called  by  the  Malays; 
national  name  Wufj^ ;  occupy  S^K  and  S.W.  pe&in- 
snlas  aa  far  S.  as  the  Mangkaoan ;  snb-Malay  stock; 
speech  very  distinct ;  226  words  in  1000  common  to 
Malay  and  Jayanese,  rest  mostly  native ;  written  ia 
a  peculiar  alphabet  common  also  to  Man^^cassar, 
based  on  Devanftgari,  and  consisting  of  twenty-thiee 
consonants  and  six  vowel  maiks.  All  have  been 
Moslems  since  abont  1600,  and  are  great  traden,  tlis 
most  enteiprising  tribes  being  known  colleetiveiy  u 

S.E.  Anstrslian  tribe ;  Gippsland,  Victoria. 

S.E.  Anstrslian  tribe;  Mniray  river,  abovB  Daiiing 

Junction. 
Australian  language  spoken  by  the  Millegnndlt  tribes ; 

which  see. 
Wild  tribe,  Philippines,  island  Lnaon,  province  Afan, 

N.  partof  W.  Goidilleras;  Tsgala  stock. 

See  Boeroe. 

Australian  tribe ;  W.  Victoria. 

Wild  tribe,  Luzon  island ;  Sagney  Mountains ;  Tsgsk 

stock. 
SeeBoeton. 

See  Boeroe. 

Islands,  Philippines ;  speech  distinct,  and  called  C07- 
uvo  ;  natives  of  sub-Malayan  stock. 

WHd  tribes  island  Luzon,  province  Gsgayan  ;  in  moo- 
tains  between  rivers  Apayo  and  T^o ;  Tsgala  stock. 

See  Ceram. 

See  Nioobar. 

Islands,  N.  Plu^iflc,  between  Philippines  and  MmiiImJI  ; 
Mikronesian  stock  and  speech. 

Island,  Philippines,  between  Negros  and  Leyte ;  nstiiw 
of  Bisayan  stock  and  speech. 

The  language  spoken  in  island  Kegroe,  FhilippiiMB  (F. 
Jagor,  p.  55) ;  akin  to  Bisayan. 

Natives  of  sub-Malayan  stock,  represented  by  the 
BugiB,  MangkaimsTir,  Mandhars,  cia,  in  S. ;  by  tlw 
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Cellates 
Ceram 


Ceram-Laut 

CluuidBiia 
Chatham  • 


Cheribon  • 


Cherry 
CimaiTOfl  • 
Cimanonw 
ChimaiToa 


Colae  • 
Koligon  • 
Colongnlae 


Mfaahana  and  other  tribes  in  N.  The  ibrmer  are 
semi-civilised  Moslems  speaking  cnltivated  languages ; 
the  latter  mostly  xmlettered  wUd  tribes,  those  of  the 
interior  being  collectively  known  as  Dyaka  (which 
see) ;  in  the  centre  are  the  little-known  Tnn^a,  said 
to  be  cannibals  and  head-hunters  ;  on  many  parts  oi 
coast  are  the  Orang-Lant,  here  called  Bajau,  and  in 
the  N.  the  Malay  race  is  spreading  and  the  Malay 
language  gradually  superseding  the  numerous  dialects 
spoken  in  Minahasa.  Of  these  Wallace  mentions  the 
Tomohon,  I^ngowen,  Batahan,  fielang,  Tanawanko 
Kema,  Banlek,  Menado,  and  Bolang-hitam,  all  seem* 
Ingly  with  Tagala  elements  through  the  intermediate 
Sanguir  and  Siao  islands.  The  Papiian  element  is 
very  slight  in  Celebes,  though  Wallace  speaks  of 
some  idioms  as  containing  '*  a  Celebes,  a  lialay,  and 
a  Papuan  element.'* 

See  Orang-Salat. 

Natives  chiefly  of  sub-F&p(ian  stock,  more  decidedly 
Papflan  than  those  of  JUolo  (Wallace,  p.  S62) ;  lan- 
guages very  numerous.  Wallace  gives  specimens  of 
Awaiya,  Camarian,  Teluti-Hoya,  and  Ahtiago-Tobo, 
on  S.  coast ;  Gah  on  east  coast ;  Wahai  current 
along  N.  coast ;  Ahtlago  in  interior.  Others  men- 
tioned  by  Ekris  are — Kaibolu,  Hatusua,  Peru,  Bum- 
ahkai,  Tehulate^  and  Waisamu.  Von  Bosenberg  also 
remarks  (ii  p.  292)  that  the  S.  coast  people  be- 
tween Toluti  Bay  and  east  end  have  a  different 
language  from  those  farther  inland,  and  that  both 
are  **  entirely  different  **  from  those  of  the  natives 
E.  and  W.  of  them. 

Island  E.  from  Ceram ;  present  natives  of  sub-Malay 
stock,  from  island  ELilwftru,  close  to  E.  end  Ceram. 

Island.     See  Sumba. 

Islands,  12  degrees  E.  fix>m  N.  Zealand ;  peopled  by 
Maoris  in  1835,  who  destroyed  or  absorbed  the  ori- 
ginal Moriori  of  Mahorl  stock ;  present  population 
much  mixed — Maori,  Moriori,  Whites,  Chinese,  etc. 

Province  Java,  between  the  Sunda  country  and  Java 
proper;  natives  speak  a  mixed  Javanese  and  Sun- 
danese  dialect. 

Island.     See  Anuda. 

A  term  applied  to  certain  tribes  in  islands  Luzon,  Leyte, 
Samar,  PhUippines,  and  to  the  Ladrone  islanders ;  is 
not  an  ethnical  name,  but,  like  "Alfriro^*'  seems 
merely  to  designate  the  uncivilised,  pagan,  and  un- 
settled Tagala  and  Bisayan  tribes.  Thus»  Crawftird 
writes  : — "  The  Zambales  mountains  (Luzon)  are 
occupied  by  some  tribes  of  Negritos,  and  by  the 
brown  or  Malay  tribes  called  Igorrotes  and  Cim* 


marones. 


a 


Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria. 
Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria. 
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ArPEKDDC 


ContnuriM 

Cook 

Coonaivane 

Cornu 

Coynvo 
Ca^allagoDg    , 

Dadaya  . 

Bairi 

Dajak 
DartyDarty 

1 

Dantgart  . 
Dayak 
Dedele      . 

Deeries     . 

De  Peyster 
Dieyerie   . 
Sjappaminyoa 
Dooveraak  ba  D 

•               • 

aau  . 

Dorey 

Doumajal . 
Dnauio     . 

• 

Ddwinbanp 
Dyak 
Dayak      . 

1        • 

'  1 

East  Cafb 

Easter 

Ebon 


Echuea     . 

Eddystoiie 

Efate 

Efat 

Elema 

Ilima 


Idand.    See  Ulaiu,  under  Solomon  Talanda, 

lilands.     See  Herrey. 

Angtralian  tribe,  west  of  Emn  Creek,  W.  Victoiia. 

Anstralian  tribe^  Telta,  Lower  Murray. 

See  Calamianes. 

E.  Anstndian  tribe^  near  Macqnarie  Range. 

Undyjlised  Tagala  people  with  distinct  speech  ;  Iabob, 
provinoe  Cagayan. 

W.  Batta  dialect,  Samatra ;  closely  akin  to  the  Toha. 

The  German  spelling  of  I>;ak,  which  see. 

3.E.  Australian  tribe ;  riyer  Mniray,  above  Bariiiig 
Junction. 

Australian  tribe,  west  of  Colac,  Victoria^ 

See  Dyak. 

Tribe,  aE.  Kew  Guinea  ;  see  p.  609. 

Australian  tribe,  about  Lake  Hope,Cooper*8  Creek  district 

Island.     See  EUioe. 

N.  Australian  tribe,  N.W.  of  the  Great  Big^t. 

Australian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe^  on  rivers  Budian  and  Snowr, 
Victoria. 

Tribe,  N.  coast  New  Guinea,  N.W.  side  G«elTink  Bay ; 
of  Papiian  speech  and  stock. 

Wild  tribe,  island  Mindoro,  Philippinea  ;  Tsgabi  stocL 

See  New  CUedonia. 

Australian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

Greneral  Malay  name  for  the  wild  and  unsettled  ahori* 
gines  of  Sumatra,  Celebes,  and  especially  Bcneo; 
equiTalent  to  "  savage,"  but  applied  only  to  those  ti 
Malay  or  sub-Malay  stock,  whereas  Alfiiro  is  applied 
chiefly  to  those  of  Fapftan  stock.  In  Borneo  Iorb 
the  great  bulk  of  the  population,  divided  into  in- 
numerable tribes  named  mostly  from  the  riven  m 
which  they  dweU.  Whether  they  are  distinet  froa 
the  E3rans  of  K  Borneo  has  not  been  clearly  asoer- 
tained.  The  Dyaks  seem  to  be  a  mixture  of  Mahori 
and  sub- Mongolian  races,  "  closely  allied  to  the  Malsj 
and  more  remotely  to  the  Siamese,  Chinese,  aadotlMi 
Mongul  races."    (Wallace^  p.  68.) 

S.E.  end  New  Guinea :  see  p.  609. 

Island.    See  Rapa-NuL 

Island,  Marshall  group  (Balick  chain) ;  wtSl  marked 
Mikronesian  dialect,  with  spedal  inclusive  and  ex- 
clusive pronominal  forms,  tense  endioga,  etc 

S.E.  Australian  tribe  at  junction  of  rivers  Murrey  aad 
Campaspe. 

See  Solomon  Island. 

Island,  N.  Hebrides ;  sub-Papilan  stock ;  but  at  Ifel  sad 
FU  are  Mahori  colonies,  still  speaking  Mahori  dialects. 

Tribe  S.K  New  Guinea,  stretching  50  m.  along  coast  froa 
Muro  to  river  Oiubu,  10  m.  from  Yule  islxuid ;  akin  to 
the  Motu  ;  speech  distinct. 
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EUioe 


•        ■ 


Emu  Mn^Tig  . 
Ende  •  • 
Eodeh 


Engano 


Epi  • 
ErTonuuigo 


Fakualb    • 
Bowditch  . 
Favorlang 
Fiji  . 
Fil   . 
Floris 
Floras 


Florida  . 
FormoM  • 
Taiwan 


Fotnna 

Friendly  • 

Fnnaftitt  . 

Gaddah  . 

Gaddani  • 
Gah 

Galda  • 

TabeUor  • 


Gftlelor     . 
Galeteog  • 


lalands  10  dogrees  N.W.  from  Samoa,  whenoa  peopled ; 
speech  ratains  the  organic  Mahori  s,  and  is  otherwise 
closely  akin  to  Samoan;  slight  yarieties,  Vaitnpa 
(Oaitnpn),  Nokufetau  (De  Peyster),  Fonafati  (Ellioe); 
pure  Samoan  now  generally  current. 

8.E.  Australian  tribe ;  Upper  Murray  and  Indigo  Creek, 

The  chief  people  and  language  of  Island  Floris  between 
Snmbawa  and  Timor ;  sub-Papftan  stock ;  mark  the 
extreme  western  limiteof  this  race.  The  Ende  language 
is  spoken  in  the  centre  of  the  island  as  far  west  as 
the  Bima  district. 

Ishmd  off  S.W.  coast  Sumatra ;  natives  of  sub-Malayan 
stock ;  speech  totally  distinct,  and  "  wholly  unin- 
telligible to  the  Malays'*  (Crawftird);  call  themselves 
Kerik-ye-e  (Yon  Bosenbeig^  1 207) ;  chief  tribes,  Pulu- 
dua,  Karkftba,  Naonya,  Malakoni,  Kahoda,  Kar- 
kila,  Kalikoko,  Barhau^  Phahanuma,  Kahehoyo, 
Pulu-Satu,  Talikoko,  Labuhu,  Heh6bi,  Latuhe. 

See  New  Hebrides. 

Island,  New  Hebrides ;  distinct  snb-PapOan  speech  (Von 
der  Gabelent^  voL  L) 

See  K.  Hebrides. 
Island.    See  Union. 

Formosan  tribe ;  sub-Malay  stock ;  speech  distinct 

SeeVitL 

SeeEfat. 

Island;  Sunda  group;  natives  of  sub-Paptlan  stock, 
speaking  at  least  rix  distinct  languages,  of  which 
Bima  in  W.  and  Endeh  in  centre  are  the  chiet 
Papuan  blood  is  not  met  farther  W.  than  this  island. 

See  Anudhm. 

Island,  W.  coast,  China ;  W.  part  occupied  by  Chinese 
settlers,  the  rest  by  sub-Miday  races,  partly  civilised 
(Pepukwan),  partly  savage  (Tukan) ;  speech  a  branch 
of  the  Malay.  The  prssenoe  of  Negritos  is  suspected 
in  its  interior. 

Island,  New  Hebrides;  speech  a  miied  Mahori  and 
sub-Papi\an  dialect. 

Islands.    See  Tonga. 

Island.    See  EUice. 

Tagala  nation,  Philippines;  Luaon;  provinces, Csgayan, 
Isabela,  Nueva  Yizcaya,  uid  Saltan ;  speech  distinct. 

Sub-Papiian  tribe,  K  Ceram ;  speech  distinct. 

Sub-Papflan  stock,  N.W.  coast,  Jilolo ;  speech  distinct 
from  all  others  in  this  region  (Bafiray) ;  in  physique, 
said  by  Wallace  (p.  326)  to  resemble  the  Mahoris  of 
Tahiti  and  Hawaii 

Tribe,  E.  coast,  N.  Peninsula,  Jilolo ;  type  quite  distinct 
from  that  of  the  natives  (Raffiray). 

Sub-Papiian  tribe,  with  distinct  speech ;  Floris,  Sunda 
Islands. 
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Gunlte  • 


Gftnl 

Gftzontalo 


GeU 


Gem 

Gilbert 
Kingwnfll 


Gilolo 
JUolo 
Halmahera 
KahA-lamo 


Ginning-Maton 
GnnreQiMa 
Gonun      • 


Guadalkmir 

Gudang    • 
GuimiDM 


Gnnbower 
Gondanom 

Hauuhuu 
Hanfora  . 
Haronkim 
Hatnsiia  • 


Heatii 

Herve]^ 

Cook 


APPENDIX. 

lalands,  S.  Piacif&c,  8.K  end  Tnamota  ArdiliwlagD; 
Mahori  stock  and  ipeecb,  prolwbly  throngh  Tnamota 
fit>m  Tahiti. 

Tribe,  Jilolo,  S.  peninanla ;  tpeech  distiiict. 

Sub-Malayan  tribe,  with  distinct  speech ;  near  MmaTiaw, 
N.  Celebes. 

Island  between  JUdlo  and  Walgin ;  natirea  of  Paptan 
stock ;  some  Malay  settlers  on  coast  from  the  Molae- 
cas ;  Yocabolary  in  V&yage  de  FAsiroiabe. 

See  Solomon  Islands. 

Islands  sonthenmost  of  the  Mikronesiany  reftching  S 
degrees  below  equator;  natiTes  form  a  oomieetin; 
lii^  between  the  Mikronesians  and  true  Mahoris; 
several  well-maiked  dialects  inclining  more  to  the 
Mahori  than  to  the  Malay  type,  as  shown  by  the  pre- 
sence of  the  Mahori  article  U,  here  used  both  definitelj 
and  indefinitely. 

Katives  of  two  types:  sab-PapiUn,  and  evcfn  pure 
PapHan  in  N.  peninsula  (Sahoe) ;  elsewhere  snb-lfalay 
(Bafiay  and  Dr.  Hamy  In  BuL  de  la  Soc  de  Ml 
ziiL  p.  480-90) ;  tribes  and  languages  very  nnmenm, 
but  little  known.  Wallace  mentions  Gani  in  & 
peninsula  (snb-Mslay),  Sahoe  and  Galela  in  N. 
peninsula  (sub-PapfUm).  The  native  name  of  thb 
ishmd  is  Kaha-lamo  «  «Gxeat  Land,"  which  in  the 
Temate  language  is  <*  Halmahera."  JUolo  or  xmthet 
JailolOf  is  only  the  name  of  a  district  on  W.  coast  of 
N.  peninsula,  which  has  been  extended  to  the  whole 
Island  (Von  Boaenbeig,  IL  402). 

&E.  Australian  tribe ;  Talangatta  Creek,  Victoria. 

S.E.  Austrslian  tribe,  about  Campaspe. 

Island,  K  ooast,  Cenun;  sub-Papflan  stock; 
spoken  also  at  B.  end  Ceram;  akin  to  the 
languages,  but  with  a  distinct  element^  not  met  else* 
where  in  the  archipelago  (Wallace). 

See  Solomon  Islands. 

Island,  Mariannes;  vocabulary  in  Voyage  derAttroiUU 

Australian  tribe  ( Foj^age  o/JUjUtUnuUx,  iL  279). 

WHd  tribe,  Lnaon ;  in  mountains  between  pimrlnces  SL 
Ilooos  and  Afara ;  said  to  be  half-caste  Negritos  and 
Malays. 

S.K  Austrslian  tribe ;  river  Murray,  near  Monst  Hop^ 

B.B.  Australian  tribe ;  Omeo  uplandsi  Victoria. 

SeeGOolo. 

See  Alftxro. 

See  Amboyna. 

Bee  Ceram. 

Sandwich  Islands,  N.Pidfle;  Mshflri  stock  and  ^Mech; 
originally  peopled  ftom  Tshiti  aoon  after  its  setUe- 
ment  by  the  Samoans ;  speech  much  dnogad  nd 
enfeebled  in  its  phonetics. 

Islands,  S.E.  New  Guinea.    See  p.  609. 

Islands,  S.  Psdflc;  natives  of  Mahori  stock;  speech 
I     shows  most  affinities  with  Tahitian ;  cumnt  in  Bare- 
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High  Malay 

Hila 
Hog 

Hongotes 

Honimoa 

Hotontalo 

Uova 

Hoja 

Ibalao 
Ibilao 

Ibanao 
Ibanag 


IbAra 

Idfian 
Jdayan 

IftlgBO 
IgOITOtB 


Ikongo 

Ikolu 

Ilema 

nianos 

nianims 

TrfiiniTia 

nocano 


nongote   • 

Indo-Paciflo 

Ihttroceaaio 


•  I 


tonga,  Mangaia,  Aitutakl,  etc  Thia  group  presents 
more  distinct  dklectic  varieties  than  any  otiier  except 
Marquesas ;  the  typical  dialect  is  that  of  Baiotonga, 
whidi  see. 

The  standard  Malay  language  of  literature,  for  which 
see  Malay. 

See  Amboyna. 

Island.    See  Simalu  and  Maros. 

Wild  tribe,  Philippines,  in  mountains,  proTinoe  Nueya 
Ecija ;  Tagala  stock. 

See  Saparua. 

Tribe,  N.  Celebes,  Minahasa ;  speech  akin  to  Menado. 

The  rule  race,  Madagascar,  central  plateau ;  sub- 
Malayan  stock  and  speech.    See  Malagasy. 

See  Ceram. 

Tribe  Luzon  ;  province  Nueva  Vlzcaya ;  speech  distinct 
from  Tagala;  said  to  be  half-caste  Negritos  and 
Malays. 

Nation,  Philippines,  with  distinct  speech  current  in 
provinces  Cagayan  and  Isabela,  Luzon,  and  in  Bata- 
nas  Isles ;  Tagala  stock ;  granmiar  by  F.  de  Cueavas, 
1864. 

Hova  nation,  Madagascar,  S.  from  the  Betsileo  country ; 
distinct  Malagasy  dialect. 

See  Murut. 

Nation,  Philippines,  with  distinct  speech  current  in 
Luzon,  province  Cagayan. 

Tribe  Luzon,  province  Nueva  Vizcaya ;  speech  distinct 
from  Tagala. 

Nation,  Philippines,  with  distinct  speech  current  in 
provinces  Benguet,  Bontoc,  Lepanto,  Tiagan,  Island 
Luzon ;  dialects  very  numerous ;  people  said  to  be 
a  mixture  of  Tsgala,  Chinese,  and  Japanese  (Fr. 
Mliller,  JEthndogie,  p.  82). 

See  Betsimisaraca. 

Tribe,  S.E.  New  Guinea ;  see  p.  609. 

See  ISema. 

Piratic  race,  Chinese  seas,  whose  original  home  is  on 
S.  coast  Mindanao,  Philippines,  but  now  settled  also 
in  State  Brunai,  Borneo;  sub-Malayan  stock,  akin 
to  the  Orang-Laut. 

Numerous  nation,  Luzon,  with  distinct  speech  current 
in  provinces  Abra,  Benguet,  Cagayan,  llocos,  N.  and 
S.  Lepanto,  Nueva  Ec^a,  Pampanga,  Pangasinan, 
Union,  Principe,  and  Zambales ;  Tagala  stock. 

Nation,  Luzon,  with  distinct  speech  current  in  pro- 
vinces Nueva  Vizcaya  and  Principe ;  Tagala  stock. 

The  collective  ethnical  term,  here  substituted  for 
MalaythPolyTienanf  as  frilly  explained  at  p.  597. 

The  collective  name  of  all  the  races  treated  in  this  section; 
preferred  to  Oceanic,  for  reasons  stated  at  p.  694. 

For  scheme  of  Interoceanic  races,  see  p.  694.    This 
term  is  purely  geographic,  grouping  races  irrespec- 
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APPKNDIZ. 


Isiiiialioty 
Uinayes    . 

lU    . 

ItanegB  . 
TingaiAnes 
Itanes 

Itapanes  . 


Jaokat.barap  . 
Ja-jow-er-ong   . 
Jiy'uorong 
JiyowiuTong 

Jakelbalak 
Jakun 


JamU       • 

Janmbiiik 

Jarawa 

Java 


Jayanesa  . 


JerriaBaj 


tive  of  their  afflnitiiw,  and  aasweriiig  to  ibe 

sions  European,  African,  Awiericanf  Asiatic 

the  other  sections  of  the  work. 
See  Sakalava. 
Wild  tribe,  Lnson,  in  monntainoiia  provinoe 

akin  to  the  Igoirotea. 
See  Aeta. 


a; 


Wild  tribe,  Lnxon,  in  mountains  of  proyinee  Hoco^  &, 

Nation,  Luzon,  with  distinct  speech  cnnent  in  pro- 
vince Cagayan ;  Tagala  stock. 

Wild  tribe,  Luzon,  in  mountains  north  end  ;  Kqgritoa, 
or  half-caste  Negrito-Tagalas. 

Australian  tribe ;  ^^^mmera,  Victoria. 

S.E.  Australian  nation,  about  river  Loddon  and  ib  triln- 
taries,  west  to  the  Pyrenees.  Chief  tribes :  Lesn- 
buUuk,  Pilauhing^ditch,  Kalk-Kalk,  Won^nzn- 
ghirar,  Galgal,  Townimbuirlar,  Wayreron^ 

S.R  Austrslian  tribe ;  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

A  collective  Malay  term  for  the  wild  tribes  of  MslaTsa 
stock  in  BCalaoca,  southwards  to  Johor;  all  spesk 
rude  but  pure  Miday  dialects. 

Malay  nation,  £.  coast  Sumatn,  between  Siak  and  Fkl- 
embang,  N.  and  S. 

Australian  tribe ;  Wimmera,  "^^ctoria. 

Mincopie  tribe,  Little  Andaman  Island. 

Three  sub-Malayan  languages :  Sundaneae  in  west  ai 
far  as  prov.  Cheribon,  Javanese  in  centre,  and  Maib> 
rese  in  the  east,  nearly  west  to  Surabaya. 

The  most  cultivated  of  all  the  Malayan  tongoea,  ea> 
rent  in  the  central  section  of  Javs,  between  the  Sb> 
danese  and  Madurese^  W.  and  E.  In  atructure  it- 
termediate  between  the  simple  Malay  and  the  mm 
developed  TE^sala ;  is  ftilly  ag^utinating,  with  fae-: 
post-,  and  infixes,  and  modified  roots.  These  iR 
altogether  five  varieties :  1.  The  old,  for  which  bc 
Kawi  :  2.  Krwma,  the  language  of  inferiors  to  s^e- 
riors,  overcharged  with  Sanscritie  elements;  1 
Ngcioo,  that  of  superiors  to  inferiors,  the  simpleeW 
mostly  consisting  of  pure  sub-Malayan  elements ;  i 
Madya,  used  between  equals,  intexAediate  berrea 
Krama  and  Ngoko;  6.  B<ua  KraUm  or  Kadaismt 
the  court  speech,  used  in  presence  of  prinoes,  b» 
much  in  common  with  Krama.  The  Javanese  alpU< 
bet,  consisting  of  thirty-two  letters,  is  based  on  ^ 
Devanagari,  and  is  traced  on  inscriptions  and  tast^ 
scripts  back  to  the  twelfth  century,  but  in  its  prcsr^ 
form  is  only  400  years  old ;  is  currant  also  in  fiifi* 
Lombok,  and  Palembang  (Sumatra). 

E.  Australian  tribe,  S.  firom  Port  Jackson ;  vocabolsix 
in  Voyage  de  r Astrolabe :  '*  Malgr^  le  pen  de  dis- 
tance de  la  bale  Jervis  au  Port-Jackson,  oa  sen 
frappd  des  4normes  difC^renoes  qui  existent  entK  la 
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JhongworoDg 

Jilolo 

Jura 

Kabarah. 
Kaibolu  . 
Kai-colo  . 
Kaio4 

Kaitongayiti 
EjUkalgundit 
Kamuian 
Kanularoi 


Eapatai    •        • 

Kapun-Kapim-bSna 
Ktfanla    . 
Kamathan-Kani 


Eatiiigar  . 
Eaivi 


KAjtoi 


' 


ididmes  cles  peuplades  de  oes  deux  points  da  VAna* 

traUe"  (p.  11). 
S.E.  Australian  tribe,  on  river  Qonlbum. 
See  Gilolo. 
Malayan  tribe,  Malacca. 

See  Papukbwan. 

See  Ceram. 

SeeViti. 

Islands  W.  of  Jilolo,  on  ^nator.  Snb-Papfian  stock  ; 
speech  distinct ;  akin  to  those  of  adjacent  islands. 

SeeVitL 

S.E.  Australian  tribe  about  river  Loddon. 

See  Camarian,  under  Cerauu 

Laige  E.  Australian  nation  about  Liverpool  Plains,  Bar- 
wan,  Namoi,  and  other  rivers.  For  its  seven  chief 
tribes,  see  p.  603. 

The  Mahori  word  Kanaka  (tanata,  tahata,  tangata, 
etc.),  "  man ; "  used  by  some  writers  as  a  collective 
designation  of  the  South  Sea  Islanders  ;  hence  is  not 
the  name  of  any  particular  race  or  tribe.  The  French 
now  write  it  Camtque, 

Mahori  (?)  tribe  S.E.  K.  Guinea,  in  villsges  about  Manu- 
manu,  west  of  Redscar  Bay. 

Australian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

Australian  tribe. 

"  Lowlanders,"  the  collective  name  of  all  the  S.E.  Aus- 
tralian tribes  on  Gippaland  side  of  Great  Divide  Range. 

HUl  tribe  N.W.  New  Guinea,  behind  Geelvink  Bay ; 
reputed  cannibals.  Described  by  M.  Raf&ay  [BuL 
Soc,  de  G6o.,  Feb.  1878)  as  "totally  distinct  race 
from  the  Papdans  ; "  may  possibly  be  a  remnant  of 
the  aboriginal  Negrito  inhabitants  of  New  Guinea. 

Dyak  tribe,  Borneo,  with  distinct  speech  (Tiedtke, 
quoted  by  Gust). 

The  ancient  form  of  the  Javanese  language,  known 
through  Humboldt's  masterly  treatise,  surviving  in 
two  old  MSS.  and  on  numerous  stone  and  brass  in- 
scriptioit  dating  back  to  12th  century,  and  is  still 
the  language  of  the  Buddhist  liturgy  in  Bali  and 
Lombok,  but  not  in  Java.  The  word  Kawi  is  the 
correlative  of  Jawi^  "refined,"  answering  to  the 
Sanskrit  Kavija  =  "  narrative,"  the  end  vowel  being 
changed  from  a  to  i,  Kavoa  to  JToioi,  to  conform  it 
to  the  KramOt  or  polite  language.  It  is  written  in 
an  obsolete  character,  from  which  the  modem  Javan- 
ese  is  derived. 

The  collective  name  of  numerous  Borneo  tribes  stretch- 
ing from  Brunai  across  the  island  nearly  to  E.  coast. 
Sub- Malayan  stock,  either  the  same  race  as,  or  closely 
allied  to,  the  Dyaks ;  are  the  most  powerftil  of  aU 
the  non- Malay  peoples  in  Borneo.  Of  their  language 
114  words  in  1000  are  common  to  Malay  and  Javan 
ese,  the  rest  originaL 
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K^Key  . 


Eddui  •  • 
EBilambeitch  . 
Kema 

Eentbialbanp   . 
Kerepunn 
Eirapimo  . 


Eerik-ye-e 
Xiao 

King  QeoTgb  Sound 

Kingsmill 
Kio 

Eirapnno . 
Kina;  Kisser    . 

Kling 

Knenkorenwnrro 
Enindowarrong 
Kohom     ■        ■ 

Eoiail       •        .    . 


Eoitapa   • 

Koligon 

Kolore 

Eowrarega 

Eomring 

Eamiing 


Eonga 
Eoiinchi 


Islands  W.  of  Ant  Islands ;  natitee  "tne  ISmA  Pispft- 
ans "  (Wallace,  p.  604) ;  bat  Von  Boeo&becg  (o. 
848)  regards  ^em  as  intennediate  Iwiwean  ^tke 
Ifalay  and  Melanesian,"  i^  Papoan,  zaoes.  Oa 
coast  are  some  descendants  of  the  Bandn  lalnnden, 
settled  here  sinoe  17th  century,  and  ttOl  speaking  a 
pecoliar  idiom.    See  Banda. 

Malay  nation,  Malacca ;  pnre  Malay  stock  and  apeedt 

Anstralian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  east  of  I^ike  Ttnag, 

Bnb-Malayan  tribe  with  distinct  speech  ;  E.  cosst  N. 
Celebes. 

Anstralian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

Tribe  8.R  N.  Guinea,  stretdung  40  m.  along  coast  fraa 
river  Eapakapa  to  river  Mnro ;  akin  to  the  Mots? 
seem  to  be  a  mixed  Mahori  and  Pap6an  atock ;  per- 
haps the  most  remarkable  people  in  all  New  GiOBet. 
with  golden  hair  in  infimcy,  blonde  in  boyhood,  thea 
changing  to  daric  ohestnnt  and  black  with  Teddia}i 
tints,  growing  in  long  silky  ringlets  (Ber.  Vf  .  T.  Tar- 
ner) ;  speech  evidenUy  Mahori. 

See  Engano. 

Dyak  tribe  N.  end  Borneo,  near  Mount  Kini  Bala. 
Speech  distinct  (Lowe). 

Anstralian  tribe,  3. W.  coast ;  vocabulary  in  Fbyo^  dB 
VAstrolabe, 

See  Gilbert. 

Tribe,  Flores ;  snb-Papdan ;  speech  dJatiiiet. 

See  Eerepunn. 

Island,  Serwati  gronp,  E.  from  Timor;  sab-F)^«aa 
stock  and  speech.    See  Serwati. 

See  Orang-Eling. 

Australian  tribe. 

S.E.  Anstralian  tribe,  Pyrenees  Monntaina. 

Dyak  tribe,  K.  end  Borneo^  near  Monnt  Kini  BbIil 
Speech  distinct. 

Papuan  tribe  S.R  New  Guinea,  on  the  hills  ba^  oC 
Port  Moresby,  from  Annemata  to  Mount  Owen  Stas- 
ley.  Speech  quite  different  from  that  of  the  oos^ 
tribes.  Eoiari  is  their  Motu  name  ;  the  Kersposo 
call  them  Kuni. 

Tribe  S.K  New  Guinea,  on  the  monntaina  inland  tnm 
Port  Moresby.  Papuan  stock  ?  Speech  same  as  Koiaii 

See  Colac. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria. 

Australian  tribe. 
]  District  in  Palembang,  S.  Sumatra.     Speech  disfine^ 
and  written  in  a  peculiar  alphabet  based  on  the 
Devanagari. 

Sub-Papuan  tribe  with  distinct  speech ;  laland  Fiism, 
Sundos. 

Sub-Malayan  nation,  near  W.  coast  Sumatra,  abod 
head  streams  Indrapura  river,  bordering  on  the  Be- 
jangs.  Speech  distinct,  and  written  in  a  peculisi 
character  based  on  the  Asoka  (Indian). 
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KoTotch,  Eoxoche 
KromdAk  •     ) 

Kuna-me-lak    •     ) 
Krama     •        • 


KrowiUun-Kfilo 


Knbu       • 

Knlkaiya  • 
Kulkyne  • 
Kulo 

Kiini 

Kupang  • 
Kuiixig     . 

Lachlan  • 
Ladrone  . 
Lail-buil  • 
lAmpuxig  • 


Lamimik  • 
Langowen 
Lanims  . 
Larika  . 
Leehflnh  • 
Leaeneuwa 
Ongtoog-Java 
Letti        • 

Liang       • 
Lifa  • 

Liknpang . 
Limba-Kangia 
Limba  Pyn 
Litchy-Lltchy 

Lombok   • 


Lord  North 
Lonisiade . 

Low  Malay 


Amtralian  tribe,  W.  Anstnlia,  eaat  of  river  Moyna. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

%,e.   "order,"  **  arrangement "  (Sanskrit);  the  polite 

Jayanese  language ;  called  also  Bahdio,  U. "  speech." 

See  Javanese. 
S.K  Australian  tribe,  between  Snowy  and  Qenoa  rivers, 

near  Twofold  Bay. 
Wild  tribes,  interior  Central  Sumatra.    Snb-Malayan 

stock  and  speech ;  between  Jambi  and  Palembang; 
Sab-Fapnan  (!)  tribe,  K  peninsula.  New  Gninea. 
S.K  Australian  tribe,  Lower  Murray  river. 
Tribe  &K  New  Guinea.    See  p.  609. 
SeeKomiing. 
SeeEoiari. 

Snb-Papdan  tribe^  W.  Timor,  with  distinct  speech. 
See  Basa-Enring^ 

Australian  tribe  about  B^gent  Lake. 

Islands.    See  Marianne. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

Sub-Malayan  nation,  S.W.  end  Sumatra,  bordering  W. 
on  the  Bejangs,  N.  on  Palembang.  Speech  distinct ; 
about  one-third  of  unknown  oxigin,  rest  common  to 
Malay  and  Javanese,  with  some  Sanskrit  and  Arabic 
words ;  written  in  a  peculiar  character  based  on  the 
Devan&gari.  Area  8660  square  miles;  population 
about  86,000. 

Mikronesian ;  Caroline  group ;  speech  akin  to  XJlea. 

See  Minahasa. 

See  Illanuns. 

See  Amboyna. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  about  Mount  Leura. 

Island,  S.  Pacific,  K  of  Solomon  group,  6'  S.  lat,  169"* 
SO'  E.  long.  Natives  of  Mahori  stock  and  speech. 

Sub-Papdan  tribe  with  distinct  speech;  Serwatty  Ishmds, 
between  Timor  and  Timor-Laut. 

See  Amboyna. 

See  Loyalty. 

Sub-Malayan  tribe^  Celebes. 

Australian  tribes. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe  ;  Murray  river,  between  Echuca 
and  Darling  Junction. 

Island  between  Bali  and  Sumbawa,  Sunda  group ;  two 
races  and  languages :  Sassak  in  interior ;  Balinese 
round  coast. 

Island.    See  Tobi. 

Islands  E.  end  New  Guinea;  natives  of  snb-PapAan 
stock  and  speech. 

Not  a  Malay  dialect,  but  an  ungrammatical  and  con- 
ventional form  of  High  Malay,  serving  as  the  medium 
of  intercourse  between  Europeans  and  the  natives  in 
Batavia  and  other  parts  of  the  archipelago. 
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Loyalty 


Iiulm  • 
Lugunor  . 
Lukeba  . 
Luzon 


Magabsab 
Macquarie 
Madang  . 
Madurese. 


Madya 
Hafon 


Magindanao 
Mahaga    . 
Hahori     • 

MaiTa 


Malacca    . 


APPKNDDL 

IsUmds  £.  from  New  Oaledonia ;  nativMi  mosfiy  nV 

Papuans ;  chief  dialects — Lifn,  Maze.  Tbe  natiTei 
of  Uea  (Uvea)  are  Mahoris  from  Uyea  (Wallia)  Ifilafid, 
and  still  speak  a  Mahori  dialect. 

Wild  tribe,  Central  Sumatra ;  pnre  Mal&ymn  stock  (?) 

Mikroneaian ;  Caroline  gronp. 

Islands.     See  Viti. 

Lslond,  Philippines.  Two  stocks :  Malayan  Cnigala)  sad 
Negrito  (AStas),  both  speaking  a  great  Taiiety  sf 
languages.  Of  the  civilised  Tagala  nations  the  chief 
are  the  Tagalas  proper,  Ilocos,  Pampangas^  Pu^- 
sinan,  Cagayan,  and  Biool  or  Vicol,  all  with  distiact 
speech.  Of  the  unciviliBed  Tagalas  th«ie  are  at  least 
fifteen,  also  speaking  distinct  iddoms,  of  which  nexttc- 
nothing  is  known ;  the  chief  are — Igoiotte,  Soliia, 
Ibanag,  Itang,  Idayan,  Gaddan,  Dadaya,  Apayo,  3b- 
laneg,  Tingnian,  Ibilaa,  Ifiigas,  Hongote,  ZambaL 

See  Mangkassar. 

Australian  tribe,  Port  Macquariei 

The  chief  Dyak  tribe  in  State  of  Pasir,  E.  side  Botseo. 

Sub-Malayan  nation,  Madura  island,  off  N.  coast  Jan ; 
with  distinct  speech,  of  which  there  are  two  varietir^ 
Madurese  proper  in  the  west  and  on  opposite  cos^ 
Java,  and  Sumanap  in  the  east^  written  with  ^ 
Javanese  character ;  of  1000  words,  250  are  hsIits, 
170  Javanese,  146  Malay,  360  common  to  Malay  aad 
Javanese,  40  Sanskrit,  85  Arabic  (Crawfind). 

See  Javanese. 

Papiians,  N.  W.  coast  New  Quinea,  Mafor  and  Hansiasi 
islands,  and  at  Dorey  and  Amberbaki,  about  Oeti- 
vink  Bay ;  akin  to  the  Ar&ks  and  Biak  islanden. 

See  Mindanao. 

See  Solomon  Islands. 

The  collective  name  here  adopted  for  the  large  tarcva 
eastern  Polynesian  race  (see  pp.  597 ;  610-1 7). 

Tribe,  S.E.  coast  New  Ouinea,  extending  45  loBm 
along  coast  fix>m  Oiubu  to  Kapatsi  river  ;  seem  ala 
to  the  Motu,  but  speech  distinct. 

Three  6tocks---Siamese  in  N. ;  Negritos  (Samang)  ■ 
Kedah,  etc. ;  Malays,  both  settled  and  aavage  elsewhsc; 
besides  English,  Chinese^  and  Oiang-Biiani,  « 
descendants  of  Portuguese^  in  Malacca  town  aai 
neighbourhood.  Malacca  is  regarded  by  some  as  tbe 
true  home  of  the  Malay  race ;  but  the  preaenee  d 
Negritos  shows  that  they  are  here  intruders  alsBcsc 
certainly  firom  Sumatra  in  two  streams — ^prehisUsv 
accounting  for  the  Malay  wild  tribes,  and  hbtcne 
accounting  for  the  civilised  and  Mahommedan  MaUvs 
of  the  native  states.  Chief  wild  tribes  are  the  Taksas, 
Udai,  Sakai,  Pungan,  Basisi,  Salimba,  Muitzz% 
Saletar.  The  Siamese  (Samsan)  axe  now  mostlf 
Mohammedans,  speaking  a  mixed  Siamese  and  Mils? 
dialect 
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Halagaaj  . 


Malaneg   .        . 

High  Malay 
Bahaaa-MalAyu . 


} 


Malayan  . 
Malayo-Polynesian 

Mallikolo .        • 

Malo         .        • 
Mamalla  . 


Manatoto  . 
Toto. 
Mandailin 
Mondailung 

Mandar     . 
Mandhar  . 


Mandaya 


Mangaia  . 
Hangard  . 

Mangareya 
Mangkassar 
Macassar  . 

MangoiaiiOB 


^lanobo    . 


'lanowdlko 


The  literary  language  of  Madagascar;  Malayan  family; 
current  chiefly  amongst  the  Hovas,  and  spoken  gene- 
rally with  remarkable  nniformity;  bnt  there  are 
several  dialects  noticed  by  P.  L.  Ailloud  in  Mcday 
Orammar,  Tananarivo,  1872. 

Tagala  tribe,  Philippines,  with  distinct  speech ;  cnrrent 
in  province  Cagayan,  Island  Lnzon,  only. 

The  typical  Malay  language,  vernacular  in  Malacca 
and  adjacent  islands,  in  a  large  portion  of  Sumatra 
S.  tiom.  the  Batta  country,  in  Bangka  and  BUli- 
ton  Islands,  round  coast  Borneo,  and  the  general 
medium  of  intercourse  throughout  the  archipelago ; 
of  simple  structure ;  in  this  respect  intermediate  be- 
tween Mahori  and  the  sub-Malayan  languages  of  the 
Sunda  islands ;  written  with  the  Arabic  character,  with 
five  additional  letters  to  express  special  native  sounds. 

The  collective  name  of  the  western  branch  of  the  Indo- 
Pacific  races,  as  explained  at  p.  697. 

A  collective  ethnical  expression  for  all  the  Malayan  and 
Polynesian  races ;  here  rejected  and  replaced  by  Indo- 
Pacific  for  the  reasons  given  at  p.  596. 

Island,  New  Hebrides ;  distinct  aab-Papdan  speech  (Von 
der  Gabelentz,  vol.  L) 

Dyak  tribe,  Borneo  (Crawford). 

See  Amboyna. 

Wild  tribe,  Philippines,  island  Mindanao,  province  Caraga; 
Negrito  stock  ;  described  as  "  very  black  negroes." 

Sub-Papuan  tribe,  K  Timor;  speech  distinct.  See 
Timor. 

See  Batta. 

SeeBattak. 

Sub-Malayan  nation,  Celebes,  in  S.  portion  of  nucleus 
between  the  Bugis  district  of  Masenrengand  the  coast 
facing  Borneo ;  distinct  speech. 

Wild  tribe,  Philippines,  island  Mindanao,  district  Zam- 
boanga ;' sub-Malayan  stock,  very  fair,  and  supposed 
to  be  half-caste  Dutch  and  natives. 

See  Hervey. 

Sub-Papuan  tribe,  W.  coast  island  Floria,  with  distinct 
speech. 

Island,  Gambler  group ;  well-marked  dialect. 

Sub- Malayan  nation,  S.  extremity,  S.  peninsula  Cele- 
bes and  on  Salayer  island ;  with  distinct  speech,  akin 
to  Bugis  and  written  in  the  same  character. 

The  collective  name  of  the  wild  tribes  in  interior  island 
Mindoro,  Philippines;  so  called  by  the  coast  people ; 
sub- Malayan  stock. 

Wild  tribe,  Philippines,  island  Mindanao,  district  Cota- 
batu ;  sub-Malayan  stock,  with  distinct  speech  cur- 
rent in  province  Caraga  only. 

Island  S.  of  Goram,  £.  end  Ceram ;  natives  a  mixed 
Malay  and  Bugis  race  with  some  Paptian  blood ;  Ian 
goage  same  as  that  of  Goram  (Wallace). 
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Mansinain 
M&nt&wi  . 
Mantra  . 
Manuai  . 
Manuloko . 
Maori       • 


Mara  Ma-Siki    . 
Mare 
Marhuna  . 


Marianne  •        « 
Ladrone    . 


Marowra  • 


Maruwi     •        • 
MaroB 


Marquesas         • 


See  Mafor^. 

See  Ment&wej. 

See  Mintira. 

See  Hervey. 

Tribe,  S.&  New  Guinea  ;  see  p.  609. 

ke.  "natiTe^"  "indigenous;"  the  coUectiTQ  name  <rf  fk 
aborigines  of  New  Zealand ;  Mahori  stock  and  speech, 
through  the  Tongan  or  the  Raro-Tongan,  with 
which  the  Unguage  has  most  aflSnities,  though  tiadi- 
tionally  from  Hawaiki,  ue.  Savaii,  Bamoian  group  (see 
p.  614).  Settled  probably  about  600  years,  chiefly  is 
the  north  island.  Whether  they  found  the  cooBtrj 
inhabited  or  not  on  their  first  arrival  is  uneertaia, 
though  many  think  they  are  not  pure  Mahoris  bat  s 
mixed  race.  In  features  they  often  present  s  afeut- 
ling  resemblance  to  the  Algonquin  and  Iroquois 
nations  of  North  America.  "Dr,  Brassac's  statcmot 
that  they  are  degenerate  Malays  from  Samoa  {Ar- 
chives de  Mideei'M  NavaU^  xzri  1876)  cannot  be 
accepted,  because  there  never  have  been  any  Malaya 
in  Samoa.  More  probable  is  Dr.  Hamy's  view  tlzsl 
they  are  a  mixture  of  a  woolly-haired  Melanesian  and 
a  pure  Mahori  stock,  the  latter  arriving  about  tbe 
l^h  century.  *'  Le  melange  de  ces  deux  races  aursit 
M  le  principe  de  la  formation  du  type  Maori  '*  {BvX, 
de  la  Socds  Olo,,  x.  1875,  p.  109).  The  Maora 
numbered  (1874)  45,470,  all  but  1932  in  N(«t^ 
Island,  where  nineteen  tribes  stUl  exist — Arawa,  Ngati- 
pom,  Ngatikahunganu,  Ngaiterangi,  Ngapui,  Ngati- 
maniapoto,  Ngatimaru,  Ngatiawa,  Ngatirankav:, 
Ngatiruanui,  Ngatiwhatua,  Barawa,  Taranakiy  Ure- 
wera,  Waikato,  Whanau-a-apanui,  Whanganui,  Wha- 
katohea,  Hauraki ;  in  the  South  Island  the  tribes  sie 
broken  up.    Here  the  race  never  was  numerous. 

See  Solomon  Islands. 

See  Loyalty. 

Sub-Papdan  tribe,  interior  island  Ceram;  distzurt 
speech  (Von  Rosenbeig,  ii.  815),  utterly  unintdli- 
gible  to  the  W.  Ceramese  i>eople. 

Mikronesian  group,  N.  Pacific ;  aborigines  extennznatad 
by  the  Spaniards  during  last  century.  Islands  since 
repeopled  chiefly  from  tiie  Philippines  and  CaroIinaB; 
hence  present  natives  are  of  mixed  Tagalo-Mikzoie- 
sian  stock. 

Language,  8.fi.  Austrslia ;  common  to  all  the  river  Bir 
ling  tribes  to  about  850  miles  above  junction  with 
Murray  River. 

The  collective  name  of  the  natives  of  Hog  and  Bsnysk 
Islands,  W.  coast  Sumatra ;  speech  akin  to  Battak. 
Natives  of  Hog  (Simalu)  originally  from  the  Pada:^ 
uplands;  speech  still  the  same,  with  a  lew  Atysi 
affinities  (Von  Bosenbeig,  L  p.  115). 

Islands,  S.  Pacific ;  Mahori  stock  and  speech  ;  two  dis* 
tinct  dialects — ^N.S.   and  S.E1,  groups  ;  first  tn>ii 
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Marshall  . 

Massantty 
Matabello. 

Manke 

Mbutoni   . 

Mban 

Meeringgil 

Mel 

Melaneaian 


Menado    •        . 
Menangkaba     . 


Ment&wey 
Mant&wi  . 


Meigol     • 

Meri 

Mikronesian 


Mfllanan  . 
Millanow . 

MiUe 

Millegondit 


Mflne  Bay 
Minahaaa. 


tionally  from  Vayao,  i.e.  island  VaTan  in  Tonga ; 
second  Havaikl  (spirit  land),  ue,  Sayaii,  via  Tahiti, 
which  is  also  mentioned  in  the  tradition.  The 
language  agrees  with  these  traditions,  the  N.  dialect 
being  dosely  related  to  Tongan,  the  8.  to  Tahitian. 

Islands,  N.  Pacific ;  E.  from  Carolines ;  Mikronesian 
stock  and  speech. 

See  Boeroe. 

Island  S.E.  Goram,  K  from  Ceram ;  natives  in  physique 
resemble  the  liahori. 

Island,  Henrey  group,  which  see. 

A  roving  tribe,  F^i ;  island  ^iti  Leva  pe  Bicd,  p.  14). 

SeeFyi. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria. 

See  Efat. 

i,e,  ''Black  Islanders,"  the  collective  name  of  the 
natives  of  all  the  islands  stretching  from  New  Guinea 
eastwards  to  Fiji,  and  including  New  Caledonia  and 
the  Loyalty  group.  Aro  of  mixed  Mahori  and 
Papdan  Stock,  hence  here  grouped  as  sub-Papiian 
East ;  see  p.  607. 

N.  end,  N.  peninsula,  Celebes ;  speech  shows  Tagala 
affinities. 

District,  W.  coast  Sumatra,  reaching  from  the  Baltak 
south  to  the  Rejangs  ;  pun  Malay  stock  and  speech ; 
regarded  by  some  as  the  original  home  of  the  Malay 
race.  Though  differing  much  from  High  Malay,  is 
strictly  a  Miday  language  without  foreign  elements. 

The  collective  Malay  name  of  the  natives  of  Nassau, 
Pora,  and  Pagai  islands,  W.  coast  Sumatra,  opposite 
Padfljig ;  call  themselves  Tchagelalegat ;  by  Von 
Bosenberg  described  as  of  totally  distinct  type  and 
speech  from  all  the  surrounding  nations,  and  resemb- 
ling the  Mahoris  in  physique.     See  p.  612. 

Islands.     See  Silong. 

Dyak  tribe  (Crawftird). 

The  collective  name  of  Marianne,  Pelew,  Caroline,  Mar- 
shall, and  Gilbert  (Kingsmill)  islands,  N.W.  Pacific  ; 
natives  intermediate  between  the  pure  Mahoris  and 
Malayan  races,  with  Tagala,  Japanese,  Chinese,  and 
most  probably  Papfian  and  Negrito  elements ;  see  pp. 
617-18. 

Large  Dyak  nation,  Sarawak,  Borneo;  estimated  by 
Consul-General  Ussher  to  number  about  80,000  in 
1878. 

Island,  Marshall  group  (Radack  chain) ;  well-marked 
Mikronesian  dialect  (Hale). 

The  collective  name  of  the  Murray  tribes,  S.E.  Aus- 
tralia ;  frt)m  Mille,  the  native  name  of  the  river,  «nd 
gfindit  =  man,  people. 

S.E.  coast  New  Guinea  ;  see  p.  609. 

District  at  extremity  N.  peninsula  Celebes,  fodng  Jilolo  | 
numerous  tribes  and  languages  of  very  mixed  charac- 
ter, with  S.  Celebes,  Malay,  Papilon,  and  Togala 
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Minoopie  . 

Mindanao. 
Magindanao 

Mintira     . 
Mantra 
Miriam     . 
Misol 
Mysol 

Mitiaro 
Moa. 

Moaba 

Moena 
Muna 
Pangasane 
Molonglo  . 
Moluccas  . 
Spice 

Montdgiinditcli 
Moocherak 
Moomoo 
Moomnde . 
Moporh  . 
Morella  . 
Morion  . 
Motu 


MoQ  •        •  • 

MuUnngkill       •  • 
Mumkelunk      • 

Mimoba-naatpan  • 

Mnrda  Pinna     . 

Mnira-Mnrra-banp  . 

Mnrmmbidgo    .  • 

Mnrung    •        •  • 


elements.  Wallace  gives  specimens  of  Uie  TomoboB, 
Langowen,  Ratahan,  and  Belang  dialects  ;  Be  Ckrcq 
mentions  the  Bantik,  Bentenan,  Ponosakan,  Todib- 
bnln,  Tonmpakewa,  Tonndano,  TonngBawan^  and 
Tonnsea,  all  differing  so  widely  from  eaich  other  as  to 
be  regarded  as  distinct  lAnguages. 

A  collective  name  for  the  Andaman  islanders  ;  Kegiifeo 
stock  ;  speech  distinct ;  see  p.  605. 

Island,  Philippines ;  natives  of  sab-Malayan  and  N^rito 
stocks.  Chief  tribes  and  langaages — ^Manobo,  Man- 
days,  Telacoago,  Taga-baloyo^  Mamamanna. 

Wild  tribe,  Malacca  ;  pure  Malay  stock  and  speech. 

Paplan  tribe,  Torres  Straits. 

Island  K.  from  Ceram  :   two  ty}>e8 — sab-Papfiaa  oi 

coast,  Papuan  in  interior ;  akin  to  those  of  Salvitty 

and  W.  New  Guinea  (Yon  Bosenbeig^  iL  d94.) 
See  Hervey. 
Island,  S<arwati  group,  E.  from  Hmor;  snb-FlapQaii ; 

speech  nearly  tiie  same  as  Kissa. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe^  about  junction  riven  Mumy 

and  Campaspe. 

Island  between  Boeton  and   Oelebes ;  sab  -  Malaym 

stock  ;  speech  akin  to  or  same  as  that  of  Boetco. 

S.  Australian  tribe. 

Islands,  N.  of  Ceram,  E.  of  Celebes  ;  natives  cfaiefi^sab* 
Papiian.     See  Batchian,  Tidor,  Temste^  etc. 

Australian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  S.W.  of  fhe  Pyrenees. 

Australian  tribe,  Gippsland,  Victoria. 

W.  Australian  tribe. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Australia. 

See  Amboyna. 

See  Chatham  Island. 

Tribe,  &£.  coast  New  Guinea,  chiefly  about  Port 
Moresby ;  speech  Mahori  (see  pp.  608,  616) ;  ex- 
tend 60  miles  along  the  coast  fix>m  Kapatsi  to  Espr 
kapa  rivers  ;  are  very  intelligent,  and  can  count  up 
to  1,000,000.  May  be  taken  as  tiiie  typical  Makon 
people  on  tUs  coast. 

Mahori  (?)  tribe  S.£.  New  Guinea,  in  several  villagei 
opposite  Yule  Island. 

Australian  tribes,  W.  Victoria,  south  of  L.  Pnrnunb^ 

Australian  tribe^  W.  Victoria,  between  rivers  Moyna  asd 
Shaw. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe^  on  rivers  Macalister  and  l%ooi- 
son,  Victoria. 

(Big  Stones),  Australian  tribe^  Bturt's  Desert ;  Cooper's 
Creek. 

Australian  tribe  :  Wimmera,  Victoria. 

Australian  tribe,  Hume  river. 

Dyak  tribe,  near  the  Murut  tribe,  N.  end  Botneo^  bst 
speaking  a  different  dialect  (Lowe). 
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Murat 
Idiian 
Hysol       • 

Naaia      • 

Naman     • 

Nanoowrie 

Narragiiri 

NazTinyeri 

Nassau 
Navigator 
Negorl-Am^tat 
Negrito     • 


Naitcheyoii^     • 
Nengone   . 
New  Britain 

New  Caledonia . 


NewQninea 


New  Hebrides  • 


Dyak  tribe,  N.  end  Borneo,  near  Mount  Einl  Balu ; 

speech  distinct. 
SeeHifloL 

BCahori  (?)  tribe,  S.E.  New  Guinea,  about  C.  Suckling ; 
speech  distinct. 

Pftpuan  tribe,  S.E.  New  Guinea,  bordering  on  the  Ilema, 
but  speech  quite  distinct. 

Tribe,  Nicobar ;  speech  distinct. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  east  of  Curdie's  Creek. 

S.  Australian  tribe,  about  the  lagoons  at  mouth  of  Biyer 
Murray. 

Island.    See  Mentftwey. 

Islands.    See  Samoa. 

See  Amboyna. 

(Spanish  diminutive  of  Negro.)  The  collective  name  of 
the  dwarfish  black  races  N.  of  equator ;  by  some  con- 
fused with  the  Papuans,  but  here  classed  separately 
for  the  reasons  stated  at  p.  606.  Under  this  heading 
are  grouped  the  Aetas  of  the  Philippines,  the  Samangs 
of  Malacca,  and  the  Mincopies  of  Andaman,  as  in 
scheme,  p.  698. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  east  of  Mount  William. 

Tribe,  New  Hebrides,  same  as  the  Mare. 

Island,  N.E.  coast.  New  Guinea ;  sub-Papdan  stock  and 
speech,  Papuan  element  greatly  predominating. 

Island,  S.  Pacific ;  sub-Papuan  stock  and  speech ;  best 
known  dialects — Duauru  and  Yehen  or  Yengen.  The 
natives  are  very  mixed ;  one-fifth  Mahori,  two-fifths 
Melanesian,  two-fifths  a  mixture  of  the  two  (Bour- 
garcl). 

At  least  two,  probably  three  types — ^Papfian,  Mahori, 
and  Negrito,  with  endless  mixtures,  especially  on  N.E. 
and  S.E.  coasts.  For  Negrito,  see  Kama  ;  for  Mahori, 
see  p.  616 ;  for  Pap{lan,  see  p.  607.  These  two  meet  at 
C.  Possession,  and  according  to  Dr.  Hamy  the  Mahoris 
occupy  both  coasts  from  about  148**  K  longitude 
to  East  Cape,  ISO"*  53^  E.  longitude.  But  the  bulk 
of  the  population  inland  is  doubtless  everywhere 
Papfian,  mostly  pure.  All  the  known  western  lan- 
guages (Dorey,  Arfak,  Mafor,  Waigiu  Island,  etc.) 
are  distinctly  Papuan.  This  race  merges  eastwards 
with  the  Mahori  as  far  as  Fiji«  westwards  with  the 
Malayan  as  far  as  Island  Floris,  both  inclusive. 
These  two  subdivisions  are  here  grouped  as  sub- 
Papiian  East  and  sub-Papuan  West  respectively.  The 
first  is  equivalent  to  Melanenan  when  correctly  used ; 
the  second  supersedes  Al/uro  for  reasons  stated 
at  p.  595. 

Islands,  S.  Pacific,  N.E.  of  N.  Caledonia ;  sub-Papiian 
stock  and  speech  everjrwhere  except  in  Islands  Fotuna 
and  Aniwa,  and  at  Mel  and  Fil  in  Island  Efat,  which 
are  all  Mahori  colonies,  still  speaking  Mahori  dialects 
(Whitmee).    The  best  known  sub-Papfian  languages 
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New  Ireland 
Tombra     . 
New  Zealand 
Ngapui     . 

Ngatban   . 
Ngatiawa  • 

Ngatimamoe 

Ngoko      • 
Nias         • 


Nicobar    • 


NinS 

Savage 

1        • 

Nnkofetau 

1        • 

Noka-Hiva 

»        • 

Nukn-nono 

t        • 

N'atherGoUa   < 

1        • 

Oslo       • 

1        ■ 

Ombay     • 
Ongia 

Ongtong  Java    . 
Orang       • 

1        • 

•  • 

t        ■ 

•  • 

Orang-BanSwa 
-Binfiah    . 

:  1 

Orangerie  Bay  . 
Orang-Hindi     . 
Orang-KIing      , 

•            • 

t            • 

Orang-Kuba 

Oiang-Laut 

Onng-MalAyu 


are:  Fat^  Epi,  Fama,  Ambtym,  Yimmitriinia,  aad 
Sesake. 

laland,  N.W.  Solomon  Islaada.  Snb-Papdaa  sto^  and 
speech. 

See  Maori. 

Maori  nation,  originally  of  85  tribes;  in  N.  Island  aonfli- 
wards  to  isthmns  of  Mannkao. 

Australian  tribe ;  Gippdand,  Viotoria. 

The  original  Maoris  of  Tumnaki  district*  N.  Islaiid; 
traditionally  from  Hawaiki,  va,  Savaii  (Samoa). 

Chief  Maori  nation  in  the  sonthem  island.  New  25wilsni! ; 
nearly  eztinct ;  a  few  still  sorviTe  on  FoTeanx  Strait 

See  Javanese. 

Island  off  W.  coast»  Snmatra,  S.  ttom  Hog  Jaland  ;  sab- 
Malayan  stock ;  speech  akin  to  Battak ;  two  distinct 
varieties  in  N.  and  S.  of  island  (Von  Boaenba;^  i.  144K 

Islands,  Bay  of  Bengal ;  apparently  two  types,  MongoIiBa 
inland,  sub-Malayan  on  coast,  but  no  Negritoes  si 
had  been  suspected.  See  Skom-Baetig,  Tba  sab- 
Malayan  tribes  snd  idioms,  as  &r  as  known,  seem  to 
be  those  of  Great  Nicobar,  Car  Nicobar,  Nancovry, 
and  Theressa. 

Island,  S.  Pacific ;  19**  S.  kt.,  169*"  W.  long. ;  natives 
of  Mahori  stock ;  speech  has  dearest  affinitieB  with 
Tongan. 

See  Amboyna 

SeeEIlice. 

Island,  Marquesas,  N.  group ;  distinct  dislecti  doaely 
akin  to  Tongan.    See  Marquesas  snd  TaipL 

See  Union. 

Australian  language,  formeriy  eoirent  where  now  is 
Melbourne. 

Wild  tribe,  interior  Sumatra ;  pure  Malayan  8to<^  ? 

Island,  near  W.  coast,  Timor ;  sub-Papuan  stock. 

See  Aru. 

See  LeueneawSa 

The  Malay  word  for  "man,**  "people,"  "tribe,"  "nation," 
etc 

i'.«.  "  Men  of  the  soil  ;**  the  collective  Malay  term  for  the 
uncivilised  aborigines  of  Malay  stock,  in  Malairtra  aad 
elsewhere.    See  p.  621. 

S.R  coast,  New  Guinea.    See  p.  609. 

The  aborigines  of  Waigiu  Island,  which  see. 

The  collective  Malay  term  for  tiie  Indians,  and  especi- 
ally the  southern  Indians,  settled  or  trading  in  tks 
Archipelago.  JClingia  a  corrupt  form  of  Telimgat 
«.e.  the  TeUffiu,  the  chief  Drevidian  nation  on  Coro- 
mandel  coast. 

Uncivilised  tribes,  Sumatra ;  sometimes  applied  to  the 
Battas  (Dr.  Van  Leent). 

i.s.  **  Men  of  the  sea; "  the  ooUeetivB  Malay  tena  for  the 
"  sea  gipsies ;  *'  seep.  621. 

The  collective  Malay  name  of  all  tha  pure  Mslsy 
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OrtBg-Saltt 


Onng-Utan      • 
Orang-Oimiiiig  . 
Onng-Dant 
Qrang-Sakai 

Otaheite    .        • 
Owangntiha 
Owyhee     . 

Pakpak    . 


Fftlaot 
Ftalavaj    . 
Palawan    . 
Pangua 


FialenilMKng 


PtaHa^janiniddBli 
Pampango         • 


Panax      • 
Panayaao 

Panchnr   . 

Pa^jor 

Pfcngmman 


Panggarang 

Paui^nnmg 

Pangorang 


peoples,  in  Malanca,  Somatra,  and  ebewheie ;  bnt 
generally  nndentood  of  the  civilised  and  Moham- 
medan Malays.    See  p.  621. 

ua,  **  Men  of  the  Stndi**  the  Orang-Lant  of  Malacca 
Strait,  whence  the  Collates  of  De  Bairos. 

The  oollectiye  Malay  name  for  the  descendants  of  the 
Portngnese  in  Malacca,  Temate,  Ambo3rna,  and  else* 
where  in  the  archipelago,  now  mostly  speaking  a 
corrupt  Malay,  with  a  laige  miztnre  of  Portuguese 
words ;  but  in  Malaoca  a  curiously  degenerate  Portu- 
guese is  still  cunent ;  has  lost  most  of  its  inflections, 
and  is  reduced  almost  to  the  state  of  an  isolating 
language. 

i.e.  Wild  men  of  the  foirest. )  AltematlTe  ezpressionsfor 

i.e.  Highlanders.  >     Orang-Banfiwa.   See  p. 

ue.  Landsmen.  )     621. 

Negrito  tribe,  Malacca,  in  the  mountains  near  the  upper 
Tamouileng  and  hM  rivers ;  speech  distinct 

See  Tahiti. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe,  on  Murray  and  Goulbuxn  rivers. 

Cook's  spelling  of  Hawaii,  which  see. 

Battak  tribe,  Sumatra ;  with  distinct  speech,  "  difTering 
in  many  respects  fi!x>m  the  Toba "  (Von  Bosenbeig, 
i  p.  68). 

See  Pellew. 

Tribe,  S.E.  New  Guinea ;  see  p.  609. 

Island  between  N.  coast  Borneo  and  Philippines ; 
natives  apparentiy  a  mixture  of  Afitas  (Negritos)  and 
Bisayans,  darker  than  the  latter,  and  with  frizzly 
hair. 

Ckmntry,  8.E.  Sumatra,  &eing  island  BangVa,  between 
Jambi  and  Lampung,  N.  and  S.  Natives  chiefly  of 
pure  Malay  stock  and  speech,  with  Javanese  elements, 
and  written  with  the  Javanese  character.  Palembang 
is  one  of  the  earliest  seats  of  Malay  civilisation  de- 
veloped under  Javanese  influences.  Here  are  also 
the  Kumring,  Kubu,  and  other  indigenous  peoples  of 
sub-Malayan  stock  and  speech. 

E.  ATistralian  tribe ;  Upper  Murray  and  Kiewa  rivers. 

Tagala  nation,  island  Luzon;  with  distinct  language, 
current  in  provinces  Bata&n,  Nneva-Edja,  Pampanga, 
Porac,  and  Zambales. 

Island,  Philippines ;  two  types,  Negrito  and  Bisayan. 

Bisayan  nation,  Philippines ;  with  distinct  speech  cur- 
rent in  island  Negros  only. 

Island,  K  coast  Sumatra,  S.  W.  from  Singapore ;  Orang- 
Banuwa  stock  and  speech. 

Tagala  nation,  Philippines ;  with  distinct  language  cur- 
rent in  provinces  Bangu^'t,  Zambales,  Nueva-£c\ja, 
and  Pangasinan,  island  Luzon. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  about  Moira,  Victoria. 

Australian  tribe,  Lower  Goulburn  river,  in  the  Eotfipna 
country;  perhaps  the  tallest  native  race,  averaging 
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Papaka 
Papuan 


Parigi       • 
Parnkalla 
Passamah 
PasDndan 

Pftumota  . 
Pelew 

Penrhyn   • 


Pepnkbiran  • 

Eabaraa    •  • 

Pern         .  • 
Pertobe 

Pillawinbiillvk  . 

Pine-gorine  • 

Pitcaim    .  • 


Poggy       . 
Nassau   . 
PolyxMsian 

Pdnape     • 


PortCaiterai 
Port  Pnslin 
Port  Dalrymple 

Poni 

Punnoinjon 

PortoetChowel 

QUAIBO     . 

Baiatba  • 
Bapa-Boi  • 


aiz  Ibet ;  an  the  aama  as  tbeWaningotbim,  now  (1879) 

reduced  to  eight  or  ten  souls ;  speech  very  enphnmoui. 
Tribe,  S.£.  New  Guinea;  see  p.  609. 
i£,  "  frisily-haired ;"  the  eoUectiTe  name  lieze  adofpted 

for  one  of  the  three  dark  Interoceanic  races,  as  taHlj 

ezphuned  at  pp.  595-6.    See  also  sub-I^pfiaa  East 

and  West 
Sub-Papiiaa  tribe,  Minahasa,  N.  Celebes,  near  Menadft 
S.  Auslnlian  tribe,  Spencer's  Gulf  and  Port  TJTicobi. 
See  Sarawi. 
The  Javanese  name  of  the  Sonda  country^  W.  dhriskn 

Java.    See  Snnda. 
See  Tuamotu. 
Islands,  N.  Pacific,  W. CarolSnes;  HLkroneslan  stodE  aad 

speech,  marking  the  westemmoet  limits  of  this  face. 
Isknd,  B.  Pacific,  9"  &  lat.,  179*  W.  long.     Uahon, 

with  an  infiuion  of  PapW  Uood  (Bankea) ;  tks 

eastemmost  point  to  which  the  Papuan  elemott  has 

been  traced. 
The  collective  name  of  the  civOised  Malayan  tobei; 

Formosa. 
See  Ceram. 
See  WaimambfiL 

S.B.  Australisn  tribe ;  Pyrenees  mountains. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe,  at  junction  rivers  Mumy  and 

Goulbum. 
Island,  S.  Pacific,  S.E.  fiom  Gambier  and  Toamots 

islsads.    Natives  half-caste  Bn^lah  and  TabitJaus; 

speech  English. 

Island,  W.  coast  Sumatra.     See  MentAwey. 

Rather  a  geographical  than  an  ethnical  tenn ;  aad  here 
accordingly  rejected,  as  ftdly  explained  at  pp.  696-7. 

Island,  Carolines;  well-marked  Mikronesian  dialect^ 
with  distinct  Mahori  affinities,  such  as  the  custom  <k 
tabooing  words,  the  use  of  special  words  to  chieifr,  as 
in  Samoa,  etc.    Grammar  by  Gulick  (1858). 

New  Ireland  tribes;  sub-Papfiau;  vocabulary  in  Veya^ 
de  V Astrolabe. 

Tasmanian  tribe;  vocabulary  in  Vo^offe  ds  fAMnUbti 
extinct. 

Islands.    See  Hentftwey. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  east  of  Sena  Ranges 

Australian  tribe»  W.  Victoria,  a£.  of  L.  Boloka. 

Tribe,  S.E.  New  Guinea ;  see  p.  609. 

See  Tahiti. 

i.e.  *' Great  Rapa,*'  Easter  Island,  S.  Pacific  Ifaiks 
the  extreme  eastern  limit  of  the  Mahori  race  sad 
speech ;  chief  tribe  Teapy ;  repeopled  probata 
through  Tuamotu  from  T^ti.  The  present  inbabft- 
ants  cannot  have  been  the  builders  of  the  remaikabk 
monuments  scattered  over  this  island. 
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Raxotonga 


Ratahan   . 
BAJang     . 


Bennell     . 
Hhio-Iifaigga 

Boka 
Roma 
Roio 

Bottt 


Rotoma    . 

Rnmahkai         ^ 

SAOOHa    . 

Saboe 

Saint  YincoBt  Qnii 

Sakai        • 

Sakalara  . 


I  Island,  S.  Pacific,  Hervey  gronp  i  two  tribes.  1.  Ngati 
Karika,  traditionally  descended  of  Earika  from 
Manuka  island  in  W.,  probably  the  Samoan  Manua; 
2.  JfgcUi  Tangiia,  descended  of  Tangiia  from  district 
Faaa,  Tahiti  Thus  the  Her?ey  gronp  would  seem 
to  have  been  peopled  from  Tahiti  and  Samoa.  Speech 
presents  several  peculiarities  constituting  a  distinct 
dialect ;  grammar  by  Buzacott  (1854). 

See  Kinahasa. 

Sub-Malayan  nation,  S.W.  coast  Sumatra,  stretching 
from  the  Menangkabu  southwards  to  the  Lampung 
country ;  divided  into  a  number  of  "  Saku,**  or  tribes, 
speaking  a  distinct  language,  written  in  a  peculiar 
character  based  on  the  DavanftgarL  Dr.  Van  Leent 
says  they  are  a  mixed  Malay  and  Javanese  race, 
fairly  civilised.    Chief  station,  Bencoolen. 

Island,  S.  Pacific,  oif  S.W.  coast  S.  Christoval  (Solomon 
group) ;  natives  said  to  be  of  Mahori  stock,  marking 
the  extreme  W.  limits  of  the  race  in  this  direction. 

Islands,  Malacca  Strait.  Here  are  three  classes  of  Malays ; 
Orang-Darat,  ''landsmen  ;"  Orang-Utan,  "wild  men 
of  the  forest ; "  and  Orang-Laut,  **  seafarers "  (sea 
gipsies). 

Sub-Papuan  tribe,  with  distinct  speech ;  island  Floris, 
Sundaa. 

Island,  K  fit>m  Wetter,  N.K  of  Timor ;  natives  of  sub- 
Malayan  stock  and  speech. 

The  natives  of  Yule  island,  S.E.  coast  New  Guinea ; 
speech  quite  distinct  from  those  of  mainland ;  and 
people  of  lighter  colour ;  seem  to  be  more  recent 
arrivals  from  £.  Polynesia;  Mahori  stock?  (C.  Stone). 

Island,  20  m.  off  W.  end  Timor ;  natives  apparently  of 
mixed  Malayan  and  Indian  stock,  with  distinct  speech 
akin  to  Savoe ;  mixed  with  Timor,  Malay,  and 
Javanese  elements ;  are  very  dark,  but  have  lank 
hair;  therefore  are  not  sub-Papfians  like  the  Timorese. 

Island,  N.  ftom  F\ji,  W.  from  Samoa;  12"  S.  lat.,  177* 
K  long.  Mahori  stock  and  speech,  with  decided  sub- 
Papuan  afikdties. 

SeeCeiam. 

Dyak  tribe,  on  Sadong  river,  Sarawak,  Borneo  (Wallace, 
p.  64). 

Sub-Papikn  tribe,  with  distinct  speech ;  N.  peninsula 
Jilolo ;  akin  to  Galela  (Wallace). 

Australian  tribe,  S.  coast;  vocabulary  in  Voyage  de 
VAHroUibt, 

A  term  nearly  synonymous  with  Orang-Banfiwa ;  ap- 
plied by  the  Malays  to  all  the  rude  tribes  of 
Malacca  and  adjacent  islands. 

Collective  name  of  the  tribes  on  W.  coast  Madagascar. 
Malayan  stock,  with  a  laige  infasion  of  African  and 
Arab  blood,  especially  in  the  north.  Tribes  men- 
tioned by  Bishop    Kestell-Comish    (Tour  in  N. 
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Sakans  • 

Balibabo  . 
Talur 

Salwatty  . 

Samaxiw    . 
Samoa      • 


Sampit      • 

Samsan 

San  Christoval 

Sandalwood 
Sangttir  and 
Siau. 

Sandwich . 
Santa  Crns 


Sapama  • 
Honimoa  . 
Sarawi 


Sasalc 
Sassak 

Satawal 

SaToe 

SaTU 

Sawee 

Serwati 


Seaake 


} 


MadagoBoar) :  Behiaotn,  Umaheiy,  Tudiou,  An* 
iankanu 

Dyak  tribe,  Borneo  (Crawford). 

Islands  midway  between  JQolo  and  Mindanao;  lob- 
Malay  stock  and  speech. 

Island  dose  to  W.  and  New  Guinea ;  natiTea  Fqioaa 
and  sab-PbpCian  (Von  Rosenbergs  L  888). 

The  oolleotlve  name  of  the  Negritos  of  Malanna,  See 
p.  596. 

Islands  three  miles  off  W.  end  Timor ;  natives  of  sab- 
Papuan  stock ;  dosely  akin  to  those  of  Timor. 

Islands,  S.  Pacific ;  Mahori  stock  and  speech ;  the  cri* 
ginal  home  of  the  race  in  Pacific  (see  p.  614).  Speech 
comes  nearest  to  the  primitive  Mahori  lnngoag%  and 
almost  alone  retains  the  oiganio  j;  as  in  Satnoa,  jSmu, 
etc. ;  bat  has  recently  changed  tiok.  For  the  tra- 
ditional home  of  the  Samoans,  see  note,  p.  612. 

Dyak  tribe,  Borneo,  with  distinct  speech ;  Tocabolaiy 
by  Tledtke  (Cnst,  p.  140). 

See  Malacca. 

Island,  Solomon  group ;  two  distinct  rab-Flapaan  dia- 
lects ;  yocabulaiies  in  Bishop  Patterson's  collectkm. 

SeeSumba. 

Islands  midway  between  Celebes  and  Mindanao ;  nsftiveB 
akin  to  those  of  Menado  (Minahasa),  wiKh  Tugak 
affinities. 

See  HawaiL 

Islands,  8.  Pacific,  E.  of  Solomon  gronp ;  natiiTea  of 
sub-Papfian  stock  and  speech  ;  several  distinct  dia- 
lects ;  two  or  more  in  Sta.  Cru^  one  very  marirsd  ia 
Tapoua  (Tupua),  several  in  Swallow  groups  three  in 
Yanikoro  (Taneanu,  Tanema,  and  Varikoro),  these 
last  differing  greatly,  as  appears  from  the  oompantive 
vocabularies  in  Voyage  de  VAairclabe, 

Islands  K  coast  of  Ambeyna ;  speech  akin  to  that  of 
S.  coast  Ceram. 

Sub-Malayan  nation  in  the  Passumah  district,  Interior 
of  Palembangs  Sumatra;  distinct  language  written  with 
the  Rejang  characters.  Dr.  Van  Leent  descabes  fbttm 
as  half-caste  Battas  and  Javanese ;  are  now  settled. 

The  aborigines  of  Lombok,  with  distinct  speech  still 
spoken  in  the  interior  and  on  N.  coast;  elaewheie 
Balinese  is  current    See  Lombok. 

Island  Carolines ;  Mikronesian ;  vocabulary  in  FbfO^s 
de  r  Astrolabe, 

Islands  between  Sumba  and  Timor;  natives  akin  ia 
t>'pe  and  speech  to  those  of  Rotti,  which  see  (Wal- 
lace). But  Cra\vfurd  describes  them  aa  snb-Plapdana, 
with  frizzly  hair  like  the  Tinioreans. 

Islands  between  Timor  and  Tiiiior-Laut ;  natives  of  sub- 
Papuan  stock,  ^Wth  distinct  speech  known  as  Kissa, 
from  Island  Kisso,  westernmost  of  the  group.  Set 
Kissa. 

See  New  Hebrides. 
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Shom-BadDg     • 


Siak 

Sian.  • 
Sideia  • 
Sihanaka  • 
Silong       • 


Simalii 
(Hog, 


.•    •  I 


Simpang-Kanaa  % 
Simpaog-Snlainbla  I 
Simpaiig-Slnimdang  j 
Simpang-Kiiie 


Societj     • 
Solomon  • 


Solor 
Sab-PapiUm  East 


SnVPap^aa  Weit     . 


Siiflin 


Snla. 
Xnlla 
Snln         • 

•            • 

Snmanap  • 
Snmatra    • 
IndAla      . 
Andftla 
Pertya      . 

• 

;! 

Le,  the  ''Baeng  tribes;**  the  inland  people  of  Great 
Nioobar,  of  which  there  are  three  tribes,  one  on  N^ 
one  near  W.  coast,  and  one  abont  Galathea  river ; 
hitherto  supposed  to  be  Negritos  akin  to  the  Anda- 
manese^  but  fonnd  by  Frederick  A.  de  B6pstorfl^  who 
recently  visited  them,  to  be  of  Mongolian  type,  dif- 
fisrent  from  the  sub-Malays  on  coast  Jet  black 
hair,  high  forehead,  nose  hooked  bnt  flat  below, 
small  obliqne  black  eyes,  6  ft  8^  in.  high ;  speech 
distinct,  of  unknown  affinities.    Bee  Nieciar, 

Malay  nation  E.  coast  Sumatra,  between  the  Batta 
country  and  Jambi  N.  and  S. 

See  Sanguir. 

Formosan  tribe,  with  distinct  speech* 

See  Betsimisaraca. 

The  collective  name  of  the  Mergui  Islanders,  Indian 
Ocean,  off  coast  British  Buimah.  Sub-Malayan  stock ; 
speech  distinct 

IsLmd  W.  coast  Sumatra;  peopled  by  Malays  from 
Upper  Fadang ;  speech  mixed  with  Battak  and  Atyeh 
elements  (Von  Bosenberg^  i.  115).    See  Maros. 

Districts,  Sumatra,  bordering  on  the  Batta  country; 
people  and  speech  closely  akin  to  Singkal,  which  see. 
(Von  Bosenbexg,  L  p.  64.) 

Country  Sumatra,  2*  l(f  S.  lat,  98*  K  long. ;  people 
and  language  of  mixed  Malay,  Atyeh,  Battak,  and 
Nias  elements  (Von  Bosenberg,  i.  44). 

Islands;  see  Tahiti. 

Islands,  S.  Pacific,  E.  from  New  Guinea ;  sub-Papdan 
stock  and  speech ;  several  distinct  languages,  of  which 
best  known  are — Bauro,  Guadalcanar  (Gem),  Ulaua, 
Mara  Ma-siki,  Anudha,  Mahaga,  and  Eddystone. 

Island  off  E.  end  Floris ;  sub-Papfian  race  and  speech. 

The  collective  name  here  adopted  for  the  mixed  Mahori 
and  Papiian  race  stretching  from  New  Guinea  east- 
wards to  Fyi ;  equivalent  to  tiie  Mekmeaian  of  Ger- 
man anthropologists.    See  Papfian  and  p.  595. 

The  collective  name  here  adopted  for  the  mixed  Malay 
and  Papuan  race,  stretching  from  New  Guinea  west- 
wards to  Floris  island.  Under  this  heading  are 
grouped  most  of  the  so-called  AlfuroB  of  the  Indian 
Archipelago.    See  Papiian,  and  p.  595. 

Tribe,  fliilippines,  with  distinct  speech  current  in  pro** 
vince  Bontoc,  Island  Luzon. 

Islands  N.  from  Burn,  K  from  Celebes ;  natives  of  sub- 
Malayan  stock  and  speech- 
Islands  between  Borneo  and  Mindanao ;  natives  of  sub- 
Malayan  stock,  with  speech  akin  to  the  Bisayan, 
written  in  the  Arabic  character. 

See  Madurese. 

Two  types,  pure  Malayan  and  sub-Malayan.  The  first 
is  represented  by  the  Palembang,  Jambi,  and  Siak 
on  E.  coast,  and  Menangkabu  on  W.  coast;  the 
second  by  the  Atyes  (Achinese)  and  Battaks  in  N. : 

2U 
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Sombft 
Sandalwood 
Chandava . 
Sombawa  . 


Sundant 


Strong      • 
Snntah      . 

Tabellor 
Taga-baloya 

Tagala 
Tagalog    . 


TUiiti 


Tkipi 


Tai-wan    .        • 
Talacaogo 

Talant 


the  Knbn,  Abimg,  Lubn,  Saniwi,  KiiBiin&  and  Kor^ 
inchi  in  the  centre ;  and  Be^ng  and  Lampnng  in 
S.  The  pure  Malaya  are  moetiy  Mohammedjas, 
apeaking  High  Malay  or  dialecta  doaely  idatod  to  it, 
written  with  the  Arabic  character ;  tiie  othien  are 
partly  Moslema,  partly  Pagans,  some  aaTage,  oth/tn 
semi-ciTilised,  with  distinct  languages  written  witli 
several  peculiar  characters  all  based  on  the  ardiaic 
Indian  of  the  Asoka  inscriptions. 

Island  S.  from  Floris ;  natiyes  of  sub-Malayan  stodc, 
with  distinct  speech. 

Island  between  Lombok  and  Floris;  natiYas  of  sob- 
Malayan  stock  and  speech,  with  Bugis  and  Maag- 
kassar  affinities.  Here  were  six  distinct  nsyons  sad 
languages  before  the  great  eruption  (1815)  of  Mooat 
Tomboro — Sumbanese,  Bima,  IXompo,  Sangar,  Pbpe- 
kat,  Tombora.  The  last  two  have  since  diaappeanii, 
having  probably  perished  on  that  occasion. 

Sub-Malayan  nation,  W.  section  Java,  as  far  east  as  pro- 
vince Cheriboa.  Area,  12,000  square  milea ;  ^»eedi 
distinct,  with  Javanese  and  Malay  elementa  m  pro- 
portion of  350  in  1000  words;  written  ganenlly 
with  the  Javanese  alphabet,  lliere  are  two  varie- 
ties, the  Basa-Menak  or  High  Snndaneae^  and  Bua- 
Kuring  or  Low  Sundanese. 

Island ;  see  Ualan. 

Dyak  tribe,  Borneo  (Grawftird). 

SeeGalela. 

Wild  tribe^  Philippines,  Island  Mindanao,  pimvbice 
Caraga ;  Bisayan  stock. 

The  chief  nation  in  Luion  and  Mindoro,  Philippziwi. 
Malayan  stock,  with  highly-developed  Isngnagft  wzit- 
ten  in  a  peculiar  character  based  on  the  Devanlgari, 
and  cnrrsnt  in  provinces  ""^W^",  Bulacan,  Oamarine^ 
N.  Cavite^  Infanta,  Isabels,  I/sgnna,  Manila,  Horaz^ 
Nueva-Ik^a,  Principe,  Tayabas  and  Rambales,  Island 
Luzon,  and  exclusively  in  Island  Mindoro,  but  noi 
ekewhere  in  the  PhiUppines ;  cuirent  also  in  the 
Marianne  group,  which  has  been  partly  repeopled 
from  Luzon. 

Island,  S.  Pacific.  Mahori  stock  and  speech;  people 
traditionally  from  Havaiki  (Savaii),  Samoa;  first 
settlement  at  Havaii,  in  island  Raiatea. 

Tribe,  island  Nuku-Hiva,  Marquesas;  retains  theoigane 
ng,  elsewhere  in  the  group  changed  U^  k  or  a: 
tangi;  N.E.  Marquesas  ioH;  8.E.  Marquesas,  teai 
=to  cry. 

See  Formosa. 

Wild  tribe,  Philippines,  Island  Mindanao,  proving 
Carega  ;  Bisayan  stock. 

Island  midway  between  Moluccas  and  Mindanao ;  sab- 
Malayan  stock  and  speech,  with  Bisayan 
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Tana 


Tanala      .        • 

Tanawanko        • 

Tandrona  • 

Taneanu   . 

Tanema    . 

Tangambalanga 

Tanguiyan 

} 

Tangnayan 

>■ 

Tingnian  . 

) 

Tankay     . 

• 

Taoungnrong     . 

• 

Tarawa     . 

• 

Tarrawairacka  . 

■ 

Tasmania  •        • 

• 

Tauai 

• 

Ta^n     . 

Tawi-Tawl 

Tchagelalegat    . 

Teapy 

Tehulate   . 

Tduti 

Tenimber .        • 

Teor 

• 

Temate    • 

! 

T&mate    . 

Terrm  Challnm 

• 

Termmbelial     . 

• 

Teste 

• 

'  Teto 

■ 

Thar-a-mirttong 

• 

Theressa   . 

• 

Tidore 

Toddi«      . 

Tikopia     . 

j 

Tokopia    • 

\ 

TimoT 


Island,  New  Hebrides  ;    distinct  snb-Papiian  speech 

(Von  der  Gabelentz,  L) 
See  Betsimisaraca. 

Snb-Papuan  tribe,  with  distinct  speech,  K  Celebes. 
See  Sakalava. 
See  Sta.  Cruz. 
See  Sta.  Craz. 
Australian  tribe.  Upper  Murray  and  Eiewa  rivers. 

Tagala  tribes,  Philippines,  with  distinct  language  car- 
rent  in  provinces  Ilooos  N.  and  S.,  Island  Luzon. 

See  Betsimisaraca. 

Australian  tribe  about  Upper  Goulbum  river. 

Island,  Gilbert  group.  Hale  takes  this  as  the  typical 
language  of  these  islands. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  Port  Albert  and  Taireville,  Vic- 
toria. 

Island,  S.E.  coast  Australia ;  natives  extinct.  For  affini- 
ties, etc.,  see  p.  699. 

Island,  Sandwich  group.  This  dialect  retains  the 
organic  t,  elsewhere  changed  to  Ar  in  the  Hawaii  lan- 
guage :  tua=kua,  back. 

See  Wfigu. 

Island,  Sulu  Archipelago ;  same  race  and  speech. 

See  Ment&wey. 

See  Rapa-nuL 

See  Ceram. 

See  Ceram. 

Islands  E.  from  'Hmor  and  Serwatti ;  natives  of  sub- 
Malayan  stock  and  speech. 

Island  midway  between  Ceram  and  Ki  islands.  Sub- 
Paptlan  stock  and  speech. 

Island  off  W.  coast  Jilolo,  V  N.  lat.  Natives  partly 
Malayan  and  sub-Malayan,  but  in  most  "  le  sang  Ma- 
lais  pr^omine*'  (Dr.  Hamy  in  £uL  de  la  Soc  de  G6o. 
ziii.  p.  482). 

Australian  tribe,  W.  "Wctoria,  east  of  Salt  Creek. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  between  river  Hopkins 
and  Fiery  Cr»ek. 

Island,  S.K  New  Guinea ;   see  p.  609. 

See  Timor. 

S.R  Australian  tribe,  river  Kiewa,  Victoria. 

See  Nicobar. 

Island  just  south  of  Temate,  W.  coast  Jilolo ;  same 
stock,  and  nearly  same  speech,  as  Temate,  which  see 
(Dr.  Hamy  and  Raflray).  The  proper  native  name 
of  the  island  is  ToddrM  (Von  Rosenbeig,  ii.  402). 

Island,  S.  Pacific,  S.  of  Sta.  Cruz  islands.  Mahori  race 
and  speech ;  vocabulary  in  Voyage  de  V Astrolabe; 
has  the  s  implying  direct  Sanioan  descent,  and  a  few 
closed  syllables  implying  Papuan  influences. 

Island  R  fipom  Floris.  Natives  of  sub-Papuan  stock 
and  speech ;  several  distinct  languages.  Wallace 
mentions  Teto  and  Vaiqueno  in  E.,  Brissi  in  W. 
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Tbnor-Lnt 

TingntiiipMa 

Tingnian  • 

Dippil 
TirUIowA-Kani 

Tbihfmg  • 
Toba 
ToU 

Jjord  North 
Tobo 
Togeaa     • 


TokeUn  • 
Tombn  . 
Tomolion  • 
Tomora    • 

Tonga  . 
Friendly  . 

Tonga-taba 


Tooram    • 
Toto 
TonlA 
Tonlon 
Tonrahonong 
Tracy 
Tnamota  . 
Paumota  . 

Tubuai  . 

Tapuai  • 

Tukopia  . 
Tulur 

Tnpuan  . 
Tun^a 

Tumibul  . 

Tutuila  • 


''Seawud TfanoK."    UandS. 
tiw  Tnimber  groiq^  vfakfc  m^ 


akin  to  the  Deenok 
See  TangviaB* 

&  ABstnUait  trib^  N.  of  VoraloB  Baf. 


nven. 
&£.  AnrtialiaB  tzibc^  aboot  HkkoiMB 
SeaBattak. 

laland,  N.  TmdAt ;  mll-iiMidDBd 

SeeCeram. 

lilanda,  EL  ooast  OelebeiL  Nattfet  inland  saVPkpte; 
with  "quite  distinct  speedi*  (Yob  Boaenbei^  iL 
263)  on  coast  Bogia. 

Talands.    See  Union. 

See  New  Inland. 

See  Mjnahasa, 

Sab-Malayan  people,  EL  penlnsola  CAhn ;  ipaeek  £t> 
tinct ;  current  also  in  laland  ^*«****»"t». 

lalands,  &  Pacific,  £.  from  I^i;  natrraa  of  MakoD 
stock  and  speech,  intermediate  between  Samnan  and 
HaorL   Varietieaare:  TVmgatabo,  Hapai,  Yavaa. 

ix,  "Sacred  Tonga; "  ialand,  Tonga  group,  lliia  dia- 
lect ia  remarkable  for  the  fimpient  change  of  oiganic 
p  to  6,  a  Bound  scarcely  elaewhen  oocurring  in  any 
pure  Mahori  language;  ia  due  probably  to  i^psn 
(sub-Papuan)  influence. 

Australian  tribe^  W.  Victoria,  west  of  Curdie'a  Oaak. 

Sise  Manatoto. 

Tribes,  S.K  New  Guinea.    See  p.  608b 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria. 

IsLind.    See  Vaitupu. 

Archipelago,  E.  from  Tahiti ;  Mahori  stock  and  apeeeh; 

originally  from  Tahiti;  the  Tahitian  la  gradiially 

encroaching  on  the  local  dialeetfc 

See  Austral,  IL 

See  Tikopia. 

See  Salibabo. 

See  Sta.  Cruz. 

See  Celebes. 

£.  Australian  tribe,  S.  Queensland. 

Island,  Samoa ;  sub-variety  of  Samoan ;  here,  the  pra^ 
tice  of  changiug  ^  to  A:,  now  universal  in  the  gn>B[s 
seems  to  have  first  begun  (Whitmee^  Seanoai  Grae^ 
tnai'f  p.  1). 
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Ualah 
Strong 


Uyea 
Wallit 

Union 
Tokdan 

Uolaiol 

Ulana 

Uvea 

Vaiqubko 
Vaitupa 
Traoey 
Vaniluno 


vm 

Fgi 


Ynnmamna 


Wabbo    . 
Wagga-Wagga  • 

Wahai      . 

Waigin     .        .      ) 

("  Water-iBland  ")   { 


Idand,  E.  Carolines;   Mikronesian;  Tocab.  in   F(^- 
age  de  P Astrolabe,     *'La  langne  d*Ualan  est  fort 
remarqnable  en  oe  qu'elle  s'^oigne  considteUement 
dn  MalaJio  comme  da  polyndsien,"  (p.  176). 
L  Island,  S.  Pacific ;  Mahoii  stock  and  speech. 

n.  Island,  Loyalty  group,  peopled  from  Wallis ;  hence 
a  Mahori  dialect  is  still  cunent  here,  sub-Pftpiian 
being  spoken  elsewhere  in  this  group. 

Islands  (Fakaofo,  Nukunono,  Atafa),  three  degrees 
N.  of  Samoa;  Mahozi  stock  and  speech;  peopled 
direct  from  Samoa. 

Australian  tribes,  Queensland. 

See  Solomon  Islands. 

SeeUea. 

See  Timor. 
Island.    SeeEIlioe. 

See  Sta  Cruz.  The  Vanikoro  and  Siallicolo  natives  are 
amongst  the  most  dolichocephalous  on  the  globe  (G. 
Busk,  in  Jour.  Anthrop,  Instit,  Jan.  1877). 

Islands,  S.  Pacific ;  snb-Papfian  stock  and  speech  in  the 
W.  group  (Leeward  or  Ba  Islands) ;  the  Lukeba,  or 
E.  group,  is  peopled  by  the  Eaitongayiti,  a  mixed 
Viti  and  Tonga  (Mahori)  race;  lu^  and  speech 
Pkpfian,  with  Tonga  elements  in  latter;  colour, 
features,  and  religion  liahori.  There  are  altogether 
fifteen  distinct  dialects,  of  which  seven  are  known  to 
the  missionaries,  and  four  reduced  to  writings  the 
standard  being  the  Mbau  or  Ban  spoken  on  S.R  side 
Viti-Levu,  about  Re^a  delta ;  letter  /  unknown  in 
W.  group,  introduced  from  Tbnga,  in  the  £.  group ; 
henoe  ViH  is  the  ooUectlye  name  in  former,  Fgi  in 
latter.  Chief  tribes — Mbau,  the  ruling  people  up  to 
time  of  annexation,  Macuata,  Cakaudrove,  Lau, 
Rewa,  Somo  Somo,  Verata,  Maitasiri,  Mbua,  Lakemba, 
Tai  LeTU,  Serua,  Namosi,  Nadroga,  Ba,  Yasawa, 
Mbena,  Narua,  Mba,  Vudd,  Bakenki,  Vura,  and  in 
the  hills  the  Eai  Colos,  still  reputed  csnnibals  (De 
Bled,  Fiji). 

Tribe  with  distinct  sub-Papfian  speech ;  New  Hebrides, 
N.  side  Island  Whitsuntide. 

Australian  tribe,  about  river  Mlieay. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe;  New  South  Wales^  Muirum- 
Udgee  river. 

See  Ceram. 

Islands,  W.  end  New  Guinea  ;  natives  inland  Papfion, 
on  coast  sub-Papfian ;  speech  entirely  Papiian,  cur- 
rent also  on  coasts  of  Mysol,  Salwatty,  N.W.  New 
Guinea,  and  the  islands  in  Geelvink  Bay  (Wallace, 
p.  529).  The  coast  people  call  those  of  interior 
Orang-Hindu,  «.«.  "Indixms"  (Von  Bosenbeig^  IL 
880). 
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Waiky-Waiky  . 

Waisamn  . 
Wajau      . 
Waju 
Tuwign     .        • 


Wakasito  . 
Wamba-Wamba       | 
Yamba-Yamba .       ( 
Wamma    . 
Waningotbun     . 
Wanmung-Waamimg- 

Kur 
Wanumbae 
Warrnambul     .       ) 
Pertobe     .        .       { 
Watty-Watty    . 

Wawurrong 
Wayapo    . 
Weereitch-weereitcb  . 
Werrupurung    . 
Wetter 

Whitewumdink 
Whitsuntide 
Wiralhere .        . 
Wiradurei 
Wiradhuni 
Wirairoi    . 


} 


Witowoxnuig    . 
Wituro 
Wokan 

Woddowrong    . 
Wooiwtirong 
Wolaroi    . 
Woollnm  . 
WoUum   ba   BeUdm 

belliim  . 
Worajei^g  . 

Worrike  ba  Kiinang 

yang     . 
WuUathara       • 


XnxxA      •  • 

Yaibt-Yairt  . 

Yak-Kumban  . 
Yakun 


S.E.  Anstralian  tribe;  Mmny  xiver^  abcrro  Dnfiig 
Junction. 

See  Ceram. 

See  Bigan. 

The  most  enterprising  of  the  Bogu  nation ;  in  eeatn 
S.W.  peninsola  Celebes,  SM""  Q.  lat.,  stretching  eagt 
to  Gnlf  of  Boni ;  hare  settlements  in  Sin^paze  and 
many  other  seaports  of  the  archipelago. 

See  Amboyna. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe;  Mnnay  river^  above  Dadiiif 
Junction. 

See  Ato. 

See  Pazgurang. 

Australian  tribe ;  L.  Hindmaish,  Wimmeri»  Victaria. 

See  Am. 

Australia,  W.  Yictoria,  near  L.  Terang. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  river  Murray,  between  Echuci 

and  Darling  Junction, 
a  Australian  tribe,  N.  and  R  of  Port  Phillip  Bay. 
See  Boeroe. 

Australian  tribe ;  W.  Australia,  east  of  rirer  Eome^alla. 
Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria,  east  of  Fiery  Creek. 
Island  off  N.E.  coast  TiiQor  ;  same  race  and  speech. 
Australian  tribe,  Wimmera,  Victoria. 
Island.    See  Vunmaruma. 
E.  Australian  tribe,  akin  to  the  KamilaroL 
E.  Australian  tribes,  frontier  New  South  Wales ;  speedi 

akin  to  Kamilaroi,  and  generally  current  along  riven 

Namoi,  Barwan,  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Darling. 

(Grammar  by  Rev.  James  Giinther). 
S.  Australian  tribe,  about  Geelon^ 
S.  E.  Australian  tribe. 
See  Aru. 

Australian  tribe ;  Victoria,  near  lake  Colae. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  near  Western  Point,  Victoria. 
E.  Australian  tribe. 

Australian  tribe,  L.  Wellington,  Gippsland,  Victoria. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  on  La  Trobe  river,  at  Bosedale 

and  L.  Reeves,  Victoria. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe ;  from  Howling  to  Dora  Dora,  80 

miles  above  Albury. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe;  on  rivers  Mitchell,  Nicholson, 

and  Tambo,  Victoria. 
S.K  Australian  tribe;   river  Munay,  at  and   below 

Moama. 

See  Sulla. 

E.  Australian  tribe ;  Murray  river,  between  Echnca  ad 

Darling  Junction. 
S.E.  Australian  tribe,  Darling. 
See  Jakun. 
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Yamha-Yambft 

Tantrawnnter 

Yaako-Yaako 

Yap 

Yarra-Bandini 
Yarra-Yaira 
Yehen 
Yenghen   • 
Yelta 

Yerewa     • 

Yerre-Yeire 

Yonrwychall 

YowangQlam 

Ysabd      . 

Yuarfb-Ynartb 

Yiikan 

Yule 

Zebu 

Zeboano    . 
Zingkal     . 


See  Wamba-Wamba. 

Australian  tribe,  Cooper's  Creek. 

S.E.    Australian  tribe;  abont  L.  Victoria  and    river 

Rufiis  ;  speak  the  Marowra  language. 
Island,  W.  Carolines  ;  well-marked  Mikronesian  dialect. 
Australian  tribe,  about  river  MliCay. 
Australian  tribe ;  formerly  on  river  Yarra-Yarra,  Victoria. 

See  New  Caledonia. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe;  at  junction  rivers  Darling  and 
Murray. 

Ifincopie  tribe,  N.  Andaman. 

S.E.  Australian  tribe  ;  Mildura,  Lower  Murray  river. 

Australian  tribe  ;  W.  Victoria,  between  river  Wannon 
and  Grange  Biun. 

**  Highlanders ; "  the  collective  name  of  the  S.E.  Aus- 
tralian tribes  on  the  Goulbum  uplands. 

Island ;  see  Mahaga,  under  Solomon  Islands. 

Australian  tribe,  W.  Victoria. 

The  collective  name  of  the  nndviUsed  sub-Malsyaa 
tribes,  Formosa. 

Island.    See  Boro. 

See  Cebu. 
See  Cebuano. 
SeeBattak. 
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Abaoa,  S70,  tSt 
Aborlgiiies  of  Anslnlla,  M 

ctuuractar  of,  89 

trentment  of  wlyes,  88 

food  of,  93 

weapons  of,  94 

oanoea  of,  95 

barter  among,  98 

occupationB  of.  98 

amnaemento  of,  96 

punishments  of,  99 

wars  of,  99 

leUffion  of,  100 

bmul,  modes  of,  100, 108 

ceremonies  among,  101 

marriages,  101 

Illness  and  death,  108 

moumingoeremonies,  108 

languflses  of,  104 

proDable  origin  of,  105 

population  of,  100 

of  Tasmania,  S48 
Abra  de  Tlo,  288 
Acacia,  41 
Aeada  aophora,  n 
Achin,  887 
Adelaide,  208 
Admiralty  Islands,  406 

natiyes  of,  400 
Agriculture,  in  Australia,  128 

of  New  Caledonians,  481 

in  New  South  Wales,  142 

in  Victoria,  170 
Ahuxri  plains,  684 
Albany,  210 
Albay,  286 
Albert  district,  147 

river,  220 
Albury,  180 
Alexandrine,  lake,  194 
AlAm)s,800 
Allen,  Mr.  C.,in  New  Guinea, 

440 
Alligator  rirer,  precipices  of, 

17 
Alpine  Tegetation,  48 
Amadeus,  lake,  194 
Amboyna,  409 

trade  uf.  411 

wood,  411 
Ambrym  Island,  475 

volcano,  475 


Americans  in  Union  Island, 
500 

Amoentai,868 

Ampanam,  428 

Auuigura  volcano,  500 

Amusements  of  Austialiaa 
natives,  98 

Amwa,  475 

Ancient  temples  of  Java,  820 
renudns  in  Borneo,  801 
monuments  in  Tonga  Is* 

land,  500 
forts  in  Oparo.  507 
remains  in  Pitcaim  Is- 
land, 517 
remains  in  Bsster  Island, 

518 
remains  in  Maiden's  Is- 
land, 524 
remains  in  Tinian,  544 
ruins  in  Ponap4,  589 
tomb,  Tahiti,  490 

Andai,  441 

Andropoffon  eoriootum,  880 

Aneiteum,  475 

Angora  goats  in  Victoria,  171 

Animal  fife  of  Australia,  51 

Animals  of  New  South  wales, 
188 
of  Victoria,  170 
of  West  Australia,  212 
of  Queensland,  222 

'     of  Philippines,  271 
of  Java,  810 
of  the  Moluccas,  898 
of  Bands,  414 
of  Timor  group,  418 
ofFUilBUnd8,485 
of  MarshaU  Island,  584 

Anoa,888 

Anson,  Captain,  on  Iskdrones 
Island,  548 

Antechinus,  57 

Antiarit  (ocioaria,  811 

Antipodes  Island,  572 

Antique,  288 

Aopo,  602 

Apimri  river,  284 

Apia,  608,  604 

Apteryx,  601 

Arabs  in  the  Moluccas,  40t 

Arauearia  Cookii,  481 


Aftmnria  netZn,  674 
Aridity  of  Central  Australia 
92 

of  Timor  group,  418 
Arthur's  lake,  242 

river,  241 
Ariooarfm  ineUo,  588 
Arts  of  the  Javanese,  818 

of  the  Polynesians,  494 
Arrowsmith,  Mount,  184 
Anam  «ofdJ(joUMm,  585 

MMlentest,  588 
Am  Islands,  459 
Ascension  Island,  589 
Ashborton  river,  209 
Associations  in  Pelew  Islands, 

542 
Astrolabe  bay,  449,  458 
AtrichidiB,  59 
Atimanoo,  612 
Auckland  Islands,  671 
Auckland,  582 
Aurora  Island,  475 
Austral  Isles,  614 
Australasia,  definition,  1 

extent,  8 

physical  features,  4 

ocean  depths,  6 

races  of,  6 

natural  histoiy,  9 

Sology,  10 
visions  of,  11 
Australian  flora,  antiquity  of, 
50 
Alps,  100 
AustrslU^  dimensions,  form, 
etc.,  18 
general  contour  of,  14 
mountains  of,  15 
interior  of,  20 
"scrubs "of,  20 
lakes  of,  20 
rivers  ct,  28 
climate  of,  28,  28 
vegetation  of,  80 
European  plants  in,  40 
animals  of,  61 
geology  of,  04 
colonlsaiion  of,  107 
early  history  of,  108 
inland  eocplorstion  of,  110 
by  Hume,  111 
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▲oBtnlia,  Inland  exploration 
of,  by  Sturt,  US 
by  Mitchell,  112 
by  Byre  and  Start,1 12 
by     Leichardt    and 

Kennedy,  116 
by  Greaory,  117 
by  M'Douall  Stuart, 

117 
by  Burke  and  WUla, 

119 
byHowiUandM'Kin- 

lay,  121 
by  Luidsboron^  and 

Walker,  121 
by  Giles,  Warburton, 

and  Furreat,  123 
geneiul  resulta  of,  126 
material  progress  of,  128 
growth  of  population,  128 
agriculture  of,  128 
mineral  wealth  of,  129 
commerce  of,  131 
railways  and  telegraphs 

in,  132 
postal  system  in,  132 
Avoca  river,  167 

Babber,  4S2 
Babeltbnap,  640 
Babirusa,  881 
ha^uB  and  Lannni  in  Borneo, 

858 
Balabac,  298 
Balanguini,  297 
Bali,  420 

Balambangan,  878 
Balguey  island,  378 
Ballarat,  184 
Balineae  in  Lombok,  428 
Baluaan,  volcano,  285 
Banajao  mountain,  283 
Banca,  842 
Banda,  412 
Bandicoots,  65 
Baujarmaasing,  863 
Banks'  Islands,  475 
Banksia.  40 
Barbosa  8  account  of  Celebes, 

887 
Barcoo  river.  26,  219,  220 
Barossa  range,  193 
Barren  island,  240 
Barter  of  Australian  natives, 

96 
Baailan,  296 
Baslllak  island,  462 
Bass  and  Flinders,  dlscoTeries 

by,  100 
Batanta,  461 
Bataks,  840 

Batang-gadis  river,  882 
BaUvia,  826 
t3atohian,  403 
Bathnrst,  167 
Batn  islands,  841 
Baxter  river,  459 
Bays  and  harbours  in  Qaeeos- 1 

land.  220 


<( 


Bsil^,"  snrvevfngshfp,  110 1 

Beocari,  Dr.,  in  New  Guinea, 
440,  452 

Beechy,  Captun,  on  Fiteaira 
Islanders,  516 

Beefwood,  41 

Benkoolen,  845,  846 

Beleline,  422 

Bellender  Ker  peaks,  220 

Ben  Lomond,  134,  241 

Ben  Nevis,  166 

Biak.  462 

Bickmore,  Mr.,   on   ancient 
tombs,  886 

Bicols.  275 

Bila  river,  884 

BUiton,  8U 

Bima,426 

Bintang.842 

Bird,  Isabel,  on  missionaries, 
680 

Birds  of  Australia,  68,  61 
naturalised  in  Victoria, 

171 
of  Philippines,  272 
of  Java,  815 
of  Celebes,  383 
of  the  Moluccas,  899 
of  New  Guinea,  445 
of  New  Hebrides,  475 
of  Sandwich  Islands,  528 
of  New  Zealand,  660 
of  Norfolk  Island,  675 
of  Lord  Howe's  Island,676 

Bisayas  in  Borneo,  362 

Bisavans,  275 

Blackwood  river,  909 

Blenheim,  687 

Bligh  district,  147 

Blue  lake,  194 

Blue  Mountains  of  AnstimUa, 
16.  184 
first  crossing  of,  110 

Boatbuilding  at  K«.  416 

Bogong,  Mount,  166 

Bohol,  292 

Bonthain  peak,  880  889 

Boomerang,  94 

Borabora.  509 

Botanical  gardens  in  Java, 
827 

Botany  of  Anstrslasis,  0 
of  Java,  SIS 
of  New  Guinea,  444 
of  New  Zealand,  656 

Botany  Bay,  first  discovery 
of,  109 
flora  of,  211 

Borneo,  347 

mountains  of,  848 
rivers  of,  849 
geology  of,  850 
vegetation  of,  858 
soology  of,  864 
native  races  of,  855 
Europeans  in,  862 
English  in,  864 
chief  towns  of,  376 
islands  of,  377 


Borobodo,  twmile  of,  tSt 

Bottle-brash  tree,  40 

Bougainville  island,  471 

Bourn,  408 

Bouton,  889,  894 

Bower-birds,  61 

Brama  mouotafn,  S05 

Brantas  river,  309 

Brambftoam,  rains  of,  SSI 

Brenchley,    Mr.,    <m    Toi^ 
Islands,  500 

Brisbane,  2S4 

Brisbane  Downs,  185 

British  colony  of  F^i,  4K 

Brooke,  Sir  Jamea,  293,  SH 
wisdom  of,  366 
success  of,  967.  875 

Brown,  Bev.    Q^    ok   5cv 
Britain.  46 

Branl,  876 

Bruny  island,  S40 

Brush-turkey,  60 

Brushwood  country,  SSS 

Budawinft  moant,  136 

Buenavista,  289 

Buitensoiig,  8S7 

Bugis,  SS6 

Bugis  oonfederaey,  889 

Bugis  in  New  Guinea,  457 

Bulimau  Jkon^  668 

Bunbury,  216 

Bungai  island,  890 

Burdeldn  river,  26, 120 

Burial  among  Austxalian  mt- 
tives,  lOOjlOS 

Burke  and  wills,  fktal  expe- 
dition of.  119 

Burke  district,  282 

"  Bursters  **  in  Austnlia.  31 

Butterilies  at  Ambojna,  411 

Butnan  river,  294 

Burnett  district,  281 

Burnett  river,  220 

Busseltoo,  216 


CaoATAv  Sooloo, 
Oideli,408 
Ca^upatoil,408 
Calapan,  288 
Calamines,  29S. 
Camels  used  in 

exploration,  124 
Campbell  Island,  571 

Lord  G.,on 
493 

Mr.    F.    A.,    on  labov 
traffic,  478 
Campbelltown,  258 
Cannibalism  of  Bataks,  346 

in  New  Ireland.  47« 

in  Solomon  Islands,  413 

in  New  Hebrides,  477 

in  New  Caledonia,  481 

of  PUians,  487 

in  Marquesas  r«i«-^«  ssi 

of  Maories,  587 
Canterbury,  687 

Plains,  547. 587 
Canoes,  Australian,  66 


IKDEX. 


663 


Canow  of  Solomon  TslaodeTS, 
472 
Polynesian,  474 
Cape  Jerris,  193 
Capis,  288,  289 
CarahallhoB  mountains,  283 
Carboniferous  rocks  of  Aus- 
tralia, 65 
Carimata  Islands,  377 
Caroline  Islands,  53C 
Carteret,  Captain,  465 
Ccr.nxlpinia  aappan,  271 
CoMuarina,  41 
Castlemaine,  185 
Catbalogan,  291 
Cave  fo88il8,  Australian,  68 
Caverns,  Australian,  79,  80 
Caves  in  &  Australia,  196 
Cobu,  290 
Cedar  country  222 
Celebes,  379 

mountains  and  liyers  of, 

380 
natural  history  of,  381 
birds  of,  383 
laccs  of  man  In,  885 
early  accounts  of,  887 
Dutch  possessions  in,  388 
native  states  in,  389 
north  peninsula  of,  390 
islands  belonging  to,  893 
Coram,  400 
Ceram  Laut,  414 
Civilisation  of  Maories,  606 
"Challenger,"   the.    at    Ad- 

miralty  Islands,  465 
Chambers'  Pillar,  79 
Chatham  Islands,  573 
Chandi  Sewa,  ruins  at,  821 
Charles  Louis  mountains,  36 
Chinese  in  New  South  Wales, 
102 
in  Philippines,  279 
in  the  Moluccas,  408 
in  Borneo,  862 
Chiurana  river,  880 
Christchnrch,  588 
Christianity   in  the   Philip- 
pines, 276,  280 
in  Borneo,  373 
in  New  Hebrides.  477 
in  Loyalty  Islanns,  484 
in  Pyl  Islands.  490 
in  Tonga  Islands,  500 
in  Savage  Island,  505 
in  EUice  Islands,  506 
in  Hervey  Islands,  507 
In  Marquesas  Islands,  622 
in  Monahiki,  525 
in  Sandwich  Islands,  681 
in  New  ZeaUmd,  568 
CkryMbactron  hookeri,  671 
CboBropns,  66 
Choisenl  Island,  471 
Clarence  river,  ISO 

district,  147 
Clianthus  punieeuM,  558 
Climate  orVictoria,  170 
of  South  Australia.  195 


Climate  of  West  Anstralia,  810 
of  Queensland,  220 
of  Taamania,  243 
of  Malay  Islands,  259 
of  Philippines,  209 
of  Java,  312 
of  New  Caledonia,  480 
of  Marqnesaa  Islands,  521 
of  New  Zealand,  553,  578 
Cloves,  400,  410 
Clunes,  185 

Coal  in  New  Sonth  Wales,  148, 
144 
in  Queensland,  224 
in  Borneo,  850 
In  New  Zealand,  666, 680, 

685 
river,  241 
Coast  ranges,  185 
Coffee  at  Menado,  803 

in  Timor,  431 
CoUingwood,  685 
Colonisation  of  Australia,  107 
of  New  South  Wales,  141 
of  Victoria,  176 
of  South  Australia,  198. 
of  West  Australia,  213 
of  Tasmania,  247 
.  of  New  Zealand.  577 
Colony  of  New  Zealand,  677 
native  wars  in,  678 
growth  of  population,  678 
Commerce  of  Australia,  131 
Comrie,Dr.,B.N.,on  Papuans, 

454 
Condamine  river,  220 
Connor,  Lieutenant,  on  Pa- 

pf^ans,  447 
Cook's  Archipelago,  606 
Cook,  Captain,  exploration  in 
Australia,  109 
on  Marquesas  Island,  621 
Cook  district,  233 
Cooktown,  230 
Cooper's  Creek,  219 
Copper  in  New  South  Wales, 
148 
in  South  AnstraUa,  198 
Corobbories,  98 
Cota  Batu,  294,  298 
Counties,  alphabetically  ar- 
ranged, of  New  Sonth 
Wales,  143 
Of  Victoria,  180-188 
of  South  Australia,  208 
of  West  Australia,  215 
of  Tasmania,  251 
of  New  Zealand,  581 
Conpang,  430 
Cradle  Mountain,  241 
Crawford,  Mr.,  on  Javanese, 

817 
Cnllarin  range,  185 
Cunningham,  Mr.,  murder  of, 

112 
Cuscns,  881 
CyanorampKtu  Bayfuri,  676 

Dacrydinm  Franklini,  246 


DaerydiHmmpreuinum,  668  . 
D'Albertis   in   New  Guinea, 

440,  447 
Dalrymple,  mount,  220 
Damma,  431 
Z>amiitaina  australia,  558 
Dampior  in  Australia,  109 
in  New  Guinea,  438 
at  New  BriUin,  468 
Dana  on  geology  of  Tahiti,  619 
Darling  river,  23, 186 
range,  200 
district,  147 
Downs  district,  280 
Dasyuridaa,  50 

Das}-ttrus  =s  SaroophUns,  09 
Davas,  290 
Dayleaford,  186 
Death-rate  in  Australia,  28 
De  Couto's  account  of  Cele- 
bes. 587 
Decrease  of  Maories,  568 
Deer  In  Victoria,  171 
De  Grey  river,  209 
De  Horsey,  Admiral,  on  Pit- 
cairn  Island,  616 
Delli,  430 
Deloraine,  258 
Dense  population,  535 
D'£ntreca8teaux  islands,  468 
Derwent,  241 
Desert  sandstone,  07 
origin  of,  78,  81 
Didunculns  strigirostri»t  608 
Dingo,  61,  58 
Diprotodon.  08 
Districts  of  New  Sonth  Wales, 

147 
Dividing  Range,  184, 106 
DJokokarU,  327 
Dobbo,  400. 
Donda  mountain,  880 
Drifts,  auriferous,  71,  72,  78 
Drifts  and  alluviums,  origin 

of,  83 
Dromomis,  69 
Drouff  hta  in  Australia,  84 
Duff  Islands,  474 
Dugong,  64 

Duke  of  York  IsUnd,  470 
Dumarin  Island,  294 
Duinaresque  river,  220 
Duncan,  Dr.,  on  fossil  condt, 

78 
Dunedln,  689,  691 
Dusan  of  Borneo,  856 
Dutch  East  Indies,  299 
monopolies  in,  300 
government  of,  301 
conquest  of  Java,  334 
possessions  in  Sumatra, 

344 
iwssesslons    in   Borneo, 

803 
in  New  Guinea,  488 
Dyaks  of  Borneo,  850 

Eaolbhawk,  186 
Earthquakes  at  Manilla,  886 
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«t  Tenuite,  404 

•t  Amboyna,  410 

at  Banda,  41S 

in  Wf^moa.  603 
Bast  Gape^  New  Ovlnaa,  4ta^ 

4ft8 
Eaater  Idand,  fflT 
Bchldiia,67 
Echo  lake,  t4S 

Bdoeation    in    New   Bontli 
Wales,  108 

in  Victoria,  101 

In  Sooth  Anstralia,  906 

In  West  AuatxaUa,  117 

and  crime  in  Qoeenaiind, 
2S8 

in  New  Zealand.  600 
Bdwardtia  mierofAyUo,  668 
Eiomeo^  600 

Elephants  in  Borneo,  864 
Elevation,  recent^  in  Aostra- 

lia,86 
EUice  Islands,  606 
K<m  ciftmotMata,  488 
Ersklne,  Captain,  on  Bemo- 
ans, 608 
Eruption  of  Manna  Loa,  680 
Etk  river,  S41,  684 
Espirito  Santo  island,  476 
Exploration,  difflcnlties   of, 

in  Anstrslia,  180 
SzporU  of  New  Sonth  Wales, 
144 

of  Queensland,  880 

fh>m  Java,  826,  888 

OfFUl,401 

of  Samoa,  804 

of  Tahiti,  614 
Bnoalyptus,  40 

gigantio.  171 
Kueaiyphu  dumomt,  86 

manni^rot  04 

margiftalat  800 

BwMrUM  longimanmi,  400 
Byre,  Mr.,  on  chancter  ot 

aborigines,  80 
Byre,  Aostrallan  asplorstlons 

of,  118 

Fauna  of  Tumania,  846 

Fai$  maerotedU,  864 

Fergusaon  Island,  408 

FUi  Islsnds,  484 

Finlce  river  80 

Fiords  of  New  Zealand,  647 

Fire,  how  obtained  by  Anstni- 

lians,  07 
Fish  of  New  Zealand,  60S 
Fishes,  Australian,  08 
FlUroy  river,  86,  880 
Flame-tree,  48 
Flinders  river,  86,  880 
Flinders  range,  108 
Flinders  island,  840 
Floods  in  Australia,  84 
Flora  of  West  Aostralia,  46, 

40.810 


Floa  of  New  Senfh  If aki^ 
188 
of  Tasmania,  644 
of  Fhilippinea,  870 
of  Java,  818 
of  Sumatra,  884 
of  New  Guinea,  444 
of  Sandwich  Islands,  688 
of  New  Zealand.  660 

Floras  and  Sandalwood  is- 
land, 487 

Flowers  of  Aostialian  heaths, 
40 

Fly  river,  480»480.448 

Flying-fox,  Australian,  68 

Flying  opoasoms,  60 

Food  of  Australian  natives, 
01 

Forbes,    Litton,    M.D.,  on 
Navigator  Islanda,  606 

Forests  of  Florea,  487 

Foreeta,  distribntlon  of  Ma- 
layan, 860 

Forney  Mr.,  explotatlons  of, 
186 

Fort  BoQifce,  186. 

Fortescue  river,  800 

Forth,  841 

Fossils,  Anstrslian,  00 
in  New  Zealand  666 

Fotnna,476 

Franklin,  868 
Mount,  686 

FVeemantle,  810 

French  in  New  Oulnea,  480 

French  colony  of  New  Cale- 
donia, 488 

Ftench.  th^  in  Tshiti,  618 
in  Anstnl  Isles.  614 
in  Msrquesas  Islands,  688 

FMendly  Islands,  400 

Frogs,  Australian,  68 

OAXBmncn,  lake,  106 
Oalaxiiu  atUnwatui,  608 
Qalela,  people  of,  401 
Oalewo  BtraiU,  401 
GdUui  btmtiva,  810 
GaUmifwrwiua,  310. 
Galunggons,  eruption  of,  800 
Oambier,  Mount,  00, 186 
Gambler  poup,  614 
Gamee  of  Maonea.  607 
Gamier,  M.  Jules,  on  Tkhi- 

tiana,6l8 
Gascoyne  river,  800 
Gawler  ranges,  108 
Geelong.  186 
Geelvi^  Bay,  486^  441,  448, 

461 
Geology  of  Anstnlasia,  10 

ofAustralia,  04 

of  New  South  Wales,  180 

of  Victoria,  178 

of  South  Australia,  100 

of  West  Australia,  818 

of  Queensland,  988 

of  Tasmania,  840 

of  Borneo,  860 


Gadkigy  of  New  Qvlnea,  40 
orNewZealami,6M 

GerakUon,  816 

Germans  in  Saoaoab  664 

Gnbext  river,  8a0 
Ia]anda,6S5 

Goes,  Mr.  B.,   a«panw*fc— 
of,  188, 185 

GQolo,  408,  466 

Gipps  Land.  170 

Glaeiers  of  New  BaalsBd,  SIT 

Glaas-housea,  880 

Glenelg  river,  107 

Gold  mines,  geology  qC;  70 
leada,74 
prodoood    la    inshilia, 

181 
In  New  South  Wslea,  141 
fever  in  Yieioria,  174 
and  diamooda  in  Boneo, 

808 
lnNewgnabmd,68i 

Qoodenoogh  I8laiad,4t3 

Goram,414 

Gordon  tlv«r,  141 

Giant  treea  In  Yicfeocia,  171 

Goomck  range,  166 

Gorontalo,  606 

Ooolbnm  river,  16T 

iiimra  Vietorim.  4M 

Govat'a  Leap,  137 

Government  of  New  8ee& 
Wales,  168 
orVfctorIa,  100 
of  South  Australia,  «9 
of  West  Anatimlia.  117 
of  Queensland,  137 
of  Xksmania,  158 
of  Sandwich  lalaads,  S8S 
of  New  Zealand,  606 

Grahamatown,  661 

Grampians,  166 

Giant  and  Murraj,  dlauwi' 
ies  by.  110 

Graas-trees,  41 

Grass-tree,  gam  of,  OT 

Great  Barrier  Reef,  896 

Great  Lake,  842 

Greenoogh,  816 

Gragoiy,  Mr.  ▲.  C,  exsbia- 
tionby>117 

Gregory,  Mr.  F.  T.,  axplen 
tion  Vf.  188 

GregoiT  oistriet,  831 

Grey.  Captain,  on  sa-...i 
pUlazs  in  West  AastaSt 

Orer  and  Stanley  nngea.  W 
Grobogan,  brine  sprfags  rf 

810 
Guadalcanal  Island,  671 
Guam  Ishuid,  648 
Guttford,  116 
Gnimaras  Island,  186 
Gnlfof  Fapua.  468 
Gum  of  the 
Gunoog  Agong,  416 
Gnnong  Batur.  480 
GoBOng  Sail,  4S4 
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GattoHlrifta,  79 
Owydlr  district,  147 
Oympie^  28d 

ELaaot,  Dr.,  on  New  Zealand 

mammala,  650 
HcUieon  ant^ralit,  M 
Han  Soand,  442 
Harbours  of  Tasmania,  840 
Hatam,  448 
ffiUteria  punetaUh  MO 
Bavelock,  688 
Hawaii  Island,  686 

Archipelago,  686 
Hawke's  Bay,  684 
Hawkeabnxy  riTer,186 ;  flooda 

of,  84 
Hayter  Island.  4fii 
Healthiness  of  Australia,  88 
Heat,  ezoesaiTe.  87 
Heath,  Anstrallan,  40 
Helix  buavi,6ea 
Heron  rirer,  841 
Hervey  Ishwds,  500 
Heteroloeha  G^uldi,  661 
Hilo,-620 
Himamaylan,  889 
Hindu  reroaina  in  Borneo,  861 
Hindu  reli^on  in  BaU,  421 
Hindua  in  Java.  880 
Hobart  Town,  862 
Hochatetter,    Dr.,    on    hot 

springs,  649. 
Hogolu  Island,  638 
Hokotlki,  689 
Honeyauckera  of  Anatralia, 

68 
Hooker,  Sir  J.,  on  northern 
plants  in  Australia,  48 
on  flora  of  tropical  Aus- 
tralia, 828 
on  New  Zealand  flora,  668 
Hood'a  laland,  628 
Hopkina  river,  167 
Hopkins,  M.,  on  missionariea, 

631 
Hot  winds  of  Australia,  87,  81 
Hot  aprings  of  New  ZesJand, 

648-660 
Houses  of  New  Caledoniana, 

481 
Howltt,  Mr.,  on  Victoria,  169 
Howitt,  Mr.  W.,  on  Tasmania, 

242 
Hnaline,  609 

Human  sacrifices  in  F^i,  487 
Humboldt  Bay,  468 
Hunter  river,  186 

island,  240 
Hunting  by  Australian  na- 
tives, 07 
Hnon  river,  262 
Hurricanes  in  Samoa,  60S 
Huts  of  Australian  natives,  91 

lovEoas  rocks  in  New  South 

Wales.  140 
Homa  tribe,  455 


niganBay,  894 

Illana  Bay,  294 

Illawam,  vegetation  of,  48 

Illawana,  187 

nooanos,  876 

noUo,  888,  889 

Imagea,  gigantio.  In  Eastar 
Island.  618 

Indragirl  river,  884 

InhaMtanta  of  Java,  817 
of  Timor  group,  419 
of  Snmbawa,  426 
of  Norfolk  Island,  676 
of  Lord  Howe's  Island, 
676 

Initiation,  xitea  of,  in  Ana< 
tnUa,101 

Inseeta.  Australian,  68 
ofQueenaland,  228 
ofniilippinea,278 
of  Java,  816 
of  Molnccaa,  400 
of  New  Britain,  469 
of  New  Zealand,  668 

Invercaigill,  690 

Ipswich,  286 

Irrigation  in  Java,  817 
In  BaU,  420 
in  Lombok,  428 
In  New  Caledonia,  481 

lala  of  Fines,  488 

JaooB,  Dr.,  on  Fhllipplna  na- 
tives, 380 

Jambi  river,  834 

Jardine,  Messrs.,  exploration 
by,  188 

Jamaran  lake,  898 

Jarrah  timber,  809, 814 

Java,  803 

voloanoea  of,  804 
emptiona  in,  806 
earthquakea  in,  808 
rivers,  etc.,  809 
brine  springs,  810 
valley  of  poison,  811 
climate  or,  818 
botany  of,  818 
aoology  of,  816 
inhabitanU  of.  817 
government  of,  320 
antiquities  of,  820 
Dutch  conquest  of,  824 
productions  of,  826 
cities  and  town  of,  326 
roads,  eto.,  827 
exports,  826,  888 

Jobie,  462 

Jordan  river,  848 

Junghun,  Dr.,  on  volcanoes 
in  Java,  806 

Kadataks  of  Borneo,  868 
Kadu  valley,  810 
Kaiapoi,  688 
Kangaroos,  66 
Kampar  river,  384 
Kanakaa,  the,  689 


Kandavn,  491a 

Kanai  Island,  686 

Kanowita  of  Borneo,  866 

Karakan  mountain,  898 

Karona  of  New  Guinea,  468 

Katau  river,  464 

Kauri  pine,  668,  688 

Kanrigum,  688 

Kawi  language,  880 

Kayana,  866 

K6  laUuida,  416 

Kama,  898 

Kennedy,  Australian  axulai» 

tiona  of,  117 
Kennedy  diaMot,  888 
Kermadeo  lalandk  674 
Kiandra,  cold  of,  88 
Kilauea  volcano,  686 
Kilwara,  414 

King  George's  Sound,  816 
King  Island,  840 
King  riyer,  841 
KingsmifiXpiIandB,  586 
KinlBalon,  869 

planta  of,  868 
Kirapuno  tribe,  466 
Klssa,488 

Klabat  mountain,  880 
Koala,  66 
Koiail  tribe,  466 
Koitepu  tribe,  466 
Kollf,  Lieutenant,  460 
Koro,  491b 
Korotnna, 

Koaciusko,  Mount,  136 
Kotsebue,orLadrone,  laland, 

644 
Kuchlng,  877 
Kumring  and  Knbn  trtbea, 

338 
Kusai  Island,  640 

Labuah,  876 

Labour  traffic,  478 

Lachlan  river,  discovery  of, 

111 
Lachlan  river,  186 
Lachlan  district,  147 
Ladrones  Islands,  648 
Lagn  de  Bay,  884 
Lagsig  mountain,  884 
Laguna  de  Canaren,  284 
Lakahia  Island,  436 
Lake  district  of  Australia,  80 

Amadeua,  81 

Eyre.  81 

Oairdner,  81 

Torrens,  21 

George,  84, 137 

Torrens,  diacovery  of,  118 

BathuTRt,  137 

of  the  Ten  Forts,  888 
lAkes  in  Victoria,  168 

South  Australian,  198 

in  Tnsmanis,  242 

in  Sumatra,  883 

of  New  Zeulnnd,  548-663 
lAkemba,  4}»lb 
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Lamoliork  IsUnds.  537 
Lampunn,  S89,  345 
Laiuu  iBland,  626 
Land-flhelU,  Australian,  88 

of  Philipptnea,  273 
lAnguaee  of  Bali,  421 

of  Maories,  570 
Languages  of  Aostralia,  104 

of  Philippines,  276 

of  Java,  819 

of  the  New  Hebrides,  478 

of  Polynciiia,  497 
Ia  Perouse,  474 
Larantnca,  427 
Latte  Tolcano,  600 
Launoeston,  262 
Lawes,   Rev.  Mr.,  on  New 

Guinea,  466,  469 
Lee  Boo,  Prince,  541 
Leichhardf  s  Joomsl,  error  of 

map,  17 
Leichnardt,  explorations  of, 

116 
Leichhardt  district,  231 
Lelpoa,  60 

Lesson  In  New  Ooinea,  480 
Levnka,  491a 

LeyteT^M 
Lifoa  Island.  483 
Llmbotto,  lake  of,  398 
Lingga,  842 
Liverpool  Bange,  184 

Plains,  186 

Plains  district,  147 
Llano  de  Cagayan,  288,  286 
Loddon  river,  167 
Loddon  dUtrict,  180 
Loftv  range,  19S 
Lomblem,  427 
Lombok,  422 
Lopevi  volcano,  476 
Lopholaimui  aniaretieutf  138 
Loquiloonn  river,  291 
Lord  Howe's  Island,  676 
Lonisiade  Archipelago,  463 
Low  Archipelago,  514 
Loyalty  Islands,  479,  483 
Lnboya  lake,  880 
Lns4  monntain,  880 
Loson,  283 

pcnpolation  of,  287 
Lyell,  Mount,  184 
Lyttleton,  588 

ifaoaau  eymoMO^^,  271 
Macassar,  888 
Macassars,  885 
MacCluer's  Inlet.  486,  486 
Macdonnel  ranges,  22 
Mace  produced  at  Banda,  413 
Macleay  river,  186 

district,  147 
Macquarie  harbour,  240 

Island,  572 

river,  186,  241 
Maer  Inland,  464 
Mafor  Papuans,  452,  461,  462 
Magtan  Island,  290 


Magnindanao  lake^  894 
Mahoris,  493 

Mahorls,  name  for  Polyne- 
sians, 262 
Mahori-Papuans,  457 
Maitea,  509 
Maiva  trib^  466 
Mfll^jai  volcano,  286 
Majapalilt^    ancient  dtj  ol^ 

S20 
Makian,  408,  406 

great  eruption  of,  406 
Makira,  471.  473 
Malay  Archipelago,  256 

volcanoes  of,  257 

climate  of,  259 

race  and  language,  S60, 
265 

character,  263 

religion,  264 
Malays  and  Polynesians  dis- 
tinct, 261 
Malays  of  Sumatra,  836 

of  Borneo.  368 

of  the  Moluccas,  401 

in  Timor  group,  419 
Malaysia,  definition  of,  12 
Maiden's  Island,  624 
Malinao,  286 
Mallee  scrab,  20, 88 
Mallicolo  laland,  476 
Mamburao,  288 
Mammals  of  New  Zealand,  669 
Mammalia,  Australian,  52 

of  New  Guinea,  446 
Man,  races  of,  in  Australia,  6 
Mandar  confederacy,  889 
Mandars,886 
Mandeliiig,  district  of,  881 
Maneroo  plains,  SBOWstMm 

In,  83 
Manero  range,  186 
Mangnianos,  287 
Manihiki  group,  624 
Manilla,  286 
Manning  river,  186 
Manowolko,  416 
Manua,  601 
Maories,  the,  664 

civilisation  of,  506 

cannibalism  of,  667 

diminution  of,  569 

traditions  of,  570 
Maranoa  district,  28S 
MAr6  Island,  488 
Maria  Island,  240 
Mariannes  Archipelsgo,  648 
Marriage  among  Australian 

natives,  101 
Markham,   Lieut,   on    New 

Hebrides,  474 
Marlborough,  586 
Marquesas  Islands,  620 
Marsden,   Mr.,  on   Sumatra 

Malays,  338 
Manhall  Archipelago,  633 
Marsupials,  54 
MarUpnra,  363 


MaTTboronsi^  SSS 

Masbate,fi92 

MaUbello  Islands  415 

Mataram,  4£S 

Matttka,  4916 

Manna  Kea  volcano,  636 

Manna  Loa  volcano,  526 

Maylayta  laland,  471 

Mayon  volcano,  235 

Megapodiidse,  59 

MelaCeuca  viridijiam,  4S 

Melanesia,  definition  of,  II 

Melanesia,  465 

Melanesians  in    Herrey  h- 
landa,  507 
in  Penrfayn's  Ishadi,  Sii 
in  New  Zealand,  ii9 

Melbourne^  183 

Mellphagidm,  59 

Mensdo,  800,  399 

MennridB,  59 

Menwru  a^perba,  138 

Mersey,  241 

Mesoaoic  epoch  in  AnstrsSL 
76 

Mesosolc    depositi  of  As- 
tralia,66 

Metalanlen,  rafais  at,  SM 

M0tmidem  robuuta.  Hi 

Meyer,   Dr.  A.   BL,  in  Sc« 
Guinea,  441,  452 
on  Papnana,  446 

M'Farlane,  Mr.  8w,  on  I^ 
uans.  454 

Mice,  Australian,  6S 

Micronesia,  deflnitlon  <<  I! 

Migration  of  PolyIlaBiaai^  ISi, 
408 
toEUiceIslaBda,9« 
to  Henrey  Islands,  Sg 

Miklucbo  MaeUy .  Dr. .  in  5«f 
Guinea,  440,  449,  463 

Mlkronesia,  63S 

Mllanows,  356 

Minabaasa,  SS7,  t98 

Mindanao.  2M 
climate  <rf;  295 
plants  a«id  naiaBb  eC 
206 

Mindoro,  287 

Mineral  wealth  of  AJOtnSk 
129 

Minerals  In  N«w  Sooftb  Vda 
143 
In  Victoria.  17« 
in  South  Austnlia,  f« 
of  West  Aastza^,  Sf, 

214 
of  Queensland.  238 
of  Tasmania.  «47,  SI 
of  Sumatra,  334 
of  Borneo,  353 
in  New  Caledoais.  49 
in  New  Zealand.  5^ 

Miocene  planta,  Anstn^BL 
49 
types  in  Celebea,  3$4 

Misamls,  895 
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Hisstonaricf  In  New  Guinea, 

458 

in  Solomon  Ulands,  478 

in  the  New  Hebiidee,  477 

in  FUi,  491b 

inSamoa,  504 

in  Tahiti,  612 

in  Sandwich  Islanda,  680 

in  Gilbert  lalanda,  636 

in  Carolines,  688 

in  New  Zealand,  668 
Mitchell  river,  820 

district.  232 
Mitchell,  Australian  explora- 
tions of,  118,  116 
Mitchell,  Sir  T.,  on  duoacter 

of  aborigines,  89 
Moala  Island,  491A 
Moas  of  New  Zealand,  662 
Molokai  Island,  626 
Moluccas  Islanas,  396,  406 

geology  of,  897 

vegetation  of,  898 

animals  of,  898 

inhabitants  of,  400 

Gilolo  group,  408 

Cecam  group,  46 

Ki  Islands,  416 
Monahiki,  625 
Monaro  district,  147 
Montiado,  368 
Monotremata,  67 
Moona,  889,  894 
Moonlight  headland,  166 
Moorea,609 
Moseley,  Mr.,  on  Admiralty 

Isles,  466 
Moreton  district,  280 
*' More-pork,'*  60 
Moresby,  Capt.,  452 
Moresby  Island,  462 
Morioris,  673 
Motley,  Mr.,  on  Bomean  coaL 

860 
Motn  tribe,  465 
Mount  Kosdnako,  heij^t  of, 
16 

Stewart,  22 

Kosciusko,  snow  on,  88 
syenite  on  top  of,  189 

Ararat,  166 

Barrow,  258 

Arfak,  486,  441,  442 

Owen  Stanley,  437,  46 

Tule,  437 

Egmont,  547,  583 

Cook,  552 

Eden,  683 
Mountains  of  Victoria,  16, 166 

of  Sumatra,  359 

of  Flores,  427 

of  New  Zealand,  646 
Mountain  planu,  814 
Mna  peak,  502 
3Iueller,  Baron  Von,  on  foa- 

8il  fruits.  83 
Mulga  scrub,  20,  39 
Mungaia,  507 


Municipalities  of  Tasmania, 

253 
Muniong  range,  186 
Murchison  river,  209 
Murrumbidgee  river,  186 

district,  147 
Murray  river,  28, 136, 167 

district,  179 

Island,  464 
Musi  river.  888 
Music  of  the  Javanese,  819 
Mutineers  of  the  *'  Bounty,*' 

516 
MyrmeeabiusfcuetatuMf  67, 212 
Mysol,  460 
Mysore,  462 

Nanjak,  288 

Napier,  584 

Natea,  523 

Native  devil,  57 

states  in  Sumatra,  844 

Natives  of  Admiralty  Isles,466 
of  New  BriUin,  469 
oi  Solomon  Islands,  472 
ofNew  Hebrides.  476 
of  New  Caledonia,  481 
of  Loyalty  lalands,  484 
of  Fiji,  486 
of  Sunoa,  608 
of  Tahiti,  610 
of  Easter  Island,  617 
of  Marquesas  Islands,  681 
of  Gilbert  Islands,  686 
of  Carolinea,  688 
of  Felew  lalands,  640 
of  Ladrones  Islands,  544 
of  Chatham  Island,  578 

Natuna  Islands,  378 

Natural  history  of  Australia, 
86 
of  South  Anstnlia,  196 
of  Queensland,  220 
of  Java,  818 
of  Sumatra,  834 
of  Borneo,  863 
of  Celebes,  881 
of  the  Moluccas,  896 
of  Timor  group,  418 
of  New  Guinea,  443 
of  East  Paciflc,  628 
of  New  Zealand,  666 

Navigator's  Islands,  601 

Negritos,  278 

Negros,  289 

Nelson,  686 

Nntor  prodnetui,  676 

Newcastle,  157 

New  BriUin,  468 

strange  custom  in,  470 

New  Caledonia,  479 

New  England  range,  184 
district.  147 

New  Georgia  Island,  471 

New  Guinea,  434 
mountains  of,  436 
early  history  of,  437 
explorations  of,  489 


New  Guinea,  nstnnl  history 
of.  443 
«x>logy  of,  446 
Papuan  race  in,  446 
Polynesians  in,  454 
local  divisions  of,  467 
missionary  stations   In, 

458 
islands  of,  459 

New  Hanover,  468 

New  Hebrides,  478 

New  Ireland,  468 

New  Norfolk.  253 

New  Plymouth.  688 

New  South  Wales,  138 
mountains  of,  134 
plains  of,  185 
rivers  of,  186 
scenery  of,  187 
animals  of,  138 
geology  of,  189 
population  of,  141 
products  of,  142 
gold  in,  143 
railways  of,  144 
counties  of.  148 
towns  of,  155 
government  of,  168 
education  in,  168 

New  Zealand,  646 
scenery  of,  646 
volcanoes  of,  647 
lakes  and  hot  springs  of, 

648 
glaciers  of,  661 
climate  of,  668 
geology  of,  654 
natural  history  of,  656 
birds  of,  560 
past  history  of,  668 
inhabitants  of,  664 
islands  of,  570 
Stewart  Island,  670 
Auckland  Islands,  671 
Macuuarie  Island,  572 
Chatham  Islands,  578 
Nor^>Ik  Islands,  574 
Lord  Howe's  laland,  676 
colony  of,  577 
agriculture  of,  678 
industries  of,  579 
railroads,  etc.,  of,  680 
divisions  of,  681 
counties  of,  581 
district  of  Aucklsnd,  68S 
Taranaki,  688 
Bawke's  Bay,  584 
Wellington,  684 
Nelson,  585 
Marlborough.  586 
Canterbury,  587 
Westland,  688 
Otago,  689 
government  of,  690 
education  in,  590 
religion  in,  591 

NRaruai^ahia,  582 

Niaouli  timber,  481 
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NlM  Idand.  S41 
Kllhra  IsUmd,  6tf 
Karfolk  Island*  674 
Nonnaii  river.  SSO 
Komuuiby  Island,  MS 
Northern  territory,  206 
HatomU  aXba,  676,  576 
Nototherinm,  68 
Kngveta,  greats  In  Vlotoria, 

Nttka  LeTU,  4915 
Nnkabiwa,  621 
Nosa-hell  mountain,  S98 
Nutm^  trees  at  Banda,  413 

Oahu  Islands,  625 

Oamani,  690 

Oakorer  river,  200 

Obi,  408 

Ocean,  depths  of,  5 

Oetanata  river,  468 

Ombai,  427 

Opera,  607 

C^ro,  620 

Orang-Siranl,  102 

Origin,  probable,  of  Austra- 
lians, 106 

Ornaments  of  Solomon  Islands 
erB,472 

OrnUhopUra1iroekmma,Mi 
priiamui,  400 

Orinog,  adranoe  of  aea  at, 
292 

Orohena  mountain,  500 

Otiuo,689 

OtuKapuarangl,  651 

Ovalon,  491a 

Ovens  river,  168 

Ozley,  Mr.,   disooveries  bj, 
111 

Padaso,  845 
Psdang-Lawas,  881 
Ful  Island.  841 
Paiatans  of  Borneo,  866 
Palaosoic  epoch  in  Anstralia, 

76 
Palawan,  298 

animals  of,  206 
Falembang,  888, 846 

river,  884 
Falgrave,    Mr.    W.   O.,    on 

Philippine  Malays,  276 
Falmerston,  207 
Fampanga,  plain  of,  288,  S65 
Fanav,  288 
Psnei  river,  834 
Pantar.  427 
Papanoayang,    evnptloa   of, 

806 
PavUio  Dly$m,  400 
Paplete,  610,  618 
Papoa-onin,  467 
Papna,  meaning  of,  487 
Papuan  race,  446-467 

islands.  469 
Papuans  of  the  Moluccas,  401 

of  Coram,  407 


Fipoaiia  of  Bonro,  408 

ofMatabeUo,416 

of  K4,  416 

in  Timor  groap,  420 

of  Timor,  429 
Psiamatta,  167 
Pasig  river,  884 
Piair,868 

Paomota  gnmp.  514 
FOakofLombok,  422 
Pearl  aheUs,  218 
Pelew  Islands,  540 
Fonthyn's  Island,  624 
Pentecost  Island,  476 
Perth,  216 
Peragalea,65 
Peramelian,  55 
Pertibi,  plain  of,  880 
Fbalangen,  66 
Pbalanglstids,  55 
Phascogale,  67 
Pbaacouretoe,  66 
Feravlan  kidnappers,  506 
Pbasoolomys,  66 
PhiUip  Island,  674 
Philippine  Islands,  867 

oUmate  of,  268 

Boenerrof,  269 

natonil  hlatcxT  of,  S70 

inhabitanU  of;  274 

oonquest  of,  278 

Chinese  in,  279 

goveniment  oi,  280 

popolatlon  of,  881 

trade  of,  282 

Lnaon,  288 

Mindoro,  287 

Pianay.  288 

NcfffX)a,289 

Cebn,  Samar,  290 

Leyte,  291 

Maabate,  Bohol,  29S 

Palawan,  298 

Mindanao,  294 

Booloo  Islands,  296 
Picton,  686 
Pieman  river,  241 
Plgain  New  Zealand,  560 
Plia  cloth.  276 
Pinag  de  Candava,  285 
Piratea  of  Mindanao,  295 
Piratea  of  Sooloo,  207 
Pitcatra  Island,  615 
Pitta  ilrmtt(MU,  188 
Pitt  Strait,  461 
Plants,  number  of  AnitmUan, 

45 
Platycercide,  69 
Planus,  67 
Point  D'UrvUlA,  487 
Ponap4,  688 
Poisonous  plant  In  Fknea, 

427 
Pola,  288 
Polynesia,  492 

definition  of;  12 
Polynesians  in  the  Moluccas, 
401 


PolyiMalaiia  In  Btov 
464,456 
in  New  Bebflde^  471 

innea.484 
xaoe,  492 

atatore,  etc,  oi^  48S 
mannlketuea  ol^  4M 
hoiioesaC4M 
cookery  c^,  486 
olotUag  oC,  495 
govenimeat  oC^  485 
costoms  of,  486 

epnlstioii  of,  487 
iditkms  oC;  487 
language  of,  4SfT 
origin  of.  408 
in  Eastor  Island,  517 
Pontisnak,  868, 3T7 
Population,  growth  of  A»- 
tralten.  128 
of  New  South  Wales,  W 
of  Victoria,  175 
of  South  Australia,  1» 
ofWestAnstzulKtU 


of  Queensland, 
of  namani 


iia.S48 

ofthePhiIlppinea,2n 
of  Java-  884 
ofLombok,4M 
ofBali,4S0 
of  Timor,  481 
of  PUi,  4016 
of  Tonga  Islaadi^  581 
of  Samoa,  605 
of  Savage  Islands,  586 
ofSoeietjIslanda.S« 
of  Msraueoaa  Islands,  fl 
ofMarshall  Island,  SM 
of  Gilbert  poem,  685 
ofNewUfalsiwygQi 
Poroupitte  aat^atei^  88 

gFUS,  21 

F^»a  Island,  341 

Pnt  Chalmers,  500 
Curtis  district 
Danrin,806 
Jackson,  187 
Moreaby.  450 
Nioholaon.  68S 

Poitttgueee  in  the 
402 
tn  Florea,  427 

Postal  system  of 
182 

Precipice 
hl^h,17 

Prswylcs  nonilttt,  854 

Productions  of  Victoria,  V!i 
of  South  Auataha,  18» 
ofWeatAiiatn]la,21S 
of  Qunmaland,  297 
of  Tasmania,  850 
of  I^tlippines,  S8S 
of  Java,  826 
of  Borneo,  878,  876 
ofCelebcs,  889,882 
of  the  Moluccas,  406, 4U 
418 
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FtadoettoDf  of  Lomlwk,  4SS 
of  FloreBp  4S7 
of  Timor,  430 
of  New  Caledonia.  483 
of  F^i  Island!,  401o 
of  Folyneaia,   500,   605, 

612,  681 
ofMikronesia,  534,  688 
of  New  Zealand,  679, 686, 
688,689 

PitMSer  rivei^  S4l 

FroTinces  of  New  Zealand, 
681 

PtUopHi  ntOeoUU,  810 

Palo  Babi,  841 

Palo-Laut,  877 

Pakaki  lake,  66S 

Punishmente  by  Anitxalian 
natiree,  99. 

Pyrenees,  100 

QoABTZ  reeft,  75 

xjoatemary  depotits  of  Aas> 
tralla.  68 

Queensland,  colony,  of,  818 
mountains  of,  818^  8S0 
rivers  of,  219 
climate  of,  220 
natural  history  of,  8S1 
geology  of,  228 
popokmon  of,  280 
productions  of,  227 
rosds,  etc.,  of,  229 
divisions  of,  280 
cities  and  towns  of,  884 
govemnient  of.  287 
educatitm  and    religion 
in,  237 

RABBrrs,  171 

Raoee  of  man  in  Aostralasla,  6 

in  Queensland,  226 

in  PhUippines,  274 

in  Java,  817 

in  Sumatra,  836 

in  Borneo,  350 

in  Celebes,  886 

in  Moluccas,  400 

in  Timor  group,  419 

in  New  Oniuea,  446 

in  Polynesia,  492 

in  New  Zealand,  604 
Radack  group.  634 
Raffles,  Sir  S.,  on  Menang- 

kabo,  3S6 
Raiatea.  509 
Rainfall  of  AnstraHa,  20,  29 

of  Victoria,  170 
Railways  in  Australia,  1S2 

in  New  South  Wales,  145 
Itoil roads  in  New   Zealand, 

680 
Rallck  group,  584 
iianken.  Mr.  W.  L.,  on  Poly- 
nesians, 201 

on  Polynesian  languages, 
498 

fianu  lake,  388 


Radaoar  bay  ,458 
lieef.  Great  Barrier,  84 
Rdangs  of  Sumatra,  888 
Bfiuigion  of  Australian  na- 
tives, 100 

in  New  South  Wales,  108 

in  Victoria,  190 

in  South  Australia,  205 

in  West  Australia,  817 

in  Queensland,  237 

and  education  in    Tas 
mania.  854 

of  Msories,  607 

in  New  Zealand,  o91 
Remarkable,  Mount,  194 
Reptiles,  Australian,  01 
Rhlo,  848 

RhifUKMiuMjubahu,  4St 
Richmond,  great  floods  at,  33 

river,  130 
Ringaroma  river,  241 
Rivers  of  Australia,  28 

of  Tasmania,  241 

of  Java,  309 

of  Sumatra,  333 

of  Bomeo,  349 

ofCalebes.  880 
Roads  and  railways  in  New 
South  Walea,  146 

in  Victoria,  177 

in  South  Australia,  201 

in  West  Australia,  216- 

in  Queensland,  229 

in  Tssmania,  251 

in  Java,  327 

in  New  Zealand,  580 
Robblns'  Island,  240 
RoberU*  Islands,  523 
Robert  Hall  Sound,  458 
Roclehampton,  236 
Rock-lily,  43 
Roebume,  210 
Rokau  river,  884 
Roma,  431 
Roper  river,  26 
Rossel  Island,  408 
Roto^ira  lake,  548 
Rotomahana  lake,  650 
Rotoma  lake,  550 
Ruapehu  mountain.  540,  584 
Ruins  in  Java,  820-828 

in  Bomeo,  361 

in  Tahiti.  490 

in  Tonga  Island,  600 

in  Oparo,  607 

in  Pftcaitn  Island.  617 

in  Easter  Island,  518 

in  Maiden's  Island,  524 

in  Tiniau,  644 

in  Ponap^,  539 
Rurukan,  891 

Russell,  Mr.  H.  C  on  Aus- 
tralian climate,  28 
Russell  Island,  471 

SADOKa  river.  880 
Snauenu  $cuchari/ervs,  332 
Sala  y  Gomes,  617 
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Salayer,  804 

BaUbaboo  Isknd,  898 

Salt  springs,  810 

Salwatty.  401 

Samar,  290 

Samaranff,  320 

Samarinde,  864 

Sambas,  868 

Samoa  Islands,  601 

Santa  Cruz  Islands,  478 

San  Bernardino  Strait,  291 

San  Christoval  Island,  471 

Ssndal-wood,  813.  427 
in  Timor,  429 
in  Loyalty  ialands,  488 
in  FUl  486 

Sandhurst,  185 

Sandwich  Islands,  686 

Sanguir  Island,  898 

San  Juanlco  Strait,  891 

Santa  Maria,  475 

Sarawak,  864 

present  state  of,  809 
native  population,  309 
government  of,  870,  878 
military  force  of,  370 
revenue  of,  378 
religion  and  education  in. 
878 

Saxmwi  people,  338 

Saroophilus,  57  a  Dasynnia, 
09 

SaireophUttg  uninus,  846 

Sasaaks,  422 

Savage  Island,  506 

Savages,  proper  treatment  of, 
479 

Savu  Island,  428 

Sawaii,  501,  502 

Sawangan,  tombs  at,  380 

Scenery  of  New  South  Wales. 
187 
of  Victoria,  108 
of  Toamania,  242 
of  Philippines,  869 
of  Java,  803 
of  Sumatra,  880 
of  Borneo,  350 
of  North  Celebes,  891 
of  the  Moluccas,  404,  409 
of  Timor,  417 
ofFUi,486 
of  Samoa,  608 
of  TahiU.  609 
of  the  Marquesas,  621 
of  the  Sandwich  Islands, 

625 
of  the  Carolines,  538 
of  the  Mariannes,  648 
of  New  Zealand,  640 

Schonten  Island,  240 

Scrub,  the,  20 

Scrub-pheasant.  00 

Seaview,  Mount,  136 

SemiopUra  WaUaoei,  400 

Semper,   Dr.    C,  on  Fdew 
Islands,  641 

SericiUut  avreiu,  188 
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Serwattj  Iilandi,  4tt 

Shea-oak,  41 

Shells  at  Ambojna,  410 

of  BaDdwich  laUadt,  ttS 
of  New  ZealaiuLMS 

Sheep  In  Victoria,  177 
In  Timor,  4aib 

Shielda,  Aiutralim,  06 

Shoalhayen  river,  IM 

Shortland,  6as 

Siak  liver,  883 

Stan  lalaad,  803 

Biblm  Island,  841 

SUarlan  depoaitt  of  AmtvaUi, 
05 

Singkara  lake,  8S8 

SinKkel  xlver,  884 

Sintang,803 

Snakes,  Aostrallaii,  60. 

Snow  in  Aostralia,  80, 00 

Sooietv  IsUnda,  MO 

Solo  river  SOO 

Solomon  Islanda,  471 

Solor  and  Andaia,  407 

Sook,  4«S0 

Sooloo  Islands,  006 

Song-birds,  Aostnllaa,  00 

Soundings,   deep,  naar   Ia- 
drones,  644 

Soniabaya,  820 

Sooth  AustnUla,  100 
mountains  of,  108 
riven  of,  108 
lakes  of.  198 
scenery  of,  104 
olimate  of,  196 
natural  history  of,  100 
geology  of.  IM 
caves  of,  196 
minerals  of,  198,  000 
colonisation  of,  190 
population  of.  190 
productions  of,  190 
loads  and  railwajm  of, 

001 
telegraphs  of,  001 
divisions  of,  808 
cities  and  towns  of,  008 
government  of,  806 
religion  and  ednoatton  in. 

205 
northern  territory  of,  200 

South  Australian  highlands, 
10 

Sooth  Island,  647 

Spaniards  In  Fhillpptnes,  078 
in  New  Guinea,  487 
in  Lsdrones  Islands*  648 

Spears,  Australian,  06 

Splnifex,  21,  120 

Stanley.  253 

btawell,  186 

Stenocarpui  Ounningikami,  42 

Steppes  of  Australia,  23 

Stewart  Island,  670 

St.  Clair  lake.  242 

St.  Ignatius's  beans,  271 

Btorms  in  Australia,  81 


Stone,  Kr.  O.  C,  en  Nov 
Oolnaa,464 

Strinoopt  feobropfOiM,  601 

Strs^eeki  range,  100 

Stoart,    M'DoaaU,    Jooney 
across  AostraUa*  117 

Stort,  Guitain.  on  ezoaasive 
heat,07 

Sturt,  Aostrallan  ezplontlons 
of,  112, 114 

Sobsidenoe  of  AnatrsUa,  04 

SoUa  or  XoUa  Islands,  800, 
894 

Somatra,820 

moontaina  of,  000 
plains  and  valleys  ot  800 
lakes  and  rivers  o^  888 
natoral  hiatozy  of,  084 
races  of  man  in.  836 
native  states  of;  880 
Islands  belonging  to,  041 
Dutoh  possessions  in,  844 
chief  towns  of,  846 

Samba  or  Sandalwood  Island, 
428 

Sumbawa,  484 

Soperstitions  of  AnatnUana, 
100 

Surakarta,  800 
plain  oC,  800 

Sorigaa,  800 

Snapension  bridges,  Dyak,  001 

Suva,  capital  of  FUl,  401b 

Swallow  Islanda,  474 

Swan  river,  200 

Swan  Fort  river,  841 

Sydney.  166 

TAa^  lake  of,  SOi. 
raeeapinnaH/lda^SU 
Tiicloban,  292 
Taftia  peak,  601 
Tagals,  276 
Tahaa,600 
Tahiti,  600 
Taitay,  294 
Talang  volcano^  800 
Talegiula,  00 
TaiegaOa  iatkami,  180 
Tauiar,  241 

Tambcdan  Islanda,  878 
Tax^ong  Lele,  436 
Tanjong  Ram,  436 
Tanua,  474 
Tinna  volcano,  476 
Tripimuly.  346 
Tansnaki.  688 
Taranaki  mountain,  647 
Tiirawera  lake,  660 
Tarsipes,  66 
Taschem,  acid  lake,  818 
Tasman  river.  652 
Tasuinnia,  colony  of,  280 

mountains  of,  840 

riven  of,  241 

Ukes  of,  242 

scenery  of,  248 

cUmate  of,  843 


Tasiiinili,  flon  at,  SM 
Ctnnaof,  246 
geolo^  of,  OfO 
ooloniaation  of^  247 
aboriginea  of;  848 
prodnetiona  of,  890 
roads,  etc.,  of.  881 
divisions  of.  t61 
dtlas  and  towna  oC  2S9 
government  of,  883 
religion  and  odniiatiri 
064 

Tsamanian  aborfglBes,  MO 

Taupo.  ]ak6.  646^  600 

Taorsnga,  582 

Tavinni,  401a 

Tawi-tawi,  900 

Ttek,8n 

In  MindanaA,  SOO 
in  Sooloo  Ishmd^  8N 

Tto  Anan  lake,  668 

Tekapo  lake,  66S 

overiaad,  908 
Telagraphs  in  AnstaUa,  181 

towest  Anatnlia,215 
in  Qneenslaod,  800 

Temperstom  of  AnstaUt.  9, 
29 

Temples.  FUian.  400 

Tenger  moantaiii«  004 

Tenimber  laland^  40 
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